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WE’RE COMMITTED  
TO SUPPORTING YOU

Keeping it Simple®

JENNIFER KAILA
 Financial Advisor
 t: 250-213-8463 
 e: JKaila@islandsavings.ca

Our Island Savings teams are looking forward to continuing  
to serve you for all your banking needs while providing expert  
financial advice. You can continue to take advantage of our full 
range of online and mobile banking services, as well as an expanded 
list of services available through our telephone-based Member 
Advice Centre, available seven days a week at 1-888-597-1083. 

I will continue to serve Pender Island so  
please contact me directly for in-person  
or virtual appointments.

islandsavings.ca Bank. Borrow. Insure. Invest.
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Cover Photo

Enjoy the natural beauty of the Festive 
Season.  To read about the cover 

story by Mike Wiley and to learn of the 
military members from the November 
cover, turn to page 38 or go to www.
penderpost.org.

SubSCriPtionS

A huge thank you to all our readers 
who so promptly renewed their 

subscriptions for 2021 and sent in the 
renewal forms.  We really appreciate 
that so many of you are able to pay 
with etransfers.  This makes the renewal 
process much easier.  To those who are 
sending or have sent cheques, we thank 
you also.  We want you to know that it 
will take a little longer for us to get your 
cheques to the bank now in Brentwood 
Bay.
If you have not renewed your 
subscription to The Pender Post for 
2021, please fill out the application on 
page 51 of this issue or go to   
www.penderpost.org.

DeaDline For January

The deadline for the January 2021 
issue will be one day earlier.  

We request that all submissions and 
advertisements be received well in 
advance of the deadline of 9 am on 
December 19, 2020. This will enable us 
to get The Pender Post completed and 
printed and allow everyone involved 
to enjoy the holiday season. We will 
remind everyone by email in December.

numberS Puzzle

I would like to introduce Malcolm 
Armtstong’s Numbers Puzzle in this 

issue on page 40.  Malcolm has come 
forward to supply a puzzle each month.  
Thank you, Malcolm.  Also, I would 
like to thank Cedar Lopatecki for his 
contribution of the Word Search Puzzle 
over the last several months.

ellen’S ChriStmaS GreetinG

I greet you all in the spirit of this season 
- with new beginnings, anticipation 

for a better and brighter future, and the 
warmth of family and friends sharing 
the love of the season.  This is in spite 
of the climate of COVID-19.  Christmas 
is at the top of our enjoyable and fun 
festivities of eating, visiting, and taking 
time out to enjoy each other.
This Christmas will be different

It’s strange how a pandemic can help 
us all realize and focus on what’s 
most important in our lives and our 
relationship to the world.  This same 
phenomenon happens when a close 
friend or family member is diagnosed 
with cancer or other life threatening 
illness.  All the frantic and superficial 
activity falls away, and what’s truly 
important comes into sharp focus.  The 
lens of Christmas can also do that.
The Christmas story takes us out of the 
ordinary.  Words like the Incarnation of 
God and love incarnate are brought into 
our lives.  A vulnerable baby not only 
reminds us of our own vulnerability, but 
is also a promise of a unique opportunity 
to become more fully alive and more 
connected to the ground of all Being.  
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agreed upon time) to measure the height, 
crown spread, and diameter of your big 
trees. If you are wondering how big the 
trees must be to qualify, our rule is that if 
it is big to you, it belongs in the registry!  
In the new year we will plan a Magic 
Lake Tree Crawl to register as many big 
trees from as many properties as we can.  
If you are interested in learning more or 
having your trees registered please visit 
www.raincoast.org/registry/ or email 
us at bigtree@raincoast.org. Also see a 
Raincoast full-page ad on page 30.
Shauna Dol l 

ZOO-isLANDER2021
Going Inside-Out!

Ready to bust your seams, or zap-
strap chaos into creations? Join us in 

the show for 2021! The fashion parade 
will go on, though we won’t be live. But 
it will be live-ly, like, full of life.
The  ZOO-isLANDER2021 theme 
“inside-out” can inspire in many ways. 
Start with an outdoor location and 
capture your pose. You don’t have to be 
alone; work with your bubble to double 
or quadruple your “runway.”

Adam Olsen MLA
Saanich North & the Islands

Thank you for
the opportunity
to serve you in 
the legislature.

I love the work that I do. 
It fires me up every day! 
WWe are in that chamber 
with integrity, standing 
up for what matters to us, 
and staying true to our values.  

The gift of the season, baby Jesus, offers 
a new way and new journey.
May you all receive the grace and 
blessings of this Christmas season as we 
journey together.
El len  and  Fami ly

SPeCial notiCeS

Santa’s Sac
Be An Elf!

Help Santa fill 
his sack this 

year!  It’s easy 
- all you have to 
do is: 

• come by the Dockside Realty office 
at Driftwood Centre and take a tag 
off the tree, which has the age of a 
child and the gift requested or needed

• buy the gift 
• return it unwrapped to the box outside 

the office by Friday, December 11
Note

This year, due to COVID-19, the tree 
will be outside the office each day. If 

you have any questions, open and stand 
by the door. If you are opening the door, 
a mask is required.
If you prefer to make a donation, please 
leave cash or cheque at the Dockside 
office. For tax receipts, make cheques 
payable to Parish of Saturna and Pender 
Islands with your name, address, and 
phone number clearly marked on the 
cheque or envelope and Santa’s Sac 
in the memo line. Please also consider 
donating your 1% at Tru Value to Santa, 
Spirit Board #10.
If you would like to help Santa wrap 
boxes, sort toys, or deliver hampers, 
take a volunteer form out of the Santa’s 
Sac folder from the Community Box, 
fill out, and return. If you or anybody 
you know needs a little extra care this 
season, please call 250-816-1519 or 
email santaonpender@gmail.com. All 
information and requests are strictly 
confidential.
Thank you to all who support this 
magical program on Pender Island. We 
wish you good health, love, and peace 
this winter and holiday season.
Terry  Shepherd

Calling Magic Lake 
Property Owners! 
We need your help!

If you have not already heard, the 
Raincoast Conservation Foundation 

and Pender Earth’s Tree-to-Sea Group 
launched the Pender Islands Big Tree 
Registry in September and we are on the 
hunt for big trees!  We are looking for 
participating property owners in Magic 
Lake who would like their trees added 
to the registry.  This will mean having 
a small group visit your property (at an 

Photo  by  Rachel  Lenkowski
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Use what you got. Bring out the 
treasures of your heart and gumption of 
your gut. Seek local supplies. Stay home 
and make wearable art!  
Join in, won’t you? Everyone is 
welcome; there’s even more room for 
designers, models, and spectators. Start 
by following @ZOO-iSLANDER! Then, 
Fashion yourself up and join the virtual 
parade, date tba.
We, as always, will need talented folk 
with technical skills! Help us make 
virtual virtuosity.     
Stay tuned. Go outside. Be well.
Madel in  Emery 

From our mla

I raise my hands in gratitude for 
the opportunity to continue as the 

representative of Saanich North and the 
Islands in the Legislative Assembly of 
British Columbia. Thank you!
I’m honoured to be entrusted with this 
important responsibility and I pledge to 
work every day to better understand our 
communities so I can more effectively 
advocate on our behalf.
Over the past three and a half years I have 
established strong community networks 
and by continuing to work in the spirit 
of coordination and cooperation, we 
will advance our local interests to 
government institutions and secure 
investments in healthcare, education, 
transportation, and infrastructure. 
Together, we will speak with a unified 
voice when we need to seek the support 
of the provincial government.
In the coming weeks we will be moving 
the constituency office to a new location 
in Sidney. We are seeking a street level 
space that accommodates community 
engagement as well as a secure and safe 
environment to serve constituents who 
need our advocacy. The constituency 
office is public space, paid for by public 
funds; as such, the boardroom and 
gathering spaces will continue to be 
available for you and your community 
organizations to use.
My role in the provincial government 
has changed. Throughout my first term 
I was both a partner in a productive 
minority government and also a member 

of the opposition. The experience I 
gained will be invaluable as I transition 
into an opposition MLA.
The opposition is often undermined 
and underestimated. Our system of 
government serves the public interest 
when there is a balanced distribution of 
power, when the checks and balances 
are maintained, and mechanisms for 
transparency and accountability are 
respected.
I look forward to fully embracing the 
challenges and opportunities as a member 
of the opposition. I’m committed to 
asking thoughtful questions in an effort 
to improve our provincial governance 
and I’m excited to accept Premier John 
Horgan’s invitation to propose good 
ideas and work with the government to 
advance them.
Thank you again for your confidence. I 
look forward to connecting with you in 
the weeks and months ahead.
If you have any questions, comments, 
or concerns please email me at Adam.
Olsen.MLA@leg.bc.ca or call us at 250-
655-5600.
Adam Olsen is  the MLA-Elect  for 
Saanich North and the Is lands

in aPPreCiation

How wonderful to see the cover of 
your November edition and to 

read Mike Wiley’s story. I have a very 
personal and happy reason I am so 
thrilled with it.
The lower left-hand photo is of my dad, 
John Barton, who at the time was all of 
19 years old. He is still as handsome 
as ever at 86 as he was back then, and 

I could not be more proud to be his 
daughter!
My dad sounded giddy with delight 
when he phoned to tell me his photo was 
on the cover, and he was very touched 
and grateful to the person who provided 
him with a copy so that he could send it 
to me in Belleville, Ontario.
I was misty-eyed when I opened the 
envelope earlier today. Time and 
distance from an aging parent, and the 
current global climate causing travel 
concerns, makes being apart more 
difficult at times, so I too am thankful 
to the person who coordinated his 
receiving the cover. 
Liz  Rober ts

Merry Christmas to all my 
Pender friends

I moved during COVID-19 and didn’t 
get to say good-bye to many of you.  

I miss everyone and my life on Pender 
Island. I am thankful for the many 
wonderful years I enjoyed and wish 
it could have continued longer.  I’m 
living in Port Coquitlam now, near my 
family, and appreciate their help.  I wish 
everyone happiness and a continued 
good life on Pender Island.  Best wishes 
and the best Christmas that COVID-19 
will allow.  I hope the new year brings 
happiness for us all.
Sharon Salmon

Thank you

We would like to thank so many, 
many people who have helped us 

through the last couple of months.
Between first an MS flare and then the 
long-awaited replacement of Ian’s left 
knee, we were floundering. And then 



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 08 

Pender, in its Pender way, came to the 
rescue.
PIJazz, as it tries to find a way for 
some players to keep the music coming 
through a pandemic, stepped up to help 
me with meals as Ian parked himself in 
a chair for a few weeks, only rising to 
do his knee exercises. And since most 
of PIJazz is of the male persuasion, 
many of their wives gave their time and 
cooking skills to us.
We also were in the middle of a much 
needed bathroom renovation when 
things went sideways in August. Trades 
people, who were booked solid, found 
some time to work on things for us. 
We’re not done yet but we’re a whole 
lot closer to completion.
Then there’s work out in the yard that 
was underway. Others have stepped 
forward to help with that. Our recycling 
shed has gone from being full to almost 
empty because of volunteer assistance. 
Our garden is cleaned up and tucked in 
for the winter.
Then there’s the weekly CRC grocery 
delivery volunteers and our personal 
Costco fairy, who have taken care of us 
for many months now.
We’re afraid to name names for fear of 
missing someone.
To all who have lent a hand, stopped 
by for a distanced visit, and kept in 
touch with us by computer and phone 
throughout our difficult times, we can’t 
thank you enough.
Vick i  and  Ian  Dut ton

the artS

Pender Island Art Society

Well, this year is 
finally drawing to 

close, thank goodness! 
Society used to think 
that 13 was unlucky and 

that 666 was a truly “bad” number, but 
certainly an argument that 2020 is the 
“worst” could be made.
We’re doing our best to keep plugging 
along and keep interested people engaged 
in art. We’ve had a few successful 
sessions; most recently Margaret 
Alpen showed about ten members how 
to do monoprints with watercolour. 
We are going to try one more session 
before Christmas on December 7 in 
the afternoon at the Anglican Hall. It 
will focus on the foundational skill of 
drawing, possibly with different media 
and techniques. If you choose to attend, 
do bring any extra supplies you have to 
share. Also, if you have some art trading 
cards from this fall, bring those to share 
in case we see members who haven’t 
attended up till now. We absolutely 
understand that these are challenging 
times and everyone has somewhat 
different comfort levels with exposure 
within our community, but knowing that 
I’m getting out and seeing others who 
are active in the art community is a bit 
of a push to do more than what I have 
been accomplishing.  As usual, I will 
send out information by email shortly 
beforehand and ask people to preregister 
so that we can ensure we are following 
proper protocols. A mask is a must.
Let’s not forget that our usual November 
show will not be held at the Community 

Hall but rather it will be a virtual show 
online from November 27 to December 
25. Any submissions or changes must go 
through Jane Baker. She can be reached 
via email at info@janebaker.ca. We are 
really missing holding the physical art 
show, which has an ambiance that an 
online show just doesn’t, but please do 
take a look at what is being shown and 
encourage others to do the same. The 
show can be accessed through the PIAS 
website at penderislandart.com.
Our society wishes everyone the very 
best over the holiday season and a 
healthy and happy 2021!
Brenda S ledz insk i

Pender Island   
Celtic Music Society

The Pender High-
landers were 

pleased to participate in 
the Remembrance Day 
Ceremony, albeit an 
adapted version minus 

the usual crowd and indoor gathering.  
Instead of the customary marching en-
trance leading up to the actual ceremo-
ny, band members placed themselves on 
the lower level, below the cenotaph, in 
what has become known as the “COVID 
Circle,” at the required distance from 
one another. We opened the ceremony 
with the traditional Scotland the Brave.
Following the two-minute remembrance 
silence, Pipe Major Larry Dempster, 
standing at the cenotaph, played the 
haunting lament, Flowers of the Forest, 
a fitting tribute to all lives lost in combat.  
This was a first for Larry, a touching 
privilege he was honoured to perform.

Pender Island Arts Society presents

Le Petit Salon: Virtually!
November 27 - December 25

The Pender Island Arts Society will be presenting
an online show this fall due to COVID-19.  
Please visit our web site:
https://penderislandart.com/
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morning and afternoon

b r e at h E    s t r e t c h     b e  s t i l l     r e l a x     p l ay     J O Y     s t r e n g t h     at t e n t i o n     b a l a n c e     c a l m     a w a r e n e s s     B R E AT H E .  
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InDividual Yoga PRACTICE 
WITH ELLA AT HER STUDIO 
on tranquil Buck Lake

yoganestpender.ca
To book a class or for more information:

Ph. 250.629.0051

online classes through Facebookan
d

Thanks to young photographer Kenta 
Kikuchi, the event was masterfully 
captured and transmitted via livestream.  
Among others, friends of the band 
in north central Alberta followed us 
on Facebook, commenting on the 
professional quality of the emission.
Before dispersing, the band played 
several typical Remembrance Day 
pieces including Suo Gan, Highland 
Cathedral, and Green Hills/The Battle’s 
O’er.
Then, it was Larry’s turn again, to play at 
the memorial cairn on Clam Bay Road, 
commemorating the tragic death of 
Pilot Officer Grover Sargent, February 
4, 1943.
Marie  Dion

Pender Island   
Community Choir

Sadly, the Board has decided that there 
will not be a Spring session of the 

Community Choir, but we are hopeful 
that we will all be back together in 
September of 2021. This was a difficult 
decision but made in the best interests 

of choir members and the community. 
In the meantime, sing loud - sing often!
There are still a few choir members who 
have not returned music. Please return 
to the Dockside Realty office Monday - 
Friday, 9 am - 4 pm. If you are unable 
to return in person, please call me at the 
office at 629-3383 and we will arrange 
to have it picked up.
Please visit our website www.tinyurl.
com/penderchoir for updates.
We wish you all the best for a peaceful, 
joyous and safe holiday season.
Terry  Shepherd ,    
Communicat ions  L ia ison

Pender Island   
Quilters’ Circle

No v e m b e r 
blues? Not 

at the Pender 
Quilters’ Circle. Mask making 101 
was on the menu and Janet Ellis, our 
professional mask maker, took us 
through the paces on how to make a 
mask and keep us safe. Twelve quilting 
members came out to get busy keeping 

our families safe. Patterns for small, 
medium, and large masks to fit all the 
members of your family were available 
to make. The demonstration was so 
well done by Janet, it made those who 
came prepared eager to try it out. Cats, 
flowers, stripes, and solid prints were 
the flavour of the day. We thank Janet 
for all her efforts on our behalf.
Charlotte reminded us all that UFO 
time was still available. She has a bag 
of wonderful chocolates just waiting for 
you to come to show and share and let us 
see your handy work. Heather Duncan 
has been very busy with lovely projects 
to view: a very darling Halloween table 
runner, a bright and cheery hexagon 
lap quilt with some very scrumptious 
materials, and fat quarter pieced squares 
with very interesting patterns - a sewer’s 
delight: safety pins, scissors, measuring 
tapes, and the list goes on. The fat 
quarters came from a shop in Nova 
Scotia and Heather is waiting on her 
next project from the same company.  
From last month’s projects four quilters 
came with finished flower vases. Karen 
W. put hers in a shadow box frame and 
it was very lovely in lively oranges and 
purples. Ann’s flower vase was shades of 
blues and purples and Susan D showed 
off her vase with black and white prints 
with orange and gold flowers. They were 
all very interesting. Our President Laura 
was well pleased. In honor of Dianne 
McAuley’s generous contribution to 
our club, the Monday gals put together 
a lovely lap quilt to share with Dianne 
at Christmas. Bright pinks and purples 
will add a lot of great colour to Dianne’s 
room in Victoria.
Speaking about Christmas, it was 
generally decided that our usual 

