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Summer Friday BurgersSummer Friday Burgers
Fully licensed patio opens on Fridays at 4 pmFully licensed patio opens on Fridays at 4 pm
Dine outside, take-out, or delivery between 5 -  7 pmDine outside, take-out, or delivery between 5 -  7 pm

$10 Adults/$5 Children (12 years and under)$10 Adults/$5 Children (12 years and under)
Includes all the fixings.Includes all the fixings.

Beef, veggie, salmon, or chicken burgers.Beef, veggie, salmon, or chicken burgers.
Beer, wine, cider, coolers, and pop available with take out.Beer, wine, cider, coolers, and pop available with take out.

A great, affordable meal for the whole family!A great, affordable meal for the whole family!

Pre-order online, or by phone, text, or email; includePre-order online, or by phone, text, or email; include
burger type, with or without cheese, choice of potato salad burger type, with or without cheese, choice of potato salad 

or chips.  Condiments available on pick-up.or chips.  Condiments available on pick-up.

Call 250-629-3441Call 250-629-3441
Call or text 250-216-4456 Call or text 250-216-4456 

Email Email branch239.rcl@gmail.combranch239.rcl@gmail.com
Online Online www.penderislandrcl239.comwww.penderislandrcl239.com

Walk-ins welcomeWalk-ins welcome

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M1Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M1
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Cover Photo

This month’s photo comes to us from 
Lynn Price-Wallace.  To read more 

about the cover photo, turn to page 40 of 
this issue or go to www.penderpost.org.

Pender Post notes

Feature Pages

We find ourselves these days 
with a little extra room in The 

Pender Post, as some local clubs and 
organizations are unable to function 
during the pandemic.
As a result, we’d like to put out a call 
for your pictures. We think readers 
enjoyed the featured space we devoted 
last month to our high school graduates, 
both profiles and pictures. The month 
before, we were able to allow our local 
quilters to show off their wares, albeit 
on black and white pages but when we 
could switch those photos over to our 
facebook page, they showed their true 
colours.
If a club or organization you are 
involved with has been doing something 
that lends itself to pictures, please let us 
see them and we’ll figure out where and 
when to make up some feature pages.
Maybe we can bring a smile to some 
faces during these trying times.
Vick i  Dut ton

Jean Bradley Scholastic Gift

The Pender Post Society is pleased to 
announce that Katherine Searle is 

this year’s recipient of the Jean Bradley 
Scholastic Gift.  Katherine’s studies 
are in the field of Art Therapy.  When 
she completes her studies, she hopes to 
build a practice that includes the Gulf 
Islands.  We wish her every success.

sPeCial notiCes

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender Island 

Greetings to all, as we make our 
way through our reopening during 

this chapter of COVID-19.  We started 
with our first in-person service on July 

12.  We meet in the Parish Hall due 
to distancing protocols and also are 
using surface and personal sanitizers, 
masks, a change in traffic flow, and 
on-site registration.  Unfortunately, 
we cannot sing or have our usual post 
service coffee and sharing of food at this 
time.  We will continue to use Zoom for 
Morning Prayer and various meetings.  
May we gather joyfully as we hold the 
needs of the community, and the Earth, 
in our hearts.
El len  Wi l l ingham

Pender Island   
Pride Day 2020

It has been almost a 
year since Pender 

Island Pride’s very first 
celebration, “How Deep 
is Your Love.”  And 
what a celebration it was.  

Nothing, not even a pandemic, will 
dampen this year’s salute to diversity, 
community, and humanity.  So mark 
your calendars, Saturday, August 8, 
for the Rainbow Convoy, and join the 
Pender Island Pride 2020 festivities.
To respect physical distancing, the 
Rainbow Convoy will be an entertaining 
parade of vehicles, assembling at the 
golf club parking area at 11:30 am 
and setting out across North and South 
Pender Islands at noon.  The convoy 
will proceed along a published route 
finishing near Gowlland Point at around 
1 pm.  You are all invited to decorate a 
vehicle and participate in the convoy or 
celebrate by giving a wave at the end 
of your driveway (wave your rainbow 
flag!) or anywhere along the route as the 
convoy goes by.
Participation and route details are at 
www.pender-island-pride.org along 
with safety guidelines for vehicles and 
decorations.
Now, this won’t be just any old parade.  
Plans are to live-stream the Rainbow 
Convoy to social media.  The parade 
MCs will introduce entertainers, and 
pre-recorded messages from islanders 
and special guests.  If you would like to 
record your own message or submit an 
entertainment segment, those details are 
on the website as well.
This is the 50th anniversary of Pride 
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parades and festivities in North America. 
Though its origins were in protest of 
the treatment of LGBT people, now 
each year we gather to celebrate Pride 
and have some fun.  But Pride is very 
present through the rest of the year.  If 
you pay an internet visit to “It Gets 
Better Canada” you will come across 
this vision statement:
“We envision a day when no young 
person in Canada feels marginalized, 
isolated, excluded, or rejected because of 
their sexuality or gender identification.”
On the same site, CBC broadcaster 
Sook-Yin Lee gives a moving message 
to everyone, but especially youth, 
describing her own life journey and 
challenges.
So join us, won’t you, in one way or 
another, on Saturday August 8 for the 
Rainbow Convoy, or tune in to the live 
Pender Island Pride-stream via our 
website www.pender-island-pride.org.
Star Trek fans will remember George 
Takei, who reminds us, “We should 
indeed keep calm in the face of 
difference and live our lives in a state of 
inclusion and wonder at the diversity of 

humanity.”  Happy Pride, Pender Island!
Pender  I s land  Pr ide  Commit tee   

Terry Fox 2020

One Day. Your 
Way. For the 

40th Anniversary of 
Terry’s run that is 
the motto! Pender 
Island will not have 

an “official” run on September 20 but 
that doesn’t mean that the Foundation 
doesn’t still need your help.
In 1980, Terry had no idea of the far-
reaching impact his actions would have. 
All he knew is that he had to try! As a 
TFR participant, you’ve shown how 
you can “try” and now we hope that you 
will continue to show your support by 
registering online at https://terryfox.org/
run/ and challenging others to do the 
same. Gather support by requesting your 
family and friends do the same or asking 
them to sponsor you! Advertise your 
support by posting on your Facebook 
page.

In this unusual 40th anniversary year, 
there is also another initiative available 
to you! If your idea of a great afternoon is 
a pair of walking shoes, some bug spray, 
and endless kilometres of trails you’re 
in the right place on Pender Island and 
welcome to the Mt. Terry Fox Trek! On 
Saturday, August 15, pick your favourite 
uphill climb (Mt. Norman, George Hill, 
Tindall Woods, Mt. Menzies) or trail. 
No matter what mountain peak or trail 
you scale, it will be a personal “try” that 
pays tribute to your own endurance, to 
Terry’s legacy, and to cancer patients 
who face an uphill battle every day. 
https://terryfox.org.trek/.
If a bike and the open road appeals to you, 
then the 2020 Terry Fox Ride of Hope 
offers a different fundraising challenge. 
Join cyclists of all ages and abilities 
on August 22 by riding a favourite 
route and contribute to the collective 
goal of cycling 40,000 kilometres, the 
circumference of the world, on that one 
day. It’s a huge group try that would 
make Terry proud. https://terryfox.org/
terry-fox-ride-of-hope/.
Anything is possible if you try.  Please 
continue to support the Terry Fox 
Foundation by registering and adding 
your name to our Pender Islands team!
PS

You can join all three events and many 
more challenges using the Terry Fox 
Foundation app launching July 28, 
Terry’s birthday.
Cathy  Nealy                                                

in aPPreCiation

Our 2020 Grads

After many years of looking after 
the Nu-To-Yu bursary awards, it 

was a pleasure to see the write-ups and 
pictures of our graduates.
It would be nice to see a similar feature 
every year.
We are very proud of them.  Best Wishes.
Diane  Riede l ,     
Nu-To-Yu Bursary  Chair
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50th Wedding anniversary

Don and Linda Wein
August 1, 2020

A Prairie boy and an Island girl.  
Living on two different Gulf 

Islands, going to school on the same 
Gulf Island...meet, fall in love, and are 
now celebrating 50 years of marriage. 
As many Islanders know Linda, was 
born and raised on Pender.  Don, born 
in Saskatchewan, was living on Mayne 
Island when he met Linda.  They both 
attended school on Salt Spring Island.  
They married young and started a family.  
Living in Victoria and having two kids 
ready to leave the nest, they purchased 
Pender Island Lumber.  As the business 
grew the kids and their families moved 
to Pender Island to raise their families 
and assist with the family business.  
Twenty-eight years later, we are all here 
and call Pender Island, home. 
We wish we could celebrate with all our 
Pender family.  This is such a milestone 
and so many members of the community 
have been here for us over the years.  
Due to COVID-19 we will be having a 
family-only celebration.
If you see Don and Linda please wish 
them a happy anniversary! 
Darcie  Whi t t ingham 

remembering

Constance (Connie) Jean 
Abbott nee Bissett
December 26, 1937- June 7, 2020

It is with great sadness and heavy hearts 
that we have to announce the death 

of our beloved mother, grandmother, 
wife, sister, aunt, cousin, and friend to 
so many, Connie Abbott.  Connie passed 
away after battling many illnesses, on 
June 7, 2020. She was surrounded in 
her final moments by her son, Derrick 
Abbott; daughter, Debbie Kaufmann 
nee Abbott; and her home care nurse, 
Diana Lowres. Connie will be sadly 
missed by children Debbie and Derrick 
Abbott; grandchildren Kyla Kaufmann, 
Ethan Abbott, Jaclyn Abbott; brother, 
George Bissett; many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins; and numerous dear 
friends. Connie was born in Trossachs, 
Saskatchewan on December 26, 1937. 
Connie left Saskatchewan and moved to 
Vancouver when she was nineteen years 
old in 1956; she met Don Abbott in 
1957, and they fell in love and married 
in 1957. They had two children, Debbie 
in 1961 and Derrick in 1963. Connie and 
Don moved to Pender Island in the ‘80s 
and have lived on Pender ever since.  
Connie loved Pender Island, her many 
friends, and her quilting, which gave 
her a lot of joy. She loved to shop, she 
loved being with her grandchildren, and 
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Inspired�Education

A�learning�environment�for�young�people

Port�Washington�Montessori�Children’s�House

in�a�Licensed�Facility�with�an�accredited�Montessori�Educator

for�children�6�mos�–�12�years�•�flexible�hours�5�days�a�week

Anne�Davis 250-629-6114BFA,�ECE,�SNE,�AMS

infant/toddler,�preschool,�out-of-school,�home�school�support

she adored our little dog Trinket. There 
will be a celebration of life at Connie 
and Don’s house at 27105 Schooner 
Way, Saturday, September 19 at 1 pm. If 
you would like to stop by for a sandwich 
and a drink, to celebrate Connie, please 
do so.  We love you mom and miss you 
terribly.
George Bissett   
remembers his sister

The passing of my sister, Connie, has 
placed me in a position I could never 
have conceived, and certainly never 
wanted: the last surviving member of 
our Bissett family. Our parents have 
been gone for many years. Mom (Viola 
Mae) passed away in 1975 at age 63. 
Dad (Melvin Fred) passed away in 1978 
at age 68. They had been married for 39 
years.
I wish I could have told mom and dad 
that I love them one more time before 
they passed away. I also wish I could 
have told them that the simple, quiet 
times with them when I was a child did 
wonders for me as an adult. Thinking 
of mom and dad always soothes my 
overheated mind.
Also, I am so glad that I was able to tell 
my brother, Monty, and sister, Connie, 
that I love them before they passed 
away - Monty on February 18, 2014 and 
Connie on June 7, 2020.
I miss them all every day - but I’m so 
glad they were in my life.
There are many anecdotes about 
Connie that those who knew her best 
would recognize immediately. Here is 
one: Back in the 60s, Connie owned 
and drove a VW bug. She flew about 
Vancouver like an Indy 500 driver or a 
fighter pilot. It was always a knuckle-

whitening, terrifying ride. I believe 
that Disney’s movies about Herbie 
the VW were inspired by Connie’s 
performances. But she always arrived 
home safe and sound.
Connie was always very protective of 
Monty and me and could always be 
counted on when troubles erupted - as 
they seemed to do with regularity, more 
so with me, but Monty also had his 
moments.
Connie was able to see the humour in the 
world around her. Usually. Even when I 
dragged my Air Force buddies to their 
home. Uninvited. She and Don were 
gracious and welcoming, no matter how 
late, or what condition we were in upon 
arrival. My friends became their friends.
For many years, until health problems 
began overwhelming her, Connie stayed 
in touch with family and friends - friends 
from childhood as well as those made 
over her adult life.
That was my sister: loving, loyal, 
tolerant, kind, welcoming, smiling, and 
laughing.

Sylvia Dawn O’Reilly   
nee Grant
September 1, 1926-June 21, 2020

Eulogy

Delivered by Kevin O’Reilly 
(son)

Sylvia O’Reilly is my mother. I am her 
first born. Named after my father, my 

name is also Kevin O’Reilly.
Thank you all for joining us in this 
celebration of my mum’s life especially 
with the challenges of COVID-19 and 
those who have come from off-Island.
Born Sylvia Dawn Grant September 1, 
1926, Moseley, Birmingham England 
to Eunice (nee Bradford) and Reginald 
Emile Duhaut Grant, she was the first of 
six children.  From the beginning Sylvia 
was a bright, inquisitive, and caring 
person with fierce determination.
Reginald (aka Bobby), being mindful 
of the impending war with Germany, 
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Minor Repairs / Small Projects / Tiling / Flooring
Carpentry / Painting / Fencing / Window Cleaning

Pressure Washing
Great Rates!

Phone: 250-889-6351  •  Email: kkzm15012@gmail.com
Pender Island, BC

Handyman Services

decided to send his family to his 
homeland, Jamaica. They left England 
in May of 1938 aboard the steamship 
Jamaica Pioneer, arriving in Kingston 
two weeks later.
Sylvia, or Bee to her family and close 
friends because she was always busy 
with something, attended the prestigious 
Hampton School for Girls as a boarder 
until 1945 at age nineteen.  She was an 
A student with consistently high grades, 
and received many awards. She played 
on the school tennis, hockey, and netball 
teams. While at Hampton School Sylvia 
was a member of The Girl Guides 
Association and earned many badges.  
After leaving school she worked as a 
secretary in Mandeville, then moved to 
Kingston and joined Esso Standard Oil 
and remained there until migrating to 
Canada in 1954.
Sylvia’s father Reginald remained in 
England during the war, manufacturing 
aircraft, but died suddenly following 
surgery, having never returned to his 
family in Jamaica. Bobby had a weakness 
for not paying taxes and, some say, for 
his secretary. Following her father’s 
death Sylvia’s mother Eunice went to 
work in Montego Bay leaving Sylvia 
to care for her five younger siblings. 
Her sister Primrose remembers her 
older brothers were always fighting, her 
twin brother John was always in some 
dreadful trouble, and that she was also 
punished on more than one occasion 
by Sylvia. These years undoubtedly 
equipped Sylvia to deal with her future 
four sons.
Primrose also recalls Sylvia as neatly 
and attractively dressed and actively 
involved in sports.  She was a very 
forthright and positive person with firm 
ideas and strong convictions, although 
generally gentle and soft spoken, and 
also very kind, interacting well with 
others. When Primrose became a 
Guide she was given Sylvia’s Belt and 
Lanyards - a great honour to her.
My mother left Jamaica on her own in 
1954 at twenty-eight.  She travelled 
again by steamship, this time to 
Montreal and started work at a bank.  
Her determination was tested when 
she arrived only to find that her living 
accommodation would not be available 
to her as planned.  In her words, she was 

homeless, and she vowed this would not 
happen to her again.
Sylvia quickly acclimated to Canada. 
She enjoyed the outdoors by camping 
and downhill skiing.
She met her first husband Kevin 
O’Reilly in Toronto and married in May 
of 1956, later having four boys: Kevin, 
Brean, Michael, and Terence.
Sylvia moved to Ottawa in 1961 
following the cancellation of the Avro 
Arrow project.  Ottawa also allowed 
for many outdoor activities including 
camping, downhill skiing in Quebec, and 
summers at the lake cottage. Mum was 
an adventurist, and loved the outdoors. 
She encouraged the family to do the 
same. The cottage started as a vacant lot 
on Otty Lake where we camped, then 
built over several years.  Mum filled the 
place with joy, entertainment, and love.
As the family was growing in Ottawa 
she started secretarial part-time work 
for the NCC, which soon became full-
time work, and she still managed to be 
the family anchor for four rambunctious 
young boys. 

