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yoga classes
morning and afternoon

all levels welcome 

Ph. 250.629.0051
To book a class or for more information:

in small Groups

Cover Artwork

This month’s cover comes to you from 
artist Kim Pollard.  To read Mike 

Wiley’s cover story about Kim Pollard 
and her artwork, go to page 53 or go to 
our website www.penderpost.org.

SubSCriptionS for 2020

It’s time to start thinking about your 
subscription to The Pender Post for 

2020.   For the upcoming subscription 
year, we would like to introduce an 
online subscription for $20.  For our 
Pender Island readers the 12-month 
print subscription remains at $24.
Regular print subscriptions within 
Canada will remain at $30.  For the 
United States and overseas delivery, 
please contact Dianne Allison at 
subscriptions@penderpost.org for 
delivery options.  To keep costs as low as 
we can, we do not send any reminders.
We have three methods available for 
you to subscribe to The Pender Post.  
We have etransfer, cheque, and PayPal 
on our website,.  Please fill out the 
application on page 73 of this issue 
or from our website www.penderpost.
org.  If paying by cheque, please make 
your cheque payable to The Pender Post 
Society and leave it in The Pender Post 
box at the Dockside Realty office, or 
mail it to Pender Post Subscriptions, 
attention Dianne Allison, PO Box 4, 
Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0. If paying 
by etransfer send to subscriptions@
penderpost.org.  PayPal payments 
can be accessed from our website 
penderpost.org.
Michel  Pe l le t ier

SpeCiAl notiCeS

Taoist Tai Chi 

Have you ever wondered about 
giving Tai Chi a try?

Starting Tuesday, October 1 at the 
Community Hall from 3 - 5 pm, we 
are welcoming new beginners.  Tai Chi 
is great for improving core strength, 
flexibility, and balance. For $135 you 
get four months of classes. If you are 
interested, call Ken 629-8332 or Kali 
629-3848 for more information and to 
register.  Come and join the fun.
Gai l  Jamieson

Terry Fox Run

This year’s Terry Fox Run was a 
great success. We did not have as 

many participants as in the past (most 
likely due to the weather and the power 
outage in the night) but the crowd 
was enthusiastic. Pender Highlanders 
provided entertainment before the run. 
Tru Value Foods stepped up, as always, 
along with some secret bakers, to 
provide snacks and drinks for all. For 
the first time ever, we had a relay team 
of ten firefighters in full gear running 
1 km each and passing off a fire hose 
nozzle as their baton!  Port Browning 
Marina kindly provided the driver 
and van to pick up the runners as they 
completed their leg of the run. Many 
businesses and services on island were 
incredibly generous this year, providing 
over 30 door prizes to lucky runners 
and walkers after the run. Like many 
successful events, it really takes an army 
of volunteers to make it run smoothly 
and this year was no exception. Over 35 
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Adam Olsen MLA
Saanich North & the Islands

Thank you for
the opportunity
to serve you in 
the legislature.

I love the work that I do. 
It fires me up every day! 
WWe are in that chamber 
with integrity, standing 
up for what matters to us, 
and staying true to our values.  

volunteers baked, gathered door prizes, 
set up the course, delivered water, 
manned aid stations, took registrations, 
poured coffee, entertained the crowd 
with tunes and banter, inspired 
participants, warmed up the walkers and 
runners, counted and balanced donations 
and pledges, and generally kept things 
moving along. At press time pledges 
and donations totaled over $8300 for 
the Terry Fox Foundation. It is with 
overwhelming gratitude that we thank 
all of those involved for their efforts 
and generosity for this most worthy of 
causes.
Cathy  Nealy  and  Fran Munro

Santa’s Sac

Fall is upon us and soon the Christmas 
and holiday season. Santa’s Sac will 

again be supporting many families and 
seniors on the island who need a little 
extra help and cheer.  There are several 
ways you can contribute:
• Make a donation to Santa’s Sac, 

which can be dropped off at the 
Dockside Realty Driftwood Office in 
the Community Box. For tax receipts, 

please make cheques out to The 
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands 
with Santa’s Sac in the memo line or 
marked on a cash envelope.

• Donate your Spirit Board 1% to 
Santa’s Sac (#10) at Tru Value.

• Take a tag and buy a gift from the Elf 
Trees at Dockside Realty (Driftwood 
Office and Hope Bay) when the trees 
are up on November 15.

If your family needs assistance this 
year or if you know a family who does, 
please call 250-816-1519 or leave a note 
in the Santa’s Sac folder at Dockside 
Realty, with a contact phone number.  
All information is strictly confidential.
Thank you again Pender Island for your 
generous support and caring!
Terry  Shepherd

Cancer Screening  
Mammography Mobile Clinic

The Screening Mammography 
Mobile Van will be at the Anglican 

Parish Hall from November 6-8.  
Please call 1-800-663-9203 to book an 
appointment. 
All women ages 40-79 should take 
advantage of the B.C. Cancer Screening 
Mammography Program.  It saves lives.  
Screening mammograms can find most 
types of breast cancer, usually before 
it has spread.  Age is your highest risk 
factor and this service provides free 
screening mammograms.  A visit takes 
about 15 minutes and you don’t need a 
doctor’s referral.  For more information 
visit www.screeningbc.ca.
Eve Pol lard

Chronic Pain   
Self-Management Program
Intro - Saturday, October 19, 2 pm

Saturdays, November 2 -     
December 7, 1 pm - 3:30 pm

Please note the date changes for 
the Introductory Power Point 

Presentation offered on Saturday, 
October 19 at 2 pm, and for the 6-week 
Chronic Pain Self-Management 
Program here on Pender Island at the 
Health Centre Meeting Room, which 
will now begin Saturday, November 2, 
at 1 pm.  The Introductory Presentation 
will give you more information about the 
programs offered by Self-Management 
British Columbia, including the Chronic 
Pain Self Management Program which 
will begin two weeks later.  The free 
workshop is 2½ hours long, one day 
a week for six weeks, and offers tools 
for self-managing chronic pain.  If you 
are afflicted with any form of disease 
or condition that leads to pain such as 
arthritis, IBS, fibromyalgia, headaches, 
migraines, general or specific pain, 
post trauma or injury, low back pain, 
neuralgias, and many other conditions, 
consider taking this workshop.  Also, if 
you are caring for a loved one, or if you 
are somehow affected by someone who 
has Chronic Pain (eg. a spouse, child, 
friend, or someone you live with) you 
may also wish to register for this seminar 
to better understand how to self-manage 
your own life.  Past participants are also 
welcome to attend.  No cure is available 
for many of these conditions, however, 
with knowledge and support from fellow 
class participants and facilitators, many 
persons with chronic pain feel more 
empowered and better able to manage 
and enjoy their lives.  Please register 
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www.thekrakentheatre.com                    250.222.1014               at Port Browning Bistro

Friday October 4 Yesterday      7:30pm
Friday October 11 Hereditary  7:30pm 
Friday October 18 Midsommar 7:30pm
Friday October 25 Double Feature:

Psycho 7:00pm
Scream 9:15pm

October Movies
Available at the door & online.

Tickets $5.00

Doors open 1 hour before movie starts, come early for food and drinks!  
Full bar and kitchen menu available.   Kitchen orders must be placed 20 minutes before movie starts.

Tuesday October 15 Musical:
Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street      7:30pm

Sunday October 20 Family Matinee:
Beetlejuice                       1:30pm 

Thursday October 31 The Frighteners 7:30pm

for this program early by calling UVIC 
Centre On Aging, Ladner Campus, Self-
Management Program.  The toll free 
number is 1-866-902-3767.  You can 
also register quickly online by visiting 
the Website www.selfmanagementbc.ca.  
The site offers ease of navigation and 
lots of information should you like to 
explore more about these free courses.  
For further information, or if you are 
interested in attending the Introductory 
Presentation, please email jewel@
penderling.com (best) or call Mani at 
629-6639 to save your place.  See you 
in the workshop!  See ad on page 19.
Karen  Mani  Lang

The Flu Season Is Here

If you are eligible for a free flu shot, 
please bring your BC ID with your 

personal health number (BC Services 
Card, CareCard, Driver’s license) to 
the local Influenza Clinic at the Pender 
Island Community Hall on Wednesday, 
November 20, 2019 from 10 am - 2 pm
The flu vaccine may also be available 
from pharmacists (for ages five and up) 
and physicians.
• Visit immunizebc.ca/clinics/flu/
• Call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1
• Visit islandhealth.ca/flu to find out if 

you are eligible for a free flu shot.
If you are not eligible, please contact 
your family physician or local pharmacy 
about vaccine availability and cost.
Keely Kastrukoff, RN, BSN, IBCLC
Public Health Nurse

Ferry Congestion and Tourism

With the summer behind us, 
we can review the results we 

experienced with the number of people 
who visited Pender Island this season. 
Most noticeable was the over 30% 
increase in ferry traffic on Pender Island 
- Tsawwassen route which caused 
disruption and delays whether coming 
to or leaving the island. Many sailings 
to and from Swartz Bay were often 
overloaded as well.
On Saturday, October 19, at 10 am, a 
general community meeting will be held 
at the Pender Islands’ school gym, to 
update you on the Southern Gulf Islands 
Tourism Partnership (SGITP)’s 5-year 
business plan and what, if any, relief we 
can expect from BC Ferries.
Roy Moore, Chair of the Pender 
Islands Ferry Advisory Committee, will 
report on the meeting with BC Ferries 
President and CEO, Mark Collins, and 
his officials, held earlier last month.
Steve Wright will provide an update on 
a meeting with the Tourism Vancouver 
Island Director, Callum Mathews, and 

outline strategies we can consider to 
manage tourism including those offered 
by the SGITP.
The goal of this meeting is to gather 
community input to determine what 
action we feel is necessary to alleviate 
the impacts experienced this year and 
what can be done to avoid any similar 
problems next year. We also invite 
property owners and residents to express 
their expectations and vision for our 
community over the foreseeable future.
Please make time to attend. The 
information we gather and the decisions 
we make at this meeting will influence 
our community in the years ahead. 
For further information, contact Steve 
Wright at 629-6632.
Steve  Wright

Tristan Rhodes   
Coming to Pender Island

In late 2016, St. Peter’s Anglican 
Church on Pender Island acquired 

and had installed a magnificent Rodgers 
835 Cambridge organ.  Since then, two 
world class organists have performed on 
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Inspired�Education

A�learning�environment�for�young�people

Port�Washington�Montessori�Children’s�House

in�a�Licensed�Facility�with�an�accredited�Montessori�Educator

for�children�6�mos�–�12�years�•�flexible�hours�5�days�a�week

Anne�Davis 250-629-6114BFA,�ECE,�SNE,�AMS

infant/toddler,�preschool,�out-of-school,�home�school�support

it and on Friday, October 25 at 6:30 pm 
one of those organists, Tristan Rhodes, 
is returning for a repeat performance.
Tristan is a New York born organist, 
composer, pianist, and conductor who 
studied at the prestigious Peabody 
Institute of Music of Johns Hopkins 
University under the well-known 
Viennese pianist Walter Hautzig.  He also 
conducted with the one-time conductor 
of the Halifax Symphony orchestra, 
Leo Mueller, and at the Internationale 
Akademie des Mozarteum in Salzburg, 
Austria.
After Austria, Tristan returned to New 
Jersey and the Westminster Choir 
College and eventually to the console of 
the large Watsessing United Methodist 
Church organ in Newark.  He became 
the piano master at the Columbus 
Boychoir School and accompanied the 
choir at concerts throughout Italy and 
for recording sessions in Rome.
Tristan’s next stop was in Washington 
DC where he founded and conducted 
a 40 voice mixed ensemble and then 
the National Boys’ Choir, a group that 
recorded and performed in churches, 

cathedrals, concert halls, and even 
one Christmas in the White House for 
President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan.
A decade later, he retired from the 
concert stage and accepted a position 
as organist and choirmaster at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Newbury, MA, a 
historic church and the original colonial 
cathedral, built in 1711, of what was then 
the Anglican Diocese of New England.
Frequent visits to maritime Canada and 
to Victoria in particular led him to move 
to our area fifteen or so years ago, where 
he built a music studio for his Steinway 
and his small Moller pipe organ. He 
began to focus on organ performance 
and was quickly invited to be the 
organist and choirmaster of St. John 
the Divine Church in Victoria and then, 
later, of the Old Naval and Garrison 
Church (now the St Peter’s and St 
Paul’s Anglican Church) in Esquimalt.  
He re-established a concert series, built 
a chamber orchestra, accompanied the 
choirs in concert and opera programmes, 
and performed with the well-known 
Canadian violinist, Gwen Thompson, 
in a programme of music for violin 

and organ.  After a short absence in his 
native USA, he returned to Victoria in 
2016 with his piano and pipe organ in 
tow.
Tristan now has a mission, to bring organ 
music to rural areas of British Columbia 
and it is as part of that mission that he 
planned next month’s performance 
here on Pender.  He has called it an 
Autumn Celebration and it will include 
excerpts from Bach’s Toccata and 
Fugue in D Minor; Baroques by Seth 
Bingham, a suite in five movements 
for organ; and what he has named a 
Torrent of Toccatas.  In his Torrent will 
be, inter alia, G.F.Handel’s Arrival of 
the Queen of Sheba and one of his own 
compositions titled Festal Fanfare.
We on Pender have no shortage of 
exposure to fine musicians and this is 
an opportunity to not only hear but meet 
yet another, over tea, coffee, and cake 
after the performance.  St. Peter’s is 
delighted that this can happen and looks 
forward to welcoming you to the recital.  
Freewill donations to Tristan will be 
appreciated.
Alan Morr ish
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Minor Repairs / Small Projects / Tiling / Flooring
Carpentry / Painting / Fencing / Window Cleaning

Pressure Washing
Great Rates!

Phone: 250-889-6351  •  Email: kkzm15012@gmail.com
Pender Island, BC

Handyman Services

eleCtionS 2019

The Pender Post contacted the five 
candidates in our riding and gave them 
the opportunity to submit a 500 word 
statement and a photo free of charge.  
These are the replies that we received.

Elizabeth May, Incumbent 
Federal Green Party
Listening is the Primary Ingredient

As we open the menu for Canada’s 
election, how will Canadians 

choose the healthiest possibilities? Who 
looks most appetizing? We really must 
investigate the ingredients, starting with 
the one we know best, here in Saanich/
Gulf Islands.
Elizabeth May lifted a glass to us when 
she said, “It is the community spirit of 
our area that inspires and encourages 
me to be the best MP I can be. For the 
last eight years, it has been an honour 
to work for you.” Maintaining top 
attendance in that wine cellar known 
as Ottawa’s House of Commons, she 
refuses the acidity of heckling - instead, 
sprinkling other MPs with kindness 
even when strongly disagreeing with 
their policies. The savory in her more 
than 80 townhall meetings since 2011 
is her respectful, 1½-hour recipe: 25 
minutes summarizing parliamentary 
activities, followed by an hour listening 
to questions and providing answers. 
Elizabeth understands that listening is 
the primary ingredient, as it is the only 
way that meaningful action can follow.

Some of Elizabeth’s rich menu of 
accomplishments includes being an 
environmental lawyer, a professor with 
four honorary doctorates and author 
of eight books. Besides serving on 
numerous international environmental 
boards, she’s been spiced up with many 
honours, including Parliamentarian of 
the Year, Hardest Working MP, Best 
Orator, Best constituency MP, Best 
Public Speaker, and the UN Global 500 
Award.
Because Elizabeth listens like a 
gourmet to the variety of different 
tastes we all have, she has been able to 
stir support for hundreds of Saanich/
Gulf Islands groups and projects. 
She understands various recipes for 
housing affordability, has helped reunite 
families, and has supported immigrants 
facing deportation. She’s created a 
variety of successful financial recipes, 
whether overcoming funding hardships 
for spouses, achieving benefits for 
veterans, reducing tax rates for small 
businesses, achieving federal grants for 
student summer jobs, or winning major 
grants for recreation centers. Other 
funding recipes she’s created for us 

include Galiano’s library, remediation 
of Reay Creek in Sidney, preparing for 
an overpass at Keating Cross Road, and 
expanding North Saanich’s Centre for 
Plant Health. Elizabeth has shown that a 
great political chef backs tourism, deals 
with derelict vessels, and addresses 
freighter anchorages that disturb our 
resident whales.
Elizabeth demonstrates feeding a fair 
society by embracing reconciliation 
and justice with First Nations.  A fair 
society also thoughtfully stirs the 
ending of fossil fuels by first supporting 
its workers. The current $3.3 billion in 
fossil fuel subsidies can gradually blend 
its 330,000 employees into well-paid 
jobs in the new Green economy. With 
its financially responsible diet, this 20-
step recipe called Mission Possible can 
switch Canada’s “D” ranking record of 
greenhouse gases to a perennial model 
that will truly bear fruit.
Having tucked into more legislative 
amendments than any MP in history, 
Elizabeth highlights evidence-based 
decision-making. Recognizing the 
sweet taste of Elizabeth May as 
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Western
F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

Canada’s strongest ambassador for a 
livable future, we can certainly trust her 
to continue serving healthy leadership. 
To have another four-year serving, our 
responsibility is to show up and vote on 
October 21.
Submi t ted  by  the  Campaign  to 
Re-Elec t  El i zabe th  May

Ron Broda Federal  
People’s Party of Canada 
Candidate

In 1991 my wife Linda, our two oldest 
daughters, and I moved to the Central 

Saanich from Langley, B.C. We moved 
here because of the quality of life 
offered here on the Saanich Peninsula. 
Our youngest daughter was born here.
I have devoted my life to community 
service. I worked as a police officer for 
28 years. The first 14 with the Vancouver 
Police Department and the final 14 
with the Saanich Police Department. I 
rounded out my law enforcement career 
with seven years as a Canada Border 
Services Agency officer.
In my community I have been and 
continue to be an active volunteer, 
having served on school Parent 
Advisory Councils at the local, district, 
and provincial levels. I served for two 
years on the British Columbia Education 
Leadership Council. I coached girl’s 
softball during the years that my 
daughters played. I have refereed 
minor and adult recreational hockey. I 
am a member of the annual Westcoast 
Motorcycle Ride to Live organizing 
committee for my fourth consecutive 
year. I am also a peer support visitor 
to my brother and sister amputees. 

Community is important. Together we 
are stronger.
I am concerned about the future of 
our country. Our governments cannot 
continue to spend money that we 
don’t have, racking up huge debts 
for our children and grandchildren to 
eventually be forced to pay. Protection 
of our environment, economy, national 
security and public safety are serious 
issues requiring our constant attention. 
However, the major issue facing us 
today is trust.
I am concerned about the paralyzing 
degree of political correctness that is 
stifling our free speech and rational 
discussion of major issues. Too many 
people are afraid to say what they really 
think or believe. Too many politicians 
evade questions, sticking to prepared 
talking points rather than risk alienating 
a potential voter or, God forbid, admit 
that they don’t know the answer. We 
cannot effectively solve the many issues 
facing us today and in the future without 
open, honest, and respectful discussion.
One of our most treasured rights is the 
Right to Vote! Voting is also one of our 
most important responsibilities. Every 
vote matters. Yet far too many people do 
not exercise their democratic right and 
responsibility in our elections. Why? 
The sad reality is that few people know 
who or what to believe anymore. Who 
can we trust to tell us the truth and lead 
effectively? Why does it seem that many 
if not most votes are cast out of fear 
against something or someone we don’t 
want? Why don’t we vote in support 
of who or what we do want that best 
supports the kind of country in which 
we want to live?
Until Maxime Bernier started the 
People’s Party of Canada (PPC), I had 
serious concerns about who I could or 
would vote for in this election. None 
of the above is not an effective option. 
Voting is too important a responsibility 
not to exercise. Why simply leave to 
chance who will be making the key 
decisions that affect us all? The PPC’s 
core values of Freedom, Personal 
Responsibility, Fairness, and Respect 
resonate with me.
Effective decisions can only be made 
when everyone has the freedom to 
speak openly and honestly. We are each 
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Bottle Drive 

Saturday, October 5 
Pender Island School

12 - 4 pm
Please drop off at 5714 Canal Road

All non-alcohol and alcohol containers (NO MILK JUGS)
If you require a pick up, please call 250-629-3711 before October 3  

 

Monday - Friday 10am-6am 
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm

 

Vaccinations

The immune system consists of a very 
complex cascade of mediators, like 
cytokines and interleukins, which 
are potent activators of immune 
response when faced with a pathogen. 
Vaccines are made of either a dead or 
weakened pathogen, meant to activate 
our immune system, so we can build a 
defense mechanism, an “army”, able to 
recognize microbes. 

Our immune system can fight 
10,000 pathogens at once, so it is a 
misconception to think we are too 
weak to receive more than one vaccine 
at once, kids included. The fear that 
vaccines weaken the immune system is 
false, it actually makes it more “ready”, 
and stronger. Vaccines are created 
to prevent diseases that our immune 
system is typically unable to prevent or 
fight on its own without severe illness, 
permanent complications or even 
fatality. 

Vaccines are not 100% guaranteed 
immunity, so there may still be people 
who will get infected. Herd immunity 
greatly helps in preventing the 
spread of diseases, and the potential 
mutation of pathogens. Vaccines can 
make people feel tired for a few days, 
because the immune system is hard at 
work building an army. Vaccines will 
NOT give you the disease or make 
you weaker. The risks of side effects 
are present, but MUCH LOWER than 
the potential complications the disease 
can leave you with. 

Speak with your pharmacist about 
vaccines and boosters no matter your 
age.

personally responsible for everything 
that we say and do. We have a huge 
responsibility to honestly present all 
of the facts we possess and not to 
misrepresent them in our deliberations. 
We must respect the rights of all 
others to freely express their beliefs 
and fully state their case as they 
choose, demonstrating our respect by 
really listening and fairly considering 
all new information presented. Our 
responses must be expressed fairly 
and respectfully, free of emotionally 
charged hyperbole designed or intended 
to unreasonably detract from opposing 
or differing views. I want to be a part 
of this type of discussion. I emphasize 
discussion, not debate!
It is time to restore trust and confidence 
in our leaders and political process. I 
want to earn and maintain your trust to 
do the right thing for the right reason 
for all Canadians. This is why I have 
decided to seek election as the Member 
of Parliament for Saanich Gulf Islands.

David Busch Federal  
Conservative Party  
Candidate

David has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biochemistry and 

Nursing from Laurentian University.  
He also has a Juris Doctor of Law from 
the University of Alberta.  Prior to law 
school, David worked a number of years 
in hospital as a critical care nurse, and 
has taught clinical nursing for both the 
University of Alberta, and Laurentian 
University.
After completing his law degree David 
articled with a prominent national law 
firm.  In 2007 he relocated to Vancouver 

where he spent seven years working for 
British Columbia’s largest provincial 
firm as a civil litigator.  When his wife 
finished her fellowship in Cardiology, 
David and his wife, Dr. Jennifer Rajala, 
relocated to Saanich to start their family.  
As a litigator David has appeared 
before all levels of court in both British 
Columbia and Alberta on a variety of 
matters and currently practices law 
out of the Sidney office of Pearlman 
Lindholm.
An avid triathlete, when not working, 
David can be found running the trails 
at Elk Lake, or cycling the Peninsula.  
Interested in politics since high school, 
David has served as a volunteer with 
the party in a number of capacities over 
the past decade, including membership 
and policy chairs, candidate nomination 
committee chair, and as a candidate’s 
official agent.  David also is a keen 
volunteer who has worked with many 
different local charities including the 
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Legion’s Poppy Campaign, Brentwood 
Bay Rotary Club, and the Swan Lake 
Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary. David 
and Jennifer have two young sons, 
Gregory and Alexander, and reside in 
Saanich BC.
David is running to be the Member of 
Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands. 
The federal government under four 
years of Justin Trudeau has increased 
our taxes, increased the cost of living, 
increased CO2 emissions, sullied our 
reputation on the world stage, and has 
been involved in numerous ethical and 
legal issues. Our current MP is simply 
a proxy for the Trudeau government. 
Enough is enough! It is time for change, 
time for our riding to be represented 
in parliament by a person in the 
government. David Busch is that person. 
That government is Conservative - 
one interested in you and your family 
getting ahead, not lining the wallets of 
corporations and elite insiders. Please 
vote for real representation and real 
results, elect David Busch as your 
Conservative Member of Parliament.  
David’s community involvement 
includes

• Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature 
Sanctuary, Director, 2014-2018

• Victoria Bar Association, Director, 
2016-Present

• First Open Heart Society of Victoria, 
Director, 2014-2016                          

• Royal Canadian Legion #37,  
Volunteer, 2018-Present

• Rotary Club of Brentwood Bay,  
Volunteer, 2018-Present              

• Saanich -Gulf Islands Conservatives, 
Director, 2015-Present          

Education

• J.D. Law - University of Alberta, 
2005

• BSc. Nursing -   
Laurentian University, 1999

• BSc. Biochemistry -   
Laurentian University, 1997

Sabina Singh Federal NDP 
Party Candidate

Imagine a government in Ottawa that 
works for you instead of the rich and 

powerful.
My name is Sabina Singh and I am an 
academic, an artist, and a mother driven 
to build a Canada where everyone can 
thrive.
As a New Democrat I know there can 
be no climate justice without social 
justice. That’s why I am standing for 
bold climate action that builds on the 
leadership of First Nations and creates 
good green jobs to support families 
and the communities they live in. Our 
plan is comprehensive and fully costed 
to address both the affordability issues 
that are holding us back and the climate 
emergency: www.ndp.ca/commitments.

The stress that families carry, the worry 
that keeps people up at night, and the 
suffocating pressure that people feel as 
costs keep tightening the family budget - 
it’s all caused by the choices that Liberal 
and Conservative governments have 
made to do less and less for people like 
you and me. If we want different results, 
we need to make different choices.
My children have graduated and are off 
to a good start, but that’s not true for 
all. Let’s help young Canadians inherit 
a safe, healthy, affordable future by 
electing New Democrats who will
• Build 500,000 units of affordable 

housing over 10 years, bringing back 
proper funding for co-ops,

• Improve our healthcare system by 
introducing full pharmacare, cover-
ing mental health and dental care so 
no one has to pay extra to stay well. 
Neglected health means much more 
expensive care later on. Income 
should not determine the extent and 
quality of care.

• Stop oil expansion and decrease 
tanker traffic to protect our coast, 
salmon and wildlife. We will end all 
fossil fuel subsidies and instead use 
those funds to kickstart green energy 
industries.

• Engage in fair taxation policy, 
closing the loopholes that allow the 
wealthiest Canadians to avoid paying 
their fair share of taxes.