Pender  Highlanders  a t tend  the  Remembrance  Day  Ceremony
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Christmas party will have to be 
postponed until a better time. Sharing 
food, games, and exchanging gifts just 
does not work in this COVID year. 
But worry not, the executive will come 
up with something fun to do for our 
December meeting on December 14 at 
9:30 am at the Anglican Parish Hall. The 
final details have not been worked out 
at the moment, but it will be fun, never 
fear. How about a morning of learning 
free motion quilting? That is a challenge 
to be sure. You will all have more details 
before the meeting, so watch for an 
email coming your way.
Margaret Vergette shared with us a very 
sad note to our meeting. Anna Kinister 
has passed away.  Anna was our treasurer 
extraordinaire for many years. Anna 
never quilted; she just loved the women 
that did, and kept our books in great 
order. We send our sincere sympathies 
to all her family and friends.
Something new is going to happen in 
the January issue of The Pender Post: 
“Reflections from a Quilter.”  Our 
President Laura Vilness will be writing 
on quilting philosophy. Stay tuned for 
some interesting insight into why we 
quilt.
So, you better watch out, you better not 
cry, make your quilting list and give it to 
Santa. Christmas is coming right around 
the corner. We wish all our quilting 
families the best it can be this Christmas 
season. Stay safe, enjoy the family you 
can, and stay in touch with the friends 
and family that you can only phone. 
Phone calls will keep friends and family 
as happy as they can be.
Merry Christmas and Happy 2021
Karen  Gagnier

PIJazz

PIJazz is doing its best to keep on 
playing and, as always, is open to 

new players joining the band.
With COVID-19 on everyone’s radar, 
the jazz band had been practising 
at the Anglican Parish Hall every 
Tuesday at 2:30 pm with players set 
up two metres apart and doors open for 
good ventilation. But under the new 
restrictions, there will be no practices 
until further notice. Just keep in mind 
that when things resume, anyone is 
welcome to join. Bring your instrument 
and a music stand if you have one.
For various reasons, about half the band 
has opted out of playing at this time. The 
remaining players are hoping to pull 
together some Christmas music and play 
it publicly, on more than one occasion, 
in a suitably distanced manner. 
It’s not how anyone imagined a season 
of PIJazz would develop, but the band 
is still here.
If you have any questions about life in 
the band, contact Manfred Burandt at 
250-222-1004 or Kathy Curtis at 629-
9938.
Vick i  Dut ton

Ptarmigan Arts

From everyone at 
Ptarmigan Arts, we 

hope you enjoy a safe and 
happy holiday season! 
Though things look a lot 

different this year, there is still much 
delight to be found in each day, and 
we hope that joy and peace follow you 
through the season into the new year.

Felting Workshops

We are pleased to be offering two felting 
workshops this month with Debbie 
Katz! On December 11 you’ll get to 
make a big, colourful peony flower to 
display at home or give as a gift, and on 
December 18, you’ll get to make your 
very own felted beret. Both workshops 
are happening at the Community Hall 
from 1:30 - 4:30 pm and are open to 
adults and kids aged 10+ (under 10 may 
be accompanied by an adult). Spots are 
limited and COVID-19 restrictions are 
in place. Register and get all the details 
on our website.
Arts for Wellness

These are challenging times for mental 
health, and we know that the arts play 
a very big role in improving our mental 
states of being. Through our Art for 
the Heart program, which pairs older 
adults with a music therapist or visual 
arts instructor for one-on-one sessions, 
or our COVID-19 Care packages for 
those facing isolation, we hope to help 
bring the arts to those who need it 
most right now. If you know someone 
who would benefit from either of these 
programs, please get in touch with us. 
All correspondence will be confidential. 
More information can be found on our 
website.
PIJazz Band

Ptarmigan Arts is happy to welcome the 
PIJazz Band to our roster of programs. 
Directed by Steph Jackson, this long-
established group plans to meet at the 
Anglican Parish Hall every Tuesday 
at 2:30 pm when current restrictions 
are lifted, with players set up two 
metres apart and doors open for good 
ventilation. The 2021 session runs from 
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January to June and the band is looking 
for new members! If you are a jazz 
player and would like to join, you can 
register for the upcoming season on our 
website. The cost is $96 for 12 weeks 
($8/session), and subsidies are available.
Ukulele Strum

This month’s ukulele strums will be 
happening on December 2 and 16 from 
4 - 5 pm at the Hope Bay Studio. We are 
also livestreaming all the strums on the 
Ptarmigan Facebook page for anyone 
who isn’t able to join in person.
Community Gatherings

Thanks to our ongoing partnership with 
the Pender Island Health Society and the 
Community Hall, we are continuing the 
Friday gatherings this fall from 12 - 1 
pm. Join us to hear free live music from 
Enzo Marino and Friends on December 
4, Randy Lockhart on December 11, 
Melady Preece on December 18. There 
will be no Community Gathering on 
December 25.
The Gallery at Ptarmigan Arts

It’s been one year since we opened 
our doors, and what a year it has been! 
Despite having to close down for a 
few months this spring, we’ve had 
a wonderful year and have much to 
celebrate. We love being able to provide 
a place for the community to interact 
with our local artists, and we have lots 
of ideas and plans for the future. Right 
now, at the Gallery, Monica Bennett 
has curated a beautiful open-call show 
called Movement that is running over 
the holidays, until January 10. With 
pieces at all different price points, this 
is a great place to get your Christmas 
shopping done while supporting our 
local artists. We are open Tuesday and 

Wednesday from 11 am - 2 pm and 
Thursday - Sunday from 11 am - 3 pm.
For information on any of the above 
programs and The Gallery, visit our 
website www.ptarmiganarts.org.
Lauren  Mann 

Three on the Tree   
Production Society

December seems to be 
bringing another level 

of uncertainty this year as 
we are constantly shifting 

plans and ideas of what is possible 
and how we can get creative in our 
presentation of art to the community. 
This season the Magic Lake Lantern 
Festival will be in a different format than 
years of the past. We are shifting the 
event to accommodate the current safety 
regulations while still maintaining the 
community spirit and encouraging 
togetherness while staying apart. Prior 
to the current regulations we were 
hoping to present a hybrid event with 
both a digital film to view and a drop in, 
in-person music offering similar to the 
community gatherings presented at the 
Hall. Due to the current strict regulations 
on no gatherings, even when physically 
distanced and masked, we will be re-
evaluating what is possible as we go into 
December. We also plan to arrange take-
away kits for lantern making and hope 
that you will create something beautiful 
and inspiring at home that references 
your dreams for the New Year. While 
it is really impossible to give exact 
details at this time, please visit our 
new website www.threeonthetree.
org or our Facebook page, search  
threeonthetreependerisland for updates 

Kid’s Corner

In the Bookstore...

Come visit  the 
"Kids' Corner" 

Books, Toys, 
Puzzles, and 

Games
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F a r m  F r e s h  F r e e  R a n g e

E g g s
A p p l e  J u i c e

W a l n u t s
S h e p h e r d ' s  C r o f t  F a r m

2 2 3 4  P o r t  W a s h i n g t o n  R o a d

6 2 9 - 6 6 4 4

         STORAGE
      WINDJAMMER SELF STORAGE

             NOW AVAILABLE
     

        Unheate d Clean an d Dry U nits   

          Sizes 8' X 9' and 8' X 12'

  Call Jeremy at 629-0019
          

                (Just remember 19)

on what will be offered and how to 
view it or participate from home. In this 
time it feels important to keep ourselves 
inspired by the endless possibilities of 
art, especially in the darkness of winter.
This past season we sponsored three 
grad murals created by the class of 
2020 and those are now installed at the 
Community Hall. We were hoping to 
have a grand unveiling but we will be 
encouraging the public to take a look at 
the beautiful panels they created, even if 
it is on your own time. Please also stay 
tuned for the unveiling details!
Lastly we are starting to think about 
ZOO-isLANDER2021. The creative 
details are outlined in an article by the 
amazing event mastermind, Madelin, but 
if you are interested in getting involved 
in this season’s distanced version please 
don’t hesitate to contact and we can get 
you in touch. alaiahamer@gmail.com
Alaia  Hamer,     
Programming Coordinator

Community ServiCeS

Community Paramedic

Since vaccines are 
top of the mind 

for many people right now, it seems 
an apt time to remind people that there 
are a variety of other vaccines that are 
available and recommended for adults 
as well as for children.
Some vaccines are covered by public 
health (e.g. tetanus - you need to get a 
new shot every ten years) while others are 
not and you must pay for them yourself 
(e.g. shingles vaccines).  Contact your 
doctor or pharmacist to find out what 
vaccines are recommended for you.
You can find more information about 
vaccines on either the HealthLink BC 
website at https://www.healthlinkbc.
ca/bc-immunization-schedules or the 
BC Centre for Disease Controlwebsite 
at www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/
clinical-resources/vaccines-in-bc.     
Community Events for December

• Every Friday, 3 - 4 pm, Friday Health 
Forum, Virtual Event*

• The Friday Health Forum is open to 
everyone, and people are welcome to 
participate for the full hour or to sim-
ply call in for a short conversation.

• Friday, December 11, 9:30 - 10 am, 
First Aid Friday, Virtual Event*

On the second Friday of every month, I 
host a virtual first aid discussion. 
*Virtual Events can be accessed either 
online (via a computer or cell phone) or 
via telephone (toll free from a landline).  
Please contact us via telephone or email 

(listed below) to receive the access 
information for our virtual events.   
If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please feel free to contact 
us at CP.PenderIsland@bcehs.ca or via 
landline at 629-6344.
Alyssa  Wool lcombe

CRD Bylaw and   
Animal Care Services
CRD Dog Licences for 2021

It is time to re-
new your CRD 

Dog Licence for 
2021.  Do so before December 31, 2020 
and save $5!
You can renew your permanent CRD 
Dog Licence in 4 different ways:
• by online banking
• by phone at 1-800-665-7899 using 

Visa or Mastercard
• by email at crddoglicencing@crd.

bc.ca
• by Canada Post.
Because dog tags are permanent you 
will not receive a new tag at the time 
of renewal.  Also, remember that you 
cannot renew your CRD Dog Licence 
at Pender Island Home Building Centre, 
only the four options above.  However, 
new licences and tags for unlicensed 
dogs can still be purchased there.
With permanent CRD Dog Licences, 
your dog licence information is available 
to our Officers 24 hours per day, 7 days 
a week with our Mobile Dog Licence 
app. We have LIVE CRD dog licence 
information in the palm of our hands, 
ready to assist you if your pet becomes 
lost or injured.
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We accept
drop-off of clean, 

non-invasive
brush/yard waste.

Such as
 • grass clippings
 • small branches 
 
Please call for more info...

250-629-6690

The CRD “Animal Regulation and 
Impounding Bylaw No.1, 1986” 
specifies that “the owner of a dog shall 
obtain a license for the calendar year, 
January 1 to December 31.”  Failure to 
do so can result in a fine of $100.
The CRD also offers free Cat ID Tags 
too!  Need more information? Visit our 
website www.crd.bc.ca/dogtag.
For more information, contact the CRD 
Bylaw and Animal Care Services:  
1-800-665-7899; website https://www.
crd.bc.ca/service/animals-pets, and 
Canada Post to 212-2780 Veterans 
Memorial Parkway, Victoria, BC, V9B 
3S6. 
Donald  Peden

Islands Trust 
South Pender 
Local Trust Committee

The South Pender 
Local Trust Com-

mittee has regretfully 
accepted the resigna-

tion of a member from the Advisory 
Planning Commission (APC). The LTC 
has appointed a new member but would 
like to invite any South Pender property 
owner/resident who would like to be in-
volved in land use matters to contact ei-
ther of the trustees. We encourage public 
involvement and any offer of participa-
tion is welcome. Be engaged, voice your 
thoughts, and participate in the commu-
nity matters that are important to us all.
See the December 1 - 3 Trust Council 
Meeting ad on page 52.
Steve  Wright    
s twr ight@is lands trus t .bc .ca

Moving Around Pender
MAP

MAP held a trail building 
course November 29 

and 30.   The two-day, hands-
on course was organized in 
collaboration with the Southern 

Gulf Islands Community Resources 
Centre and their recently funded Youth 
Community Development Leadership 
project (see SGI CRC report).  The ten 
youth registered in that program who are 
from Pender, Mayne, and Galiano, along 
with ten members of the trail building 
groups from those same islands, had a 
half-day “classroom” session at the Hall 
followed by a one-and-a-half day field 
work project which involved building a 
gentle switchback up a steep section of 
the George Hill East trail.   The course 
was taught by Daniel Cammiade who is 
the executive director of the Southern 
Vancouver Island Nature Trails Society 
(see https://naturetrailssociety.com/).
As I write this, the course hasn’t 
happened yet but we expect to learn a lot 
and will report back in future articles.
There are a number of different trail types 
on Pender Island.  They include trails in 
the Gulf Island National Park Reserve, 
which are maintained by the National 
Park personnel (eg. Roe Lake and 
Mount Norman Trails), the many ocean 
access and regional trails maintained 
by the CRD-supported Pender Island 
Parks and Recreation Commission (eg. 
The Enchanted Forest and Found Road 
trails) and the trails maintained by MAP, 
which are predominantly on private land, 
such as the Valley Home Farm Trail and 
Monty’s Trail.  MAP aims to build trails 
that are for transportation, reducing 

vehicle traffic, and getting Pender 
residents to key local destinations.
There are also plans for a Southern 
Gulf Islands CRD Regional trail system 
similar to the Lochside and Galloping 
Goose Trails (see https://www.crd.
bc.ca/project/gulf-islands-regional-
trail-project).
The intent is to develop these new 
regional trails within the surveyed 
road dedications and, where possible, 
separated from motor vehicle traffic. 
The regional trails will be classified as 
rural bike and pedestrian trails.  You can 
see the proposed route for the Pender 
Island portion of this network on the 
link above. Although the proposed 
regional CRD trail is a great initiative, it 
will take decades and millions of dollars 
to complete. Only the Mayne Island 
portion of the trail has been started.
In addition, you will note that the plan 
does not include a roadside trail along 
Schooner Way connecting Magic Lake 
to the School and Clinic, which is a 
project that MAP is advocating for.  With 
the Climate Emergency, MAP thinks 
we need trails sooner to allow Pender 
pedestrians to get out of their cars and 
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SGI Community Economic

Sustainability Commission

...economic prosperity,
social equity,

 environmental quality

www.sustainableislands.ca

David Howe
Electoral Area Director 
Southern Gulf Islands
250.216.5618
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca

www.crd.bc.ca/southerngulf

travel safely along our roads.  If you 
feel the same way join us at our Annual 
General Meeting Saturday, December 5 
at 2 pm upstairs at the Community Hall.
Peter  Paré

Parks Canada

Parks Canada wraps 
up the wildfire 

prevention project.
If you enjoy hiking the section of Roe 
Lake Trail that borders Magic Lake 
Estates in Gulf Islands National Park 
Reserve, you will notice a stretch of 
land where the forest now opens up.  
This is an area where Parks Canada 
recently conducted forest thinning, 
removing woody debris and small trees 
that were being crowded out by more 
mature trees.
The purpose behind the work is to take 
proven steps toward the protection of the 
community from wildfire. If the forests 
adjacent to Magic Lake Estates caught 
fire, the newly thinned 7-hectare stretch 
of land would slow it down because 
the fuel wildfires need to spread is now 
missing. These kinds of interventions 

slow the strength and impact of a 
forest fire and allow responders to 
manage wildfires before they become 
out of control and cause damage to 
communities.
Early in 2020, our trail crews began 
working on Parks Canada lands adjacent 
to Magic Lake Estates, forming a 
number of woody debris piles. The work 
was put on pause when the COVID-19 
pandemic reached Canada, but resumed 
this fall with safe work practices in 
place.
In late October and early November, 
crews from BC Wildfire Service and 
Parks Canada safely burned the piles. 
Burning was restricted to days where 
the Air Quality Health Index was rated 
as “Good” to minimize potential health 
impacts on community members.
Moving forward, Parks Canada will 
continue to monitor and maintain the 
thinned area of the forest.
Parks Canada has also been actively 
improving fire safety on South Pender 
Island. Along Canal Road, a water 
storage shed had gone out of commission 
before the property became part of Gulf 
Islands National Park Reserve. The 
tank was designed to store up to 2,100 
gallons of water - enough to initiate a 
fire response in an emergency.
This summer, with the support of 
Pender Island Fire Rescue, Parks 
Canada brought this facility back into 
service by replacing the shed roof and 
repairing other sections. The water 
storage structure is once again part of 
Pender Island’s network of fire response 
resources.
Parks Canada has more than 30 years 
of experience in fire management, and 

we recognize that we are working with a 
community that also has ample expertise 
and commitment to fire safety. We are 
grateful for this partnership and the 
progress we continue to make together 
to reduce the danger of wildfire, while 
maintaining the ecological health of 
Pender Islands’ rich forests.
Laura  Judson ,  Publ ic  Re la t ions 
and  Communicat ions  Of f icer