We left Ottawa in 1974 for Delta 
(Tsawwassen) British Columbia to a 
new home and new beginning on the 
West Coast.  Mum and dad travelled 
throughout BC both by car and on the 
ocean by boat. My parents loved the 
adventures and soon decided to make 
Pender Island a getaway and future 
retirement home.
Throughout the years of the family 
growing, Sylvia and Kevin made 
weekend trips to Pender mostly by 
bicycle from their home in Tsawwassen.  
These were the days of low-tech rigid 
steel frame bikes and very limited 
cycling routes, especially to and from 
the ferry terminal along the highway.  
Pender started as an undeveloped treed 
lot where they camped and later built a 
small cabin/shed as an upgrade.  This 
was done with future plans to build a 
home for retirement. 
Retirement came suddenly in 1987 when 
my father, Kevin, suffered a stroke and 
could no longer work.  My parents faced 
a difficult time as Kevin recovered with 
limited physical abilities and a complete 
loss of speech. My mother cared for him 
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F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

during this time and evaluated their next 
move.  Their plans and future dreams 
now appeared dim and they needed 
to decide whether to move forward 
with their retirement plan, or remain 
closer to familiar surroundings.  With 
encouragement and vision from my 
mother, they forged ahead and made 
the move.  My mother had a plan, as 
always, and followed through without 
looking back. 
Pender Island was likely the best choice 
they could have made.  They found the 
community friendly and welcoming and 
my mother wasted little time getting 
involved.  The island renewed their 
sense of purpose and love for being in 
natural surroundings.  As always, my 
mother was the anchor of the household. 
She cared for my father and he too 
thrived in the enjoyment that came from 
the island. 
Delivered by Michael O’Reilly 
(son)

Mum embraced the island life and 
became active as a volunteer at Nu-
To-Yu, the library, and became an avid 
carver for the Bear Mother project at 
the Community Hall, always dressed 

in skirts. She joined the walking 
group, played tennis, and was a fierce 
badminton competitor. Well known as 
the white-haired lady in the Volvo, she 
delighted in just motoring around the 
island. The pipe band especially enjoyed 
her pineapple upside-down cakes.
As a weekender, I (my brother Michael) 
visited often, and was always taken care 
of by my mum.  She quickly developed 
a new hobby and interest - fishing.  She 
pursued fishing as seriously as any of 
her other endeavours by buying a boat 
and learning the ways of an island 
fisherwoman.  She had the utmost 
respect for the local knowledge and 
would carefully engage others at the 
marina for info about the right lure, 
flasher, water depth, etc. that she could 
share with me. I became mum’s fishing 
buddy and spent countless hours on 
the water with her trolling hoochies, 
spoons, plugs, and even a buzz bomb at 
times.  The truth is that she caught most 
of the fish because she listened to the 
advice she’d received, whereas I read 
some books from someone who fished 
up north and spent more time untangling 
the two lines I had incorrectly attached 

to the downrigger. That time spent with 
mum on the water was priceless. These 
were the times of quiet company and 
peaceful moments amongst the whales, 
porpoises, salmon, and mud sharks that 
I’ll always cherish.  The funny thing 
about mum was she loved to fish but 
didn’t really like eating fish. 
Mum survived my father who passed 
after almost 11 years on the island. She 
nurtured the roots they put down here 
and supported him with everything she 
had.  After dad’s passing a new chapter 
began for Sylvia. She continued to 
pursue her interests in fishing, gardening, 
socializing, and volunteering.
Another of mum’s pursuits was 
playing the bagpipes with the Pender 
Highlanders.  Now, I’m not sure of 
the circumstances that inspired mum 
to start the pipes, or exactly when she 
started, but I believe it was around age 
75.  Of course I (my brother Michael) 
was floored when she announced she 
was playing but also a little worried.  
You see, pipers are often rewarded for 
playing various events in the currency 
of beer, and one beer is usually worth 
one pipe tune so pipers know a lot of 
tunes. Mum loved the pipes and loved 
being in the band.  She played as long 
as she could into her eighties.  I have 
to confess that I didn’t understand the 
whole pipe band thing at the time she 
was playing - it was pretty fringe-like in 
my mind but she loved it and that was 
good enough. She often came to visit me 
in Vancouver with her pipes and played 
outside my house to the enjoyment of 
my neighbours. I never actually saw 
her and the band on parade, which is 
regretful because she was so proud of 
being made a band member. I did have 
the pleasure of surprising her on her 85th 
birthday by having her band come to the 
house and play for her. 
She kept herself as busy as ever on 
Pender and seemed happy - but she 
was lonely.  I recall phone calls from 
her at times when she said how lonely 
she was and didn’t know what to do. 
As she continued her many pursuits she 
met a number of companions (I’m only 
aware of a couple but I’m sure there 
were more) eventually settling down 
with Clifford – who had a boat.  Sylvia 
and Clifford spent a great deal of time 
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together both at home and on the water 
and quickly fell in love.  I recall her 
phone call to me one day - she was so 
excited, saying she got a ring!  I didn’t 
know what she meant then she said it 
again, then finally said Clifford gave 
me a ring.  This was her engagement 
and she was thrilled.  We celebrated a 
beautiful wedding here with Mum and 
Clifford in May 2013. Mum delighted 
in Clifford’s company, ever cheerful 
and affectionate whenever they were 
together, either around town or sitting at 
home.  Once again mum showed us how 
there are new beginnings and it’s never 
too late to start a new journey.
Mothers have subtle ways of inspiring 
you that you don’t know of at the time.  
They can plant a seed and carefully 
cultivate it without you knowing, then 
something happens and you change.  
This happened to me with both fishing 
and the bagpipes.  With the bagpipes the 
story is a little more interesting.  During 
one of mum’s birthday celebrations, 
my (my brother’s) son Cameron 
became interested in the bagpipes. 
Mum recognized Cameron’s interest 
and allowed us to take home her pipes 
when Cameron was eleven. Cameron 
quickly learned to play on his own and 
then joined a local pipe band for proper 
lessons.  Remember the part about 
pipers being paid in beer for playing?  
Well this had me worried as I took him 
to weekly band practice and he was the 
youngest member by about thirty years 
- and still eight years from being able 
to have a drink. My wife and I weren’t 
sure this was the right setting for an 
eleven year old so I made a point of 
staying at practice each night to ensure 
this was going to work. As I listened to 

the music I began to enjoy it - this was 
the seed sprouting from being planted 
years ago by mum.  I liked the music so 
much I decided to also join the band and 
learn the snare drum.  My goal was to 
accompany Cameron and for us to play 
for my mum/Gran at some time.  I was 
able to achieve that goal a few weeks 
ago when Cameron and I visited and 
played for mum at her home.  But that 
was small by comparison to mum’s 91th 
birthday when Cameron played solo for 
her - on her bagpipes! 
In the last couple of years mum’s 
strength and cognitive abilities declined.  
With mum’s input we agreed on her 
moving to North Vancouver close to 
me and my family.  This allowed us a 
new opportunity to spend time with her 
without the restrictions of travel to the 
island.  We saw her regularly, took her 
out to see her grandchildren play sports 
and even had her see us play the pipes 
and drum in parades.  Although she 
loved the frequent visits we had with her 
and our regular Sunday dinners together 
she was deeply unhappy.  She missed 
the island and her companion Clifford. 
Then an angel appeared - our sister-in-
law Sandy.  Sandy couldn’t stand to see 
mum unhappy so she stepped up and 
committed to taking mum home and 
providing the ongoing daily support 
needed so she could stay on Pender.  
This had to be one of the best moments 
of mum’s life. 
Sandy graciously provided full-
time care for Mum for her final year.  
They enjoyed the beautiful island 
surroundings, peaceful days, and 
explored it as if they just arrived. And 
her beloved companion Clifford was 
close by once again.
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B & B

By the Sea
Bed & BBQ Grill
South Pender Island, BC

Judith Allen

250-665-4900
480-510-0993 (cell)

JoyalenBouviers@hotmail.com

www.joyalenbouviers.com/
BBPenderIsland/BBPender.html

morning and afternoon

b r e at h E    s t r e t c h     b e  s t i l l     r e l a x     p l ay     J O Y     s t r e n g t h     at t e n t i o n     b a l a n c e     c a l m     a w a r e n e s s     B R E AT H E .  
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yoga classes
morning and afternoon

all levels welcome 

Ph. 250.629.0051
To book a class or for more information:

in small Groups

Mum passed away peacefully on June 
21 following a stroke.  In our hearts she 
passed away on Pender in her home just 
as she wanted.
Delivered by Sandra O’Reilly 
(daughter in-law)

Mum’s final ten months were filled with 
joy.  She was in her own home and close 
to Clifford.
We enjoyed many lunches with Clifford. 
“We will pick you up at 12:30!” she 
would say to Clifford on the phone. 
Mum would be up at the crack of dawn 
to ensure she would be ready for her 
date with Clifford. Dressed, as always, 
impeccably: Skirt always, no pants - 
pants were only worn fishing - matching 
blouse, jacket or sweater, scarf, and 
lipstick. Mum loved her lipstick. After 
lunch, a short drive to see the island 
animals. The llamas and alpacas were 
the favourites. She was so delighted by 
their ‘bangs’ and beautiful colours. Then 
of course the chickens, sheep, and the 
pigs - another favourite to watch. Then 
home for 40 winks.
Aging did not slow her down. We 
engaged in some of what the island 

offered. We joined carpet bowling, and I 
can tell you - her walker did not impede 
her ability to score points! She sure put 
me to shame. “Walker be damned!”
Wednesday nights were Girl Guide 
nights and mum was very eager to go 
with me to attend. She loved the girls 
and took part in all their activities - crafts 
and games, or just chatting with them 
and hearing their stories. Halloween 
proved to be her crème de la crème. I 
adorned her walker with all her beloved 
stuffed animals, and she had her khaki 
blouse and Tilly hat and she became 
“Zoo Keeper Gran.” The girls loved her 
costume (what girl does not love stuffed 
animals) and she got a “best costume” 
vote. Mum was so proud.
We did many trips to Vancouver Island 
and spent many hours waiting in line-
ups at the ferry. So, how did we pass so 
much time you ask? A perfect “picnic in 
the car.” I would pack breakfast or lunch 
and she would enjoy her picnic. A great 
way to pass the time.
One of her hobbies was sitting at her 
breakfast nook and watching the birds 
eating at our many bird feeders. She 
loved the colours on the birds and 
together we would look through the 
bird book to identify them. The deer and 
their fawns brought her squealing with 
delight. “They are just beautiful” she 
would say “just beautiful.”
Mum used those words to describe so 
many things in her life. Just like her, 
everything was “just beautiful.”
When COVID-19 hit, everything 
changed.
We spent countless hours on outings, 
driving around the island. Her, dressed 
impeccably, and even though we were 

not getting out of the car - lipstick was 
a necessity.
We found alpacas to feed; she loved the 
Free Store at recycling, and the Nu-To-
Yu. She could honestly spend an hour 
or more in the recycling Free Store. Nu-
To-Yu was another half day trip that she 
always enjoyed thoroughly.
Oh, and, the many free tables around the 
island to shop at! She loved collecting 
items to put outside the garden. I would 
ask her if she found anything she 
couldn’t live without, and she would 
giggle. Most of the time, the answer was 
a “Not today.”
Mum loved having her legs and back 
rubbed at night before going to sleep. A 
few minutes of this and she could hardly 
keep her eyes open. “Sleep well and 
sweet dreams” was her sign off. 
COVID-19 brought on another change, 
and that was that we had Sunday dinners 
at home with Clifford. She so looked 
forward to him coming for dinner. It 
was an afternoon/evening of giggles and 
enjoyment.
Mum and Clifford had a tradition every 
night. Clifford would call her at 7 pm 
every night without fail, and mum 
would wait anxiously for his call. Thirty 
to forty minutes was a short call. She 
cherished those evening talks.
Her last supper was spent with Clifford 
on Friday night June 19. I was returning 
from Vancouver and Dianna was at the 
house with Mum. Clifford told me they 
had a wonderful night full of good food, 
good wine, and great conversation. A 
perfect evening.
I had a great group of ladies helping to 
support me in taking care of Mum. Elise, 
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Yvonne, Bonnie, Dianne, Lorraine, 
Rachael, Louise, and Eva. Thank you!
Our final trip together was on the 
helicopter from Pender Island to Victoria 
General. I will cherish that ride.
To my husband Terry, thank you for your 
sacrifice in allowing me to be with your 
Mum, and my wonderful brothers in-
law Kevin and Michael, thank you for 
giving me the privilege and honour to 
be with my friend and mother in-law in 
her final months. I will miss her terribly.
Remembrance by Diane Grant 
(niece)

Sylvia has always been my favourite 
aunt. Through the years we kept in touch 
on each other’s birthday, at Christmas 
and various other times throughout the 
year.
I will always tip my hat to Sylvia for 
making really great choices in life, 
one of which was her decision to live 
permanently on beautiful Pender Island. 
I have photos of her holding up a huge 
fish that she caught herself and another 
of her feeding an island deer in her yard 
with Smokey the cat watching nearby.
She looks so happy with her life in her 
beautiful home on the island she loved. 
I also admired the way she embraced 
colour. Her fondness for turquoise and 
purple in her wardrobe showed her great 
sense of style and originality.
I will truly miss my beloved aunt.
Remembrance by Kevin O’Reilly 
(son)

Lone Piper

Many years ago I attended a funeral. 
Arriving early at the cemetery, I sat down 
in the adjoining building waiting for the 
casket to arrive. A short while later the 
haunting sound of the bagpipes began 
to fill the air. Surprised that the pipes 
were playing on this occasion, I walked 
over to find the players. At the cemetery 
gate I found the source of the music - a 
lone piper.  While enjoying the music, 
the procession came into view. Slowly 
my eyes followed the casket moving 
past the piper and proceeding into the 
cemetery. Looking back I re-focused on 
the piper - the piper played without a 
single moment of falter or pause.  There 
I saw a person of magnificent strength, 
style, and grace. That lone piper was 

my mother. But there was something 
that made this event so extraordinarily 
special. No parent should have to bury 
one of their children: The casket that 
she had just piped into the cemetery 
carried her dead son, Brean - my 
younger brother. That is one of the most 
powerful images I have of my mother: 
magnificent strength, style, and grace.

Ivy Pearson

The badminton club is sorry to report 
the passing of Ivy Pearson. She 

was a long-time player and resident 
of Pender Island. Her quiet and calm 
presence will be missed.
Peter  Taylor

the arts

Pender Island Art Society

Well, things are 
pretty quiet on the 

Art Society front as you 
may imagine. Between 

COVID-19 and the garden, there’s not 
too much art happening at all, at least 
at my house. The upside is at least my 
garden looks better than usual!
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Adam Olsen MLA
Saanich North & the Islands

Thank you for
the opportunity
to serve you in 
the legislature.

I love the work that I do. 
It fires me up every day! 
WWe are in that chamber 
with integrity, standing 
up for what matters to us, 
and staying true to our values.  

The executive has been trying to pick a 
new path through our current situation. 
As of right now, that path looks virtual. 
Our website looks like the best way right 
now to keep members involved in the 
society. Hopefully a number of people 
will submit art activities/challenges that 
we can upload so members can access 
them off the website. Sarah’s spring 
workshop that had to be cancelled is 
on there now and only accessible to 
members. As most of you are aware, 
members can share artwork and have 
the opportunity to offer it for sale on 
the website if they wish. We hope to be 
able to hold an art show at the end of 
November, but we’ll need to see what 
the restrictions are around gathering 
in groups and how realistic hosting an 
actual show is.
Of course, our AGM is a big ticket item 
in September. This year it is scheduled 
for September 14 in the Community Hall 
lounge. If we are unable to gather, we 
will try a “Zoom” AGM. In the fall, the 
executive will suggest that membership 
remains at $35 for the year. There are a 
number of reasons for this:

• we will need to pay for website main-
tenance

• you never know when we’ll be able 
to gather for group sessions again and 
we will need some funds to do so

• workshops such as Sarah’s can be put 
onto the website and are for members 
only at this point

As we ramp up the year, I encourage 
everyone in the group, especially 
those who’ve never held a spot on the 
executive, to think about playing a bit 
more of an active role in the group. 
Volunteerism is a way of life on 
Pender and certainly for me personally, 
becoming involved in the group was 
a great way to ease both the transition 
from working life to retirement as well 
as helping me get to know other people 
in a new community. Compared to 
many volunteer tasks on-island, being 
a member of the executive on PIAS is 
very manageable. Unlike the library or 
Nu-To-Yu, we don’t have scheduled 
shifts, just a few meetings during the 
year and from there whatever tasks you 
sign up for.  For instance, most months 
I spend about two hours donating time 
to the club. If we do have an executive 
meeting, it’s about four hours for the 
month’s total, not too painful at all. 
Laura Dunsmuir is resigning from her 
role of organizing sessions. Although 
I’m willing to stay on the executive, 
I would like to pass the Secretary’s 
position to someone else. Perhaps a 
“Director at Large” would work for you, 
where you could pick and choose some 
aspect to learn about and be sure things 
won’t feel like too much.
A total aside, I’m not sure if you noticed, 
but there was a great article in “Aqua” 
magazine on member Heather Duncan. 

