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choices and chances

Trivia
Take your best guess:

About what percentage of British Columbians
(over 19) choose to gamble1?
a) 25%
b) 50%
c) 75%
d) 95%

Building Healthy Communities
David Nickoli
Prevention and Community Engagement
Provider: Southern Gulf Islands
david.nickoli@gmail.com
BuildingHealthyCommunities.ca

Can’t wait for the answer?

Free Services Funded by

https://choicesandchances.ca/
read/gambling-bc-story

Answer will be in the next edition
Based on the most recent Gambling Prevalence Study in BC (2014)
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T

he cover photo comes to us
from Myles Clarke on one of his
expeditions. The Belted Kingfisher is a
very popular bird here on Pender Island.
To read the Cover Story by Mike Wiley,
please go to page 43 or to our website
www.penderpost.org.

S pecial Notices
Coping with COVID-19…Still

A

s the COVID-19 crisis continues
into the New Year, many people
are starting to feel the strain. If you are
finding yourself feeling more anxious
and depressed, you are definitely not
alone. Surveys show that people all over
the world are suffering from decreased
emotional well-being as a result of
the effects of the pandemic, including
isolation, loneliness, grief, frustration,
depression, and anxiety. Despite the
amazing speed in which vaccines have
been developed, it will be months
before enough people will have been
vaccinated to allow health officials to
loosen restrictions put in place to slow
the spread of the disease.
So, what can we do to cope in the
upcoming months? First of all,
remember that it is legitimate to feel sad
and worried. Strong negative reactions
are normal, understandable, and even
inevitable when facing the losses,
stressors, and unknowns of our current
reality. We all cope differently, and
some people are more resilient to stress
or isolation than others: feeling angry,
sad, or anxious does not mean you are
weak or are not coping well.
Another thing we can do is to look at what
people have done in other times of severe
stress. For example, I remember speaking
to my mother about her memories of how
the people in London and other cities in
the UK coped with intense bombing raids
during World War II. Much of what she
said is applicable today.
Remember, you are not alone

Even though conspiracy theories
abounded, and some people took
advantage of the situation for their own
gain during the Blitz, most of the people
The Pender Post - January 2021

felt that they were all in this together
and did their part to get through it and
help each other out.
Live in the moment

Fears for the future, and sorrow or
regret of the past could easily become
overwhelming, and so people learned to
focus on the present, living each day to
the fullest, and seizing chances for fun
or joy.
Appreciate what you have

Since food and other necessities were
often in short supply, people learned to
be grateful for what they had, to enjoy
small pleasures, and appreciate things
easily taken for granted.
Connect with others

People were often separated from
loved ones, but stayed connected
through letters, photos, and phone calls.
Today’s online and text connections
are no replacement for in-person
companionship, but they can provide a
sense of connection until we can all be
together again. In the meantime, writing
letters or sending cards, flowers, or
small gifts can be a meaningful way to
stay in touch

Crystals
Metaphysic
Supply
Little Herbal
Apothecary
Gifts & Décor
Winter Hours
Beginning January 8th
Fridays & Saturdays
Noon - 3 pm
3410 South Otter Bay Road

crystals-whitesage@northisleapotheca.co

Check us out on
Facebook & Instagram
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Accept reality

Denying the seriousness of the
situation does not help; neither does
railing against it. Acceptance is not
hopelessness or helplessness, rather it
is the releasing of stuck energy that can
now be focused on positive action.
Stay calm and carry on

This slogan seems like a worn cliché
today, but self-calming techniques to
reduce anxiety lead to more effective
coping strategies and stronger mental
health. Carrying on with your work,
your self-care, your interests and
hobbies, and looking after your home,
your loved ones; and your community
can lead to a sense of empowerment and
worth.
There are many excellent websites
loaded with tried-and-true advice as
well as new and creative ways to cope
and stay healthy during this trying time.
Here are just a few suggestions they
offer:
Go on a “bad news boycott,” challenging
yourself to stay away from social media
or newscasts full of bad news, refraining
from constantly looking up the

distressing statistics on the pandemic,
watching scary or disturbing movies,
or depressing documentaries. Allow
yourself a five-minute check-in a few
times a week if you must, but see how
long you can go without bad news and
how your moods are affected.
If you are having difficulty staying
motivated, make sure you are getting
enough rest and exercise. Try to get
outside as much as possible. Now may
be the time to establish a routine to
get a sense of structure in your day. Or
perhaps you need to adjust your routine,
to shake things up a bit, add something
totally new, or change things that are
not working. Find a motivational buddy,
someone you can plan changes or set
goals with that you can report back to.
Move your body, go for a walk with a
friend, put on some music and sing and
dance around the house, multi-task by
working out in front of the television in
the evenings.
Take advantage of all the new stuff
online: virtual concerts and museum
tours, meditation, yoga, and fitness
classes online, music or art lessons
on YouTube, science and nature films
through BBC or National Geographic.
For more ideas, search the
following topics

Thank you for
the opportunity
to serve you in
the legislature.
I love the work that I do.
It ﬁres me up every day!
We are in that chamber
with integrity, standing
up for what matters to us,
and staying true to our values.

• Psychology Today.com: 101 Ways to
Cope With COVID-19 Stress: Strategies for self-care and growth during
this pandemic.
• HelpGuide.org: Dealing with depression during coronavirus.
• World Health Organization Mental
Health and COVID-19

Adam Olsen MLA

Saanich North & the Islands
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For families

• Kids Out and About: 250 creative
ways to keep your family sane during
the COVID-19 crisis
• Artworkarchive.com: art making
activities for your kids during
COVID-19
• KidsAbility.ca: fun activities COVID-19
Elizabeth Miles, MSc and CCC,
Counsellor at the Pender Island
Health Clinic

Santa’s Sac

I

t’s that time of year again when we at
Santa’s Sac send out a huge thank you
to so many on Pender Island who helped
make Christmas merrier for others. This
year we were able to support 26 families
(with 47 children), 34 singles, and 10
couples with food hampers or food
cards, toys, and clothing. Your generous
donations of gifts through the Elf Tree
were truly incredible and all children
received gifts they requested and needed.
Thank you to the businesses, groups,
and clubs who sponsor the Santa’s Sac
program: PI Pharmacy, Tru Value Foods,
PI Fire Rescue, Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239, The Lions Club, Nu-To-Yu,
and the PI Yacht Club. Many thanks to
those who donated to #10 on the Spirit
Board and to so many of you who sent
in individual donations. Thank you to
all who donated your time to sort gifts,
wrap boxes, fill hampers, and deliver
food and toys. Special thanks to Mike
and Gail at Tru Value Foods who order
all the food and deliver it to the Anglican
Parish Hall on delivery day and make up
the many gift cards each year.

electricity systems on the roof of all
suitable public buildings on Pender by
2020. Our plan was to raise the money,
plan the systems, and install them,
without the recipients having to pay to
go solar.
Our dream mostly came true. The first
project involved installing 39 panels on
the roof of the recycling depot in April
2015. It worked! The second, largest and
most complex project involved putting
105 panels on top of the Pender Island
School in the spring of 2016. Then came
the Community Hall (51 panels), the
library (31 panels), the medical centre
(29 panels) and most recently Fire Hall
#1 (42 panels).
That adds up to a grand total of 297 panels
on six public buildings, generating clean
electricity for decades to come. The
systems have already produced a total
of approximately 260,000 kilowatthours worth of electricity. Community
groups are benefitting from substantial
reductions in their electricity bills.

M o m C a ro l , E l l a , a n d H u d s o n d e l i v e r i n g t o y s f o r t h e E l f Tre e P ro j e c t f o r S a n t a ’s S a c . 1 6 5 g i f t s w e re d o n a t e d f o r t h e c h i l d re n

Thank you to the Anglican Parish of
Saturna and Pender Islands for allowing
us to use the hall each year and opening
just for us this year when the church
was closed. Finally, an extra special
huge thank-you to my wonderful
employers, Sam and Sherrie Boyte, for
hosting the Elf Tree at Dockside Realty
and allowing me to turn the office into
Santa’s workshop for a month. The
project would not be possible without
the space.
It is a remarkable experience to be
involved with so many wonderful
people each year for Santa’s Sac. The
caring, thoughtfulness, and generosity
on this island brings so much joy and
happiness to others - it makes my
Christmas and holiday season very
special too. In closing, the biggest hug
to Barb MacPherson for her tireless
commitment to the needs of others in
this community. She truly is a gift all
year round.
Thank you all for being wonderful elves
and best wishes for a healthy New Year.
Te r r y S h e p h e rd , C o o rd i n a t o r

Final Update on Pender
Solar Initiative 2020

B

ack in 2015, a group of Pender
Island residents spearheaded by
Andy Nowak decided it was time to
stop talking about renewable energy and
do something about it. The group also
included Robb Zuk, Niall Parker, Craig
Greenhill, Jude Farmer, John Bowers
and David Boyd. We named our cabal
the Pender Solar Initiative 2020 and
dreamed of putting solar photovoltaic

We were fortunate to work with Dave
Neads and GabEnergy, who gave us great
prices on the solar panels and associated
equipment for the recycling depot and
then kept lowering their prices every
time we made an order. The International
Energy Agency recently repeated that
solar is the cheapest type of electricity
in most parts of the world, a dramatic
change from just a decade ago.
We’d like to express our thanks to the
hundreds of Pender Islanders who
supported the projects, including a
few super generous folks who shall
remain nameless, the Nu-To-Yu, the
CRD, Bullfrog Energy, the Victoria
Foundation, the Pender Island School

Joseph Wong
Free Estimates
Owner Operator
maximpestsolutions@gmail.com
250-889-5575
Box 27108, 772 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria BC V9B5S4
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Parents Advisory Committee, Pete
Fennell
Construction,
Jamieson
Electric, Alan Neil Electric, and School
District 64.
Although PSI 2020 has reached its
natural conclusion, we encourage
Pender Islanders interested in solar
energy to check out the Salish Sea
Renewable Energy Co-op. They help
islanders with bulk purchases of solar
panels, do great education work, and
also advocate for solar friendly policies
from governments. Their website is
www.ssrec.org.
D r. D a v i d R . B o y d

Green Angel Woodchoppers
Help us help Pender

T

he Green Angel Woodchoppers
have been chopping firewood across
Pender Island for several years. We are
ten older guys who get out a couple
of times each week to chop firewood.
These days, due to COVID-19, we only
get out in small groups.
Our modest goal is to help Penderites.
Our model is simple. We buck, split,
and deliver firewood. We get outside,
get some exercise, and have a cup
of coffee to discuss all sorts of Big
Questions and Small Things (these
days, our visits are properly distanced).
We sell the firewood to North and South
Penderites. All money raised selling
the firewood is donated to community
groups and worthy initiatives on
Pender. Our choppers donate their
time, cover all expenses personally, and
make additional contributions to the
community groups we support.
Our primary focus is supporting young
people on Pender, directly and through

8

Wo o d c h o p p e r s a t w o r k a t a l o c a l l o t n e a r y o u

support of community groups necessary
for a vibrant, sustainable community.
Over the past two years we have, in
addition to donating free firewood to
people in need of some warmth from
the community, made cash donations to
numerous groups including Children’s
Youth Choir, Climate Action (School),
Community Resource Center, Concert
Society, Epicenter, Hall Renovation,
Junior Sailing, MAP (Moving around
Pender), Pender Islands Conservancy,
Pender Island Health Care Society,
Pender Pride, Salish Sea Stars, School
Workshop, Dragonfly Day Care Centre,
and the Pender Young Violins.
We have been very fortunate to have
firewood logs donated to us by Pender
Island landowners. Sometimes trees
come down in storms, and sometimes
they are brought down to make room for
other activities. We really appreciate it
when someone donates the firewood logs
to us. It helps us help the community. If
you have some trees coming down, or
some that perhaps have been down for
a while waiting for the firewood fairy to
come by, contact us at woodchoppers@
shaw.ca.
Wo o d c h o p p e r s
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Cellphones to Bring Cheer

Project Manager Ibrahim Swaray
gratefully accepting the phone
we brought him last year.

F

or the past few winters, we have
enjoyed exploring tropical climes
but, even without COVID-19, we would
have been happy that this winter’s
adventure was to move to the property
of our dreams on South Pender Island.
We’re delighted to be here! Still, we
have not forgotten the many friends
we made last winter in Sierra Leone,
where we spent two months working
with an NGO called the Victoria-Taiama
Partnership https://www.taiama.org/.

Remembering
Elma Mae Moebes
Sep. 2, 1930 - Nov. 23, 2020

Although tiny, the NGO has made a
huge difference in the town of Taiama:
rebuilding a school, building and running
a small maternity clinic, providing
vocational training for women,
running an education centre, providing
scholarships and a safe house for girls
who are studying, and more. Sierra
Leone is one of the poorest countries in
the world; people get by on very little
and so the partnership’s impact has been
big. We have several staff members in
Sierra Leone who are paid according
to local wages - a pittance compared to
what we earn here - so we love to give
them perks whenever we can.

Kid’s Corner

E

lma Mae Moebes of North
Vancouver,
British
Columbia
peacefully passed away on November
23, 2020 from cancer. She was born
on September 2, 1930, the third of nine
children. She is preceded in death by
her husband, James Moebes in 2002,
her partner Clare Kerr in 2009, her
parents, Allan and Elma Smith, brothers
Alistair and Norman Smith and sisters
Olive Pearson and Mabes Friedel. She
is lovingly remembered by her sisters
Patricia Robertson, Muriel (Cecil)
Schmidt, Rhoda Matner, and Fran
(Rick) De Avila; numerous nieces and
nephews; and many cherished friends.

Gently used cell phones are on their wish
list and ours, to improve their ability
to communicate with us and with one
another. If you have a working unlocked
cell phone you no longer use and would
like to put a smile on someone’s face,
please get in touch with me by text or
phone 250-818-7592. You’ll need to
remove your data from the phone and reset
it to factory settings. If all goes well, the
volunteer Canadian project coordinator,
Eric Sama, will be heading to Sierra Leone
in the coming spring and could bring your
cell to one of our staff members.
Faye Mogensen
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Elma worked in North Vancouver for
many years at the North Shore Winter
Club. Her husband was working mainly
on Pender Island and Elma found
travelling back and forth each weekend
became a tiring situation so she moved
there as well. She became very actively
involved in many community activities.
One thing Elma and Jim coordinated
was the Christmas Care Tree for the
Lions Club on Pender Island. This
monumental task included soliciting
funds, recording donations, and writing
thank-you letters.
After Jim’s passing, Elma moved back
to North Vancouver. Elma has enjoyed
a variety of interests and hobbies,
from gardening, golfing, playing the
organ to all the activities at Parkgate
Center - crafts, cards, exercise classes,
and charity events. With all of these
endeavours, she has made and enjoyed
the friendships of so many special
friends.
We want to thank the staff at Lions Gate
Hospital for their compassionate care.
Also, a special thank you to Elma’s longtime friend, Elsie, who has so lovingly
assisted Elma through this transition
over the last few weeks.
As per Elma’s wishes, she is to be
cremated and laid to rest beside Jim
on Pender Island. Due to COVID-19,
no memorial services will be held.
Memorial donations may be made to the
charity of your choice.
Elma will most certainly be missed by
many!
Muriel Schmidt and Family
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Kathleen Emily Oram

Dianne Joan Scoles

Dec. 17, 1936 - Nov. 11, 2020

Feb. 18, 1941 - Dec. 9, 2020

K

athy passed away suddenly on the
morning of November 11. Kathy
loved all animals, especially dogs, and
wanted to pet every one she happened
to see. Kathy had a dog-sitting business
a few years ago and enjoyed every dog
that she looked after so lovingly. Kathy
volunteered for many years at the NuTo-Yu using her experience gained from
working in various jewellery stores,
including The Bay. Kathy is sadly
missed by her heartbroken husband,
Roy, and cousins and nieces and
nephews across Canada as well as her
friends on Pender Island. Kathy and Roy
would have celebrated their sixty-fifth
wedding anniversary next St. Patrick’s
Day. If you wish to make a donation in
Kathy’s memory, please consider the
SPCA or such other animal cause.
Roy Oram
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A

wonderful wife to Ted, a magnificent
mother to our six children: Ernie
(Doreen) of Saskatoon, Donna Jean (d.
1983), John (Megan and grand-daughter
Frances), Patricia (Anesh d. 2020),
James, and Steven, all of Winnipeg.
Dianne was a person of many talents:
a counsellor and teacher with specialneeds children, a physiotherapist,
business owner/manager, a tailor and
bookkeeper, real estate salesperson, art
history professor at the University of
Manitoba, and an accomplished artist,
whose paintings and drawings have been
exhibited and sold across the prairies.
She was a published genealogist,
researcher, and writer; a local activist
for many, many years; and a crafter and
gardener extraordinaire. She practiced

Reiki for many years as well, and was
certified a Reiki Master in 2019. Her
energy has reached many, many people
around the world, and it always will.
Dianne wove living experiences into
positive threads in the fabric of her
life. After graduation from The Pas
Collegiate with the Governor General’s
Medal, she entered the University
of Toronto to study physiotherapy.
Her practicums included six months
working in hospitals in both Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick. Graduating
from physiotherapy at the University
of Manitoba, she practiced at the
Clearwater Lake Hospital in Northern
Manitoba.
She returned to school later in life,
graduating with the gold medal (Art
History) from the University of
Manitoba in 1993. She went on to study
in Victoria, while commuting from
Pender Island, and achieved her Master
of Arts in 1995 (with honours) from the
University of Victoria (Art History). She
went on to teach at the U of M (School
of Art) when she returned to Winnipeg
from B.C. in 2002, and achieved yet
another B.A. in 2007 from the U of
M. She was a life-long lover of books,
reading, and learning.
Dianne and Ted married in June of 1963,
and lived in many wonderful places,
enjoying many beautiful summers at
Clearwater Lake and the beauty of the
north in The Pas, and Thompson - twice
for a total of 13 years, Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia for two incredible years (with
family), and Winnipeg, Morden and
beautiful Pender Island, B.C. for eight
wonderful years, eventually moving
back to Winnipeg in 2001.
Dianne touched the lives of many
students on many levels, and for seven
years she taught Art History and her
favourite subject - Celtic Art - at the
U of M. Her teaching was highly-rated
(4.9/5), and her students described
her teaching as “superb,” “unreal,”
“amazing,” and “awesome” and that
“she was a wonderful professor”
whose “lectures were the equivalent
of fresh-baked banana bread.” Mom
was also extremely supportive of all
of her children’s education and career
choices, and her lifelong dream was to
see all of her grandchildren and great-

grandchildren complete their formal
education.
Dianne made travel a big part of her life,
and our lives. Our first major trip was
to the mountains in 1963, where she
learned to drive. The next trip was to
New York City and a Caribbean cruise
in 1966. Then to the UK and Ireland in
1975 (the first of many, many more trips
to the UK and Ireland). With Ted’s job
taking the family to Saudi Arabia, we
had many great holidays with all of our
family: Thailand, Cyprus, Egypt, Kenya,
the Seychelles, Hawaii, Hong Kong,
and Singapore. A three day Safari in the
Masai-Mara game preserve in Kenya,
with the family, was a spectacular
experience.
Dianne enjoyed many trips to Ireland
with Ted and various family members,
and many trips to Spain with Ted and
various family members. Her deep love
of Ireland - the spirit of the Irish people
against all odds, especially - will be
cast in stone. One of her favourite Irish
sayings: “It is what it is.”
Her greatest joy was to take her
granddaughter, Frances, on a trip to
Ireland last year. Megan and John and
Frances and Grandmother stayed in a
castle and spent three weeks traveling
the country by car.
She was born in The Pas to Frank
and Margaret, and is survived by her
sister Donna Nabess (Don d. 2016)
and brother Jim (Shannon). She leaves
behind five grandchildren, and eight
great grandchildren, several dear nieces
and nephews and she kept in touch
with every one of them over the years,
making sure each and every birthday
was accounted for. Also brothers-in-law
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Jack Scoles (Joyce d. 2019 ) Vancouver;
and Joe (Margaret d. 2018) of Ottawa,
and many, many dear and long-time
friends.
She asked that all who knew her as a
friend or family member, remember
her in their prayers, as she did daily for
so many. Dianne’s was a life very well
lived. We know no one kinder, smarter,
and more caring, and no one with a better
attitude to all of life’s possibilities and
challenges, than our incredible Mom.
May your beautiful Spirit continue to
guide us for the rest of our earthly lives.
And may we feel your Spirit soaring,
and gifting, at new heights.
The angels lifted Mom gently a little
too early from us, but not before Mom
graced and gifted us with lives filled
with a million big hugs, love, light, and
amazing memories. Slainte (cheers),
Mom!
Mom, Dianne: may your spirit guide you
forward every step of the way, and may
your spirit continue to guide and nurture
us, your loving and caring family.
A special thanks to the staff at Cancer
Care MB, and the staff at Riverview
Hospice. A private celebration of
Dianne’s life will take place after
COVID-19 subsides.
Donations to a charity of your choice
can be made in lieu of flowers.
Scoles Family
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Gary Steeves
March 30, 1950-December 8, 2020