Pender Island   
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care &  
Family Resource Centre

Parents and Babes RSVP

Parents and 
B a b e s 

RSVP is every 
Monday morning from 9 - 11:30 am at 
Dragonfly. Please call or email Sarah if 
you would like to participate in this free 
program for parents, caregivers, and 
their children. Dragonfly’s occupancy 
allows four families to join us either 
inside or outside in our fully fenced 
play yard. Enjoy adult and children 
interactions, age appropriate toys, 
individual snack time, and the book 
lending library.  If your family is unable 
to participate please help yourself to the 
free self-care and resource kits available 
at the front entrance. Thanks to Victoria 
Foundation and the Pender Island Child 
Care Society, this program is free.
Healthy Opportunities for Pre-
schoolers (HOP)

HOP is every Wednesday morning in the 
schools’ outside rink from 9 - 10 am and 
10 - 11 am in the school forest. Come 
on out and join our trained facilitator as 
they set up  new activities each week; 
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from hockey passing to badminton, hula 
hoops to balancing and stilt walking 
to bean bag toss, this program will be 
sure to tire out your youngster! HOP 
is designed for parents/caregivers to 
engage in physical activities and learn 
new skills with their children 1-5 years. 
Thanks to the Pender Island School and 
the CRD, this program is free.
Winter Break

Dragonfly Child Care and Family 
Resource Centre will be closed for 
winter break from December 19 to 
January 3. Last day of child care before 
the break will be December 18 and we 
will reopen on January 4, for the Parents 
and Babes RSVP program.
Tru Value Spirit Board

As a non-profit organization we rely on 
donations, grants, and in kind support 
from our generous community and 
partners. Please consider contributing 
1% of your groceries to #15 on Tru 
Value’s community spirit board.
Child Care

Our early childhood educators offer 
deep listening and respect for each 
child and invite opportunities for 
children to engage in play and deepen 
their connection to nature and place. 
Please notify us if you would like to 
have your child’s name on the waitlist. 
We are currently accepting registration 
for Dragonfly’s Pre Kindergarten 
class beginning September 2021. The 
government initiated program titled A 
New Day for Families means that we 
have opted into the parent fee reduction 
program. Also, the new Affordable 
Child Care Benefit is helping more 
families with the cost of child care. 
The link to this site is gov.bc.ca/

affordablechildcarebenefit. Call Sarah 
for more information or if you need 
assistance with your forms.
If you would like further information 
on Dragonfly activities, you can 
contact Sarah at 629-3039 or by email 
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com. The 
website is www.dragonflycentre.ca.
On behalf of Dragonfly staff and board 
of directors we wish you all a wonderful 
winter holiday with your families.
Sarah Conley

Pender Island   
Community Service Society
Nu-To-Yu

What do Paris 
in the spring 

and Pender Island in 
the winter have in common? Rain...and 
shopping.
The upcoming holiday season is 
historically a time to acknowledge 
others with gifts of appreciation and 
love. Many people, cognizant of their 
global responsibility to decrease waste, 
do this by re-gifting or re-purposing 
gently used items. Perhaps this is you? 
Well, do we have old news that bears 
repeating. Nu-To-Yu is awash in both 
the practical and the more indulgent 
items for those on your list. Some items 
she/he will not even have to dust! Items 
originally from Paris, Italy, or Mexico 
allow you to host your own authentic 
fiesta without leaving home. Why go to 
Mexico when you could buy the same 
item at the Nu-To-Yu? Reminisce about 
Rome or Paris during the power outages 
when you use a French Press, or an 
Italian Moka Pot from Nu-To-Yu. For 
those Penderites stuck in the 1960s (you 

know who you are), perhaps an avocado 
coloured fondue pot will rekindle 
forgotten memories. We do not have 
it all but we do have a lot. You should 
know, you gave it to us!
We are happy to announce our annual 
Children’s Christmas Shopping Day 
will be held on Saturday, December 
12 from 10 am - 12 pm. Children will 
shop with the assistance of Santa and 
volunteers. Our COVID-19 protocol 
will be the same; masks are mandatory 
for everyone in the store including 
Santa. This is not Sears (note: Pender’s 
Nu-To-Yu has outlasted Sears), we do 
not pre-book pictures with Santa. For 
more information phone the store on a 
Tuesday or Thursday only, between 9 
am - 11 am at 629-2070.
The last day of pre-Christmas shopping 
is December 18, after which the store 
will be closed until January 8, 2021. 
The next day to drop off items after 
December 17 will be January 12, 2021.
Our Annual 50% Boxing Day Sale will 
be on December 26, from 11 am - 3 pm 
and includes everything except items in 
the glass cases. This is the pivotal sale 
of the year allowing us to move a lot 
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of products out of the store to welcome 
new products in.
No one is paid a salary at Nu-To-Yu; we 
are a community thrift store that gives. 
Endless volunteer hours are required to 
accomplish this. Four people are needed 
once per month to work sorting yard 
goods, wool, and notions; a 7 hour day 
= 28 volunteer hours a month. Anne, 
the store manager, does 50-90 volunteer 
hours a week. Jim and Pam: 40-50 hour 
volunteer hours each a week. During 
this time of COVID-19, we still require 
a minimum of 10 volunteers each 
Tuesday or Thursday to sort and stock = 
80 hours a week. Numerous volunteers 
work many hours from home, ironing, 
cleaning, or repairing donated items, 
looking up and pricing many items, 
including our silent auction, packaging 
those plastic bags full of Christmas items 
that sell for, gasp, a loonie. The building 
committee puts in hours “dialoguing” 
with the CRD about building permits, 
working with architects, surveyors, 
and potential builders. On sale days, 
6 volunteers are needed to work 3 
hours each = 18 volunteer hours per 
sale day. At a time of reduced hours 

due to COVID-19, it is still estimated 
that a minimum 1000 hours of unpaid 
work is done every month to keep your 
community thrift store operational. Who 
would have thought?
A very big thank you for Pender 
community’s support over the last 
year. The fact is we need you and we 
appreciate the time you take to get your 
donations to us. Thank you for donating 
your gently used saleable items. Thank 
you for buying your neighbour’s 
donated items! For being confident 
Penderites who wear the repurposed 
clothing at the Tru Value, the pub, even 
church where, heaven forbid, you might 
run into the original owner! For cleaning 
items before handing them over to us to 
sell back to you. Yes, most of us have 
bought our own donated items back in a 
moment of discombobulation.
To avoid closure by health officials Nu-
To-Yu must show it is operating safely; 
that our volunteers and customers are 
consistently observant of our WorkSafe 
BC’s rules. Those who choose not to 
wear an appropriate facial mask are in 
fact risking the closure of Pender’s only 
community thrift store. It is a small 

island, and you do not want to be known 
for that. Please, no paper towels taped 
to cheeks (wherever those cheeks may 
be), no masks under noses or on chins. 
No slits in medical masks, no unwashed 
hands. If you inadvertently touch your 
face or mask while in the store, please 
take a moment to re-sanitize your 
hands. Do not lower your mask to talk. 
Thank you for taking the time to clean 
your hands before and after you put on 
your mask. If you choose to disagree 
with the rules, please choose not to put 
your community at risk of COVID-19 
by entering the store. If the Nu-To-
Yu shuts down due to lapses in safety 
measures, the ability to donate back 
to the community shuts down as well. 
We do not want that. The numerous 
donations to the medical clinic, the 
recycling centre (solar panels, cardboard 
compactor), the Legion (handicap 
bathroom and entrance), Community 
Hall (digital projector, risers for the 
choir) plus the grants gifted to young 
Penderites for post-secondary education 
would dry up. It is not that difficult to do 
the right thing for your community even 
when you do not agree with it. We are 
all in this together six feet apart after all.
Nu-To-Yu would love to get back to its 
Saturday openings. The current one-
day-a-week allows us to cover our fixed 
expenses with very, very little left over 
for the building fund and grants. If you 
are able and willing to sell on Saturdays 
please drop by or call on a Tuesday and 
Thursday morning and talk to Anne or 
Pam.
Thank you again for your support and 
patience over the last year and for 
respecting the work we do. We know 
many of the items represent a part of 
your lives lived, or your parents’ lives or 
those of your children; those cherished 
mementos that you really did not want 
to part with but circumstances dictated 
that the time was right; your memories 
of Paris, Rome and Mexico; of 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. Thank you.
All the best for 2021 from the volunteers 
at Nu-To-Yu.
Daurel  Minion
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PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals
Open Monday to Friday:  10 am to 4 pm

#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store 250-629-9909

Pender Island Conservancy
S,DÁYES Flycatcher    
Forest Campaign

The Pender Islands 
Conservancy and 

Raincoast Conservation 
Foundation are partner-
ing in an exciting new 

project. Together we have launched a 
campaign to purchase a 5.25 ha (13 acre) 
property on North Pender Island as part 
of a larger effort entitled “Forests for the 
Future,” aimed at helping to protect the 
threatened habitats of the Coastal Doug-
las fir forests.
This beautiful property is unique in that 
it supports several ecologically important 
features in a relatively small area. The 
wetland is an oasis for Pacific Chorus 
frogs and other amphibians, as well 
as a wide variety of birds, including 
the blue-listed Olive-sided Flycatcher. 
There is a small stand of large, maturing 
western red cedars at the entrance to 
the property. It forms the edge of one 
of the few remaining contiguous forest 
patches stretching from Magic Lake 
Estates all the way to the Gulf Islands 
National Park Reserve, which provides 
essential habitat for native songbirds, 
and nesting sites for larger birds such as 
woodpeckers and owls. The wetland is 
of great hydrological significance within 
the Buck Lake Reservoir watershed, 
storing large amounts of freshwater year-
round in its saturated soils, supplying 
residents of Magic Lake Estates with 
drinking water, and contributing to our 
community’s climate change resilience.
We have dubbed the property the 
“S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest.” 
S,DÁYES is the SENĆOŦEN name 

for Pender Island, and the olive-sided 
flycatcher is one of 35 species of birds 
that have been identified on the property. 
The olive-sided flycatcher is blue-listed 
in BC, and listed as threatened federally, 
due to declining populations through 
most of its range. This species prefers 
forest edges next to wetlands and uses 
snags as perches for hunting - exactly 
the sort of snags found in the property’s 
wetland - thus, this flycatcher is the 
embodiment of the entire property.
We invite you to help us protect this 
ecologically valuable forest and wetland 
by contributing to our fundraising 
campaign - or ask your family and 
friends during this holiday season to gift 
you a donation toward the purchase of 
the S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest. Gift 
cards are available should you choose to 
make a donation in a loved one’s name.
All donations are tax deductible, 
and there are many ways you can 
donate: drop off your donation at the 
Conservancy Nature Centre at Hope 
Bay, visit our CanadaHelps page to 
donate online, mail us a cheque or 
drop it in the Conservancy folder in the 
Driftwood Community Box, or etransfer 
to treasurerconservancy@gmail.com 
to help with this exciting new land 
protection initiative.  See ad on page 30.
Conservancy Centre

We invite you to come down to see us 
at Hope Bay during the holiday season. 
We will have new displays and some 
small live trees for sale, as well as 
T-shirts, books, candles, calendars, and 
art cards that will make ideal gifts. You 
can get some shopping done and help the 
Conservancy. We will be open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 11 am - 3 pm.

From
our family
to yours,
wishing

you a
Safe,
Small
Merry

Christmas
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Forage Fish Project

Forage fish are various species of small 
schooling fish that consume plankton 
and tiny animals floating near the 
surface, and in turn become food for 
everything higher in the food chain.  
Thus, they are vital to our marine 
ecosystems, providing a crucial source 
of food for other marine creatures, and 
without them, the survival of larger fish 
and mammals - including such iconic 
species as salmon, eagles, whales, and 
grizzly bears - would be in jeopardy.  
These fish are very vulnerable to 
overfishing, climate change, habitat 
loss, and changing ocean chemistry.  
Therefore, it is important to understand 
where and how they propagate. 
For several years, starting in 2011, 
Conservancy volunteers, under the 
guidance of forage fish expert Ramona 
DeGraaf, participated in a citizen 
science project to survey several beaches 
on Pender Island for evidence of forage 
fish spawning.  The survey confirmed 
that Surf Smelt were spawning on 
Medicine Beach and that Sand Lance 
were spawning on Mortimer Spit.
 

Recently, the project has been renewed 
under the direction of scientists from 
Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere Region 
Research Institute (MABRRI) at 
Vancouver Island University.  To kick 
off the project, Haley Tomlin and her 
colleagues visited Pender and held an 
information session on forage fish, 
attended by eleven people, which was 
followed by hands-on beach training of 
the volunteer monitors.
The beach surveys start with monitors 
taking samples and recording data 
at beaches that have appropriate 
characteristics for forage fish spawning.  
These samples are then studied for 
evidence of forage fish eggs and thus 
verifying spawning activity.  In addition 
to a healthy beach, forage fish depend 
on near shore habitat for their survival, 
including eelgrass beds and kelp forests 
for the rearing of the juveniles. 
Anyone interested in finding out more 
about this important project or who 
would like to volunteer for beach 
sampling, should contact Ralph Dawson 
email ralphdawsonret@gmail.com.
El isabeth  Mi les

Pender Islands’ 8th Annual 
Christmas Bird Count for Kids/
Youth is on its way!

Did you know that 2020 marks the 
120th year of continuous Christmas Bird 
Counts in Canada? What a tradition! 
Decade after decade, everyday people 
all over Canada have bundled up and 
headed out into the winter chill to count 
the wild birds in their woods, cities, 
farms, and waterways. Not a single 
year missed or cancelled; each year the 
database is growing impressively. These 
folk are citizen scientists, and kids can 
count too! 
The Conservancy warmly invites 
families to join in Pender’s annual 
kids and youth bird count on Saturday, 
January 2, 2021. Simply register with 
Jill by emailing penderislandcbc4kids@
gmail.com to reserve your family’s 
spot. Participation is firmly limited to 
12 families as we embrace calm, kind 
COVID-19 precautions, to keep our 
community safe.
The birds are here - let’s go count them. 
Get outside for the Christmas Bird 
Count for Kids because every kid and 
every bird matters.
J i l l  I l s ley  and  Ju l ie  Johns ton , 
Pender  I s land  CBC4Kids   
coordinators

Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR

Happy Holidays to you all from 
PIFR!

So far this year dedicat-
ed, professional per-

sonnel have responded 
to 212 calls.  Please re-
member we are currently 

in the process of recruiting new mem-
bers and if you think you may be up to 
the challenge, please come up to Station 
1 and see what we have to offer.
December can be a dark, cold, and 
stormy month here on Pender Island, so 
I would like to take the opportunity to 
speak to you about storm/power outage 
safety. 
• Powerlines down - Please remember 

to not touch, move, or drive over 
downed power lines; you would 
imagine that this is common sense 
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The Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road - 250-629-3441

December at the Legion
Friday Night Dinners - 5 to 7 pm

Take out $18 and Dine-in $20
December 4 – Roast Beef / December 11 – Turkey

Dinner availability will be limited.  Please register early by:
• credit card via PayPal on our website www.penderislandrcl239.com
• email and an e-transfer to branch239.rcl@gmail.com
• email or phone and pay at the Legion

Meat Draws
 With orders from the Provincial Health Officer, 

Meat Draws have been cancelled until further notice.
Check the website and Facebook for updates.

Thank You For Supporting Your Legion!

but every year we see people do these 
activities, jeopardizing their and oth-
ers’ safety.  Remember to treat every 
downed line as if it’s live and stay 
back 10 metres or 30 feet.

• Candles - Nearly 1000 structure fires 
a year are caused in Canada because 
of candles.  Using LED flashlights 
and lanterns to illuminate your house 
during a power outage will drasti-
cally decrease the chances of an 
accidental fire in your home.

• Portable generators - This piece of 
equipment is almost a prerequisite 
for Gulf Island living.  They keep the 
fridge/deepfreeze going, power elec-
tric heaters, power your well pump, 
or just let you make that pot of coffee 
or tea to get your day started.  Make 
sure that the generator is not placed 
close to open windows or doors that 
may allow C02, a deadly odorless 
gas, to enter your home, garage or 
shed.

• Emergency supplies - Having an 
emergency kit for your home can 
really help relieve some of the pres-
sures you may face when dealing 
with environmental emergencies at 
home.  Include fuel, drinking water, 
nonperishable food/beverages, can 
opener/utensils, spare batteries, flash-
light, first aid kit, fire extinguisher, 
extra blankets, toilet paper, hand 
sanitizer, over the counter medica-
tions, etc.  Visit www.prepareyour-
self.ca for complete guides.