• Bring in proportional representation 
to put an end to unrepresentative 
elections. After two elections under 
a new system we will hold a vote on 
whether to continue it.
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For too long, corporate tax dodgers, drug 
companies, and big polluters have cost 
people like us too much. Trudeau gives 
$6 billion loans to corporations while 
collecting $3 billion interest on student 
loans; Trudeau is spending 19% less on 
housing than even the Conservatives did, 
and he reneged on his promise that we 
would have proportional representation 
by this election because the system that 
favoured his Party wasn’t favoured by 
the experts.
Conservatives and Greens refuse to 
prevent re-opening the abortion debate 
this country settled decades ago. They 
are willing to sacrifice a woman’s right 
to govern her own body. New Democrats 
say this is wrong and we will not turn 
back the clock on women.
Most importantly, we believe in the 
value of every Canadian. Diversity is 
our greatest strength. Respect and love 
for everyone in Canada is another of our 
core values.
These are just some of the things that 
we are fighting for. New Democrats 
have already proven we can bring better 
services to Canadians. We are the reason 
Canada has universal healthcare, the 
Canada Pension Plan and unemployment 
insurance.
Please visit my website, sabinasingh.
ndp.ca and on October 21 cast your 
vote for a new voice for Saanich-Gulf 
Islands. See page 57 for the campaign 
ad,

in AppreCiAtion

Thank you

We have many to thank after my 
having a heart attack on August 10. 

Firstly, I must thank the First Responders 
who made me more comfortable very 
quickly and also the ambulance crew 
who continued with their wonderful care. 
The Helicopter Crew worked miracles on 
me until we arrived at the Royal Jubilee 
Hospital where Dr. Shetty was waiting for 
me. I also want to thank Dr. Moore who 
treated me after I had arrived at home 
and was ill again with another problem. 
Jane and Shelley were of great comfort 
to me at this time as well.  Many thanks 
to all our friends who brought delicious 
food for Kathy and me and for the “Get 
Well” cards and flowers to brighten up 
our lives. Our thanks to Pauline and Les 
for their friendship and help at this time. 
Cathy Nealy took over and made sure we 
took our medications properly, had food to 
eat and transported Kathy to and from the 
hospital along with much other wonderful 
care she gave us. Thank you all.
Roy Oram
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AnniverSAry AnnounCement

Ed and Charlotte (nee Lynd) 
Woodrow

Ed and Charlotte were married on 
September 14 at St Paul’s United 

Church in Estevan, Saskatchewan.  In 
their 60 years together, their marriage 
has been blessed with three sons and 
five grandchildren.  They celebrated 
their anniversary with family and 
friends at their home on Pender Island 
on Saturday, September 14.  

Congratu la t ions  f rom Pender 
I s land  f r iends 

CelebrAtionS of life

Joseph Gill

The Celebration of Life for Joe Gill 
will take place at Pender Island’s 

Royal Canadian Legion on Saturday, 
October 26 from 1 pm to 3 pm.
All are welcome to attend, and to share 
a memory or story of Joe.
Norah,  Scot t ,  and  Joe’s  Gir l s

David Joseph Spalding

A memorial service for David will 
be held at the Church of the Good 

Shepherd on South Pender, Saturday, 
November 9, at 1 pm.  After the service, 
everyone is welcome to join the family 
at our home, 9912 Canal Road, to share 
refreshments and memories.
Elaine  Jacobson

the ArtS

Pender Island Art Society

I hope that everyone 
had a wonderful 

summer.  It was nice 
to have those little 
sprinkles of rain here 

and there and avoid our fire rating going 
to extreme. It’s hard to believe that the 
summer that recently seemed to stretch 
out so far in front of us now is gone; 
however there’s always been a part of 
me that embraces the change of seasons. 
The natural world’s cycle helps shift me 
into another part of my life. I haven’t 
done any art all summer and engaging 
the creative side of my brain stretches 

those grey cells and feels great!
Our annual AGM was well attended 
so there was no concern about meeting 
quorum and Kelly kept the meeting to an 
hour - well done everyone! She thanked 
the outgoing board and many others 
who help our art society tick. Heather 
delivered the financial report and noted 
that we ended the year in the black, 
thanks to good sales at the two shows, 
good attendance at workshops, and 
the PIPRC grant which gave us some 
breathing room. The membership voted 
to confer honorary membership for life 
on Malcolm and Grace; a well-deserved 
honour and they both seemed really 
delighted. All in all, the year has been 
very productive with a couple of grants 
to help fund activities and switching our 
August show to May.
Of course, a new executive board needed 
to be voted in and this year it will be: 
President, Margaret Alpen with support 
from Kelly Leroux as Past President; 
Vice President, Peter Pare; Secretary, 
Brenda Sledzinski with support from 
Laura Vilness; Treasurer, Sharron 
Cuthbertson with support from Heather 
Duncan; and Directors at Large, Laura 
Dunsmuir and Laura Vilness.
A heads up: our Le Petit Salon show 
will be held at the Community Hall 
November 23 and 24. Pete Pare and 
Chris Jensen are the show coordinators. 
They are planning ‘Artist Tours’ for the 
show, details to come.  The November 
show; has traditionally been a great 
venue for sales and funds raised for 
the club. I encourage everyone in our 
group to not only display some pieces 
but also to think about how they can 
support Peter and Chris by helping with 
some tasks as putting on an art show is 
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a tremendous amount of work. If we 
all pitch in a bit, we won’t burn out our 
show coordinators.
Much of the year’s planning has been 
done and a number of great sessions 
have been set up with a mix of different 
media and techniques. Laura will be 
sending out more information soon but 
here’s what’s going on in October. Sarah 
Gayle will be back (yay!) and leading 
us in Leaf Portraits on October 7 at 
the Anglican Hall. Stay posted, a list 
of materials will soon be sent out. On 
October 21, Brenda Sledzinski will lead 
a session entitled Watercolour Galaxy 
which is fun, loose, and requires few 
materials. Again, more information 
will be emailed to members before the 
session.
I’m feeling that PIAS is in a dynamic 
period with new members, some changes 
with our shows, and the financial support 
of some grant funds. We’re just getting 
going for the season and there’s plenty 
of time to still join the group. If you’re 
into the visual arts, or just want to get 
started on some, experiment a bit, or do 
fun stuff, our group is a great option.
Brenda S ledz insk i ,  Secre tary 

Pender Island Celtic Music 
Society

By the time October 
rolls around, our 

Fall Fair is a dim 
memory.  But wait 
a minute, this one is 
worth the ink, as far as 

the Highlanders are concerned.  We had 
put in countless hours of preparation 
leading up to August 24. Over the past 
couple of years, we learned several new 
tunes, including Farewell to Camraw, 
Mr. Dick Herring, Horsbruch Castle 
and Flett from Flotta, at first as new to 
us as to most of our readers.  Somewhere 
along the way, it was decided to blend 
the first three into a seamless flow and 
to embed the third into another sequence 
starting with the tried and true Scotland 
the Brave.  Armed with other tunes we 
knew well, we felt confident to lead the 
parade through the grounds and perform 
after the opening ceremony.
Parade kick-off time was 10:30 am, so 
band members gathered at Fire Hall 

#1 at 9:50 am, all kilted up, with ties, 
glengarry bonnets, and our new vests, 
fit for the occasion.  Fourteen of us, ten 
pipers and four drummers, stepped off 
to the beat of Barren Rocks of Aden, and 
then into the swinging lilt of Liberton 
Polka, as we wound our way down to 
the Community Hall.  Whether on pipes 
or drums, marching and playing in the 
midst of a cheering crowd, even though 
it’s fun, can be challenging...so many 
things to coordinate among so many 
distractions.  An occasion to live up to 
the theme of this year’s fair: Resilience.
At 11:10 am, right on schedule and to 
the tune of Scotland the Brave, the band 
marched up to the outdoor stage and 

formed a circle.  Here, three solo pipers 
played significant roles.  Alan Morrish 
led us into the Farewell to Camraw 
sequence, Callum McKay introduced 
his favorite When the Pipers Play, and 
Paul Hamson led Morag of Dunvegan 
and its transition into Amazing Grace.  
All did superbly, making it easier for the 
rest of us to follow suit.  Sometimes, to 
allow the pipers to catch their breath, 
Pipe Major Larry Dempster will 
announce “drummers’ call,” to which 
the drum corps responds by playing 
their choice of ‘drum salute’, geared to 
showcasing the particular skills involved 
in performance drumming.  Larry didn’t 
disappoint us drummers, allowing us to 

Pender  Highlanders  a t  the  2019 Fal l  Fair.  Photo  by  Caren  Rennie
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show off our rendition of Wadi Akarit. 
Having successfully completed our 
program, we made our exit playing 
Green Hills of Tyrol, and feeling very 
much a part of this community.  Being 
first up on the performance roster, band 
members could then disperse, mingle 
with the crowd, and enjoy what has 
proven to be a very successful Fall Fair.  
Congratulations to the organizers and to 
all the winning contestants.
Marie  Dion

Pender Island   
Community Choir

The Fall session has started, but 
it is not too late to join and catch 

up. Come to the rehearsals, Mondays 
at 6:30 pm at the Community Hall. We 
especially need basses and sopranos. 
Registration fee is $50 for the session. 
Our director, Steph Jackson, has chosen 
some beautiful music for the December 
concert including spirituals, winter 
songs, and popular music, all super fun 
and uplifting.

The Youth Choir has started up again for 
yet another fun Fall session. Consider 
joining if you haven’t already. 
Youth Choir (all ages to 18) Tuesdays 
5:30 - 6:15 pm, $40/session per child 
(September to December)
Performance Choir (all ages to 18) 
Tuesdays 5:30 - 7:30 pm, $75/session 
per child (September to December)
Both groups will start at the same time 
and enjoy warmups together as well as 
learn songs for the December concert. 
This will be a more relaxed, no pressure 
choir for those students wanting to sing 
for fun. Those joining the Performance 
choir stay until 7:30 pm and will be 
in a structured setting to rehearse 
more difficult repertoire, learn music 
theory, have more opportunities for 
performance which may include music 
festivals in the future.
The December concert dates are set so 
mark your calendars and get your tickets 
early as this is a very popular event - 
December 13, 14 (7 pm) and 15 (2 pm). 
Tickets will be available at Talisman 
Books & Gallery.
Unfortunately, this year the Choir did 
not receive the annual $10,000 gaming 
grant, which was a very large part of 
the annual budget. If you would like 
to become a sponsor ($500 Gold, $250 
Silver, $100 Bronze), please drop off 
in the PICS folder in the Community 
Box at Dockside Realty, Driftwood 
Office marked Sponsorship donation 
on the envelope. All sponsors will 
be acknowledged in both concert 
programs, unless otherwise requested. 
The Legion has also generously allowed 
us the proceeds from one of the weekly 
meat draws so we hope to see you there 

- date to be determined. We thank you in 
advance for your support!
Terry  Shepherd ,  Communica-
t ions  L ia ison

Pender Island   
Concert Society

The Concert Society’s 2019/2020 
season will open on Sunday, 

October 6 at 7:30 pm at the Pender Island 
Elementary and Secondary School 
with a performance by the renowned 
Marc Atkinson Trio with special guest, 
Cameron Wilson.   After more than 
two decades of musical output, Marc 
Atkinson is both difficult to define and 
readily identifiable.  He is first and 
foremost a masterful acoustic guitarist 
who combines lyricism, rhythmic 
precision, and technical mastery into a 
distinctive guitar voice.  That voice is 
further defined by Atkinson’s significant 
talents as a composer of lush and 
melodic original works.  Take all that 
the Trio has to offer after four award-
winning CDs and decades of touring, 
and add the impeccable sounds of 
Cameron’s sweet and playful violin and 
you get a winning combination.  Their 
concerts include everything from flashy, 
rapid-fire playing to swooning ballads, 
stage antics, humorous stories, and the 
good-time feel that comes with watching 
musicians challenging themselves and 
having fun.  Filled with melody, rhythm, 
and good old-fashioned fun, their 
virtuosic performances are captivating!  
The October 6 concert on Pender is not 
one to be missed!
The second concert of the 2019/2020 
season on Thursday, November 14 will 
be performed by the Rolston String 
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Quartet.  This prizewinning quartet 
had their debut at Carnegie Hall in 
December 2018 and is recognized as 
one of the best string quartets in the 
world today.  They are featured on the 
back cover of this month’s Pender Post.  
More information on the Rolston String 
Quartet will follow in the November 
issue of The Pender Post.
In the new year, our third concert on 
Sunday, February 9 will be performed 
by the Bergmann Piano Duo.  A fourth 
concert will follow on Wednesday, 
March 11 featuring Rick Scott and Nico 
Rhodes of “Roots and Grooves.”
Subscriptions

Subscriptions are $75 and allow four 
attendances at concerts of your choosing 
for the price of three single tickets.  
Forms are available at Talisman Books 
& Gallery and Southridge Country Store 
and will be available at the door prior to 

the October 6 performance.  There was 
also a tear out form in the September 
issue of  The Pender Post on page 67.
Single adult tickets

These tickets are $25 and are available 
at Talisman Books & Gallery and 
Southridge Country Store, and at 
the door prior to each performance.  
Student tickets are complimentary and 
are available at the door.  Elementary 
students need to be accompanied by a 
ticketed adult.
Carole  El l io t t

Pender Island   
Quilters’ Circle

The Quilters’ 
Circle got 

off to a flying 
start at the Anglican Parish Hall on 
September 9.  Led by our new President, 

Ann England, twenty-three quilters 
gathered around some exciting UFOs 
(UnFinished Objects) that are going 
to be done before the year is out.  Our 
programme coordinator, Charlotte 
Edwards, handed out the challenge 
sheets and many signed up to get started 
once again on these quilts that for one 
reason or another have come to a halt 
in their respective quilt rooms. Lots of 
ideas floated around the room as each 
quilter spread their quilts on the table. 
Many of the ideas stuck as their owners 
went home with a good idea on how 
to proceed to make this UFO a reality. 
Charlotte has organized a surprise 
reward for the quilter who completes the 
biggest quilt and one for the most UFOs 
finished for the year.
It was a busy morning with lots of 
time for chatting and a very exciting 
challenge coming up for the October 
meeting. Cindy Hultsch led us through 
the requirements for the Bargello quilt. 
Patterns were made available. Members 
who were not at the meeting were 
emailed the pattern. If you have not 
received yours please let Karen know 
and she will be happy to send you one 
out. Eleanor and Cindy had two very 
stunning examples to share.  Start 
shopping for .25m of twelve different 
materials that go together from dark 
to light. Please stay away from big 
prints and solid colors as they can read 
different colours when cut up into small 
units. Using tone on tone fabrics is your 
best bet.  If you plan to make only the 
place mats you only need six different 
coordinating materials.
Heather Duncan, nicely settled in her 
new home, was eager to give out some 
very helpful hints once again. One of her 

Marc Atk inson  Tr io  wi th  spec ia l  gues t ,  Cameron Wi lson
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ideas was to make sure you tape down 
the backing of your quilt solid on a 
table, making it nice and straight before 
putting the batting and top together. This 
will save you serious puckering when 
you get to your machine for machine 
quilting. Heather also demonstrated her 
pin closure gadget that helps close the 
pins when pinning a quilt top without 
disturbing the pin placements and 
saving your fingers from being pricked 
while closing the pins.
Our dues this year will be $35 for the 
year. Donna Smyth will be happy 
to receive your dues at the October 
meeting.  Please make a special note 
that the October meeting will be on 
Wednesday, October 16 at 9:15 am. Also 
in advance, the November meeting has 
been rescheduled to Tuesday, November 
12 at the regular time.
So bring your materials, machines, rulers 
and all other sewing necessities for a fun 
learning curve led by our own Cindy 
Hultsch. Eleanor Heslop will be Cindy’s 
right hand woman so lots of help will 
be available. If you are not planning to 
make this project please come with what 
you are working on and share in the fun.  

Ironers are needed and would be most 
welcome if you just want to come and 
take part.  Happy Thanksgiving.
Karen  Gagnier  

PIJazz
Ten may not sound like a big 
number

But when it’s ten new tunes, first it’s 
reading the notes, then it’s putting 

them together so it actually sounds 
like a tune, then it’s working with our 
bandmates so the tune sounds cohesive, 
lyrical and bright.  Ten is a whole lot.
That’s what PIJazz has been up to since 
early September.
It may not sound like much until you 
understand that we started in on those 
ten tunes with a deadline looming ahead.  
In ten weeks - that’s ten rehearsals - 
we’re getting those tunes polished into 
a finished product in time for a dance.
And to make a dance, well, it takes 
considerably more than ten tunes, which 
means digging out some old music and 
hoping that muscle memory kicks into 
our fingertips as we try to hit all the 
right notes.  We’re doing that for another 
twenty or so tunes.  Once we can hit the 
right notes, then we practise together 
trying to make them all sound cohesive, 
lyrical, and bright.
The unimaginable part for some is 
that we find this fun.  Every Tuesday 
night, should you care to join us, we’re 
practising at the school.  New players 
are always welcome and when you walk 
in and see our crew, ranging in age from 
16 to 80 something, you’ll realize all are 
welcome. 

As you hear us practise, you’ll also 
realize that all levels of ability are 
welcome too.  So dust off that old 
instrument you haven’t played in forever 
and come join us.
Look for PIJazz dance details in late 
November.  We’ll hope to see you on 
the dance floor, swinging to the big band 
sound.
Vick i  Dut ton

Pender Photo Club

The new season for the Pender Photo 
Club kicked off on September 9.  

Normally there is an educational session 
first, then a showing of photos from club 
members.  At the September 9 meeting, 
there was no educational session.  
Those at the meeting were treated to 
an extended slideshow of photos taken 
over the summer.   The slide show was 
also motivating for those who are not 
frequent contributors, to submit images 
so that they may receive the benefit of 
comments from the group and continue 
to improve their photography skills.
The photo is an image from the 
September slide show, titled Bear 
Crossing.
At the Fall Fair, there were several 
entries from club members and several 
prizes won. 
The assignment for the next meeting is 
“forgotten objects.”
The photo club would like to continue 
to grow the membership.  Anyone is 
welcome regardless of their photography 
experience.  The club normally meets 
the second Monday of the month at 
7 pm in the school community room.  
Because the second Monday in October 
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falls on Thanksgiving Day, the next 
meeting will be on October 7.
Kathy  Gi lber t

Pender Solstice   
Theatre Society

When incisors 
meet a stick, 

and they’re owned by 
different children - the 

parents need to have a talk. And that talk 
is what you will see coming November 
8, 9, and 10 in God of Carnage, a dark 
comedy written by Yasmina Reza. Julia 
and Gregory Nicholls will be directing 
this play, which is deep, revealing, and 
confronting.
The rehearsals that are in full swing 
are tremendous fun and we can’t wait 
to perform this play for you as we are 
sure you will enjoy it. Tickets will be 
available at Talisman Books & Gallery.
On stage we will find two newcomers 
to Solstice and two established Pender 
actors. Karen Parker and Tania Honan, 
whom we’ve seen in many plays on 
Pender, will be playing Veronica and 
Annette. Newcomers are Matt Adolf 
and Larry Colcy. They both have 
previous acting experience but will be 
on stage on Pender with Solstice for the 
first time. Matt will be playing Michael, 
Veronica’s husband, and Larry will 
portray Alan, Annette’s husband. Follow 
Solstice Theatre Society on Facebook or 

go to www.solsticetheatresociety.org to 
stay up-to-date and see some ‘behind-
the-scenes’ pictures come by. We can’t 
wait to see you at the community hall 
in November.  See the God of Carnage 
colour ad on page 2.
Rutger  Kamphuis

Ptarmigan Arts

Ptarmigan Arts would 
like to welcome 

Shannon Brayford to 
the team as our Project 
Manager. Shannon will 
be working with Lisa 

Fleming and Lauren Mann to help bring 
some new and exciting projects to life 
as well as helping us continue to expand 
our fundraising and donor programs as 
we continue to grow our capacity for 
“Cultivating Creative Community!”
Mark your calendars for October 5 and 
6 when we will be having the second 
annual Fall Crawl Studio Tour! This 
year we have nineteen artists in sixteen 
different studios across North and South 
Pender Islands who will be showing 
their art and their creative spaces from 
11 am - 4 pm both days. This is a really 
unique opportunity to get a behind-
the-scenes look into an artist’s world. 
Brochures with a map, artist info, and 
bus schedule are available at Talisman 
Books & Gallery, Hope Bay, and Slow 
Coast Coffee. Many thanks to the 
SGI Community Resource Centre for 
helping us use the Community Bus for 

Pender  Photo  Club  -  Bear  Cross ing .  Photo  by  Ken Sawatsky
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SGI Community Economic

Sustainability Commission

...economic prosperity,
social equity,

 environmental quality

www.sustainableislands.ca

David Howe
Electoral Area Director 
Southern Gulf Islands
250.216.5618
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca

www.crd.bc.ca/southerngulf

         STORAGE
      WINDJAMMER SELF STORAGE

             NOW AVAILABLE
     

        Unheate d Clean an d Dry U nits   

          Sizes 8' X 9' and 8' X 12'

  Call Jeremy at 629-0019
          

                (Just remember 19)

the weekend! www.ptarmiganarts.org/
fallcrawl.  See full ad on page 72.
We’re happy to have Sabrina Werbowski 
leading another Music Theory session 
starting October 19 and running until 
November 23 from 10 - 11am at Hope 
Bay Studio. Sabrina makes music theory 
fun, and this class is tailored to the 
participants to help you learn practical 
tools that will advance your musical 
knowledge and give you a greater 
understanding of the world of music. 
The cost is $60 and the registration 
deadline is October 10. Please contact 
us if you would like to participate in the 
program and the fee presents a barrier.
Back by popular demand is Down By 
the Bay, a fun-filled six week session 
of music and dance led by the dynamic 
duo of Ben McConchie and Janet 
Willingham. Kids aged 3-5 years will 
have so much fun learning the basics 
of melody, rhythm, and movement 
giving them a solid artistic foundation. 
Down By the Bay will be running from 
October 26 to November 30 from 11am-
12 pm at the Hope Bay Studio. The cost 
is $60/child or $100 for two children. 
Register by October 17, and please 

contact us if the fee presents a barrier to 
participation.
Mayne Island artist, actor, and 
filmmaker John Aitken has created a 
film called Washed Up that addresses the 
systematic problem of the disappearance 
or murder of a disproportionate number 
of indigenous women, girls, trans and 2 
spirit people from across Canada. John 
will be screening the film on October 12 
at the Hope Bay Studio with a discussion 
to follow. Doors open at 5 pm and it’s 
free to attend.
Thanks to the Pender Island Health 
Care Society, the Friday Community 
Gatherings are continuing through the 
fall, and we are happy to sponsor the 
live music featuring many of Pender’s 
amazing songwriters and musicians. 
This month, come on down for a $5 bowl 
of soup and hear the musical stylings of 
The Frequency Holders (Mary Reher 
and Eroca Dancer) on October 4, Dobro 
Bob and Elizabeth Miles on October 11, 
Deer and Coyote on October 18, and 
Judy Buerk on October 25.
For more information on our upcoming 
programs and events, and to register for 

any of the above programs, visit our 
website www.ptarmiganarts.org.
Lauren  Mann

Community ServiCeS

CRD Bylaw and   
Animal Care Services
Responsible Pet Ownership

It is important 
that your dog 

be well trained 
- for public safety and for your pet’s 
safety.  Dogs are required to be under 
control, or on a leash where specified, 
for the safety of everyone: people and 
pets.
Be prepared when you head out.  Carry 
a leash and collar for unexpected 
encounters.  Your dog must be in 
clear line of sight and able to respond 
immediately to voice commands.  If 
your dog is not trained and jumps up on 
others, please put it on a leash.
Always respect others who might not 
welcome your dog’s attention.  Please 
remember that “my dog is just being 
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PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals
Open Monday to Friday:  10 am to 4 pm

#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store 250-629-9909

friendly” is not reassuring for some 
people.  Although your dog’s curiosity 
and playfulness may seem harmless, it 
can have a negative impact on others - 
including pets and wildlife.
Scoop your dog’s poop and take it to 
the trash.  Be prepared when walking 
your dog by bringing your own bags.  
Leaving plastic bags filled with dog 
waste on the ground puts other dogs or 
other animals at risk.  If they get curious 
and bite into these bags, they can choke 
or become sick.  Uncollected dog waste 
has the potential for adverse health 
impacts on people, on dogs, and on the 
environment.  Dog poop can contain 
many harmful organisms.  Bacteria and 
parasites from dog waste can remain 
in the ground for years.  If children, 
other dogs, or animals come in contact 
with dog feces, they can get sick.  It’s 
nobody’s responsibility to clean up after 
your pet but your own.
For more information, please contact 
CRD Animal Control at 250-478-0624 
or visit www.crd.bc.ca.
Donald  Peden

Community Paramedic

According to the Cardiac Arrhythmia 
Network of Canada up to 40,000 

cardiac arrests happen in Canada every 
year.  Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA) can 
happen to anyone at any time.  Would 
you know what to do if it happened in 
front of you?  October 11 is your chance 
to find out.  I’ll be running a session on 
hands-only CPR and how to use an AED 
at the Community Hall (4418 Bedwell 
Harbour Road) from 10 - 11 am.  There 
is no cost, so come out and learn how 
you can help someone in cardiac arrest.
The Stroke Support Group will meet 
on October 10 from 2 - 3:30 pm in the 
clinic meeting room. 
First Aid Friday will be on October 11 
from 10 - 11 m at the Community Hall.    
If you’d like some more information 
on any of these events, or if there’s 
something you’d like me to do a talk 
on in the future, please contact me via 
email at Alyssa.Woollcombe@bcehs.ca 
or cell phone 250-221-0754.
Alyssa  Wool lcombe  

Epicentre
Family Co-operative

Thanks to the caring and generous 
Pender Island community, we have 

a youth centre on Pender Island that 
is safe, neutral, central, and inclusive.  
Check out our website https://
piepicentre.weebly.com/
Thank you to everyone for supporting 
us at the Fall Fair.  We sold drinks and 
delicious Hard Bite chips kindly donated 
by George Leroux for our fundraiser.  
Thank you once again, George!
Thanks to Beth Arcand for the donation 
of a sewing machine.  The sewing group 
is really enjoying it in their projects!
Thanks to the Pender Wood Carvers, 
who displayed their carvings at Sea 
Star in late August, for their donation 
from their show: Ron Underhill. Emiko 
Chippendale, Jean Moore, Arnold 
Alksne, Rod Knox, Ray Arcand, Ken 
Sawatsky, Urs Boxler, Andrew Lane, Art 
Curtis, Lisa Baile, and Neil Hageman.
Treasurer