W

e are deeply saddened to report
that Gary Steeves passed away
on Tuesday, December 8 at the Royal
Jubilee Hospital after a short battle with
Leukaemia, with his spouse Marina

STORAGE
WINDJAMMER SELF STORAGE
NOW AVAILABLE
Unheate d Clean an d Dry U nits
Sizes 8' X 9' and 8' X 12'

Call Jeremy at 629-0019
(Just remember 19)

Horvath at his side. Gary was born
in 1950 in Moncton, New Brunswick
and grew up there. He attended Mount
Allison University where he studied
Economics and Political Science
while also working as a miner to
fund his education. It was during his
time working in the mines that he
first became involved in the labour
movement, serving as a Shop Steward
for the Rock and Tunnel Workers Union.
After university, he worked at a mill in
Campbell River, BC and a gold mine in
Stewart, BC where he played hockey
for the company team. When the mine
closed, he and a friend he had met in
Stewart set off on a tour of Europe.
After the tour, Gary landed in Ottawa
and worked for six years in the House of
Commons as an Executive Assistant for
NDP MP Cyril Symes. While working
on Parliament Hill, Gary helped to
organize, and was the first president
of, the Parliamentary Association of
Support Staff. He then worked as a
researcher for the Canadian Union of
Public Employees and the Canadian
Labour Congress.
He met the love of his life, Marina
Horvath, in 1978 and they were married
in October 1979, moving to Burnaby
to work for the BC Government and
Service Employees Union (BCGEU).
Gary served as a Research Officer,
Arbitration Representative, Assistant
Director of Membership Services,
Coordinator of Technical Support
Services, and as a Regional Coordinator.
He was the Director of Field Services
and Organizing from May 1993 until
his retirement in June 2004. He was a
tireless advocate for improving working
conditions for union members and was

also a community activist working on
social and environmental issues. While
working for BCGEU, he served on many
boards, including BC Federation of
Labour, BC Labour Force Development
Board, and the Industry Training and
Apprentice Commission. Gary was
a founding member of the BC Labour
Heritage Centre where he remained
active in commemorating BC labour
history until his death.
After working for BCGEU for 25 years
and retiring in 2004, Gary was elected
as North Pender Island Trustee in a byelection and then re-elected in 2005,
2008, and 2011. Gary was appointed
by Islands Trust Council to serve as
a Vice Chair, serving as LTC Chair
on the Mayne, Saturna, Galiano, and
Thetis Local Trust Committees as well
as the Council’s Finance Committee.
He was known for his fair, thoughtful
approach to decision-making and he
loved meeting and working closely
with islanders, helping them live up to
the Islands Trust’s Preserve & Protect
mandate which he believed in so deeply.
Renowned for his extensive knowledge
of Labour History, Gary wrote a book
which was published last September.
“Tranquility Lost” documents the
events that took place in 1983 when the
Social Credit government of the day
imposed across-the-board cuts to social
services, including the sudden closure
of the Tranquille School, a home for
people with developmental delays in
Kamloops, with no plan for relocation
of its residents or its dedicated staff.
Upon learning this, BCGEU staff
members at Tranquille came together,
ousted management, took over, and ran
the facility. Gary played a key part in the

Farm Fre s h Fre e Ra ng e

Eggs
Apple Juice
Walnuts
S he phe rd's C ro ft Fa rm
2234 Po rt Was hi ngton Roa d

6 29 - 6 6 44
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occupation supporting union members
and finally, negotiating suitable
relocations for the residents and staff. It
was only one of many, many times in his
personal and professional life that Gary
was able to use his unique attention to
detail, empathy, and heartfelt belief in
fighting for social and environmental
justice to bring people together, mediate,
and settle disputes. Gary will always
be remembered for his warm smile,
his great storytelling ability, his keen
intellect, great sense of humour, and
his open heart. For many of us, Pender
Island will never be the same.
Gary is survived by his beloved soulmate
and wife of 41 years, Marina Horvath;
his sisters Shelly Steeves and Bonnie
Steeves, her daughter and grandchildren;
his “Pender kids,” Angeline Brandt and
Cayle Rogers; sister-in-law and brotherin-law, Lana (Horvath) and Larry Wise;
their children and grandchildren; many
cousins and their families and many
dear friends. Gary’s funeral was held at
St. Sophia’s Russian Orthodox Church
in Victoria on Saturday, December 12,
followed by interment at Pender Island
Cemetery.
A celebration of Gary’s life will be held
at a later date. In lieu of flowers, please
donate to the Pender Island Health Care
Society, (5712 Canal Road, Pender
Island, BC, V0N 2M2). He served
as the organization’s President and
held it very near and dear to his heart.
Marina would like to extend her special,
heartfelt thanks to the staff and support
workers at the Pender Island Health
Clinic for their kind, caring support at
this difficult time.
Ken Hancock

T he A rts
Pender Island Art Society

H

appy New Year
to everyone. As I
write this the vaccines
have started to arrive
in Canada and the
first health care workers are being
vaccinated. I am optimistic that life will
return to a more normal state by mid to
late in the year. That said, the pandemic
could impact us for a bit longer, so I’m
trying to be patient.
We did have a December session
planned but that’s had to be postponed
until January. If able we will try to
hold the session on January 18, but of
course we need to wait to hear from Dr.
Bonnie early in 2021 as to whether it’s
safe to gather and what the next steps
are in terms of keeping the spread of
COVID-19 in check while trying to
navigate daily life. I will email current
members approximately a week to ten
days ahead of time should we decide
that having a session on January 18 is
an option. If the news is good, and I’m
hopeful, we’ll be looking for members
to lead more sessions. To that end,
please contact me if you’re willing to
lead something once we can gather
again.

show there from January 26 - February 8.
I’m really looking forward to checking
out their show as they’re both such fine
artists. As well, there are a number of
open calls for shows with a wide range
of themes slated for 2021. I encourage
members to support the gallery through
visits and submissions should you have
pieces that might fit the topic and that
you are proud of. It doesn’t have to be
flawless, just shoot for work you feel
you did a good job of. Most of us don’t
have anything “perfect” to our own
eyes, I suspect!
Anyway, keep on creating and I hope to
see many of you in the near future!
B re n d a S l e d z i n s k i , 		
D i re c t o r a t L a rg e

Pender Island 		
Celtic Music Society

A

time to look back,
and a time to look
ahead…it’s that time
of year. Last year
was the pipe band’s
25th anniversary. We
had hoped to mark the occasion with

We went ahead with the virtual art show
and I have heard that there have been
some sales. The show continues past the
cut-off date for the January issue of The
Pender Post so Peter Paré will update us
next month on how that went.
The Ptarmigan Gallery is open and Ron
Underhill and Kelly Leroux are having a

We accept
drop-off of clean,
non-invasive
brush/yard waste.
Such as
• grass clippings
• small branches
Please call for more info...

250-629-6690
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Piper Larry Dempster, now our pipe
major, joined in 1996 and stayed on.
Other pipers include Carole Sheaves
and the late Brian Nord, who came
on board in 2000, Sue Foote, now
retired, (2005), Alan Morrish (2007),
Sue Morton (2011), Heath Lansdowne
(2012), Paul Hamson, Callum McKay,
Caroline McKay (2015), Graeme Parker,
Alexander Croft, and Caren Rennie
(2016). The drum section consists of
three snares - lead snare Joyce Steeves
(2010), Marie Dion (2013) and Jan
Wallace (2015), bass drummer Denis
Dion (2013), and tenor Shawna Barrett
(2018).

special performances and a celebratory
gathering but that was not to be. Instead,
we are quietly reminiscing. It was back
in 1994 that Jack Russell, Jim Dunlop,
and Marshall Butcher first began

informally piping together. By the
following year, having acquired a bass
drum from the New Westminster Band,
a snare, and drummers, the group found
themselves in a position to officially
form a small band. The three founders
leafed through the book of tartans, chose
the Ramsay Blue, and got permission
from the Ramsay Clan in Scotland to
wear it as their band tartan. The band’s
name was suggested by bass and tenor
drummer Davey Sanders: “We’re proud
Pender Islanders, so let’s call ourselves
the Pender Highlanders.”
As in the case of most new beginnings,
membership was tenuous, never
exceeding eight consistent players,
as they came and went over the years.

SGI Community Economic
Sustainability Commission
...economic prosperity,
social equity,
environmental quality
www.sustainableislands.ca
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The band, led by Jack Russell that
year, first participated in Legion Band
Competitions in 2002 on Salt Spring
Island. Subsequent competitions took
them from Campbell River to Hope.
From 2005 to 2010 they placed second
or third in the Grade 4 competitions.
(Grade 1 is the world championship
category).
Several of our players
have won or placed in individual
competitions.
If you have followed us over the course
of a typical year, you will have seen
and heard us performing at the Polar
Bear Swim, Burns Night on Pender
and Saturna Islands, Canada Day, the
Show ‘n Shine car show, the fall fairs
on Mayne and Pender Islands, the Terry
Fox Run, Remembrance Day, including
the Candlelight Service at the cemetery,
and the Santa Ship. Sometimes, the
band receives requests for individual
pipers or small groups to perform at
private events. We are always honoured
to do our part in whatever way suits the
occasion.

David Howe

Electoral Area Director
Southern Gulf Islands
250.216.5618
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/southerngulf

Larry Dempster Remembers

“The pipe band has endured many
hurdles over the past 25 years, with
members coming and going due to
leaving the island, or not realizing how
much work it is, or passing away too
soon while the bucket list is not done
yet.
We have a great group of people with
the same goal in mind, and that’s to
make music and have fun at it. One
day soon COVID-19 will be behind us.
So, when the smoke clears, or should I
say the virus clears, and we get back to
regular practices, come check us out if
you always wanted to join a pipe band.”
Marie Dion

Pender Island 		
Quilters’ Circle

W

e had high
hopes for
a quilting session
at the Church Hall in December but,
alas, it was not to be. Instead, we
met through Zoom on December 16,
graciously hosted by Susan PurneyMark, and enjoyed a virtual show and
share. A range of projects were held up
to the screen for viewing and included
Christmas quilts and gifts, quilts for
grandchildren, and other lovely items,
which included a New York Beauty in
blue, a strip quilt in shades of blue, and
a Falling Leaves quilt created by Sue
Foote, Ann England, Charlotte Edwards,
Susan Dawson, Susan Purney-Mark,
and Laura Vilness. Susan D. pointed out
that her strip quilt, which is beautiful,
is uncharacteristically subtle as she
usually has more vibrant hues; we may
be having an influence on her. The joy of

coming together is to appreciate and be
inspired by the work of others. At least
one of us will be eligible for a chocolate
reward for a finished project at our next
in-person meeting; it keeps us motivated
to work on our UFOs (Unfinished
Objects). Susan Purney-Mark described
her new studio space at Hope Bay and
several of us have been to visit and have
seen how functional and appealing it is.

a new perspective for our family. The
tree will remain up well into January
and is a cheerful, uplifting sight for
the new year. It’s a time where we are
forced to change our routines and adapt
to the uncertainty of the world. “Stay
flexible and go with the flow” refers to
our quilting projects and meetings and
to life as it unfolds. It is a positive way
to embark on our journey into 2021.

We may have to hold our January
meeting by Zoom as the date, January
11, is just after the end of the current
restrictions and we don’t know what
the next provincial mandate will entail.
Susan Purney-Mark has volunteered to
create an online instructional session
for foundation piecing, a method of
sewing along the lines of a paper pattern
to create a precisely pieced 6” block.
We will provide the Zoom link to our
members if that is our January plan. We
have a free motion machine quilting
session by Heather Duncan in the project
queue for our next in-person meeting at
the Church Hall. There is much to look
forward to in this new year.

Happy New Year to all our members and
their families.
L a u r a Vi l n e s s

A Quilter’s Philosophy

Timelines have not been as relevant
this year. I was late in putting up my
Christmas tree and then it took several
weeks to decorate it. While I was
hanging ornaments, I was reminded of
where these ornaments came from and
who gave them to me. There were at
least thirty years of memories attached
to various decorations and it became a
reflective and leisurely task. I changed
my decorating pattern by hanging the
cute bears and Santas at the bottom
of the tree so that my grandson could
touch and enjoy them. To experience
the tree through the eyes of a child is
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Ptarmigan Arts

H
offer.

appy New Year
from
Ptarmigan
Arts! We look forward
to another great year of
sharing the richness of
arts that the island has to

Singing for Fun, Singing for Joy

The next session of Singing for Fun,
Singing for Joy begins on January 7
at 1:30 pm. We will be holding the
sessions on Zoom until we are able to
safely meet together in person at the
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Community Hall. Whether you are a
seasoned vocalist or have always been
afraid of using your voice, there is a
space for you in this group. Mary’s
gentle demeanour and accessible songs
will help you find joy in melodies and
harmonies and singing together with
others. Registration is just $38 for five
weeks, and subsidies are available.
Caregivers are welcome to join for no
cost.
PIJazz

Though the PIJazz Band is not able to
meet right now, we are looking for new
players who would be interested in
joining the ranks! Get in touch with us
if you would like to give the Jazz Band
a try. Directed by Steph Jackson, this
long-established group meets on the first
and third Tuesday of the month at the
Anglican Parish Hall from 7 - 9 pm.
Ukulele Strum

This month’s ukulele strums will be
happening on January 6 and 20 from 4
- 5 pm via Zoom, unless we are able to
safely meet in person. Register online
to receive the Zoom invite! Anyone is
welcome to join this fun, accessible

singalong, and chord charts for the
songs we regularly play can be found on
our website: www.ptarmiganarts.org/
ukulele.
Community Gatherings

This month, the weekly Community
Gatherings will be happening as live
streams or pre-recorded performances
until we can meet together again.
This month you will hear the sounds
of Caitlin Rae on January 8, Peach &
Quiet on January 15 celebrating the
release of their newest album, and more
local performers on January 22 and 29
to be announced shortly.
The Gallery at Ptarmigan Arts

Thank you to everyone who did their
Christmas shopping at the Gallery this
season and supported our local artists!
We are so appreciative of all of you who
regularly come down to check out the
latest shows. If you haven’t visited the
Gallery, this is a great time to do so.
Our holiday show Movement, curated
by Monica Bennett, will be running
until January 10, after which we will be
switching the Gallery over for a brandnew show, yet to be announced. We are

open Tuesday through Sunday, 11 am - 3
pm, and look forward to seeing you.
For information on any of the above
programs and The Gallery, visit our
website www.ptarmiganarts.org.
L a u re n M a n n

Three on the Tree 		
Production Society

T

his New Year’s
Eve will come
and go without the
usual fanfare but
that won’t stop us
from working to
create some beautiful art behind the
scenes. Last month I touched on our
ever shifting plans for the annual Magic
Lake Lantern Festival and while writing
this there is no real shift in our situation,
but we have high hopes for the next
couple of months. In the meantime we
are continuously adapting what can
be offered. This year has been a true
challenge for all who organize events
and artistic endeavors that attempt to
bring people together. It has been a great
lesson in perseverance, adaptability, and
our creativity to do the most with what
we are given any specific day. With
this in mind, I’m happy to announce
that we’re intending to produce a film
version of the festival to be shown in the
spring along with lanterns created by the
public. Exact details of time and place
to be determined, but we hope it will be
an event which celebrates a new, more
optimistic year ahead.
In the meantime, I would like to
thank all of the artists who are on this
wild journey to realize a festival in a
pandemic, however that may be defined.
The positivity with which you look at
the world is unrivalled.
As always please visit the website
threeonthetree.org or our Facebook page
(search:
threeonthetreependerisland)
for updates on what will be offered and
how to view it or participate from home.
A l a i a H a m e r,
P ro g r a m m i n g C o o rd i n a t o r,
alaiahamer@gmail.com
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C ommunity S ervices
BC Ambulance Service

remove deadheads that might threaten
the safety of the boat crew. And they are
always checking in with us, asking what
more they can do to help us do our job
safely.
Thank you to the MLPOS and your
marina volunteers for all of your
thoughtful hard work!

BC Ambulance at Thieves Bay

T

he Pender Island
Ambulance
Station crew wants to publicly thank the
Magic Lake Property Owners’ Society
(MLPOS) and their marina volunteers,
because of how grateful we are to the
Society Marina Operations. MLPOS
has also received a personalized thank
you card.
When a patient can’t be cared for on
Pender, local paramedics arrange to
meet a specialized “ambulance boat” at
Thieves Bay that will take the patient to
Vancouver Island.
This is where MLPOS comes in

When we load a patient onto the boat at
Thieves Bay it is often the middle of the
night, windy, and rainy…and without
a well-maintained marina and dock, it
would be stressful and dangerous for us
and our patients.
Fortunately, in addition to reserving a
designated space for our boat to dock,
MLPOS makes frequent improvements
to keep us safe. They have installed
non-slip panels on the dock, motion
sensor lights, and guard rails to prevent
falls. They also keep our “Ambulance
Loading Zone” freshly painted and

Sincerely, The crew at the Pender
Ambulance Station (and everyone we
care for)
S h a n n o n B r a y f o rd

Community Paramedic

I

n the darker winter months, we need
to be more mindful of road safety,
especially as pedestrians.
I have
been driving the roads at night quite
frequently of late, and I’ve passed many
people walking and cycling in the dark.
Some of the people I’ve passed have
been extremely easy to see, while others
have been almost invisible. I thought
it would be helpful to offer a couple
of simple suggestions on how to make
yourself more visible to drivers and
protect yourself.
Carry a flashlight that gives off enough
light to see the road ahead of you.
Also, be sure to wear clothing that has
reflective surfaces on all sides, such as
a safety vest. As a reminder, if there
are two cars approaching your location
from opposite directions keep in mind
that both drivers are trying to see the
road while being dazzled by the other’s
headlights, and they likely will not be
able to see either you or your pet on the
side of the road.

PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals

Open Monday to Friday: 10 am to 4 pm
#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store

HAPPY NEW YEAR
BC Smoking Cessation Program
Most smokers become addicted to
nicotine, a drug that is found naturally
in tobacco. Tobacco smoke is very
harmful: it contains a deadly mix of
more than 7,000 chemicals; hundreds
are harmful, and about 70 can cause
cancer.
People who stop smoking greatly
reduce their risk for disease and early
death. Although the health benefits are
greater for people who stop at earlier
ages, there are benefits at any age. You
are never too old to quit.
Quitting smoking is hard and may
require several attempts. People who
stop smoking often start again because
of withdrawal symptoms, stress, and
weight gain.
Nicotine withdrawal symptoms may
include:
• Feeling irritable, angry, or anxious
• Having trouble thinking
• Craving tobacco products
• Feeling hungrier than usual
Nicotine replacement therapy can help
with withdrawal symptoms.
Did you know the Provincial
government has a special program to
help BC residents quit smoking? And
it’s free! BC residents that desire to quit
smoking are allowed 3 consecutive
months per year of nicotine
replacement therapy, either patches or
gum or inhalers, for free.
Kick the habit! The sooner the better!
See the pharmacist
information.

for

more

Monday - Friday 10am-6am
p
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm

250-629-9909
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Community Events for January
Friday Health Forum
Every Friday, 3 - 4 pm

The Friday Health Forum
event* open to everyone,
are welcome to participate
hour or to simply call in
conversation.

is a virtual
and people
for the full
for a short

First Aid Friday
Friday, January 8, 9:30 - 10 am

On the second Friday of every month I
host a virtual first aid discussion.
Virtual Events*

Virtual events can be accessed either
online (via a computer or cell phone) or
via telephone (toll free from a landline).
Please contact us via telephone or email
(listed below) to receive the access
information for our virtual events.
If you have any questions or
suggestions, please feel free to contact
us at CP.PenderIsland@bcehs.ca or via
landline at 629-6344.
Alyssa Whoollcombe

CRD Bylaw and 		
Animal Care Services
CRD Dog Licence Renewal		
for 2021

T

he
CRD
“Animal
Regulation
and Impounding Bylaw No.1, 1986”
specifies that “the owner of a dog shall
obtain a licence for the calendar year,
January 1 to December 31.” Failure to
do so can result in a fine of $100.
If you already have a CRD dog tag,
please contact the CRD before the end
of February to renew your licence for
2021. You can renew your permanent
CRD Dog Licence in four different
ways:
• by online banking
• by phone at 1-800-665-7899 using
Visa or Mastercard
• by email at crddoglicencing@crd.bc.ca
• by Canada Post
If you do not have a licence for your
dog, please obtain a new one now either
using the payment options shown above

or at the Pender Island Home Building
Centre.
With a permanent CRD Dog Licence,
your dog licence information is
available to our Officers 24 hours per
day, seven days a week with our Mobile
Dog Licence app. We have Live CRD
dog licence information in the palm of
our hands, ready to assist you if your pet
becomes lost or injured.
The CRD also offers free Cat ID Tags
too! Need more information? Visit our
website: www.crd.bc.ca/dogtag
For more information, contact the CRD
Bylaw and Animal Care Services: Tel:
1-800-665-7899; Website: https://
www.crd.bc.ca/service/animals-pets,
and Canada Post: 212-2780 Veterans
Memorial Parkway, Victoria, BC, V9B
3S6.
Donald Peden

Ferry Advisory Committee
Ferry Facts

T

he BCF Restart Agreement with
Transport Canada:

• On November 11, 2020, the Ministry
of Transportation entered into a Contribution Agreement with BC Ferries.
• The Contribution is one-time funding
of $308 million, 50% paid for by the
Federal Government and 50% by the
Provincial Government.
• The term of the agreement expires
March 31, 2024.
• The money is intended to offset the
COVID-19 related financial impact
to BC Ferries.
• BCF estimates the cost of the Safe
Restart as:
- $280 million for COVID-19 base
operating costs;
- $24 million to keep average annual
fares at no more than 2.3% for the next
three years starting in 2021/22.
- $4 million to ensure that discretionary sailings continue on minor and
northern routes.
• BCF will maintain affordable and
stable fares and stable service levels
over the three-year period.
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• BCF is expected to work towards
increasing capacity 20% above anticipated demand to minimize sailing
wait times at peak periods. This applies to all routes with the exception
of northern routes.
• BC Ferries will be required to provide regular service and financial
reports to the Province to ensure that
the terms of the agreement are met.
BCF response to questions
related to travellers who are
COVID-19 positive

BCF has protocols in place to allow
travel of any customer who is known
or possible positive COVID-19. People
may be travelling to a home after
having tested positive (to isolate or
recuperate). Sometimes people have to
leave their island for testing once they
have displayed symptoms (or are even
asymptomatic), as there are not sufficient
testing facilities in their community,
and they now need to return via ferry.
Or sometimes people are travelling to
their home (whether full- or part-time
resident there) for isolation.
In cases such as these, BCF has the
following guidelines:

or part-time residency exists), and we
need to allow this access. Someone may
feel they can isolate way more safely in
a remote island community (their home
has no neighbours, etc) than by staying
in a more densely populated urban
home.
As for employee practices, we have
detailed processes/protocols for how
to protect our employees at all times…
regardless of with which customers they
are interacting. Physical barriers (clear
plastic), gloves, cleaning, masks on both
employees and customers, etc are all in
place to protect everyone. We essentially
have to assume that any customer may
be COVID-positive (they may or may
not even know it themselves, they may
or may not be symptomatic, etc), and
prepare/react accordingly.
BCF prefers to ensure all passengers not
travel if they may be COVID-positive
(ie. answer yes to screening questions)
as per Transport Canada directive.
However, given the nature of each island
community’s testing services, we need
to allow flexibility to have people travel
to/from island homes if they need to;
we just ensure they can follow our extra

precautionary steps as noted above.
Progress on the construction of
the fourth Salish Class ferry

The Mayne Queen now has over 50
years of service with BCF, and the ship
will be replaced with a new Salish Class
ship in 2022.
Remontowa Shipbuilding is continuing
work on the construction of the fourth
“Salish” class ferry in a series of
dual-fuel (LNG/Diesel Electric) ships
ordered by the Canadian shipowner BC
Ferries – the biggest ferry operator in
North America and the second largest in
the world.
The ferry is being built under the contract
signed on November 1, 2019. Despite
the difficulties caused by the COVID-19
outbreak, work on the project is
progressing as planned. On February 4
this year (2020), a ceremony of the first
steel cutting was held to confirm the
start of the ship’s construction.
The first phase of the project execution
- an initial hull prefabrication - took less
than two months. On March 26, the keel
was laid starting the hull assembly stage.

• Travel in a vehicle and remain in
your vehicle for the duration of all
sailings if possible.
• Wear a mask at all times
• If you must leave your vehicle
(maybe to use a restroom), keep that
mask on and remain safely distanced
from all other passengers.
• Practice frequent hand washing/sanitizing practices at all times.
Early in the pandemic response,
Transport Canada implemented health
screening questions, see https://www.
bcferries.com/.../covid-19-coronavirusdisease to help determine if passengers
may be carrying the virus. And if people
replied ‘yes’ to these questions, they
were to be refused travel. This is still the
default directive for BCF.
However, given that many people had
valid reasons that made ferry travel
necessary (as noted above), we do
have flexibility to ensure we’re not
preventing people from accessing their
homes. A home is a home (whether full-

If you bought this issue instead of receiving it in your mailbox as usual,
your subscription to The Pender Post for 2020 has expired.
It is not too late to get a subscription from February to December 2021.
Cheque or etransfer
February - December
PayPal
February - December

On Island

Off Island

On-line

27.50

33.00

18.00

On Island

Off Island

On-line

29.00

34.50

19.50

For the United States and overseas delivery, please contact
Dianne Allison at subscriptions@penderpost.org for delivery options

Go to

www.penderpost.org
to buy your subscription
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which will be intensified after the hull
is assembled. The hull will be equipped
with the necessary systems and devices,
which must be installed before launching
scheduled for mid-November 2020.
Pender Island Ferry Advisory
Committee (FAC) Facebook Page

Today we can see the real shape of the
new ferry. Individual sections have been
assembled into three separate blocks,
which will soon form a complete hull.
Two of them were made on a new
mounting plate (specially prepared for
ships of this size). The assembly of
individual sections took place using a
gantry crane with a lifting capacity of
300 tons.
The stern block was built by Holm
Construction Ltd, which belongs to the
Remontowa Holding capital group. The
block was transported on a pontoon
to our shipyard and pulled onto the
mounting plate. Immediately upon its
arrival, joining the blocks was started.

Parallel to the construction of the hull,
prefabrication of the superstructure
block was in progress. On September 4,
it was transported by a floating sheerleg
to the shipyard, where for the next
few weeks the outfitting works will be
carried out.
During the weekend (September 5-6)
the operation of moving the bow block
and its connection to the midship block
of the ferry took place. Joining the
hull blocks, although it is a standard
operation, requires precision and
experience. It consists of several stages
and takes about three weeks.
For several weeks now, outfitting works
have been carried out on the hull blocks,

The Pender Island FAC has created a
Facebook page for island residents to
get more timely, accurate updates on
BCF news and changes to schedules.
The page is for information only and not
a community discussion site. Requests
to join the site are automatically
approved. Residents are encouraged
to join. The Facebook Group name
is: Pender Island Ferry Advisory
Facebook Group and can be found
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
penderislandferryadvisorycommittee/
Your local FAC committee would like
to hear from you. If you have a specific
sailing complaint, please provide, date,
time, sailing (from-to) and details.
All correspondence will be presented
to BCF. If you have any constructive
suggestions to improve service, please
email any one of the FAC members:
Roy Moore, bcffacroy@gmail.com;
Joanne Enns, JoanneEnns2@gmail.com;
Dale Henning, dchyvrpacificocean@
telus.net; and Ferry issues relating to
School District 64 should be sent to
Greg Lucas, Trustee for school district
64, glucas@sd64.org.
If you do not have a computer and email,
please drop off a written letter in the
community folder marked “Ferries” in
the Driftwood Dockside Realty office.
R o y M o o re

Gulf Islands Food Co-op
GIFC

T

he winter is a great
time for garden
planning and reflecting
on the lessons of the
previous year, in hopes
of producing fresh, nutritious food all
season long in 2021! Since several types
of crops need seeds to be started indoors
(some as early as January/ February),
thinking about your favourite vegetables
to grow, harvest, and eat, along with
considering the time, energy, space, and
soil needed to do so, is an important
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stage in any productive garden plan.
From my experience, this work is best
done from an easy chair in front of a
roaring fire with a cat on your lap on a
rainy day - by far the most comfortable
of gardening projects!
Were you able to grow and harvest a
significant amount of fresh produce
from your garden, but then found
yourself overwhelmed at times by the
volume of your bounty? GIFC will
continue to host the Co-operative Sales
Tables at the Saturday Markets, offering
backyard growers and farmers alike the
option of a reliable, weekly sales venue
for their produce in the summer through
to Thanksgiving, without the need for
growers to each do their own selling.
GIFC has also purchased pressure
canners and food dehydrators for
each island, ensuring that community
members have access to equipment
that allows them to preserve any excess
produce to prevent unnecessary food
waste. Please check out the GIFC
website at gulfislandsfoodco-op.org for
information on booking the equipment,
as well as for educational videos on
various food preservation methods, and
for adding yourself to our Gulf Islands
Food Registry, a voluntary listing of
all commercial producers on Pender,
Mayne, Galiano, and Saturna Islands.
Did you spend a lot of time in your
garden, but found that your efforts
amounted to less than you had hoped,
possibly due to the health of the soil
in your garden beds? Or perhaps you
would like to reintroduce Indigenous
food plants that have historically thrived
on the islands? Please see our website
for the past workshops that GIFC has
offered on the topics of soil building and
traditional WSANEC food practices,
and stay tuned for future education
on both regenerative agriculture and
cultivating the native food plants of
S,DÁYES.
Maybe you are a homeowner with
hopes that your underutilized garden
could be productive under the watch
of a dedicated food grower without
a space of their own? The GIFC is so
happy that the Community Resource
Centre (CRC) offers a Community
Garden Matching Program, helping
to ensure that no food-growing space

is overlooked. I encourage you to
visit the CRC’s Food Security page at
https://www.sgicommunityresources.ca/
food-security/ to connect as either the
landowner or as the potential gardener.
This regularly updated link is an
excellent regional resource, featuring
many other CRC projects related to
strengthening our local Gulf Islands
food system, including the development
of a local seed library on Pender, which
will also involve the GIFC.
If you have any project ideas or if you
would like to find out more about what
the Gulf Islands Food Co-op is doing
to support the local food system, please
contact us at info@gulfislandsfoodcoop.org, and, in the meantime, enjoy
daydreaming of all the delicious
possibilities of 2021!
Nancy Goodman

Islands Trust
North Pender 			
Local Trust Committee

G

ary Steeves, who
passed away on
December 8, was a
remarkable man and
incredibly dedicated and hard-working
Trustee for North Pender Island for over
10 years. He served as a member of
the Islands Trust executive committee
during nine of those years, attending
countless meetings, participating in
endless phone calls, and personifying
the Islands Trust “Preserve and Protect”
mandate in nearly every aspect of his
public and personal life.
I first recall seeing Gary as a Trustee
at a Local Trust Committee meeting in
2012 and remember being extremely
impressed by his ability to disseminate
challenging issues into clear, concise
points. He was an exceptional
politician. Gary was also a steward
of the environment and his legacy of
preservation can be found throughout the
island. In fact, it would be a challenge to
find out what board or committee Gary
did not belong to!
Gary was extremely encouraging, as I
relied upon him for history and advice
on matters relating to the Islands Trust.
Most importantly, Gary did so many
things behind the scenes that the public
may not know about and yet, made a
The Pender Post - January 2021
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huge impact. The Islands Trust and the
Local Trust Committee wish to pass on
condolences to Gary’s wife, Marina,
and his family. Gary Steeves was an
outstanding member of our community
and he will be missed.
Gary would be happy to note that the
work of the Local Trust Committee
continues. Please visit our website
regarding
submitting
community
feedback regarding our Land Use Bylaw
review. On the website you will find staff
reports and papers relating to this broad
topic. The NPLTC has referred several
staff papers to the Agricultural Advisory
Planning Committee (AAPC) and the
Advisory Planning Committee (APC).
We are having extra ZOOM meetings
and working hard to ensure all the views
of the community are heard.
I would like to assure folks on North
Pender that we are hearing you and
appreciate any and all feedback we
receive and take this correspondence
very seriously. On January 15, we are
having yet another special meeting with
the Trustees from South Pender Island
regarding house sizes. This will be the
third community information meeting

regarding this topic. On January 28, we
will be having our regular LTC meeting
via Zoom. Please attend these meetings
and have your voice heard.
And please remember the words of
Dr. Bonnie Henry: Be Safe, Be Kind,
Be Calm. If I could add one more, Dr.
Henry, it would be “Be Informed” and
try not to be completely reliant on the
Facebook Forum posts for accurate
information about local government.
In honour of Gary Steeves, I will
continue to work hard to ensure that
the Islands Trust Preserve and Protect
mandate is upheld. Happy Holidays and
Merry Christmas to everyone; please
take care and feel free to contact us for
any further information.
B e n M c C o n c h i e , 			
bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca

I

t has been a hard year in our
community as we have dealt with
COVID-19 restrictions that have
impacted our lives and economy in
many ways. In 2020 we also saw the
passing of many community members
who will be missed. My heart and love
to all who have experienced such loss.

As we pass through the solstice of 2020
and gain a little more light every day, I
want to wish my best for a brighter new
year to all in our community. Vaccines for
COVID-19 arrived in BC on December
14, 2020 and those most at risk are being
vaccinated, with assurances that all who
seek such protection will have it in 2021.
There is increasing attention and action
on the part of community organizations,
governments, and citizens in general
here and globally to act to mitigate
and adapt to climate change. There are
long-standing efforts here to engage in
meaningful and sustained reconciliation
with First Nations. I want to thank all
who bring hope to our lives and push us
to be better.
Land Use Bylaw Review

Thanks to all who are engaging in the
Land Use Bylaw review project. As we
move toward a better understanding
of how to implement the vision of our
Official Community Plan in our bylaws,
I continue to ask for input by email that
is constructive and shares with the Local
Trust Committee your thoughts on any
of the topics covered. See this site for
reports, overall project information,
and how best to submit comments:
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/npender/
ocp-implementation-project.
We will be holding a joint South and
North Pender Island community meeting
to review residential house size and
discuss other aspects of housing related
bylaws in order to learn from each other
and potentially harmonize these bylaws
between the islands. The meeting will
be held virtually on January 15 at 10 am.
Please see the North Pender Local Trust
Committee meeting page for further
information.
Thanks to all of you who will lean in to
productively move this process forward
as a community.
Climate Speaker Series

Also the Trust has been hosting a Climate
Speaker Series of webinars throughout
the fall and this will continue into the
spring. For more information please see
h t t p : / / w w w. i s l a n d s t r u s t . b c . c a /
trust-council/projects/stewardshipeducation-program/
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This site also has the videos from past
webinars on rainwater harvesting and
ecosystem-based adaptation.
Final Thoughts

I again would like to thank all
community members who continue to
take precautions around COVID-19,
following the recommendations of
BC Health http://covid-19.bccdc.ca/. I
greatly appreciate our collective efforts
to protect each other as a community.
Lastly, I want to give a particular shout
out to the Pender Islands Conservancy
work. They have established a Hope
Bay storefront - please go check it out
and support them. Additionally they are
engaged in a fundraising effort for the
S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest https://
www.raincoast.org/press/2020/penderisland-sdayes-flycatcher-forest/.
I’ve
supported what I can...have you? Stay
well and safe Pender.
D e b M o r i s o n , 		
dmorrison@islandstrust.bc.ca
South Pender 			
Local Trust Committee
Meeting dates

T

he trustees for North and South
Pender are hosting the second of
a series of online Town Hall meetings
on January 15, at 10 am, to continue
the conversation regarding maximum
floor areas of residences and setbacks.
Information to attend these meetings
will be posted on the Trust website at
islandstrust.bc.ca on both North and
South Island pages. Be informed and
have your say.

Cameron Thorn			
cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca
Steve Wright			.
stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
S t e v e Wr i g h t
Note

See Islands Trust full page ad on Have
Your Say on page 58.