Please be sure to test your smoke and 
C02 detectors monthly as well as replace 
the batteries every six months.  They do 
save lives as we’ve seen here on Pender 
Island!  See you in 2021!
Capta in  Jon  Gre l ik ,  PIFR Fire 
Prevent ion  Team

Pender Island Food Bank

Hello everyone, from the volunteers 
at the Pender Island Food Bank.  

The Food Bank is located up the little 
hill, at the back of the Anglican Parish 
Hall.  We continue to be open to serve 
our clients each week on Fridays from 
10 am - 12 pm.   We have in place 
appropriate COVID-19 practices, 

which include one client at a time in the 
Food Bank, plexi-glass divider, mask 
wearing, use of hand sanitizer, etc. A 
reminder to all clients, new and regular, 
and to anyone dropping off donations, 
please wear a mask when in the vicinity 
of and in the Food Bank. In the event 
you have forgotten to bring your face 
mask, we will provide one.
The last day for the Pender Island Food 
Bank in 2020 is Friday, December 18; 
the first day we are open in 2021 is 
Friday, January 8.
This Christmas, in addition to visiting 
the Food Bank, each client will receive a 
Gift Card for Tru Value Foods; families 
will have the option of a Gift Card or 
food for a week, including a turkey or 
ham.  This is all being provided through 
the generous donations of individuals/
businesses as well as the dedicated 
volunteers for Santa’s Sac. As a result, 
families and individuals not having their 
best year are not forgotten during the 
holiday season.  The generosity of all 
involved is always appreciated.
As the result of a grant received by SGI 
Community Resource Centre, for two 
weeks now the Pender Island Food Bank 

has been the recipient of 10 packages of 
freshly made and frozen meals of soup, 
which food bank clients have been 
grateful to receive; there are not many 
who do not enjoy fresh hot soup on a cold 
rainy fall/winter day.  We understand 
that there is still another week to look 
forward to this treat.  Thank you to SGI 
Community Resource Centre and the 
people responsible for making the soup.
Pender Island Golf Club recently 
provided the Food Bank volunteers with 
a complimentary certificate to play 9 
holes of golf.  Thank you for such a kind 
and generous offer; no doubt several 
appreciative volunteers look forward 
with pleasure to booking a tee time and 
playing their 9 holes of golf on such a 
beautiful course, a course that is kept 
that way by a lot of hard work by both 
staff and many volunteers alike.  Happy 
75th Anniversary to Pender Island Golf 
Club.
Pender Island Food Bank was 
anonymously nominated and received 
formal recognition from National 
Philanthropy Day, Vancouver Island, 
as a 2020 Giving Hearts Honour 
Roll Recipient in a “thank you for 
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supporting the needs of our Vancouver 
Island Communities.”  Thank you to 
the individual(s) nominating us for 
this unexpected recognition. To see the 
full list of all individuals/organizations 
recognized, please google “national 
philanthropy day Vancouver Island 2020 
honour roll.”  We are proud to be one of 
countless individuals and organizations 
that serve their communities.
Have a safe, healthy Christmas and 
holiday season.
Teresa  Young

Pender Island   
Health Care Society
PIHCS

Season’s Greetings from the Pender 
Island Health Care Society Board. 

We want to humbly and sincerely thank 
every person who is part of the provision 
of support and care at the Health Centre 
- the entire team at the Clinic: MDs, 
nurses, MOAs, housekeeping, PIHCS 
programme staff, maintenance, and all 
tenants, each and every one. Under the 
burden of extra measures, they have 
continued to provide us with caring 
service during these past COVID-filled 

eight months. Thank you!
As outlined in the September, October, 
and November 2020 issues of The 
Pender Post, the Pender Island Health 
Centre was largely financed and built by 
the people of Pender to improve access 
to medical services on the North and 
South Islands. It has been a valuable 
addition to the quality of life on 
Pender and something the community 
is justifiably proud of. It has been 40 
years since the original building was 
opened and 12 years since the last major 
addition. Maintenance and repair costs 
in all sections are rising, and COVID-19 
has pointed to some necessary 
improvements for the building.
When the PIHCS was established, 
donations averaging about $30,000 to 
$35,000 per year were already covering 
the Centre’s operating deficit. While 
numerous donations are gratefully 
received from the community to help 
cover this shortfall, it is recognized 
that a better long-term strategy would 
have these donations go instead into a 
reserve account to save for the essential 
major repairs and building expansion 
or replacement.  PIHCS diligently 
manages a $2.6 million facility, and 

yet has only $100,000 in reserve, with 
a current operating deficit in excess of 
$70,000.  To address these challenges, 
various sources of funding are being 
reviewed, taking into consideration:
• the complexity of obtaining funds
• the timing of receiving funds
• the current and future needs of the 

Society
• the precedents of other Health Care 

Societies in successfully obtaining 
stable funding

Given the urgency the Society has 
for securing funding, which has been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 crisis, 
the Board’s Strategic Planning session 
this summer identified a variety of 
approaches. These approaches require 
different levels of effort, have different 
probabilities of success, and diverse 
timelines. Some of these will be one-
time allocations of money while others 
could provide stable annual funding. It is 
the latter that interests PIHCS the most, 
because to function properly, the Centre 
needs a predictable source of funding, 
for operating expenses and on-going 
maintenance demands both routine 
and major. While there is no guarantee 
of success, PIHCS is addressing each 
approach in a concurrent manner 
in the hope of securing at least one. 
Furthermore, with each application 
process, it will be important to have 
a finalized Society strategy and an 
itemized list of needs ranging from short 
term to long term. PIHCS has developed 
a Strategic Plan and is undertaking an 
architectural and engineering review 
of the facility which will be essential 
for costing the building needs and 
successful applications.
The options are as follows

Private and Community Sources 
of Funding

These are a variety of possible sources 
and probability of success in the near 
future also varies. However, some 
should be considered as potential 
sources of limited funding:
Angel Donors - These are individuals 
who wish to donate money to the Centre 
but want the funds to be targeted for 
specific projects or as matching funds.
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Community fundraising - PIHCS 
continues local fundraising initiatives in 
the community.
Direct Health Centre Contributions 
- This could be done via a website or 
membership payment approach, but 
the amounts raised would be small 
compared to the need.
Continuing support from Nu-To-Yu, 
Lions Club, Tru Value Spirit Board, 
Legion, Green Angels, and other 
community-based organizations that 
have supported PIHCS.
Community Health Centre (CHC) 
Funding

This is a possible alternative, but this 
provincial program is still at an early 
stage and we are not yet sure whether 
PIHCS would qualify or if and when 
funds would be available.
VIHA/CRD - Funding from the present 
hospital tax collection. This is a possible 
alternative, but has not been done by 
anyone else, as far as the Board knows. 
Being a pioneer, and being successful at 
it, would likely mean a longer waiting 
time for receipt of funds and the problem 
is immediate. The possibility of success 
is very limited.  PIHCS would have to be 
a designated health centre to be eligible, 
and that could prove to be a challenging 
task.
Victoria Foundation (VF) Grants

The Victoria Foundation funds a 
number of areas including Health and 
Wellness. The next period for accepting 
applications is February 2021. The 
funding categories do not appear to 
address ongoing operations, but rather 
new initiatives.
BC Lotto    
Community Gaming Grants

These grants ensure British Columbians 
from all regions of the province have 
access to programs and services 
that improve their quality of life, 
support local needs, and build vibrant 
communities. Community Gaming 
Grants specifically fund programs (e.g. 
services or activities) that have been 
delivered for at least twelve months, as 
well as minor capital projects and capital 
acquisitions related to program delivery. 
An organization can receive funding to 
support one or multiple programs. The 

maximum an organization can receive 
is $100,000 per year following annual 
competitive application.  This will be 
pursued vigorously, but is not stable 
funding.
The Tax Roll

The success of Galiano and Saturna 
Health Societies in having the voters 
approve tax roll funding for their Health 
Centres is encouraging.  Funding by the 
Tax Roll depends on the referendum 
timing and success leading to funding in 
2022 or 2023.  The Board is currently 
developing this possibility.
Tax Roll Way Forward

A review of the PIHCS Board Minutes 
shows that the discussion of going 
on the tax roll goes back at least to 
November 2014, where it was noted 
that “The Galiano referendum was 
successful in adding their Health Centre 
to the tax roll - this is something for 
PIHCS to consider, well in advance of 
the next elections.” Over the ensuing 
six years, much discussion about how to 
move forward with going on the tax roll 
has occurred, and many reports provide 
useful information. The documents 
from Galiano and Saturna point the way 
forward for successful campaigns to 
get on the tax roll in a timely fashion. 
Currently, the properties on Galiano and 
Saturna pay an average of about $100 
per year or $8 per month based upon 
a mill rate. If the taxpayers of Pender 
approved funding PIHCS in a similar 
amount, this would, with PIHCS current 
source of income (building rent), 
remove the operating deficit, allow for 
proper maintenance, and establish a 
building reserve. 
The possibility of going on the tax roll 
does not preclude continuing to follow 
other funding opportunities, such as 
CHC funding, VIHA/CRD funding 
from the present Health Tax, continued 
application to Community Gaming 
Grants or pursuing Private Donors. 
However, the tax roll provides the 
timeliest option for getting funds for 
operating expenses, thus releasing other 
funds for needed capital items.
The key to success for any funding 
initiative will be an effective 
communications plan to make the 
community aware of the PIHCS scope of 
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services, vision, and sources of funding. 
This report in The Pender Post is part 
of the continuing efforts to inform the 
community.
In this giving season if you would like 
to make a donation please go to the 
website http://www.penderislandhealth.
ca/make-donation or send a cheque to 
the Centre. Donations greater than $10 
will receive a mailed tax receipt to use 
in your 2020 Tax return. An additional 
way to donate is through one’s estate 
(will) or by setting up an annuity with 
the Society as beneficiary.
We have benefited from both approaches 
in the past year and a half and welcome 
additional such donations.
We are in the process of setting up a new 
website. Please check it out at https://
www.penderislandhealth.org, and also 
check out our Facebook page at “Pender 
Island Health Centre.”
The PIHCS Fundrais ing  and 
PR Commit tee  and  the  PIHCS 
Board .

Pender Island Lions Club

Due to the new 
orders from the 

Provinical Health Officer 
on COVID-19, the Santa 
Visit that was scheduled 

for December 5 has been cancelled. 
This was a very difficult decision, but 
made with the safety and health of all 
members of the community in mind. 
It is our great hope that the Santa Ship 
will be back to Pender Island next year. 
Thank you to the event sponsors for 
your generous offer to support the visit: 
Poets Cove Resort & Spa, Pender Island 
Pharmacy, Hope Bay Rising, and Pender 
Island Fire Rescue.
Thankfully, we had several members 
of the community respond to our 
membership plea for new members! We 
think we may be able to keep the club 
going for now. If you are interested in 
joining us or just coming to see who we 
are and what we do, please call Fred 
Vye at 629-2096 or come to the Medical 
Centre on December 2 at 5:30 pm to 
attend our next meeting. Please watch 
for meeting cancellation notices on FB.  

This month, the Lions Club was happy 
to donate $1000 to Santa’s Sac to help 
more children and families have a Merry 
Christmas this year.
Thank you to all members of the 
community who worked with us to 
get phone book forms and advertising 
payments in by the due date. This was 
especially helpful this year with the 
closing of the bank. Thanks also to Lions 
Past President Dave Dryer and Michel 
Pelletier who spent countless hours 
putting together the book, invoicing, 
banking, printing, and dispersing the 
books. Watch for your phone books in 
the mail by the first week of January. 
If you do not receive yours, please 
call Dave Dryer at 629-6012. Extra 
copies are available for purchase at the 
Pharmacy for $10.
Wishing you and your families a safe, 
peaceful, and hopeful Holiday Season 
and New Year.  Together We Serve.
Terry  Shepherd ,  Secre tary

Pender Island Museum 
Society
Christmas memories of Pender 
by Barbara Auchterlonie (née 
Grimmer)

(A photo montage appears on page 
24 with corresponding numbers to 
the captions below.)
1 & 2)  Mr. Bridge, in the centre, in 
the Port Washington Store ready for 
the annual Christmas Eve Raffle, early 
1950s
3) Elizabeth Grimmer in the Great 
Room at Lisson Grove, 1930s
4) Christmas cards were exchanged 
as weather and distance often made it 
difficult to call on neighbours, 1940s
5) Olive Clague’s (née Grimmer) tinselly 
Christmas Tree, The Drift Inn, 1947
6)  Joanne Beech Skiing down Paisley 
Road, 1953
7) Port Washington wharf in snow, 1944

I was born in 
Grimmer Valley, 

North Pender Island 
in 1932 where my 

father, Percy Grimmer, had built our 
house, Dalehurst. (The Bruce Grimmer 
family currently live there). Washington 
and Elizabeth Grimmer were my 
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grandparents and their home was called 
Lisson Grove. Lisson Grove was named 
for Washington’s birthplace in London, 
England, though he only lived there a 
short time before emigrating to Australia 
with his family. After his death in 1930, 
Elizabeth lived there until she died in 
1945. The house is still standing though 
no one lives there now. It’s the large 
white house very close to the road at the 
turn by the water as you head to Port 
Washington on Otter Bay Road.
I remember many Christmases at Lisson 
Grove with my grandmother Elizabeth. 
All her grandchildren called her Gaggie. 
On Christmas day, Elizabeth’s children, 
Nellie, Olive, Nep, and Percy, and their 
families, would have their Christmas 
lunch at home. This was because there 
were too many for our grandmother to 
cook for. For our Christmas lunch we 
had chicken - turkeys were too expensive 
- and vegetables. For dessert we had 
boiled white pudding with brandy 
sauce. Apart from our family gathering 
at Lisson Grove, I don’t remember much 
visiting with neighbours at Christmas 
because people lived quite far apart. 
Rather than visit, islanders exchanged 
Christmas cards.
Around 4 pm on Christmas Day, we 
would gather at Lisson Grove to sing, 
play games, exchange presents, and 
eat sweets and nuts. The families all 
lived close by and would walk to 
Gaggie’s carrying lamps to light the 
way home. Christmas was the only 
time I remember gathering in the great 
room in the winter. I expect that was 
because the room was large and difficult 
to heat with just a fireplace. My cousin 
Beth Amies (née Clague) would play 
the piano and we would sing carols. 
We also played games like Charades. 
One game I remember was called My 
Grandmother’s Big Red Toe. I don’t 
remember the rules, but I know we had 
lots of fun playing it. Elizabeth always 
had a tree, but no lights or candles. 
There was no electricity and candles 
were too dangerous.  Instead, the tree 
was decorated with sparkly things like 
tinsel and icicles. One year - I believe I 
was 4 or 5 years old - it snowed heavily 
while we were at Lisson Grove and my 
father had to carry me all the way home.

Each year for Christmas my mother 
Helen made peppermint candies 
sprinkled with icing sugar, dates soaked 
in rum and stuffed with icing, shortbread 
cookies, and other icebox cookies. Her 
large Christmas cactus would always be 
in bloom. We also had sprigs of holly 
on the table. On Christmas morning we 
would wake up to find our stockings 
at the ends of our beds. Inside there 
was always a Japanese orange - it was 
a special treat - some chocolate and a 
special present. My father always rose 
first and got the fire going in our kitchen 
stove. He would make a cup of tea for 
my mother and deliver it to her in bed. 
Our presents were always homemade. 
One year during the war my mother 
raised rabbits. She skinned and home 
tanned enough hides and made beautiful 
soft slippers for all the girls.
When I was about 6 years of age, I 
remember going to the Port Washington 
store on Christmas Eve. Every year, the 
store owner, Mr. Bridge would set up his 
Spin the Wheel to raffle off items from 
the store. Items were numbered with 
slips of paper taped on them. You could 
buy numbered tickets for 5¢, 10¢ or 25¢. 

Mr. Bridge only sold enough tickets for 
the price of the item. He would hold 
up an item and then spin the wheel (it 
was a bicycle wheel, and you can see 
it in the museum). It made clackety 
clack sounds as it spun around, finally 
landing on a number. The proud owner 
of that number won the item. Boxes of 
chocolates, groceries, and household 
items were raffled. The store was always 
full as it was a highlight event of the year; 
everyone came out. Mr. Bridge was kind 
and very generous. I know that many 
families survived on the credit allowed 
by Mr. Bridge. Especially at Christmas, 
he gave so much pleasure and fun to 
the islanders and he had fewer things to 
count for his year-end inventory. Before 
Christmas there were also activities for 
children at the Port Washington Hall 
with an afternoon of games and treats. 
We always had our school Christmas 
concert at the Hope Bay Hall. Even 
though we were cash poor, we had a 
beautiful, rich life on Pender. This was 
especially true at Christmas.
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Inspired�Education

A�learning�environment�for�young�people

Port�Washington�Montessori�Children’s�House

in�a�Licensed�Facility�with�an�accredited�Montessori�Educator

for�children�6�mos�–�12�years�•�flexible�hours�5�days�a�week

Anne�Davis 250-629-6114BFA,�ECE,�SNE,�AMS

infant/toddler,�preschool,�out-of-school,�home�school�support
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Minor Repairs / Small Projects / Tiling / Flooring
Carpentry / Painting / Fencing / Window Cleaning

Pressure Washing
Great Rates!