As anyone who is involved with 
nonprofit organizations knows, the 
treasurer is an incredibly important 
person on a board of directors.  We are 
in need of a treasurer at the Epicentre.  
This person will be responsible for 
depositing membership dues, program 
fees, donations, and fundraising funds 
into our Island Savings account, writing 
cheques for our utilities, government 
fees, and other miscellaneous bills, 
keeping track of the epicentre budget, 
and creating an annual report.  The 
treasurer also has generally applied for 
grants and bursaries in our aid, although 
this is something that the whole board 

is taking on as a group now.  Our last 
two treasurers have left our organization 
in very good stead, implementing 
e-payments for our members and other 
boons to convenience for all.  Whoever 
takes this on will not be inheriting a 
mess (phew), but we do need someone 
to step in and help us.  Please contact 
our co-chair, Erin at erin.pauch@gmail.
com if this position interests you.
After-School Programs

We have after-school programs every 
day of the school week this fall.  All 
programs include an after-school snack 
and are hosted by Karen Parker: Crafty 
Kids Club on Mondays, Kids Club on 
Tuesdays, Science Club on Wednesdays, 
Sewing Club on Thursdays afternoons 
and Teen Zone on Thursday evenings.  
This last program is quite crafty and 
offers teens a time and place to unwind 
and have fun at the end of a very 
busy school week with the option of 
pizza supper.  Please contact Karen 
at karenonpender@shaw.ca for more 
information and to register for any of 
these programs.  More information is 
also available at https://piepicentre.
weebly.com.
Membership

Membership has its privileges.  You can 
get a membership for a year ($120) or 
just for a shorter time.   Membership 
will give you key access to the centre, 
discounts to programming, and inclusion 
in all things Epicentre, which consists 
of a community of parents and kids 
organizing and participating in things 
that are fun. For more information on 
membership, please contact Tina at 
tlchristensen@shaw.ca.
Josephine  Spaxman
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Ferry Advisory Committee
Ferry Facts

Meeting with Mark Collins, BCF 
President and CEO

On Wednesday, August 28, Mark 
Collins came to Pender Island 

on the 5:15 am ferry from Swartz Bay 
via Galiano and Mayne Island. Upon 
arrival at Pender Island, Mark viewed 
the unloading and loading of the 8 am 
sailing to Swartz Bay, which left 20 
minutes late due to heavy traffic.
Mark brought with him the BCF Fleet 
Scheduler and the Regional Terminal 
Manager. All three BCF personnel 
attended a meeting at the Otter Bay 
Marina along with a Director of BCF 
Authorities Board and our three FAC 
committee members. Invitees from 
Pender Island were: representatives 
from North and South Pender Islands 
Trusts, Pender Island Chamber of 
Commerce, Pender Island Fire and 
Rescue, a Paramedic, the owner of 
Dockside Realty, the manager of Tru-
Value Foods, a driver from Big Dig 
Em Trucking, the owners of the Pender 
Courier, two retired doctors, and three 

Pender Island residents.
The Pender Island FAC committee 
asked BCF to provide a dedicated ferry 
to Pender Island and to implement a 
reservation system between Swartz Bay 
and the Southern Gulf Islands (SGI) in 
both directions.
Mark Collins said that for Pender Island 
to have its own dedicated ferry it would 
require a new service contract between 
the Province and BCF. It became clear 
from the meeting that if the residents of 
Pender Island want a dedicated ferry for 
Pender Island, then the residents must 
make this request to the Minister of 
Transportation, Claire Trevena, claire.
trevena.mla@leg.bc.ca  and a copy 
of the request sent to the BC Ferry 
Commissioner, Sheldon Stoilen, info@
bcferrycommission.ca.
Mark mentioned that the Washington 
State Ferry system has implemented 
a reservation system for inter-
island travel. At first suggestion of a 
reservation system the Washington State 
residents did not want it, but after a year 
in operation they cannot imagine life 
without it. If a reservation system for the 
SGI to Swartz Bay and back were to be 

implemented, it would first have to be 
approved by all the SGI communities.
Mark mentioned that the ferry system is 
now operating at the highest capacity in 
its history. Good Friday this year was the 
single busiest day ever for BCF; on that 
day the Tsawwassen Terminal handled 
a record 12,000 vehicles. The biggest 
problem for BCF to meet increasing 
demand is that there are no other ships 
that can be brought into service to 
handle the overloading and capacity 
issues. The purchase and deployment of 
new ships is three years away. BCF is 
looking at schedule changes to increase 
capacity at peak periods. The traffic 
from Tsawwassen to Pender Island and 
back has increased by over 30% in the 
last year, and a good percentage of this 
traffic is going thru-fare via Swartz Bay 
to Tsawwassen and back and so causing 
overloads on the early morning sailings 
from Pender to Swartz.
The topic of Medical Assured Loading 
(MAL) was presented by the two retired 
doctors. BCF is now working with 
medical personnel on an update to the 
procedures for MAL.
The issue of ferry use by students from 
SD 64 Gulf Islands was discussed. The 
school trustee group would like BCF to 
secure through fares for students from 
point of sale when travelling to and from 
school and home. This would primarily 
be concerned with those students 
making connections through Swartz 
Bay to Saltspring Island and home 
again from Saltspring to their separate 
Gulf Island locations. This would not 
only assure final arrival transfers but 
also avoid potentially dangerous traffic 
situations for our students.
Mark mentioned that he has a team at 
BCF working on a possible solution 
for the long term Gulf Islands ferry 
system. The idea is that when the third 
Salish Class ship arrives in 2022, the 
three Salish ships could be run like 
a “Bus Loop.” Every 2 hours a Salish 
ship would leave Tsawwassen and stop 
at Galiano, Mayne, Pender and Swartz 
and return to Tsawwassen making the 
same island stops, a 6 hours round trip. 
This could potentially mean 9 sailings 
per day, one every 2 hours. One of the 
ships could be home ported at Mayne 
Island. The Queen of Cumberland and 
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the Mayne Queen would become “Inter-
Island Ships”. Saturna Island would 
have a new Electric Ferry running from 
the bottom of Mayne to Saturna and be 
an “On Demand Ferry,” meaning that 
you would push a button and the ferry 
would come to you. This ferry would 
be similar to a front loading “Beach-
craft” type ship. This “Bus Loop” 
idea if workable would require the 
approval by all the Southern Gulf Island 
communities.
The meeting closed after approximately 
4 hours. Everyone agreed that much had 
been learned by all and that the meeting 
was a success.
After the meeting, Mark Collins 
replied via email

“Thank you for a great meeting today. 
I feel like we covered a lot of ground 
and identified many useful action items. 
My team and I will begin work on 
these items immediately and keep you 
informed.”
Your local FAC committee will keep 
you informed of any progress made on 
these issues.
Skeena Queen Upgrade

The Skeena Queen (on Route 4, Fulford 
- Swartz) will be going for her mid-
life upgrade (MLU) from October 
25, 2019 to March 17, 2020 (almost 5 
months). The Queen of Cumberland is 
to replace the Skeena on Route 4 for 
all of that period. The Salish Raven 
will replace the Cumberland during 
its absence on Route 5 (Swartz - SGI). 
The one exception to the Cumberland’s 
departure is that during the 12 days 
before year end until just after January 
1, the Cumberland will return to Route 
5 to address the holiday demand and the 

Bowen Queen will then be on Route 4.
Your local FAC committee would 
like to hear from you. If you have any 
ferry issues, concerns, or constructive 
suggestions to improve service, please 
email to dchyvrpacificocean@telus.
net or, if you do not have a computer 
and email, please drop off a written 
letter in the community folder, marked 
FERRIES in the Dockside Realty office. 
If you have a specific sailing complaint, 
please provide, date, time, sailing (from-
to) and details. All correspondence will 
be presented to BCF.
The Pender Islands Ferry Advisory 
Committee (FAC) members are: Joanne 
Enns, joanneenns2@gmail.com; Dale 
Henning, dchyvrpacificocean@telus.
net; Greg Lucas Trustee for school 
district 64, glucas@sd64.org; and Roy 
Moore, bcffacroy@gmail.com.
Roy Moore

Gulf Islands Food Co-op

The bountiful 
harvests around 

Thanksgiving remind 
us all how truly blessed 
we are to live in our 
lush slice of paradise.  
The Gulf Islands Food 

Co-op (GIFC) has projects underway 
this autumn season to help local food 
producers grow and sell their delicious 
produce.
GIFC has booked a backhaul with the 
Pender Recycling Society for one big 
load of soil amendments to arrive on 
October 16 (with space to possibly book 
further deliveries later, as well).  Also, 
local livestock producers have aged 
manure available to sell, and GIFC will 

arrange free delivery to local farms and 
gardens. These soil amendments are to 
be used for the purpose of helping to keep 
the soil healthy for growing more local 
food.  If you are interested in learning 
more about soil health, check out the 
GIFC Website at gulfislandsfoodco-op.
org under the “Calendar/Education” 
tab to access recordings and handouts 
from our past soil workshops on the 
Gulf Islands.  And if you are a livestock 
producer with aged manure that you 
would like to sell, or a grower in need 
of soil amendments, please contact 
Project Coordinator Nancy at info@
gulfislandsfoodco-op.org for more 
information.
GIFC, in partnership with Pender 
Growers Collective, offers local 
growers a venue for selling their 
produce at PIRAHA’s Saturday Market 
at the Community Hall from 10 am - 1 
pm weekly on our Co-operative Sales 
Table.  If you are a grower with excess 
produce from your garden or orchard 
and would like to have our table host, 
Ben Dunsmuir, sell this produce on your 
behalf, please contact Nancy at 629-
0039 by Friday evening to let us know 
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you are coming (drop off is Saturday at 
9 am).  We will definitely run this table 
through Thanksgiving weekend (and 
possibly beyond based on interest), so 
come on out and support our local food 
growers as they help Pender Island build 
its food production capacity one garden 
at a time.
GIFC is also just beginning to plan our 
educational programming for late 2019/
early 2020, centering around water 
conservation and the practical ways that 
Gulf Islanders can begin to adapt current 
water use practices in agriculture (both 
growing crops and livestock use) to 
mitigate the effects of climate change on 
our local food production.  Do you have 
experience and knowledge to share that 
could help our local food producers deal 
with the very real threat of dwindling 
water resources?  Please contact Nancy 
at 629-0039 or info@gulfislandsfoodco-
op.org to discuss how we can all work 
together to be part of the positive 
change!
Nancy Klein, Project Coordinator

Heartwood Folk School
Climate Action Gathering Success

Heartwood was 
pleased to be 

part of the incredibly 
successful gathering 
of almost 60 people 

on Saturday September 14 at the 
Community Hall. The meeting gave 
everyone a chance to share their thoughts 
about how we can work together to 
grow Pender Island resilience around 
our changing climate while also acting 
to reduce our own contributions to the 
problem.
People met in themed groups to talk 
about food, energy, water, education, 
transportation, and building a model 
society and then propose projects that 
can help move us forward on important 
issues in the next few months.
All the groups will reconnect at the next 
meeting scheduled for January 11, 2020 
at the Hall to present progress reports 
and figure out the next steps to take to 
keep the momentum moving forward.

The projects include

• A tree planting initiative to grow 
species that will thrive in Pender’s 
changing climate.

• Updating North Pender Island by-
laws to encourage rainwater catch-
ment in new construction.

• Creating an island-wide “designated 
protected area” to protect and pro-
mote biodiversity.

• Creating a youth and young adult 
environmental action network.

• Hosting a workshop on climate grief.
• Developing climate education sig-

nage to be located at strategic sites 
around Pender.

• Organizing a Climate Action Work-
shop at the school similar to the 
Septenber 14 event to get students 
involved.

• Develop a business plan for a Pender 
e-Car Carshare Co-op.

• Helping to build food resilience by 
surveying the needs and current level 
of individual food resilience and 
mapping local production, infrastruc-
ture, and potential.

• Creating a Footprint Club that brings 
together people who want to make 
personal changes to reduce their 
carbon footprint (see below).

If you are interested in being involved 
in any of these initiatives please send an 
email to penderearth@gmail.com to get 
connected to the groups working on the 
project.
Join the Footprint Club!

Do you want to take steps to reduce your 
carbon footprint and live more lightly on 
the Earth? Would you like some friendly 
support to reach your goals? Then you 
want to join the Footprint Club.
The goal is to develop small 
neighbourhood-based groups of five or 
six households who will meet regularly 
for a few months to work on achievable 
lifestyle changes that will reduce their 
household impact on the environment. 
Groups provide information on a variety 
of highest “return of effort” changes 
you can make and social support to 
make progress on the goals you set for 
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yourself.
If you are interested in joining the 
Footprint Club or would like to 
take a role in developing the idea 
and materials, contact us at info@
heartwoodfolkschool.org.
Join us January 11, 2020 for the next 
Climate Action Gathering
Please save the date; our next Climate 
Action Gathering on January 11, 
2020 will be to celebrate progress 
and get excited about taking the next 
step. All are welcome. For regular 
updates and information please contact 
penderearth@gmail.com.
See more under the heading of Pender 
Earth in this issue.
Ben Kadel

North Pender    
Local Trust Committee

After 10 months in government as 
one of your Trustees for North 

Pender Island, I’d like to share some 
interesting facts about our community 
and things we will have to confront as a 
community in the near future. Some of 
these issues are beyond the jurisdiction 
of the Islands Trust, but are nonetheless 
critical to the health of our islands.
Did you know? 

The CEO of B.C. Ferries has confirmed 
to me and others that the ferry system is 
at its highest capacity in the history of 
B.C. Ferries - including route 5 and 5A 
(our routes). As a result of keeping fares 
lower in previous years, they cannot 
build more ferries for us right now. So 
that means no Salish class vessel for 
at least 3 years. But at the same time, 
do we want bigger ferries and more 
cars? In order for our community to 
get better, more balanced ferry service, 
our community’s vision to the province 
needs to be clear. Right now it is not. 
But progress is being made thanks to our 
very active ferry advisory committee. 

Want bike lanes for Pender?

 Roads getting too crowded? Good news 
- there is already a comprehensive plan 
in place to develop those lanes thanks 
to MAP (Moving Around Pender). Bad 
news - they need actual real life volunteer 
members to join their organization to 
help get the work done. Several key 
members are retiring because they have 
already worked their behinds off getting 
the bus going - it’s time to step up and 
leave a real legacy for Pender, so please 
consider joining MAP.
Solar panels

The total cost for my friends’ medium 
size home 8.4kw system was $16,000 
(less than the estimate), which included 
everything, from the hardware to 
them completing and submitting the 
application to get approved by BC 
Hydro.
Despite a couple of big trees that shade 
some of their panels, their system is on 
track to produce about 8,000 kwh of 
electricity, which is about $800 worth 
at BC Hydro rates, and also more than 
we use in a year (so they’ll get a cheque 
from BCH). If you are financially able, 

consider doing this to your home - check 
out http://www.ssrec.org/ for more info. 
Rain water catchment

We currently do not have a cheap and 
reliable technological solution for 
making rainwater potable and approved 
by the Island Health. This needs to 
change as our aquifers and groundwater 
become more sensitive and scarce due 
to climate change. 
We have no comprehensive tourism plan 
for the southern gulf islands that’s being 
followed or implemented by an island 
community council. Stakeholders and 
business owners are currently steering 
the wheel. 
There is currently little repercussion 
for people who nuke their properties 
of trees. There are no fines for cutting 
trees down in a development permit 
area. To those folks: please stop cutting 
down all of the trees on your property. 
This makes no sense and destroys our 
islands’ ecosystems. If you like that 
style of island, please move to Easter 
Island where there are very few trees 
and many statues.
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We design, build and install aluminum kitchens for 
the Gulf Islands, Victoria, Vancouver and beyond.

imdcabinets.com

fully customizable 
contemporary  
no off-gassing 

recyclable 
hypoallergenic 

 
contact Darren 

250-589-5333 
 

darren@imdcabinets.com

I n c .

Islands Trust and its Trust Council are 
flawed governments that require reforms 
and reboots due to our climate change 
emergency - your local trustees (both 
North and South) are working extremely 
hard to review and make these necessary 
changes - including a review of the 
policy statement. At September’s Trust 
Council, a coalition of fellow Trustees 
was successful in passing a motion 
that the Islands Trust become a part of 
the BC Auditor General Act - making 
the Trust part of performance audits. 
This is all in an attempt to make your 
local government as transparent and 
productive as possible. 
I could go on, but if you’ve made it this 
far, thanks for reading, I hope you found 
some of this interesting and relevant. 
Please feel free to ask questions or offer 
positive solutions to  keeping our islands 
healthy and balanced. We’re so lucky to 
live here.
Ben McConchie

South Pender    
Local Trust Committee

Trustees gathered on Bowen Island 
for their quarterly Council meeting 

on September 17 and 18. Aside from the 
mundane business matters of running 
an organization, there were a number 
of important matters before trustees. 
First was the ongoing consideration of 
the Strategic Plan. Reaching agreement 
among 26 trustees on which projects 
and initiatives to include and what to 
exclude, from a seemingly endless wish 
list, and in recognition of finite resources 
and limited staff capacity, presented 
difficult choices. The draft Strategic Plan 
proposed 26 strategies and after much 
discussion, in spite of many deletions 
and additions, the discussion concluded 
with roughly the same number. Council 
asked staff to collate the amended list 
so trustees can reconsider the Plan 
at the next Trust Council meeting 
in December. Although it seemed to 
be a fairly simple task at the start, it 
proved difficult with so many issues 
confronting our islands, from climate 
change to First Nations Reconciliation, 
from governance to public engagement. 
All are important and it seems, all must 
be resolved this term. The question is: 
what is achievable and what should be 
left until other projects are completed?
In the interest of ensuring the efficiency 

and effectiveness of the Islands Trust’s 
use of taxpayer dollars, and that it is best 
organized to deliver planning services 
while meeting its protect and preserve 
mandate, Council passed a resolution to 
request the Minister to add the Islands 
Trust to the Auditor General Act as 
a first step in determining whether a 
financial and performance audit could 
be conducted by the Auditor General for 
Local Government with respect to the 
Islands Trust. This request is necessary 
because the Islands Trust is not a “local 
government” but is continued by statute 
as a “trust.” The difference is important 
because being a public trust, the Islands 
Trust is recognized as a trustee who has 
a duty of care to the beneficiary (that 
being the “residents of the Trust Area 
and of the province generally,” including 
of course, First Nations). This presents a 
different obligation from those of local 
governments.
Another subject of discussion at 
Trust Council was a paper submitted 
by trustee Wright, which offered 
an interpretation of the Trust Act 
different from what is currently being 
acted upon. That paper is available 
to read on the Trust website under 
“Correspondence” of the September 
Council Meeting. The conversation was 
extensive and affirmed each trustee’s 
heartfelt commitment to the Islands 
Trust mandate, their islands, and their 
communities. The paper was referred to 
the Trust Programs Committee, which 
is chaired by Deb Morrison (North 
Pender), for consideration in the Trust 
Policy Statement review presently being 
undertaken.
Locally, Trustees have presented the 
draft South Pender Island Building 
Design and Siting Guidelines to our 
planner and APC for consideration and 
comment. The guidelines are intended 
to support South Pender’s Official 
Community Plan. This is the first step in 
exploring strategies to ensure land use 
and development are compatible with 
the rural island character, ecology, and 
environment, and that growth is gradual 
and sustainable. We look forward to 
the upcoming discussions among all 
property owners and residents.
We are now enjoying fall, a quieter 
time and one that seems to encourage 
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introspection, gathering together, and 
planning for the months to come. We 
wish you a happy Thanksgiving. In spite 
of all the distressing events occurring 
in the world, we have so much to be 
thankful for living on this island. Let 
us not forget to always appreciate that 
we are here on the unceded land of the 
Coast Salish people.
Cameron Thorn                                                          
cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca
Steve Wright   
stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
Cameron Thorn  and   
S teve  Wright

Magic Lake   
Property Owners’ Society
MLPOS

The Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society AGM will be held on 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 at 2 pm at the 
Anglican Church Hall.  Please come out 
and hear what the Magic Lake Property 
Owners’ Society has accomplished in 
the past year and help to plan for next 
year. 
The following positions will be 
up for election

• President
• Vice-President
• Marina General Manager
• Marina Operations Manager
• Recreation Director - tennis
All positions are for a 2-year term.  Job 
descriptions are available for the marina 
positions.  Contact either Kathy Gilbert 
at kgilbert@gilberts-bc.ca, or Marina 
General Manager, Glenn Henderson 
at glenn5ft19@gmail.com.  For the 
other positions, visit the Magic Lake 
Property Owners’ Society website 
www.magiclake.ca.  Please consider 
letting your name stand for one of these 
positions. 
As well, Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society can always use more volunteers, 
particularly for work parties, both at the 
marina and at the tennis courts.  Even 
if you are able to lend a hand for just 
one work party, your participation 
is welcome.  Magic Lake Property 
Owners’ Society can use volunteers 
for other items too.  For example, one 
member who was not able to participate 

in the marina work parties organized 
the ball caps that were handed out to all 
marina party volunteers.
At the 2018 AGM, there was barely a 
quorum, which is 20 members.  The 
executive would like to avoid the angst 
of last year’s AGM, while we waited for 
that twentieth person to arrive. 
The major maintenance work at the 
marina is now finished for this year.  
One of the new pieces of construction 
was building a kayak rack.
Earlier this year, the significant damage 
sustained to the breakwater in the 
December 2018 storm was repaired.  A 
stockpile of rock will be stored at the 
marina in anticipation of both minor and 
major repairs that may be required in the 
future.
Not only does the society operate and 
manage facilities owned by the society, 
the Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society provides advocacy and liaison 
roles with various government agencies 
and others associated with residents 
of Magic Lake.  The Board now 
has additional representation on the 
Magic Lake Estates Water and Sewer 
Committee.  Treasurer Jean Deschenes 
joins Member-at-Large Dave Reed and 
Vice-President Wally Foster on the 
Committee.
On November 23, a referendum will be 
held regarding upgrades to the sewer 
system for those Magic Lake Estates 
owners on the sewer system.  For further 
information, please visit the Capital 
Regional District web page that deals 
with this issue at: https://www.crd.bc.ca/
project/magic-lake-estates-wastewater-
system-infrastructure-replacement-
project.
The Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society Board normally meets on 
the second Monday of the month at 
the school at 4 pm.  However, given 
that the second Monday in October is 
Thanksgiving Day and that the date is so 
close to the AGM, the next meeting of 
the Board will be in November, with the 
date to be announced in the November 
edition of The Pender Post.
Kathy  Gi lber t

Pender Earth

On Saturday September 14, almost 
60 concerned Pender Citizens 

met at the Community Hall to share 
their thoughts about how to ensure 
that the Pender Island community is 
building resilience around our changing 
climate and acting to reduce our own 
contributions to climate change. At the 
meeting, working groups brainstormed 
around issues related to fresh and 
marine water, education, transportation, 
a model society, energy, education, and 
food.
Each group then made one or more 
pitches to the whole group for projects  
that they would take action on.  Working 
groups will take steps toward these 
goals, achievable within a 3-4 month 
period, and present progress at our next 
meeting on January 11, 2020. 
If you are interested in being involved 
in any of these initiatives please send an 
expression of interest to penderearth@
gmail.com and we will put you in touch 
with the group.
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Themes

Water

• A tree planting project to grow 
species of trees on Pender that will 
thrive in a drier climate.  It is esti-
mated that planting 1.2 trillion trees 
will capture sufficient carbon to curb 
climate change. That’s 147 trees for 
everyone on the planet! We better get 
started.

• Work toward including a bylaw for 
North Pender Island to ensure that all 
new construction will include rainwa-
ter catchment and storage (as already 
exists on South Pender)

• Create an island-wide Designated 
Protected Area that protects forests, 
wetlands, foreshores, intertidal, fresh 
water and streams, with the intent 
to respond to the biodiversity and 
climate crisis

• Research fire retardant sprinkler sys-
tems for the exterior of homes which 
use water from water catchment.

Model Society

• Create a youth and young adult envi-
ronment action network by reaching 
out to the elementary school and high 
school to recruit and organize mem-
bers. Schedule a meeting of youth 
and young adults on the Penders by 
January 11, 2020

• The Footprint Club will gather 
Penderites and Penderlings to learn 
together and support each other to set 
goals to reduce our individual carbon 
footprint using quantifiable metrics.

• Climate Change Grief Workshops
• A free climate grief workshop will be 

conducted.
Education

• Develop and install permanent signs 
along public walking paths and other 
public areas, highlighting specific is-
sues/informing people how they can 
help. Signs will also serve as nesting 
substrates for barn swallows; a spe-
cies of conservation concern.

• Work with the School to organize a 
Climate Action Workshop for Pender 

Youngsters similar to the one held on 
September 14.      

• Ask the local School board to declare 
a Climate Emergency.

• Provide education to the public on 
how to reduce energy usage

Transportation

• Develop a business plan and seek 
funding for a Pender-based, non-prof-
it, electric car share cooperative

Food Resilience

• Help achieve food resilience on the 
Penders by surveying the needs and 
current level of individual food resil-
ience and mapping local production, 
infrastructure, and potential.         