Magic Lake Water and
Sewer Local Services
Committee

A

s we launch into 2021, we reflect
on last year, which was certainly
a challenge for many, yet other than a
few minor algae blooms and supply line
breakages, our water system continues
to function well and our sewer system
continues to struggle.
Draft Budget

Your committee met late in November
to review and approve the draft budget
for the next fiscal year.
At this time over 120 lot owners had
taken advantage of the prepayment
option for the Sewer Infrastructure
upgrade. As a result, the final number

for the borrowing requirements for
2021 for this project was not known
and the property tax levy was yet to be
determined. Other than the levy for the
new borrowing, there were no surprises
and the amounts do not vary much from
previous years.
AGM

The AGM was held in December
whereby the results of the election
were announced. With over 250 ballots
returned (we usually see less than 50
people at the usual in-person meetings)
it seems a lot of people stepped up
with interest. The three incumbent
committee members were re-elected,
and the committee continues with its
current structure.
Now for the exciting news

The portion of the sewer project
involving collection system replacement
has gone to tender and we are expecting
to have bids to review in mid-January,
followed by a project starting shortly
after. Meanwhile we await the decision
on our grant application, submitted last
February, and expected in Spring 2021.
Kathy Heslop

The South Pender Local Trust Committee
will be holding its first business meeting
of 2021 on January 29, at 10 am. The
agenda and sign in information will be
posted on the South Pender Island page
of the Trust website.
A big hats off to the Pender Island
community for their adherence to the
COVID-19 protocols. Everyone is
wishing this pandemic to be over and
with the vaccine coming into broader
use, chances are we will be able to
enjoy next year differently. Until Health
Officials declare the infection rate is
over, stay the course, be safe, and stay
healthy. We wish you all a very happy
new year.
The Pender Post - January 2021
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Moving Around Pender
MAP

T

hank you to all the
courteous Pender drivers
who patiently wait for an
opportunity to safely pass
cyclists and walkers using
our winding and hilly island
roads. Our roads were not designed with
non-motorized traffic in mind, so those
of us who enjoy alternative modes of
transportation rely on your continued
goodwill.
MAP held its 2020 annual general
meeting via Zoom on December 5. Our
featured speaker was Louisa Hadley of
the Galiano Conservancy. Louisa, who
has a masters degree in natural resources
and environmental studies, is compiling
an ecological footprint for Galiano.
Broadly speaking, an ecological
footprint is a measure of the human
demands made of our natural systems
and an assessment of ability of those
systems to deal with our actions. Of
particular interest to MAP, her data will
include vehicle and passenger volumes
arriving and departing the island and
an estimate of total miles travelled. The
value of Louisa’s work for small islands
like Galiano and Pender is obvious
given our limited water, food growing,
and waste disposal capacity.
Some of the projects undertaken by MAP
have been postponed due to COVID-19.
These include the George Hill East trail
improvement project, the trail building
workshop, and the bike workshop.
One of the few good outcomes of this
pandemic is the renewed interest in
low-tech and no-tech ways of getting
physical exercise. Consider hiking some

of the local trails provided by the Parks
Canada, Pender Island Conservancy, and
MAP, including the often overlooked
trail from the Community Hall to the
Nu-To-Yu. The trail starts behind the
hall and avoids the busy and narrow
roadway.
If you are considering refurbishing that
old bike, upgrading your bike to electric,
or buying a new e-bike, MAP will be
holding a bike workshop in the new year
to share the knowledge of islanders with
expertise. Watch this space for the new
date and time.
Garth Anderson

Pender Earth

N

ext Pender Earth Community
Gathering
January
23
via
Zoom.
This winter, we have special guests from
the Galiano Conservancy on hand to
tell us about their Ecological Footprint
Project called One Island, One Earth.
In light of the ongoing pandemic, we
will continue with our online Zoom
format. We’ll follow a similar pattern
to our previous meetings, starting with
updates on ongoing projects to celebrate
progress.

Then Louisa Hadley and Adam Huggins
will walk us through the plan for the
One Island, One Earth project - an
innovative plan to help Galiano residents
assess how their choices affect the
island’s footprint to answer the question
“Can we live within the resources of
the Earth and the island?” Visit https://
galianoconservancy.ca/oneisland/
for more information.

After their presentation, we’ll use online
“breakout rooms” to create virtual tables
so that people with similar interests
(e.g. biodiversity and ecosystems,
food security, education, etc.) can talk
together about how we can use the
inspiration of One Island, One Earth to
reduce our Pender footprint.
The goal, as it has been since Pender
Earth held its first event in September
2019, is to develop short-term action
plans to grow our resilience, respond to
the climate emergency, and reduce our
footprint. After the chance to brainstorm
ideas at the interest tables, we’ll
reconvene so each group can pitch their
ideas and recruit collaborators to make
things happen.
We’ll be meeting from 2 - 4 pm
on Saturday, January 23 on Zoom.
Please register at https://forms.gle/
i5bV1ZwZEErFpCUG8. Details for how
to login will be sent once you register.
Please register no later than January
20 to ensure that we can forward out
connection information.
See you Saturday, January 23 on
Zoom! Pender Earth Steering
Committee

Pender Earth works to create a space
where people responding to the climate
emergency and working towards
community resilience can get together
regularly to learn about what everyone
is working on and to coordinate related
efforts. The goal is to help everyone do
what they do more effectively and with
more support.
Ben Kadel

Port Washington Montessori Children’s House
A learning environment for young people

Inspired Education
in a Licensed Facility with an accredited Montessori Educator
for children 6 mos – 12 years • flexible hours 5 days a week

Anne Davis

BFA, ECE, SNE, AMS

250-629-6114

infant/toddler, preschool, out-of-school, home school support
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Pender Island 		
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care &
Family Resource Centre

T

o all Pender Island
families, we
wish you a very Happy New Year and
hope everyone had a peaceful, loving, and restful holiday season. While
we had hoped that our family resource
programs would be up and running this
month, due to health guidelines we will
be postponing Parents and Babes, HOP,
and Dad n’ Me pancake breakfast until
further notice. Families are welcome
to come by Dragonfly’s front entrance
each Monday and pick up weekly resource kits for children and self-care
kits for parents.
Pender Island Child Care Society would
like to thank CRD Parks and Recreation
for their generous support of our
programming.
Parents and Babes RSVP		
(Postponed)

Parents and Babes RSVP is every
Monday morning from 9 - 11:30 am at
Dragonfly. Please call or email Sarah if
you would like to participate in this free
program for parents, caregivers, and
their children. Dragonfly’s occupancy
allows four families to join us either
inside or outside in our fully fenced
play yard. Enjoy adult and children
interactions, age-appropriate toys,
individual snack time, and the book
lending library. If your family is unable
to participate, please help yourself to the
free self-care and resource kits available
at the front entrance. Thanks to Victoria
Foundation and the Pender Island Child
Care Society, this program is free.
Healthy Opportunities for
Preschoolers (HOP)
(Postponed - stay tuned for the
HOP lending program)

HOP is every Wednesday morning in the
schools’ outside rink from 9 - 10 am and
10 - 11 am in the school forest. Come
on out and join our trained facilitator as
they set up new activities each week;
from hockey passing to badminton, hula
hoops to balancing, and stilt walking
to bean bag toss; this program will be
sure to tire out your youngster! HOP

is designed for parents/caregivers to
engage in physical activities and learn
new skills with their children 1-5 years.
Thanks to the Pender Island School and
the CRD, this program is free.
Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast
RSVP (Postponed)

This is a free program for Dads, Uncles,
Grandpas or friends and their kids. We
have limited occupancy for this program
so please call or email Sarah if you
would like to join us. If your family is
unable to participate at this time, please
help yourself to a Dad n’ Me resource
kit available at the front entrance.
Thanks to the Ministry of Children and
Families, this program is free.
Tru Value Spirit Board

As a non-profit organization we rely on
donations, grants, and in-kind support
from our generous community and
partners. Please consider contributing
1% of your groceries to #15 on Tru
Value’s community spirit board.

child and invite opportunities for
children to engage in play and deepen
their connection to nature and place.
Please notify us if you would like to
have your child’s name on the waitlist.
We are currently accepting registration
for Dragonfly’s Pre Kindergarten
class beginning September 2021. The
government-initiated program, titled A
New Day for Families, means that we
have opted into the parent reduction
fee program. Also, the new Affordable
Child Care Benefit is helping more
families with the cost of child care.
The link to this site is gov.bc.ca/
affordablechildcarebenefit. Call Sarah
for more information or if you need
assistance with your forms.
If you would like further information
on Dragonfly activities, you can
contact Sarah at 629-3039 or by email
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com. The
website is www.dragonflycentre.ca.
Sarah Conley

Child Care

Our early childhood educators offer
deep listening and respect for each

Handyman Services
Minor Repairs / Small Projects / Tiling / Flooring
Carpentry / Painting / Fencing / Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Great Rates!
Phone: 250-889-6351 • Email: kkzm15012@gmail.com
Pender Island, BC
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Pender Island 		
Community Service Society
Nu-To-Yu

F

ounded in 1983,
Nu-To-Yu
is
Pender’s community
thrift store that was established to raise
money for the building of Pender’s
Health Centre as well as to improve
healthcare services on Pender island.
Since then, Nu-To-Yu has gone on to
finance numerous community requests,
as described in last month’s issue of The
Pender Post. By selling second-hand
items for affordable prices for the last 37
years, the Nu-To-Yu and its volunteers
have raised more than 1.5 million dollars
for the community.
The tide has now turned. Nu-To-Yu
now needs Pender’s help to “raise up”
a building of our own. Many of us
outgrow our original “frame”; we creak,
groan, and whine; occasionally we long
for a do-over. Nu-To-Yu, whose exterior
patina exemplifies a life well lived, is no
different; long in the tooth and bulging
at the seams, the building is no longer
suitable as a thrift store. Not to say it
did not have a good run. Once a school,

also a community centre, the building
dates back to 1902. Unfortunately the
building has been too small for many
years and has structural issues that are
too expensive to fix. Pender’s beloved
thrift store needs to move.
Are we there yet? Not quite. We can
let you know the building will be in a
new location and its albeit basic design
will be large enough to make the cheekto-jowl shopping a thing of the past.
Needless to say, nothing in the SGI ever
moves quickly; anyone who has ever
built a house on Pender Island will know
what I write about. The archaeological
assessments,
water
assessments,
surveying, and building permits have
taken the better part of two plus years.
We are patient volunteers (we have
grey hair after all), but suffice to say it
is an arduous, frustrating process. One
volunteer in particular, Manfred, has
put in endless hours dialoguing with the
CRD, nudging, cajoling, and pushing
the process forward during these two
years. Thank you Manfred.
The money needed to construct the
building will, in all likelihood, not fall
from the sky. Currently, the building

The pandemic continues to influence
Nu-To-Yu’s days of operation and
it is expected that these restrictive
measures will be in place for the better
part of 2021. If the store closes due to
customer non-compliance of Nu-ToYu’s WorkSafe BC protocol, the monies
not generated will impact both the
building fund as well as what Nu-to-Yu
gives to the community (Santa’s Sac
for example). Anne, the store manager,
reminds everyone to read the “Nu-ToYu Checklist” sign located at the bottom
of the front stairs prior to entering the
store. Customers, please do not wait on
the top of the front stairs but rather down
by the first sign…the one that states:
Stop, Read! The checklist outlines your
responsibilities while in the store. The
total number of customers allowed into
the store will fluctuate as per Public
Health guidelines. Currently it is six
people. Additionally, wearing a mask
is not a reason to stand closer than six
feet when it is possible to stand farther
apart, so please give other customers
their space while in the store. We are all
in this together, six feet apart.
In past years, the end of the holiday/
Christmas season marks the beginning
of the Nu-To-Yu being flooded with
donations of the same things….your
used Christmas decorations etc..
Unfortunately, accepting this type of
donation months in advance of when
it can be displayed, significantly limits
our ability to sort and collect other
weekly donations throughout the
year. As of January 1, 2021 Christmas
related donations will be only accepted
starting September 1, Halloween items
as of August 1, and Easter items as of
February 1. Donations for these holiday
events that are brought in prior to the
above dates will not be accepted. Thank
you for your understanding.

Western
FINANCIAL GROUP

26

fund receives its monies from personal
community donations as well as a
portion of the monies generated from
store sales. If you are wishing to
donate to the fund please do so when
you shop…there is a large jar at the
checkout counter for this purpose. If
you are not currently shopping at NuTo-Yu but wish to donate, please contact
Pam or Anne at 629-2070 on a Tuesday
or Thursday between 9 am and 12 pm.
Thank you.
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Thank you for shopping at Nu-ToYu. As always we appreciate Pender’s
support via donations and shopping. We
look forward to seeing you soon.
D a u re l M i n i o n

Pender Islands		
Conservancy

G

reat Response to the
S,DÁYES Flycatcher
Forest Land Acquisition

Thank you to all who
have already donated to our S,DÁYES
Flycatcher Forest land acquisition
campaign: the Pender community has
shown overwhelming generosity in the
first few weeks of the campaign, and we
are already almost halfway to reaching
our fundraising goal. But we still need
your help to ensure we are able to
protect this rare forest ecosystem and
wetland, with all of its biodiversity, for
today and all future generations.
On December 16, we participated
in a webinar hosted by Raincoast
Conservation Foundation, our partners
in this initiative, during which we
discussed the importance of protecting
the Flycatcher Forest, highlighted
community partnerships in this
endeavour, and addressed questions
from the fifty attendees who tuned in. If
you were unable to attend, a recording
of the webinar will be available online
in the coming week.
Conservancy Nature Centre News

as well as to donate in person to the
Flycatcher Forest campaign. We have
enjoyed the opportunity to chat with the
community about forest protection on
Pender Island, as well as all our other
projects and activities that are underway
and upcoming. A big thank you to all
our volunteer hosts for keeping us up
and running.
For December, 100% of the funds
from sales of potted seedlings and cut
Christmas trees at the Centre were
directed to the S,DÁYES Flycatcher
Forest land protection campaign - thank
you to all who chose to purchase a tree
in support of this project!
Our new Website is live!

Be sure to check out our new website
and learn about our many projects
and initiatives. It can be found at
the same address as always, www.
penderconservancy.org, and features
a blog that will keep you updated
on our activities, an events calendar,
information about protecting your land,
how to volunteer with us, and much
more! We would like to extend a huge
thank-you to Catherine Wilson, Clayton
Meadows, and Elizabeth Miles for the
many long hours invested in developing
the site, and to Davy Rippner for
developing and maintaining our original
website for so many years.
Erin O’Brien
Rough-skinned Newts
(taricha granulosa)

It has been a great privilege to have our
Conservancy Nature Centre available
for folks to come in and renew their
memberships or become new members
(yes, it’s that time of year again!),

Give your Pet
the Salon experience

PET GROOMING STUDIOS

Marlene Jeronimus
marlenejeronimus@icloud.com

604-716-3144
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Most people know little about this
common - but not often seen - resident
of Pender Island. These small (6 to 9
centimeter) amphibians are members of
the salamander family. Rough-skinned
newts are sometimes seen in ponds and
lakes, such as Buck Lake and Greenburn
Lake, where in summer they will
periodically rise up through the water
column for a breath of air after which
they dart back down to hunt for food.
Sadly, they are also found run over on
roads adjacent to water bodies.
This stocky newt with rounded snout
has a range of colours, but the ones
typically seen on Pender are coffee
brown with a contrasting orange belly.
The skin is granular and appears rough,
hence its name. The males and females
are similar in appearance except during
breeding season when the males’ skins
become smooth and they develop large
lobes on the vent and cornified toe pads.
Rough-skinned Newts divide their time
between water bodies and adjacent
forest habitats. The adults travel to the
water and spend the spring and summer
in the water where they breed, and this
migration from forest to water often

B&B

By the Sea

Bed & BBQ Grill
South Pender Island, BC

Judith Allen
250-665-4900
480-510-0993 (cell)

JoyalenBouviers@hotmail.com
www.joyalenbouviers.com/
BBPenderIsland/BBPender.html
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requires the crossing of roads where
they can become victims of vehicles.
There are other man-made impediments
to their journey. At the dam on Buck
Lake concrete barriers, placed on
the water side of Spyglass Road as a
safety measure, prevented the newts
from reaching the adjacent woodlands.
Many became tangled in the underlay
placed beneath the barriers and died.
The Pender Conservancy and other
concerned community groups worked
with the CRD and as a result every third
barrier was removed to allow the newts
to pass.
Females lay eggs singly which
they attach to aquatic vegetation or
submerged leaves. The eggs hatch
in three to four weeks and the larvae
undergo metamorphosis into terrestrial
juveniles in the late summer. Individuals
reach sexual maturity after four to five
years and they can live for over twelve
years.
Rough-skinned Newts prey on a variety
of aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates,
such as insects, slugs, small crustaceans
and worms, as well as amphibian eggs
and larvae.
Rough-skinned newts are the most
poisonous amphibian in BC, producing
a powerful neurotoxin on their skin,
which is a highly effective defense
against bird and mammalian predators.
The neurotoxin is called tetrodotoxin
(TTX) which is the same toxin found
in puffer fish and other marine animals.
The toxin, if ingested, works by blocking
nerve channels and can induce paralysis
and death by asphyxiation.
This toxin protects the newts against
most predators with the exception of
the common garter snake (thamnophis
sirtalis). Throughout much of the
newt’s range (including Pender), the
garter snake has been observed to
exhibit resistance to the TTX produced
in the newt’s skin and successfully
preys upon them. Toxin-resistant garter
snakes are the only known animals
alive that can eat a rough-skinned newt
and survive. In evolutionary theory,
the relationship between the roughskinned newt and the common garter
snake is considered an example of coevolution. The mutations in the snake’s
genes that confer resistance to the toxin
The Pender Post - January 2021

have resulted in a selective pressure
that favors newts which produce more
potent levels of toxin. Increases in the
amount of toxin in the newt then apply
a selective pressure favoring snakes
with even greater resistance. This
cycle of a predator and prey evolving
to one another is sometimes termed
an “evolutionary arms race” since the
two species compete in developing
adaptations and counter adaptations
against each other.
Many Penderites, myself included,
when coming across newts on the road,
will pick them up and move them off
the road to safety. When moving newts,
it’s best to move them toward the side
of the road that they appear to be going;
otherwise, they may try to cross back. It
is recommended that you use gloves, to
prevent the neurotoxin from the newt’s
skin from getting on your hands. If you
do pick up a newt without gloves, wash
your hands as soon as possible. The
toxin is not absorbed by the skin but can
cause illness if the fingers are touched to
the mouth before washing.
B o b Ve rg e t t e
Chum Salmon

The Conservancy is getting an early
Christmas present.
The Chum
Salmon eggs, reportedly 30,000, are
ready and will be arriving next week.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we
cannot invite spectators as in previous
years. We do need fourteen volunteers
to check on the egg cassette and report
the daily stream temperature. As was
done last January and similar to the
recent stream watch, you can pick one
day a week and choose the morning or
evening check. This is a quicker check
than the stream watch as we do not walk
the stream for this check. We stand on
the bridge and lower the thermometer
into the stream. Last year we checked
from January 30 - April 11. The length
of this year’s reporting period will
depend upon how quickly the chum
develops. Reply to dobrobob@live.ca
asap to register before your preferred
slot is taken.
Bob Simons

Faith B ulletin
Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road
• Dear people of Pender, due to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 protocols for January, we are unable to provide a service
schedule for in-person gatherings. Since we won’t be meeting in the building until cleared to do so, we will be continuing our
Sunday10 am services and meetings by Zoom. All are welcome to join us. To request a link to these zoom services, please
email admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca. The Food Bank and Wheels (with) to Meals are still operating. As we begin the
New Year of 2021, I wish you all the best, with new hope and opportunities as we live our lives together here on Pender. 		
The Rev’d Ellen Willingham

Ellen Willingham, 629-6700			 Bookings for the Parish Hall: rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
Church Office: 629-3634				
Parish E-mail: admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome!
• The Pender Island Community Church has currently suspended its services due to the COVID-19 closures. Please check out
our website for further up-dates
• If you have any questions or requests, please contact Judy Neil, 629-6168

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services
4705 Buccaneers Road

• The current BC ban on public gatherings and events is in effect until January 8, 2021. As we do not know what restrictions
will be in place after that date, we are unable to publish a January schedule of services for St. Teresa’s Chapel. If restrictions
for church gatherings are lifted, please contact stteresachapel@gmail.com or phone 629-6029 for updated information.
Meanwhile, stay safe at home and pray for the health and safety of others.
• Until restrictions are lifted, you are encouraged to live-stream daily Masses from the Diocese of Victoria. The first livestreamed Mass of 2021 at St. Andrew’s Cathedral is at 10 am on Friday, January 1. Information on daily live-streamed Masses
is found at rcdvictoria.org/diocese-of-victoria-live-stream.

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)
January 17
7:00 pm
Feast of Sovereignty/Sultan, via Zoom
7:00 pm
Weekly Prayers, Thursday evenings, via Zoom
• The names of the Baha’i feasts are based on the Baha’i Calendar, which has 19 months, each named for an attribute of God.
• Devotional meeting and discussion group: We have established a weekly devotional zoom meeting every Thursday evening.
For an invitation, please email bevpedenpender@gmail.com for me to send you the zoom link, or call 250-412-2524 or visit
bahaissi.org for more information.