It focused on her fibre art but I’ve sure 
noticed her artistic abilities in other art 
media as well!
Brenda S ledz insk i ,  Secre tary

Pender Island   
Celtic Music Society

With the pipe band 
and ceilidh band 

practicing again, albeit 
outdoors and on a flexible 
schedule, we have the 

Pipe  Major  Larry  Dempster 
model l ing  the  Ramsay  tar tan 
mask .   Photo  by  Caren  Rennie
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opportunity to check in with one another 
and share ideas.  One such occasion in 
mid-June, someone asked if there was 
anything planned for the upcoming 
Canada Day.  Of course there wasn’t, 
given ongoing public health restrictions 
regarding public gatherings.  This 
didn’t stop piper Caroline McKay who 
suggested, with her usual enthusiasm, 
that the band could provide an 
impromptu, unadvertised performance 
at the Driftwood Centre: “It’s Canada 
Day...we have to do something.”  Group 
discussion showed enough interest to 
warrant pursuing the idea. 
The band was welcomed at the 
Driftwood Centre at 11 am July 1. 
Twelve players positioned themselves 
at 6-foot intervals forming a huge circle 
on the lawn.  The drummers could be 
seen wearing the band’s Ramsay tartan 
masks, made and donated by Krys 
Kinowski.  Thank you, Krys.  Since no 
parade march was involved, we simply 
played a few of our most popular pieces, 
sang O Canada accompanied by Jan 
Wallace on the accordion, and ended 
with one of the all time favorites, Green 
Hills, Battle’s O’er. 
Having completed our public 
performance, a private one followed.  
Pipe Major Larry Dempster had 
suggested that we take this opportunity 
to acknowledge longtime band supporter 
Dave Williams at his home.  This meant 
carrying our instruments a few yards 
down Razor Point Road.  Our reward 
was seeing the big smile on Dave’s face 
as we ended our short performance with 
Highland Cathedral.
In contrast to our traditional Canada 
Day festivities, this was a minimal effort 
but, as one band member put it, “It was 

like an emotional homecoming after 
such a long period of fearful isolation.”  
And all that under the new Canadian 
flag flying proudly over the Driftwood 
Centre.
Marie  Dion

Pender Island   
Community Choir

At our AGM on Friday, July 17, 
we reviewed our past season and 

prepared for the season to come.  
Most of the choir board has remained 
for the next season and will meet soon 

to discuss plans for the fall.  Our priority 
continues to be the safety and wellbeing 
of our members as we look for a way 
to keep singing in these socially distant 
times.  
The board will send out an email to 
the choir after their meeting.  Past 
communications can be read in the 
announcements page of our website 
www.tinyurl.com/penderchoir.
Sing often, stay well.
Graham Garl ick

Canada Day 2020 impromptu gathering at the Driftwood respecting COVID-19 protocols. Photo by Caren Rennie
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Pender Island   
Quilters’ Circle

Greetings from 
your Quilters’ 

Circle executive. 
Plans are underway for a soft start at our 
9:30 am meeting on Monday, September 
14 at the Anglican Parish Hall. We are 
hoping that COVID-19 is under control 
here on Pender Island and beyond and 
that we can meet for our opening day. We 
will have all protocols in place for a safe 
and secure opening. We will ask that all 
members bring along a mask. We will 
have tables set up at a safe distance so 
we can all enjoy our time together. If the 
report is not good, we will be planning 
a Zoom meeting with Susan Purney-
Mark on that morning and members will 
be given the procedure to follow, if and 
when that becomes necessary. There 
is an idea afoot to put a display at the 
Driftwood in the window at the end of 
August. Members will be getting an 
email to see who would put something 
in and who would like to help with the 
display. Please get in touch with Laura if 
you are willing to help.
We are very proud of our lovely member 
Heather Duncan who has been featured 
in the Aqua Gulf Islands Living 
Magazine in the summer issue of July/
August. It is a great article about this 
very talented woman in her favourite 
medium of painting with wool. 
Quoting Heather, she explained the 
process of rubbing, rolling, turning can 
take about two hours but the end result 
can be very creative and intriguing. 
The article was very well written and 
so true about this great artist. Some 
lovely pictures of her work were also 

added in the article. I hope you all had 
a chance to read the article. A copy will 
be at the meeting in September if you 
didn’t.
So, cross your fingers that September 
can go ahead. We will be starting 
with Show and Tell. Over the summer 
many of you have been creating some 
wonderful works. COVID-19 has kept 
us close to home and closer to our 
sewing machines. We will look forward 
to seeing what you have produced. 
Show and Tell will be followed by the 
election of our new executive. Many 
of our present team have decided to 
take on the next session and we are 
very happy to hear that. If you have a 
desire to lend a hand in this very busy 
and exciting committee, please let Ann 
England know and she will be happy to 
put your name on the ballot. Jeannine 
has already stepped up for the Vice-
President position so we are well on the 
way for a full slate for the coming year.  
Later in the morning, Laura Vilness will 
be stepping us through, for the October 
meeting, the Baltimore Album square.  
Please stay tuned for more instructions 
for that.
We welcome all new quilters to join us 
at our regular meetings, once a month on 
the second Monday. Everyone is most 
welcome. You will find this group of 
women very willing to share and teach 
great new techniques.  Stay safe, wear a 
mask in public, enjoy your bubble.
Karen  Gagnier

Pender Solstice   
Theatre Society

The Pender Solstice 
Theatre Society 

was founded in 1991, 
so next year, we will 

be celebrating its thirtieth anniversary. 
And in anticipation of the event, we 
have gathered recollections from 
some past and present members that 
we will be posting on a regular basis 
throughout the summer. If you have a 
story or a memory of Solstice, don’t be 
shy in sharing, we would love to hear 
from you too, so please email us at 
pendersolstice@gmail.com or reach out 
to us on facebook. Here are a few stories 
that have been shared already:
Helen Lemon-Moore reminisces. “Back 
in 1999 in Goodnight Desdemona, 
Good Morning Juliet, Steeve Larouche 
went out for a smoke and a pee during 
intermission, and for some reason, the 

Barb remembers Crimes of the Heart
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hall doors were locked, and he couldn’t 
get back in. Someone called “Where’s 
Steeve? He should be at stage left and he 
isn’t.” Suddenly, there was a pounding 
on the door at the bottom of the stairs, 
and we found him locked out and in 
a panic. He rushed up the stairs and 
walked on stage with his heart beating 
frantically but just in time for his cue, 
and the audience didn’t suspect a thing!”
Joyce Davis recollects that “In Goodnight 
Desdemona we had an amazing, well-
rehearsed and choreographed sword fight 
between Sheila Jordan as Constance and 
Kim Davis as Othello with real but dull 
swords. Kim was supposed to slice low in 
an attempt to cut off Sheila’s legs and she 
was to jump over his sword. However, 
during one performance they were not in 
sync, and Kim hit her with full force on 
the leg. Sheila completed the scene, then 
as soon as she was out of the audience’s 
view, limped off in pain and collapsed on 
the stairs. She was in agony, but when 
her cue came, she got back on stage as 
if nothing had happened. What an actress 
and what a bruise!” 
Barb Pender remembers Treasure 
Island, Solstice’s first-ever production 
in 1991. “Michele Marsden and I had a 
sword fight down the centre aisle in the 
audience and to flashing lights no less. 
And there was a vivid death scene on the 
steps. And also the birthday cake scene 
in Crimes of the Heart was memorable 
because the audience sang happy 
birthday to me instead of Lenny on my 
60th birthday. I was playing a 30-year-
old, and stuffing humongous pieces of 
cake into my mouth when it happened.”
Keith Smith recalls that some of the 
best laughs occurred during rehearsals 
when tears were literally rolling down 
people’s faces.
And some of the most notable moments 
on stage came from the Pantos such 
as the audience response whenever 
Cinderella did her dress transformation, 
and Wren Wilde’s face as she basked 
in the tidal wave of sound. Then there 
were Helen Lemon-Moore’s ad-lib 
magic spells when the Pumpkin coach 
wouldn’t open. When Keith and Rob 
Dill were the ugly sisters, crowds of men 
lined up at the end of the play to have 
their photos taken with them, and Keith 
claims he got three marriage proposals 

from that gig alone.
Barry and Clare Mathias remember in 
the production of Dracula, there was a 
scene where Kim Davis had to land a 
punch, but on the second night he was 
somewhat overzealous and what nobody 
realized was that Barry’s very realistic 
collapse was due to his being knocked 
unconscious for a short time.
Steeve Larouche recalls, “in Don’t Dress 
For Dinner, my character was having a 
hard day and I was with fellow actor 
Greg Lucas. In the scene, I was to drink 
three tumblers of booze as I spilled my 
guts out to him. Each of us had no idea 
the booze was real and straight up. I 
never eat before a performance, but holy 
crap I wish I’d had that night. I made 
it through the scene, but the slur was 
real. Thank God I sweated the booze out 
from the hot lights.”
Rutger  Kamphuis

Ptarmigan Arts

Summer is well 
underway, and we 

would normally be 
gearing up for our second 
year of the Mosaic Arts & 
Culture Festival. Because 

of the pandemic, however, we’re taking 
this year off and look forward to bringing 
you a weekend of music, art, and fun for 
the whole family on the August long 
weekend next year. Mark your calendars 
for July 31 and August 1, 2021 and we 
will see you there!
Summer School of the Arts

We’ve already had one awesome week 
of Art in Nature and Music Discovery 
Camp, led by our facilitators Ilse 
Phillips and Ben McConchie, and there 
are a few spots left for the second week 
of camp August 17-21 for ages 6-12. 
The cost is $185 for the week with a $50 
sibling discount if you have more than 
one child attending. Get all the info and 
register on our website.
Painting With Passion

Have you always wanted to try painting 
but didn’t know where to start? Or 
perhaps you are already a painter but 
want to expand your practice? Local 
professional artist and educator Kathleen 
Theriault will be leading an eight-week 

online painting course for folks of all 
abilities to help you grow your artistic 
practice, find your creative voice, and 
learn new techniques and methods. 
The classes will be happening online 
via Zoom on Tuesdays from 1 - 2 pm 
starting August 18. The course is being 
offered with a sliding scale fee; get all 
the info and register on our website.
Pondside Productions   
concert series

There are still a few tickets left for the 
last of this year’s concert series featuring 
a solo concert by me (Lauren Mann) 
over two nights, August 22 and 23 at 
7 pm. I’ll be playing some new songs 
from a brand new album I’m releasing 
this fall and can’t wait to share them 
with you! Tickets available through the 
Ptarmigan Arts website.
Community Gathering

We are so happy to be doing the 
Community Gathering in person again. 
The Friday gatherings are happening 
from 12 - 1 pm outside at the Hall with 
food by local vendors. Bring a picnic 
blanket and enjoy some physically 
distanced live music for the whole 
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family. This month you’ll hear music by 
Tim & Charlie Dynamic Duo on August 
7, Beni & Thais Beattie (newly married 
and new to Pender) on August 14, Ben 
McConchie on August 21, and Deer & 
Coyote on August 28.
The Gallery at Ptarmigan Arts

In the Gallery this month, our first 
volunteer curator, Monica Bennet, will 
be presenting Islands Wild. Following an 
open call for all local 2D and 3D artists, 
Monica has hung a show that celebrates 
the wild islands of Pender. Please visit 
our website for up-to-date hours and 
more information on how to show your 
work with us, submit a curator proposal, 
or join our team of dedicated volunteers.
Pender Island  
Short Film Festival

We were very sad to have had to postpone 
our 5th annual Short Film Festival this 
past spring, and have worked on a plan 
to bring you a re-imagined festival 
on Labour Day weekend! We will be 
showing short films from filmmakers 
on Pender and surrounding islands 
on September 4 and 5 at 7 pm at the 
Community Hall, with limited tickets 

available each night and sadly no red 
carpet or concession. We still want this 
to be a fabulous night though, so dress 
up and bring a non-alcoholic beverage 
with you to enjoy!
For filmmakers: We want to see what 
you’ve been creating! All genres 
are accepted, and films must be 
under 20 minutes. Send your film to 
penderfilmfest@gmail.com. Submission 
deadline is August 15.
For information on any of the above 
programs and The Gallery, visit our 
website www.ptarmiganarts.org. 
Lauren  Mann

Community serviCes

Community Paramedic 
Corner

As always, we are here for you!  So 
let us know what you need.

Perhaps you are interested in a virtual 
event?  Maybe you want to learn Infant 
CPR?  Learn how salt affects your blood 
pressure and heart function?  Or how to 
prepare your Advanced Directive?  Or 
you want some exercises you can do at 
your kitchen sink!  You don’t have to 
be a large group; zoom works best with 
smaller numbers, so even two of you at 
once is fine!
Let us know if you or someone you care 
about could use a phone check-in each 
week.
If you would like a home visit (we should 
be able to soon), let your doctor or nurse 
know you would like a Community 
Paramedic.  All of our services are free 
to our community.

Here are some of August’s 
events.

Friday Health Forums,   
with Alyssa

In lieu of being able to meet in person, 
Alyssa is holding these weekly 
discussions about various health 
topics.  She is providing a supportive 
environment to discuss health issues that 
might be relevant to you or those you 
care about.  Each meeting has a general 
health topic, and she is also open to your 
ideas and input.  See below on how to 
connect to these meetings. 
Multiple Sclerosis Support 
Group, with Kathryn

I would like to invite you to attend a 
support group for those experiencing 
Multiple Sclerosis, or any on-going or 
recurring illness.  The idea of this group 
is to provide resources, information, and 
connection to others in our community, 
in a supportive, judgement-free 
environment.   I will have a topic each 
meeting as a starting point, followed 
by discussion amongst the group’s 
participants.    Having an illness can 
be very isolating, so it can help so 
much knowing others are experiencing 
something similar.  Then, learning how 
others cope can give us new tools to 
help navigate through life.    
In July, our topic was about how mood 
and self-identity are affected by having 
an illness.  In August, we will be 
discussing fatigue and sleep.
We meet the fourth Wednesday of each 
month, at 11 am - 1 pm, in the school 
field.  Bring your chair, and your mask, 
and we will be appropriately distanced. 
Contact

We now have a Community Paramedic 
page on Facebook: CP Pender Island.  
We’ll be posting information about 
events we’re planning to hold, and you 
can send us messages if you have any 
suggestions for something you’d like to 
learn about.  
Alyssa, 250-221-0754
Kathryn, 250-221-1547
Or email: CP.PenderIsland@bcehs.ca
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Friday Health Forums 
Fridays from 3 - 4 pm

You can connect via Zoom https://phsa.
zoom.us/j/99219507062?pwd=SGltSTl
CemRibzBFVXV4OVA4VVNUQT09
Meeting ID: 992 1950 7062
Password: 173687
Or telephone 1-855-703-8985 (toll free)
Meeting ID: 992 1950 7062
Password: 173687
Kathryn  Eaglehear t

Magic Lake Water and 
Sewer Local Services  
Committee

As we slide into the last half of 
summer, our water levels continue 

to be above average, thanks in part 
to all the rain we have received and 
the community being conscientious 
of water use.  Your committee met 
in July to review a few outstanding 
issues and overall, nothing major to 
report.  The water treatment plant 
continues to produce drinkable water, 
however with rotating algae blooms 
our operators struggle with maintaining 
the appropriate mix of Buck Lake 
to Magic Lake and occasionally the 
chlorine levels are elevated to deal with 
mother nature. The sewage treatment 
plants continue to struggle, and they 
are looking forward to being repaired, 
upgraded, and replaced.
We have had a very different summer 
and it continues; the much-anticipated 
usual AGM held in August will not be 
happening.  The CRD is working on 
how to hold these ever-popular events 
for all the commissions and committees 
throughout the district.  I am sure we 

will receive instructions in due course, 
but until then, the usual replacement or 
renewal of your committee members is 
delayed, and they will have their terms 
extended by the CRD.
The other question on everyone’s 
mind…how to make the one-time 
lump sum payment towards the sewer 
infrastructure upgrade. We have the 
answer, almost.  Your committee will 
be meeting in August to pass a draft 
bylaw permitting the one-time payment; 
it will then go to the CRD Board for 
ratification and become a current bylaw.  
After which the advertising will begin 
and you can look for instructions: in the 
third quarter utility billing, mail sent 
to the address your property taxes go 
to, and advertising in The Pender Post.  
We will be able to make the payment 
by Money Order or Certified Cheque 
prior to year end. We appreciate 2020 
is a financially hard year for everyone, 
however as we had offered the option of 
the one-time payment at the open house, 
we felt it important not to renege on this. 
At the time of writing this, surveying 
has been done, roads marked up, and 
most of the test pits have been dug, 
leaving Stantec to prepare the project 
requirements for the Request for 
Proposal for replacement of the major 
issues within the collection system as 
they were laid out in phase one. 
Just putting this out there…did you 
know the surface of Magic Lake is at a 
higher elevation than Buck Lake?
Kathy  Hes lop ,  for  the  commit tee

Moving Around Pender
MAP

Our Bus has been sold. 
This is good; we 

are pleased it remains on 
the Island, and we were 
concerned over its lack of 
use this year. However, we 

will miss it. We hope that in the not-too-
distant future we will get the funding for 
another bus, electric (?), and the money 
to pay our remarkable drivers who were 
volunteers for three years for the benefit 
of Islanders.
MAP is in the process of negotiating 
with the other smaller Gulf Islands to 
establish a Transportation Commission. 
It is our hope that such a Commission will 
allow us to move towards establishing 
a safer and less car-dependent society. 
But, as most of you realize, the wheels 
of local government turn slowly.
COVID-19 has slowed our development 
of the proposed trail from Magic Lake 
to the School, but as soon as public 
meetings once again become possible, 
we look forward to explaining how this 
trail will be developed, and getting your 
feedback.
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Many of you have taken advantage of 
the new George Trail, which we manage 
and maintain. Grateful thanks to the 
landowner who has made this fabulous 
walk possible. Thanks also to the Wein 
Family for enabling us to establish the 
much-used trail on their land. This has 
enabled walkers and bikers to travel 
safely along the side of a fast and 
potentially dangerous road. Unlike the 
infamous, still-to-be-completed trail on 
Mayne, which will eventually cost in 
excess of $3 million (!), our trails have 
been completed with small grants and 
lots of enthusiasm. You should join us.
We have been holding our meetings 
via Zoom, but our next meeting will be 
outside the Community Hall after the 
Market at 1:15 pm on Saturday, August 
8. All are welcome to attend.
Barry  Mathias

Outer Gulf Islands RCMP

It has been a crazy year 
with a slow start to 

summer, but hopefully the 
sunshine is here to stay.
This climate is just one of 

the many reasons we are all so fortunate 
to call this area home and is also what 
brings so many visitors to the islands.  
With all the extra people enjoying this 
beautiful part of the country it doesn’t 
take long for our narrow roads to become 
congested with the increased numbers 
of pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicles. 
This can lead to some close calls and 
near misses between the various types 
of transportation all trying to share one 
lane.
With public safety being of paramount 
importance to Police, the Outer Gulf 

Islands RCMP would like to remind 
everyone to slow down, take your time, 
be courteous, and embrace the laid-back 
Gulf Island way.
Some tips for embracing the Island 
mindset on the roadways are:
• Pedestrians: Walk facing the traffic 

so you can see what is approaching 
you. This enables you to easily share 
the roadway by stepping aside and 
maybe even add a friendly wave to 
the vehicles or cyclists that pass by 

• Cyclists: Despite the narrow steep 
roads, stay as close to the shoulder as 
possible, be aware of the traffic be-
hind you, and don’t be afraid to pull 
off the road in a safe place to enjoy a 
water break in the beautiful scenery 
while the vehicle traffic clears.