Phone: 250-889-6351  •  Email: kkzm15012@gmail.com
Pender Island, BC

Handyman Services

Note from the Board of the  
Museum Society

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the 
Pender Islands Museum Society has 
made the difficult but necessary decision 
not to open the museum over Christmas 
as has been our tradition. Thank you 
for your support of the Museum during 
2020. Be kind, be calm and be safe, 
Pender.
Barbara  Auchter lonie    
(née  Grimmer)  as  to ld  to  her 
daughter,  Sandy  Auchter lonie 
and  her  n iece ,  Kate  Scoones

Pender Island   
Public Library
New Mission, Vision, and  
Guiding Principles

The Library would 
like to present to 

the community our 
new founding principles, developed 
over many months and sessions as we 
look towards the future. While we may 
be defined by our mission, to provide 
access to a range of library resources 
to support the diverse needs of our 
community, we also have a greater 
vision: to be a dynamic and welcoming 
centre where all can learn, discover, 
explore, and connect. Our new guiding 
principles include Respect, Responsive 
to change, Collaboration, and Service. 
To read more details about the library’s 
current strategic plan and guiding 
policies, please visit our website.
Library opening days

Thanks to all who responded to our 
recent online survey and in-person 
questions at the library. We had 56 people 
give us feedback on their preferred 
library days, with the majority of people 
(>70%) choosing Tuesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays. Look for expanded 
opening days in December (date to be 
announced). You also let us know that 
while borrowing materials was the 
primary goal when visiting the library, 
the second most popular reason was 
interacting with other people. During 
COVID-19 restrictions, a short visit to 
the library can really boost a person’s 
day! Pick up great books and DVDs, 
get help with your devices, and say “Hi” 
to our friendly staff and volunteers. We 

did appreciate your positive comments 
in the survey, such as “Thank you for 
continuing to keep our library operating 
during COVID-19,” and “Keep up the 
good work and COVID-19 protocols.”
Personnel

Looking ahead to the winter and spring, 
we are striving to maintain a good 
range of library services available to 
the community. As with many local 
organizations, we’ve had a large decrease 
in volunteerism, and in tasks volunteers 
are willing to do. Due to COVID-19, our 
volunteer team has shrunk by more than 
half, with most remaining volunteers 
choosing to work only behind the 
scenes. The library has therefore moved 
towards hiring a part-time local person 
to staff the front service desk. Library 
volunteers continue to fill important 
roles behind the scenes, including 
check-in, re-shelving, shelf reading, 
book selection, art displays, book repair, 
overdue items, membership, as Trustees 
on Board committees, and more, all 
supported by staff. Thank you to all 
Pender volunteers!

Art in the Library

Come down to the library to wrap 
yourself (visually) in our exhibit of 
cozy hand knit sweaters by local Pender 
knitters  - you may get inspired for your 
next knitting project.
Services: Come for a short visit to 
borrow books, magazines, DVDs, or use 
a public computer. Free Wi-Fi (24/7) and 
washrooms are available. Computers 
can be pre-booked by calling the library, 
or by drop-in for 60 minute sessions. If 
you wish to visit the library outside of 
regular hours, call for an appointment. 
Need help? Call our HelpDesk, Tuesday 
to Friday, 10 am - 3 pm at 629-3722 or 
email libraryhelpdesk@crd.bc.ca.
New books in the Library

Adult fiction

Walk the Wire (Baldacci, David), A 
Beautifully Foolish Endeavor (Green, 
Hank), The End of the Day (Clegg, Bill).
Adult mystery

The Dirty South (Connolly, John), You 
Betrayed Me (Jackson, Lisa), You Can’t 
Catch Me (McKenzie, Catherine).
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Western
F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

Adult non-fiction

Outlander Knitting (Atherley, Kate), 
Extraordinary Canadians (Mansbridge, 
Peter), Agent Sonya (MacIntyre, Ben).

Young Adults

Skyhunter (Lu, Marie), Chain of Gold 
(Clare, Cassandra), I Hope You’re 
Listening (Ryan, Tom), The Secret 
Commonwealth (Pullman, Philip).
Youth fiction

The Barren Grounds (Robertson, 
David), Tristan Strong Punches a Hole 
in the Sky (Mbalia, Kwame), A Small 
Zombie Problem (Campbell, K.G.).
Youth nonfiction

Mysteries of the Universe, The Lego 
Games Book (Kosara, Tori).
Come see our holiday decorations! 
The library will be closed between 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, 
inclusive. Best wishes from all of us at 
the library to you and your families and 
friends during the holiday season.
Carmen Oleskev ich ,  L ibrary 
Direc tor

Pender Island   
Reconciliation Circle

In November we had a small, but 
very productive meeting.  We met 

to consider if the group would use an 
online course “Indigenous Canada” 
from University of Alberta, as the basis 
for our upcoming meetings.  
From an Indigenous perspective, this 
course explores key issues facing Indig-
enous peoples today from a historical 
and critical perspective highlighting na-
tional and local Indigenous-settler rela-
tions. The information looks very useful 
and was of interest to us all; however, 
there is a big time commitment to com-
pleting the entire program.  We have de-
cided to explore the possibility of using 
excerpts from the course to share with 
the group for discussion.  I encourage 
you to check it out.  You need to “enroll” 
in the program to see what is there, but 
there is no cost involved.
There were several other possible 
resources considered for next year’s 
Circles, but as of now, I can only say 
“stay tuned” to hear about the final 
choices. 

It was also decided we would switch 
back to the Zoom format for our 
meetings.   We are seeing the increasing 
need to stay safe.  Some members have 
expressed their concern about attending 
in person, even with distancing and 
masks. People have not come to 
meetings because they had a sniffle 
or a cough; good for them for staying 
home, but we missed their input.  And, 
although we are reluctant to admit it, 
most of us are in the older age group 
and need to take care. We want to stay 
safe, but keep as many folks involved as 
possible and so we will go with Zoom 
for now.   (This decision was made 
before the November 19 announcement 
of new restrictions on social gatherings 
province wide; guess we aren’t going to 
be the only ones)
There will be no meeting in December; 
the next will be January 20, 2021, by 
Zoom.
Wishing everyone a healthy holiday 
season.
Susan Parr

Pender Island Recreation 
and Agricultural Hall   
Association
PIRAHA

As you may have 
heard, the Pender 

Island Community Hall 
needs your help.The 
Hall normally earns 

income through rentals to a multitude 
of community groups, programs 
throughout the year, and through Hall 
organized events and activities. Due 
to the Pandemic, the Community Hall 
has been unable to host most of these 
programs and events, and this has 
resulted in a serious decline in revenue 
to cover ongoing operating costs. Non-
critical operating costs have been cut 
wherever possible, but $25,000 is 
needed to cover ongoing operating 
costs for the next six months. To make 
matters worse, a serious problem was 
discovered in the roof structure above 
the men’s washroom and office area. 
The repair cost is estimated at close 
to $50,000.  If you have enjoyed any 
sort of event, activity, or program at 
the Pender Islands Community Hall, 
please consider making a donation. Any 
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Marlene Jeronimus
marlenejeronimus@icloud.com

Give your Pet
 the Salon experience

604-716-3144

PET GROOMING STUDIOS

amount is greatly appreciated. If you 
have the means to make a larger donation 
or would like to donate outside of the 
gofundme campaign, please contact the 
Hall at info@penderislands.org.
If you would like to etransfer a donation 
outside of the campaign, please send 
transfer to info@penderislands.org.
Charitable tax receipts are available for 
all donations of $25 or more and should 
you want one, please contact the Hall or 
email info@penderislands.org.  To send 
you a charitable tax receipt we need your 
full name, telephone number, address 
and the donation amount as well as a 
statement that the donation is to be used 
toward the Hall fundraising campaign.  
Fundraiser Update

Since we started our fundraiser, we have 
raised $21,896, but we still have a long 
way to go. To access the Gofundme 
online and donate, use this link gf.me/u/ 
y5s54b.
We have been overwhelmed by the 
kindness and support of the Pender 
Island community during this initial 
stage of the Community Hall fundraiser.  
We are so very grateful for your financial 
support to date, but more importantly, 
we are truly heartened by how much you 
care.  We continue to look for and write 
grants that will help with these expenses, 
but are feeling less desperation because 
of your outpouring of care.
New Garden Bench

“I am extremely thankful for our close-
knit community who have made it 
possible to place a small memorial 
bench for my mother and father 
(Victoria and Paul Glanville) just behind 
the spot where mother would proudly 

sell her baked goods and preserves 
at the Farmers Market for almost 15 
years. The Community Hall was their 
favourite place to connect with their 
island friends, and brought so much 
joy to their lives.  A special thank 
you to Andrea for helping coordinate 
permission, and to Colin Hamilton who, 
with great care and talent, carved their 
names onto the bench in their memory.  
With my sincerest heartfelt gratitude, 
Debra Wells.”
Youth Programs at the  
Community Hall

Across the Ages

This is a program to foster intergenera-
tional connection on the Southern Gulf 
Islands, run as a collaboration between 
the SGICRC and Pender Community 
Hall.  We are recruiting youth commu-
nity members (19 and under) and se-
nior community members (55+) across 
Southern Gulf Island communities to 
participate in a virtual buddy program.  
We will have regular virtual meet-ups 
over the winter where we will partici-
pate in virtual activities together.  Email 
Ellie at picommunityhall@gmail.com if 
you would like to sign up.
Pender Youth Leadership  
Program

Pender Youth Leadership Program is in 
the works at the Community Hall.  The 
program will center around outdoor 
and environmental education, food 
and farming skills, and community 
development.  We will meet regularly 
beginning in January 2021. Keep your 
eye out in The Pender Post for January 
and on the Community Hall Facebook 
page for more details!  Email Ellie at 

continued on page 30...
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Faith bulletin

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road
December 6  10:00 am Zoom Advent 11 
December 13 10:00 am Zoom Morning Prayer                                 
December 20 10:00 am Zoom  Lessons and Carols 
December 24 8:00 pm St. Peter’s Parish Hall  Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist
December 27   No Service 
Ellen Willingham, 629-6700 Bookings for the Parish Hall: rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
Church Office: 629-3634 Parish E-mail: admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca 

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome!

December 6 10:45 am John Wilton Communion Service
December 13 10:45 am Arnold Alksne Worship Service
December 20 10:45 am George Hodgson Worship Service
December 24 7:00 pm Family outdoor Carol Sing in front of the church, weather permitting
December 27 10:45 am Denis Dion Worship Service
• Services have resumed at the Community Church. See our website for the COVID-19 safety protocol.  
• If you have any questions or requests, please contact Judy Neil, 629-6168

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services 
4705 Buccaneers Road
December 4 9:30 am Friday Mass
December 13 9:00 am Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
December 18 9:30 am Friday Mass
December 27 9:00 am Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
• As the number of people able to attend each liturgy is limited, please register by phoning 629-6029 or stteresachapel@gmail.com.

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)
December 10 7:00 pm Feast of Questions/Masa’il, via zoom
December 29 7:00 pm Feast of Honor/Sharat, via zoom
 7:00 pm Weekly Prayers, Thursday evenings, via zoom
• The names of the Baha’i feasts are based on the Baha’i Calendar, which has 19 months, each named for an attribute of God.
• We have established a weekly devotional zoom meeting every Thursday evening.  For an invitation, please email   

bevpedenpender@gmail.com for the zoom link, or call 250-412-2524 or visit bahaissi.org for more information.  
• From the writings of the Bahá’í Faith: Be as a lamp unto them that walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the 

thirsty, a haven for the distressed, an upholder and defender of the victim of oppression. ~ Baha’u’llah,   
Gleanings from the Writings of Baha’u’llah

The Church at Hope Bay
Hope Bay Bible Camp,  4302 Bedwell Harbour Road (Entrance on Hooson Road)

The Hope Bay Fellowship is holding off on doing indoor services and potlucks at Hope Bay BIble Camp. Instead we’ll be 
meeting for one hour each week at 11 am in safer, outdoor beach or park locations to sing, read scripture, and pray for our 

families, and community. Everyone is welcome. If you wish to be added to our email list to receive notifications of locations 
and detals, please reach out to robertjoelcooper@gmail.com or call Bobby at 250-882-5571 for details. May everyone in our 
community feel the deep anchoring of God’s love and hope during this uncertain season.
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DeCember

As per orders from the Provincial Health Officer, events may be cancelled at short notice

1 Tue  Art Society presents Le Petit Salon Art Show online from November 27 - December 25 .......................... 8
  10:00 am Library is open Tuesday and Friday to 3 pm*............................................................................................ 25
2 Wed 9:00 am HOP to 11, (also on December 9 and 16, School Rink and Forest ............................................................ 14
  10:00 am Weekly walking group every Wednesday until noon, Community Hall Path* .......................................... 31
  1:30 pm Carpet Bowling every Wednesday to 3:30 pm, Community Hall* ............................................................ 31
  4:00 pm Qui Gong to 5:30 pm, Community Hall*................................................................................................... 31
  4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm. Drop in at Hope Bay and livestreamed on Ptarmigan Facebook Page .................11
  5:30 pm Lions Club regular meeting, Pender Island Clinic Meeting Room ............................................................ 22
3 Thu 10:00 am Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ............................................... 31
4 Fri 10:00 am Food Bank open Fridays to 12 pm, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall*.......................................... 19
  10:00 am Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ............................................... 31
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu open every Friday until 4 pm* .................................................................................................. 15
  11:30 am Indoor Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Enzo Marino & Friends, Community Hall ..................................11, 31 
  3:00 pm Friday Health Forum to 4 pm, see Community Paramedic article for details*.......................................... 12
  5:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Take-out 5 pm, Dinner 6 pm, Roast Beef, Legion Hall ......................... 19, 33
5 Sat 10:00 am Winter Market to 1 pm, Community Hall* ................................................................................................ 31
  10:00 am Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ............................................... 31
  2:00 pm MAP Annual General Meeting, Community Hall Upstairs ....................................................................... 14
  4:00 pm Legion Meat Draw (cancelled), Legion Hall* ..................................................................................... 19, 33
7 Mon 9:00 am Parents and Babes to 11:30 am, (also on the December 14), Dragonfly Centre ........................................ 14
  1:00 pm Art Society presents a session on Drawing to 4 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ................................................. 8
10 Thu 10:30 am SGI Non-profit Leaders Network, register at sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com .......................................... 35
  1:00 pm Garden Club presents Seasonal Floral Arrangements with Margaret Alpen, Community Hall ................. 36
11 Fri 9:30 am First Aid Friday to 10 am, see Community Paramedic article for details .................................................. 12
  11:30 am Indoor Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Randy Lockhart, Community Hall ..............................................11, 31
  1:30 pm Peony Felting Workshop with Debbie Katz to 4:30 pm, $40 includes materials, Community Hall .......... 10 
  3:00 pm Friday Health Forum to 4 pm, see Community Paramedic article for details............................................ 12 
  5:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Take-out 5 pm, Dinner 6 pm, Turkey, Legion Hall ............................... 19, 33
12 Sat 10:00 am Nu-To-Yu Children’s Christmas Shopping Day to 12 pm ......................................................................... 15
14 Mon 9:30 am Quilters Circle’ meet to 12 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ................................................................................ 10
16 Wed 4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm. Drop in at Hope Bay and livestreamed on Ptarmigan Facebook page .................11
17 Thu 10:00 am Pender Post Directors meeting via Zoom
18 Fri 9:30 am Parks and Recreation Monthly meeting will be held via Zoom ................................................................. 40
  10:00 am Last day of Nu-To-Yu pre-Christmas shopping and for the Pender Island Food Bank in 2020 ................ 15
  11:30 am Indoor Picnic to 1:30 pm, Music by Melady Preece, Community Hall ................................................11, 31
  1:30 pm Beret Felting Workshop with Debbie Katz to 4:30 pm, $50 includes materials, Community Hall ........... 10
  3:00 pm Youth Book Club to 4 pm, Community Hall ............................................................................................. 31 
  3:00 pm Friday Health Forum to 4 pm, see Community Paramedic article for details............................................ 12
19 Sat 9:00 am Pender Post submission deadline for the January issue.  All early submissions accepted ........................... 5
   Dragonfly will be closed for winter break from December 19 to January 3 .............................................. 15
25 Fri  Art Society last day of Le Petit Salon Art Show online ............................................................................... 8
26 Sat 10:00 am Boxing Day Winter Market to 1 pm, Community Hall .............................................................................. 31
  11:00 am Nu-To-Yu Annual 50% Boxing Day Sale to 3 pm ..................................................................................... 15
31 Thu  Last day to renew your CRD Dog Licence for 2021 and save $5.............................................................. 12

aDvanCe notiCeS For January

2 Sat  Christmas Bird Count for Kids, all day, various locations ......................................................................... 18
4 Mon  Dragonfly will reopen on January 4 for Parents and Babes RSVP program .............................................. 15
8 Fri 10:00 am Pender Island Food Bank opens again for 2021......................................................................................... 19
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu opens again for 2021 ................................................................................................................. 15
18 Mon  Otters Swim Club’s new session to April 30, register at www.penderisladotters.webs.com ..................... 37
20 Wed  Pender Island Reconciliation Circle meeting resumes, Zoom ................................................................... 26



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 030 

This month, Raincoast 
and the Pender Islands 

Conservancy are launching a 
campaign to purchase a 13 acre 
conservation property on North 
Pender Island. This purchase 
will improve local protection of 
globally rare Coastal Douglas-
fir forests and associated 
habitats. These forests are 
rapidly disappearing despite 
their importance to wildlife and 
buffering the effects of climate 
change. They urgently need 
protection. 