Please save the date. Our next Climate 
planning meeting is January 11, 2020. 
All are welcome. For regular updates 
and information please contact us at 
penderearth@gmail.com.
Roland Maurice ,  Ben  Kadel , 
Kathy  Cronk ,  Pe ter  Pare ,  and 
Lisa  Bai le  for  the  Pender  Ear th 
group

Pender Island   
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care & Family 
Resource Centre

At the end of the day, the most 
overwhelming key to a child’s success is 
the positive involvement of parents.  
~ Charles Swindoll
Parents and Babes

Parents and 
Babes is 

each Monday 
morning from 9 - 11:30 am at Dragonfly. 
We will be closed for Thanksgiving 
on October 14. This is a free drop-in 
program for parents, caregivers, and 
their children. Come out and enjoy 
snacks, adult and children interactions, 
and the book lending library. Thanks to 
Success by Six and the Pender Island 
Child Care Society, this program is free.
Healthy Opportunities for  
Preschoolers (HOP)

HOP is each Wednesday morning in the 
school gymnasium from 9 - 10:15 am. 
Join facilitator Karen Parker as she sets 
up traffic cones, plasma cars, obstacle 
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courses, basketball, bean bag toss, 
tunnels, and more! HOP is designed for 
parents/caregivers to engage in physical 
activities with their children 1-5 years. 
Thanks to the Pender Island School and 
the CRD-Parks and Recreation, this 
program is free.
Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast

Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast is on 
October 5 from 9 - 11 am. Kids can 
bring their dads, uncles, grandpas or 
friends. This is a great opportunity to 
play with your kids and meet some of 
your children’s friends and their dads. 
Thanks to the Ministry of Children and 
Families this drop-in program is free.
Nobody’s Perfect Parenting 
Course (NPP),

Carole Nicholson and Sarah Conley 
will be offering the Nobody’s Perfect 
Parenting Course on Mondays beginning 
on October 21. The dates are October 
21, October 28, November 4, 18, 25, 
and December 2. This is a participant 
centred course where parents choose 
what they want to learn in a supportive 
group setting. The program allows 
participants to build confidence and 
self-esteem by offering opportunities 
to try new skills and behaviours. This 
program is most beneficial to parents of 
children 0-6 years old. Dinner and child 
care will be offered.
Dragonfly Child Care

Our dedicated ECEs provide a safe and 
enriching environment for children 
to learn, play, explore, and socialize. 
We offer child care from September to 
June. As we work in close partnership 
with the school, we are closed during 
winter and spring break and throughout 
the summer. We are currently accepting 
registration on Wednesdays in our multi-
age child care program. Contact Sarah 
for more information or to enroll your 
child. Our facility has been accepted 
into the government’s new mandate of 
making child care more affordable for 
families, with the parent reduction fee 
initiative and the Affordable Child Care 
Benefit.  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/
content/family-social-supports/caring-
for-young-children/child-care-funding/
child-care-benefit
If you would like further information 
on Dragonfly activities, you can 

contact Sarah at 629-3039 or by email 
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com.   
Our website is www.dragonflycentre.ca.
Looking forward to seeing you all in 
October.
Sarah Conley

Pender Island Community 
Farmland Acquisition  
Project Society
PICFAPS

Do you have 
apples that 

need picking in your 
orchard?  Or maybe 
you are a gleaner 
who is interested in 

picking apples?  PICFAPS is happy to 
bring people together to ensure that all 
the apples on Pender Island that need 
picking and processing make their way 
into our community food supply. 
The Community Apple Press and 
Community Fruit Dehydrator, cared for 
by PICFAPS, are available to borrow 
for free use by anyone on Pender.  We 
are already taking a waitlist, so please 
do not hesitate to let us know as soon 

as you are thinking about juicing and 
drying your apples!
If you are a PICFAPS member, please 
accept my apology for failing to finish 
the fall e-newsletter in September 
- time just disappeared somewhere 
between late summer canning and early 
autumn harvests.  Please look for the 
e-newsletter in your inbox sometime 
before Halloween, and if you have any 
ideas about the kind of information that 
you would like to see in our seasonal 
e-newsletter, please let me know!
To become a member, to find out more 
information about PICFAPS, to add 
your name to our list of gleaners or 
orchards needing pickers, and to book 
the apple press or fruit dehydrator, 
please call Nancy at 629-0039 or email 
penderfarmlandproject@gmail.com.
And thank you for your continued 
support on the Tru-Valu Spirit Board to 
#31 Farmland.
Nancy  Kle in
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Pender Island   
Community Service Society
Nu-To-Yu

First thing, a 
reminder to all 

PICCS members 
that our meeting will be on October 28 
at 1 pm.  Speaking of members, we are 
always happy to welcome new ones.  It’s 
a one-time fee of $5 to join, then perhaps 
three hours a week volunteering.  The 
jobs are: sorting items that have been 
donated, stocking the store with these 
items, or working in the store selling 
and doing a little bit of tidying.
Now that the rainy season has started 
(with a vengeance), we ask you to 
please drop off donations when we 
are there to bring them inside (8 am - 
noon Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 10 
am - 4 pm Fridays and Saturdays).  We 
have already had to put several water 
damaged items into the garbage (for 
which we have to pay).
We have the results of our silent auction 
at the Fall Fair.  We made almost 
$4000.  Good job by everyone helping, 
particularly Gayle and Manfred!
I’ll have to take a deep breath before I 
talk about upcoming events - there are 
so many.  First up is Thanksgiving; 
we have some Autumn decorations for 
this.   Next is Halloween; we’ve been 
saving costumes for this all year.  Then 
as soon as Halloween stuff is taken out, 
Christmas items will take their place! 
As usual, don’t forget $5 bag day.  This 
is a way of making space in the store for 
new and interesting stock.  On the last 
Friday and Saturday of the month, come 
in and stuff as much clothing and linens as 
you can into one of these bags (excluding 
specially priced clothing and shoes).
Shei la  Veness

Pender Island   
Conservancy Association
PICA

Subterranean Insects 
From Naturescape Notes,   
September 2006

The decomposition 
of logs is a lively 

business, albeit very 
time consuming. It is 

said that a large tree may take as long 
to completely decompose as it took 
to grow. Its digestion into the land is 
complex, with many participants in the 
process.
You may have noticed Northern Flickers 
pecking enthusiastically at declining 
logs - our only woodpecker species 
that feeds on the ground. Old logs 
often house termite and ant colonies, 
and burrowing beetle larvae - each 
important in the decomposition process, 
and a feast for flickers!
There are two species of termites in 
our area that feed on dead wood - the 
Western Subterranean, and the Pacific 
Dampwood, each with fascinating life 
cycles
The mere mention of termites may 
strike a note of anxiety for some! In fact, 
termites of temperate areas do not pose 
a major threat to wooden structures, as 
do those of the tropics. Reassurance is 
offered by a Gulf Islands pest control 
firm noting that structural damage by 
termites is seldom encountered here. 
That being said, however, termites do 
feed on dead wood, as do carpenter 
ants, and wood is wood, structural or 
otherwise. It is, therefore, important to 
ensure that no part of a wooden structure 
is damp and/or in contact with the soil. 
A regular inspection of foundations and 
crawl spaces is a good idea.
Where local termites do their good stuff 
is in our forests. They are one of the 
many species of insects that contribute to 
cycling woody debris into soil nutrients. 
Their complex colonies consist of a 
king and queen, workers, soldiers, and 
secondary “reproductives.”
In late summer, particularly after a rainy 
spell, the winged reproductives may 
swarm. Last year we had an opportunity 
to observe this in our driveway 
turnaround when, through a tiny 
opening in hard-packed soil and gravel, 
subterranean termites streamed up for a 
brief few minutes. Twelve juncos and a 
flicker soon appeared to take advantage 
of a special feeding opportunity on the 
ground. Fifteen minutes later at the 
other side of the turnaround a second 
emergence took place, again lasting 
only a few minutes.

A few days later at a friend’s property 
we marvelled an evening emergence, 
this time of dampwood termites. Many 
of these attained only 20 or 30 feet of 
altitude before being snapped up in an 
aerial ballet by a flock of hungry cedar 
waxwings.
After swarming, surviving males and 
females bond when the male is attracted 
to the pheromone fragrance released 
by the female. Future “kings” and 
“queens,” they search for a suitable site 
to establish their permanent home. Their 
wings are shed, and they will excavate 
a small chamber and seal the entrance. 
They bond for life and mate periodically, 
building a colony that may take 8 to 10 
years before dispersal of a reproductive 
swarm.
Strangely, termites are unable to 
digest the cellulose of wood directly 
and are dependent upon a symbiotic 
relationship with one-celled animals, 
protozoans, living in their gut. Certain 
species of fungi may also play a part in 
pre-digestion of the wood.
Subterranean and dampwood workers 
do not do well above ground, and may 
build tunnel shelters that look like mud 
tubes if they head beyond their home in 
search of food.
Fascinating creatures these - not 
generally appreciated for their important 
role in nature and their unique societal 
life.
Sylv ia  Pincot t

PICA welcomes new board members 
Leslie McBain, Dean Mills, and Daniel 
Baxter.  See what we are up to   
http://penderconservancy.org/.
Davy Rippner

Pender Island   
Farmers’ Institute
PIFI

Thank You Pender Island

A warm heartfelt Thank You! to our 
wonderful Pender community and 

visitors who helped to make the 2019 
Fall Fair such a big success. A lot of 
work goes into this one-day event. 
There’s a crew of people that work all 
year to bring together all the pieces and 
parts, and an army of people who show 
up to set it all up, host it, and take it all 
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down. We couldn’t do it without all of 
you.
The Farmers’ Institute (PIFI) appreciate 
the support of the Community Hall (aka 
PIRAHA), especially Murray Vasilev 
who made sure the Hall provided the 
perfect venue for the event - a venue that 
keeps getting better every year. Many 
thanks to Andrea and Carrie and the 
young people at the leadership camp who 
helped to create a truly fun and festive 
environment for the Fair, and to the 
community at large for the donations of 
flowers and other decorative materials - 
especially to Shelly Henshaw and Diane 
McBain who came through at the last 
minute to provide fantastic centerpieces 
for the Beer Garden.
The festivities began with the Parade 
to get everyone in the spirit, thanks 
to Jaimie Mclean for organizing and 
all the floats and participants. Jaimie 
adds “I would like to thank everyone 
who participated in the parade. It 
was one thing to organize it, but it’s 
the participants who actually made it 
happen!” 
And thanks to Gary Goodman and the 
parking crew for helping keep the traffic 
moving and getting everyone where 
they need to be.
Donna Kilbey and Wendy MacDonald 
brought their usual charm to the 
registration table on Friday and the 
Information Booth on Saturday and 
helped to coordinate with our new Fall 
Fair Ambassadors.  
Our Master of Ceremonies, Bruce 
McConchie, kept us entertained all day 
with the help of music from Pender 
Young Violins, the Pender Highlanders, 
and the Pender Island Traditional Jazz 
Band who performed during the day 
and the Pender Songwriters Collective 
who provided a fantastic concert in 
the evening. Colin Hamilton provided 
sound for the day and into the evening.
We especially acknowledge and thank 
the conveners of all the sections of the 
Fair, from Flowers, to Livestock, to 
Children’s Art, and to Terry Shepherd 
for taking on the challenge of filling 
Christina McQuarie’s shoes (a tough act 
to follow) for organizing and supporting 
the convenors. It takes a lot of work 
behind the scenes and an eye for detail 

to keep things humming along.
Thanks to Christina McQuarie for 
creating beautiful table covers for the 
First Floor Hall. Not only do they look 
great, they make set up and clean-up so 
much easier. Christina would like to add 
a special thanks to her two wonderful 
helpers, Susan Antifaev and Heather 
Haryu. 
And, of course, we thank the Exhibitors, 
who worked all year on their entries to 
share their talents with the rest of Pender. 
And thanks to the Pender Otter Swim 
Club, who helped present the trophies 
to the winners, and Trinette Prior and 
her husband Neil Wilton who collected, 
polished, calculated points, and arranged 
for engraving of the trophies.
Thanks to our guests of honour - Andy 
Nowak and Mary Reher and their 
incredible example of deep resilience. 
Their commitment to walking the talk 
added a new twist to the parade with a 
fleet of electric cars that showed us all 
what’s already possible.  
Thank you to Jodi Schamberger for her 
tireless work organizing the livestock 
area and to Arthur Kikuchi who set up 
and ran the poultry tent with some help 
from the family. Jodi adds “The livestock 
section is always a great team effort. 
Thanks to Karl Hamson for his time, 
effort, patience, and transportation; the 
Pender Wood Choppers for their set up 
and take down assistance; and to Barb 
Johnstone-Grimmer, Anne Burdett, 
Karl Hamson, and Austin Davies for 
providing their animals for show.”
Thanks to Pieter DeMooy, a world 
class shearer, for showing us how it’s 
done, to Audrey Stibbe for organizing 
demonstrations of different fibre crafts, 
and to Barb Johnstone-Grimmer for 
bringing together all the agricultural 
exhibits.
Leah Davies organized some kids games 
earlier in the day, Lindsay “Hoopster” 
stepped in to help with the children’s 
area, with her bouncy castles, and 
Valentina with some help ran a colourful 
face painting area. The children’s area 
was colourful and always active!
The Food for the Fair was coordinated 
with the help of Sanae Kikuchi and 
Murray Vasilev, and this year featured 
even more options from local vendors, 
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in addition to our “regulars” - the 
Legion, the Pender Island Pirates, 
Pender Island PAC, the Epicentre, El 
Faro, the Happy Camper, the Red Truck, 
and the Kikuchis.
The annual Fall Fair barbecue - one of 
the many highlights of the day - was 
coordinated by Dorothy Murdoch, 
ably assisted by Fred Wiercyski, Aaron 
Grimmer, Craig Miller, Michael Bradley, 
and Isaac Grimmer with support by 
Vanilla Leaf Bakery Cafe and George 
Leroux. It keeps getting better and better 
every year!
Thanks to Barb Pender for taking a 
lead on the Beer Garden and featuring 
our local beverages - Twin Island cider, 
Hoyne Craft Beer (supported by Richard 
Piskor wearing his Hope Bay Hop Farm 
hat), and Sea Star wines to the Beer 
Garden. If we aren’t careful, Pender is 
going to get a reputation for fantastic 
adult beverages.
Thanks to Davy Rippner and Niki 
Roberts from the Recycling Centre - 
our special partners in the Zero Waste 
Initiative – we were able to move closer 
to our goal of a completely Zero Waste 
fair. Each year we do better and look 

forward to what might be possible next 
year.
Thanks to the sponsorship and raffle 
team including Richard Piskor, Kari 
Amies Horbas, and Carol Petek with 
proceeds from the raffle going to 
the Pender Island Farmers’ Institute 
Neptune Navy Grimmer - Ashton Ross 
Smith Bursary. And thank you to those 
with the gambling spirit.
Thank you to all the community groups 
who set up in the “big tent,” and 
spilled out into the area around. We are 
fortunate to have so many groups on the 
island appealing to many interests and 
grateful to have a chance to showcase 
them at the Fair. Thanks also to the Fire 
Department who brought a truck and 
some fun with education for kids.
And thanks to all those who do the 
“behind the scenes” work that keeps 
everything working out front.
Rod Knox, a professional cartographer, 
volunteered countless hours of his time 
and skill to make us maps of the grounds 
and hall to help with the layout. If you 
came for set-up this year, you probably 
noticed how much smoother everything 

went. This was all because of the work 
Rod did throughout the year to leave us 
with an easy-to-follow set up map.
Especially big thank you to Peter 
Hodgson, a relative newcomer to Pender 
and owner of Island Graphics Ltd., 
who printed all our catalogues, posters, 
concert tickets, banners, and schedules 
pro bono! But he also made last minute 
submissions and late-night deliveries 
possible!
Then there are our sponsors: Thank 
you to the businesses and farms who 
contributed cash and in-kind donations 
for the raffle or the beer garden and 
other areas of the fair. The generosity 
of our sponsors allows us to offer the 
Fair by donation so that everyone can 
participate.
Special thanks to Sharon Vasilev who 
fed the set up volunteers; Kathy Cronk 
who stepped in at the last minute to 
help fill a gap; Paul Petrie who fed the 
Judges, Conveners, and volunteers on 
Friday; and Theresa Carle-Sanders and 
Kathy Cronk for the Sunday clean-up 
breakfast. Paul would like to add “a 
special thanks to the Lasagna brigade: 
Monica Petrie, Yuko Petrie, John Allen, 
and Teresa Serenith.”
Rick McMullen of Shaw Cable for 
putting up our banner and to Natasha 
Ilkiw and the crew that sorted, cleaned, 
organized, and stored everything ready 
for next year’s Fair.
And thanks to those of you who just 
show up to help get things done. There 
are some folks we see every year and 
others who we get to meet for the first 
time.
Thank you one and all for making 
2019’s Fall Fair such a success. If you 
are interested in helping to make 2020 
even better, there will be an organizing 
meeting at the Community Hall on 
Thursday, October 10, at 7 pm. We look 
forward to seeing you there.
Don’t forget to support the Winter 
Market every Saturday at the 
Community Hall. The Farmers’ Institute 
is grateful for the continued support of 
the Hall for the market and to Andrea 
Mills in particular for all the work she 
does. The Farmers’ Institute has a table 
at the Winter Market for the Farmers’ 
Market Nutrition Coupon Program so 
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Summer Hours
admin@talismanbooks.ca

In the Gallery...

www.talismanbooks.ca

Did you know?

Great Gifts

We can special 
order

ALMOST
ANY BOOK.

for real

Check out our wide
selection of gifts and toys! 

We offer free 
gift-wrapping 
with purchase!

We’ll be featuring a 
new themed group 
show every month. 
Check our Facebook 

page for updates.

Tues-Sat  10-5
Sun-Mon 11-4

open every day

folks are encouraged to redeem their 
coupons during the month of October. 
And everyone is encouraged to come. 
Easy parking, no line ups, and no 
crowds.
Thanks!
See page 69 for the complete list of the 
Fall Fair trophy winners
Ben Kadel  and  Mat thew Vas i lev, 
for  the  Pender  I s land  Farmers’ 
Ins t i tu te 

Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR

Here is a little good 
news. It may be 

welcome as you wade 
through the many 
promises made to win 

your votes in the current election 
campaign.  The following are promises 
you can actually count on:
Our PIFR members have promised to 
serve with integrity and honour and I 
know that promise is kept because I 
have witnessed that behaviour in the 
182 emergency calls they attended to 
bySeptember 18 this year.
I know they will continue to fulfill that 
promise because of their performance 
in years past. In 2018 our responders 
invested 12,662 hours to train and 
respond to the 310 emergency calls 
they answered.  That is the level of 
commitment our professionally trained 
PIFR firefighters and first responders 
make to provide the level of security we 
enjoy. 
Each year we hold an awards banquet 
to recognize that service.  This year the 
banquet (recognizing the significant 

contribution of our firefighters and first 
responders in 2018) was again held 
at Poets Cove Resort and Spa.  This 
stunning venue makes the evening 
memorable for all.  We can celebrate 
there because of the resort’s exceptional 
support for PIFR.  Our sincere thanks to 
Poets Cove for sponsoring our banquet 
again this year. 
It is a great honour to recognize our 
exceptional members and their service 
milestones.
Top of the list this year was Adrian 
Hanson who received the 30-year 
Exemplary Service Medal bar.  This 
medal recognizes dedication to 
preserving public safety through long 
and outstanding service.  The medal was 
created in 1985 to honour members of 
a recognized Canadian fire service who 
have completed 20 years of service, 
10 years of which have been served in 
the performance of duties involving 
potential risks.  A silver bar may be 
added to the medal every 10 years to 
recognize continued exemplary service.  
Adrian has demonstrated leadership, 
passion and dedication for three decades 
and was awarded his Governor General’s 
30-year bar at the ceremony for his 
exemplary service. Congratulations A/C 
Hanson! 
Julie Grey reached the 10-year service 
milestone this year. Five-year awards 
were presented to Scott Elliott, Greg 
Lucas, and Daisy teHennepe.  Three 
year awards went to Todd Bulled, 
Adam Ferguson, Jesse Hunt, and Kalani 
Sciascia.  Devan Hanson completed 
her first year at PIFR following in the 
tradition of her dad.
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The fire fit challenge is a measure 
of our responders’ fitness levels.  Fit 
firefighters serve you better and avoid 
preventable medical emergencies.  This 
category can get pretty competitive.  
The standard is to complete the course 
and maintain acceptable vitals within 
five minutes.  This year the low time 
went to Todd Bulled at 1:37:27. The best 
women’s time went to Devan Hanson at 
2:08:00.
Todd also won the Chief’s Award for the 
greatest overall contribution to training 
and special events.  Todd also was 
recognized as Responder of the Year for 
demonstrating excellence in attitude, 
mentorship, compassion, knowledge, 
and a commitment to encourage our 
members to be the best they can be.
By the time this article is published 
the fire signs should say “Permits Are 
Required.”  Please watch your smoke, 
be respectful of neighbours and follow 
the regulations in your permits. Current 
burning regulations are posted on www.
penderfire.org.
Please remember it is the law to have 
working smoke alarms in all buildings 
with sleeping accommodations.  This 
law is designed to keep you and your 
loved ones safe so please check your 
alarms regularly.
Until next month, stay safe and be 
careful out there folks.
Charl ie  Boyte ,  F ire  Chie f

Pender Island Food Bank

Our clients are very quick to thank 
us for the assistance they receive 

at the Food Bank and we are just as 
quick to tell them that it is the Pender 
Island community that provides 
everything.  Here are the community 
members to be thanked this month:  
Michelle Bellemare for the timely gift 
of school bags and school supplies, 
the ‘Woodchoppers’ who supplied and 
stacked wood for two families, Dr. 
Dena Bloomenthal who gathered many 
tins of high-protein foods at her annual 
gathering of multiple birth families, 
the family of Eleanor Brownlee for the 
donation of food, Jeremy and Donna 
Harwood who regularly donate cereals, 
Bruce Waygood for donations of apples, 
Raven Rock for their weekly donation 

of fresh vegetables and fruits and the 
Pender Island Legion, which donated 
$1,000 plus several boxes of tinned 
foods.  It is groups and individuals such 
as these that make Pender Island a great 
place to live.
And we have a request.   As you know, 
Susan Morton and Joyce Steeves make 
jam for us throughout the year and we 
are short of fruit this year.  If anyone has 
extra berries, plums or any other food 
that could be turned into jam please 
bring it to the Food Bank and we will 
keep it in our freezers to be made into 
jam later in the year.
If you know of a Pender resident or 
family in need of our help please direct 
them to the Food Bank, which is open 
every Wednesday morning from 9 - 11 
am at the back of the Anglican Parish 
Hall.
Shir ley  Ar thur  

Pender Island   
Health Care Society

How did September get here so 
quickly?  This summer at the Health 

Clinic, was a busy one for all involved.  
As you may have noticed, we are 
continuing to address needed repairs, so 
over the summer local contractors kindly 
included us in their busy schedules.  
The front entrance now has a smooth, 
level surface; windows that had broken 
seals or panes have been replaced; solar 
panels have been connected to the grid 
and are collecting useful data (and 
energy); and landscapers continue to try 
to keep ahead of the persistent growth 
of plants (and weeds).  This fall will 
see the installation of handrails at the 
main entrance, and an antiquated and 
malfunctioning phone system will get 
replaced.  Whew!  This year, especially, 
donations are critical in helping us 
balance at year end.
Island Health had explored developing 
additional offices at the clinic, but mid 
September found that it just would not 
be feasible.  This unfortunately disrupted 
our fall schedules in the meeting space, 
but it is now available again for use.
September was our AGM, and the Board 
of Directors are in place for a new term.  
Our President, Tom Caston, resigned 
from the Board.  He has been a strong 

leader with enthusiasm for the future 
possibilities for the Health Center.  
Our sincere thanks to him for the time, 
energy, and commitment with which he 
took on his roles within the Board, since 
joining in October 2015.
We welcomed a new community 
member to our board, Carmel Kozak, 
and are thankful she has chosen to 
share her skills with us.  All other board 
members have chosen to renew or 
continue their term.  My sincere thanks 
to them for doing so! 
Our annual fall newsletter should be in 
your mailboxes by the end of October 
and will have important details in it for 
your kind consideration.  Additional 
copies, of course, will be at the clinic.
I remain so thankful for the team who 
are part of the services offered under 
our umbrella.  The staff, volunteers, 
and tenants work with such skill and 
passion. 
So, Happy Fall!  Don’t forget about 
the Flu shot clinic, being held at the 
Community Hall on November 20 from 
10 am - 2 pm). 
Marion Alksne, Executive Director

Communication Techniques for 
Stronger Personal Relationships 

Free workshop

Communication in personal relationships 
is much more than hearing and talking.  
It’s also about learning to truly listen 
to your loved ones and to express 
yourself in ways that reduce conflict 
and increase harmony and closeness.  
A two-part workshop exploring skills 
and techniques for communicating in 
personal relationships will be offered 
at the Pender Islands Health Centre 
October 16 and 23 from 7 to 8:30 pm. 
There is no charge, but please register 
by October 11 by calling Ulla at 250-
539-0325. If you cannot make an 
evening workshop, please call and if we 
get enough interest, we will offer a day-
time course as well.
El izabeth  Mi les

Community Support Programs

Volunteering is so pervasive it’s invisible. 
We take for granted all the things that 
have been pioneered by concerned, 
active volunteers. ~ Susan J. Ellis
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Maintain Your Independence 
Programs

Tuesdays October 29 - December 17 at 
the Community Hall
9:45 am Moderate Yoga with Ella
11:15 am Gentle Chair Yoga with Ella
12:30 pm Moderate Yoga for Men with 
Les
Thursdays October 31 - December 19 at 
the Community Hall
9:45 am Moderate Exercise Essentrics 
with Heather
Drop-in for $7 per class or preregister for 
all 8 classes for $40.  Restore movement 
in your joints, increase strength and 
flexibility in your muscles, and help 
relieve pain.  This is a slow to medium 
paced full body workout.  Participants 
will need to bring an exercise mat and 
small towel; the class is done barefoot.
11:15 am Intermediate Exercise - 
Mindful Movement with Sandra
This class is run by donation (pay what 
you can).  This Mindful Movement 
class includes strength work with 
weights.  We will move in ways to 
gently lubricate our joints and find joy 
in that movement.  We will also focus 
on balance and stretch and always finish 
with a relaxing meditation.  Bring a 
mat if you have one but it’s fine to do 
all movements in chair or standing or in 
between.  These classes are suitable for 
all ability levels.  To register email  
andrea@penderislandhealth.ca or call 
629-3346 and leave a message.  The 
$40 preregistration deadline is October 
24 at 1 pm.  After this the cost will be 
$45 for the full session or $7 to drop 
in.  If the cost poses a hardship, contact 
Community Support for assistance; 
many thanks to the CRD/Pender Parks 
and Recreation Commission for its 
financial support of the MYI programs.
Take A Break!

Thursday, October 17, Take A Break will 
be getting together to make Halloween 
Crafts.  For more information about this 
or to register for this or one of our many 
other outings and activities, please email 
or leave a message for Andrea. Many 
thanks to the Pender Island Lions Club 
for their financial support of the Take A 
Break program.

Caregivers Support

Having a life-limiting diagnosis, or 
supporting someone with a life-limiting 
condition, can be incredibly demanding.  
People in this situation experience a 
variety of feelings and the demands 
that can make it difficult to maintain 
self-care, stay in touch with friends 
and family, and can lead to loneliness, 
isolation, and depression.  If you are 
a caregiver or have a friend or loved 
one who is beginning to need extra 
assistance, please contact the facilitator, 
Christine at 778-928-0307 or email 
pendercare@gmail.com.  You can meet 
or talk one-on-one or be part of group 
meetings of your peers.
Health Centre Food Programs

55+ Luncheon

A delicious lunch and great 
companionship at the Anglican Parish 
Hall every Wednesday at noon; if you 
are new to this group please call Nora 
at 629-3845 to ensure space.  Cost is 
$10; if the cost poses a hardship, contact 
Community Support for assistance.
Friday Community Gathering 
Soup Lunch

The Community Gathering is a casual 
drop in lunch for all ages. 10:30 am - 
1 pm, stop in for the café, live music, 
soup lunch, and weekly activities almost 
every Friday at the Community Hall.  
Come visit beforehand at the café or 
drop into one of the activities.  Lunch 
is pay-what-you-can, but the suggested 
donation is $5.  Soup to go is $7 a bag 
for a generous portion.
Meals on Wheels (MOW) or Fro-
zen Meal Pickup

Hot meals delivered to you every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday.  Criteria apply 
to qualify for Meals on Wheels.  Don’t 
qualify or feel you need delivery?  Pick 
up frozen meals from our MOW provider 
at Medicine Beach Market.
Chronic Pain Self Management 
Program

Introductory Presentation: Saturday, 
October 19, 2 pm, Workshops: 
Saturdays, November 2 - December 
7, 1 - 3:30 pm. Both at Health Centre 
Meeting Room. See Chronic Pain 
Self Management Program in Special 
Notices.