• From the writings of the Bahá’í Faith: Whenever thou shalt long for Me, thou shalt find Me close to thee. 		
~ Bahá’u’lláh, from The Four Valleys, p. 63

The Church at Hope Bay
Hope Bay Bible Camp, 4302 Bedwell Harbour Road (Entrance on Hooson Road)

he Hope Bay Fellowship is holding off on doing indoor services and potlucks at Hope Bay BIble Camp. Instead we’ll be
T
meeting for one hour each week at 11 am in safer, outdoor beach or park locations to sing, read scripture, and pray for our
families and community. Everyone is welcome. If you wish to be added to our email list to receive notifications of locations

and details, please reach out to robertjoelcooper@gmail.com or call Bobby at 250-882-5571 for details. May everyone in our
community feel the deep anchoring of God’s love and hope during this uncertain season.
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Directory
Health Services
Medical Emergency. . .......................................... 911
Medical Clinic . . .......................................... 629-3233
Dr. Gerry Moore, Dr. Robyn Wiens, Dr. Bruce Rebner
Nurse Practitioner - Tracey Adams

Monday to Friday, 9 am - 12 pm and 2 - 5 pm

Please do not call clinic staff at home. If your circumstance is
genuinely of an urgent nature that will not wait until the clinic
reopens, call 1-800-866-5602 and ask for the “Doctor on-call
for Pender Island.” Your call will be returned.
Audiologist, Donna Stewart. . ................ 778-426-4876
Better at Home Program............................ 629-3346
Chiropractor, Mark Wensley....................... 629-9918.
Community Nurses . . ................................... 629-3242
Carolyn Cartwright-Owers and Miranda MacKenzie
Community Support Worker/Volunteer..... 629-3346
Crisis and Mental Health Counsellors
Elizabeth Miles................................. 250-539-0905
Shellyse Szakacs............................... 250-538-8711
Ulla Rembe....................................... 250-539-0325
Family Advancement Counsellors....... 250-222-0025.
Dentist, Dr, Gary Sacher............................. 629-6815
Lab Services.. ............................................. 629-3233
Massage Therapy, Tru Hartwood............. 250-889-3923
Krista Wissink.....................................250-381-7318
Optometrist, Dr. David Schaafsma.............. 629-3233.
Public Health Nurse, Immunization, Prenatal Education
Lois Woolley. . ................ 250-544-2400 or 539-3099.

Pharmacy
Pharmacist, Christine Swan........................ 629-6555

Home-based Licensed Health Professionals
Physiotherapy, Mieke Truijen..................... 629-9910

Help Lines
Healthlink BC............................................. Dial 811
Nurses 24/7, Pharmacists 5 - 8 pm, Dieticians 9 am - 5 pm
Problem Gambling Help Line.. ......... 1-888-795-6111
211 - Free multi-lingual information/referral to wide range of
community/social/government services.......................Dial 211

24 Hour Crisis Help Lines
Island Women Against Violence (IWAV)
Crisis support/transition................. 1-877-435-7544
Stopping the Violence Counselling..... 250-538-5568
Women’s Outreach Counsellor.. ....... 1-888-537-0717
Kids’ Help Phone....................................... 310-1234
Text............................................................ 686868
Chat.. ................................... www.kidshelpphone.ca
Continued
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Mental Health Distress Line
Support/Information................................. 310-6789
Suicide Prevention Helpline............ 1-800-784-2433
Vancouver Island Crisis Line.......... 1-888-494-3888
		Text ............................................................... 250-800-3806
		Chat (Adults)................................ww.CrisisCentreChat.ca
		Chat (Youth).................................www.YouthinBC.com
Ministry of Child and Family Development............
MCFD.. ............................................. 800-663-9122
Victim Link. . .................................... 1-800-563-0808

Community Support Numbers
Capital Regional District (CRD)
Director SGI, David Howe................. 250-216-5618
Building Inspector.................................... 629-3424
SGI Harbours, Ben Mabberley . . .. benmabb@telus.net
Bylaw/Animal Control complaints .. 1-800-665-7899		
Magic Lake Water & Sewer General.. 1-800-663-4425
Magic Lake Water & Sewer Emergencies.1-855-822-4426
Emergency Hydro ........................... 1-888-769-3766
Fire Rescue (Emergencies). . ................................. 911
Duty Officer is available 24/7....... 1-250-478-7770
Non-Emergency - Hall #1 and Admin....... 629-3321
Burning Permits - online............. www.penderfire.ca
or at Fire Hall #1, 4423 Bedwell Harbour Road
Hall/Meeting Room Bookings
Anglican Parish Hall.....rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
School Community Room ........................ 629-3711
Health Care Centre................................... 629-3326
Legion Hall. . ................bookings239.rcl@gmail.com
Pender Island Community Hall. . ................ 629-3669
Plum Tree Court .. ..............plumtreecourt@gmail.com
Home Support Services
Ask for the home support program.. . 1-888-993-2299
Islands Trust: Victoria .................... 1-800-663-7867
NP, Deb Morrison. . .... dmorrison@islandstrust.bc.ca
NP, Ben McConchie.. bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Steve Wright.. ......... stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Cameron Thorn..........cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca
Member of Parliament
Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May….1-800-667-9188
Pender Island Emergency Program
Emergency Coordinator - Pat Haugh. . ........ 629-9991
ESS - Barbara Tarris................................. 629-3052
Pender Island Public Cemetery . . ................... 629-6625
Pender Island Veterinary Clinic . . .............. 629-9909
Poison Control Centre.. .................... 1-800-567-8911
RCMP, Outer Gulf Islands (non-emergency).. . 629-6171
Crimestoppers .................. 1-800-665-TIPS (8477)
Victim Services....................................... 629-6531
Rescue
Marine & Aircraft distress.............. 1-800-567-5111
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC)
Search and Rescue (Land) Emergency .............. 911
School Trustee, Greg Lucas . . ........... glucas@sd64.org
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January C alendar
As per orders from the Provincial Health Officer, events may be cancelled at short notice

1 Fri		
			
2 Sat		
		
10:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
2:00 pm
4 Mon		
		
9:00 am
5 Tue
9:00 am
		
10:00 am
6 Wed 10:00 am
		
1:30 pm
		
1:30 pm
		
4:00 pm
		
4:00 pm
7 Thu 10:00 am
		
1:30 pm
8 Fri		
		
9:30 am
		
9:30 am
		
10:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
11:30 am
		
3:00 pm
9 Sat		
		
10:00 am
11 Mon 9:30 am
13 Wed		
14 Thu 10:30 am
		
1:00 pm
		
7:00 pm
15 Fri 10:00 am
		
11:30 am
18 Mon 10:00 am
		
1:00 pm
20 Wed 4:00 pm
		
4:00 pm
22 Fri 11:30 am
		
3:00 pm
23 Sat
2:00 pm
24 Sun 10:00 am
28 Thu 9:00 am
29 Fri 10:30 am
		
11:30 am
		
2:00 pm

New Years Day
Sadly, no Lions Club sponsored Polar Bear Swim this year....................................................................... 34
Christmas Bird Count for Kids, all day, various locations
Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................ 38
Winter Market to 1 pm, Community Hall*................................................................................................. 38
MAP regular meeting, Community Hall Upstairs....................................................................................... 24
Dragonfly open for Parents and Babes RSVP program.............................................................................. 25
Resource Kits, (also on January 11, 18, 25), Dragonfly Centre.................................................................. 25
Dragonfly Child Care resumes after winter break, Dragonfly Centre......................................................... 25
The library building is open on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................... 36
Weekly walking group every Wednesday until noon, Community Hall Path*........................................... 37
Community Hall Zoom in: Knit and Natter every Wednesday to 2:10 pm, via Zoom*....................... 38, 41
Carpet Bowling every Wednesday to 3:30 pm, Community Hall*............................................................. 37
Qui Gong every Wednesday to 5:30 pm, Community Hall*...................................................................... 38
Ukulele Strum to 5 pm via Zoom. Register online for the link. All ages and abilities welcome*.............. 16
Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................ 38
Singing for Joy begins with Mary Reher via Zoom to 2:30. $38 for 5 weeks, Register online*................ 15
Otters Swim Club’s new session to April 30, register at www.penderislandotters.webs.com.................... 43
First Aid Friday to 10 am, see Community Paramedic article for details................................................... 18
Parks and Recreation Monthly meeting will be held via Zoom.................................................................. 36
The library building is open on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................... 36
Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................ 38
Food Bank open Fridays to 12 pm, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall*.......................................... 32
Nu-To-Yu open every Friday until 4 pm*................................................................................................... 25
Indoor Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Caitlin Rae, Community Hall..................................................... 16, 38
Friday Health Forum to 4 pm, (Also on 15, 22, 29) see Community Paramedic Article for details.......... 18
PIYC races resume, if interested, contact Bruce Waygood at kbwaygood@shaw.ca................................. 43
The library building is open on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................... 36
Quilters Circle’ meet to 12 pm, possibly via Zoom.................................................................................... 15
CRC/CJP Peace Circle Dialogue, What makes a good neighbour?, via Zoom...................................... 4, 41
SGI Non-profit Leader Network meeting, via Zoom.................................................................................. 41
Garden Club meeting with Trevor Erikson, via Zoom................................................................................ 42
Fall Fair committee will meet, via Zoom.................................................................................................... 32
Special meeting with the Trustees from South Pender Island regarding house sizes, via Zoom............... 22
Indoor Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Peach & Quiet, Community Hall................................................ 16, 38
Pender Post Directors meeting, via Zoom
Art Society will meet to 4 pm, COVID-19 dependant................................................................................ 13
Pender Island Reconciliation Circle to 6 pm, virtual meeting place........................................................... 37
Ukulele Strum to 5 pm via Zoom. Register online for the link. All ages and abilities welcome* ............. 16
Indoor Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music to be announced, Community Hall.................................................. 16, 38
Youth Book Club, Community Hall............................................................................................................ 37
Pender Earth Community Gathering to 4 pm,via Zoom............................................................................. 24
Pender Island Junior Sailing Association will hold its AGM, via Zoom.................................................... 43
NPLTC regular business meeting, via Zoom.............................................................................................. 22
SPLTC regular business meeting, via Zoom............................................................................................... 23
Indoor Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music to be announced, Community Hall.................................................. 16, 38
Pender Islands Earth Education Program, Community Hall................................................................. 37, 41

A dvance Notices

for

February

2			CPS Boating 2 & 3 Combined course begins, if interested contact David Kirsop at 629-6846................. 42
3 Wed 5:00 pm Lions Club regular meeting, Pender Island Clinic Meeting Room............................................................. 34
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Pender Island 		
Farmers’ Institute
The Pender Island Fall Fair committee
will be meeting on Thursday, January
14 at 7 pm (following our previous
regular second Thursday of the month
meeting schedule). Please contact Ben
Kadel at bekadel@gmail.com for more
information and the Zoom details.
The Farmers’ Institute has been involved
with others in the farm community in
the review of our Land Use Bylaws.
If anyone wants information regarding
this project, please contact Barbara
Johnstone Grimmer, Chair, North
Pender Island Agriculture Advisory
Commission at firhill@live.ca.
Barbara Johnstone Grimmer

Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR
Happy New Year

O

ur dedicated members
of PIFR responded
to nearly 250 Emergency
calls in 2020.

This year has been without a doubt one
of the most challenging times we have
experienced as a community. Having to
isolate in our household bubbles, away
from friends and family, especially over
this holiday season can be particularly
hard for everyone. But where there is
darkness there will be light! Two causes
PIFR participated in recently made our
community shine.
Movember 2020, PIFR members let
their stashes grow raising money for
men’s health. The initial team goal was
set for $5000. We were all blown away
by the support of friends, family, and
our community; PIFR raised $14,750!
Our tiny island placed ninth in Canada
of all fire departments that participated.
A special thank you to firefighter Scott
Elliott who led our team, motivating and
encouraging all who participated.
PIFR was at the Driftwood collecting
donations for the Food Bank and Santa
Sac drive on December 5. Maintaining
COVID-19 protocols, our members
raised $1201 as well as five big bags of
groceries for this amazing organization.
Best of all is that all your donations stay
local to help those in our community.

Lastly, I would like to take a moment
to talk about wood stove safety. A
chimney fire can very quickly spread
into a structure fire so here are a few tips
to help avoid this:
• Hire a chimney sweeper with their
Wood Energy Technical Training
(WETT) certificate to clean your
wood stove/chimney annually.
• Only burn dry seasoned wood and
uncoated paper. Wet wood is hard to
light and will smolder.
• Coated paper like wrapping paper and
glossy paper burns excessively hot.
Burning these items can increase risk
of dangerous creosote buildup.
• Keep all combustibles away from the
firebox and stovepipe.
• Remove ashes and remnants in a
metal bucket only; when cool dispose
of in a safe location outside.
• Ensure smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors are tested monthly and batteries are replaced every 6 months.
C a p t a i n J o n G re l i k , 		
P I F R F i re P re v e n t i o n Te a m

Pender Island Food Bank

H

ello everyone, from the volunteers
at the Pender Island Food Bank.
The Food Bank is located up the little
hill, at the back of the Anglican Parish
Hall. We continue to be open to serve
our clients each week on Friday from
10 am - 12 noon. We have in place
appropriate COVID-19 practices, which
include one client at a time in the Food
Bank, plexiglass divider, mask wearing,
use of hand sanitizer; a reminder to all
clients, new and regular, and to anyone
dropping off donations, please bring and
wear a mask when in the vicinity of and
in the Food Bank; in the event you have
forgotten to bring your face mask we
will provide same.
Please note that the first day Pender
Island Food Bank is open again is
Friday, January 8, 2021.
Pender Island Fire Rescue held their “fill
the boot” event at the Driftwood Centre
on December 4, 2020. A remarkable
$1,200 was raised in just four hours. The
proceeds were split between the Pender
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Island Food Bank and Santa’s Sac.
Thank you to all of you who donated
to help “fill the boot” this year; your
donations have been put to good use
in providing assistance to community
members less fortunate at this time in
their lives. Thank you also to the men/
women of the Pender Island Fire Rescue
who participated by giving of their time
to collecting donations, as they have
selflessly also done for many past years.
Our community is so very fortunate in
having this dedicated group of men and
women serving our community; thank
you for all you do in keeping us safe and
supporting our community.
The Pender Island location of the BC
Liquor Control and Licensing Board
have for many years made space for a
donation jar/box for the Pender Island
Food Bank. We appreciate this ongoing support by our Pender Island store
of the BC LCLB as well as the on-going
donations to the Pender Island Food
Bank made by countless people through
this method of collecting donations.
The 2020 year was rough on many
throughout our world, our country, and
our local communities, from individuals
to small businesses. We have all seen
the selfishness, the worst in people;
even more though, thankfully, we have
all seen and been reminded of the best in
people, the generosity, kindness, caring,
and compassion. We, the volunteers
at the Pender Island Food Bank, have
been privy to many of those attributes
in our local community. We know we
cannot say thank you enough for the
variety of donations we received in
2020 from community members, people
with Pender Island ties, businesses,
organizations. We can however confirm
that we have treated all your donations,
in whatever form, in whatever amount,
with respect and gratitude and have
done our best to use them wisely to
supplement the needs of our clients on
a weekly basis. We thank you for your
generosity.
Have a safe, healthy January and new
year.
Te re s a Yo u n g

Pender Island 		
Health Care Society
PIHCS

He joined the Health Centre Board in
2017, bringing a wealth of experience,
and was ably serving his second year as
President when health issues required
him to step down.
He has been a great supporter and leader,
as well as an enthusiastic participant
on the Board. His encouragement
and direction will be fondly and wellremembered. He will be missed.
Gary’s resignation from the Board
required changes to the executive
positions held by people serving on the
Board. Kathleen Lightman has been
appointed President and Dan Weeks
replaced her as Vice President. Bruce
Waygood remains the treasurer and
Allan Shapiro stays on as secretary.

W

e are remembering with great
fondness Health Care
Society President Gary
Steeves who resigned for health reasons
in October and sadly passed away suddenly in early December. The Board offers sincere condolences to Marina and
the rest of Gary’s family. Gary was from
the Maritimes, and following studies at
Mount Allison University, he worked in
the House of Commons for five years,
and for a year in the national Research
Departments of the Canadian Labour
Congress and the Canadian Union of
Public Employees.
Gary moved to British Columbia in
1979 to begin a 25-year career with the
BC Government Employees’ Union.
He served on many boards including
the Executive Council of the BC
Federation of Labour, the BC Labour
Force Development Board, and the
Industry Training and Apprenticeship
Commission.

If there can be any positives to come
out of this pandemic, the arrival of
speech therapist Megan Morrison and
her husband as new, full-time residents
on Pender is one of them. They hail
from Vancouver and we are indeed
very grateful for their arrival. The gift
of working from home enabled them to
consider Pender as a permanent home
rather than a vacation location.
There is a dire shortage of speech
therapists across Canada, and Megan not
only is one, but has offered her services
to Pender Island. She specializes in
language difficulties (common after
strokes and other acquired brain
injuries), swallowing assessments, as
well as children with speech challenges.
Megan is also a vocal musician and
works with other vocalists who are
experiencing challenges with their
“instrument.” Sounds like a perfect fit
for Pender! Megan will be seeing clients
in person as well as virtually. Further

Gary made Pender Island his home in
1989 and served as an Island Trustee
from 2004 until 2014, including six
years on the Executive Committee of the
Islands Trust Council. His approachable
and helpful responses are remembered
by many.
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details can be found on our new website,
www.penderislandhealth.org.

Community Box at Dockside Realty,
Driftwood Office.

Donna Stewart is the audiologist who has
been coming to Pender Island on Fridays
for a few years from her Brentwood Bay
practice. She has expanded her services
to Pender by offering hearing tests in
the newly arrived testing booth (shipped
here from Toronto!). This enables
people to stay on Pender and have all the
advantages of a thorough hearing exam.
Her enthusiasm for Pender and sincere
interest in taking care of its residents
are truly appreciated and heartwarming!
More service, less travel!

Watch for your phone books in the mail
by the first week of January. If you do
not receive yours, please call Dave
Dryer at 629-6012. Extra copies are
available for purchase at Pender Island
Pharmacy for $10.