By supporting 
this initiative, 
you will 
help protect 
a maturing grove of stately 
cedar trees, a healthy wetland 
that supports the Buck Lake 
Reservoir watershed, a 

maturing stand of Douglas-fir 
and arbutus, and the many 
species who rely on these 
habitats. Additionally, research 
shows that protected areas 
not only improve ecological 
resilience, they build social and 
economic resilience as well.

S,DÁYES Flycatcher 
Forest
At least thirty-five bird species 
have been identified on this 
land, including olive-sided 
flycatchers. These birds in 
particular find their homes in 
the fringes of forests bordering 
wetlands, and have been 
federally listed as threatened 
due to habitat loss. Gulf Islands 
forests are among the few 
places these birds are thriving. 
As a species linking forests and 

wetlands, the flycatcher has 
become the namesake of the 
place. Given Pender Islands are 
the Traditional Territory of the 
WSÁNEĆ people, who know 
them as S,DÁYES, we are calling 
this land S,DÁYES Flycatcher 
Forest.

Tax deductible 
donations
Raincoast and Pender Islands 
Conservancy need to raise 
$395,000 by April 2021. If you 
want to support the protection 
of the S,DÁYES Flycatcher 
Forest you can make a tax 
deductible donation to either 
organization. Please contact us 
for more information or donate 
through our websites.

You can help us protect 
Gulf Island forests
Pender Islands Conservancy Association and Raincoast 
Conservation Foundation are proud to partner to save 
Coastal Douglas-fir forests on Pender Island.

ConTaCT uS
Shauna Doll, Gulf Islands Forest Project 
Coordinator, Raincoast
shauna@raincoast.org   902-817-0436
www.raincoast.org

Erin o’Brien, Community Outreach and 
Project Coordinator, Pender Conservancy
erin.obrien7500@gmail.com   250-222-0370
www.penderconservancy.org
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B & B

By the Sea
Bed & BBQ Grill
South Pender Island, BC

Judith Allen

250-665-4900
480-510-0993 (cell)

JoyalenBouviers@hotmail.com

www.joyalenbouviers.com/
BBPenderIsland/BBPender.html

picommunityhall@gmail.com if you 
would like to learn more.
Youth Book Club  
December 18, 3 - 4 pm

The Youth Book Club is a free monthly 
book club for teens grades 9-12.  Our 
goal is to create a space for book-loving 
teens to safely gather, read and discuss 
new books, and socialize.  The first meet 
will be December 18 from 3 - 4 pm, in 
person at the Community Hall.  Bring 
your own cozy blankets, tea, masks, and 
enthusiasm!  We are hoping for between 
5 - 10 participants.  Email penderhall@
hotmail.com for more information and 
to register.
Adult Programs and the Com-
munity Hall

Walking Group   
Wednesdays,  10 - 11:30 am

Focus on your health, happiness, and 
fun every Wednesday at the Community 
Hall.  The Walking Group is a drop-in 
activity, where you can stop in and visit 
at the café and join others in a pleasant 
walk along the Home Valley farm trail.  
Masks encouraged. 
Carpet Bowling   
Wednesdays 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Carpet Bowling offers mild to moderate 
exercise, a bit of friendly competition, 
and great fun.  No special clothing is 
needed except clean flat-soled shoes.  
Australian Carpet Bowling rules apply.   
Recommended drop in is $2.  Masks 
required.
Tibetan Qi Gong   
Wednesdays 4 - 5:30 pm

Gather and absorb chi (life energy) into 
your body with these gentle movements 
to increase circulation and flexibility 
while quieting the mind. Most exercises 
are done standing. For more information, 
call Ken at 629-3104. Drop in cost is $2.  
Masks required.
Winter Market   
Saturdays from 10 am - 1 pm

Come out on Saturdays to the Winter 
Market to browse local food, art, crafts, 
and produce. Handmade goods are 
available inside the Hall.  Masks and 
hand sanitizer required at entry.

Friday Community Gathering

We will continue to have a weekly bring-
your-own picnic with music brought 
to us by Ptarmigan.  We have moved 
inside, distanced sitting areas, door open 
for ventilation (dress warmly), contact 
tracing at entry. Tea and coffee are 
available by donation. Masks required 
when not eating or drinking.
Volunteers Needed (14+ years)

Volunteering is a fun and healthy 
lifestyle.  Ready to lend a hand?  Turn 
your spare time into social good!  Spend 
a few hours, days, or weeks with Pender 
Island Community Hall, and help us 
build a strong, happy, and healthy 
community. Volunteers are a gift to the 
Community! Volunteers are needed to 
assist in the following areas:
• Café Host
• Market Assistant
• Day Camps (summer and winter)
• Children’s Programs
• Youth Leadership Program
• Older Adult Programs
• Farm and Food Programs
• Arts and crafts, sports
• Special events and more
Earn graduation credits, gain valuable 
work skills, and give back to your 
community!  If you have one, two, or 
several hours a week to volunteer or 
just want to help with a special event, 
we have something for you.  Please 
call 629-3669 or email bookings@
penderislands.org. 
Andrea  Mi l l s ,  Ja ime MacLean, 
and  Dianne  Al l i son

Pender Island   
Recycling Society

You may have noticed 
that we recently 

installed a temporary 
shelter to protect you and 
your recyclables from 

the rain. When the first big wind of the 
season arrived, it snapped one of the 
metal support bars clean in half. Thanks 
to the depot staff for quickly formulating 
a plan, and thank you to Jerry Folk, who 
was willing to help us out and welded it 
right away - your kindness will keep our 

recyclers and their materials dry!
Since November 1, the depot is open 
on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 
from 10 am - 3pm. Please ensure that 
you arrive early enough to finish your 
recycling. When many people arrive in 
the last hour, the gates may be closed 
before 3 pm to ensure that everyone 
finishes on time.
The Depot will be closed on Friday, 
December 25 for Christmas and on 
Saturday, December 26 for Boxing Day. 
In the week following Christmas the 
depot might be very busy. It is advisable 
to hang on to your recycling until the 
second weekend in January if possible. 
Note that gift bows and ribbon are not 
recyclable (but they are reusable).
Did you know that the CRD banned 
food scraps from your garbage in 2015? 
One of the simplest ways to deal with 
food scraps is to put them in a composter 
($99) or a food digester ($185) – and 
both of these are for sale at the depot. 
They are sold at cost.
The Composter

The composter handles raw plant food 
scraps, such as fruit and vegetable 

...continuted from page 27
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peelings, as well as egg shells, coffee 
grounds, and brown paper towels. This 
organic material decomposes with the 
help of worms and once decomposed it 
can be harvested from the bottom of the 
unit and added to your garden.
The Food Digester

The food digester handles cooked and 
uncooked plant material, as well as 
dairy products, cooked and uncooked 
meat, and bread. You cannot collect the 
composted material out of a digester but 
it will enrich the soil and improve the 
growth of nearby plants. It requires a 
sunny, well-drained site. Ask for more 
information the next time that you 
are at the depot or visit the Compost 
Education Centre website https://www.
compost.bc.ca.
Although they are a significant 
investment, once you have installed 
them, you can easily manage the kitchen 
waste from your household. If you are 
a full-time Pender Island resident, we 
recommend that you install one of each 
unit so that you have sufficient capacity 
for your organic waste. If you reside on 
Pender Island part-time and/or do not 
garden, then installing just a digester 

might suffice.
Here on Pender Island, the recycle 
depot and the Nu-To-Yu work together 
to responsibly manage non-packaging 
plastic - which includes all plastic 
items that are not part of a recognized 
recycling program. Together we have 
kept over 9 tonnes of non-packaging 
plastic out of the landfill since 2015! 
(As a side note, Pender Islanders have 
recycled 89 tonnes of packaging plastic, 
such as milk jugs, plastic bags, etc. 
since 2015. Yay Pender!!!) When plastic 
items are donated to the Nu-To-Yu 
that won’t or don’t sell, their amazing 
volunteers carefully remove any screws 
and metal pieces from the plastic before 
bringing it to the depot. Depot staff then 
bale the plastic and ship it to Delta to 
be recycled at Merlin Plastics. The 
environmental superstars at the Nu-To-
Yu help Penderites to reduce, reuse, and 
recycle and we at the recycling depot 
offer our heartfelt thanks for all they do 
to keep Pender clean and green!
If you have a plastic item that is broken 
or in disrepair, but is clean, free of 
paint and free of metal, bring it to the 
depot and ask a staff member for help. 

Non-packaging plastic includes plastic 
kitchen utensils, lawn chairs, and wash 
basins, to name a few. There is a charge 
for larger items, for example: a $2 fee 
per lawn chair. Thank you in advance 
for bringing this material to us and 
keeping it out of the landfills!
The staff and the board of directors of 
the Pender Island Recycling Society 
wish you and your family the very best 
during the upcoming holiday season. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
of Pender Island’s community-owned 
and operated recycling depot.
Niki  Rober ts

Pender Organic   
Community Garden Society
POCGS

As the bounty of the 
past growing season 

is securely stored away for 
the winter in root cellars, 
cold rooms, mason jars, 

and freezers, December is a wonderful 
time both to look back over the past year 
in our gardens and to look forward to the 
possibilities for the next season.
Thanks to the Community Hall’s covered 
outdoor deck area, POCGS was able to 
hold its AGM safely on October 4, with 
members from 17 of the 24 (full and 
half) plots in attendance to discuss the 
past and future growing seasons.  Also 
in attendance was Karl Hamson, whose 
generosity in allowing the community 
garden to exist on his working sheep 
farm is gratefully acknowledged by 
the POCGS membership. Since the 
members only meet as a group once 
a year, several important issues were 
discussed at length.
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Due to delays caused by COVID-19, 
many past season infrastructure 
projects had been postponed (including 
improvements to the gate hinges and 
latch mechanism), so these projects will 
be completed prior to spring 2021.  In 
addition, POCGS will be fundraising 
locally to enhance the current water 
system (which was upgraded two 
seasons ago to maximize the efficient 
use of the farm’s ponds) by purchasing 
a new, second pressure regulator, which 
should help keep the water pressure 
strong by swapping out the clogged 
regulator when necessary throughout 
the growing season.  Also on the agenda 
was a thorough discussion on how to 
deal with a possible rodent problem, 
with a resulting vote allowing a single 
electronic rat trap to be set in the spring 
in the affected area to determine whether 
or not rodents (and not birds or insects) 
are the pests to blame for missing crops. 
And POCGS members also discussed 
how best to utilize the composted plant 
and weed debris outside the garden 
space without encouraging weeds to 
spread back into the growing area, and 
it was decided to revisit this topic in the 
spring.
POCGS said goodbye to a few members 
and welcomed new faces, which 
is also reflected in the 2020/2021 
board: President, Barbara Tarris; Vice 
President, Kathy Kronk; Treasurer, 
Nancy Goodman; Members-at-Large, 
Patricia Callendar, David Hultsch, 
and Sue Long, with Patricia Holborn 
managing the waitlist.  Several new 
committees were created to help 
spread the workload more evenly 
throughout the membership, to deal 
with issues such as leveling overgrown 
paths, weed-whacking common 
areas, raking composting areas, water 
system maintenance, organizing and 
maintaining the equipment shed, and 
cleaning and stocking the outhouse, so 
many thanks to all the POCGS members 
who have stepped forward to help in all 
these and other areas!
I feel blessed to be part of such an 
enthusiastic group, working together to 
grow healthy food and lovely flowers on 
a beautiful, productive farm on Pender 
Island. With overflowing gratitude, I 
thank all the members (past and present), 
as well as Karl and Hedi (and, of course, 

Monty and Molly), for the laughter and 
camaraderie, the shared wisdom and 
sage advice, and the motivation and 
inspiration that make all the hard work 
in the community garden so worthwhile 
and enjoyable.
Nancy  Goodman

Pender POD

In the spirit of 
peaceful advocacy, 

this month has seen 
the PenderPOD 

Steering Committee members busy 
writing letters to various researchers 
and organizations such as Washington 
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), 
Canadian DFO, Island Trustees, and 
Trust Council about issues facing the 
Salish Sea.
These include the protection of Orca 
and their new calves, the  establishment 
of permanent whale sanctuaries off 
Pender and Saturna Islands, suggestions 
for consequences for boater violations, 
regulations for whale watching 
vessels, and  encouragement of whale 
watching from land. We also sent 
communications about violations to the 
fragile ecosystems in the Gulf  Islands 
including local logging practices, with 
the suggestion that for  every tree taken 
a new one must be planted. POD has 
noted there is no Department of Oceans 
in BC despite having the largest shore 
line of all Canadian Provinces. We will 
continue writing to all governmental 
levels about these matters.
POD is planning a joint December 
meeting with members of the Saturna 
Whale Sightings Network, who have 
been monitoring their sanctuary zone 
with hydrophones. And we have a 
request from some Pender youth to 
join our efforts to address all these 
environmental issues, which is the best 
news yet!
One upside of this infernal pandemic is 
that it does free time for letter writing. 
We hope the ideas we have shared in 
this article give you inspiration for a 
letter you would like to write yourself. 
Get your concerns and voices heard!
John Al lan

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

We Will Remember Them

Remembrance 
Day at the 

cemetery and 
the Legion were successful, with many 
views of the livestream and video.  We 
are grateful to all who made it possible.  
Thank you to organizers Colin Denton, 
John Pender, and Terry MacDonald; 
David Rawlings (Sergeant-at-Arms) and 
his son Chris; Padre Jonathan Carruthers; 
Charles Baker, Ken Pelley, and Colin 
Denton (Flag Bearers and Legion 
Executives); Pender Island Fire Rescue: 
Mike Dine - Chief, Adrian Hanson - 
Assistant Chief, Ian Elliot - Firefighter, 
Jon Grelik - Captain, and Richard 
Lemy - Firefighter and Parks Canada 
representative (Cenotaph Guards); 
Legion Executives: Jean Deschenes, 
Bill Critchley, and Terry Shepherd; Fred 
Wiercyski (long time faithful Legion 
member and supporter); Ben McConchie 
(Trumpet), Kenta Kikuchi (Facebook 
livestream and video); and the Pender 
Highlanders Pipe Band.
Thank you to Colin Denton for once 
again expertly organizing our Poppy 
Campaign, and warm thanks to all for 
your generous Poppy donations.
Friday night dinners in November were 
all sell outs!  Thanks to all who support 
and enjoy these dinners, which is much 
needed support for the Legion.  This 
month, dinners will be Roast Beef on 
December 4, and Turkey on December 
11.  Dinner availability will be limited 
so please order early.  20 dine in dinners 
($20) and 20 take out dinners ($18) 
from 5 - 7 pm.  Big thank you to all our 
volunteer cooks and crew that make 
Friday night dinners possible and help 
keep the Legion going.
Unfortunately, the Saturday Meat Draws 
have been cancelled until further notice 
pursuant to Provincial Health Officer’s 
Orders.  Mike Gray of Tru Value Foods 
donated 8 frozen turkeys for the Meat 
Draws.  Huge thanks Mike for your 
continued support!  We will have bonus 
draws for the turkeys when we return. 
All dinners and events are subject to 
change pursuant to Provincial Health 
Officer Orders.
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Thank you to all who attended the 
Legion in November and followed the 
COVID-19 rules to keep us all safe. 
Please renew your membership, or 
become a new member, and help to keep 
our Legion going.  2021 membership 
dues are $55.  You can renew, or apply, 
online at www.legion.ca; by e-transfer 
to finance239.rcl@gmail.com; cheque, 
cash or card at the Legion, or mail a 
cheque.  Thank you for your ongoing 
member support.
The October early bird membership 
payment winner of a free Friday night 
dinner for two was Lorna Dreher, a 
member since 1995.
‘Tis the Christmas season and the Legion 
has donated $1,000 to Santa Sac to help 
support the food and gifts distributed to 
Pender Island folks in need. 
Thank you to Michael Bradley and crew 
for expertly taking down the dangerous 
pine tree in our parking lot, and doing an 
excellent clean up job.  The wood was 
donated to Green Angels to support their 
worthwhile causes.  No more pine cone 
bonks on the head!
We will be closed from December 13 
- January 1, returning on January 2 for 
Meat Draw (hopefully).  See ad on page 
19.
We wish you a safe and happy holiday 
season!
Jean Deschenes

Salish Sea Stars

The Salish Sea Stars are a group 
of four young people dedicated 

to spreading awareness about climate 
change in the Salish Sea.  We are 
currently working on a project to create 
a brochure on plants native to Pender 
Island, as an alternative to invasive 
species that are normally planted in 
gardens.  This has the effect of lessening 
the strain on the ecosystem while also 
growing some unique and yummy 
plants!
As part of this, we held an art contest 
where participants could illustrate 
some of the eight plants we selected.  
The winners of each category received 

20 dollars and will also have their art 
featured in the brochure!  We also 
chose one piece of artwork for what 
we considered to be the overall most 
creative entry.
It is my pleasure to announce the winners 
of this art contest. The winners are as 
follows: Woodland Strawberry, Annika 
Fleming; Yerba Buena, Sara Jim; Red 
Flowering Currant, Ripley Stafford; 
Nodding Onion, Ripley Stafford; 
Miner’s Lettuce, Kelly Leroux; Black 
Raspberry, Satya Underhill; Common 
Camas, Peter Pare; and Soapberry, 
Wendi Lopatecki.  The overall creativity 
prize goes to Satya Underhill
We would like to thank everyone who 
entered in our contest and especially 
the winners.  We got so many amazing 
entries, the thought and talent that 
went into the drawings really blew us 
away.  We are currently working on the 
brochure and hope to have it done by the 
new year.
The Sea  S tars

SGI Community Resource 
Centre

Seasons Greetings from 
the SGI Community 

Resource Centre! We are 
a multi-island community 
resource center that offers 

a wide range of community resources 
and social development programming. 
As we move into the colder winter 
months we acknowledge the warmth 
and generosity of our Pender Island 
community. A big thank you to all 
our volunteers and staff! We would 
especially like to welcome our new 
community development leaders who 
will be leading the way with their 
creativity, fresh youthful energy, and 
new ideas.
December Days

October saw us looking ahead to 
December, and now we are thinking 
about what we can do to help alleviate 
what can often be a lean and/or lonely 
holiday month for some. We applied 
for funding to help us do all we can to 
make this solstice and holiday month a 
bit shinier. Funding is not yet secure, but 
we are feeling confident. If you are an 
individual, family, couple, household of 

Legion  Pres ident  Jean  Deschenes  presents  a  cheque  to  Terry  Shep-
herd ,  accept ing  on  behal f  o f  Santa  Sac . 