• Vehicles:  Slow down, give yourself 
extra time to enjoy the beautiful sce-
nic drives that make up our commu-
nities. Vehicles are the bigger entity 
on the roadway and need to display 
that “bigger person mentality.” Lead 
by example: be patient, courteous, 
and when needing to pass pedestrians 
or cyclists wait for a safe time and do 
so while abiding by traffic laws.       

For those who have trouble embracing 
the slower pace and laid-back lifestyle, 
the Outer Gulf Islands RCMP would like 
to remind them that traffic enforcement 
continues to be a priority in all of the 
communities we serve. Subsequently 
some of the less courteous and dangerous 
behaviour could result in violation 
tickets under the Motor Vehicle Act, 
Criminal Code investigations, or serious 
injury and/or death.  

Just a few of the Motor Vehicle Act 
violation tickets that could be issued:
• Careless Cycling $109
• Cycle without required helmet $29
• Vehicles Pass unsafely $109
• Drive without consideration $368 

plus 3 point on licence
• Pass without a Clear view $109 plus 

3 point on licence 
• Fail to Park off Road way $109
• Obstruct traffic by Parking $81  
The Outer Gulf Islands RCMP hope 
you enjoy your summer in a safe and 
responsible manner. We invite everyone, 
across the Gulf Islands, to assist us in 
taking appropriate action to ensure our 
roads and communities are as safe as 
possible.  This means calling to provide 
details as they occur, in real time, so that 
these issues can be actioned as quickly 
as possible. For non-emergencies, we 
can be reached at the Outer Gulf Islands 
RCMP detachment at 629-6171 and of 
course, do not hesitate to call 911 in the 
event of an emergency.
Cst .  Brent  Shemi l t ,  Outer  Gul f 
I s lands  RCMP Media  l ia i son

Pender Earth
The Pender Island’s    
Big Tree Registry

Do you have a big tree in your back 
yard?  If so, get ready to nominate 

it for the Pender Island’s Big Tree 
Registry!
Pender Earth’s “Trees-to-Sea” interest 
group is gearing up to create the 
Pender Islands Big Tree Registry (“the 
Registry”), modelled after UBC’s 
provincial registry and Gabriola’s 
Island-specific registry. We will be 
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collecting data on the species, location, 
and size of big trees across North and 
South Pender Islands and we need your 
help!  The success of the Registry will 
depend on the participation of Pender 
Islanders who are invited to nominate the 
big trees in their lives. The development 
of the Registry is being supported by the 
Raincoast Conservation Foundation as 
part of the Gulf Islands Forest Project 
that they launched in October 2019.  
Shauna Doll heads this project and loves 
to share her knowledge with members 
of the Pender community.   
The aim of the Gulf Islands Forest Project 
is to better understand threats to forest 
health and to discover ways to protect 
the trees and forest ecosystems that make 
the Gulf Islands unique and remarkable.  
We are still working on developing a 
web page and support guide to teach 
folks how to measure and nominate big 
trees and have plans to officially launch 
the registry in the fall.  In the meantime 
to prepare for this community-driven 
project, we encourage you to download 
the iNaturalist app, a convenient tool 
that allows you to upload and identify 
the images taken on your nature walks 
- including plants (trees!), amphibians, 
insects, and bird species.  It also 
connects you with fellow naturalists 
who can help you ID species you are 
unsure about.  Using iNaturalist is a 
great way to prepare for the registry 
launch!  Watch for updates in the next 
issue of the Pender Post and/or email 
Shauna at shauna@raincoast.org or 
Pender Earth at penderearth@gmail.
com for more information on how to get 
involved!
Shauna Dol l

Pender Island   
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care & Family 
Resource Centre

Children learn as they play. More 
importantly, in play, children learn how 
to learn. ~ O. Fred. Donaldson

Thank you 
to all the 

families that 
support Dragonfly Child Care and our 
drop in Family Resource Programs. We 
look forward to seeing you and perhaps 
some new faces in September.
Parents and Babes

We are making plans to run Parents 
and Babes each Monday morning 

from 9 - 11:30 am at Dragonfly Centre 
beginning on September 14. While the 
programming may be slightly modified, 
we understand the value of our families 
staying connected and reducing 
isolation during the winter months. For 
those new to Pender Island, this is a free 
drop-in program for parents, caregivers, 
and their children. The space allows us 
to enjoy healthy snacks, connect with 
other parents and children, and access 
developmentally appropriate toys and 
books. Thanks to Victoria Foundation 
and the Pender Island Child Care 
Society, this program is free.
Healthy Opportunities for  
Preschoolers (HOP)

We are also making plans to operate HOP 
each Wednesday morning beginning on 
September 16 in the school gymnasium 
from 9 - 10:15 am, and 10:15 - 11 am 
in classroom #3. While there may be 
some changes to this program, we 
encourage parents and children ages 1-5 

to come on out and join Rowie Symons 
as she sets up new activities each week. 
Children and parents/caregivers are 
encouraged to play together, engage in 
physical activities and learn new skills. 
There will be hockey and badminton 
stations, obstacle courses, hula hoops, 
plasma cars and much, much, more. 
HOP is a wonderful way to connect with 
your child and their peers. Thanks to the 
Pender Island School and the CRD, this 
program is free.
Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast

Sarah and Steve hope to host Dad n’ 
Me Pancake Breakfast again this fall 
one Saturday each month. This is a 
great opportunity for children to treat 
their dads, uncles, grandpas, or friends 
to breakfast at Dragonfly Centre. Come 
on out and play with your kids and meet 
some of your children’s friends and their 
dads. Thanks to the Ministry of Children 
and Families, this drop in program is free.
Tru Value Spirit Board

As a non-profit organization we rely on 
donations, grants, and in kind support 
from our generous community and 
partners. Please consider contributing 
1% of your groceries to #15 on Tru 
Value’s Community Spirit Board.
Open House

Our open house will be somewhat 
different this year to keep Dragonfly 
staff and families safe and healthy. 
We encourage families with children 
registered in our child care to join us 
outside in Dragonfly’s yard anytime 
between 9 - 11 am on Tuesday, 
September 8. Staff will take one family 
at a time into the centre to get acquainted 
with the space and locate your child’s 
cubby.  
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Child Care

We have space in our licensed multi-age 
child care on Wednesdays and Fridays 
9 am - 1 pm or 9 am - 4:45 pm. As a 
not-for-profit organization, our child 
care centre has two educators on the 
floor each day. These professionals 
offer deep listening and respect for each 
child and invite opportunities to engage 
in play and deepen their connection 
to nature and place. The government 
initiated program, titled A New Day for 
Families, means that we have opted into 
the parent reduction fee program. Also, 
the new Affordable Child Care Benefit 
is helping more families with the cost of 
child care. The link to this site is:   
gov.bc.ca/affordablechildcarebenefit
If you would like further information 
on Dragonfly activities, you can contact 
Sarah Conley at 629-3039 or by email 
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com.  
The website is www.dragonflycentre.ca.
Sarah Conley

Pender Islands   
Conservancy
Exciting news! 

We are joining forces 
with the Pender 

Island Field Naturalists.  
The Field Naturalists and 

the Conservancy have a similar focus on 
the natural world, and there is a lot of 
overlap in our mandates and activities. 
In the past, both groups have co-
sponsored projects and seminars, and 
a large portion of our members belong 
to both groups. Thus, it made sense 
to merge our two organizations.  The 
strong educational mandate of the Field 
Naturalists to provide speakers and 
plan trips to explore the natural world 
will continue under the Conservancy 
banner.  Two board members of the 
Field Naturalists, including Bob 
Vergette, the chair of the PIFN board, 
will join the board of the Conservancy.  
We are enthusiastic about the future 
of this combined organization and are 
happy to welcome the members of the 
Field Naturalists to the Community. For 
more information, check out the Field 
Naturalists’ report on page 38.

More exciting news!

For the first time in 27 years, the Pender 
Islands Conservancy has a home! By the 
time you read this, we will have opened 
the Pender Conservancy Nature Centre 
in Hope Bay on July 25. Come visit our 
space and learn about all the projects we 
have on the go around the community, 
how you can help protect land on Pender 
- and pick up a t-shirt, ball cap, or cloth 
tote bag while you’re there! (All of our 
products are made of 100% organic 
cotton, following fair labour practices). 
We’ll have lots of information and 
brochures on native and invasive plants, 
protected and sensitive ecosystems on 
Pender, as well as nearshore, intertidal, 
forest, and wildlife ecology. Celebrate 
the beauty of our islands with us, in your 
very own Nature Centre on Pender! 
We will be open Wednesday - Sunday 
from 10 am - 3 pm and have physical 
distancing and COVID-19 safety 
protocols in place.
Kelp mapping project

We need your help to map the kelp!  The 
Pender Islands Conservancy Association 
is helping with an ongoing bull kelp 
mapping project being run jointly by 
various Conservancy Associations 
around the Salish Sea.
Bull Kelp is a large seaweed that grows 
in underwater forests in coastal waters 
from Alaska to California.  They are 
crucial to the ecosystems of the coast 
as they provide habitat to an incredible 
variety of organisms, from plankton to 
crustaceans, snails to small salmon, sea 
otters to waterfowl.
Unfortunately, it appears that the 
kelp forests in the Salish Sea may be 
declining. This is of great concern, but 
there is little data about the previous 
sizes of kelp beds other than anecdotal 
observations.   Thus, volunteers have 
been mapping out and monitoring kelp 
beds in the Salish Sea for several years 
using handheld GPS devices. 
If you are handy with a canoe or kayak 
and wish to participate in this important 
citizen science project, you would be 
most welcome. The time commitment is 
4 hours on training day and 3-4 hours 
each day for 2-3 mapping days.
Mapping consists of outlining the edges 
of beds using the GPSs to mark way 
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points approximately every five meters, 
noting the beginning and end way point 
on data sheets for every group or bed of 
kelp being mapped. Since kelp beds do 
not necessarily grow in tidy round beds, 
this can sometimes mean considerable 
maneuvering on the part of the person 
paddling.  Those with canoes or two-
person kayaks can split up the tasks: one 
person paddles and the other collects 
the data.  We augment the data with 
comments and photographs as well.
Mapping takes place for an hour each 
side of low tide in mid to late August 
(which is when the kelp is the largest and 
easiest to see).  This means two hours 
mapping, and .5 to 1 hour to unload and 
paddle out to the sites, coming back 
again, and loading up our boats when 
the mapping is done. 
This year the training will be held on 
Sunday, August 16 and the mapping will 
take place from August 17 to 19. We 
have August 20, 28 and 29 as back-ups 
dates if the weather is not cooperating.
If people do not have their own canoes 
or kayaks, we can borrow or rent them. 
Please contact Elizabeth at 250-539-
8843 or info@penderconservancy.org 
for more information.
Heads up for     
September and October 

The Earth Day Beach Clean-up which 
was postponed in April will be held 
on September 16, and the AGM was 
postponed to October 3.  See next 
month’s issue of The Pender Post for 
more details.
El izabeth  Mi les

Pender Island   
Farmers’ Institute
The Farmers’ Institute has received 
funding from the federal government 
Youth Employment and Skills Program 
for two people age 15-30:
• to support the Farmers’ Market and 

local farmers in need of labour, and
• for the development of year-round 

market gardens on North and South 
Pender Islands.   Young people are 
invited to apply as soon as possible 
to Box 38 Pender Island V0N 2M0 or 
firhill@live.ca.  Job description: The 

intern would be assisting with the 
production of year-round vegetable 
production on several farms.  The 
intern would also learn the skill of 
saving seeds and would help with this 
aspect of the farm operations.  The 
intern would also learn the process 
in achieving and maintaining organic 
certification.

We are fortunate to have Robin 
Tunnicliffe as a mentor and we welcome 
other mentors who want to help teach 
skills. Robin has managed Sea Bluff 
Farm in Metchosin since 2013 and has 
been a partner in Saanich Organics since 
2002.  She has mentored apprentice 
farmers for over ten years with 24 years 
experience as a grower.  
We would also invite farmers who 
would like more information about the 
program, who need help on their farms, 
or would like to develop or expand a 
market garden into a year-round market 
garden to contact Barb at firhill@live.ca 
or 250-222-3817.
The Farmers’ Institute is accepting 
donations of books during the summer at 
the front of Tru Value, and the big book 
sale is scheduled for Saturday, August 
29 at the Community Hall during the 
Farmers’ Market.  We would like to 
thank the energetic Charlene Thompson 
for organizing this fundraiser for the 
Farmers’ Institute.  If you have books 
for pickup, please contact Isaac at 250-
222-0421.
The Farmers’ Market is continuing 
through the summer from 9:30 am - 1 pm 
every Saturday.  There is local produce, 
lamb, eggs, fruit, honey, seeds, bread, 
baked goods, hand-crafted items and 
more.  We are asking everyone to please 
continue physical distancing, using 
hand sanitizer or the hand wash station, 
and follow the instructions for line-ups.  
Use a mask if you cannot physically 
distance.  Do not attend the market if 
you are feeling ill, have been out of the 
country recently, or have been in contact 
with someone who has COVID-19.  We 
want to keep our community healthy 
and safe.  Thank you.
To enquire about the market please 
email penderislandmarket@gmail.com 
or call the market manager, Donald Isaac 
Grimmer at 250-222-3817.  Further 

information and applications are on the 
website pifi.ca.  
Barbara  Johns tone

Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR

Hello Pender Island

With the lifting of 
the open burning 

ban set forth by the 
Ministry of Environment 
and the abundance of 

moisture this June, we found ourselves 
in a position to allow Open Burning for 
the last ten days of June.
The burning and chipping program 
combined removed over 2500 cubic 
metres of fuel load from Pender Island’s 
forests.
For the most part the burning of 
materials went without a hitch. Most of 
our community was respectful of their 
neighbours and burned hot clean fires 
following all the safety protocols.
Sadly there were a few members of 
our community who did not follow 
the burning regulations and proceeded 
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to burn wet green material and in 
some cases even burned garbage and 
plastics. This led to some very unhappy 
neighbours and resulted in prompt visits 
from our On-Duty Fire Officer and the 
issuance of significant fines. Burning 
toxic materials hurts people. I sincerely 
hope that as a community we can refrain 
from burning materials that cause harm 
to others.
When the burning season opens up this 
coming fall, let’s strive to burn clean, 
hot, low-emission fires that don’t harm 
our community and reduce the fuel load 
on our forest home properties.
Pender Island Fire Rescue has responded 
to 121 calls as of June 30, 2020.
PS

I would like to share my support for our 
local RCMP members.  Their job is mostly 
a thankless job fraught with hundreds of 
hours of overtime responding to over a 
thousand emergency calls a year, often 
shorthanded, at all times of the day and 
night, in all kinds of weather. It is truly a 
stressful and dangerous job.
Over my years of serving our community 
I have had the privilege to work with 
some of the greatest human beings on 
the planet and our RCMP Officers have 
always been amongst them. We owe 
them our gratitude for always being 
there for us, selfless, caring, and brave.
Please continue to send all of your 
‘Virtual Hugs’ to our Emergency 
Responders, Police, Ambulance, and 
Fire Services.
Thank you,
Mike  Dine ,  Fire  Chie f

Pender Island Food Bank

We are pleased to have good news 
to share with our community.  It 

would appear that folks are doing well 
in this summer lull time.   Our client 
numbers have dropped from over 100 
per week in the spring to just under 20 
clients per week in July.  This is the 
best news we could hope for and will 
allow us all to catch our breath before 
we see what COVID-19 brings us in the 
fall and winter.  I am so grateful to the 
many volunteers who have worked so 
hard to allow us to support our fellow 
Penderites.  Thanks to the people who 
bagged smaller portions of things like 
rice, cheese, sugar, and coffee for our 
clients; to those who put together boxes 
for around 45 family groupings; to Kylie 
at the Community Resource Centre and 
her team of nine drivers who delivered 
food to homes weekly; to the “mother 
hens” who checked on the clients each 
week; to the drivers who picked up 
food from Tru Value; Becky at El Faro; 
and Raven Rock Farm.  Special thanks 
to Shirley for organizing the Farmer’s 
Market Nutrition Program again this 
summer and to Jackie Gill and her crew 
for ordering, organizing, and storing the 
mountain of dry goods we purchased 
through a wholesaler, and to Herb Katz 
who has kept track of our finances 
throughout the storm.  We are also 
very grateful to the Parish of Pender 
for providing us space to operate and 
to the Pender Emergency Program who 
shared their space with us in the loft of 
the Anglican Church.  Mostly we are 
grateful to the people who call Pender 
Island home and who have supported us 
with direct donations and the 1% at Tru 
Value Spirit Board.  We cannot begin to 

thank you all enough.
If you live on Pender and need our 
assistance, we operate weekly on Friday 
mornings from 9 am - 12 pm out of the 
back of the Anglican Parish Hall.  Just 
come, and we will register you and 
give you food.  If you find you have an 
abundance of produce from your garden, 
please bring it as well on Fridays and we 
will see that it finds good homes.  Many 
thanks!
Barb MacPherson