“Doctor Mark,” as so many call him, (Dr.
Mark Wensley our onsite chiropractor)
has increased his time at the clinic. This
expansion supports individuals to stay
well in a timely manner, in the comfort
of staying on Pender Island.
Sincere thanks to all our practitioners
who work so hard to offer services to
Pender residents. You make a significant
difference in our community, and we are
truly fortunate to have you share your
skills locally.
We are working on a new website
which can be viewed at www.
penderislandhealth.org
and
our
Facebook page is Pender Island Health
Centre; please have a look.
You can also make a donation through
the website. In this New Year, we will
be in need of further donations for repair
and maintenance to keep your health
centre in good shape.
T h e H e a l t h C a re S o c i e t y B o a rd
o f D i re c t o r s

Don’t forget

Used eyeglasses and hearing aids can
be dropped off at Tru Value Foods,
Nu-To-Yu, and the medical clinic. The
Lions Club cleans, repairs them, and
distributes them to countries where
needed around the world.
Happy New Year, let’s hope it is a healthy
and fun one! Together We Serve.
Te r r y S h e p h e rd , S e c re t a r y

Pender Island 		
Museum Society
In 1984, the Islands
Trust
published
Island
Heritage
Buildings:
A
Selection of Heritage Buildings in the
Islands Trust Area (the library has a
copy). Of the twenty buildings in the
Pender Island section of the book, most
were built by their owners, often with
the help of family and neighbours. But
three date from the 1910s and 20s and
are credited to father and son builders,
Walton and Arthur Bowerman. If you
stroll the main road to Hope Bay, the
“Old Manse” is one of the best examples
of the distinctive style and skills of these

Walton and Stella Bowerman outside their Hope Bay home in the
1940s. The Bowermans not only
built many homes on Pender but
left a legacy of community-building in succeeding generations.

long-time Pender family carpenters. The
original Bowerman home - the green
and white one - stands just beyond the
manse.
We are fortunate that the family’s
equally hard-working matriarch, Stella
May Bowerman, left us an interesting
glimpse into their daily life. The

Pender Island Lions Club

S

adly, because of the
latest
COVID-19
restrictions, there will
not be a Lions Club
sponsored Polar Bear
Swim this year.
The next Lions Club meeting will be
February 3 at 5 pm at the Legion when
we will be welcoming our new District
Governor, Jane Beddows, to Pender
Island. All are welcome to attend, masks
and social distancing required. If you
are interested in joining the Lions Club,
membership forms are available in the
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The “Old Manse” (1921) below the church on the road to Hope Bay is readily identifiable as an example of the Bowerman building style and skill.
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museum archive has the 1978 memoir
of this island pioneer who was described
at the time as being “the oldest of four
generations of the Bowermans living on
Pender Island.”
Stella (née Myers) was born in the USA
in 1887, the eldest of eight children. Her
family immigrated to Canada in 1903,
to a farm near High River, Alberta. Two
years later, 18-year-old Stella married
Walton Bowerman, a young carpenter
who’d come west from Ontario. The
memoir picks up their story from there.
“In 1910 Mr. Bowerman’s cousin,
Howard Harris, persuaded him to go
into partnership in a sawmill on Pender
Island. (Family connections like this are
repeated over and over again in the stories
of how settler families came to live on
Pender.) The Bowermans thereupon
moved to Pender Island and lived for a
short time with the Harris family while
Mr. Bowerman was constructing a
workshop. The Bowermans then lived
in it while their house was being built.
It is noteworthy that the house still
stands to this day, which speaks well for
Mr. Bowerman’s skill as a carpenter…
He was an excellent craftsman and,
although there were few families on the
island at that time, Mr. Bowerman found
ample work.
“Of the Bowerman’s seven children, five
were born at home and two were born
in the hospital on Salt Spring Island.
Mrs. Bowerman recalls, however, that
nobody seemed to get sick very often
back in those days. When there was an
illness, the treatment was basically a
home remedy.
“There were few roads in those early
days, but they always seemed to be
kept in good shape. Mrs. Bowerman
walked from her home to the store (at
Hope Bay) for groceries and mail. Mr.
Bowerman usually walked or rowed a
boat to and from his work, although for
a short time he did own a car. He worked
a full eight-hour day and was paid $3.50
per day; however, in later years, his pay
increased to $5 per day.
“Mrs. Bowerman liked to cook and
made all her own bread. They had cattle
and chickens, which supplied the family
with all their dairy and poultry products.
As well, Mrs. Bowerman was able to sell
some of her produce - milk selling then

from eight to ten cents a quart, and butter
selling for thirty-five cents a pound. She
also had a large vegetable garden and
did much canning of vegetables; also
plenty of chickens and fish were canned.
The Bowermans (Stella came from a
Swedish background) made their own
sauerkraut and were active competitors
in the annual fair. Mrs. Bowerman was
the church organist for three years,
helped clean the church, and often
supplied flowers for the Sunday service.
Walton was an Elder of the United
Church…[where] the Bowerman family
occupied an entire pew!
“Les and Elmer, the two youngest
Bowerman boys, operated a saw mill on
the southern part of the Island for a time,
and Les bought the Adams farm (where
Magic Lake is today) and there he raised
Highland cattle. In 1949, after working
on Coal Island for the last fifteen years
of his life, Walton Bowerman passed
away. (Walton commuted to Coal Island
for the week to look after building and
maintenance there.) Two of the three
sons served on active service during
World War II.
“At the age of 91 (in 1978), Mrs.
Bowerman still does her own baking
and does her washing by hand on a
washboard…She also continues to do
her own gardening and is apparently in
very good health and active in spirit.”
Postscript
Stella May Bowerman died in 1985
at the age of 97. She and Walton are
buried in the Pender Island Cemetery.
Members of the Bowerman extended
family are woven into the fabric of
our Pender community. The three
Bowerman homes listed in the 1984
book of historic buildings have stood
the test of time and continue in private
ownership. Those 1978 interview notes
were put together by one, John Conners.
If anyone knows more about him, please
let us know.
S i m o n e M a r l e r, w i t h t h a n k s t o
L i n d a We i n f o r p ro v i d i n g a d ditional information and the
p h o t o o f h e r g r a n d p a re n t s .

Pender Island Parks and
Recreation Commission
PIPRC

Bucky and the PI Parks &
R e c re a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n w i s h
e v e r y o n e a h a p p y, c re a t i v e , a n d
C O V I D - f re e N e w Ye a r.

T

he most recent
PIPRC meeting was
held on December 18,
2020, via Zoom technology, and was
chaired by Ben McConchie.
The dog park will remain open until
May 1, 2021, while the Community
Resource Centre’s Community Justice
program mediates a resolution. The
mediation process has begun and will
move forward in the new year.
A meeting will be held in January
to begin preparing a Master Plan for
PIPRC.
Future meetings of PIPRC will be held
on the second Friday of the month (not
the third) to ensure results from the
meeting can be reported in The Pender
Post.
Several new trails have been proposed,
or were started a while ago, and are
being re-examined for feasibility. Stay
tuned; we may soon have new paths to
hike and explore!
The trails at Enchanted Forest will soon
look even more ethereal and “enchanted”
thanks to the installation of fairy doors
and other artworks by school children
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under the guidance of Liis Graham.
PIPRC distributes CRD funding to
non-profit organizations who offer
recreation programs for Pender
residents. Applications closed October
31 and have now been reviewed. The
following fifteen organizations were
successful and will share $57,000 of
funding for 2020-2021: Spirit Moves,
Epicenter, Pender Hockey Association,
Maintain your Independence, Pender
Island Arts Society, P.I. Recreation &
Agricultural Hall Association, PICA,
Junior Golf, Choral Society, Ptarmigan
Arts, Otters Swim Club, PI Jazz, Pender
Island Child Care Society (Dragonfly),
Elementary and Secondary School and
Junior Sailing. Congratulations and
thank you to all these organizations for
enriching the recreation opportunities
on our island.
Please report any problems with our
trails and facilities and/or provide your
input to how the Commission should
proceed by contacting a commissioner
by email to penderparks@crd.bc.ca
or by attending one of our monthly
meetings, which are open to the public.
The next meeting on January 8 will be
held by Zoom.
Hopefully life will get back to normal
in the new year and the commission can
resume business as usual.
H a n s Ta m m e m a g i

Pender Island 		
Public Library
Library Opening Hours

T

he library is
open
from
10 am - 3 pm on
Tuesdays, Fridays,
and now on Saturdays as well. Current
issues of magazines can be checked out,
as there is no lounge seating available (to
limit time spent in the building). There
are no longer any overdue fines on items
borrowed. To assist families and make
our collection open to all members of
the community, we still ask patrons to
replace lost or damaged books.
Library HelpDesk

Is your New Year’s resolution to learn
a new language? Need help getting
started? Visit us or call our HelpDesk
to begin “Rocket Languages” from the
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library website, with free online sessions
for 14 different languages (beginners
and intermediate). We continue to offer
many regular library services including
two public computers available for 60
minute sessions, as well as printing and
general tech help by Colette, Library
Technician. Call our Library HelpDesk,
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 am - 3 pm at 6293722 or by email to libraryhelpdesk@
crd.bc.ca.

Young Adult

Personnel

Adult fiction

The library has hired a new part-time
Library Assistant to assist with serving
the public at the front desk. Please join
us in welcoming Samantha Dixon to our
team. Samantha brings her experience
in customer service and computer skills
to the position, as well as her knowledge
of the community. She and her extended
family have lived on Pender for many
years, and she has a young family
at home. Samantha will be greeting
customers,
enforcing
COVID-19
protocols, answering your questions,
and providing check-out services. Say
“hi” next time you’re in the library!

The Pull Of The Stars (Emma
Donoghue), Dark Tides (Philippa
Gregory), The Transatlantic Book Club
(Felicity Hayes-McCoy), Miss Benson’s
Beetle (Rachel Joyce), Magic Lessons
(Alice Hoffman)

Art in the Library
New Display

Quilts by Kay Begley - Kay says, “Since
my teenage years I have been a clothes
sewer and a knitter and I came to quilting
in the 1980s. Initially my quilts were
composed of leftovers from clothes
sewing projects. As the years went by
and I went back to work, I was able to
afford new fabrics and pattern books
and I made several bed quilts based on
traditional patterns. But there are only
so many beds in your house…so enter
picture quilts. The quilts to be shown
range from 1997 to this lockdown year
and show a progress from following
patterns to making up my own designs.
Of the twelve quilts on display, each has
their own story and reason. I hope you
will come and see them.” On exhibit
January-February 2021.
New items in the Library
Youth books

Swiss Army Knife Whittling Book (Chris
Lubkemann), Happy Narwhalidays
(Ben Clanton), Karen’s Roller Skates
(Katy Farina), Biscuit’s Hanukkah
(Alyssa Capucilli), Poppy & Sam And
The Mole Mystery (OWL Kids)
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Dreaming in Color (Melanie Florence),
We Used To Be friends (Amy Spalding),
Illuminae (Amie Kaufman)
Adult Mystery

All The Devils Are Here (Louise Penny),
The Darkest Evening (Ann Cleeves),
The Kingdom (Jo Nesbø), House Of
Correction (Nicci French), Shakeup
(Stuart Woods)

Adult non-fiction

A Promised Land (Barack Obama),
Magdalena: River Of Dreams (Wade
Davis), The Next Great Migration
(Sonia Shah), Tranquility Lost (Gary
Steeves), Oh She Glows For Dinner
(Angela Liddon).
You may have noticed our collection of
books in French - suggestions for French
authors or topics can be given in-person
or in our Suggestion Box.
New French titles for youth

Hibou Hebdo (Rebecca Elliott), Les
Ours Bruns, Les serpents (Natl Geo
Kids), La Fée Des Souhaits (Lisa Ann
Scott)
French titles for adults

Le Zouave (Pierre Breton), L’étrange
Voyage de Monsieur Daldry (Marc
Levy), Seul Le Silence (RJ Ellory), Lady
Chartier (Micheline Lachance).
Wishing you a safe and healthy New
Year and all the best for 2021, from all
of us at the library.
Carmen Oleskevich,
L i b r a r y D i re c t o r

Pender Island 		
Reconciliation Circle

I

wanted to wish everyone a very Happy
Holiday - whatever it may be. I think
most of us are creating new traditions
this year, but of course by the time you
read this, it will all be over and we will
have already started a New and better
year!

In November we made the decision to go
back to the Zoom format for meetings,
but are looking forward to meeting
again in person when the time is right.
There was no meeting in December.
In January we will be revisiting a
previous topic: the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP). In 2016, the Government
of Canada endorsed the United Nations
the Declaration without qualification
and committed to its full and effective
implementation.
The new twist to the original topic is
that in December 2020, the Government
of Canada introduced legislation to
implement the Declaration. If passed by
Parliament, the legislation will provide
a roadmap for the Government and
Indigenous peoples to work together to
fully implement the Declaration.
To see what the Government of Canada
is saying about implementation, go
to
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/
declaration/index.html.
It will also be helpful to review the
Kairos article Implementing the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, Myths and Misrepresentations.
(An interesting document – I couldn’t
get to it without going through the
ordering process - but ultimately there
is no cost to get the download)
https://www.kairoscanada.org/product/
myths-and-misrepresentations-undrip.
Also an opportunity to learn more about
our local culture. On December 14,
2020 the W̱ SÁNEĆ Leadership Council
hosted the W̱ SÁNEĆ Celebration of
Culture to kick off a year of Marine
Use Planning engagement with the
W̱ SÁNEĆ community. Please check it
out and learn more about our neighbours.
Go to the W̱ SÁNEĆ Leadership website
and you will find it. (You can type in
Wsanec, with no accents and it will still
come up!)
We will be using our “virtual” meeting
place in January. If you are on the Truth
and Reconciliation email list you will
receive more information about ten
days before the meeting with the details
about joining the group. If you are not
on the list and would like to be a part
of our virtual gathering, then please
email your contact information to me at

susanparr@shaw.ca.
I hope you will join us January 20, from
4 - 6 pm, from the comfort of your own
home.
Take good care,
Susan Parr

Pender Island Recreation
and Agricultural Hall 		
Association
PIRAHA

T

he PIRAHA board
was saddened by
the passing of Gary
Steeves. He and Marina
were part of the original
Hall fundraising and building of the
Hall in the 90s. In 2013 Gary joined
a committee who were reviewing the
Strategic plan and he was instrumental
in helping to rewrite the bylaws for us.
He officially joined the board in 2015
and was a genuine asset with all his
knowledge and experience. He gave a
great deal of his time and energy to this
community for many years and he will
be greatly missed. Our condolences go
out to his wife Marina and to his family.
The Community Hall fundraiser is
going well; as of submission, we have
received over $25,000 towards our
$75,000. If you would like to make a
donation you can do so on GoFundMe
(Pender Community Hall Fundraiser),
in person with Andrea at the Hall on
Fridays or Saturdays, or by e-transfer
to info@penderislands.org. Charitable
tax receipts will be issued for donations
over $25. We will need your full name,
address, phone number, the amount of
the donation and that it is for the Hall
fundraiser. This information can be
attached to the donation or sent by email
to the above email address.
Youth Programs at the
Community Hall			
Across the Ages

Across the Ages is a program to
foster intergenerational connection
on the Southern Gulf Islands, run as a
collaboration between the SGI CRC
and Pender Community Hall. We are
recruiting youth community members
(19 and under) and senior community
members (55+) across Southern Gulf
Island communities to participate in
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a virtual buddy program. We will
have regular virtual meetups over the
winter where we will participate in
virtual activities together. Email Ellie
at picommunityhall@gmail.com if you
would like to sign up.
Pender Island		
Earth Education Program		
Friday, January 29, 2 pm

This program is launching in January
2021. We will host biweekly in-person
at-a-distance Earth education activities
for Pender youth including outdoor
living skills, environmental awareness,
and food and farming skills. We will
also offer virtual and remote resources
through a monthly newsletter. Our
first in-person meeting will be Friday,
January 29 at 2 pm, where we will get
to know each other and our environment
and set goals and intentions for the year.
Please email Ellie at picommunityhall@
gmail.com for more information and to
sign up!
Youth Book Club		
Friday, January 22, 3 pm

The Youth Book Club is a free monthly
book club for teens grades 9-12. Our
goal is to create a space for book-loving
teens to safely gather, read and discuss
new books, and socialize. Our next
meeting will be on January 22 from
3 - 4 pm, in-person at the Community
Hall. Bring your own cozy blankets,
tea, masks, and enthusiasm! If you
are interested in joining, please email
penderhall@hotmail.com.
Adult Programs and the
Community Hall
Walking Group			
Wednesdays, 10 - 11:30 am

Focus on your health, happiness, and
fun every Wednesday at the Community
Hall. The Walking Group is a drop-in
activity where you can join others in a
pleasant walk along the Home Valley
farm trail. Masks encouraged. When
the restrictions are lifted a stop in and
visit at the café can be included.
Carpet Bowling		
Wednesdays, 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Carpet Bowling offers mild to moderate
exercise, a bit of friendly competition
and great fun. No special clothing is
needed except clean flat soled shoes.
Australian rules Carpet Bowling is

37

held weekly on Wednesday from 1:30 3:30 pm. Recommended drop in is $2.
Masks required.
Tibetan Qi Gong		
Wednesdays, 4 - 5:30 pm

Gather and absorb chi (life energy) into
your body with these gentle movements
to increase circulation and flexibility
while quieting the mind. Most exercises
are done standing. For more information
call Ken at 629-3104. Drop in cost is $2.
Masks required.
Winter Market

Saturdays, on Saturdays to the Winter
Market to browse local food. Masks
and hand sanitizer required at entry.
When restrictions are lifted the art,
crafts, and handmade goods will be
available inside the Hall.
Friday Community 		
Gathering Picnic

When we are able to gather we are
inside, distanced sitting areas, door open
for ventilation (dress warmly), contact
tracing at entry. Tea and coffee will be
available by donation. Masks required
when not eating or drinking. If you
can’t join in person, we livestream on
the Pender Community Hall Facebook
page.
Virtual Activities

We are going to experiment with
running virtual activities. The first
activity we are going to try is a weekly
Zoom in Knit and Natter Wednesdays
from 1:30 - 2:10 pm. As with any new
experiment, there will undoubtedly be
challenges and we hope you let us know
how we can make improvements. To
find the link to the activity go to Pender
Community Hall Facebook page or go
to the Community Hall website, copy
the link on the calendar and use it to
get to the activity. If you have ideas for
additional activities, please let us know.
Volunteers Needed (14+ years)

Volunteering, a fun and healthy lifestyle.
Ready to lend a hand? Turn your spare
time into social good! Spend a few
hours, days, or weeks with Pender Island
Community Hall, and help us build a
strong, happy and healthy community.
Volunteers are a gift to the Community!
Volunteers are needed to assist in the
following areas:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Virtual Activity Hosts
Café Host
Market Assistant
Day Camps (summer and winter)
Children’s Programs
Youth Leadership Program
Older Adult Programs
Farm and Food Programs
Arts and crafts, sports
Special events and more!

Earn graduation credits, gain valuable
work skills, and give back to your
community! If you have one, two, or
several hours a week to volunteer or
just want to help with a special event,
we have something for you. Please
call 629-3669 or email bookings@
penderislands.org.
A n d re a M i l l s , P a u l H a m s o n ,
and Dianne Allison

Pender Island 		
Recycling Society

H

appy
New
Year
everyone. We at PIRS
wish you peace, joy, and
health in 2021.