Volunteers Needed

Volunteer Drivers -   
always needed

This is a great opportunity for people 
who love to drive, chat a bit, and go off-
island once in a while.  As a volunteer 
you will receive emails or phone calls 
about upcoming trips.  If you are 
available, you’ll be matched up with 
the person needing a ride. Drivers can 
receive a Charitable Tax Receipt for 
their mileage and either a Charitable Tax 
Receipt or a set amount of money for 
snack or meal reimbursements.  Email 
communitysupport@shaw.ca
Volunteer Friendly Visitors

This is a great opportunity for people 
who would like to build a relationship 
with an interesting elder.  Friendly 
Visitors are matched with an elder senior 
who is isolated or mainly home bound, 
visit them at their home, chat over a cup 
of tea, watch a movie together, play a 
game, or go out together.  You never 
know, perhaps you will find the friend 
or mentor you never knew you needed!  
Email communitysupport@shaw.ca.
Community Lunch Volunteers

If you are interested in being a kitchen 
helper or an occasional soup creator, 
please email community_gathering@
outlook.com. Kathy can also be 
reached in person at many of the Friday 
Community Gatherings.
Activity Leaders

Would you like to get out and share your 
skills and passion? We are looking for 
volunteers who are interested in helping 
with such activities as Men’s Shed 
Coordinator, Craft Leader, Carving 
Leader, Walking Group Leader, and other 
activities.  What excites you? Let’s talk!  
Email andrea@penderislandhealth.ca.
Act of Kindness

“I never ‘had time’ to volunteer, as it 
would take away from what I really 
wanted to do.  Between work, study, and 
having an active social life my time just 
wasn’t negotiable and I felt like I hardly 
had time for myself.  Years passed and 
I was in a cycle of doing what I felt 
like was more than most.  I gave spare 
change to the homeless and supported 
my friends and their dreams; I felt 
good.  At a point something changed.  
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fAith bulletin

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road
October 6  10:00 am  St. Peter’s Morning Prayer 
October 13 10:00 am  St. Peter’s Holy Eucharist Thanksgiving
October 20 10:00 am  St. Peter’s Holy Eucharist 
October 25 6:30 pm   St. Peter’s Organ Recital by Tristan Rhodes
October 27 10:00 am   St. Peter’s Circle Holy Eucharist
Ellen Willingham, 629-6700 Bookings for the Parish Hall: 
Church Office: 629-3634 - Parish e-mail: stpeterstchristopher@gmail.com stpeterstchristopher@gmail.com

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome!
October 6 10:00 am George Hodgson Communion Service 
October 6 2:00 pm Hymn Sing All welcome!
October 13 10:00 am John Wilton Worship Service
October 20 10:45 am Garth Klassen Worship Service
October 27 10:45 am Hugh Mawby Worship Service
• Thought for the month: Romans Chapter 1 verse 16
• If you have any questions or requests, please contact Helen Allison, 629-3527

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services 
4705 Buccaneers Road
October 6 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with lay presider
October 13 4:00 pm  Mass with Father Scott
October 20 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with lay presider
October 27     4:00 pm  Mass with Father Marc Parent
• For more information, contact Mary Adele Mulligan, 629-3141 or Michael Doyle, 629-3862 - email stteresachapel@gmail.com

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)

Saturdays this month, 7:00 pm, Devotional Gathering
October 15 7:00 pm Feast of Knowledge
October 29   Bicentenary of the Birth of the Báb (https://bicentenary.bahai.org/the-bab/)
• For the location of the feast on Pender Island, please contact Andrea Cribb (629-9945) or Bev Peden (250-412-2524).   
• From the writings of the Bahá’í Faith:
Arts, crafts and sciences uplift the world of being, and are conducive to its exaltation. Knowledge is as wings to man’s life, and a 
ladder for his ascent. Its acquisition is incumbent upon everyone. ~ Bahá’u’lláh

The Church at Hope Bay
Meets at the Hope Bay Bible Camp,  4302 Bedwell Harbour Road (Entrance on Hooson Road)

• Sundays at 10:30 am: Worship Service. Potluck Meal to follow on first and third Sundays.
• We are a diverse group of people who meet regularly to worship Christ and to encourage each other. Our family-friendly 

service includes contemporary music, sharing, teaching, and praying together.  Our potlucks (twice monthly) bring us together 
for fellowship, food, and friendship. All are welcome!
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DireCtory

Health Services
Medical Emergency ........................................... 911
Medical Clinic ...........................................629-3233

Dr. Gerry Moore, Dr. Robyn Wiens, Dr. Bruce Rebner
Nurse Practitioner - Tracey Adams

Monday to Friday, 9 am - 12 pm and 2 - 5 pm
Please do not call clinic staff at home. If your circumstance is 
genuinely of an urgent nature that will not wait until the clinic 
reopens, call 1-800-866-5602 and ask for the “Doctor on-call 
for Pender Island.”  Your call will be returned.
Alcohol and Drug Counsellor, John McNally, 250-538-4849 
Audiologist, Donna Stewart ................. 778-426-4876
Chiropractor, Mark Wensley ...................... 629-9918
Community Support, Andrea Mills ............ 629-3346 
Crisis and Mental Health Counsellors
 Kim Brown ...................................... 250-539-0024
 Elizabeth Miles ................................ 250-539-0905
 Ulla Rembe ...................................... 250-539-0325
Family Advancement Counsellor
 Kirsty Chalmers ............................... 250-222-0025
Dentist, Dr, Gary Sacher ............................ 629-6815
Jin Shin Do Acupressure, Mike Kenyon  250-213-3649
Lab Services, Sonya Fulawka ..................... 629-3233
Optometrist, Dr. David Schaafsma ............. 629-3233
Naturopath, Dr. Andrea Gansner ...............  604-544-7656 
Pender Island Community Nurses ............. 629-3242 
  Carolyn Cartwright-Owers and Miranda Mawhinney
Pharmacist, Christine Swan ........................ 629-6555
Public Health Nurse, Immunization, Prenatal Education
 Lois Woolley ................. 250-544-2400 or 539-3099 
Reg. Massage Therapist, Karen Mani Lang .. 629-6639 
Reg. Massage Therapist, Tru Hartwood ... 250-889-3923
Traditional Chinese Medicine ..................................                        
 Dr. Trevor Erikson ............................ 778-886-1180

Home-based Licensed Health Professionals
Reg. Physiotherapist, Mieke Truijen ..........629-9910

24 Hour Crisis Help Lines
Healthlink BC ............................................ Dial 811

Nurses 24/7, Pharmacists 5 - 8 pm, Dieticians  9 am - 5 pm
Island Women Against Violence (IWAV)

Crisis support/transition................. 1-877-435-7544
Stopping the Violence Counselling .... 250-538-5568
Women’s Outreach Counsellor ........ 1-888-537-0717

Kids’ Help Phone ............................ 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Distress Line

Support/Information ................................310-6789
Suicide Prevention Helpline ........... 1-800-784-2433
Vancouver Island Crisis Line.......... 1-888-494-3888
Victim Link ................................... 1-800-563-0808 

Community Support Numbers 
Capital Regional District (CRD) 

Director SGI, David Howe ................ 250-216-5618 
Building Inspector ...................................629-3424
SGI Harbours, Ben Mabberley ...benmabb@telus.net 
Bylaw/Animal Control complaints  . 1-800-665-7899  
Magic Lake Water & Sewer General . 1-800-663-4425
Magic Lake Water & Sewer Emergencies 1-855-822-4426

Emergency Hydro  .......................... 1-888-769-3766
Fire Rescue (Emergencies) .................................. 911

Duty Officer is available 24/7....... 1-250-478-7770
Non-Emergency Contact Information .................  
Hall #1 and Administration ......................629-3321
Hall #2....................................................629-3325
Hall #3....................................................629-3400
Fax .........................................................629-6194
Fire Chief .............................. Cell 1-250-537-0166
Burning Permits, Fire Hall 1, 4423 Bedwell Harbour Rd 
Online at ................................... www.penderfire.ca

Hall/Meeting Room Bookings
Anglican Parish Hall  .. stpeterstchristopher@gmail.com
School Community Room ........................629-3711
Health Care Centre ..................................629-3326
Legion Hall .................bookings239.rcl@gmail.com
Pender Island Community Hall .................629-3669
Plum Tree Court ...............plumtreecourt@gmail.com

Home Support Services
Ask for the home support program .. 1-888-993-2299 

Islands Trust: Victoria  ................... 1-800-663-7867
NP, Deb Morrison ..... dmorrison@islandstrust.bc.ca
NP, Ben McConchie . bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Steve Wright .......... stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Cameron Thorn .........cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca

Member of Parliament
Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May….1-800-667-9188

Ministry for Children and Families.... 250-952-6062
Toll free ........................................ 1-866-823-5857
Help Line for Children anywhere in BC  ...310-1234

Pender Island Emergency Program
Emergency Coordinator - Pat Haugh .........629-9991
ESS - Barbara Tarris ................................629-3052

Pender Island Public Cemetery  ....................629-3727
Pender Island Veterinary Clinic  ...............629-9909
Poison Control Centre ..................... 1-800-567-8911
RCMP, Outer Gulf Islands (non-emergency) .. 629-6171
 Crimestoppers .................. 1-800-665-TIPS (8477)
 Victim Services ......................................629-6531
Rescue

Marine & Aircraft distress ............. 1-800-567-5111
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC)

Search and Rescue (Land) Emergency  ............. 911
School Trustee, Greg Lucas ............ glucas@sd64.org
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1 Tue 10:00 am Recycling Depot, Winter Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 10 am - 3 pm* ................................. 45
  3:00 pm Taoist Tai Chi for biginners to 5 pm, Community Hall ......................................................................... 5, 41
  7:30 pm Badminton meets every Tuesday, 7:30 - 10 pm, School Gym, Peter Taylor, 629-3375*
2 Wed 9:00 am HOP runs until 10:15 am, (also on October 9, 16, 23, 30), School Gym ................................................... 28
  9:00 am Food Bank open Wednesdays to 11 am, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall* .................................. 34
  10:00 am Women’s walking group meets on Wednesdays, Slow Coast Coffee
  10:00 am Wednesday Walking Group to 12 pm, Community Hall*
  1:30 pm Carpet Bowling to 3:30 pm every Wednesday, Community Hall* ............................................................ 45
  2:00 pm Socrates Cafe meets every Wednesday to 4 pm, Legion* .......................................................................... 47 
  4:00 pm Ukulele Strum-A-Long to 5 pm, Hope Bay Studio. All ages and abilities welcome. $5 drop in* ............. 20            
3 Thu 10:00 am Recycling Depot, Winter Hours: Thursday, Saturday, and Tuesday, 10 am - 3 pm* ................................. 45
  5:30 pm Legion Meat Draw, every Thursday and Euchre at 4 pm, Legion* ..................................................... 47, 70
4 Fri 10:00 am Nu-To-Yu open on Friday and Saturday until 4 pm* ................................................................................. 30
  10:00 am Community Café to 1:30 pm, Community Hall* ....................................................................................... 41
  10:00 am Makers Meetup, Community Hall........................................................................................................ 41, 45
  11:00 am Repair, Tech, and Health Tables every Friday, Community Hall* ............................................................. 41
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by The Frequency Holders, Community Hall .................... 20, 41
  5:30 pm PI Soccer Club meets every Friday, all welcome, 14 years plus, free, School Field or Gym*
  6:00 pm Legion Octoberfest, Bratwurst, Sauerkraut, German Potato Salad, Apple Strudel, Legion Hall ........ 47, 70
  7:30 pm Kracken Theatre presents Yesterday, see ad for October listings, Bistro Port Browning ............................ 7
5 Sat 9:00 am Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast runs until 11 am, Dragonfly Centre ........................................................... 29 
  10:00 am Community Café to 1:30, Community Hall*
  10:00 am PIRAHA Winter Market to 1:30 pm, Community Hall* ........................................................................... 45
  10:00 am Recycling Depot, Winter Hours: Saturday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 10 am - 3 pm* ................................. 45
  11:00 am Fall Crawl Studio Tour to 4 pm. Brochures and maps at Talisman, Hope Bay, Slow Coast ............... 19, 72
  12:00 pm School Bottle Drive to 4 pm, School ..........................................................................................................11
  1:15 pm Moving Around Pender meeting, Community Hall
  4:00 pm Legion Meat Draw, every Saturday, Legion Hall* .............................................................................. 47, 70
  7:00 pm SPHS presents Musical Coffee House, Church of the Good Shepherd...................................................... 49
6 Sun 8:30 am Pender Pacers run every Sunday, call Herb for details, 629-3205*
  10:00 am Badminton meets every Sunday, 10 am - 12 pm, School*
  11:00 am Fall Crawl Studio Tour to 4 pm, brochures and maps at Talisman, Hope Bay, Slow Coast ................ 19, 72
  1:00 pm Museum open Saturdays, Sundays, and holiday Mondays to 4 pm until Thanksgiving Day .................... 42
  7:00 pm Speakeasy, Legion
  7:30 pm Concert Society presents the Marc Atkinson Trio with special guest, Cameron Wilson, School .............. 16
7 Mon 9:00 am Parents and Babes runs until 11:30 am, (also on October 21, 28), Dragonfly Centre ............................... 28
  9:25 am Walking Group meets every Monday and Friday, St. Peter’s, call Carol for details, 629-9959*
  1:00 pm Art Society presents Leaf Portraits with Sarah Gayle to 4 pm, Anglican Parish Hall .............................. 15
  7:00 pm Pender Photo Club meets, School Community Room ............................................................................... 18
10 Thu 1:00 pm Garden Club presents Brian Crumbelhulme on Gardening In A Forest, Anglican Parish Hall ................. 50
  2:00 pm Caregivers Support Group, email pendercare@gmail.com for details ...................................................... 21
  5:00 pm Registration Deadline for Music Theory. Starts Oct. 19. $60 for six week session ................................... 20
  7:00 pm Fall Fair 2020 Planning Meeting, all those interested are welcome, Community Hall ............................. 32
11 Fri 10:00 am First Aid Fridays - every second Friday to 11 am, Community Hall* ........................................... 21, 41, 45
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by Dobro Bob and Elizabeth, Community Hall ................. 20, 41
  6:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Lasagna (meat or veggie), Caesar salad, Garlic bread, Tiramisu .......... 47, 70
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CAlenDAr ContinueD

*indicates an event or activity which is scheduled weekly or for more than one day

12 Sat 11:00 am Lego Club for Kids at the Library, free drop-in, 11 am to noon ................................................................ 44
  5:00 pm Washed Up Film Screenign to 7 pm. Hope Bay Studio. Discussion with filmmaker to follow film ......... 20
15 Tue 7:00 pm BINGO at the Legion, Legion Hall ...................................................................................................... 45, 70
16 Wed 9:15 am Pender Island Quilters’ Circle meets, Anglican Parish Hall ...................................................................... 18
  9:30 am Field Naturalists walk at Brooks Point, meet at the main park entrance ................................................... 50
  4:00 pm Pender Island Truth and Reconciliation Circle meet, Anglican Parish Hall ...........................54
  7:00 pm Communication Techniques to 8:30 pm, free two-part workshop, part two October 23, Health Centre ... 34
17 Thu 12:30 pm 55+ Take a Break Halloween Crafts, email andrea@penderislandhealth.ca to RSVP ............................. 35
  5:00 pm Registration deadline for Down By The Bay. Starts Oct. 26. $60/child or $100 for siblings..................... 20
18 Fri 9:00 am Pender Island Parks and Recreation meeting to 12 pm, open to the public, Plum Tree Court .................. 43
  10:00 am Pender Post Directors meet, Community Hall upstairs
  10:30 am Ping Pong, Community Hall ................................................................................................................ 41, 45
  10:45 am Handy Skills Workshop - third Friday of each month to 11:45 am, Community Hall............................... 41
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by Deer and Coyote, Community Hall .............................. 20, 41
  6:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Craig Goldsmith, Honey Garlic Chicken, Basmati Rice, Broccoli ....... 47, 70
  7:00 pm Field Naturalists present Gregory Franklin illustrated talk, Photographing Bears, Community Hall . 41, 50
19 Sat  Scrapbooking resumes, also Sunday, $20 per day, contact Melody Pender, Legion Hall ......................... 47
  10:00 am Music Theory begins with Sabrina Werbowski to 11am. Hope Bay Studio. $60 for session .................... 20
  10:00 am Southern Gulf Islands Tourism Partnership meeting, School Gym ............................................................. 7
  2:00 pm Free Intro Talk about Self Management, Health Centre, Register early, Mani 629-6639 ..................... 6, 35
  2:00 pm Magic Lake Property Owners’ Society AGM, Anglicn Parish Hall ........................................................... 27
  7:30 pm Film, Rocketman, Community Hall ..................................................................................................... 41, 44
20 Sun 2:00 pm Sunday Afternoon at the Library: Kelly Irving 20-year retrospective ....................................................... 44
21 Mon 1:00 pm Art Society presents Watercolour Galaxy with Brenda Sledzinski to 4 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ........... 15
  5:00 pm Nobody’s Perfect Parenting Course to 7 pm, (Oct. 28, Nov. 4, 18, 25, Dec. 2), Dragonfly Centre ........... 29
  6:30 pm PAC Meeting, School Library .................................................................................................................... 46
23 Wed 1:00 pm SGICRC Newcomers and Friends, Museum & Roesland, Community Hall ............................................ 48 
24 Thu 1:00 pm Pre-registration deadline - Maintain Your Independence Exercise Programs ............................................ 35
25 Fri 10:45 am Talk Table: Volunteerism, Community Hall ......................................................................................... 41, 45
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by Judy Burke, Community Hall ........................................ 20, 41
  1:45 pm SGICRC 2nd Annual Pender Island Volunteer Fair to 4:30 pm, Community Hall ......................... 41, 45, 48
  6:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Tom & Ken’s Steak, Mushrooms & Onions, Baker, Coleslaw ............. 47, 70
  6:30 pm Organ Recital by Tristan Rhodes - donations for Tristan accepted, St, Peter’s ........................................... 8
26 Sat 10:00 am Legion General Meeting, Legion Hall ....................................................................................................... 70
  11:00 am Down by the Bay with Ben McConchie & Janet Willingham begins to 12 pm. Hope Bay Studio ............ 20
  7:00 pm SPHS presents Tim Johnson Quartet, Church of the Good Shepherd ....................................................... 49
   Power and Sail Squadron VHF Radio course ............................................................................................ 49
29 Tue 9:45 am MYI: Moderate Yoga with Ella to 10:45 am, Community Hall* ......................................................... 35, 41
  11:15 am MYI: Gentle Chair Yoga with Ella to 12:15 pm, Community Hall* ................................................... 35, 41
  12:30 pm MYI: Moderate Yoga for Men with Les to 1:30 pm, Community Hall* ............................................. 35, 41
31 Thu 9:45 am MYI: Moderate Exercise Essentrics to 10:45 am, Community Hall* ................................................. 35, 41
  11:15 am Mindful Movement (by donation) to 12 pm ........................................................................................ 35, 41
  7:00 pm Halloween at the Hall, Community Hall ................................................................................................ 4, 45

ADvAnCe notiCeS for november

2  Sat 1:00 pm  Free 6-week Chronic Pain Workshop to 3:30, Health Centre, Register early Mani 629-6639 .................... 6
5 Tue 7:10 am Field Naturalists birding field trip to the Lower Mainland, depart on the 7:10 am ferry........................... 50
6 Wed  Screening Mammography Mobile Van to Nov. 8.  Call 1-800-663-9203 to book appointment .................. 6
8 Fri 7:00 pm Solstice Theatre presents God of Carnage, also November 8, and Sunday matinee at 2 pm ................ 2, 19
14 Thu  Concert Society presents the Rolston String Quartet, School.................................................................... 16
20 Wed 10:00 am Free eligible local Flu Clinic .................................................................................................................. 7, 34
23 Fri  Art Society’s Le Petit Salon show and November 24, Community Hall ............................................. 14, 74
   Magic Lake Water and Sewer Committee referendum on the sewer system ............................................. 27
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Community ACtivitieS AnD ContACtS

Al-Anon Family Group .........................................................................Monday, Pender Island Community Church, 250-383-4020
Alcoholics Anonymous ....................... Monday 12 pm and Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday, 7:30 pm, Plum Tree Court, 629-3205
Art Society .....Usually the first and third Monday of the month, Anglican Parish Hall, 1-4 pm, Brenda Sledzinski, 778-677-0175
Badminton .......................................................... Tuesday 8 - 10 pm, Sunday, 10 am - 12 pm, School gym, Peter Taylor, 629-3375 
Bridge ....................................................................................................Contact Gail Jamieson, 629-6228 or May Ready, 629-3316
Canadian Power & Sail, Pender Island Squadron .........................................................................................David Kirsop, 629 6846
Chamber of Commerce .................................................................................................................................................250-999-6371
Community Choir .............................................................................................................................Graham Garlick, 250-222-8733
Community Support/Volunteer Program ......................................................................................................Andrea Mills, 629-3346
Conservancy Association ............................................................................................................................ Graham Boffey, 629-099
Epicentre ................... Daily for members, workshops, and activities for members and non-members, Tina Christensen, 629-3045
Farmers’ Institute ...................................................................................................................................Barbara Grimmer, 629-3819
Farmland Acquisition Project ..................................................................................................... Matilda te Hennepe, 250-537-7707
Field Naturalists ............................................................................................................................................ Bob Vergette, 629-3820
Food Bank .........................Every Wednesday from 9 to 11 am, upstairs of the Anglican Parish Hall, Barb MacPherson, 629-6052
Garden Club ................................................... Second Thursday of the month, 1 pm, Parish Hall, Leeanne Mueller, 778-977-6937
Health Care Society ....................Third Monday of the month, 10 am Health Care Meeting Room, Marion Alksne, 250-222-0457 
Legion ..................................................................................................................................................................................629-3441
Library .........................................................................Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm, 629-3722
Lions Club ........................................................................................... First Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, Dave Dryer, 629-6012
Lunch Bunch (Newcomers’ Graduates) .......................................................................................................... Val Butcher, 629-6621
Magic Lake Property Owners’ Society ........................Second Monday of the month, 4 pm, School, Kathy Gilbert, 250-539-0772
Motor Club .........................................................................Last Wednesday of the month, Duncan Batty, penderis.mc@gmail.com
Moving Around Pender ........................................ First Saturday of the month, 1:15 pm, Community Hall, Niall Parker, 629-6936
Museum Society ..................................................................................................................................Simone Marler, 250-217-0823
Nu-To-Yu ..................................................................................................................................... Friday and Saturday 10 am - 4 pm
Otters Swim Club ................................................President Helen Lemon-Moore, penderottersswimclub@gmail.com or 629-2020
Parent Advisory Council ............................................................................................................................Jenn Kaila, 250-885-1719
Parks and Recreation Commission ...................................Third Friday of the month, 9 am, Plum Tree Court, Tom Bell, 629-3160
Pender Highlanders Pipeband .........................Monday, 6:30 pm beginners, 7 pm band, Anglican Hall, Larry Dempster, 629-6218
Pender Island Trust Protection Society ...............................................................................................Peter Easthope, 360-639-0202
Pender Pacers Running Group .................................................. Meets every Sunday, call for place and time, Herb Katz, 629-3205 
Pender Photo Club .............................................................................. Second Monday of the month, Hans Tammemagi, 629-2029
Pender Solstice Theatre Society .............................................................................................................. Keith Smith, 250-891-5267 
PIJazz - Community Jazz Band .................................................................................rehearsals Tuesday, School, 6:30 pm, 629-938
Ptarmigan Arts .......................................................................................................................................................... 1-866-859-0634
Quilters’ Circle ........................................Second Monday of the month, 9:30 am, Anglican Parish Hall, Cindy Hultsch, 629-6091
Recreation and Agricultural Hall Association (PIRAHA) ...................... Board meets every second month, see calendar, 629-3669
Recycling Depot ......................................................................Winter Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 10-3 pm, 629-6962
Soccer Club ...................................................................... Fridays 5:30 pm, soccer at school field/gym. All welcome, 14 yrs+, free
Tai Chi ...................................................................... Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays: contact Ken, 629-8332 or Kali, 629-3848
Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue - RCM-SAR Station 20 ............................................ Elizabeth Wilkes, 250-538-8083 
Volleyball, Adult Recreational ..........................................................................................................7:30 pm every Monday, School 
Walking Group “Let’s Go Walking” ....................... Meets every Monday and Friday, 9:25 am, St. Peter’s, Carol Davis, 629-9959 
Yacht Club .......................................................................................................................................................Tom Caston, 629-6477
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B & B

By the Sea
Bed & BBQ Grill
South Pender Island, BC

Judith Allen

250-665-4900
480-510-0993 (cell)

JoyalenBouviers@hotmail.com

www.joyalenbouviers.com/
BBPenderIsland/BBPender.html

I’m not sure what it was, but it changed 
and I became different.  I was so tired 
of constantly seeing social media posts 
about people in need and the lack of 
sensitivity coming from my peers.  It 
seemed as if all anyone was doing, 
including myself, was hitting the share 
button, like no one was actually doing 
anything to make a real difference.  So, I 
decided to look within myself to become 
more aware of what was important to 
me, and what made me happy.  It’s funny 
how the universe places opportunities in 
your path when you commit to a new 
way of thinking.  One day I came across 
Meals On Wheels. Their mission spoke 
volumes to me. MOW is committed 
to nourishing and enriching the 
independent lives of the homebound and 
seniors.  The organization provides hope, 
support, companionship, care, patience, 
and love to our communities’ elderly 
and homebound.  Did you know 1 in 
every 6 seniors experience hunger, and 
1 in 5 experience loneliness?  For many 
recipients, the visit from a volunteer 
is the only human contact they’ll 
experience in a day.  Once I learned 
this, I knew I wanted to get involved.  
I delivered my first MOW route, about 

a year ago, and had an absolute blast!  
Everyone I came into contact with 
that day was so grateful for the special 
delivery.  It felt amazing to see the smiles 
that greeted me as I approached each 
door.  When I first began volunteering 
with MOW, I thought because I worked 
two jobs that MOW would be my only 
volunteer option; however, that is not 
the case! There are numerous volunteer 
opportunities that fit all schedules and 
offer many ways to donate your time 
and talents.  I challenge you to help our 
neighbors however you can.  Humble 
yourself and open your heart to others 
who could use a helping hand right 
here.”
Andrea  Mi l l s ,  Heal th  Centre 
Communi ty  Suppor t  Programs

Pender Island   
Museum Society

In early September, 
I read a booklet 

called The Gulf 
Islanders: Sound 

Heritage featuring excerpts from oral 
history interviews with island pioneers 
in the mid-1960s. (The Library has a 
copy.)
Also in early September, I noticed a 
new Facebook group called the “Gulf 
Islands Remarkable Tree and Garden 
Inventory.”  Its purpose is to identify 
heritage planted trees and gardens, and 
make note of significant old growth 
trees on the Gulf Islands. Kudos to John 
Mackenzie for this effort. A man of 
many interests, John has served as chair 
and member of the museum board for 
many years.