Pender Island   
Health Care Society

Many thanks for the response to 
our spring newsletter, and the call 

for donations!  We have received over 
$11,000 to date.  That is an encouraging 
assist in meeting our needs for this year’s 
budget.  In addition, we have received 
some designated donations to assist with 
unanticipated structural repair costs that 
have arisen this year. 
In July, the board of directors met 
for two days to thoughtfully build a 
strategic plan for the organization, 
looking forward to the next five years.  
The Health Center has a long history of 
existence because of strong community 
initiative and support.  Since 1980 it has 
supported island residents and visitors 
in unique and thoughtful ways as health 
care concerns get addressed.
Recent consultation with some 
community leaders and stakeholders 
gave us an initial basis for how we 
might move forward.  Paired with that 
is the reality of critical structural needs, 
now 40 years after the doors were first 
opened.  Over the remaining months of 
2020 (beginning in September) we will 
outline our thoughts, findings, and needs 
that are critical to moving forward.  We 
have core operational funding concerns, 
as well as capital repairs to undertake. 
It is our intention to do so with 
transparent and careful planning.  We 
are not designated as a health facility 
and are not funded by Island Health.  
We are looking forward to meeting 
and succeeding in our plans to create a 
dynamic, stable, and realistic future that 
supports a healthy Pender Island.  We 
know you will both assist and encourage 
us on this journey!  As we are only part 
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way towards meeting our budgeted need 
for donations this year, we remind you 
that all donations of $10 or more, are 
given a charitable receipt. 
Marion  Alksne ,    
Execut ive  Direc tor

Community Support Programs

Do good to others not because of who 
they are, but because of who you are.  
~ Harold S. Kushner
Community Gathering Picnic 
Community Hall, 11:30 am-1:30 pm

Fridays, bring a blanket, your own 
food or buy something from Tom’s 
Food Truck, and a desire to visit your 
neighbours from the safety of your 
family picnic circle; tables and chairs 
will be available for people with 
mobility challenges. 
Wednesday Walking Group

Every Wednesday join this easy exercise 
group; we will meet at the Community 
Hall at 10 am and will walk with social 
distancing along a mainly level and clear 
trail.  Everyone welcome; there’s no cost 
to join.  Bring your own coffee, tea, and 
treats for a distanced visit afterwards or 
between laps.  Masks are optional but a 
good idea to bring just in case. 
Caregivers Support

Having a life limiting diagnosis, or 
supporting someone with a life limiting 
condition, can be incredibly demanding.  
People in this situation experience a 
variety of feelings and the demands can 
make it difficult to maintain self-care, 
stay in touch with friends and family, 
and can lead to loneliness, isolation, and 
depression.  If you are a caregiver or have 
a friend or loved one who is beginning 
to need extra assistance, please contact 

the facilitator, Christine pendercare@
gmail.com.  You can meet or talk one 
on one or be part of group meetings of 
your peers. For more information about 
programs and services for caregivers, go 
to www.familycaregiversbc.ca/.
Health Centre and other Food 
Programs

Adapted - 55+ Luncheon

This program has been adapted to offer 
pick-up and delivery. If you are new to 
this group please call Nora at 629-3845 
to start the registration process.
Meals on Wheels

Are you an Island Health patient or 
an older adult who is homebound and 
would benefit from Meals on Wheels?  
Please let us know if you are interested 
in this service as we are building up an 
interest list to see when we have capacity 
to start up.  Please call 629-3346 or 
email communitysupport@shaw.ca. 
Grocery Delivery for those in 
self-isolation or quarantine

This small community has shown a 
wealth of goodwill.  The Community 
Resource Centre has created a hotline 
for people who need information or help 
getting groceries while in self-isolation 
or quarantine.  If you are unable to 
get out, or you would like to help as a 
picker, delivery person, or call-taker call 
629-3665 to register.
Better at Home

Are you 65 or plus (or 60+ with Health 
challenges) and could use a little extra 
help?  The Better at Home program 
offers non-medical home support to 
help you remain safe and sound in your 
own home - even more important these 
days!  Our Friendly Helpers can usually 

assist with many different chores but 
for now we are doing outside yard or 
garden work and running errands in 
the community.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this program and 
how we can help, please call 629-3346 
or email communitysupport@shaw.ca.   
Cost is a sliding scale based on income.
Volunteers Needed

Meals on Wheels Kitchen Volunteer

If you are interested in being a 
kitchen helper or an occasional 
meal creator, please email andrea@
penderislandhealth.ca or leave a 
message at 629-3346.
Activity Leaders

Would you like to get out and share your 
skills and passion?  We are looking for 
volunteers who are interested in helping 
with such activities as Men’s Shed 
Coordinator, Craft Leader, Carving 
Leader, Walking Group Leader, and other 
activities.  What excites you? Let’s talk!  
Email andrea@penderislandhealth.ca.
Act of Kindness

All of us are capable of bringing 
happiness to others.  I’d like to 
challenge you to commit to two weeks 
of daily kindness.   At the end of each 
day, remember to take a moment to 
remind yourself of the things and people 
you are grateful for.  It takes about two 
weeks to change a habit and I would like 
everyone to learn to become greedy for 
kindness, compassion, and gratitude.  
Here are a few ideas of where to start.
• Get involved with random acts of 

kindness
• Call a friend that you haven’t spoken 

to for a while
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Faith bulletin

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road

August 2  10:00 am St. Peter’s  Holy Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
August 9 10:00 am St. Peter’s  No service (information by email)
August 16 10:00 am St. Peter’s  Holy Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
August 23 10:00 am  St. Peter’s   Circle Service 
August 30 10:00 am St. Peter’s    Morning Prayer via Zoom
Ellen Willingham, 629-6700             Bookings for the Parish Hall: rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
Church Office: 629-3634                       Parish E-mail: admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca 

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome!

August 2 10:45 am John Wilton  Communion Service
August 9 10:45 am George Hodgson  Worship Service
August 16 10:45 am Denis Dion  Worship Service   
August 23 10:45 am Mark Klassen  Worship Service
August 30 10:45 am John Wilton  Worship Service
• Services have resumed at the Community Church. See our website for the COVID-19 safety protocol.  
• If you have any questions or requests, please contact Judy Neil, 629-6168

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services 
4705 Buccaneers Road
August 2 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
August 7 9:30 am  Friday Mass (in lieu of Sunday)
August 16 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
August 21 9:30 am  Friday Mass (in lieu of Sunday)
August 30 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
• As the number of people able to attend each liturgy is limited, please register by phoning 250-629-6029 or    

email stteresachapel@gmail.com.

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)

August 1 7:00 pm Feast of Kamal (Perfection)*
August 20 7:00 pm Feast of Asma (Names)*
*To be celebrated amongst the Gulf Island Baha’is (Galiano, Pender, and Salt Spring) on Zoom.
• Devotional meeting and discussion group
Devotional meeting and discussion groups:  We have established a weekly devotional zoom meeting every Thursday evening.  
For an invitation, please email bevpedenpender@gmail.com for the zoom link, or call 250-412-2524 for more information. 
• From the writings of the Bahá’í Faith:
It is not for him to pride himself who loveth his own country, but rather for him who loveth the whole world. The earth is but one 
country, and mankind its citizens.(Bahá’u’lláh, (Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, Lawh-i-Maqsúd)

The Church at Hope Bay
Hope Bay Bible Camp,  4302 Bedwell Harbour Road (Entrance on Hooson Road)

The Hope Bay Fellowship is holding off on doing indoor services and potlucks at Hope Bay BIble Camp. Instead we’ll be 
meeting for one hour each week at 11 am in safer, outdoor beach or park locations to sing, read scripture, and pray for our 

families, and community. Everyone is welcome. If you wish to be added to our email list to receive notifications of locations 
and details, please reach out to robertjoelcooper@gmail.com or call Bobby at 250-882-5571 for details. May everyone in our 
community feel the deep anchoring of God’s love and hope during this uncertain season.

(For COVID-19 protocol 
for our Parish, see Special 
Notices on page 5)
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direCtory

Health Services
Medical Emergency ........................................... 911
Medical Clinic ...........................................629-3233

Dr. Gerry Moore, Dr. Robyn Wiens, Dr. Bruce Rebner
Nurse Practitioner - Tracey Adams

Monday to Friday, 9 am - 12 pm and 2 - 5 pm
Please do not call clinic staff at home. If your circumstance is 
genuinely of an urgent nature that will not wait until the clinic 
reopens, call 1-800-866-5602 and ask for the “Doctor on-call 
for Pender Island.”  Your call will be returned.
Accupuncture, Bre Heffelfinger ....................... 250-886-4076 
Alcohol and Drug Counsellor, John McNally, 250-538-4849 
Audiologist, Donna Stewart ................. 778-426-4876
Chiropractor, Mark Wensley ...................... 629-9918
Community Support, Andrea Mills ............ 629-3346 
Crisis and Mental Health Counsellors
 Elizabeth Miles ................................ 250-539-0905
 Shellyse Szakacs .............................. 250-539-0949
 Ulla Rembe ...................................... 250-539-0325
Family Advancement Counsellor
 Kirsty Chalmers ............................... 250-222-0025
Dentist, Dr, Gary Sacher ............................ 629-6815
Jin Shin Do Acupressure, Mike Kenyon  250-213-3649
Lab Services, Sonya Fulawka ..................... 629-3233
Optometrist, Dr. David Schaafsma ............. 629-3233
Naturopath, Dr. Andrea Gansner ...............  604-544-7656 
Pender Island Community Nurses ............. 629-3242 
  Carolyn Cartwright-Owers and Miranda MacKenzie
Pharmacist, Christine Swan ........................ 629-6555
Public Health Nurse, Immunization, Prenatal Education
 Lois Woolley ................. 250-544-2400 or 539-3099 
Reg. Massage Therapist, Karen Mani Lang .. 629-6639 
Reg. Massage Therapist, Tru Hartwood ... 250-889-3923
Traditional Chinese Medicine ..................................                        
 Dr. Trevor Erikson ............................ 778-886-1180

Home-based Licensed Health Professionals
Reg. Physiotherapist, Mieke Truijen ..........629-9910

24 Hour Crisis Help Lines
Healthlink BC ............................................ Dial 811

Nurses 24/7, Pharmacists 5 - 8 pm, Dieticians  9 am - 5 pm
Island Women Against Violence (IWAV)

Crisis support/transition................. 1-877-435-7544
Stopping the Violence Counselling .... 250-538-5568
Women’s Outreach Counsellor ........ 1-888-537-0717

Kids’ Help Phone ............................ 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Distress Line

Support/Information ................................310-6789
Suicide Prevention Helpline ........... 1-800-784-2433
Vancouver Island Crisis Line.......... 1-888-494-3888
Victim Link ................................... 1-800-563-0808 

Community Support Numbers 
Capital Regional District (CRD) 

Director SGI, David Howe ................ 250-216-5618 
Building Inspector ...................................629-3424
SGI Harbours, Ben Mabberley ...benmabb@telus.net 
Bylaw/Animal Control complaints  . 1-800-665-7899  
Magic Lake Water & Sewer General . 1-800-663-4425
Magic Lake Water & Sewer Emergencies 1-855-822-4426

Emergency Hydro  .......................... 1-888-769-3766
Fire Rescue (Emergencies) .................................. 911

Duty Officer is available 24/7....... 1-250-478-7770
Non-Emergency Contact Information .................  
Hall #1 and Administration ......................629-3321
Hall #2....................................................629-3325
Hall #3....................................................629-3400
Fax .........................................................629-6194
Fire Chief .............................. Cell 1-250-537-0166
Burning Permits, Fire Hall 1, 4423 Bedwell Harbour Rd 
Online at ................................... www.penderfire.ca

Hall/Meeting Room Bookings
Anglican Parish Hall ....rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
School Community Room ........................629-3711
Health Care Centre ..................................629-3326
Legion Hall .................bookings239.rcl@gmail.com
Pender Island Community Hall .................629-3669
Plum Tree Court ...............plumtreecourt@gmail.com

Home Support Services
Ask for the home support program .. 1-888-993-2299 

Islands Trust: Victoria  ................... 1-800-663-7867
NP, Deb Morrison ..... dmorrison@islandstrust.bc.ca
NP, Ben McConchie . bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Steve Wright .......... stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Cameron Thorn .........cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca

Member of Parliament
Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May….1-800-667-9188

Ministry for Children and Families.... 250-952-6062
Toll free ........................................ 1-866-823-5857
Help Line for Children anywhere in BC  ...310-1234

Pender Island Emergency Program
Emergency Coordinator - Pat Haugh .........629-9991
ESS - Barbara Tarris ................................629-3052

Pender Island Public Cemetery  ....................629-6625
Pender Island Veterinary Clinic  ...............629-9909
Poison Control Centre ..................... 1-800-567-8911
RCMP, Outer Gulf Islands (non-emergency) .. 629-6171
 Crimestoppers .................. 1-800-665-TIPS (8477)
 Victim Services ......................................629-6531
Rescue

Marine & Aircraft distress ............. 1-800-567-5111
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC)

Search and Rescue (Land) Emergency  ............. 911
School Trustee, Greg Lucas ............ glucas@sd64.org
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august Calendar

1 Sat 9:00 am Recycling Depot, new summer hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 9 am - 4 pm* ............................. 35
  9:30 am Farmers’ Market to 1 pm, Community Hall* ............................................................................................. 23
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu Silent Auction to 3 pm, outside the store
  1:00 pm Hydroponic Workshop with host Jesse Bowen to 3 pm, Community Hall
  1:00 pm Pender Island Museum open weekends Saturday and Sunday, 1-4 pm, until Labour Day* ...................... 32
3 Mon 8:30 am HBBC Children’s Day Camps to 3:30 pm for 5 days, ages 7-9, HBBC
  4:00 pm Youth Garden Meet-Up to 7 pm, School Garden ....................................................................................... 34 
4 Tue 10:00 am The library building is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays to 3 pm ............................................................. 32
  10:00 am Kids Camp to 12:45 pm to August 6, Community Hall ............................................................................. 34
  1:30 pm Kids Camp to 4 pm to August 6, Community Hall .................................................................................... 34
5 Wed 6:00 pm Food & Farming Workshop (TBC) to 7:15 pm, Online ............................................................................. 34
  10:00 am Weekly Wednesday Walking Group  to 11:30ish, Community Hall * ....................................................... 23
6 Thu 10:00 am The library building is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays to 3 pm ............................................................. 32
7 Fri 9:00 am Recycling Depot, new summer hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 9 am - 4 pm* ............................. 35
  9:00 am Food Bank open Fridays to 11 am, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall* .......................................... 24
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu open every Friday until 4 pm*
  10:00 am The Library is open on Fridays only for computer use tp 2 pm ................................................................. 32
  11:30 am Community Gathering Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Tim & Charlie Dynamic Duo, Hall................... 17, 25 
  3:00 pm Community Paramedic Friday Health Forums to 4 pm, via Zoom ............................................................ 19
  5:00 pm Legion Burger Night, every Friday for the summer, Legion* ................................................................... 36
8 Sat 1:15 pm MAP meeting to 2:30 pm, after the Farmers’ Market, Community Hall ................................................... 20
  11:30 am Assemble for Pender Island Pride Day convoy for 12 pm departure, Golf Club......................................... 5
10 Mon 8:30 am HBBC Children’s Day Camps to 3:30 pm for 5 days, ages 13-16, HBBC
  4:00 pm  Youth Garden Meet-Up to 7 pm, School Garden ....................................................................................... 34
14 Fri 11:30 am Community Gathering Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Beni & Thais Beattie, Community Hall ................. 17 
15 Sat  Mt. Terry Fox Trek! (Mt. Norman, George Hill, Tindall Woods, Mt. Menzies) .......................................... 6
16 Sun  Conservancy Kelp Mapping Project Training ............................................................................................ 22
17 Mon  Conservancy Kelp Mapping Project to August 19 ..................................................................................... 22
  10:00 am Art in Nature & Music Discovery Camp. Daily to 5 pm for 5 days, ages 6-12 ......................................... 17
  4:00 pm  Youth Garden Meet-Up to 7 pm, School Garden ....................................................................................... 34
18 Tue  Partimagan Arts, Painting With Passion online with Kathleen Theriault, sliding scale fee, all ages......... 17
  10:00 am Pender Post Directors meeting, Community Hall
21 Fri 9:30 am Parks and Rec public meeting is cancelled
  11:30 am Community Gathering Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Ben McConchie, Community Hall ......................... 17
22 Sat 7:00 pm Lauren Mann, $25 online www.ptarmiganarts.org, and Sunday 23, Stoney Pocket ................................. 17
   2020 Terry Fox Ride of Hope for cyclists of all ages and abilities .............................................................. 6
24 Mon 4:00 pm  Youth Garden Meet-Up to 7 pm, School Garden ....................................................................................... 34
26 Wed 11:00 am MS Support Group meeting to 1 pm, School Field .................................................................................... 18
28 Fri 11:30 am Community Gathering Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Deer & Coyote, Community Hall  .......................... 17
29 Sat 9:30 am Farmers’ Institute Book Sale during the Farmers’ Market, Community Hall ............................................ 23

advanCe notiCes For sePtember

2 Wed 7:00 pm Lions Club meets, Medical Centre Meeting Room .................................................................................... 31
4 Fri 7:00 pm Short Film Festival, limited tickets online at www.ptarmiganarts.org, Community Hall ......................... 18
5 Sat 7:00 pm Short Film Festival, limited tickets online at www.ptarmiganarts.org, Community Hall ......................... 18
8 Tue 9:00 am Open House to 11 am, Dragonfly Centre ................................................................................................... 21
9 Wed 9:00 am First day of Child Care, Dragonfly Centre
14 Mon 9:00 am Parents and Babes to 11:30 am, (also on 21 and 28), Dragonfly Centre .................................................... 21
  9:30 am Quilters Circle’ plan for a soft start, Anglican Parish Hall ........................................................................ 16
   PIAS AGM, Community Hall .................................................................................................................... 14
16 Wed 9:00 pm HOP to 11am, (also on 23 and 30) in school gym and classroom #3 ........................................................ 21
   The April Earth Day Beach Clean-up recheduled ...................................................................................... 23
   Pender Island Reconciliation Circle ........................................................................................................... 33
20 Sun  2020 Virtual Terry Fox Run, One Day. Your Way ....................................................................................... 6 
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august 2020 Word searCh Puzzle by Cedar loPateCki
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2305 Otter Bay Rd, Pender Island BC    Call: 250-951-6224
Hours: Tuesday - Friday 11am - 4pm     Thursday 11am - 7pm     Saturday 11am - 7pm
FB: El Faro Fusion    www.elfarofusion.com    Instagram: @pendertacos 

Always Fabulous
Fish N’ Chips

With our Beer Batter

All our dishes are vibrant, delicious, fresh and  fun and
all made with locally sourced, organic, sustainable ingredients.