Thank you for patience and willingness
to adapt to the many changes in
recycling protocol that we implemented
due to the pandemic. Many of you
have become pre-sorting experts and
have commented that this change
works well for you. Thank you also for
your steady support and generosity in
2020! Your membership dollars, your
refundable bottle donations, and your
use of the depot’s delivery service all
made significant contributions to our
operating costs.
Did you know that the depot now
accepts debit and credit cards? This
will help us to minimize touch points
and cash transactions. And this makes it
easier than ever to renew your voluntary
recycling society membership in 2021.
You can also renew memberships online
by visiting penderislandrecycling.
com. Make sure that you provide your
mailing address and we will send you a
charitable tax receipt.
Are you looking ahead to spring? Have
you got your seed catalogue in the mail
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yet? Every week we bring a load of soil,
mulch, or gravel to Pender. The cost is
$140 to North Pender or $160 to South
Pender, plus the cost of materials. We
currently have many delivery dates
available but by spring our waitlist gets
longer. For more details, call 629-6962
during open hours or ask a staff member
for information on your next trip to the
recycling depot.
Please remember to rinse your plastic
and glass containers well to help us keep
the rodent population low. Also ensure
that the cardboard you bring us is dry
as we do not have the space to dry it at
the depot.
If you haven’t already done so, check
our website at penderislandrecycling.
com. There you’ll find a detailed list of
items that we accept. And if we can’t
accept your items, take a look at the
CRD webpage myrecyclopedia. Enter an
item in the search window to determine
whether you can recycle the item locally
and if so, where. For example, people
often ask what they can do with clean,
non-wearable textiles. To find out, enter
textiles in the search window and select
non-reusable from the drop down menu.
You will be presented with a list of
stores and organizations that will take
them from you.
Niki Roberts

Pender Organic 		
Community Garden Society

T

he Roman god Janus,
facing both the past
and the future, is in many
ways a fitting image for
the end of 2020 as we say
goodbye to a rather unsettling year
and look towards a new year with
new challenges. Gardeners tend to be
optimists and to have an innate belief
that despite this year’s setbacks and
disappointments next year will be better,
as long as they continue to tend their
plots and pull weeds.
We have all needed a boost of optimism
this year, a sign that things will get
better. Being in a garden is a good place
to begin. Fresh air and exercise are
abundant when you work in your garden
and social distancing is not a problem. In
addition, nothing raises your spirits like

seeing the seeds you planted beginning
to grow. A single package of seeds can
result in an abundance of produce,
especially if you plant squash. Even a
novice gardener can enjoy success.
During the months of COVID-19
restrictions, many people turned to
gardening. The urge to garden on the
part of previous non-gardeners resulted
in shortages of certain seeds and plants.
We are fortunate on Pender to have
several places which stock a variety of
seed and Raven Rock which supplies
transplants. Most of us also have our
favourite mail order seed companies.
Many people new to gardening must
also have decided to can the produce
they had either grown themselves or had
purchased at a local Farmers’ Market.
This would explain the nation-wide
shortage of Mason jars in the summer.
For gardeners, part of January’s looking
back is considering which varieties were
good producers and which varieties
didn’t live up to expectations. Before
the spring catalogue season arrives
and the temptation to order more seeds
than you have room to grow takes hold,
assess the success of various crops you
planted in 2020.
The forward-looking part of the month
of January is planning for the year to
come, considering not only what to plant
where, but which varieties to choose.
Grow something new and unusual. Part
of the fun of gardening is trading stories
with other gardeners about the strange
crops you are trying. Of course, part
of the planning has to include ensuring
that crops are rotated. Crops do better if
they aren’t grown repeatedly in the same
area. Many catalogues have guides to
good crop rotation practices.
Don’t forget, if in 2020, something ate
your peas; your beans didn’t sprout,
your squash took over the cucumber
bed, and the period of warm weather
wasn’t long enough to ripen all your
tomatoes, there is always the promise
of the 2021 gardening season to look
forward to.
Rhondda Porter

O rc a P r a y e r F l a g s o n d i s p l a y a t t h e D r i f t w o o d C e n t re

commemorate the 43 living Orcas.

PenderPOD

E

arlier this year
POD organized
the Orca Prayer
Flags
Project:
a commemoration of all 78 of the
Southern Resident Orcas who have died
since the initiation of the Species at Risk
Act came into effect in 2002. The flags
were colorfully/creatively decorated by
Pender residents and displayed at the
Driftwood Center (pictured) and the
Pender Conservancy’s Nature Centre at
Hope Bay.
The project was a great success and
we are following it up with another
creative project for all you Orca-lovers
to participate in.
The winter season is a time for
celebration, and with that in mind,
POD, in collaboration with the young
people enrolled in the Community
Development Leaders program, are
excited to announce a new project: The
Orca Tile Project, to celebrate the births
of the 43 orcas that have been born and
survived since 1998.
The Community Development Leaders
Program, run by the Southern Gulf
Islands Community Resources Center
and funded by WorkBC, is employing
10 Southern Gulf Island youth to learn
important skills and get involved in
Community Organizations. There are
four Community Development Leaders
on Pender: Quynn Stafford, Taeven
Lopatecki, Sidra Treall, and Christine
Cameron (aka: PODlings) who have
come up with a creative way to
The Pender Post - January 2021

The idea is to have Pender Island residents
paint tiles with images of the 43 Orcas,
then to have the uniquely decorated
tiles placed in various locations around
the Islands so that our Orcas will be
remembered for years to come.
If you would like to be involved in this
fun project and to decorate a tile to
celebrate the birth of one of these Orcas
please contact us at penderpodlings@
gmail.com.
We are still working on the details but
we will be providing kits including tiles
and paints, which can be picked up at
the Community Resources Center at the
Driftwood.
Q u y n n S t a f f o rd a n d P e t e r P a r é

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

I

t has been
a long and
rather difficult
year for the Legion. As we head into
a new, and hopefully better, year we
can still be thankful for what we have
accomplished during this once-in-alifetime pandemic. Thanks to the hard
work of a core group of dedicated
volunteers, and the leadership of
President Jean Deschenes, we have
managed to not only survive, but to
still remain a viable contributor to the
wellbeing of Pender Island.
Luckily, we had the right person as
President at the right time. In her first
year at the helm Jean was determined
to get us through this year, and she has
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certainly done that. Jean has been there
for just about every dinner, barbecue,
meat draw or function the Legion has
had, while still doing most of the behind
the scenes organizing, including all the
health regulation hoops we have had to
jump through to stay open as long as
we did! As a past President myself, I
don’t think I would have been up for
all the challenges, responsibility, and
time involved that she took on, while
still managing to run her own business!
As one of those dedicated volunteers I
mentioned before, I have seen firsthand
how much she puts into the Legion, with
little or no fanfare. Being President can
so often be a very thankless position, so
I just wanted Jean, and our members, to
know that her tireless work on behalf
of the Legion has been noticed and
appreciated. I just hope that we haven’t
burned her out as we head into another
important year.
There is another group we are thankful
for and that is our faithful Friday night
customers. Without their support and
patience (I know it’s hard to believe, but
now and then things sometimes don’t go
quite right) none of our 2020 successes
would have been possible without our
Friday night family! We were also able
to have a few meat draws in November
until events were closed by health
orders. It was great to see the meat draw
gang again, and we thank the regulars
and newcomers for their support. Thank
you all and we look forward to seeing
you again in the New Year.
We sadly lost several of our long time
Legion members in 2020, including
two more in the last month, Jenny
Brummelkamp and Gary Steeves.
Jenny was very proud of her Legion
membership and a joyful part of our
Special Person’s dinner for many
years. Gary Steeves was...well, he was
Gary Steeves, and an integral part of
our Pender community for as long as I
can remember. Island Trustee, Grover
Sargent expert, and so much more. He
has left a positive legacy on Pender
that will live on for years to come. The
Royal Canadian Legion salutes him and
sends condolences to Marina.

of doing a Roast Beef dinner on January
15, which most likely will have to be
takeout only. We have had many requests
for early takeout pickups in the winter to
avoid having to drive after dark. Please
check our website for updates. We are
always looking for volunteer cooks who
want to display their culinary skills. I’m
more than willing to assist you through
that first big night! There are also lots
of kitchen crew to help out. We would
appreciate more volunteers to assist,
even just for one Friday night. Please
contact us if you can cook a dinner, or
help out. Huge thanks to Anne Burdett
for expertly cooking the delicious turkey
dinner in December. It was a sell out!
One customer said it smelled and tasted
so good they couldn’t wait to get home
and ate the whole dinner in the parking
lot!
For many years now we have held a
special luncheon for those who are alone
at Christmas, but because of COVID-19,
a sit down affair was out of the question.
So, this year, we made 50 meals, and with
the help of the Community Resource
Centre (physically and financially),
and coordination with Santa Sac and
Community Support at the Pender
Island Health Centre, delivered the
meals on December 20 to some special
people on Pender Island. Hopefully it
brought a little Christmas cheer to those
receiving...it certainly did to those who
did the giving!
In other Legion news we are proud to
announce that despite the restrictions
imposed regarding Poppy tagging, we
actually had more donations this year
than last year, and for this we once
again thank the generous people of
Pender. Thanks also to comrade Colin
Denton for all his work with the Poppy
campaign - again!

Planning future events at the Legion
will have to wait until January 8 for new
health orders. I am thinking tentatively

Angie Gray has stepped down from her
Legion Treasurer role, and we thank
her for her excellent service, especially
during these difficult times, and her
continuing support and expertise as a
dedicated Legion member. We also
thank Mike Gray and Tru Value for the
kind donation of four turkeys for our
December 4 turkey dinner. The Grays
and Tru Value continue to be such an
important part of our community and
major Legion supporters. We welcome
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Gail Forsyth to the Pender Legion
family as our new Treasurer for 2021.
Thank you to Gail for accepting this
Executive position.
Legion membership dues for 2021
remain at $55. You can renew, or join,
on the legion.ca website, mail a cheque
to the Legion, drop off a cheque to the
Legion folder in the Community Box,
or send an e-transfer to finance239.rcl@
gmail.com. Your 2021 member card
sticker will be mailed to you. Barney
Simpson was the November winner
of the Early Bird draw and received a
voucher for two Friday night dinners.
Don’t worry, Barney - we’ll get back to
those regular Friday night dinners pretty
soon.
Finally, I would like to congratulate
my Friend, Legion member, German
Shepherd Rescue guy, Pender Island
Parks Chair, Canadian Sports Hall
of Fame inductee and Kayak fanatic,
Tim Frick, for receiving The Order
of Canada! He received this most
prestigious honour for his many years
as Canada’s top wheelchair basketball
coach and his work with Canadian icon
Rick Hansen, plus much more. He is
also, most importantly, a proud Pender
Islander, loyal to his family and friends,
and a very humble man...though the Sir
Tim on his Christmas card was a bit
much!
Goodbye to 2020. Thank goodness!
Happy New Year to all and best wishes
for better times in 2021. Cheers,
John Pender

SGI Community Resource
Centre

H

ello and welcome
to a new year! We
at the SGI Community
Resource Centre are
excited for all the
opportunities 2021 will bring. We
would like to take this opportunity to
say thank you to the members of our
community that have freely given their
time and energy in 2020 to assist those
who needed it most, and will continue
to work with the CRC in 2021. This
year we are supporting our communities
through programs like Island Kindness,
granting emergency relief funding for

community members in need, as well
as reaching out through our Across the
Ages virtual buddy program (check out
our ‘How-to-Zoom’ tutorial on the SGI
CRC website). We have many new and
exciting programs this year featuring
virtual activities to get us through
these more restrictive times. Check out
our website for more details, or keep
updated with our Facebook page.
New! Pender Islands Earth
Education Program

We will host biweekly in-person ata-distance Earth education activities
for Pender youth including outdoor
living skills, environmental awareness,
and food and farming skills. We will
also offer virtual and remote resources
through a monthly newsletter. Our
first in-person meeting will be Friday,
January 29 at 2 pm, where we will get to
know each other and our environment,
and set goals and intentions for the year.
Please email Ellie at picommunityhall@
gmail.com for more information and to
sign up.
Computer Savvy Seniors is back

The Southern Gulf Islands Community
Resource Centre has been hard at work,
revamping our Computer Savvy Seniors
program. We have a new series of Zoom
based computer workshops which we
will begin offering in early January.
Topics will include: intro to Zoom,
smartphone
photography,
Gmail,
Instagram, crochet, and many, many
more! Check out the SGI Community
Resource Centre website for the monthly
scheduled programming. Each course
will be $5, or $12 for 3. To register please
contact info@sgicommunityresources.
ca or go on the CRC website https://
w w w. s g i c o m m u n i t y re s o u rc e s . c a /
seniors-programs/.
New! Virtual Activities

In partnership with the Pender Island
Community Hall our first virtual
activity is a weekly Knit and Natter on
Wednesdays on Zoom from 1:30 - 2:10
pm. To find the link to the activity go
to the Community Hall website http://
penderislands.org/calendar/ and use
the URL link on the calendar to get
to the activity or look on the Pender
Community Hall Facebook page. Please
send us ideas for additional activities,

comments, and feedback on how we can
make improvements.
New! Across the Ages

Across the Ages is a program to
foster intergenerational connection
on the Southern Gulf Islands, run in
collaboration between the SGI CRC
and Pender Community Hall. We are
recruiting youth (19 and under) and
senior members (55+) across Southern
Gulf Island communities to participate
in a virtual buddy program. We will
have regular virtual meet-ups over the
winter where we will participate in
virtual activities together. Email Ellie at
info@sgicommunityresources.ca if you
would like to sign up.
Pender Island Kindness Program

Throughout the pandemic, the CRC
has been busy providing our Island’s
residents with a food delivery program
in partnership with Tru Value Foods.
Our delivery service takes place
on Wednesday evenings. Volunteer
shoppers and drivers are responsible
for the success of this program. If you
would like more information, please
contact orderonpender@gmail.com or
phone the Helpline at 629-3665.
The CRC is providing Emergency
Relief to approved applicants. Approved
applicants will receive Tru Value Gift
Cards in denominations ranging from
$50-$200, or micro-grants up to $500.
Please pick up an application form at
the CRC Office in the Driftwood, from
the Community Box at Dockside Realty
in the Driftwood (in the Community
Resource Centre file) or at https://
ca.gofundme.com/f/pender-islandemergency-funds-covid19.
The CRC Office has tablets available to
use for general internet needs and Island
Savings on-line banking transactions.
Using the installed banking app, local
residents can deposit cheques, pay bills,
and transfer funds as long as they have
an Island Savings account.
SGI Community Justice Program

The SGI Community Justice Program
(CJP) celebrated National Restorative
Justice Week in November by hosting
a very successful Zoom Community
Peace Circle Dialogue with community
members from the Penders, Galiano,
and Mayne.
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A Peace Circle Dialogue is a gathering
of people at which one person speaks at
a time about a topic, and the opportunity
to speak moves in one direction around
the circle. This structured dialog process
helps people who: want to work together
as a team, want to learn from each other,
wish to share difficulties, address an
experience that has caused discord or
difficulty, wish to celebrate, or want to
build community and connection.
We invite you to try the experience of
a Peace Circle Dialogue at our next
meeting Community Discussion #2 on
January 13, 2020. The theme for the
evening will be What makes a good
neighbour; please send an email to
sgicjp@shaw.ca to reserve your space
and receive the zoom link. Contact the
SGI CJP for more information about
our services and/or please check out our
website at www.sgicommunityresources.ca.
SGI Non-profit Leaders Network

The monthly meetup is a place for SGI
Non-profit Leaders to have a place to
discuss issues, trends, and connect with
each other. With no agenda, topics are
diverse, meaningful, and very valuable
for those in attendance. The next
meeting will be held January 14 at 10:30
am. For more information or to register,
email sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com.
Melody Pender

South Pender 		
Historical Society
Two Good Shepherd Memories
and a Mild Mea Culpa

F

orty-eight years
ago today (as
I write this on
December 17) a
Carol Service was
held at the Church of the Good Shepherd
on South Pender. Many such Christmas
services had been held there since its
opening in 1938 and many more would
be after that 1972 Carol Service, the first
I attended in the little church.
On Christmas Eve 2018, Susan and I
travelled to South Pender for the day
from Victoria, expressly to attend our
first Christmas Eve Sing-Along, led by
Daniel Lapp and sponsored by the South
Pender Historical Society. Intrepid were
fifteen or so souls who sang our hearts out
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of boating, but do you know:
• How to plot a course?
• Set an anchor?
• Safely cross the Georgia Strait?
These and other topics are
covered in CPS Courses Boating
2&3

T h e C h u rc h o f t h e G o o d S h e p h e rd , u n m i s t a k a b l y. B u t , w h e n ? 		
P h o t o c re d i t , P e n d e r I s l a n d s M u s e u m

that night, just four days after the Great
Windstorm of 2018 and ten hours after
South Pender’s power was restored, but
only to the firehall just past the church!
I’ll never forget seeing the church lights
glowing, a minor miracle, and a man
resembling “Father Christmas” busy
stringing brightly coloured lights from
the porch.
So, two happy memories of the Good
Shepherd at Christmastime…and now
for my mild mea culpa. Having recently
put out a slim booklet of stories about
the early history of the little church,
I’d like to recognize here the major
role that contributors of wonderful old
photos played in the success to date
of Good Shepherd Stories: Volume I.
Descendants of four early South Pender
families: the Spaldings, the Cranes,
the Hodgsons, and the Parkyns, who
provided multiple photos, as did the
Pender Island Museum.
On the booklet “Acknowledgements”
page, many people were thanked. But
there I failed to emphasize how crucial
the old photos were in motivating me and
enlivening the stories. Therefore, thank
you again to Barb Pender (Spalding/
Pender family); Lynne Marsh of Victoria
(Crane family); Gene Hodgson of
Louisiana (Hodgson/Andrews family);
and Marty Evans (Parkyn family). Each
of them provided multiple photos that
appear in the booklet.
From the Pender Island Museum’s
collection, John Mackenzie early on
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provided access to a small set of Good
Shepherd photos. While those inspired
me to no end, it was Simone Marler of
the museum who came to my rescue
two years later, in early 2020. Simone
spent countless hours helping me refine
the text of the stories and design of the
booklet so well that every page ended
with a completed sentence and every
photo was sized and placed optimally.
Thank you, Simone, and I look forward
to our next project post-pandemic, I
hope!
Good Shepherd Stories: Volume II is
now in progress. Many more photos
will be pored over, covering more
recent decades. One “old” photo from
the museum’s collection almost made
it into Volume I before what appears to
be electric-power poles and lines were
noticed in the picture. As South Pender
was not electrified until late 1961, a lastminute decision was made to save this
photo for Volume II.
Wishing all on Pender, North and South,
as Happy a New Year as possible….
F r a n k Tr i c e

Recreation

and

Leisure

Canadian Power and Sail
Pender Island Squadron

Y

ou have your
Pleasure
Craft
Operator’s Card, so
you know the basics
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Beginning February 2, we will be
offering the online course Boating 2 &
3 Combined. This course covers boat
handling, basic seamanship skills, and
an introduction to chart plotting. The
course covers quite a bit of material
and will extend over 12 weeks with one
period of instruction per week, followed
up with at home reading and exercises.
As this is our first time offering this
course online, we will be limiting
enrolment to a total of six participants.
So, if you think this will be of interest to
you, phone me at 629-6846 and we will
give you a call in advance of us posting
the course on the CPS website. Once
the course is posted anyone in Canada
can apply so we expect it will fill up fast.
On another matter, you will have heard
about the debris torrent that occurred in
Bute Inlet. You can expect a considerable
amount of flotsam to come our way
sometime late spring. So for those of you
venturing out on the water keep a sharp
lookout for logs, dead heads, and other
damaging objects in the water.
Trivia fact

Flotsam is naturally occurring debris
found floating in the water; Jetsam is
floating debris discarded from a vessel.
Thanks for reading and stay safe on the
water,
David Kirsop, Commander

Pender Island Garden Club

W

e
had
to
cancel
the
December wreath and
floral
arrangement
workshop due to COVID-19 restrictions
so hopefully we can do it next Christmas.
We did give some thought to doing it on
Zoom but the technical side of setting
up a camera to properly show what was
being demonstrated got the better of us.
Our next three meetings for January,
February, and March will be by Zoom

and members will be getting an email
closer to the date giving the password
necessary to join the meeting. After
March we will see what restrictions are
in place and plan from there.
January’s meeting on January 14 is with
Trevor Erikson who will be talking about
growing from seed. Get your cookie and
coffee ready to join the meeting at 1 pm.
Va l B u t c h e r

Pender Island 		
Junior Sailing Association
PIJSA

P

IJSA will hold an AGM
by zoom on January 24,
2021. As no courses were
given this year, the meeting
is, at this point, a formality
required of a registered society.
However, if anyone wishes to attend, or
better still, has an interest in becoming
a director or volunteer helper, please
contact Bruce Waygood at kbwaygood@
shaw.ca or 250-818-8555.
The recent announcements about
vaccine distribution should make
the delivery of courses this summer
somewhat easier. While it may be
unlikely that children and youth will be
vaccinated by July and August, many of
our board members and past volunteers
are senior citizens, and if they are
vaccinated, their participation in the
delivery of the courses becomes easier.
Some of the initial considerations for
course delivery include offering two
weeks of just beginners Levels 1 & 2 in
July and Levels 3 & 4 in August, which
would reduce crowding. For Levels 1
& 2, with a minimum of 9 years of age,
where the boats have two people in them,
at the present time family members and
those who are in a “bubble” would sail
together. Regulations in respect to
others will be those that are current in
the summer. For Levels 3 & 4, with a
minimum of 12 years of age and Level
2, students can use the single-handed
Laser 1 and Bytes. Normally, details
of our offerings are made available by
February, but this year the details will
likely be later, and subject to change
depending upon public health advisories.
B r u c e Wa y g o o d , C o m m o d o re