Early settlers certainly had an ambivalent 
relationship with trees.
One interviewee said her father “did 
a tremendous amount of clearing [on 
Samuel Island]. He described it as really 
backbreaking and killing, but there was 
a satisfaction in it in all the different 
rhythm there is to it - and then blowing 
up the stumps and burning them.”
She described how “One end of Samuel 
Island was heavily timbered and there 
was a glorious stand of cedar which 
would have brought in Dad all kinds of 
money, but he loved the trees far too much 
to have them taken down or logged off. 
Of course, as soon as the land was sold, 
the first thing was that someone went in 
and made a fortune with the lumber. But 
he’d rather see them standing there and 
looking beautiful than make money out 
of them.”
Likewise, the Roe family bought 600 
acres on Otter Bay in 1906, clearing 30 
acres for farming. Looking back at that 
time, Bert Roe didn’t mince words when 
he said, “If you read the Gulf Islands 
Patchwork [a local history published 
in 1961] you would think it was very 
nice: lots of picnics, tennis-playing, but 
I don’t know. We could never get off for 
anything like that. There were always 
too many stumps to get out. The forest 
was solid right to the water’s edge. It 
was absolutely terrific. Big trees. My 
father burned them down - bored auger 
holes in them and set fire to them - the 
very finest of lumber.”
But old photos attest to the fact that the 
Roes valued the old trees on Roe Islet, 
which was never cleared. The Roesland 
Resort brochure waxed eloquent on 
the point. “There are many delights for 
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families harassed by city life: the huge 
Douglas Firs, the largest and oldest on 
the lower coast; the quiet of a small 
woodland lake above the farm; the 
incredible sunsets seen from the rocky 
point; the return to the simple life.”
The promise of early orchards 
also wilted. In the intro to these 
settler interviews, the editor notes, 
“Orcharding was an important activity 
in the early days, but in the 1890s and 
early 1900s Gulf Islands orchards came 
into direct competition with superior 
Okanagan fruit and quickly faded into 
insignificance. These early economic 
failures are still well remembered.”
As Neptune Grimmer recalled, “I 
remember sending ten boxes of very 
nice apples to a wholesaler in Victoria. 
I thought that after paying the freight I’d 
get at least $1 a box. When the returns 
came in I netted 25 cents a box, so you 
can see that wasn’t very profitable. We 
just cut most of the trees down and 
kept enough for our own use.” Today, 
those fruit trees at the Old Orchard 
Farm in Port Washington have a new 
life supplying our local cidery. Nep 
Grimmer would have liked that.
The museum is open Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holiday Mondays 1 - 4 
pm until Thanksgiving Day, and again 
during Christmas week. Meanwhile, 
stop by for a visit, enjoy Roesland’s 
110-year-old apple, pear, and nut trees, 
and quietly acknowledge settlers who 
wrestled with making a living while 
preserving what makes our islands 
special. And let John know about your 
favourite heritage tree or garden.
Simone  Marler

Pender Island Parks and 
Recreation Commission
PIPRC

The Commission 
is reeling with 

the sudden departure 
of Chairman, Tom 

Bell, who resigned, effective September 
20. The Commission is grateful to Tom 
who, although relatively new to the 
island, very capably filled the shoes of 
John Chapman, the long-time previous 
chairman. A decision has not yet been 
reached on a new chairperson.

Probably the best feature of Pender 
Island is its glorious nature with moss-
filled forests, flower filled, meadows 
and rocky shorelines. The role of the 
Parks & Recreation Commission is 
to help Penderites enjoy the glorious 
landscapes and seascapes of our island 
by providing and maintaining more than 
81 parks, trails, and ocean accesses. 
The Commission is also responsible 
for improving and maintaining these so 
they are clean, safe, and comfortable to 
use. We are constantly adding benches, 
signage, toilets, and other amenities. 
PIPRC is also striving to introduce new 
parks, trails, and related recreational 
programs. See disc club house photo 
page 55.
Please provide your input by contacting 
us, sending emails to penderparks@crd.
bc.ca or attending one of our monthly 
meetings (every third Friday from 9 am  
- 12 noon at Plum Tree Court meeting 
room).
PIPRC has vacancies for three new 
commissioners. If you are interested in 
one of these volunteer positions, please 
send a statement of interest and brief bio 
to penderparks@crd.bc.ca. 

The fenced dog park at the south end of 
Danny Martin Ball Park has been immensely 
popular but the Commission initially 
received complaints about its operation 
from adjacent residents. The Commission 
has, and continues to, implement a number 
of improvements to alleviate concerns (see 
the August issue of The Pender Post). In 
addition, the Commission will actively 
consider proposals for another dog park on 
its lands.
On Friday September 13, four 
commissioners attended a CRD 
presentation in Sidney providing an 
overview of CRD, its structure, its 
policies and how it functions. The goal 
was to provide background to new 
commissioners and help them fulfill 
their duties more efficiently.
Please note that PIPRC is the conduit 
for about $50,000 of CRD Recreation 
Funding to non-profit organizations. 
Applications closed August 31 and the 
Commission is nearing completion 
of the review process. Results will be 
announced in the near future and results 
will be posted in the November issue of 
The Pender Post. 
Hans  Tammemagi
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Pender Island   
Public Library
Sunday Afternoon at the  
Library: Kelly Irving

The library 
will host 

visual artist 
Kelly Irving on 

Sunday, October 20 at 2 pm. Join 
Kelly on a journey through his 20-
year retrospective show highlighting 
his digital photography, including 
commercial and fine art images. Kelly 
bought his first digital camera in 1999, 
a Kodak DC40 with 0.4 mega pixels! 
We will be treated to a wide variety of 
technical skills through portraits, travel 
photography, and manipulated images 
made with digital imaging products, 
including point and shoot cameras, 
digital SLRs, and phone cameras. Drop 
by to see a wonderful exhibit of Kelly’s 
art on display in the library throughout 
September and October.
Planned Giving - Leave a Legacy

This month we have launched a long-
term fundraising initiative called “Leave 
a Legacy” to support your library. 
Planned gifts bequeathed to the Pender 
Island Public Library help to sustain and 
develop our wonderful library resources 
and services. Your planned gift could 
create life-changing programs, provide 
exceptional services, and enrich 
collections that otherwise would not 
be possible. Your donation could fund 
programs that introduce authors to 
the community, fund programs that 
introduce children to the joy of reading, 
and help students succeed with their 
learning. We strive to keep Penderites 
engaged in the library and the community 
and provide new opportunities for 
the entire island. The possibilities are 
endless. Planned giving, in a nutshell, 
means you create a charitable gift now 
that goes to an organization you love in 
the future. Drop by the library and pick 
up our “Leave a Legacy” brochure to 
learn more about ways to give and how 
charitable gifts can ease the tax burden 
of your estate.
On Display

Our display shelf is currently 
highlighting “Dogs, dogs, and more 
dogs!” Did you know the library has 

400+ titles about dogs? Caring for 
your favorite canine, training your pet, 
working dogs, dogs in mystery books, 
and many stories of adventure and 
companionship. All Pender residents are 
welcome to stop by, get a free library 
card, and borrow books, magazines, and 
DVDs.
New books in the library

Adult Non-Fiction

Fascism: a Warning by Madeleine 
Albright, Whose Water is it, Anyway? 
by Maude Barlow, We Have Always 
Been Here: A Queer Muslim Memoir by 
Samra Habib, Eliza Hamilton by Tilar 
J. Mazzeo, and Save Me the Plums: My 
Gourmet Memoir by Ruth Reichl.
Adult Fiction

The Testaments by Margaret Atwood, 
Albatross by Terry Fallis, Single Thread 
by Tracy Chevalier, and The Institute by 
Stephen King.
Adult Mysteries

Death in Focus by Anne Perry, A Better 
Man by Louise Penny, A Delhi Obsession 
by M.J. Vassanji, and Nothing Ventured 
by Jeffrey Archer.
Carmen Oleskev ich ,  L ibrary 
Manager

Pender Island Recreation 
and Agricultural Hall   
Association
PIRAHA

Our Pender Islands’ 
Hall is facing 

challenging financial times 
due to ever increasing 
costs associated with 

operating this wonderful community 
facility. Please be assured that the 
PIRAHA Board cares deeply about 
ensuring that our community continues 
to have access to an affordable venue 
for Pender’s recreational, agricultural, 
artistic, musical, and community 
organization needs. The Hall brings joy 
to our community by being the venue for 
the community to share its art, a meeting 
space to discuss important issues and 
opportunities, and a place to gather 
together in celebration and recreation.
In order to be that welcoming space for 
our community, the Hall has a set of costs 

that need to be paid in order to operate 
- the lights need to be working, the heat 
needs to be on in the colder months, 
the building and grounds need ongoing 
maintenance, the bathrooms cleaned, 
and the floors need to be washed, and 
so on. Wages continue to increase for 
the maintenance and administration 
providers who support the Hall, which 
we believe is a good thing. We want our 
workers to earn a living wage and thrive 
on Pender. Operating costs continue to 
escalate.
The Hall does benefit from an allocation 
of funding from the CRD Parks and 
Recreation Commission that allows us to 
offer discounted rental to qualifying user 
groups in the recreational category. The 
Hall does not receive any other funding 
and relies on rentals, fundraising, and 
donations to cover its operating costs. 
The Hall also receives CRD grants for 
specific capital improvements but these 
funds cannot be used to cover operating 
expenses.
We recently reviewed the rental rates 
charged to the various Hall user groups 
and compared the current rates charged 
by other Gulf Island community halls; 
based on this review, the rates have 
been increased to a reasonable level to 
help offset some of the cost increases. 
Additionally, PIRAHA is planning to 
organize more fundraising events in 
the coming months to further reduce 
the budget shortfall. Even with these 
two initiatives, PIRAHA projects that 
the Hall will not break even this year 
or next, and therefore we are asking 
the community members of the Pender 
Islands for financial support in the form 
of donations. Please remember that 
PIRAHA is a registered charity and tax 
receipts can be issued for donations over 
$25.  We thank you in advance for your 
generosity.  
Film: Rocketman  
Saturday, October 19, 7:30 pm

Rocketman is an epic musical fantasy 
about the incredible human story of 
Elton John’s breakthrough years.  The 
film follows the fantastical journey of 
transformation from shy piano prodigy 
Reginald Dwight into international 
superstar Elton John.  This inspirational 
story - set to Elton John’s most beloved 
songs and performed by star Taron 
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Egerton - tells the universally relatable 
story of how a small-town boy became 
one of the most iconic figures in pop 
culture.
Volunteer Fair   
Friday, October 25, 1:45 - 4:30 pm

The Community Hall is pleased to be co-
hosting the second annual Pender Island 
Volunteer Fair.  Find out the many ways 
you can help to ‘Build a Community.’  
Visit with some of our youth volunteers 
and interns in the café.
Halloween at the Hall  
Thursday, October 31 at 7 pm

Halloween will be a spooktacularly fun 
night at the Community Hall.  The Fire 
Hall will have its traditional bonfire, 
costume parade and hotdogs on the hall 
grounds from 7 - 10 pm and the café will 
be open for hot drinks.
Winter Market  
Saturdays from 10 am - 1 pm

September 7 the market will be starting 
at a more civilized hour, at least for 
those who like to sleep in.  Come out 
on Saturdays to the Winter Market to 
browse local food, craft, and produce. 
Handmade goods are available inside 
the Hall and drinks are for sale in the 
lounge.  Support your local artisans, 
artists, cuisiniers, and the Community 
Hall by coming to the Winter Market.
Carpet Bowling  
Wednesdays 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Carpet bowling offers mild to moderate 
exercise, a bit of friendly competition 
and great fun.  No special clothing is 
needed except clean flat soled shoes.  
Australian rules Carpet Bowling is 
held weekly from September to June.  
Recommended drop in is $2.
Friday Special Activities at the 
Community Gathering 

• Makers Meetup, October 4,   
10 am - 12 pm

• First Aid Friday, October 11,   
10 am - 11 am     

• Ping Pong, October 18,   
10:30 am - 11:45 am

• Talk Tables, Volunteerism, October 25, 
10:30 am - 12 pm

Volunteers Needed

The Community Hall is always looking 
for volunteer film projectionists, 
intern mentors, maintenance and 
landscaping helpers, event assistants, 
and activity leaders.  If you are 
interested in volunteering with our 
dynamic community building focused 
Hall, please call 629-3669 or email 
bookings@penderislands.org.
Andrea Mil ls  and Dianne Al l ison

Pender Island   
Recycling Society

Summer seems a distant 
memory but we’d 

like to take a moment to 
offer congratulations to 
all of you who entered 

the Recycling/Reuse category of the 
2019 Pender Islands Fall Fair. Andy 
Nowak’s beautiful garden gate made 
from reclaimed pallets won the Karl 
Hamson Recycling Trophy for Best 
Overall Submission! First prize in the 13 
years or older category went to Roland 
Hinmueller for a step that was both 
practical and interesting and told the tale 
of travels far and wide; Matthew Pohl 
made a handsome side table of reclaimed 
and recycled wood that won second 
prize; and the third prize went to Lynda 
Challis for her gorgeous wool socks that 
honoured her mother’s knitting efforts. In 
the 12 and under category, first prize went 
to Jane Davies for her gorgeous lightbulb 
flower holders that brought joy long after 
the lights went out, second prize went 
to Matthew Ohnona for a bachelor pad 
ready side table replete with reclaimed 
bottle caps, and third prize went to Nuala 
Roberts for her sailboats created from 
used binders and pop can tabs.
Our returning judge for the Recycling/
Reuse category, Joseph Montague, 
gave so generously of his time, and his 
comments really capture the spirit of the 
entries. Thanks, Joseph, for a fine job.
Did you know that unattended, public 
recycle bins (streetscape recycling in 
industry jargon) generally result in 25% 
contamination among the recyclables 
and 25% recyclables in the garbage? 
In other words, it’s just a mess! That’s 
why it’s important to staff the recycling 
stations at the fair. The material collected 

at the fair was highly organized, and the 
plastic cups from the beer gardens were 
cleaned by the fair goers themselves. 
The sum total of garbage at the Compost/
Recycle/Garbage stations was less than 
1 cup. (Well, except for the 8 diapers 
that landed in the garbage, but really, we 
won’t count that as fair generated waste!) 
Four bags of clean recyclables were also 
collected and four bags of compost. 
Murray Vasilev kindly composted the 
four bags of compostables in his home 
system, sparing PIRS staff from digging 
a trench in the hot August sun!
We appreciate that our depot users 
fastidiously clean and organize their 
recyclables. As a result, the material 
generated at the depot has very low 
contamination rates and is highly 
recyclable.
Pender Islanders make a huge 
contribution financially to the 
depot’s operating expenses. Between 
memberships and bottle returns, 
Pender Islanders covered 22 % of 
depot expenses in 2018. This support is 
invaluable in allowing us to operate with 
the less discussed and less considered 
R’s in mind: Reduce and Reuse. Besides 
equipment maintenance and repair, the 
community support funds the FreeStore 
and ReShop, the zero waste initiative at 
the Fall Fair, the dish loan program, and 
the bike shop.
Thank you to the PIRS Board, who 
volunteer their time to make sure the 
organization runs efficiently. Each 
member has their own unique skill set 
that they share generously to keep your 
depot in good working order.
Thank you to Gus Berry for your reliable 
service. Gus has been keeping our 
forklift and truck in excellent working 
order for many years and has recently 
retired. Thank you to Chris Vernon, for 
becoming our new truck and forklift 
maintenance and repair man.
Thank you to depot staff for your 
wonderful work ethic and for constantly 
looking around the depot asking, how 
can we make it better? What a fun 
loving, kind, hard working bunch! It is 
always a pleasure to work with such a 
great group of people.
Thank you to Andy Nowak for 30 years 
of service to the Pender Island Recycling 
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Society. Thank you (and many others, 
you know who you are) for getting this 
wonderful depot up and running. Thank 
you, Andy, for your superb trucking 
expertise and all round handyman skills; 
they are much appreciated.
Thank you, Ann, for your excellent 
bookkeeping services, we miss you and 
wish you well. Thank you to Kim for 
coming on board and doing a fine job 
with the PIRS numbers!
Happy Thanksgiving everyone! This is 
my favorite holiday because it’s all about 
two wonderful things, food and family, 
and it’s a great opportunity to be thankful 
for the many blessings in our life.
We are now closed on Fridays. Our 
winter hours (October through May) 
are: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 
from 10 am - 3 pm.
Niki  Rober ts

Pender Island School
Message from Principal and 
Vice-Principal

It was wonderful to see the excitement 
as students came back after summer 

break. Pender Island School is a great 
place to learn!
As the new principal of Pender Island 
and Saturna Schools, I want to welcome 
everyone back to what is sure to be a 
great new school year. Joining me in 
the role of vice-principal is Margot 
Landahl. We are excited to start the year 
with an enthusiastic and dedicated team 
of caring professionals.
Each September promises a new 
beginning. Teaching and support staff 
have worked hard to create a warm and 
friendly place where all learners are 
respected, challenged, encouraged, and 
excited to learn. Our goal is to help your 
child(ren) be successful in school and in 
life. This goal is best accomplished with 
a strong partnership between parents 
and school staff. We look forward to 
building connections this year between 
school and family and community. As 
we know on an island such as ours, it 
takes a village to raise a child.
We welcome input to help us ensure 
all students excel in their learning 
throughout the year. As the school year 
progresses, please connect with us if 

you have questions or would like more 
information about our wonderful school.
Sincerely,
Adrian Pendergast,  Principal and 
Margot Landahl,  Vice-Principal

Message from PAC   
A Big Thank You from Pender 
Parents

PAC is so grateful for your continued 
support for our school and students. With 
the help of our amazing community, 
we were able to fund our children’s 
education generously in areas such as 
literacy, numerous field trips, electronic 
learning, and other school programs. Our 
focus this year was literacy, and $5,000 
alone went into the school’s reading and 
writing programs! We are very proud to 
live on Pender Island where we all have 
the best for our children at heart.
With this in mind, PAC would like 
to remind everyone that we are now 
entering the darker, rainy part of the 
year. Please drive slowly and carefully 
so as not to put our children at risk on 
their way to and from school.
Our next PAC meeting is on October 
21 at 6:30 pm at the school library. If 
you would like to be kept in the loop 
about all PAC activity, please send an 
email to Jenn Kaila, our PAC chair at 
jennrkaila@gmail.com, to be added to 
our mailing list.
Message from Pender Island 
School Trustee

Welcome back everyone and hello to all 
new families and kids joining our 115 
strong student population.
We also are welcoming our new 
principal, Adrian Pendergast, and our 
new vice-principal, Margot Landahl, to 
our school community. Both bring big 
buzz, plenty of talent, love, experience, 
and education to the table. 
Furthermore, we are very happy that 
our students can play on new musical 
instruments to the tune of $25,000, 
courtesy of Ptarmigan Arts society.  
Pending final approval, Ben McConchie 
is our new music/physical education 
teacher.
New locally ratified teacher contract 
negotiations continue between the 
BC Teachers’ Association and the BC 

Public School Employers’ Association. 
Key issues include teacher salaries and 
contract language on class size, class 
composition, and specialist teacher 
ratios.
In the meantime, our school district 
board is conducting a full review of its 
program offerings. They are seeking 
community consultation towards 
improving student access, success, 
and cost-effective education delivery. 
Quite simply, they want your input on 
how we organize learning to best serve 
our students. Please see our sd64.bc.ca 
website for more information and an 
online feedback form where you are 
invited to state what you think works in 
our school district and where SD64 can 
improve.
Regarding money matters, secretary 
treasurer Jesse Guy shared year end 
SD64 operating budget forecasts at 
our last board meeting. He forecasted 
staying 2.44% within budget including 
retirement of previous year’s $250,498 
deficit.
Until next time please feel welcome to 
join our next PAC meeting on October 
21 for grass-roots level participation 
that continues to make a huge difference 
in the lives of our Pender Island School 
kids. For even more involvement, keep 
an eye out for our next school board 
meeting at Pender Island School on 
October 9. My contact email is glucas@
sd64.org.
Greg  Lucas ,  School  Trus tee

Pender Organic Community 
Garden Society

I realize it is tempting, 
especially with the fall 

rains, to begin yanking all 
your vegetable plants out 
and get your garden ready 

for winter, but I ask you to wait. Just 
slow down. We are so lucky on Pender 
that most plants survive through the 
winter and if you leave them in you can 
grow something else: seeds.
This works especially well with the 
Brassica family (cabbage, kale), Alliums 
family (onions, leeks, spring onions) and 
the Apiaceae family (carrots, parsnips). 
Creating seeds is so easy, as mother 
nature does most of the work.
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Leave one plant in the ground, yes only 
one; that is all you will need. Leave it in 
the ground for the winter, ignore it until 
spring, at which time you will start to 
notice new growth or flowers. Continue 
to water it as you would any other plant 
when it requires a drink. In the spring 
the Brassica and Apiaceae families will 
be flowering and begin to form seeds. 
In the summer the Alliums will flower. 
Regardless of when the flower forms, 
leave it, let the bees and other pollinators 
do their thing. Let the flowers die back 
and allow the fruit to ripen, i.e., the 
seeds. Let those dry out on the plant and 
then remove the seeds.
The seeds from one plant will number 
in the thousands. Isn’t nature wonderful 
and think of the money you will save.
Kathy  Cronk

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

Boy, do we 
know how 

to throw a 
party.  The Labour Day Pig and Lamb 
fundraiser BBQ on September 1 was an 
outstanding success; over 100 people 
enjoyed pork and lamb roasts done to 
perfection and had a chance to bid on 
some outstanding items.  Thanks to John 
Pender for organizing and thanks to all 
the volunteers that made this evening an 
outstanding success.  A special thanks 
to BBQ Master Fred Wiercyski and his 
crew of Shane Greenall, and Tony and 
Peter Bachmeier.  And we can’t forget 
Brigitte Prochaska for supplying the 
tent shelters.  The third annual Silent 

Auction raised $3300 for the Legion.  A 
huge thank you to all the sponsors that 
contributed over 66 items for auction.  
See page 70 for a complete list of 
donors.  Thanks also to Tania Schissler, 
Allan Waddell, and Bill Critchley for 
organizing this event.
Hats off to the 32 golfers sloshing 
through the rain taking part in the 
best ball scramble at the Annual Golf 
Tournament September 15.   Yes, you 
can’t fool Mother Nature and she was 
out in full force, dampening the spirits 
but not deterring the golfers.  Everyone 
was rewarded with a delicious chicken 
or steak dinner complete with all sorts of 
prizes, and a 50/50 draw.  Many thanks to 
the many volunteers and donors of door 
prizes, mainly:  Pender Island Home 
Building Centre, Vanilla Leaf Bakery 
Cafe, Kraken Theatre, PIG&CC, Ken 
Pelley, and Dr. Caroline Knight.
On September 17, twenty three people 
attended the Legion while the sounds of 
“under the B, 7” rang out.  Fun was had 
by all at the first Legion BINGO and the 
bonus was not won.  Join us on October 
15 at 7 pm to see if you can be the lucky 
winner.
Next year marks the 75th Anniversary 
of the Dutch Liberation of Holland.  
Remember and honour those Canadians 
who died for that cause during World 
War II by purchasing Canadian 
Liberator Tulips, now available at Tru 
Value Foods.  All proceeds go to Branch 
239 of the RCL.  Thank you.
October or Octo as it was known is 
once again chock full of something 
for everyone.  Speakeasy rolls around 

October 6 for an interesting and relaxing 
evening.  Don’t miss our fantastic meat 
draws on Thursdays (with Euchre 
starting at 4 pm) and Saturdays, with 
all proceeds going to worthwhile 
community projects.  Donations from 
meat draw profits in August were 
made to MAP and the Pender Island 
Food Bank.  And those crazy and wild 
Scrap Bookers meet October 19 and 
20 to create their masterpieces.  Only 
$20 guarantees you lots of fun and a 
fabulous lunch. 
And what says October more than 
Oktoberfest?  Started in 1810 to 
celebrate the marriage of King Ludwig, 
Oktoberfest actually starts mid-
September to the first week in October 
in Germany.  We’re celebrating it on 
October 4 with Bratwurst sausage, 
sauerkraut, German potato salad, and 
apple strudel and a buck off a mug of 
beer.  Oom-pah-pah.  October 11, fill 
your tummy with meat/veggie lasagna, 
caesar salad, and garlic bread followed 
by Tiramisu for dessert.  We’re offering 
$1 off on a glass of wine.  Welcome 
guest chef Craig Goldsmith on October 
18 with honey garlic chicken thighs 
along with broccoli, rice, and a desert 
you won’t believe.  Enjoy $1 off on a 
glass of wine.  Tom and Ken step up on 
October 25 with steak, baked potato, 
and coleslaw with everyone’s favourite 
Nanaimo bars.  You can wash it all down 
with a buck off on a mug of beer.
Early bird memberships for 2020 are 
available for October and November 
with a chance of winning a dinner for 
two.  New members are encouraged to 

Annual  Gol f  Tournament  he ld  on  September  15
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join to the end of 2019 for only $27.
Watch for the full moon October 13 
named by Native Americans as Hunter’s 
Moon, Travel on Canoes moon, and 
Falling of the Leaves moon.
All of us at Branch 239 wish Dave 
Sherman a quick and complete recovery.  
We’re thinking about you, Dave.
Tania  Schiss ler

SGI Community   
Resource Centre

Step right in… to the 
Southern Gulf Islands 

Community Resource 
Centre (SGICRC). 
Located at the Driftwood 

Centre, at the end of the row in the 
red building and adjacent to the large 
parking lot, the 400 square foot space 
houses the Pender Island Chamber, the 
Visitor Centre, WorkBC, the Volunteer 
Centre, Community Justice Program, 
Computer Classes, the Educational 
Tourism Project, CRD Administration, 
and the Islands Trust office.  Busier than 
a beehive from the minute the office 
opens, you will find visitors popping in 
for Island information and directions to 
local businesses, events and activities 
listings, community meetings in the 
Boardroom, employment information 
and training, a job board, volunteers 
responding to queries, project personnel 
working with residents, and SGI 
reference material and so much more. 
There are several extremely knowledge-
able staff, a computer work station for 
employment searches, and a beauti-
ful sound-proof boardroom for 10 with 
tables and a state-of-the-art, online con-
ference centre available for rent.
You are invited to come on in and see 
what the SGICRC is all about.  With 
resources, referrals, information and 
support for employment, education, 
social purposes and well-being, we are 
committed to enhancing community 
capacity and fostering both social and 
economic opportunities.
Office hours are Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from  
10 am - 2 pm.