Specializing in Gluten Free!

Proudly introducing our brand new
El Faro Gluten Free Flour Blend

Hand crafted on Pender Island 

“We Put Love in Our Food and It Comes Back to Us”
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• Tell a family member how much you 
love and appreciate them

• Listen carefully to someone you dis-
agree with and try to understand

• Make a cup of tea for someone you 
live with

• Volunteer to help at a non-profit or a 
charity

• Arrange to have a cup of tea and vir-
tual catch up with someone you know

• Help with a household chore at home
• Arrange to watch a film at the same 

time as a friend and talk over the 
phone

• Tell someone you know that you are 
proud of them

• Tell someone you know why you are 
thankful for them

• Send a kind text to a friend
• Send someone you know a joke to 

cheer them
• Contact someone you haven’t seen in 

a while and arrange a phone catch up
• Reach out to call a friend, family 

member, or neighbour who may 
be experiencing loneliness or self-
isolation

• Donate to a charity
• Lend your ear - call a colleague and 

ask how they’re finding the change in 
routine

• Give praise to your colleague for 
something they’ve done well

• Arrange to have a video lunch with a 
colleague

• Donate to food banks
• Offer to skill share with a friend via 

video call - you could teach guitar, 
dance etc.

• Offer support to vulnerable neigh-
bours

• Offer to send someone a takeaway or 
a meal

If you have time to share your thoughts 
on any of these things, please email 
andrea@penderislandhealth.ca.
Andrea  Mi l l s

Pender Island Lions Club

The Lions Club 
meetings will resume 

on September 2 at 7 pm in 
the medical center meeting 

room with masks and social distancing. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
member, please join us at the meeting 
to find out about the work of the Lions 
internationally, and here on Pender 
Island. 
In September please watch for the 
2021 phonebook forms in your post 
office box, in The Pender Post, or 
on Facebook. These forms must be 
completed to add, delete, or change 
phone book information.  If you have 
a ‘no flyer’ stipulation, you may not 
receive the form. Extra forms will be in 
the community box at Dockside Realty, 
Driftwood or Western Financial Group, 
Driftwood (if open).
We hope you are safe and healthy and 
enjoying this lovely island we call home.
Terry  Shepherd ,  Secre tary 

Pender Island   
Museum Society

A   s we write this    
 article in mid 

July, the museum is 
open again, but only 

just. In these pandemic times, it was 
hard to know how things would go, but 

we were very happy to host 42 visitors 
over our first open weekend on July 
11-12. We were reassured that our off-
island visitors hailed from Vancouver or 
Vancouver Island communities. We’re 
also encouraged that Pender Islanders 
are enjoying their Roesland walks again 
and stopping by the museum. Keep 
visiting - we appreciate your interest 
and support!
Our two summer students have been 
very busy behind the scenes - well, 
actually, under the scenes. They’ve 
taken on the tough and important job of 
cleaning and organizing the crawl space 
beneath the 1908 Roe family house. 
Indeed, what you don’t see as a visitor is 
almost as important as what you do see.
One of the most important 
responsibilities of a museum is knowing 
what’s in its collection of artifacts and 
archival materials. What’s the condition 
of each item? What’s its story? Like 
any museum, we can’t possibly display 
everything, so having adequate storage 
space is key to our ability to continue to 
accept and preserve Pender’s heritage.
In 2017, we started with the big attic 
clean-up. It’s now home to sturdy shelves 
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holding 50+ boxes of organized artifacts. 
We followed that up in late 2019 by 
upgrading our small archives room, 
allowing us to consolidate all of the 
museum’s printed materials and photos in 
one location. Still much to do to catalogue 
it all, but at least we know where it is!
This summer we dealt with the concrete 
crawl space which was constructed under 
the Roe house when it was restored and 
became a museum between 2003-05. Like 
most homes, it stored random things: in 
our case, farm tools, an intact stove, and 
reclaimed building materials. Among the 
disarray - now happily organized - were 
some real treasures.
Our Facebook friends will have seen our 
“What’s It? Challenge.” One was a real 
head scratcher - a tiny, 4-inch brass oiler 
for a Lee Enfield rifle. We had to clean it 
to see its maker’s mark. No idea why or 
how this little artifact got there. We hope 
our now well-organized space will help 
prevent such “orphans” in the future.
Along with making better use of our 
behind-the-scenes spaces, we’ve also 
continued to catalogue our collection 
and make it available publicly. Enjoy 
exploring it at penderislandsmuseum.

ca/explore.
A reminder that our hours this summer 
are Saturdays, Sundays and holiday 
Mondays from 1 - 4 pm. As always, 
admission is by donation. We are 
also pleased to again welcome small 
groups by appointment during the 
week. To make a booking, please email 
pendermuseum@shaw.ca. See you 
soon!
Simone  Marler

Pender Island Parks and 
Recreation Commission
PIPRC

Due to a conflict in 
schedules (hard 

to believe during this 
COVID-19 pandemic 

when nothing is happening), the July 
17 PIPRC meeting was rescheduled to 
July 24, which was after The Pender 
Post deadline. Thus, there is nothing to 
report.
Nevertheless, with summer finally 
arriving, hiking is an excellent way to 
enjoy the great outdoors. But remember 
to keep social separation while in Pender 

Island parks or on trails. Signs have 
been posted reminding everyone of this 
important precaution. We welcome you 
to apply for one of the two vacancies for 
new commissioners. If you have energy, 
enthusiasm, and creativity, please send 
a statement of interest and brief bio to 
penderparks@crd.bc.ca.
Hopefully life will get back to normal in 
the next few months and the commission 
can resume business as usual. 
Hans  Tammemagi

Pender Island   
Public Library
PIPL

Welcome back! The 
library building is 

open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 10 am - 3 pm. During opening 
hours, only a set number of people are 
entering the building at once, and we’ve 
had many people give positive feedback 
on our safety features, including a new 
handwashing station and acrylic shields. 
People are dropping in to browse and take 
home items again, with safety measures 
in place. The library is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, from 10 am - 3 pm for 
checking-out items only. On Fridays, 
the library is open from 10 am - 2 pm 
for public computer use and laptop areas 
only. For using the public computers, 
each person can sign up for a maximum 
one hour session. By separating the days 
we offer various services, we can meet 
the needs of the community and maintain 
the provincial safety guidelines. You can 
return library items through our exterior 
book drop 24/7, and incoming items will 
be quarantined prior to lending as per 
health protocols. There is no seating in 
the library at this time, but a washroom 
is available. Wi-Fi is available 24/7 with 
the password posted. The precautions 
for handling library books and DVDs 
are the same as for any item you come 
into contact with at stores. Regular 
hand washing and avoiding touching 
your face are key health guidelines. For 
patrons who are not comfortable coming 
into the library, please ask family and 
friends to sign-out items for you on your 
card. Your library has gone fine-free for 
overdue items, as a way we can help 
reduce anxiety and financial stress in our 
community. We value our patrons and 
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want to help make things easier during 
the COVID pandemic. We will still ask 
that patrons replace any lost or damaged 
items.
Kids’ Summer Reading Club

The Kids’ Summer Reading Club is on! 
The Club has moved online this summer, 
with lots of weekly activities, badges to 
earn, and cool Mission Control trading 
cards - visit bcsrc.ca to sign up for 
summer reading fun. Kids can also pick 
up a free SRC grab bag at the library. 
Need help registering? For questions 
about SRC, or online resources for your 
tablet or cell phone, call Colette at our 
help desk on Tuesday to Friday, 10 am - 
3 pm at 629-3722.
We welcomed our new summer students 
Ripley and Jessie in July and August. 
One of the library’s goals is to foster 
work experience for our local high 
school students, using funds from the 
Tru Value Spirit Board. Thanks for 
choosing #16 to support our summer 
students.
New books in the library

Adult Fiction

The Lost and Found Bookshop by 
Susan Wiggs, Miss Graham’s Cold 
War Cookbook by Celia Rees, Love by 
Roddy Doyle.
Adult Mystery

A Silent Death by Peter May, Seven 
Years of Darkness by You-Jeong Jeong, 
The Persuasion by Iris Johansen.
Adult Non-Fiction

Outlander Kitchen: To The New 
World and Back Again by Therese 
Carle-Sanders, DIY Sourdough: The 
Beginner’s Guide by John Moody, 
Edible and Medicinal Flora of the West 

Coast by Collin Varner, The Skin We’re 
In by Desmond Cole.
Teens

I Am Still Alive by Kate Alice Marshall.
For any changes to library hours, check 
our website or Facebook page for the 
latest announcements.
Carmen Oleskev ich ,    
L ibrary  Direc tor

Pender Island   
Reconciliation Circle

In July we enjoyed an unstructured, no 
homework gathering on the labyrinth 

at St. Peter’s Church.  A beautiful and 
warm sunny day had some of us looking 
for shade to cool down.  We revealed 
our thoughts on topics we wanted to 
share with others.    A huge spectrum of 
ideas was explored: the importance of 
ceremony; finding a way to honour the 
phases of the 13 Moon Calendar; racism, 
(how do we deal with it?  not just focused 
on the black population in the US and 
Canada, but also on the Indigenous 
peoples around the world, speak up 
when you hear racist comments); find 
ways to support glimmers of change; 
sometimes “it” all feels overwhelming 
and we feel helpless; and we want to 
discover how we can learn to be in right 
relation to all the world.
We are taking August off, but are already 
planning for September when we will be 
“Exploring Thomas King.”
King was born in California, the son of 
a Greek mother and a Cherokee father; 
he immigrated to Canada in 1980.  In 
2003, he was the first Aboriginal in 
Canada to deliver the Massey Lectures. 
His presentation, titled The Truth About 

PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals
Open Monday to Friday:  10 am to 4 pm

#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store 250-629-9909

 

Monday - Friday 10am-6am 
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm

 

Swimmer’s Itch
Swimmer’s itch is a rash caused by 
an allergic reaction to the larvae 
of certain parasites. The parasites 
can get under your skin when 
you swim in freshwater (such as 
lakes and ponds) and sometimes 
salt water. 

The tiny parasites infect birds or 
mammals and lay eggs. Bird and 
mammal droppings that contain 
the eggs get into lakes and ponds. 
The eggs hatch into larvae where 
they look for a host. If they 
come in contact with people, 
the parasites can burrow under 
the skin. This causes an allergic 
reaction and a rash. Pimples may 
show up minutes or even days 
after you were in the water, and 
may later turn into blisters.

The rash usually goes away on its 
own. To prevent swimmer’s itch, 
shower and scrub, or dry yourself 
off with a towel as soon as you get 
out of the water.

To treat the itching at home, 
you can put cool wet cloths 
(compresses) on your skin, use 
anti-itch creams or calamine 
lotion, add a handful of oatmeal 
(ground to a powder) to a cool 
bath or use Aveeno bath or 
lotion.  Benadryl tablets can also 
help with itch and sleep.
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Stories: A Native Narrative, was later 
published by House of Anansi press.  In 
2004, King was named a Member of the 
Order of Canada. 
For your September homework, you 
have the choice to: read his book, The 
Inconvenient Indian; or listen to his 
2003 Massey Lecture, The Truth About 
Stories: A Native Narrative; or read the 
print version.  Of course, any other of 
his pieces would be fair game, maybe 
even Dead Dog Café? 
A little background on your options.  The 
Inconvenient Indian, A curious account 
of native people in North America.
The book was published in 2013, 
however the message is just as important 
today; we all need to hear it. 
“A book both timeless and timely, 
burnished with anger but tempered by 
wit, and ultimately a hard-won offering 
of hope - a sometimes inconvenient but 
nonetheless indispensable account for 
all of us, Indian and non-Indian alike, 
seeking to understand how we might tell 
a new story for the future.”

The Massey Lectures: The Truth About 
Stories: A Native Narrative. To listen 
online you can google CBC Massey 
Lectures 2003 (5 episodes, each about 
55 minutes long).
“Native culture has deep ties to 
storytelling, and yet no other North 
American culture has been the subject 
of more erroneous stories. The Indian 
of fact, as King says, bears little 
resemblance to the literary Indian, 
the dying Indian, the construct so 
powerfully and often destructively 
projected by White North America. With 
keen perception and wit, King illustrates 
that stories are the key to, and only hope 
for, human understanding. He compels 
us to listen well.”
If you prefer to read the Massey Lectures 
book - check with Talisman Books & 
Gallery.
See you in September!
Susan Parr

Pender Island Recreation 
and Agricultural Hall   
Association
PIRAHA

PIRAHA would sincerely 
like to thank John Bradley 

(Emcon Roadworks), Aaron 
Grimmer (Gulf Excavating), 

Pender Island Home Building 
Centre, Madeline Emery, and Adrian 
Schamberger for improving the roadside 
sign.  It’s so sturdy now it should be able 
to manage in a hurricane!
Community Hall: Day Camps

August 4 - 6, 10 am - 12:45 pm or 1:30 
- 4 pm, Ages 6-12, $60
It’s been a unique year, which makes 
for unique camps!  This summer, we 
will be running half-day camps focused 
on socially-distant fun in the outdoors.  
Activities will include crafts, games, 
beach trips, farm tours, and more.  To 
register, visit penderislands.org and go to 
the Registration page, or call 629-3669.
Community Hall + Volunteer 
Centre: Youth Garden Meet-Ups

Every Monday over July and August 
from 4 - 7 pm, youth ages 13-29 are 
invited to come help out in the Pender 
School Garden.  We’ll be taking on 
projects such as revamping the berry 
and flower gardens, painting the 
fence, weeding and more.  After our 
hard work each day, we’ll relax over 
snacks and drinks in the garden, and 
enjoy discussion and activities of your 
choice.  Drop-in format.  No registration 
necessary.
Community Hall: Food &  
Farming Workshops

This four-workshop series will feature 
speakers on a range of topics relating 
to food and farming. Workshops will be 
held online on July 23, 29 and August 5 
from 6 - 7:15 pm. Register via Facebook, 
or email PenderCommunityHall@
gmail.com.
We also are currently seeking presenters 
for our future workshops. If you would 
like to share a skill or area of knowledge, 
please give us a call or email.  As 
always, keep an eye on Facebook page 
@PenderCommunityHall and Instagram 
@PenderCommunityHall for regular 
event updates!
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Volunteers Needed

The Community Hall is always 
looking for youth and adult volunteers 
for everything from maintenance 
and landscaping help to events and 
programming assistance and leadership.  
If you are interested in volunteering 
with our dynamic, community-focused 
Hall, please call 629-3669 or email 
bookings@penderislands.org.
Activity Leader    
Paid Youth Internship

Are you a passionate, positive, creative, 
and  motivated people-person?  Do 
you have experience or an interest in 
program, event, or activity leadership?
The Pender Island Community Hall is 
looking for youth 15 - 29 to organize and 
lead activities and events. Depending 
on experience and interest, activities 
can include programs for preschool, 
children, youth, adults, elders, or 
intergenerational groups.  Activities 
can be either single classes or ongoing 
programs.  Youth can propose in-person 
or virtual activities, or a combination.
As a Program Leader you will be 
responsible for planning, organizing, 
and leading recreation activities.  
Activities can include, but are not 
limited to the following: arts, crafts, 
sports, games, workshops, dance, 
music, nature programs, and organizing 
special events.  Remuneration will be 
$15 per program hour plus a set amount 
of time for activity prep.  Training will 
be offered.
• Experience working with children 

ages 5 - 12 years or other age ranges
• Current Standard First Aid and CPR-

C & AED certificate an asset
• A satisfactory Criminal Reference 

Check/Vulnerable Sector Search
• 20 hours training related to child 

development an asset (courses related 
to child development, guidance, 
health and safety, or nutrition)

Hours: 1 - 6 hrs/week, by mutual 
agreement.  To apply, send your resume 
and cover letter (including a few ideas 
you have for programs) to bookings@
penderislands.org.
Maddi  Parent ,  Andrea  Mi l l s , 
and  Dianne  Al l i son

Pender Island   
Recycling Society

In August, the depot is 
open on Thursdays, 

Fridays, and Saturdays 
from 9 am - 4 pm. There 
is rarely a line-up due in 

large part to your efforts in pre-sorting 
your recyclables, which has sped up the 
process and helped reduce congestion 
at the depot. We will continue to collect 
recyclables out of doors and to limit the 
number of people for the foreseeable 
future, so we ask that you continue to 
pre-sort.
We are very excited to announce that the 
FreeStore and ReShop will reopen in 
August! FreeStore and ReShop parking 
will be in the scrap metal area only so 
that we do not congest the parking area 
for recyclers. Sanitize your hands and 
wear a mask before entering. Only two 
shoppers may enter at a time and they 
must maintain a distance of 2 m (6’) 
from other shoppers. Please do not 
handle items unless you are interested in 
taking them home. See staff if you have 
any donations for the store.
With the warm weather, the wasps are 
out in full force. To help reduce their 
numbers, carefully clean any residual 
food on plastic and paper containers and 
styrofoam meat trays, and the liquids 
in beverage containers. Although the 
number of wasps can be disconcerting, 
people are rarely stung at the depot - 
most wasps are occupied with the pop 
and beer in the beverage containers. If 
you are allergic to wasp stings, let us 
know and we can assist you with your 
recycling.
We ask that you carefully rinse bottles 
that contain cleaners such as bleach. 
When these containers are compressed 
in the baler, the residual liquid can spray 
onto staff and cause rashes and burns.
Have you ever wondered what to do 
with Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW)? This includes items like paint 
thinner, butane, and pesticides. Most of 
these items can be taken to the Hartland 
Landfill, just outside of Victoria, where 
they are accepted free of charge and 
then safely disposed of. Hartland is a 
25-minute drive from the ferry terminal 
and is well worth a visit.