Pender Island			
Otters Swim Club

W

hat a year
this has been!
The Pandemic had
certainly
curbed
our activities for the summer to mostly
online exercise programs, but during the
last few weeks of August we managed
to get a few sessions back in the pool.
But starting at the beginning of October,
we were back pretty well on track
with everything but our Otter Pups
programs. Yes, we had limited lanes...
well, limited people in lanes to be
specific, but it was as safe as possible,
and Panorama Pool had a workable
protocol to keep all safe before and
after swimming. Our coaches, Sean and
Ryan, were real troopers keeping us all
following the rules, and still making our
sessions fun and worthwhile. So many
thanks to them both. And, speaking
of thanks, a huge thank you goes out
to the Pender Island CRD Parks and
Recreation Commission for accepting
our grant proposal for this year. It will
really help to keep us going during
these rather trying times, and enable
us to offer most of our programming
to our island community. Looking to
the new year, while we are not sure yet
how things will go with the pandemic
control, we are still planning on offering
our swim programs for a majority of
our swimmers. Yes, we have to wait
and see how things go, before opening
up our Otter Pups programs again,
but everything else is going ahead. If
you are interested in joining us come
January 8, please go to our webpage
at www.penderislandotters.webs.com
and follow the link to registration.
For any questions please contact us at
penderottersswimclub@gmail.
May
the New Year bring a more calm year
for all of us, and I wish you one and
all a wonderful safe holiday season and
peaceful New Year.
H e l e n L e m o n - M o o re , P re s i d e n t

in December as usual, and will resume
January 9, 2021. Two races were held
at the end of November 21 and 28. The
latter race was held under COVID-19
restrictions, single-handing, and turned
out to be a drifter for the four boats
that participated. Only Avocet, Patrick
Cramond, was able to reach the first
time-point, a distance of about 9 km in
5 hours. Avocet also won the previous
race in which six boats participated, and
while all the boats got to the first timepoint, about 10.5 km, no boats got to the
second time-point, but were so close.
While this race was around Russell
Island and then on to the Deep Ridge
Buoy in front of the Channel Islands,
the second time-point, the trip around
Russell Island was not the usual drifting,
but subsequently tides and insufficient
wind made reaching the buoy difficult.
For the Fall season. Kermit, captained
by Manfred Burandt, was the season
winner (54.3 points); Legacy, captained
by Bruce Waygood was the under 30ft
runner-up (51.4 points); and Whiteshell,
captained by Wally Foster was the
30ft and over runner-up (42.8 points).
For the winter season beginning in
January, up to 10 boats have indicated
their participation, and if anyone else
is interested, please contact Bruce
Waygood at kbwaygood@shaw.ca or
250-818- 8555
B r u c e Wa y g o o d , R a c e C a p t a i n

C over S tory

Pender Island Yacht Club
PIYC

T

he
usual
Christmas party
has not been held,
and racing ended
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W

ishing in any new year is always
a big deal, but New Year’s Day
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2021 is huge. When 2021 arrives, we
will be jubilant that 2020 is finally
over. Hurray and yippee. I feel safe in
assuming that most of you agree with
the sentiment. Seldom has the end of a
year been as welcomed. Hopefully, with
working vaccines and eventually fewer
COVID-19 related concerns, 2021 may
slowly begin to remind us of the good
ol’ days, the days before we all learned
to say “pandemic.”
We have chosen as our January cover
birdie, a male Belted Kingfisher to
herald the start of a new year. This fine
photo was provided by Pender visitor
and long-time Pender fan, photographer
Myles Clarke. Kingfishers can often be
seen on branches and other tall perches
overlooking a river, bay, or inlet on fresh
or salt water…they are particularly fond
of perches that overlook Thieves Bay
Marina. Okay, I confess that the start
of the last sentence drew heavily on
information supplied by our dedicated
ferrets in the Research Department, to
which they added a very factual chunk
of local reality.
Originally, we had planned a huge
knowledge fest of Kingfisher trivia…
enough to make our readers truly
annoying at Christmas parties, open
houses, and seasonal family events.
But as the pandemic quashed such
social opportunities, we will mercifully
refrain from sharing the balance of those
terribly interesting factoids.
In their place, we suggest everyone take
the time to celebrate all the stalwart
participants who have spent the last
many months serving and caring for
the population in a myriad of ways.
No job descriptions come even close
to covering what many workers are
now doing. Some people just step up
in unique ways, like the couple who had
to cancel their already-paid-for wedding
dinner and dance due to public meeting
restrictions. The couple, realizing that
there was more than one way to celebrate
their union, requested that the money
they had paid for their wedding dinner
instead be used to feed the needy. Two
such instances were mentioned online,
with doubtless many more generous
gestures not publicized.
Thanks must go to all the overworked
hospital employees who, knowing the
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significant personal risk, put others’
well-being first. The list of heroes
through the pandemic is endless. Let me
now add to the list all those covering the
length and breadth of Canada, delivering
and administering the recently approved
vaccines.
Best wishes from The Pender Post
board and staff. May your hopes and
prayers for a happy and healthy 2021 be
realized.
M i k e Wi l e y

Of G eneral Interest

W

heelchair Basketball Canada is
thrilled to congratulate legendary
wheelchair basketball coach Tim Frick
on his appointment to the Order of
Canada. A native of Pender Island,
BC, Frick was among those named as
a member to the Order of Canada in
recognition of his coaching excellence
and contributions to parasport.
“This is yet another outstanding
accomplishment for one of the most
decorated coaches and remarkable
individuals in Canadian sport,”
said Wheelchair Basketball Canada
Executive Director Wendy Gittens.
“Tim is a true innovator, builder, and
advocate who has shaped the game of
wheelchair basketball for more than
three decades.”

“He is tirelessly committed to sharing
his passion and knowledge for the
game, and he has single handedly
inspired a generation of athletes and
coaches to pursue their potential on and
off the court. Tim is most deserving of
this honour and we join the Canadian
sport community in saluting him on his
appointment to the Order of Canada.”
The Order of Canada recognizes
outstanding achievement, dedication
to the community, and service to the
nation by individuals from all sectors of
Canadian society.
As a coach, Frick led the Canadian
Women’s
Wheelchair
Basketball
Team to one of the most dominant
runs in Canadian amateur sport.
Under his guidance, Team Canada
won an unparalleled three consecutive
Paralympic gold medals and four straight
world championship titles between 1992
and 2006. He is widely recognized as
one of the greatest wheelchair basketball
coaches of all time.
Frick was the first Paralympic coach to
be inducted into Canada’s Sports Hall
of Fame. He is also a member of the
Canadian Paralympic Hall of Fame, the
Canadian Disability Hall of Fame, the
Wheelchair Basketball Canada Hall of
Fame and the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame,
as well as a recipient of the Coaching
Association of Canada’s Geoff Gowan
Lifetime Achievement Award.

W h e e l c h a i r B a s k e t b a l l C a n a d a C o n g r a t u l a t e s C o a c h Ti m F r i c k o n
H i s A p p o i n t m e n t t o t h e O rd e r o f C a n a d a
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W eather Observations

for

November 2020

Average Temperatures
Max Min Mean
Magic Lake 9.3
4.5
6.9
Normal
9.9
4.7
7.3

N

ovember is, statistically, our
wettest month. In November 2020
we had less than average rainfall but
it was enough to fill Magic Lake to its
pre-summer level; there were only nine
days without rain, but there were only
three days of really heavy rain. We had
a lot of sunshine for this time of year,
and temperatures were close to normal.
Really it was quite a pleasant month, but
it was the wettest month since January
2019 with the exception of January
2020, which was very wet. We had no
snow and not even a frost in November
2020, and a lot of flowers that are
usually long gone were still blooming
when December arrived.
Weather is really unpredictable and that
is why the forecasters are not always
right with their predictions. On Pender
Island there is no consistency and no
current trend in weather. The only thing
about the weather that we are sure of
is that our summers are warm and dry
and the winter is always wet and cool.
Some summers are warmer than average
and some winters are wetter than
usual. I will speak more about this in
the February Pender Post when I have
compiled all the observations for 2020
and we can compare with other years.
There was an eclipse of the moon in
November, but it was penumbral which
means the moon was not totally dark,
but there was so much cloud at the time
of the eclipse that I could not tell if the
moon was in penumbral shadow or just
dimmed by the cloud. There will be a
total eclipse of the sun on December 14,
but you would have had to be somewhere
in the South Pacific to observe it. There
is not another eclipse until May 2021.
You are reading this in the first month
of the New Year, 2021. We still have
some winter ahead of us and January
and February are wet months and also
months when we could get snow.

Extreme Temperatures
High
Low
16.0 on 4th
0.5 on 8th
18.5 in 2016 -8.5 in 2006

I wish you a good year and hopefully a
year that eventually sees many things
back to normal or better.
M a l c o l m A r m s t ro n g

P ender P ost P ast

January 1991

T

he January 1991 issue of The
Pender Post was remarkable for the
number of ads. Pages of ads certainly
outnumbered pages with club reports.
Real Estate alone accounted for 7 of the
54 pages. A 3 bedroom 1-and-a-half
storey home with ocean views could be
bought for only $139,000.
After a rollover accident on Port
Washington Road, the RCMP issued
a warning about icy roads in the early
mornings. A warning still very much
needed.
The library announced that it was now
completely finished on time and on
budget. The School reported that during
the Christmas break the Gymnasium
would be closed for public use due to
the need to clean and wax the floor.
This was followed by a warning that
those clubs who had not cleaned up
after themselves, therefore making the
cleaning and waxing necessary, could
lose privileges next year. Another
warning from the Parks Commission
that a boat trailer left in Thieves Bay
parking lot for over a year was about
to be towed away. As I said, the club
reports were short and not much to
report, so we shall see what February
brings.
Va l B u t c h e r

I hope you managed to have some
enjoyment at Christmas while still
following the restrictions on us all, and
The Pender Post - January 2021

Precipitation
Rain Snow Total
118.6 0.0
118.6
132.9 3.0
135.9

News Release
Islands Trust urges islanders
and visitors to follow BC Public
Health Officer guidance. Let’s
respect travel advisories and look
forward to a brighter 2021

W

ith British Columbia, and the
world, facing alarming growth
in COVID-19 cases, provincial leaders
have once again advised against nonessential travel and required everyone
to minimize community interactions,
even close to home. As we draw near
to December celebrations, the Islands
Trust Executive Committee reminds
people to be as thoughtful and mindful
of the safety of others as they were
in early spring, to continue physical
distancing, and to resist the temptation
to invite or respond to invitations from
friends and family.
“We need to work together and avoid
non-essential travel. No one should be
hosting gatherings with people outside
of their core bubble or household,” said
Peter Luckham, Chair of the Islands Trust
Council. “On the Gulf and Howe Sound
Islands, medical resources are nonexistent or limited. Often it is volunteers
who offer first response. As we know,
the majority of our island residents are
elderly and more vulnerable to the risks
of this terrible virus.”
By order and direction of the Provincial
Health Officer, all events and social
gatherings are suspended to significantly
reduce COVID-19 transmission related
to social interactions and travel. The
order is in effect until January 8, 2021,
at midnight. BC Ferries is also advising
the public to avoid all non-essential
travel. For those who think they may
have ‘essential travel’ needs, kindly
review the definition of essential travel
and the safety precautions listed here
www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/
emergency-preparedness-responserecovery/covid-19-provincial-support/
restrictions#travel-precautions
Continued on page 51...
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Y

ou will probably find this puzzle easier than MCA
which was in The Pender Post for December.

There are 28 numbers to start with this time and to
complete the puzzle you have to fill in the remaining
52 squares and there must be only one of each number
1 to 9 in each horizontal row, also only one number
1 to 9 in each vertical column and also only one of
each number 1 to 9 in each of the nine blocks of nine
squares. We are not publishing a correct solution to
these puzzles because there is more than one correct
solution and if yours complies with the rules listed
here you are correct.
A tip for those of you who are new to this type of
puzzle: You may get to the point where you have to
make a decision about which of two numbers to enter.
I suggest that you make a choice but put a circle
around the number you enter and work in pencil
until the puzzle either works out right or comes to
a standstill and then if the latter, you can erase the
pencilled entries and reverse your previous choice.
The numbers that you are sure about should be
written in with a ball point pen, but have a container
of “Wite-Out” handy in case you inadvertently make
a mistake. These puzzles are meant to be a challenge,
they are not necessarily easy. If you find MCA # 2
to be too easy, I can assure you that # 3 will be more
difficult.

H ealth & Healing S ervices

MIEKE TRUIJEN
RPT

Physiotherapy Clinic
Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week
Evenings &
Home Visits
Doctor’s referral not required
Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics
Osteoporosis
Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions
Call For an Appointment
3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC
www.miekephysio.com

250.629.9910
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C ontractors

General Contracting
Project Management
Site Preparation
Renovations
Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell
250-744-9160
Office
250-629-3084
Fax
250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

Shorehaven
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter
Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca
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C ontractors

Quality service available
for all your plumbing
and gas needs
Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations
Journeyman
Licenced
Insured
30 Years Experience
Email
penderplumber@gmail.com
References gladly provided

Construction
Decks, Stairs, &
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs
References Available
Worksafe Certified

BIG DOG

Services
Lance Mueller

778.676.0061
thebigdogservices@gmail.com

Strong communication and organizational skills
48

Professional Service...
Professional Results...
Let’s Gutter done!
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James Constable
250.629.6222

C ontractors

• Chimney Inspections
• Chimney Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning
• Gutter Repair

markftts@gmail.com
9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window
Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and
Frameless Stainless Steel
Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies
(Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk

Cell
250-744-9160
Office
250-629-3084
Fax
250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

Certified Duradek Vinyl Installations
Excell Aluminum Railing Installations
Rot Repair & Deck Reconstruction
Contact us for a free estimate

250-655-0666

gulfislandsdeck@gmail.com

DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

A DIVISION OF

Architectural Millwork
Custom Doors and
Windows
Stairs and Handrail
Kitchens and Cabinets

Be sure to look us up at

islandglasstek.com
The Pender Post - January 2021
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C ontractors

C. BOYTE
ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS
Providing:
• quality design wiring
• overhead and
underground service
installations
• over 20 years on the
Gulf Islands.
For estimates and information
on your residential, commercial,
or industrial project, call

Charlie at 250-537-0166
24 Hour Emergency Service
Bonded – Reg. #35042

Tree Frog
Spas
• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation
Generator Service and Supply

250-999-7977
alan@gentechpwr.com

Booking for fall service now.
-Certiﬁed Technician
-Generac Warranty Work
-Maintenance Packages
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Make sure your generator
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)
The Pender Post - January 2021

Registered
H2O Spa Dealer,
and Warranty Repair
Mike Jamieson
250-222-6453
jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

...Continued from page 45...

C ontractors

Pender Island

All New Rental Tools!
Water grinder and concrete mix for making
your own concrete countertops. Come see
us for ace.
Also checkout our new Fein Multister
Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.

Residential & Commercial Pick-up
Organics and Discarded Materials
Medicine Beach Drop-off
7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk
Household discarded materials (Three bag daily maximum)
(No construction waste, banned materials, or recycling)
Other Services
Bin Service • Demolitions • Chuck n’ Go” • Portable Toilets
Estate Clean-ups • Commercial Recycling
Hauling from Saanich and Victoria

“Thank you for staying close to home,
and encouraging your loved ones to do
the same,” offered Chair Luckham. “It’s
hard to make this choice during the holiday season when we long to be close to
others, but with consideration for community safety front and centre we can
come out the other side of this winter
healthy and whole. The day will soon
come when island communities can
again warmly welcome visitors to the
Gulf and Howe Sound Islands. Today is
not that day.”
The Islands Trust is a federation of
special-purpose local government bodies representing 26,000 people living
within the Islands Trust Area and another 10,000 non-resident property owners.
The Islands Trust Area is located within
Coast Salish and Kwakwaka'wakw territory and is the homeland to over 28,000
Coast Salish Peoples who have called
this place home since time immemorial.
The Islands Trust is responsible for preserving and protecting the Islands Trust
Area's unique environment and amenities by planning and regulating land use,
development management, education,
cooperation with other agencies, and
land conservation. The area covers the
islands and waters between the British
Columbia mainland and southern Vancouver Island. It includes 13 major islands and more than 450 smaller islands
covering 5,200 square kilometres.
Contact
Peter Luckham
C h a i r, I s l a n d s Tr u s t C o u n c i l
250.210.2553
Russ Hotsenpiller
Chief Administrative Officer
via Erin Coulson
A/Communications Specialist
250.405.5197

250.629.6690
piwastemanagement@shaw.ca
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Cheers to another great
year for Real Estate.
Ask me about Macdonald
Realty’s exceptional
luxury home marketing
platforms.

Greg Rowland Associate Broker
Permanent Full Time Resident on Pender Island

250-629-6680 | greg@gregrowland.ca
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Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

MLS# 854583 - $260,000

MLS# 856591 - $405,000
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MLS# 845660 - $375,000

MLS# 858689 - $699,000
O
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MLS# 858474 - $775,000

LD

LD

MLS# 859755 - $469,000

MLS# 850555 - *$899,000

MLS# 831956 - *$950,000

*Indicates the last MLS list price

MLS# 858064 - $1,450,000

Driftwood: 250-629-3383 * Hope Bay: 250-629-3166 * Sidney: 250-656-5062
Saturna: 250-539-2121 * Galiano: 250-661-8583 * Campbell River: 250-203-3919

www.DocksideRealty.ca
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Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents
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We have buyers
waiting for their new
home to come on the
market; it could be
yours!
Call us for your free
market evaluation.

Perfect flexible-use Ocean Front Home - MLS# 860003 - $1,290,000

Lots • Acreages

MLS# 832516
MLS# 854818
MLS# 851860
MLS# 854446
MLS# 842330

• $134,900
• $139,000
• $139,000
• *$139,900
• *$165,000

appy

•
•
•
•
•

0.37 ac. •
0.35 ac. •
0.59 ac. •
0.44 ac. •
7.78 ac. •

ew

sunny lot
ocean view
private lot
SOLD
SOLD

ear

MLS# 845617
MLS# 830180
MLS# 858095
MLS# 845747
MLS# 838154

•
•
•
•
•

$265,000
$329,000
$349,900
$449,900
$849,000

•
•
•
•
•

0.47 ac. •
0.67 ac. •
1.00 ac. •
1.48 ac. •
33.5 ac. •

ocean view
ocean view
ocean view
ocean view
SOLD

from all of us at Dockside

AL TRELFORD
EMIL CHERVATIN
JAIME MacLEAN
SAM BOYTE
TANJA LONERGAN
250-629-3383
250-661-8583
604-505-9144
250-704-6226
250-507-2487
COLIN DENTON
GAVIN LONERGAN
SANDY MUNDY
SHERRIE BOYTE
250-629-2210
778-977-2507
250-507-6546
250-217-0338
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The Royal Canadian Legion

Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road - 250-629-3441

Please renew your membership,
or sign up to be a new member
Support your Legion, enjoy Legion activities,
and receive member exclusive benefits with
Memberperks (www.legion.ca/memberperks)
Membership helps your Legion to support local veterans and their families,
promote Remembrance, and support our community
2021 membership dues are only $55
For payment option information, updates on events and activities
please see our website www.penderislandrcl239.com

Happy New Year and Thank You
for Supporting Your Legion!

Serving Pender Island for 25 years

Pender Island Health Centre
5715 Canal Road

Monday, Thursday, and Friday
11 am - 5 pm
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