Sa tya  Underhi l l  was  the  overal l 
crea t iv i ty  pr i ze  winner  in  the 
Miner ’s  Le t tuce  ca tegory 
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any configuration, or organization, that 
might need a hand with keeping spirits 
bright this month, please send an email 
to penderislandcrc@gmail.com. Emails 
are confidential and privacy is wholly 
respected.
Pender Island Kindness Program

Throughout the pandemic, the CRC 
has been busy providing our Islands 
residents with a food delivery program 
in partnership with Tru Value Foods. 
Our delivery service takes place 
on Wednesday evenings. Volunteer 
shoppers and drivers ensure that this 
service is met on a weekly basis. We 
will continue to offer this service to 
anyone in need. If you would like 
more information please contact 
orderonpender@gmail.com.
Let No Apple Be Wasted

On October 31, the CRC organized 
a community apple event at the 
Community Hall. It was a tremendous 
success! We used over 500 pounds of 
apples to make apple juice, apple sauce, 
and dehydrated apples. People were 
encouraged to participate in the juicing, 
canning, and dehydrator workshops. 
Overall the workshop proved to be an 
effective way to create community 
connections in a safe environment (with 
COVID-19 regulations in place), to 
promote food security and encourage a 
culture of community resiliency. Check 
our new blogpost at: https://www.
sgicommunityresources.ca/
SGI Community Justice Program

November 15-22 was National 
Restorative Justice Week.  This was a 
good time to check out what Restorative 
Justice is, and how it is seen as an 
effective way to deal with crime in 
communities.  Check out our webpage 
for more information and let us know if 
you want to take part in our work https://
www.sgicommunityresources.ca/cjp/
Through the Peace Circle process, 
we can help groups or the community 
at large to hold healthy, respectful 
discussions around challenging topics. 
Contact us through your CRC office, or 
at sgicjp@shaw.ca.

Upcoming Grant Deadlines 
Newsletter

At the CRC, we have been steadily 
updating our grants database and have 
been sending out a monthly newsletter 
to local non-profit organizations. If you 
would like to be on the email list, simply 
email sgicrcassistant@gmail.com.  
SGI Non-profit Leaders Network

The monthly meetup is a place for SGI 
Non-profit Leaders to have a place to 
discuss issues, trends, and connect with 
each other. With no agenda, topics are 
diverse, meaningful, and very valuable 
for those in attendance. The next 
meeting will be held December 10 at 
10:30 am. For more information or to 
register, email sgivolunteercentre@
gmail.com,
New! Across the Ages

This is a program to foster intergenera-
tional connection on the Southern Gulf 
Islands, run as a collaboration between 
the SGI CRC and Pender Community 
Hall.  We are recruiting youth commu-
nity members (19 and under) and se-
nior community members (55+) across 
Southern Gulf Island communities to 
participate in a virtual buddy program.  
We will have regular virtual meet-ups 
over the winter where we will partici-
pate in virtual activities together.  Email 
info@sgicommunityresources.ca if you 
would like to sign up.
Employment Services

If you are looking for work, thinking 
of a career change, or wondering 
about starting a small business, call 
Employment Services at 629-3665 
and arrange an appointment.  Our 
career advisors can share information 
about job search, skills training, career 
exploration, small business development 
and other WorkBC services. If you 
are looking for job postings, visit our 
website at sgicommunityresources.ca/
jobs, or visit our Driftwood office #31 
and see what is on our Job Board.
Melody  Pender

South Pender   
Historical Society

On a grey and rainy 
R e m e m b r a n c e 
Day a group of us 
gathered carefully 
at the Church of 

the Good Shepherd to dig a hole for a 
Bloodgood Maple tree to be planted 
in memory of David J. Spalding (see 
photo).  A week later the tree was 
delivered and lovingly planted in the 
hole.  We are most grateful to Leeanne 
Mueller for her research, advice, and 
then physical help in locating and 
delivering this beautiful tree, which 
the SPHS has donated and installed as 
a tribute to David.  It is hoped we will 
be able to hold a bigger gathering to 
dedicate the tree with friends and family 
in attendance some time next spring, 
when its beautiful leaf colouring will be 
evident.
The SPHS is delighted to welcome 
Elizabeth Spalding onto our Board of 
Directors, following a belated AGM.  
With Sandra Johnson heading the 
team as President, we now have nine 
Directors working to fulfill our mandate 
“to document and preserve the history 
of South Pender Island including land 
and structures of historical value; and 
specifically to preserve and maintain 
the buildings, grounds and Memorial 
Garden of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd for the benefit and use of 
the Pender community and visitors.” 

Plant ing  a  spec ia l  t ree  in 
memory  o f  a  spec ia l  person  - 
David  J .  Spald ing
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Please note that the church is still 
owned and maintained by the Anglican 
Diocese of BC and is available for use 
for baptisms, weddings, funerals, etc.  
If you would like to hold such an event 
there, please contact the Venerable 
Ellen Willingham at   
ewillingham@bc.anglican.ca.
We have now set up an account to 
receive membership and booklet 
revenue electronically, so please 
consider supporting our society by 
purchasing a lifetime membership for 
only $10.  It couldn’t be easier!  Simply 
send an etransfer to Sandra Johnson at 
southpenderhs@gmail.com and send her 
a separate  email (to the same address) 
with details of how you would like 
your name written on the membership 
card, your address, and whether you 
would like a bonus Brooks Point poster!  
Sandra will then put your membership 
card and poster in the SPHS folder at 
the Driftwood Realty Office, or arrange 
to deliver to you.  Your name will also 
be added to our email communication 
list unless you request otherwise. Group 
emails to the membership are only sent 
occasionally.  
With Christmas fast approaching, please 
consider buying our beautiful booklet 
Good Shepherd Stories by Frank Trice.  
These are available from Talisman 
Books & Gallery at $7 each or three 
for $21, and make delightful stocking 
stuffers or easy-to-mail gifts to friends 
and family far and wide.  We greatly 
appreciate the kindness of the Talisman 
Books & Gallery staff for this service, 
but if you prefer to shop online, please 
email the above address and pay for as 
many booklets as you’d like, and then 
one of us will be happy to deliver copies 
to you.
Sadly, there will be no Christmas 
sing-along at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd this year, but we wish you all a 
safe and healthy season, with optimism 
for easier and happier times to come in 
the new year.
Patr ic ia  Cal lendar 

reCreation anD leiSure

Canadian Power and Sail
Pender Island Squadron

We had a full 
c o m p l e m e n t 

of six students take 
our Maritime Radio 

Course.  This was a self-study, online 
course which we supplemented 
with three seminars to assist those 
participating.  Enrolment was limited to 
six participants as this was the first time 
we have hosted an online course.  All six 
were successful and will be receiving 
their official maritime Radio Operator’s 
Certificate known as ROC(M).  Because 
the course is open to anyone in Canada 
we had one participant from Calgary, 
one from Vancouver, one from Victoria 
and three from Pender Island.
February 2021 we are going to expand 
our online offering to include Boating 
2 and 3 Combined.  This course covers 
boat handling, basic seamanship skills, 
and an introduction to chart plotting.  
The course covers quite a bit of material 
and will extend over 12 weeks, with one 
period of instruction per week followed 
up with at home reading and exercises.  
As with the radio course we will be 
limiting enrollment to a small group, 
as this will be a learning experience for 
us, too.  So, if you think this will be of 
interest to you, phone me at 629-6846 
and we will give you a call in advance 
of us posting the course on the CPS 
website.
Your membership does make a 
difference!

Many active members have not been 
receiving the automatic renewal 
notice that is normally issued by 
Canadian Power and Sail Squadron.  
Consequently our membership is 
declining rapidly.  Membership is 
critical to our ability to provide the 
services we offer island residents.  We 
are a volunteer organization and rely on 
our membership for volunteer support 
as well as financial support.
Every year we have successfully helped 
our Grade 8 students obtain their 
Pleasure Craft Operator Certificate as 
their first step in learning how to be safe 
while pursuing recreational activities on 

the water.  Each year we assist members 
of RCMSAR, students, new boaters, 
and summer students in obtaining their 
Maritime Radio certificates as part of 
their volunteer and summer employment 
needs.  We also hold advanced training 
in navigation, seamanship, boat 
maintenance, and weather to our on-
island members.
Whether you volunteer, or simply 
remain an active member, you support 
your community by enabling us to 
provide these services.  Please take the 
time to renew your membership on the 
website at CPS-ECP.CA.
Thanks for reading and stay safe on the 
water,
David  Kirsop ,  Commander

Pender Island Garden Club

These articles are 
getting harder and 

harder to write as the 
COVID-19 virus keeps 

moving the goalposts when it comes to 
planning meetings.  Some speakers we 
lined up were not comfortable using 
Zoom so others had to be found. Some 
members are not comfortable using 
Zoom so we are trying to accommodate 
everyone.  We had a very successful 
Zoom meeting with Linda Gilkeson with 
33 members joining us and I thank Linda 
for her patience in working with our less 
experienced members.  I learned a lot, 
not only about gardening but about using 
Zoom.  We received several requests to 
record the Zoom meeting for those not 
able to attend and after some discussion 
we decided we will not be recording 
these meetings. The Executive have had 
to take on a lot of new responsibilities 
with trying to organize this year and we 
decided this would be one more to add 
to the many.  Also, we would ask that 
members not share the link with non 
members as the membership fees are 
our major source of funds to operate the 
club and if people can get meetings for 
free no one will want to join.
Our December 10 meeting will be in 
the Community Hall and we will be 
making wreaths and floral centrepieces 
for Christmas under the guidance of 
Margaret Alpen.  This required pre-
registration and is limited to 30 people 
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only. Unfortunately the deadline for 
registration expired before this issue 
of The Pender Post was out. Members 
will have received an email detailing 
the process for registering.  Another 
example of those moving goalposts 
where we have to change things on 
the fly.  This meeting is also subject 
to COVID-19 restrictions and how 
many people are allowed to gather on 
December 10.
We currently have Zoom meetings 
scheduled for January to March and 
hope in April to return to the Community 
Hall with outside meetings.  Stay well.
Val  Butcher

Pender Island   
Junior Sailing Association

PIJSA has not had a 
report for some months, 

primarily due to the 
cancellation of courses for 
the past summer.  The Board 

has begun to plan for the delivery of 
courses in the Summer of 2021, which 
is made easier because clear COVID-19 
guidelines for sailing are available 
and the larger clubs, with employees 
and facilities, now have experience in 
offering courses.  Unless a dramatic 
change in the COVID-19 situation 
occurs, e.g. vaccine availability, 
the present considerations are for a 
reduction in the number of weeks of 
courses that will be offered and in the 
number of participants.
Probably in February, initial plans 
will be in place, which will have to be 
adaptable to any changing circumstance.
Bruce  Waygood,  Commodore 

Pender Island    
Otters Swim Club

Can’t believe we 
are almost at year 

end here, and also 
can’t believe we are still under the 
COVID-19 cloud, but what can we do? 
Well, we are still going swimming, and 
thank goodness Panorama Pool and 
our Coaches have tight controls for us 
to follow to keep us all safe.   As long 
as the ferries allow us to travel over to 
Sidney to get our laps in, we will keep 

swimming.   December 18 is our last day 
of this present session, but we will open 
registration again soon for the January 
18 - April 30 session.   Do check out our 
webpage for updates on 2021 registration 
with us at www.penderisladotters.webs.
com.    It has been a challenging year, 
that is for sure, but for myself and all the 
Otters’ board members, I want to thank 
The Pender Post for allowing us to bring 
everyone up to date on what we are 
doing, and how we are doing our best to 
keep all safe while getting some training 
in.  What the new year will bring, time 
will tell, but getting some exercise on 
a regular basis keeps both one’s body 
and spirit strong.   We are so thankful 
Panorama opened its doors (not the 
regular ones but the limited registration 
ones) to us for this past season.  Fingers 
crossed we will see a vaccine soon that 
will bring life back to more of a normal 
routine, and we can offer our full range 
of swim programs, on a less restrictive 
basis.   Merry Christmas and New Years 
to one and all!
Helen  Lemon-Moore ,  Pres ident    

Pender Island Yacht Club

Four races have 
been held in the 

last month, and two 
of them were exciting 

due to strong winds, and another showed 
how things can go wrong.  On October 
24, the race was around Portland Island 
to and from Shingle Bay with seven boats 
participating.  Strong winds, over 25 
knots (50 kph) were present for most of 
the race, which was hard work.  Nutmeg 
(Art Curtis) had to retire due to a loss of 
a rudder, and received help by the Coast 
Guard contacting a nearby sailboat 
which gave a tow; not one of the racers! 
Sidney Search and Rescue came and 
took over taking Nutmeg into Thieves 
Bay Marina.  This race was won by 
Bryan Anderson in Imagine. Similarly, 
the race on November 7, from Shingle 
Bay, around the Channel Islands and Batt 
Rock buoy (about half way to Ganges) 
had winds gusting to over 30 knots (60 
kph).  Kermit (Manfred Burandt), which 
is a smaller boat, wisely did not go out; 
Legacy (Bruce Waygood) and Avocet 
(Patrick Cramond) decided not to start 
after going out and being bumped 

around. Imagine (Bryan Anderson, who 
was single-handing) ended up with 
a problem with his sails and did not 
start.  Copernicus (Andrew Mastalerz) 
and Whiteshell (Wally Foster) both 
raced, with Copernicus winning. In 
contrast, the race on October 31, which 
was around Russell Island in an anti-
clockwise direction, was in poor wind, 
and the five boats managed to only 
complete half the race, which was won 
by Kermit.  The beginning of the race 
showed the hazards of little wind; two 
boats drifted across the start line ahead 
of the start; one other boat would have 
drifted into the race captain’s boat, part 
of the start line, if it hadn’t moved, and 
four boats shortly after the start had to 
start their engines to avoid drifting onto 
Mouat Point rocks (south end of Shingle 
Bay). Starting an engine to prevent 
drifting onto rocks is allowed.  The race 
on November 14 was again around Batt 
Rock, but also over to the Horda Shoals 
buoy which is near Captains Passage 
(between Prevost and Saltspring). 
Some confusion which was due to the 
race Captain, had two boats go anti-
clockwise and three boats go clockwise 
around the course. Fortunately there 
was good wind and the race was over in 
2.5 hours for four of the boats.  Imagine, 
with crew was the winner.  The Race 
Captain has had several enquiries about 
joining the racing group, and if anyone 
else is interested contact kbwaygood@
shaw.ca or 250-818-8555.
PIYC held a virtual AGM on November 
18 and the current officers of the Club 
all remained in their positions.  PIYC 
hopes that with the current news about 
potential vaccines that in the coming 
summer it can resume some of its 
normal activities of summer cruises 
and social events, but the events will be 
more spontaneous than planned, due to 
the current uncertainties.  Please contact 
Tom Caston, Commodore, if you are 
interested in joining the club, call 629-
6477, or email tcaston@outlook.com.
Bruce  Waygood,  Race  Capta in
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Weather obServationS For oCtober