Call us at 250-999-6363 or email for 
an appointment with WorkBC, the 

CRC Manager, the Edu-Tourism Island 
Director or the Volunteer Centre at info@
sgicommunityresource.ca.  Find us online 
at www.sgicommunityresources.ca.
In other news…

The SGI Community Justice Program 
is gearing up for a very busy fall, 
culminating in National Restorative 
Justice Week in November. Before then, 
we will be attending the Vancouver 
Island Regional Restorative Justice 
Association (VIRRJA) AGM in 
October, and coordinating visits with 
neighbouring programs in Saanich 
and Salt Spring. By the time you read 
this, our webpage on the Community 
Resource Centre website www.
sgicommunityresources.ca should be 
up and running. Keep checking in for 
information on more events. And, as 
always, we welcome new volunteers 
who are intrigued by the principle of 
healing the harm caused by crime, 
conflict, and fear. Please contact us at 
sgicjp@shaw.ca.
Preparations are underway for an impor-
tant and timely climate action education 
initiative in cooperation with the Capital 
Regional District, the SGI Community 
Resource Centre, Southern Gulf Island 
Trustees, W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership, and 
Gulf Island conservation organizations.  
Funded through the CRD’s Commu-
nity Works Funds and the CRC’s Edu-
Tourism Project Fund, the ṮEṮÁĆES 
Climate Action Project aims to deliver 
three five-day climate action courses in 
February and March 2020 at Poets Cove 
Resort. Inclusion of W̱SÁNEĆ Elders 
and leadership in exercising their tra-
ditional stewardship obligation under 
W̱SÁNEĆ law for ṮEṮÁĆES, Southern 
Gulf Islands is one of the project’s key 
elements. More detailed information 
about this project will be posted on the 
CRC website following a two-day plan-
ning workshop in early October.
The Newcomer, Oldcomers, and New 
Friends Group met in September to learn 
about the fascinating history of the Art 
and Welcome Poles of the Community. 
It was certainly an inspiring story about 
people learning new skills, community 
coming together, and friendships being 
created.  On October 23, the Newcomer 
Group will take a trip into the more 
distant past with a visit to the Museum 

at Roesland to take a tour with the 
renowned Simone Marler. 
The Newcomers and Friends Group is 
open to newcomers, oldcomers, friends, 
and anyone else who wishes to learn 
more about the community, make new 
friends, and have some fun.  To RSVP 
email sgivolunteercentre@gmail.
com. We would love to meet our new 
neighbours and reconnect with our long-
time residents.
Friday, October 25 from 1:45 -  4:30 pm, 
the 2nd Annual Volunteer Fair will take 
place.  People of all ages and stages of 
life are invited to attend our Volunteer 
Fair to meet with representatives from 
local organizations who are recruiting 
volunteers for hundreds of diverse 
volunteer positions.  Whether you are 
looking to learn new skills, share your 
knowledge, or take a break from the 
stresses of school or work, there are 
volunteering options for everyone. 
There is no fee for the public to attend 
a Volunteer Fair and it is a great 
opportunity to learn about non-profit 
organizations and charities across 
Pender Island. Organizations can 
register for a table at the fair. To learn 
more email sgivolunteercentre@gmail.
Melody  Pender

South Pender   
Historical Society

It was an incred-
ibly beautiful late 

summer day (Sep-
tember 1) when the 
5th Annual Growers’ 

& Makers’ Heritage Market took place 
on the grounds of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd on South Pender.  Once 
again Susan Taylor and Frank Ducote 
did a wonderful job co-ordinating this 
successful and happy event and we owe 
them both a big debt of gratitude.  Stalls 
of flowers, baking, artwork, crafts, jew-
elry, produce, preserves, and more were 
well attended. The “donation table” 
raised over $800 towards the instal-
lation of the new wood fence built by 
Colin Hamilton to provide a backdrop 
to the Memorial Garden. Children and 
adults alike had a hilarious time play-
ing the old-fashioned games organized 
by Frank Ducote, with Patrick Smith 
accompanying the fun on his fiddle.  
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Thank you everyone for making this 
event so much fun for the entire com-
munity.
On October 5 at 7 pm Steph Jackson, 
with support from Tim Johnson, will 
be hosting a musical coffee house at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd. The 
church has wonderful acoustics and 
will be set up with tables and candles 
to provide an intimate and relaxing 
evening. Come and listen to the 
wonderful sounds of established and up-
and-coming musicians. And on October 
26 at 7 pm, the Tim Johnson Quartet 
(Tim Johnson, Ben McConchie, Charlie 
Knowles and Rick McMullen) will be 
performing an evening of exciting jazz 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd 
with a refreshed repertoire and world 
premiere of some new material.  Two 
evenings you won’t want to miss. Doors 
open at 6:30 pm for both events.
All of us are deeply saddened to hear 
of the passing of David Spalding, our 
dear friend and longtime South Pender 
neighbour, and we send our heartfelt 
sympathy to Elaine and his family. To 
accommodate the memorial service 
for David at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd on November 9, the scheduled 
talk in our “History Series” covering 
the early years of settler history on 
South Pender (1886 to 1899), has been 
postponed to a future date. David has 
been such a source of information about 
early settler history, and we are honoured 
that he has shared so much of this early 
history with the community, including 

his book Put that Damned Old Mattock 
Away. His twinkly eyes and interesting 
storytelling will be missed.
The SPHS has been working closely 
with the Community Resources Centre 
and the W̱SÁNEĆ First Nations to 
plan future workshops on climate 
action and the changes and effects that 
have occurred on the Southern Gulf 
Islands due to human activity and 
recent climate change. One workshop 
in particular focuses on the traditional 
use by the W̱SÁNEĆ people of the 
Bedwell Harbour basin. The basin was 
an important part of the traditional 
territory of the Coast Salish peoples, 
used to collect clams, hunt for deer, 
and catch salmon, with a 5,000 year 
old village site at the canal, an ancestral 
burial site in Beaumont Marine Park, 
a reef net fishery site at the entrance 
to Bedwell Harbour, and a traditional 
summer village site where Poets Cove 
is now located. The Historical Society 
is working closely with the W̱SÁNEĆ 
people to appreciate and honour their 
traditional use of the water and lands 
and to help share their knowledge that 
may prove valuable in dealing with the 
looming climate crisis affecting our 
lands and waters. Stay tuned for more 
details as the project unfolds.
Rober t  Di l l

reCreAtion AnD leiSure

Canadian Power and Sail
Pender Island Squadron

In my experience the 
most important piece 

of safety equipment 
a person can have on 

the water is a PFD. The second most 
important piece of safety equipment to 
those who spend recreational time on the 
water is a VHF Marine Radio.  Having 
and knowing how to use a marine VHF 
radio can and does save lives.
Calling for assistance on a VHF radio 
doesn’t just let the RCMSARS know 
you need help; every radio-equipped 
boater within range of your broadcast 
will hear your call.  The boat that comes 
to your assistance may only be minutes 
away.
Your VHF radio can be used to

• monitor changing weather conditions
• alert other boaters in the area as to 

your presence
• notify boaters of possible hazards
• request assistance in an emergency
• communicate with other boats, 

kayaks, or paddle boarders
It is a legal requirement for anyone 
operating a VHF radio to have a Radio 
Operators Certificate (Maritime), 
often referred to as a ROC(M).  This 
certificate is proof that you know the 
proper protocols and procedures when 
using your radio.  Proper training can 
make all the difference when requesting 
assistance in an emergency situation
The Pender Island CPS Squadron will 
be offering a course to teach people 
the proper techniques in the use of 
the marine VHF radio along with the 
instruction and testing to achieve their 
ROC(M) certificate.  This one-day 
course is scheduled for October 26 
and the cost is $125.  This fee includes 
instruction, manual, testing, and license 
application upon successful completion 
of the test.  Contact David Kirsop, 629-
6846 no later than October 11 if you 
wish to take the course.  It is important 
that you pre-register by this date so we 
can order the necessary manuals.

 Memoria l  Garden  a t  the  Church  o f  the  Good Shepherd
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Being able to offer courses and 
instruction locally is what enables 
many Pender Island, and Southern Gulf 
Island, residents to access the excellent 
educational offerings of the Canadian 
Power and Sail Squadron.
If you are interested in finding out more 
about CPS Pender Island Squadron give 
me a call at 629-6846 or drop into one of 
our bridge meetings.  Bridge meetings 
occur monthly at the clinic, second 
Wednesday of the month, 9:30 - 11:30 
am.
Thanks for reading and stay safe on the 
water.
David  Kirsop ,  Commander

Pender Island   
Field Naturalists
PIFN

Join with us 
on a brisk fall 

morning, at 9:30 
am October 16, 

to see the start of winter water bird 
reappearance at Brooks Point Park.  
During the summer, many of the water 
birds are not seen on Pender.  Harlequin 
Ducks for example are in the interior 
where they nest along fast flowing 
rivers.  Others like Common Murres 
are at their nesting colonies farther 
north where they nest on rocky cliffs.  
Common and Barrows Goldeneye and 
Buffleheads are similarly occupied 
elsewhere in summer.  However as fall 
comes on many of these birds come to 
spend the winter in the bays and coves 
on Pender.
On Friday, October 18, we have a great 
treat for everyone.  At 7 pm at the 
Community Hall we are very pleased to 
present Pender photographer Gregory 
Franklin who will talk about one of 
his passions: Photographing Bears. 
He has had a life-long love affair with 
these creatures, photographing them for 
some 45 years on four continents.  His 
presentation will include his fantastic 
photos of all kinds of bears: black, 
Kermode, Cinnamon, Grizzlies, Pandas, 
Honey bears and Polar Bears.  He 
can safely photograph Grizzly Bears 
closeup because he understands the 
signals displayed when they are feeding 
on salmon in BC rivers.  Similarly, he 

photographs male Polar Bears on the 
shores of Hudson Bay while they are 
occupied jousting with each other for 
supremacy.  At the talk you will learn 
about his technique of photography 
without expensive cameras or lenses.  
Admission $5.
A heads up for early November.  We are 
planning to make a birding trip to the 
Lower Mainland on Tuesday, November 
5.  The date is subject to weather and 
last year the trip was delayed a few days 
due to heavy rain on the originally day 
scheduled.  We have several sites that 
we can visit such as Iona Regional Park, 
Terra Nova Rural Park, and the fields on 
Westham Island where tens of thousands 
of snow geese stage on migration.  We 
will car pool on the 7:10 am ferry to 
Tsawwassen and return to Pender on 
the 7:15 pm ferry.  Those interested in 
attending please contact pifn@shaw.ca 
by October 25.
Bob Verge t te

Pender Island Garden Club

I was unable to attend 
the first meeting of 

the 2019/20 season so 
Leeanne Mueller kindly 

provided the report on the meeting.
Jane Squier of The Garden on Salt 
Spring Island opened the 2019/20 season 
for Pender Island Garden Club.  Jane 
lives on three acres which are partially 
forested from which she harvests about 
three cords of wood yearly to heat the 
boiler for her 6,000 sq foot greenhouse.  
She originally built the greenhouse 

as a commercial enterprise growing 
‘living lettuce’ and basil for markets on 
Vancouver Island.  Over time she has 
gradually converted more and more of 
her greenhouse space to growing citrus, 
avocado, pomegranate, jujube, and 
many other zone-pushing subtropical 
plants.  She does this using catchment 
water held in three above-ground 
swimming pools.  She has another 
smaller pool inside the greenhouse that 
helps to maintain the heat.
While it’s doubtful any of our garden 
club members will be building such 
an ambitious greenhouse on Pender, 
it was fascinating to hear her stories 
of discoveries about things such 
as anaerobic composting and other 
methods she incorporates to both use 
biomass as fertilizer and to produce gas 
she can then use to cook or heat.  Jane 
has travelled a great deal specifically 
looking at systems that reduce her 
carbon footprint but also produce a 
superior crop.  She offers workshops on 
a variety of topics from her property on 
Salt Spring.
I am looking forward to our October 
meeting with Brian Crumblehulme 
when he talks about “Gardening in 
a Forest.”  I often use this term when 
talking to clients about the challenges 
we face here.  There are many more 
pathogens, bacteria, spores and other 
challenges that one doesn’t deal with in 
a more urban setting.  I think this will 
be a real eye opener for a lot of people.  
Leeanne  Muel ler

Gregory Franklin to talk about one of his passions, photographing bears 
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Our October meeting will be again in the 
Anglican Church Hall at 1 pm.  Brian 
Crumblehulme has spoken at our club 
before and appeared as a guest speaker 
at our Fall Fair.  He is a very interesting 
and fun speaker with a wealth of 
knowledge, which he is very willing to 
share.  Please bring your cup for coffee 
or tea and goodies will be provided.  See 
you October 10. 
Val  Butcher

Pender Island Golf and 
Country Club

Another  season of golf 
is quickly coming 

to an end and this is 
the perfect time to rave 

about our wonderful members who 
do so much to support our club. Most 
people outside of the membership do 
not realize that our club is completely 
run by an elected but volunteer board of 
directors.  The number of hours spent 
by the board members and the many  
planning committees on administrative 
tasks,  fundraisers and charity events, 
men’s and ladies day activities and 
tournaments, as well as helping our 
course superintendent, Greg Chester, 
work on the grounds each golf season, 
is amazing.  Since its inception the 
course was built on volunteerism from 
our members and we owe a huge debt 
of gratitude to each person who came 
before us. We are proud of our “Gulf 
Island Jewel” but it is truly our wonderful 
members who make it so special.  The 
Gord Souter Volunteer Appreciation 
Tournament is played yearly in honour 
of our volunteers and was named after 
our longtime club member who passed 
away in 2016. Gord was involved in 
every aspect of the club over the years, 
from many positions on the board, 
and along with Vern Smyth and Walt 
McAuley started the Monday Morning 
Work crew.
Everyone had a wonderful time playing 
in the ever popular Gayle Fisher Cup 
Tournament. This two day event is based 
on the Ryder Cup format with golfers 
divided into two teams of twelve: the 
“Captains” and the “Presidents” teams. 
Every year the teams are randomly 
picked, yet for the sixth year out of the 
previous seven, the “Presidents” beat 

the “Captains” and it wasn’t even close!
Many, many thanks to Becky, Deryk, 
and Patrick for feeding us so well after 
both of these Tournaments.
Thirty-two golfers participated in the  
Legion Tournament this year with the 
9 hole scramble changing to 18 holes 
this year. Many thanks to Ken Pelley 
and new Penderite (and Golf Club and 
Legion member) Charles Baker for all 
of your hard work organizing this event. 
It was a perfect fall day for a round of 
golf, only pouring for about three of the 
last five holes! Thanks also to all of the 
participants for each bringing a wrapped 
prize.
Don’t forget to get your tickets for our 
awards night on Saturday, October 26 

by contacting our Men’s and Ladies’ 
captains. This is a great evening to 
catch up with  members, and of course 
it’s nice to come out and support our 
tournament winners. Having a delicious 
meal prepared for us by Becky and 
Derek is a bonus.
If you are interested in becoming a 
PIG&CC member in 2020 please call 
the pro shop at 629-6659 for information 
about the Club and our end of the season 
deal.  Our Twilight rate of $30 for 18 
holes starts at 3:30 pm and two for one 
Wednesdays will stay in effect until the 
end of October. All of our clothing is on 
sale so come on in to say hi and have a 
look.  The pro shop will be open daily 
until October 15, and the hours will be 
weather dependent after that until the 
end of the month. Please use the honour 
box when staff is not present.
October Activities

8 Ladies’ Closing Day,   
9 Holes of golf and Lunch

10 Men’s Closing Day,    
18 Holes of golf and Lunch

26 Awards Night  Cocktails at 5:30 pm
Tournament winners

Bertha Matthews 60+, Janet Ellis
70+, Rosemary Clayton
Ladies’ Healy-Ward Twosomes
Low Gross Score, Shirley Nord and Ann 
Stephenson
Low Net Score, Donna Smyth and 
Rosemary Clayton

Men’s Evans-Grimmer
Flight A Winner, Frank Deme
Flight B Winner, Al McHattie
Gord Souter Volunteer Appreciation 
Tournament
Sid Wein, Christina Beckett, Jim 
McKay, and Derek Fogarty
“Never try to keep more than 200 
separate thoughts in your mind during 
your swing.” Anonymous
Michel le  Galaugher,  Pro  Shop

Pender Island   
Junior Sailing Association

The summer season of 
sailing courses is over, 

but already the PIJSA Board 
is planning the 2020 season.  
The five-day courses in 

2020 shall be July 13-17, July 27-31, 
August 3-7, and August 17-21. This 
early decision is driven by the need to 
get commitments from the Coaches, 
who often know their schedules by 
Christmas.  This summer PIJSA was 
scrabbling for Coaches to teach the more 
senior Level 3/4 courses, and ended up 
having to offer limited, uncertified fun 
sailing for these levels in the first two 
weeks.
For those who took the certified 
courses, most had a lot of fun. Our new 
instructors, Satya Underhill, Kaiden 
Richardson, Tara Golonka, and Brooke 
Jangula were great, and we hope to 
attract them back this coming year.  
These new instructors brought a greater 
degree of rigour to the program, which 
is partly driven by BCSail, to ensure that 
competency levels are reached.  In the 
past, it has been common for students 
to pass a CanSail level after the single 
5-day course, but it now seems that it 
will be quite common for students to 
take three 5-day courses to complete 
Levels 1 & 2 and similarly for Levels 
3 & 4, especially when the students 
do little sailing outside the courses.  
This means that PIJSA will have to 
improve its recordkeeping of student 
achievement so it can be carried over to 
another session with PIJSA or another 
club.
While we had some difficulties with 
getting coaches for our senior level 
courses, over 60 students were able to 
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participate. Some of our weeks are full, 
with having to turn people away, and 
others have quite a few spots available.  
Which weeks are popular seems to 
change each year.
This summer was the first use of 
the new-to-us Pirate boats, which 
not surprisingly had some teething 
problems, but otherwise performed 
well.  The older zodiac coach boat failed 
early on: its seams burst, and another 
was borrowed to fill in.  A new zodiac 
will be purchased for next year.  There 
was trouble with outboard motors, some 
of it caused by unfamiliarity, but an 
older two-stroke model which smokes 
excessively will need to be replaced; it 
is noxious.  At one point a motor had to 
be borrowed; thank-you Tom Caston.
The ability of PIJSA to offer the 
course at a modest price is due to the 
efforts of Directors and volunteers.  In 
addition, PIJSA benefited from financial 
contributions this year from the CRD for 
our insurance, Port Browning Marina 
and Pub Hackers Golf Tournament, 
Tru-Value Spirit Board, Nu-To-Yu, BC 
Boating, Parks and Recreation, Green 
Angels, Pender Island Yacht Club, and 
Magic Lake Property Owners’ Society.  
Ross Warneboldt and Tom Rolfe have 
provided outboard engine servicing and 
boat repair respectively at no cost.
The PIJSA AGM is scheduled for 
January 19, 2020 at the Community 
Hall Lounge.
For any further information try the web 
site: penderislandjuniorsailing.com or 
contact Bruce Waygood at 250-818-
8555 or kbwaygood@shaw.ca.
Bruce  Waygood

Pender Island    
Otters Swim Club

Well, we  are up, 
and swimming 

again at Panorama 
Pool in Sidney.  

From now to December 13, on Fridays, 
you will find a whole bunch of lime-
green capped swimmers perfecting 
their strokes under the experienced 
eyes of our coaching staff.  There is 
still time to register for the fall session, 
and please find us at our webpage at 
www.penderislandotters.webs.com 

or contact us at our email address at 
penderottersswimclub@gmail.com.  
On a bit of a reminiscing note, it was 
pointed out to me by the original starter 
of our club, Rick Gauer, that this is the 
twentieth year the Pender Island Otters 
Swim Club has been going.  He started 
it as a private swim club back in 1999, 
but we became a not-for-profit Society 
about six years after that.  When the 
Gauers moved to Lillooet, Charmaine 
Harris and I wanted to see the club stay 
active.  So, Charmaine took on the roles 
of President and Registrar/Treasurer, 
and I was vice-president and Secretary 
to at least start the board for that year.  
We soon welcomed John Cowan in as 
Treasurer, and to make a long story 
shorter, John and I are still on the 
board, but with me as President since 
Charmaine stepped down after three 
years as President.  We have had two 
other wonderful folks step up to take 
on Registrar over the years - Stephanie 
Newell and Niki Roberts.  Laara Jarvey 
from Mayne Island was our Vice-
president and Equipment procurement 
person, for about six years as well.  
From those first early days when we 
‘invaded’ Peter Emming’s pool for our 
practices in the summer, to our present 
‘home pool’ at Panorama Recreation 
Centre, we have seen 20 years of Pender 
youth (and adults) learn to swim.  It is 
gratifying to see the continued interest 
in our programs, and the support we get 
from our community.
Helen  Lemon-Moore ,  Pres ident

Pender Island Yacht Club

As we have talked 
before, you now 

know that the Pender 
Island Yacht Club 

hosts four cruises in the boating season, 
each with a volunteer member Host that 
plans and arranges the itinerary for the 
attending participants. Each of these 
experiences are very different - and 
participants report having a great deal 
of fun! This year we have experienced 
arguably four of the most innovative 
and fun cruises to date.
The month of June cruise brought the 
Victoria Inner Harbour experiences to 
life, July took us exploring to new places 
and experiences all around Maple Bay, 

and August brought the favourite annual 
trip into Ladysmith and the Chemainus 
Theatre.
Our final cruise for this season was in 
September to Montague Harbour on 
Galiano Island. Now, you might be 
wondering what kept us entertained 
there, but hosts Brad and June Gilbert 
did not disappoint. Beginning with 
Happy Hour in our own area, on good, 
solid dock space at the marina, complete 
with ‘appies’ to die for, this weekend 
was off to a great start. Dinner at the 
Hummingbird Pub was made possible 
with a trip on the very entertaining and 
famous pub bus - driver Tommy was 
informative, and the best conductor of 
impromptu music - he hands out the 
instruments you are meant to play when 
you board the bus! And play you must!
The next morning brought the opportunity 
to revisit any latent Heck’s Angel 
wannabe notions that any members might 
have been harbouring, as a dozen of us 
got onto the rental scooters to explore the 
island. From one end to the other (almost), 
we explored nooks and crannies, beaches 
and art galleries for several exhilarating 
hours. With only a few mishaps and 
tip-overs, all arrived back to the docks 
safely. Lunch and a snooze, and we were 
off again - this time for a salmon BBQ 
just a dingy ride away! We were treated 
to a warming campfire and BBQ in the 
nearby Montague Provincial Park. What 
fun that was - complete with lawn chairs, 
a beautiful sunset, and great company. 
There is nothing quite like a campfire 
- the darkness stealing in after a day of 
fun and adventure - to make one feel 
complete.
But the weather did not hold, and we 
were awakened by torrential downpours 
that can really dampen one’s outlook on a 
boat. But Host June produced an amazing 
breakfast for us to share, followed by good 
books and conversation while we waited 
out the downpour. Then it was onto a bus 
into ‘town’ to lunch at the Galiano Inn, 
and visit art galleries and other offerings. 
That evening the Hummingbird Pub bus 
returned to transport us to an amazing 
treat - a five+ star resort, The Woodstone 
Manor estate is simply one of the best 
kept secrets in the southern Gulf Islands. 
After some of the best food cruisers 
have experienced, (and almost as if Host 
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Brad had orchestrated this) came the 
arrival of a playpen FULL of puppies!! 
Not kidding - 11 Standardbred poodle 
puppies with Mom and Dad arrived for 
a stay at this pet friendly resort - and we 
all got our fill of puppy handling! As the 
rain continued, the Hummingbird Pub 
bus arrived to take us back to the marina 
- and an early goodbye the next morning.
As the 2019 cruise season concludes, 
so does my reporting - you will hear 
again from PIYC Racing Captain Bruce 
Waygood next month as racing season 
gets underway again. A huge thank you 
to all who stepped up to be Cruise Hosts 
this year.
J i l l  Cas ton

penDer poSt pASt

October 1989

The Legion reported their September 
Pork/Lamb BBQ was a great 

success with 120 members attending.  
This tradition continues as the Legion’s 
2019 was reported to be a sellout.  Port 
Browning was having a Thanksgiving 
Dinner and  a Halloween celebration 
with prizes for creative costumes and 
“witches’ brew” would be served.  
The Port Washington Village heritage 
Society was busy fundraising to buy the 
store.  The Pender Island Museum was 
displaying some handpicked artifacts 
from the store. Pender Islands Ferry 
committee reported hopefully that some 
new ferries were destined for our routes; 
still hearing that rumour today.  Found 
an ad for accordion lessons by Joyce 
Sky.  This was interesting to me as we 

bought the Skys’ house and Jim Dunlop 
once told me he had his first accordion 
lesson in the same room that is now 
our Jazz/Office and where I am sitting 
writing this.  The RCMP opened 89 files 
in September and attributed most of the 
files to residents not tourists. Pender 
Island School reported an enrollment 
of 84 energetic students. The school 
also reported that its new computer lab 
was up and running.  Mike McCafferty 
reported on his year long voyage on the 
Morar to Hong Kong and back; what 
a fabulous adventure.  Homes were 
on sale at $67,000 to $89,900 for an 
average 3-bedroom non-waterfront or 
view home. As this was the second issue 
of The Pender Post to be produced using 
a word processor, the realty pages now 
featured photos of some of the homes - 
something not attempted before.  There 
were four different realty companies 
serving Pender at that time.  Tune in 
next month to find out what November 
brought to Pender in 1989.
Val  Butcher

Cover Story

This month’s cover photo isn’t a 
photo.  Okay, the photo really is a 

photo but that designation seems far too 
simple.   The our cover features a photo 
taken by Kim Pollard of a painting Kim 
Pollard did from an earlier photo...by 
Kim Pollard.    I know I know, why 
didn’t I just say that in the first place.
The background story of our October 
cover is really interesting.  In 2018 Kim 
embarked on a trip to London, Paris 
and the Netherlands.  No one will be 