House paint is not HHW and can be 
brought to the Pender Island depot. It 
must be in the original (non-leaking) 
container with the label still attached, 
and be for residential use only. See 
staff for assistance with paint drop off. 
Propane tanks can be dropped off at Fire 
Hall No. 1 for a small fee.
Do you have other items that we don’t 
take and that you are unsure how and 
where to recycle? The CRD offers a 
great recycling encyclopedia that will 
help you find the closest recycling 
options for things such as textiles and 
toilets. Visit www.crd.bc.ca/service/
waste-recycling/recycle/myrecyclopedia 
to find out more. Simply google 
“myrecyclopedia” and their website will 
be one of the first listed.
You can renew your voluntary 
membership any time, either at the depot 
or online at penderislandrecycling.
com. A charitable tax receipt will be 
issued. Membership revenue helps 
fund the FreeStore, the Bike Shop, the 
non-packaging plastic initiative, depot 
and equipment maintenance, recycling 
education, and so much more. We are so 
grateful for your continued support!
Niki  Rober ts

Pender Organic Community 
Garden Society
POCGS

After a year of ferry 
hopping, my husband 

and I decided last April that 
it was time to take the plunge 

and make Pender Island our permanent 
home. I decided to attempt growing my 
own vegetables, and like many of you, 
we do not have a deer proof area.  
As soon as I heard about the organic 
community gardens, I knew that’s what 
I was looking for. I was so impressed 
with the garden plots and the small 
annual fee, which offers more than just 
a fenced garden.  There is a pond that 
hooks up taps for each plot and a shed 
with tools and two wheelbarrows. 
Having no gardening experience 
(besides patio pots) I was in for a big 
surprise at just how grass and weeds can 
grow through the winter months. It was 
quite a challenge physically preparing 



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  A u g u s t  2 0 2 036 

the soil, and I got known as the “sieve 
lady.” I would tell my husband that I 
would be back in an hour which he knew 
meant three or more. This is certainly a 
place to connect with others who are 
very friendly and share their wealth of 
knowledge. 
The early unseasonable weather has 
caused concern to many gardeners. The 
tomatoes have had a very slow start with 
the wet cooler temperatures, but my 
lettuce, cabbages, chard, and broccoli 
have all done very well.  The weather 
seems to have also helped keep the bug 
damage to a minimum.  
Being a newbie there is still so much 
to learn, but you cannot help but feel 
great pride knowing that some of the 
vegetables on your plate are from your 
hard work and commitment to Mother 
Nature. Definitely therapy for the Soul.
Tracey  Immelman

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

Strange times in-
deed.  So strange 

that I was asked to write this month’s 
article, a first for me!
We hope that everyone is doing well 
and staying healthy in this challenging 
world.
How is the Legion doing you ask? 
Very well we think, for several reasons 
because of:
• our dedicated core team that ran a 

very successful Friday Night Take- 
out Dinner service

• our famous Friday Burger Night 
during the summer months

• donations received from a very 
generous community

• the foresight to create and maintain 
a savings contingency fund that will 
allow us to continue to operate.  

Your Legion is here to stay!
Time now for a brief history lesson.  
Legions were created almost one hundred 
years ago. Your Pender Island Legion 
is over 70 years young. The Legion’s 
mission statement is “Our mission is 
to serve Veterans, including serving 
military and RCMP members and their 
families, to promote Remembrance, 

and to serve our communities and our 
country.” Other than government grants, 
all Legions are self supporting.  Our 
Legion generates revenue from food 
and bar sales, special events, hall rental 
fees, silent auctions, membership dues, 
and donations.
Now let’s talk about Meat Draws.  
Unfortunately these events have been 
cancelled until further notice.  When 
we do host them again, all the revenue 
generated from the Meat Draws is 
donated back to the Pender Island 
community.  Last year we donated over 
$12,000 to various Pender Island groups, 
and we awarded $3,000 to our annual 
bursaries and scholarship. We would 
like to thank the good folks at Tru Value 
Foods for packaging and selling to the 
Legion at a great price. The Legion then 
sells tickets, and if your ticket number is 
called, you get to pick your meat item.  
Sounds like fun, right?
Moving on to the children of Pender 
Island, our future.  Each year the 
Legion awards two bursaries and 
one scholarship to graduating Grade 
12 students.  Application forms are 
available online at penderislandrcl239.
com or in the Legion folder in the 
community box at Dockside Realty.  
Deadline is September 1.  
Now I know you are anxious to hear 
how you can help your Legion.  You can 
do so by:
• saying #25 Legion, for the Tru Value 

Spirit Board 1%
• joining the Legion at legion.ca
• making a Legion donation/bequest
• supporting our Friday Night take out 

dinners
• becoming a volunteer
In conclusion I will borrow the words of 
our good friend Dr. Bonnie Henry and 
say be calm, be kind, be safe.
Ken Pel ley,  Execut ive  Commit tee

SGI Community   
Resource Centre (CRC)

Greetings from the SGI 
CRC.  The CRC office 

is officially open 5 days a 
week, Monday - Friday from 

10 am - 4 pm.

We would like to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to the members of our 
community that have freely given their 
time and energy to assist those who need 
it most.  You make this a better place.  
The CRC is proud to assist in those 
endeavors and offer opportunities to 
volunteer.  We have a number of different 
programs, which are in the process of 
re-opening.  Check out our website for 
more details, or keep updated with our 
Facebook page. 
Computer Savvy Seniors

The CRC has been hard at work creating 
a series of Zoom based computer 
workshops which we will start offering 
in August.  Topics will include blogging, 
ecommerce, video calls, and basic 
computer skills for seniors.  Check out 
our CRC website regularly for current 
information about these courses as well 
as our other exciting programming.  If 
you have a specific question regarding 
computer workshops, feel free to email 
Max Stockholder at mayneislandcrc@
gmail.com. 
New Job Board and   
Employment Services

Connecting people looking for work 
with employers on Pender Island is 
often challenging, especially amid 
the uncertainty of the pandemic.  The 
CRC has made hiring and getting 
hired simpler.  We have launched a 
new job board where employers can 
easily post job ads and job seekers 
can find employment and volunteer 
opportunities.  The job board is located 
on the website sgicommunityresources.
ca/jobs.  This new job board is a 
community hub for fast, direct access 
to job listings for employers and job 
seekers.  As of mid-July we have dozens 
of job postings, and we are excited to 
keep our job board thriving. 
We can also assist with resume building, 
cover letters, interview skills, and 
more.  If your work or career path has 
changed, you are new to entering the 
workforce, or even if you are looking to 
update your skills, the CRC would like 
to help.  Please contact us at 629-3665 
or email info@sgicommunityresources.
ca.  Priscilla Maki, our Career Advisor, 
brings with her years of experience and 
training, and is happy to help.
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SGI CRC Youth Volunteer Hub

The Youth Volunteer Hub is a program 
designed to support and encourage 
volunteerism on the Southern Gulf 
Islands for youth ages 13-29.  We 
organize regular social events, group 
volunteer activities, skills workshops, 
and match youth with volunteer 
opportunities they are excited about.  If 
you have an idea for a program or event 
that you would be interested in, want to 
learn more about volunteering, or would 
like to sign up for our newsletter, send 
us an email at volunteer.sgicrc@gmail.
com. 
Grants and funding database

Over the past few weeks, the CRC has 
developed a database for grants and 
funding opportunities for individuals 
and organizations.  The database has 
been created with ease of use for nine 
parties: arts and culture, Indigenous 
specific grants, tourism, food safety and 
agriculture, environment, individuals, 
transportation, business, and community 
and local government.  The information 
included is organization, amount, 
deadline, grant focus, eligibility criteria/
target group, brief description, and 
where to find more info about the grant. 
For more information, or to be added 
to the mailing list, please contact 
sgicrcassistant@gmail.com.
SGI Community Justice Program

The Community Justice Program is 
preparing for the future and “Opening Up: 
Stage 1!” We plan to offer our Restorative 
Justice, Dispute Resolution, and Group 
Facilitation services to the Southern 
Gulf Islands this fall.  We look forward 
to shifting community concerns away 
from computer screens and smartphones, 
and towards in-person, respectful circles.  
At which time we can look at and listen 
to our fellow community members, 
and work towards consensus, healing, 
and action.  We welcome all those who 
share the views of the Southern Gulf 
Islands as: “A community that embraces 
inclusivity, accountability, compassion, 
and respect.” If you’re interested in 
volunteering with us, email us at sgicjp@
shaw.ca, check out our webpage at 
www.sgiccommunityresources.ca/cjp, or 
contact the Community Resource Centre.

Island Comeback Program

Back in May the CRC Island 
Coordinators encouraged and assisted 
island businesses to join The Island 
Comeback Program.  The Program 
encourages people to purchase gift 
certificates and/or donate to local 
businesses to support them through, 
and help them recover from, COVID 
closures.  The Program initiated by the 
Rural Islands Economic Partnership in 
conjunction with local Chambers just 
announced Island Comeback is now 
an ‘official Community partner’ with 
BC Ferries. This partnership will raise 
awareness about the Island Comeback 
project and encourage vendors and 
customers to visit the Island Comeback 
site.
BC Ferries will be providing considerable 
social media promotional support to the 
Island Comeback program. This means 
we will have exposure on a weekly basis 
to their 200,000 social media followers. 
This is a Big Deal! The island pages will 
be receiving more clicks and it offers the 
opportunity for greater exposure. Please 
go to islandcomeback.ca/ to learn more.
Island Kindness Project 
Pender Island Emergency Funds

Although a number of government 
benefits are accessible, there are many 
who are still falling through the eligibility 
cracks. This fundraising initiative is 
designed to address the practical needs 
of those in our community whose lives 
have been negatively impacted by the 
COVID-19 related economic downturn, 
with the goal of minimizing barriers to 
funds.
Donations can be made online, through 
GoFundMe https://www.gofundme.
com/f/pender-island-emergency-funds-
covid19, or via etransfer sgicrc@shaw.
ca or deposit into the “Island Kindness 
Project” account at Island Savings 
reference Community Fundraiser on 
your cheque.
Applications for funds are available 
for one time and are reviewed once per 
week by an independent board and the 
approved funds will be dispersed on a 
rolling basis via Tru Value gift cards 
($50, $100 or $200 denominations, 
depending on family size) or micro-
grants (up to $500).  Applications 

are available via the GoFundMe link 
(above) or at the CRC office Mon - Fri 
10 am - 4 pm.
To date we have helped close to 20 
families or individuals in need.  Your 
generous support of this fund enables us 
to provide tangible help for those who 
most need it - Thank you!  
Pender Island   
Small Business Support 

This is an opportunity for islanders 
to support local small businesses by 
providing micro-grants to qualifying 
small businesses and helping those 
negatively impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic to re-open their business. 
Applications for funds are reviewed by 
an independent board and the approved 
funds will be dispersed on a rolling basis 
as long as funds are available. Donations 
welcomed through the https://www.
gofundme.com/f/keep-business-in-
business, by e-transfer to sgicrc@shaw.
ca or directly to the Island Kindness 
SBS account at Island Savings. For 
more information email sgicrc@shaw.
ca or call 629-3665.  
Melody  Pender

South Pender   
Historical Society

It takes more than a 
shower of summer 

rain to daunt the 
faithful supporters of 

the South Pender Historical Society:  
32 hardy souls turned up for our long-
awaited, frequently-postponed AGM on 
July 11.  A last-minute change of venue 
saw us convening outdoors at Firehall 
#3, chairs carefully spaced according to 
COVID-19 protocols.  Display easels 
and our new mobile display stand were 
dotted around with interesting materials 
for all to see, thanks to a great deal of 
hard work by Robert Dill and Frank 
Trice.   Then came the rain.  Chairs and 
stands went back undercover quickly.  
People started arriving and were duly 
signed in for contact tracing.  The rain 
eased, so the chairs were brought out 
again and promptly occupied, with 
umbrellas providing splashes of bright 
colour. 
President Sandra Johnson opened the 
proceedings with a short and sweet 
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business meeting.  She thanked all the 
members and the Directors for helping 
to make the year 2019/2020 such a 
successful one and listed the community 
activities and events undertaken by the 
Society over the past year - including 
installation of the 13 Moon calendar 
at Poets Cove Resort & Spa, Art off 
the Fence, the Growers’ and Makers’ 
Heritage Market, the October Coffee 
House and Tim Johnson Quartet music 
nights, the Christmas Eve singalong, 
and participation in the Climate Action 
Project.  She also summarized other 
endeavours over the year including the 
installation of the Memorial Garden 
fence, removal of dead trees and 
creation of a new culvert and drainage 
ditch, cleaning of the church roof, the 
purchase of a new display panel to 
record the history of South Pender, and 
the completion of the Good Shepherd 
Stories written by Frank Trice.  It was 
indeed a busy year!  Sandra summed up 
with a quotation from retiring Director 
David Greer “It has been a privilege to 
be a part of an organization that quietly 
achieves so very much to honour the 
history of the South Pender community 
and to ensure a vibrant future.”   Finally, 
a motion was made to introduce a $10 
life-time membership fee.  This was 
seconded and carried unanimously.  
Several Board directors stepped down, 
and two new ones were elected.  Sandra 
continues as President, with Robert Dill 
continuing as Treasurer. 

Sandra would like to acknowledge 
the huge contribution of Robert Dill 
throughout the year as our Treasurer, as 
well as for his hard work researching, 
purchasing, and assembling the mobile 
display stand.  On that topic, Robert 
would welcome contributions of photos 
and/or stories from anyone who could 
help to fill in the gaps in our historical 
documentation.
Our intrepid speakers, Frank Trice and 
Barb Pender, then did a wonderful job 
entertaining us with their historical 
stories.  We were glad of the microphone 
set up (thanks to Tim Johnson) to 
help us hear in our spread-out seating 
arrangement, and at no time did the rain 
cause anyone to abandon!
Frank Trice’s beautiful booklets Good 
Shepherd Stories - Volume I sold like 
hotcakes.  If you are interested in 
buying one - or several (at $7 each or 3 
for a bargain $20), you will find them at 
Talisman Books & Gallery.  If you are 
interested in joining the Society for (also 
a bargain!) $10 for life, please email 
Sandra Johnson at sandralhjohnson@
gmail.com.
At this point in time we are hoping to 
hold our annual Growers’ & Makers’ 
Heritage Market at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd on the Labour Day 
weekend, as usual, so please watch for 
confirmation and details in due course.
Patr ic ia  Cal lendar

reCreation and leisure

Pender Island   
Field Naturalists
PIFN

For the past several 
months we have 

featured various flora 
and fauna found on Pender Island.  
This month includes information 
about another interesting plant that 
is sometimes seen in our area, the 
Ghost Pipe (Monotopa uniflora).  This 
perennial plant is unusual in that it has 
fleshy, waxy, white coloured leaves and 
flowers. As a result it is also known as 
ghost flower, corpse plant, and ice plant.  
Although it appears fungus-like, it is a 
plant not a fungus, and displays its white 
colour as it does not have chlorophyll 
that makes most plants green in colour.  
Chlorophyll is necessary for plants 
to make the food required to sustain 
themselves, but the Ghost Pipe gets 
around this by getting its nutrition from 
the conifer trees around it.  It does this 
by being connected via a lattice of fungi 
called mycelia that connects it directly 
to the roots of nearby conifer trees and 
in this way obtains its nutrition from 
those trees.  Particularly in our Douglas 
Fir forests there is an extensive network 
of mycelia that connects many trees 
together.  Check out Plants of Coastal 
British Columbia for more information.
This will be the last article from 
the Pender Island Field Naturalists 
(PIFN) as we are combining with 
the Pender Island Conservancy (the 
Conservancy).  In a communication 
sent out to its members in February, 
the PIFN advised that it was pursuing 
an initiative to combine its operations 
with the Conservancy.  The members 

Faithful supporters attending the South Pender Historical Society AGM

Ghost  Pipe
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that sent comments back indicated 
that they were in favour of this action.  
Since that time there have been several 
discussions between the two groups and 
on July 5, 2020 the PIFN board passed 
a resolution that it will terminate the 
organization effective August 31, 2020 
with a view to conducting the activities 
of its community education and related 
programs within the Conservancy going 
forward.
There are a number of reasons for 
wanting to combine the operations of 
the two groups.  First, there is overlap in 
what the two groups do.  PIFN’s mission 
is “To foster knowledge, understanding, 
and appreciation of the natural world…
through education, field trips and shared 
experiences” so community education is 
a big focus of our activities.  While the 
Conservancy has a broader mandate, 
including holding protective covenants 
and improving and protecting habitat, it 
also has a community education program.  
PIFN has had a vigorous community 
education program over the years  and 
by combining the two organizations that 
vigorous program will continue under 
the Conservancy’s banner.
A second reason is that Pender Island 
has a small population and having two 
organizations with similar goals makes 
it difficult to attract members and board 
members to the two organizations.  
Mayne and Galiano Islands each have 
only one organization fulfilling what the 
Conservancy and PIFN do separately.  
Further, many of the PIFN members are 
also members of the Conservancy and 
so it will reduce the cost to those who 
currently belong to both organizations.  
Finally, the cost of running two 
organizations, including insurance 
costs, will be reduced if there is only 
one organization.
PIFN members who are not members 
of the Conservancy will be given 
Conservancy memberships for the 
remainder of this year.  Further, PIFN 
members will continue to be members 
of BC Nature until the end of the year.
PIFN field trips and other activities have 
been covered by BC Nature insurance.  
After August 31 any activities conducted 
by the combined organization will 
be covered by insurance that the 
Conservancy currently holds.