                            Average Temperatures    Extreme Temperatures Precipitation
                        Max   Min    Mean               High                 Low
Magic Lake    14.8   7.8     11.3                 23.0 on 2nd    0.0 on 25th      84.2   (no snow)
Normal           14.3   7.7     11.0                 26.0 in 1987  -1.0 in 2006    93.7

October is the first month of our 
rainy season (our name for winter 

on Pender).  The actual October 
precipitation has varied from year to 
year with only 17.6 mm in 2002 and a 
high of. 291.8 mm in 2003.  This year we 
had less than average for October.  Daily 
maximum and minimum temperatures 
were higher than average for the first half 
of the month but nowhere near the all-
time high for October of 26 way back in 
1987, which was the year I started taking 
Pender Island weather observations for 
Environment Canada.  We had much 
cooler temperatures towards the end of 
the month and it reached freezing point 
on one occasion. The thermometers in 
my Stevenson Screen are at eye level but 
the temperature on the ground is lower 
when there is a frost and we had some 
ice in our water containers on a couple 
of days.  The average daily maximum 
and minimum temperatures finished up 
very close to normal.  Really there is 
no such thing as normal weather but in 
meteorological terminology, “normal” 
means average.  There was some smoke 
from far away forest fires and quite 
a lot of fog.  We had two Full Moons 
in October which does not happen 
very often.  The Harvest Moon was on 
October 1, so called because it is the full 
moon closest to the Summer Solstice.  
The second full moon, sometimes called 
a Blue Moon, was the Hunter’s Moon on 
October 31, and it was a cool beautiful 
night.
In November we put the clocks back 
one hour to Standard Time and what a 
fuss we have heard about it.  Scientific 
and psychological reasons are given to 
explain why it is bad for us!  Times of 
sunrise and sunset vary by about 3½ 
hours from June to December, so the 
length of daylight varies by about seven 
hours from one Solstice to the next and 
we are hearing about how bad for us 
it is to have one extra hour of daylight 
and having to change the clocks twice a 
year!!  I enjoy the longer sunny evenings 

in the summer and I will not mind if we 
stay on daylight saving time.
December is here already.  The Winter 
Solstice occurs on December 21 and 
that is the shortest day of the year when 
the sun is as far south as it goes and for 
the next six months the hours of daylight 
increase.  That day is said to be the 
beginning of winter but for us it is more 
like mid-winter.  In the last 33 years on 
Pender Island, December has had snow 
more often and in greater quantity than 
any other month.  Average monthly 
snowfall is rather meaningless because 
we had 90 cm of snow in December 
1996 and in 2008 and very little or none 
in most other years.  However, we are 
due for snow this year so be prepared.  
We usually get a lot of precipitation 
in December, but the quantity varies 
randomly from year to year and there 
is no evidence of our winters getting 
wetter.  2013 was our driest December 
with only 26 mm of rain and 8 cm of 
snow; no other December has come 
close to that for dryness.
Christmas will be different this year.  
During the year when there have been 
special occasions and consequently 
gatherings of people, there has been a 
noticeable rise in cases of COVID-19 
and no doubt the same will happen after 
Christmas.  It is up to us to take care 
and to celebrate Christmas differently 
this year and to make do without the 
customary gatherings.  I have spent a lot 
of Christmases in various places around 
the world when I would have preferred 
to be elsewhere and quite often it was 
just another working day, so I will be 
happy if I can give it a miss this year.   
But I wish all my readers a healthy and 
Happy New Year and a hope for return 
to normality.
In the February issue of The Pender 
Post I shall give a summary of our 2020 
weather and a comparison with previous 
years.
Malcolm Armstrong

Cover Story

Christmas is always a special time of 
year.  And what could look more 

festive than our December Pender Post 
cover?  But celebrating Christmas and the 
holiday season promises to have a very 
different look this year.  With no overseas 
travel or inter-provincial travel, and fewer 
large family celebrations, Christmas 2020 
indeed promises to be memorable.  Instead 
of thinking of the necessary changes as 
sacrifices, we should view them as short-
term family and friendship investments 
to ensure we’ll again enjoy “the good old 
days” at a future date.
Luckily, we can all still share meaningful 
time with the special people in our lives.  
Thanks to technology, a smorgasbord 
of Christmas connecting opportunities 
awaits us, with long distance phone 
calls, Skype and Zoom fun, Facetime 
sightings, and texting.  Although nothing 
replaces the delight of sharing the 
same space as our important people at 
Christmas, we can be grateful for these 
alternate methods of contact.  We will 
fervently hope Pender power outages 
take a long holiday break!
As always, we can do our part to make 
this year’s Pender Christmas a happier 
time for those less fortunate.  Donations 
to any number of causes will help 
residents who might need a little boost 
at this time of year.
As a difficult 2020 draws to a close, 
we continue to thank the Pender Island 
heroes among us, who take daily risks 
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to make our lives as normal as possible.  
We celebrate the doctors, technicians, 
nurse practitioners, receptionists, and all 
at the Pender Island clinic, and the many 
store employees and management who 
help us day in and day out.  They no 
doubt have self-inflicted bite marks on 
their tongues for every time they have 
had to react politely to self-entitled non-
mask wearers, or to those who think that 
COVID-19 safety rules and distances do 
not apply to them.  Thanks also to the 
teachers, school support staff, and bus 
drivers who allow Pender kids to keep 
learning and enjoying their childhood.  
And to many more unnamed residents 
who, especially through this challenging 
year, make living on Pender safe and 
enjoyable.  
In answer to those who asked and 
guessed, some correctly and some not 
so much, the identities of our heroic 
November cover guys and gal are:
Top row, left to right: Michel 
Pelletier, Dave Williams, and Annette 
Dombrowski
Bottom Row, left to right:  John Barton, 
Ken Pelley, and Peter Campbell
Unfortunately, no readers were able to 
correctly identify all our heroes so no 
contestants were able to qualify to win 
the somewhat rusty 1953 Buick.
Merry Christmas and best wishes to all 
for a much improved 2021.
Mike  Wi ley

PenDer PoSt PaSt

December 1990

Well isn’t that just like 2020? I 
reached into the bag for the 1990 

copy of The Pender Post and found a 
very dried and squashed spider on the 
cover.  Probably been there 30 years.  
Had to laugh at it.
The Santa Ship was arriving on December 
15 - a tradition that still continues 
although in a different format this year 
due to COVID-19 and a closed border 
which prevents the ship sailing from 
Bellingham.  The Pender Island Choral 
Society presented Christmas Around the 
World and joined with some students 
from the school for the concert. Flower 

Growers Group were busy making 
wreaths to decorate the Community 
Centre in preparation for a Victoria 
Symphony concert on December 1.  
The Library Society announced that the 
building was almost ready, with carpets 
and shelving going in, and announced it 
will be finished on time and on budget.  
The Ferry Committee was encouraging 
people to write to the Ferry Commission 
and the Transportation Department after 
the Mayne Queen took over the 7:50 
am run to Swartz Bay and 30 cars were 
left behind on the first run as it filled on 
Galiano and Mayne.  Guess the letters 
did not work.
Next year, Pender Post Past will have 
a different format for this article as we 
celebrate a special anniversary for The 
Pender Post which was established in 
1971.  I will be going back to some of 
the very first issues and will be including 
both the early issues and the 1991 ones 
in my report.  The originals are Gestetner 
sheets that are greatly faded but I will 
persevere and I am looking forward to 
it. Look for the very first report on year 
1971 in April of 2021 as The Pender 
Post turns 50.  Merry Christmas.
Val  Butcher

late SubmiSSion

Pender Island Parks and 
Recreation Commission 
PIPRC

The last PIPRC 
meeting was held 

on November 20, 
2020, via Zoom tech-

nology, and was chaired, initially, by 
CRD assistant director, Paul Brent.
Shortly after the October meeting, 
the chairman, Michael Symons 
unexpectedly resigned. Michael will be 
missed and is thanked for his leadership 
and hard work. A recruiting campaign 
resulted in six strong applications for the 
four vacant positions. Congratulations to 
the new commissioners: Barry Mathias, 
Rob Fawcett, Tim Frick, and Arnie 
Alksne.  The Commission elected the 
following executive: Ben McConchie 
as chair; Tim Frick as vice-chair; Susan 
Parr as treasurer. 
The dog park will remain open until 
May 1, 2021, while the Community 
Resource Centre’s Community Justice 
program mediates a resolution. The 

Parks & Recreation Commission holding its November meeting via Zoom.
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health  & healinG ServiCeS

3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC

MIEKE TRUIJEN

Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week

Evenings &
Home Visits

Doctor’s referral not required

Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics 
Osteoporosis

Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions

Call For an Appointment

Physiotherapy Clinic
RPT

250.629.9910 

www.miekephysio.com

mediation process is currently being established.
A meeting will be held in December to begin preparing 
a Master Plan for PIPRC
Several new trails have been proposed, or were 
started a while ago, and are being re-examined for 
feasibility. Stay tuned; we may soon have new paths 
to hike and explore! 
The trails at Enchanted Forest will soon look 
even more ethereal and “enchanted” thanks to the 
installation of fairy doors and other artworks by 
school children under the guidance of Liis Graham. 
On behalf of the CRD, PIPRC will distribute $57,340, 
to a wide variety of groups (16 last year) on Pender 
Island. The applications have been reviewed and the 
results will be announced shortly. 
Please report any problems with our trails and facilities 
and/or provide your input to how the Commission 
should proceed by contacting a commissioner, sending 
an email to penderparks@crd.bc.ca or attending one of 
our monthly meetings, which are open to the public. The 
next meeting on December 18 will be held by Zoom. 
Hopefully life will get back to normal in the next few 
months and the commission can resume business as 
usual. 
Hans  Tammemagi
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ContraCtorS

Shorehaven 
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter

Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

General Contracting
Project Management

Site Preparation
Renovations

Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work
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ContraCtorS

Quality service available
for all your plumbing

and gas needs

Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations

Journeyman
Licenced
Insured

30 Years Experience

Email
penderplumber@gmail.com

References gladly provided

Construction
Decks, Stairs, & 
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs

References Available
Worksafe Certified

Strong communication and organizational skills

Lance Mueller
778.676.0061

thebigdogservices@gmail.com

BIG DOG
S e r v i c e s

Professional Service...
Professional Results...

Let’s Gutter done!

James Constable
250.629.6222



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0 43 

Be sure to look us up at
islandglasstek.com

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window   
 Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and 
 Frameless Stainless Steel  
 Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies   
 (Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and   
 Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

A DIVISION OF

• Chimney Inspections

• Chimney Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repair

9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

markftts@gmail.com

ContraCtorS

Architectural Millwork
Custom Doors and 

Windows
Stairs and Handrail

Kitchens and Cabinets

Certified Duradek Vinyl Installations
Excell Aluminum Railing Installations

Rot Repair & Deck Reconstruction

Contact us for a free estimate

250-655-0666
gulfislandsdeck@gmail.com

DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
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C. BOYTE
ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS
Providing:
• quality design wiring
• overhead and 

underground service
installations

• over 20 years on the
Gulf Islands.

For estimates and information
on your residential, commercial,

or industrial project, call

Charlie at 250-537-0166

24 Hour Emergency Service

Bonded – Reg. #35042

ContraCtorS

alaneneil@shaw.ca

More than 20 years of electrical service on Pender Island
New Construction • Renovations • Emergency Power Systems • Landscape Lighting

Generator Service and Supply

alan@gentechpwr.com

250-999-7977

Booking for fall service now.

Make sure your generator 
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

-Certified Technician

-Generac Warranty Work

-Maintenance Packages
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ContraCtorS

250.629.6690250.629.6690
piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Residential & Commercial Pick-upResidential & Commercial Pick-up
Organics and Discarded Materials

Medicine Beach Drop-offMedicine Beach Drop-off
7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk

Household discarded materials Household discarded materials (Three bag daily maximum)
(No construction waste, banned materials, or recycling)

Other ServicesOther Services
Bin Service • Demolitions • Chuck n’ Go” • Portable Toilets

Estate Clean-ups • Commercial Recycling
Hauling from Saanich and Victoria

Tree Frog
 Spas

Registered
H2O Spa Dealer, 

and Warranty Repair

Mike Jamieson
  250-222-6453

jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation 

Pender Island

           All New Rental Tools!
   Water grinder and concrete mix for making  
   your own concrete countertops. Come see
   us for ace.
   Also checkout our new Fein Multister
   Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.
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ContraCtorS
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

Driftwood: 250-629-3383  *  Hope Bay: 250-629-3166  *  Sidney: 250-656-5062
Saturna: 250-539-2121  *  Galiano: 250-661-8583 * Campbell River: 250-203-3919

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

*Indicates the last MLS list price

NEW P
 R IC

 E

NEW P
 R IC

 E

MLS# 859755 - $469,000 MLS# 858474 - $795,000

MLS# 856591 - $405,000

Lots   •   Acreages

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

PRO U DLY  S O L D

PRO U DLY  S O L D

MLS# 854928 - *$895,000 

MLS# 852325 • *$109,000 • 0.36 ac. • SOLD
MLS# 851860 • $139,000 • 0.59 ac. • NEW PRICE           
MLS# 834627 • *$325,000 • 3.89 ac. • SOLD 

MLS# 857413 - *$349,000

MLS# 832516 • $134,900 • 0.37 ac. • NEW PRICE
MLS# 845617 • $265,000 • 0.47 ac. • NEW PRICE
MLS# 858880 • *$399,900 • 1.00ac. • SOLD 

Season’s
Greetings
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 AL TRELFORD EMIL CHERVATIN JAIME MacLEAN SAM BOYTE TANJA LONERGAN
 250-629-3383 250-661-8583 604-505-9144 250-704-6226 250-507-2487 

When we here at Dockside Realty think of all the benefits of being in our business, we quickly 

think of the relationships built with you, the members of our community.  Thank you for giving 

us the chance to serve your Real Estate needs.  We look forward to working with you in the 

years to come.  The end of the year brings no greater joy than the opportunity to express to you 

season’s greetings and good wishes. 

May your holidays be filled with warmth and laughter.

May the new year bring you good health, peace, joy, and time with friends and family.

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

 COLIN DENTON GAVIN LONERGAN SANDY MUNDY SHERRIE BOYTE  
 250-629-2210 778-977-2507 250-507-6546 250-217-0338

The summer saw record sales for our island markets, and the months of September and October 
were also very strong - far more so than we would've dared to expect at the beginning of this 
strange year. Our local market is slowly settling down as winter nears. There are still many buyers 
watching for and making offers on listings that match their criteria, but there is less of a frenzied, 
bidding war climate that we were seeing in the summer and early fall. Sellers are having to reduce 
their prices in some instances where their pricing was inclined towards the hotter late-summer 
market, but in general the overall prices in the province are up over this time last year. 

Covid-19 Notes
At the time of this writing, Covid-19 numbers are climbing up in BC and BC Real Estate Agents 
have been asked to suspend open houses for now. Mainland residents have also been advised to avoid 
traveling and to adhere to strict social distancing measures. It is difficult to predict what these and 
other Covid-19 related issues may have on our markets in the near future. We will be watching the 
guidelines issued by our advisory boards in the coming weeks and acting accordingly. In the mean-
time, our agents are able to conduct virtual tours using tools such as Zoom/Facetime/Whatsapp 
for our mainland buyers. 
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All subscriptions will expire after the December 2020 issue
Please complete the reverse side of this tear-out application to ensure continued delivery for 2021,

or visit our website www.penderpost.org and complete the on-line form.

To keep the costs low, we do not send reminders
Our subscription year runs from January through December

• You may pay by cheque, etransfer, or 

• By cheque, make payable to The Pender Post Society and leave it in the Pender Post Box at the Dockside Realty 
office at the Driftwood Centre or mail it to The Pender Post Society, PO Box 4, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0,  
Attn: Dianne Allison, Subscriptions.  

• For etransfer, use subscriptions@penderpost.org 

• For PayPal, go to our website www.penderpost.org and click on Purchase a Pender Post Subscription

PenderPenderPostPostTheThe

Serving Pender Island for 25 yearsServing Pender Island for 25 years

Pender Island Health CentrePender Island Health Centre
5715 Canal Road5715 Canal Road

Monday, Thursday, and Friday Monday, Thursday, and Friday 
11 am - 5 pm11 am - 5 pm



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 052 

Name

PO Box Number/Street Address

City    Country

Postal Code Telephone E-mail

Paying by cheque or etransfer
 Pender Island mailing $30  Canada mailing $36 On-line Subscription $20

Paying by PayPal
 Pender Island mailing $31.50 Canada mailing $37.50 On-line Subscription $21.50 

• For U.S. and Overseas, please contact subscriptions@penderpost.org for delivery options

• If you are paying by cheque for more than one subscription, please provide additional names   
 and addresses on a separate piece of paper.

• You can pay by etransfer to subscriptions@penderpost.org, or PayPal

• If you subscribe after the January issue, please refer to the www.penderpost.org for pricing.

Pender Post Subscriptions 2021

Renewal New Subscription Address/Email Change

(Please return to the addresses on the reverse side)
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