Heck’s  Angels  a t  Montague  Harbour  on  Gal iano  Is land

surprised to learn that art gallery visits 
were high on her list list.   
Kim was stuck by the many paintings 
she saw of historic buildings, homes, 
and estates.  She was equally impressed 
by the fact that some buildings still 
existed but had changed.  Additions 
had been made, deterioration had taken 
its toll, and worst of all, demolition, 
intentionally or by war, flood, or fire 
had occurred.  Kim realized that, 
intentionally or otherwise, the paintings 
she was viewing had become important 
historical records.
When Kim returned to Pender she 
began to photograph and paint various 
Pender buildings of note, particularly 
scenes and places that were a part of 
her own life on Pender...Kim the record 
keeper!  Our cover photo, as you may 
recognize, is of the buildings on the Port 
Washington docks.  These buildings in 
one incarnation or another have been 
home to a store, Post Office, dance 
studio, Yoga centre and a host of other 
uses.   The original 36 x 48 inch painting 
from which our cover photo was taken is 
owned privately and remains on Pender.
Mike  Wi ley
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weAther obServAtionS for AuguSt

                        Average Temperatures        Extreme Temperatures   Precipitation
                     Max  Min  Mean            High          Low
Magic Lake  24.8  13.7  19.3              31.0 on 4th       10.5 on 21st     16.8 mm
Normal         23.5  12.3  17.9              35.0 in 2016    8.0 in 2008     22.4

On the first day of August 2019 there 
was a warning on the weather 

network: “The rain storm of the decade 
is expected in BC.”  Well, I don’t know 
where it went but we had only 4 mm that 
night!  Ten days later there was another 
forecast for torrential rain but we had less 
than a millimetre.  From August 20 to 23 
we had some rain and the fire hazard was 
reduced to moderate but it went up to 
high again towards the end of the month 
when the temperature reached the high 
20.  Our daily maximum temperature 
was up and down throughout the month 
but the final result was above average 
for August, but lower than the previous 
five years.
Total precipitation was below average 
for August but it was not as dry as the 
previous three years.  There has not 
been any pattern or trend in August 
rainfall over 30 years; the driest was 1.4 
mm in 1998 and the wettest was 92 mm 
in 1991.
The Fall Fair was, as usual, the highlight 
of the month and fortunately the weather 
was good and not too hot.  It rained for 
four days before the Fair and that ruined 
the chances of my blackberries winning 
a ribbon, but at least my blackberry 
wine won a First.  A few days after 
the Fair, the blackberries had dried out 
and were big and delicious once again.  
The garden continues to be productive. 
It has been a good summer and as I 
write this towards the end of August, 
the apples and pears are looking good 
but not yet ripe.  August was, as usual, 
wasp month, but not the worst year I 
can remember.  We usually eat out on 
the deck on summer evenings and there 
were only a couple of times this year 
when the wasps drove us inside.  It is 
a bit late in the summer to give advice 
about wasps but there are three things 
that help: we give them their own plate 
of food a few feet away from our table; 
we have an electronic insect whacker on 
hand but this is more of a deterrent than 
a weapon and you have to be careful or 

you will miss the wasp and hit a wine 
glass.  Thirdly we have found that a 
high-speed fan deters them. 
I will not finish this report in September 
and you will not read it until October, by 
which time summer will be well and truly 
over.  October is the first month of our 
wet season with average precipitation 
close to 100 mm; temperatures will 
drop with the possibility of frost at 
night.  The highest October temperature 
I have recorded was 26oC in 1987, 
which was the year I started observing 
for Environment Canada. Since then 
the October temperature has dropped to 
zero or below on only three occasions 
and the lowest was -1oC in 2006.
Have a happy Thanksgiving Day - we 
have much to be thankful for, living on 
this island.  Go easy on those fireworks 
at Halloween; the dogs don’t like them.
Malcolm Armstrong

lAte SubmiSSion

Pender Island Truth and 
Reconciliation Circle

We met in September to share our 
reflections on the Report from 

the Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women and Girls (MMIWG) 
Commission.  It is difficult to describe 
the range of reactions we experienced.  
There was a huge shift to our experience 
when people in the group described 
members of their own families who had 
been killed or who were living a life that 
could put them in danger’s way. What 
they shared transformed the reading 
from theoretical to a reality.  The report 
was based on families remembering 
someone who had been taken from 
them, a daughter: a sister, a mother, a 
niece, an aunt, or a friend.  We all hope 
the recommendations will guide the way 
to make the changes needed. 

Red Dress Day 

Although the final Report of the MMIW 
Task Force is complete, it is only the 
beginning. The violence experienced by 
Indigenous women and girls in Canada 
is a national tragedy and it is important 
for us to keep the awareness of this 
significant problem alive.
In October, Reconciliation Circle 
members will commemorate missing 
and murdered women and girls and 
other vulnerable Indigenous peoples, 
including those who identify as 2 Spirit 
or Transgender. 
Look for our display at the Driftwood 
window during the week of Red Dress 
Day - September 30 to October 6. On 
Saturday, October 5 we will have a table 
at the Driftwood courtyard where you 
can get information provided by the 
Native Women’s Association of Canada.
The Report of the Commission on 
MMIWG includes Calls to Justice for 
all Canadians.  Come by and find out 
how you might respond.
S,DÁYES T shirts  - We have a handful 
left - you can call me if you want one.   
Adult sizes, only small are available,  
Youth sizes we have Small, Medium and 
Large.  Start your Christmas shopping 
early!
Our thanks go out to artists Andrea 
Spalding, Joe Montague, and Annie 
Smith who pledged their charitable 
donation from their Sea Star show to 
support a new initiative to build funding 
for a second Youth Leadership Project 
at the School.  In September of 2017 the 
Pender Island School and the Tsawout 
First Nation House jointly participated 
in a project with reconciliation as a 
theme. It is still early days for the next 
project, but thanks to them for getting 
us started.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 
October 16, from 4 - 6 pm, in St. 
Peters Anglican Parish Hall.  The 
topic for review is “Allyship.” An ally 
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The new Club House at the Disc Park.  Photo by Hans Tammemagi.    
Turn to page 43 for the full Parks and Recreation article.

is any person that actively promotes 
and aspires to advance the culture of 
inclusion through intentional, positive, 
and conscious efforts that benefit people 
as a whole. Being an Ally involves 
building relationships based on trust, 
consistency, and accountability with 
marginalized individuals and/or groups 
of people. An ally is not self-defined; 
work and efforts must be recognized by 
those you are seeking to ally with.
A few readings to consider if you 
are interested include: Amnesty 
International “10 ways to be a genuine 
Ally to Indigenous Communities”; 
or by Dr. Lynn Gehl, “Ally Bill of 
Responsibilities.”  There are many 
more; if you find a good description, 
please come and share it with us at the 
next meeting. 
Look forward to seeing you at Red Dress 
Day, or at the next meeting October 16, 
from 4 to 6 at the Anglican Parish Hall.
Susan Parr

true Story

My Ferry Tale 

One chill November night in 2013 
I am on my way home to Pender 

Island on an evening ferry after 
babysitting my grandchildren. The ferry 
is due to arrive at Pender at 8:20, and 
I am psyched that my husband, Allan, 
will be heating up left-over mafalde 
for me (that wonderful mixture of 

fettuccine, spinach, ricotta, pine nuts 
and golden raisins) as I will be hungry 
when I finally get home. 
I read a book most of the way, except 
when a very nice gentleman asks if he 
may do a survey for BC Ferries. He asks 
a lot of questions and I tell him that we 
recently moved to Pender Island and I 
have not taken the ferries enough to be 
able to answer all his questions. In fact, 
this is the first trip I have ever taken as 
a “footie.” 
When the announcement comes on 
- “Ladies and Gentlemen, we are 
approaching Otter Bay on Pender 
Island”-- I jump right up like the nerd 
I am, gather all my belongings, put on 
my reflective vest (so I can be seen 
walking home from the ferry, because 
it is pitch black on our little rock), get 
my flashlight out and head down two 
flights of stairs to the deck. I note which 
way the cars are facing in order to know 
which end of the ferry to get off. 
Walking out onto the deck I think my, it 
is beautiful out here. So many stars - I 
can even see the Big Dipper! I wonder 
why no one else is coming down. I did 
notice how many people stayed calmly 
sitting and reading their books when the 
announcement came on, and I figured 
these “old hands” knew that the first 
announcement always comes on when 
the boat is still a long ways from Pender. 
Reassured as I think about it, I laugh 
silently at my nerdy tendency to arrive 
long before it is necessary. 

I scan the horizon for lights, anything 
that will tell me how close we are to the 
shore. Why it is taking so long? There 
is a full moon, bright red, coming up 
through evergreens, the type of sight 
you see on the shoreline of all gulf 
islands, so beautiful, I am blown away! 
It is cold, but I am dressed warmly, so I 
don’t mind. 
I’m starting to get concerned that we 
have not stopped yet and no-one else 
is joining me when suddenly the boat 
appears to be backing in somewhere, 
and there are lights, and the lights come 
on over the water and I think, “Oh yay, 
we are here.” But then the boat takes 
off at full speed! And everything is dark 
again. What is going on? 
I decide that the only explanation must 
be that the ferry captain is new. Surely 
he made a mistake and went to the 
wrong island, Mayne, or Galiano, and 
now, having just learned of his mistake, 
he is taking off, hell-bent for leather for 
Pender? And, surely he has apologised 
for his mistake, only being outside, I 
didn’t hear his announcement over the 
PA? Yes, that must be it. Leisurely, I rise 
off my \seat (the steel bollard around 
which the big ropes are wound) and 
walk inside and up the stairs. Everyone 
is sitting quietly reading. I ask a lady, 
“Do you know when we are getting to 
Pender Island?” She looks startled. “We 
just left Pender Island!” 
“What?” I exclaim. “Oh no, I must have 
been waiting at the wrong end of the 
boat! I missed my stop! Oh no, what am 
I going to do?” 
“Go upstairs to the Captain,” she 
suggests, “and tell them.” 
I tromp up the stairs marked “CREW 
ONLY,” almost crying. I feel like a 
5-year old. “Helllooooo!” I call as I 
climb the stairs prohibited to the public. 
A really cute guy, about 6’2”, mid-
twenties I figure, with medium-brown 
hair, sparkly blue eyes, big smile, nice 
white teeth, replies: 
“Yes?” 
“I was sitting at the wrong end of the 
ferry and I missed my stop! I have to get 
to Pender.” 
He calls his boss, the captain, and some 
other attendants and they are all talking, 
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checking things and trying to sort out 
a plan. At first they say “well, we are 
going to Mayne Island and then back to 
Swartz Bay.” Where the hell do I stay 
on Mayne Island or at Swartz Bay? Do 
I walk with my flashlight and reflective 
vest on pitch black Mayne Island until 
I find a, what, a B&B? Or, walk off at 
Swartz Bay and try to find a motel? 
Panicking, I whine: “but I have to get to 
Pender tonight!,” feeling tears well up 
in my eyes. They go into a huddle. 
“Look, the Queen of Nanaimo will be 
arriving on Mayne Island shortly after 
we get there and you can take that ferry 
from Mayne to Pender. You’ll be fine!” 
Still in tears, I cry: “but I gave my 
ticket in at Swartz Bay!”, completely 
forgetting that seniors don’t have to pay 
from Monday to Thursday. 
They all kind of smirk and say, “Don’t 
worry, we will get you on… you won’t 
need another ticket.” Then Cute Young 
Guy asks gently: “Do you want a cup of 
tea?” I say “No, thank you” as by then 
I am calling Allan on my cell phone 
and trying to tell him what happened, 
beginning with “I am such an idiot!!” 
His response is to yell “but I have put 
the pasta in the toaster oven 3 times 
now! It is just going to be ruined by the 
time you get here!” This really doesn’t 
help. 
The captain walks out, looking very 
stern, and orders: 
“Please go back downstairs.” 
I believe he thinks I am a nut case. I go 
downstairs. And the first person I see 
is the gentleman who did the survey, 
gawking at me open-mouthed. His 
whole expression says: “you said you 
were going to Pender Island, why are 
you still here?” Immediately I explain: 
“I am such an idiot”, and tell him the 
whole story. He is very sympathetic…. 
to my face…but I get the feeling that he 
is stifling laughter, just waiting for me 
to leave so he can “yuk, yuk, yuk,” to 
himself. 
When an announcement comes on: “We 
are now approaching Mayne Island,” I 
go right down to the car deck and ask 
everyone I meet: “Where do the footies 
stand to get off at Mayne”? I stand with 
them and when we arrive there are 
three people, who greet me with, “Are 

you the young lady who missed her 
stop?” I am directed to follow this slip 
of a girl to line up for the ferry “Queen 
of Nanaimo” that will soon arrive at 
Mayne Island, unload, and then take off 
for Pender. She speaks to me like I am a 
child, very slowly, gesticulating to make 
sure I understand: 
“Now, you stand here,” and she points 
to the ground with both hands, “right 
where I am standing and you will have 
to wait until the foot passengers and then 
the cars unload, and then I will tell you 
when you can get on”. I say “Thanks!”. 
I am so grateful, but a part of me is 
thinking “Does she think I am stupid 
or something?” Finally, I am allowed to 
walk on, and I go upstairs and just sit 
there with my eyes closed. No interest 
in reading or anything. As soon as other 
people collect their belongings, I do the 
same. I follow them down to the car deck 
to see where the footies are standing. 
I ask one lady where to stand, and she 
says, “you should stand there...but wait 
a minute, the doors are closed, maybe it 
is at the other end?”. Thankfully, a ferry 
employee who obviously knows about 
me overhears and orders, “No, you 
stand right here! The doors will open! 
Do not go to the other end!” He looks 
really alarmed until he sees me standing 
still. 
Finally, the doors open, and we are 
actually docking at Otter Bay, and I 
have my reflective vest on, and I have 
my flashlight, and I walk in the pitch 
black all the way from the ferry terminal 
to home. A 3-minute walk. 
My husband opens the door. “Give me a 
glass of wine,” I demand. And I eat cold 
mafalde. 
The next day I go to Nu-To-Yu to look 
for different clothes to wear because I 
am afraid all the BC Ferries employees 
will now know my red jacket and my 
grey beret. No-one has said anything 
since, but every time I get on a ferry 
and the attendant says “Good Morning”, 
I wonder if he or she recognizes me 
as being That Woman. And, shortly 
after this happens, I notice that the 
announcements are changed to: “Foot 
passengers should go to the forward end 
of the boat.”

Post Script

After telling my family about this I 
received the following note from my 
brother, Peter: 
“Ha-ha-ha! When we went to Pender 
Island this last summer, there was a 
sketch of a person on the ferry notice 
board, looking suspiciously like 
Margaret. The poster showed a woman 
dressed in red, sporting a beret, with 
the following public notice below the 
sketch: 
Warning! do not follow this woman 
under any circumstances! She is lost, 
very lost, and will lead normal people 
astray; avoid eye contact at all costs! 
If spotted, notify a crew member 
immediately. The code name for this 
person is RED...Retired, Extremely 
Dangerous.”
With thanks to my sister-in-law, Barbara 
Stowe, for her superb editing.
Margare t  Montague  Shapiro
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oCtober 2019 worD SeArCh puzzle by Corinne mCAuley - Solution to September on pAge 56

Sabina Singh NDP 105-2423 Beacon Ave Sidney V8L 1X5
250-361-2696 SabinaSingh.ndp.caAuthorized by the official agent for Sabina Singh
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heAlth  & heAling ServiCeS

250-629-6721 • whitetara@shaw.ca 
www.white-tara-spa-on-pender.com Valentina Atton RA EOT

3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC

MIEKE TRUIJEN

Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week

Evenings &
Home Visits

Doctor’s referral not required

Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics 
Osteoporosis

Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions

Call For an Appointment

Physiotherapy Clinic
RPT

250.629.9910 

www.miekephysio.com

Alternative Healing
&

 Health Services
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ContrACtorS

Shorehaven 
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter

Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

General Contracting
Project Management

Site Preparation
Renovations

Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work
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ContrACtorS

• Chimney Inspections

• Chimney Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repair

9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

markftts@gmail.com
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ContrACtorS

“Tame the Rain”

•	5”	Continuous	Gutters
•	Gutter	Guards
•	Roof	Moss	Removal
•	Water	Collection	Systems
•	Soffits
•	Fascia	Covers
•	Custom	Flashing
•	Cleaning	&	Maintenance

(250) 629-3524
(877) 629-1112

island.gutters@shaw.ca

Construction
Decks, Stairs, & 
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs

References Available
Worksafe Certified

Strong communication and organizational skills

Lance Mueller
778.676.0061

thebigdogservices@gmail.com

BIG DOG
S e r v i c e s

Be sure to look us up at
islandglasstek.com

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window   
 Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and 
 Frameless Stainless Steel  
 Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies   
 (Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and   
 Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

A DIVISION OF
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C. BOYTE
ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS
Providing:
• quality design wiring
• overhead and 

underground service
installations

• over 20 years on the
Gulf Islands.

For estimates and information
on your residential, commercial,

or industrial project, call

Charlie at 250-537-0166

24 Hour Emergency Service

Bonded – Reg. #35042

ContrACtorS

alaneneil@shaw.ca

More than 20 years of electrical service on Pender Island
New Construction • Renovations • Emergency Power Systems • Landscape Lighting

Generator Service and Supply

alan@gentechpwr.com

250-999-7977

Booking for fall service now.

Make sure your generator 
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

-Certified Technician

-Generac Warranty Work

-Maintenance Packages
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ContrACtorS

 • Hosting an event? Wedding, Reunion? 
 • Needing extra facilities?
 • We now have portable toilets for rent

250.629.6690

Weekly
Residential and commercial garbage pick up

7 Days a Week, 10 am - 10 pm
Medicine Beach household residential bagged garbage

NO construction waste or recycling

Other services
Compostables pick up • Bin service • Commercial recycle • Demolitions

piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Tree Frog
 Spas

Registered
H2O Spa Dealer, 

and Warranty Repair

Mike Jamieson
  250-222-6453

jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation 

Pender Island

           All New Rental Tools!
   Water grinder and concrete mix for making  
   your own concrete countertops. Come see
   us for ace.
   Also checkout our new Fein Multister
   Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.
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ContrACtorS
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

HOPE BAY
250-629-3166                                    

DRIFTWOOD
250-629-3383

SIDNEY
250-656-5062                                                               

SATURNA
250-539-2121

Campbell River
250-203-3919

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

NE W
 LIS
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G

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

Full Service Real Estate Company 
Award Winning Agents

MLS# 414581 - *$445,000

It has been a busy summer at Dockside Realty and in the Pender Community.  We have been pleased to 
work with many wonderful clients – both leaving and coming to the Islands. 
We have also been very happy to support many worthwhile causes on Pender in 2019: 
 • The annual $500 Dockside Realty High School Bursary was awarded to Isabella 
Sokolosky-Topfer this year.  In her words, “Sam, Thank-you so much, I am honoured to receive the bursary and 
so very thankful for your generosity.  That is such a gift.  I hope you have a wonderful and happy summer!  My heart 
feels full.  Sincerely, Isabella Sokolosky-Topfer” 
 

We look forward to hosting the Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Fund and the 2nd Elf Tree Project for 
Santa’s Sac in November – details to come next month.  Have a wonderful October!

MLS# 415217 - $538,000

On Pender there are currently 
thirty-four homes listed,  

twenty-three lots, and three 1/4 
shares at Currents. 

Visit: www.DocksideRealty.ca to 
view all our listings, including Hi-def 

colour images and brochures.

MLS# 415708 - $519,000MLS# 414945 - $349,900

MLS# 415558 - $548,000

PRO U DLY  S O L D

• Ptarmigan Arts
• Pender Island Golf & Country Club Pro-Am
• First Pender Island Pride Celebration
• Pender Island Fall Fair  
• Pender Island Dog Show
• Car Show at Port Browning

• Tour Des Iles
• ZOO-iSLANDER
• Pender Pirates
• Royal Canadian Legion Meat Draw
• Pender Island Concert Series
• Parents Advisory Committee
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Second Annual 
Hope Bay Hollow Pumpkin Carving Contest!
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Pender Island Fall Fair Trophy Winners 2019
Jaime Scott Corbett Memorial Cup  .........................................................................Michelle Marsden 
Eleanor Adamson Memorial Trophy  ......................................................................Patricia Callendar
N.N. Grimmer Trophy  ..............................................................................................Michelle Marsden 
James Auchterlonie Trophy  .................................................................................................Robert Dill 
Ashton Ross-Smith Trophy  .................................................................................................Robert Dill 
Mackinnon Trophy  ...............................................................................................................Robert Dill 
A.H. Menzies Cup  ................................................................................................................Robert Dill 
Royal Canadian Legion Trophy  ................................................................................... Cherie Thiessen 
Otter Bay Marina Trophy  ................................................................................................... Kenta Farm 
Pender Island Realty Limited Trophy  ........................................................................ Nanako Kikuchi 
R.C. Legion Ladies Auxiliary Shield  .................................................................................. Judy Boxler 
Vivienne Menzies Rose Bowl  .................................................................................Krystyna Kinowski 
Pender Island Bakery Trophy  .............................................................................. Allyson Tammemagi 
Pender Post Shield  ...........................................................................................................Kerry Karram 
Pender Island Pharmacy Trophy  ....................................................................................Kerry Karram 
Fibre Guild Trophy  ............................................................................................................... Kay Begley 
Pender Island Shop Craft Guild Trophy  ......................................................................... Dave Roberts 
George Gummer Trophy  ................................................................................................. Dave Roberts 
Pender Island Art Group Trophy  .......................................................................... Mallory Eaglewood 
Pender Island Artisan Co-operative Trophy  ....................................................... Malcolm Armstrong 
Westcoast Chandlers Trophy  ..........................................................................................Nicholas Croft 
Gregarious Garden Trophy  ............................................................................ Kota & Nanako Kikuchi 
Farmers’ Institute Trophy  ........................................................................................... Nanako Kikuchi 
Frank York Memorial Trophy  ............................................................................................ Kenta Farm 
Royal Canadian Legion Young People’s Trophy  .........................................................Lauren Ohnona 
Royal Canadian Legion Children’s Trophy  .......................................................................Eden Davies 
Fred Smith Trophy - Bounty of the Penders  ......................................Trevor Ericson & Gillian Allen 
Pender Island Fall Fair Berry Pie Trophy  ......................................................................... Debbie Katz 
Gulf Excavating Trophy  .................................................................................Pender Ocean Defenders 
Earl Hastings Trophy  ...................................................................... Planet Janet Circus Arts & Family 
Best Decorated Children’s Bicycle Trophy ........................................................... Conner Willingham 
Karl Hamson Recycling Trophy  ............................................................................. Black Rabbit Farm 
From The Garden to the Table Trophy  .................................................................. Black Rabbit Farm 
Pender Island Photo Club Trophy  .......................................................Ken Sawatsky & Joe Montague 
Wow Factor Award  .................................................................................. Ripley Stafford & Omri Fehr

Pender Island 
Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. G. Mark Wensley BSc DC Active Release Certified (ART)

Serving the Pender Islands for 19 years.

Wednesday 10am–6pm
Saturday 10am–2pm

250.629.9918
Pender Islands Health Centre
5715 Canal Road
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Earl Hastings Trophy  ...................................................................... Planet Janet Circus Arts & Family 
Best Decorated Children’s Bicycle Trophy ........................................................... Conner Willingham 
Karl Hamson Recycling Trophy  ............................................................................. Black Rabbit Farm 
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Pender Island Photo Club Trophy  .......................................................Ken Sawatsky & Joe Montague 
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The Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road - 250-629-3441

October Events
15 BINGO at the Legion - 7 to 9 pm, Win the jackpot!
26 Legion General Meeting, 10 am
26 Joe Gill Memorial 

Friday Night Dinners
4  Octoberfest - $1 off mug of draft beer - Bratwurst, Sauerkraut, German Potato Salad, Apple Strudel  
11 Comfort Food - $1 off glass of wine - Lasagna (meat or veggie), Caesar salad, Garlic bread, Tiramisu 
18  Guest Chef, Craig Goldsmith - $1 off glass of wine - Honey Garlic Chicken Thighs,   
 Basmati Rice, Broccoli, Brandied Date Pudding with Whipped Cream 
25  Tom & Ken’s Famous Steak - $1 off mug of draft beer - Mushrooms & Onions, Baked Potato,  
 Coleslaw, Nanaimo Bar 
Meat Draws - Thursdays at 5:30 pm and Saturdays at 4 pm
Euchre - Thursdays at 4 pm
Event Tickets and Information - Available at the Legion, Talisman Books & Gallery, or online at
 www.penderislandrcl239.com
Bookings - The Legion is a great place to hold your next meeting, party or event.  
 Email bookings239.rcl@gmail.com or call 250-629-3441

The Royal Canadian Legion on Pender wishes to sincerely thank all the following business 
and individuals that donated to our fundraising Silent Auction on September 1, 2019. This 
fundraiser was an outstanding success.  We couldn’t have done it without you.  Thank you.
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All subscriptions will expire after the December 2019 issue
Please complete the reverse side of this tear-out application to ensure continued delivery for 2020,

or visit our website www.penderpost.org and complete the on-line form

To keep the costs low, we do not send reminders
Our subscription year runs from January through December

• You may pay by cheque, etranfser, or 

• By cheque, make payable to The Pender Post Society and leave it in the Pender Post Box at the Dockside Realty 
office at the Driftwood Centre or mail it to The Pender Post Society, PO Box 4, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0,  
Attn: Dianne Allison, Subscriptions.  

• For etranfser, use subscriptions@penderpost.org 

• For PayPal, go to our website www.penderpost.org and click on Purchase a Pender Post Subscription

PenderPostThe

For 
Sale

72' mobile home
2 bedroom

2 decks/2 porches
.69 acre

SW facing
backs onto park

lake glimpses
rock walls/stairs

garden/trees/shrubs

$259,000.00

250-526-0204
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Name

PO Box Number/Street Address

City    Country

Postal Code Telephone E-mail

 Pender Island mailing$24 Canada mailing $30 On-line Subscription $20 

For U.S. and Overseas, please contact subscriptions@penderpost.org for delivery options

• If you are paying by cheque for more than one subscription, please provide additional names   
 and addresses on a separate piece of paper.

• You can pay by etransfer to subscriptions@penderpost.org, or Pay Pal

• If you subscribe after the December issue, charges are prorated at $2 per issue for on-island,   
 and $2.50 per issue for off-island.

Pender Post Subscriptions 2020

Renewal New Subscription Address/Email Change

(Please return to the addresses on the reverse side)

The Pender Island Art Society
announces its annual

 “LE  PETIT  SALON” 
Art Show

Saturday, November 23rd  -  9am-4pm
And

Sunday, November 24th  -  12pm-4pm

At the Community Hall
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