The board of PIFN is excited about the 
future of the combined organization.  
The Conservancy has received funding 
to open an office at Hope Bay and has 
contracted with an individual who 
will coordinate its activities under the 
direction of the Conservancy board.  
Two members of the PIFN board are 
planning to join the Conservancy board 
with the prime objective of pursuing an 
active community education program.  
The Conservancy is committed to 
continue the field trips, both local and 
off island, and the speaker program.  
Subject to COVID-19 restrictions, that 
program will restart this fall.  The funds 
that PIFN will be turning over to the 
Conservancy will be allocated to the 
community education program.
Over the years PIFN has received 
support from a number of community 
organizations and individuals.  Gerry 
McKeating led the organization for 
many of the early years and was 
responsible for establishing the 
foundations of what the organization 
is today.  We have received funds from 
the Tru Value spirit board and the BC 
Nature Foundation and we thank them 
for their contributions.  We have had 
great support from our members and 
without them the organization would not 
function.  Similarly, we have had great 
leadership from our board members 
over the years and I would like to thank 
them for their service including the 
current board, Jim Blakeley, Christine 
Elliott, Derek Holzapfel, Jan O’Brien, 
and Don Peden.
We hope that Penderites will continue 
to support the Conservancy in its new 
incarnation and we think it will have a 
big and even more positive role to play 
going forward.
Bob Verge t te ,  Chair 

Pender Island Garden Club

Well, as I write this it 
looks as if summer 

has finally arrived, but 
the wet early part of summer helped 
the gardens get established for the 
drier summer weather now here.  The 
Garden Club executive met earlier in 
July, social distancing of course, and 
have some fantastic plans for the 20/21 
year.  We heard from some of you that 

you needed more sessions for beginners 
and that we have for you.  We are 
also trying to reschedule some of the 
cancelled meetings.  Not all the events 
are confirmed so there is not much that I 
can tell you now.
We are hoping our first two meetings 
can be held outside, if weather permits, 
and we also have some plans to allow 
for social distancing for the cooler, 
wetter months when we have to move 
inside.  Once again until everything 
is confirmed I cannot pass on any 
information but leave this with you as 
a teaser.  You will have to wait for The 
Pender Post in September to see our 
new plans.
Val  Butcher

Pender Island Golf and 
Country Club
PIG&CC

Usually by this time 
summer is in full swing 

and we are wishing for some 
rain, however as I write this, summer 
appears to have arrived just three days 
ago!  So while technically the summer 
is almost half over,  it sure doesn’t feel 
like it. With the rain we have had and 
the hard work of Greg and his crew, 
the course is in great shape. This has 
been frequently commented on by our 
members as well as visiting golfers.
Men’s and ladies’ days have been 
continuing smoothly with everyone 
getting used to playing with consecutive 
tee times (as opposed to our usual 
shotgun start) and our captains have 
done a great job getting us to adapt to  
our “new normal.”
This seems like a good time to mention 
again that the Pender Island Golf Club 
is open to all and is a Not-for-Profit 
Society run by a volunteer board of 
directors. Our green fee rates are still 
one of the best deals in BC so if you’ve 
been meaning to get out to the Club 
now is a great time. Our two-for-one 
Wednesdays are still going strong; show 
up with a friend and golf  for half price. 
Twilight rates start at 4 pm and it’s still a 
beautiful time of day for a round of golf. 
Go to our website penderislandgolf.ca to 
book online (please read our COVID-19 
protocols) or call the pro shop at 629-
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6659 and we will be happy to book a tee 
time that works for you.    
We are opening our small pro shop to 
one person at a time (preferably with a 
mask on!) so if you are suffering from 
a lack of  retail therapy please come 
and look at our clothing for the 2020 
season. Don’t golf? Our clothing is 
stylish, comfortable, and ideal if you 
like running, hiking, kayaking, and 
camping.            
The patio is now open at El Faro and is a 
wonderful place to sit with a cool drink 
and have a “take out” lunch after a fun 
round of golf. For more info please call 
Becky and Deryk at 250-951-6224.
A bad attitude is worse than a bad 
swing. ~ Payne Stewart
Michel le  Galaugher,  Pro  Shop

Pender Island    
Otters Swim Club

The summer is 
speeding by, but 

we don’t seem to be 
‘out of the woods’ yet as far as getting 
back to being fully normal.  Yes, we 
did hear back from Panorama Pool 
that with ‘start-up plans’ and policies 
for social distancing at the pool getting 
sorted, they are projecting opening in 
mid to late August - no firm date yet to 
report. Keep a watch on our webpage 
for information.  On Saltspring Island, 
where the community is smaller than 
Saanich, and it is a single-use facility 
rather than a full recreation center, they 
opened the Rainbow Road pool on July 
13.  They have restricted open times to 9 
am - 3 pm, so have also limited numbers 
of people  in the pool at any time.  The 
Otters are hoping to get at least the last 
two weeks of summer swimming at 
Panorama, once all the strategies have 
been worked out at the pool.  And, in a 
tentative plan, the Saltspring Stingrays 
Swim Club has invited the Otters to a Fun 
meet on Saltspring Island, before school 
starts again in September.  Of course 
social distancing practices will apply, 
but with only two clubs participating, 
it should not exceed the event numbers 
limit.  It will be a chance for our 
swimmers who have been diligently 
doing land-based zoom work-outs and a 
few open water swims, to actually do a 

few races, if everything goes well.  As to 
September and fall season registration, 
we are working with Panorama to 
set it up.  Many thanks goes out to 
our wonderful Head Coach Cassidy 
Fraser who has spearheaded keeping 
our membership engaged during this 
challenging summer.  Until next month, 
keep well and safe everyone, and fingers 
crossed, we Otters might finally get our 
goggles on and do some laps before the 
summer ends.
Helen  Lemon-Moore ,  Pres ident

Cover story

August is here, and the weather 
is finally beginning to feel like 

summer. The Pender Post August cover 
shot of a busy male rufous hummingbird 
looks like confirmation that summer 
had arrived.  Photographer Lynn Price-
Wallace can take a deep bow for this 
photo.  Lynn also contributed an earlier 
cover photo, the spectacular one with 
the cedar waxwing picking off a wild 
currant in mid-air.  This month’s cover 
shot has another Pender Post connection.  
Last fall when our Production Manager, 
Michel Pelletier, and Lynn were talking 
about plants, Michel mentioned that 
hummingbirds seemed to love Hardy 
Fuchsia.  He gave Lynn some Hardy 
Fuchsia cuttings, which she promptly 
planted.  The hummingbirds went 
straight to the newly flowering Fuchsia.  
I’d like to point out that Michel is a 
Pender Post Research Department 
grad, except for the fact that he is not.  
However, he does know some neat stuff 
about which birds like which flowers.
Summer 2020 was a long time coming, 
and this year’s COVID-19 has made 
the wait feel even longer. Enjoy the 
great weather but remember to continue 
to be vigilant and respectful of others.  
Keep doing all the necessary things, like 
maintaining hand hygiene and personal 
distancing, wearing a mask when 
shopping indoors or wherever the six-
foot rule is unmanageable, and avoiding 
large gatherings.  From behind your 
mask please, please continue to smile.  
Your smile may not be seen but your 
eyes will convey it!
And when you see first responders, the 
staff from the Recycling Depot, the 

retail stores, gas station, the vet’s office, 
and many others who continue to go that 
extra mile so that life for the rest of us 
can carry on as normally as possible, 
please don’t hesitate to give them a 
thumbs-up and a sincere thank-you.
Mike  Wi ley

Pender Post Past
August 1990

As August is usually a slow month, 
the 1990 August issue of The 

Pender Post reflects that fact but among 
the articles was one by the Health Care 
Society reminding people on Pender 
Island that due to resignations and 
holidays, there were not enough crew to 
send out an ambulance if a call came in, 
and volunteers were desperately needed.  
The Pender Island Fall Fair was 
held on August 25 and people were 
busy shampooing sheep, bottling 
beer, pickling cukes, and arranging 
flowers etc. to enter into the various 
competitions.  
September 4 was called Flannigans’s 
Day and arrangements were being made 
to celebrate Peter Flannigan’s100th 
birthday at the Legion with a “come and 
go” celebration.  It was reported that 
Peter was the first Pender resident to 
reach this age. 
The Canadian Cancer Society, Pender 
Island Unit provided support for cancer 
fighters and published a poem about hugs 
which is too long to replicate here but 
contained the words, “The hug! There’s 
just no doubt about it, we could scarcely 
survive without it.  A hug delights and 
warms and charms, it must be why God 
gave us arms.” In this current pandemic 
hugs are in short supply, so I leave you 
all with a big virtual hug.
Val  Butcher
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Following May when our temperatures 
were slightly above average, I was 

expecting real summer weather in June, 
but temperatures were unusually low 
in the first two weeks of the month and 
did not rise above average until June 17 
and then not by very much.  The only 
really hot day was June 25 when the 
temperature rose to 26oC, but only for 
a day.   The maximum, minimum, and 
mean daily temperatures for the month 
were very close to the 34 year average.  
The lake water was getting cooler 
instead of warmer until near the end of 
the month, when it rose to 22oC, and that 
was much lower than last June when the 
water was a pleasant 25oC.  The garden 
did not seem to mind and everything 
was growing well, although the apricots 
would have liked more sunshine and 

higher temperatures.  We had welcome 
rain on June 9, the heaviest rain for about 
six weeks, and by the time we were half 
way through the month we had exceeded 
the average precipitation for June.  Our 
total rainfall for the month was 40 mm, 
about the same amount as we received 
in May.   It was the tenth wettest June 
in 34 years.  It is not going to be a drier 
summer than usual (see my comments 
in The Pender Post for July) but it could 
be worse; it was snowing near Calgary 
on June 14. 
It is August now and statistically this is 
our second hottest month, just a little 
cooler than July.  It is also our second 
driest month after July.  The lowest 
August precipitation I have recorded 
was 1.4 mm in 1998 and the highest 
was 92.0 in 1991.  There has been no 

Weather observations For June 
                           Average Temperatures          Extreme Temperatures          Precipitation
                        Max   Min   Mean              High              Low
Magic Lake   20.4   10.7   15.6                 26.0 on 25th   8.0 on 1st, 2nd, 3rd         40.0   
Normal           20.6   10.5   15.6                 32.5 in 2015  6.0 in several years      30.9

3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC

MIEKE TRUIJEN

Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week

Evenings &
Home Visits

Doctor’s referral not required

Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics 
Osteoporosis

Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions

Call For an Appointment

Physiotherapy Clinic
RPT

250.629.9910 

www.miekephysio.com

health  & healing serviCes

trend; high and low precipitation occurs 
randomly.  Average daily maximum 
temperature has been more consistent 
than precipitation and in 1987 it was the 
same as the average over 1987 - 2019.  
2017 was our warmest August with an 
average daily maximum of 27.9oC.
I am writing this in July, and we are still 
very restricted in our activities. I hope 
the restrictions are not lifted too soon. 
We need to be very careful to avoid the 
virus and we also have to be aware of 
fire danger at this time of year.  We were 
given a few days to burn at the end of 
June, and the fire hazard right now is low 
but that will probably change in August, 
and of course no fires are allowed at 
least until the end of September.
Malcolm Armstrong 
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ContraCtors

Shorehaven 
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter

Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

General Contracting
Project Management

Site Preparation
Renovations

Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work
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ContraCtors

Quality service available
for all your plumbing

and gas needs

Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations

Journeyman
Licenced
Insured

30 Years Experience

Email
penderplumber@gmail.com

References gladly provided

Construction
Decks, Stairs, & 
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs

References Available
Worksafe Certified

Strong communication and organizational skills

Lance Mueller
778.676.0061

thebigdogservices@gmail.com

BIG DOG
S e r v i c e s

Professional Service...
Professional Results...

Let’s Gutter done!

James Constable
250.629.6222
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Be sure to look us up at
islandglasstek.com

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window   
 Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and 
 Frameless Stainless Steel  
 Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies   
 (Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and   
 Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

A DIVISION OF

• Chimney Inspections

• Chimney Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repair

9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

markftts@gmail.com

ContraCtors

Architectural Millwork
Custom Doors and 

Windows
Stairs and Handrail

Kitchens and Cabinets

Certified Duradek Vinyl Installations
Excell Aluminum Railing Installations

Rot Repair & Deck Reconstruction

Contact us for a free estimate

250-655-0666
gulfislandsdeck@gmail.com

DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
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C. BOYTE
ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS
Providing:
• quality design wiring
• overhead and 

underground service
installations

• over 20 years on the
Gulf Islands.

For estimates and information
on your residential, commercial,

or industrial project, call

Charlie at 250-537-0166

24 Hour Emergency Service

Bonded – Reg. #35042

ContraCtors

alaneneil@shaw.ca

More than 20 years of electrical service on Pender Island
New Construction • Renovations • Emergency Power Systems • Landscape Lighting

Generator Service and Supply

alan@gentechpwr.com

250-999-7977

Booking for fall service now.

Make sure your generator 
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

-Certified Technician

-Generac Warranty Work

-Maintenance Packages
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ContraCtors

250.629.6690250.629.6690
piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Residential & Commercial Pick-upResidential & Commercial Pick-up
Organics and Discarded Materials

Medicine Beach Drop-offMedicine Beach Drop-off
7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk

Household discarded materials Household discarded materials (Three bag daily maximum)
(No construction waste, banned materials, or recycling)

Other ServicesOther Services
Bin Service • Demolitions • Chuck n’ Go” • Portable Toilets

Estate Clean-ups • Commercial Recycling
Hauling from Saanich and Victoria

Tree Frog
 Spas

Registered
H2O Spa Dealer, 

and Warranty Repair

Mike Jamieson
  250-222-6453

jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation 

Pender Island

           All New Rental Tools!
   Water grinder and concrete mix for making  
   your own concrete countertops. Come see
   us for ace.
   Also checkout our new Fein Multister
   Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.

Your
Two Block
Contractor

Ad
Could

Go
Here
For
$20
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ContraCtors
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Pender Island  
Chiropractic Clinic 
Dr. G. Mark Wensley BSc DC Active Release Certified (ART) 

Serving the Pender Islands for 24 years.

Monday 9 am – 5 pm 
Fridays 9:30 am – 5 pm 

250.629.9918 
Pender Islands Health Centre 
5715 Canal Road
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

Driftwood: 250-629-3383  *  Hope Bay: 250-629-3166  *  Sidney: 250-656-5062
Saturna: 250-539-2121  *  Galiano: 250-661-8583 * Campbell River: 250-203-3919

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

*Indicates the last MLS list price
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MLS# 843220 - 1.78ac. - $165,000 MLS# 844160 - $350,000

MLS# 842996 - $425,000

MLS# 836708 - $475,000

MLS# 844399 - $42,900

MLS# 839044 - $1,349,000
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PRO U DLY  S O L D

SPECTACULAR WF,  DEEP WATER DOCK - MLS# 8413574 - $2,195,000
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(18ABC) - *$69,000 each
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

AL TRELFORD 
250-629-3383

COLIN DENTON
250-629-2210

EMIL CHERVATIN 
250-661-8583

GAVIN LONERGAN
778-977-2507

JAIME MacLEAN
604-505-9144                                                      

SANDY MUNDY
250-507-6546 

SAM BOYTE
250-704-6226   

SHERRIE BOYTE 
250-217-0338

TANJA LONERGAN
250-507-2487

enjoy your  

SU M
M

ER

PRO U DLY  S O L D

PRO U DLY  S O L D

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

MLS# 841582 - *$389,000

PRO U DLY  S O L D

MLS# 823692 - *$512,900

PRO U DLY  S O L D

PRO U DLY  S O L D

MLS# 842994 - *$549,000

MLS# 841471 - *$489,000

PRO U DLY  S O L D

Well priced listings are currently selling very quickly.  We have lots of buyers looking for a home or getaway in 
smaller, rural communities.  

For a free no-obligation Current Market Analysis (CMA), give one of our agents a call.  We look forward to hearing 
from you!

We continue to follow strict COVID protocols to keep our community safe.

Stay safe and well,
Your Dockside Realty Team

MLS# 834418 - *$898,000MLS# 841301 - *$530,000
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NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING
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