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	 Pender	Island	Fire	Protection	Society
 4423 Bedwell Harbour Road
 Pender Island, BC V0N 2M1
 (250) 629-3321
 admin@penderfire.ca 
 www.penderfire.org

JOB POSTING
Outer Gulf Islands RCMP Victim Services Program

PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Pender	Islands	Fire	Protection	Society	is	seeking	applicants	for	the	Outer	Gulf	Islands	RCMP	Victim	Services	Program	
Program	Coordinator	Job	Shared	Position	(40	Hours	per	Month).

Qualifications
•	 Pass	and	maintain	an	RCMP	Enhanced	Reliability	and	Security	Clearance
•	 Must	be	fully	vaccinated	for	the	COVID	19	virus	unless	there	is	a	medical	or	religious	exemption
•	 Related	post-secondary	education	and/or	combination	of	training,	education	and	experience
•	 Strong	oral	and	written	communication	skills	with	strong	computer	skills
•	 Possess	a	valid	BC	Driver’s	License	with	safe	driving	record	and	access	to	a	reliable	vehicle
•	 Flexibility	(weekends,	evenings	etc.)	required	as	work	varies	as	needed
•	 Ability	to	manage	stress	and	work	in	a	self-directed	manner	with	minimal	supervision

Duties
•	 Ensure	the	goals	and	objectives	of	the	program	are	met
•	 Carry	a	crisis	response	phone	as	part	of	after	hours	on	call	service
•	 Deliver	immediate	crisis	intervention	and	follow	up	services	to	all	victims	and	witnesses	of	crime	and	other	trauma
•	 Maintain	a	sound	working	relationship	with	the	Detachment	NCO	to	ensure	adherence	to	RCMP	protocols.
•	 Ensure	a	sound	working	relationship	with	the	contract	holder	for	the	RCMP	Victim	Services	Program.

Responsibilities
•	 Knowledge	of	program	objectives,	policies,	procedures	and	protocols
•	 Ability	to	provide	support	to	victims	and	witnesses	of	crime	and	other	trauma,	with	knowledge	of	victim’s	rights	

under	the	Victims	of	Crime	Act
•	 Knowledge	of	services	available	through	community	agencies	and	organizations
•	 Knowledge	of	and	maintain	RCMP	protocol	and	procedures	related	to	the	work	performed
•	 Maintain	strict	standards	of	confidentiality,	ethical	and	professional	boundaries
•	 Knowledge	of	police	and	criminal	court	procedures	related	to	the	work	performed
•	 Provide	criminal	justice	information;	assist	with	court	preparation	and	justice	system	related	forms
•	 Excellent	oral	and	written	communication	skills	in	order	to	prepare	reports,	correspondence	and	provide	

presentations
•	 Assess	client	safety	issues;	identify	needs	and	develop	a	safety	plan
•	 Establish	and	maintain	a	sound	working	relationship	with	RCMP,	Crown	Counsel,	Community	Based	Victim	Services,	

Community	Corrections,	and	a	variety	of	other	community	agencies
•	 Work	effectively,	both	as	a	team	and	independently

Application deadline EXTENDED to February 15, 2022     
Position	start	date	to	be	determined

Please	submit	your	resume	and	cover	letter	to:
Victim	Services	Liaison	c/o	Pender	Island	Fire	Protection	Society

 4423 Bedwell Harbour Road
 Pender Island, BC V0N 2M1

admin@penderfire.ca
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Is published once a month as a non-profit 
service to the community. Those who buy 

an annual subscription to The Pender Post and 
are residents here, are automatically members 
of the Pender Post Society. The board meets 
monthly and is comprised of representatives 
from the various non-profit clubs and societies. 
To send a new representative, please contact 
Jan Wallace at secretary@penderpost.org.

Board of Directors
President ........................ Annie Smith, 629-9962
Vice-President ............................Tania Schissler
Secretary .... Jan Wallace, secretary@penderpost.org
Treasurer ........................................ Dianne Allison

Production 
Production Manager & Cover Design 
 Michel Pelletier, 629-2215   
 production@penderpost.org    
 Pender Post Society, PO Box 4,   
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 Island Graphics Ltd., Victoria, BC

Accounting 
Display Advertising Billing   
 RenéeWatson, billing@penderpost.org
Subscription/Membership   
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Submission Information
To submit reports or for information on ad sizes and 
costs, call 629-2215 or production@penderpost.org.  
Please refer to our website www.penderpost.org for 
our Personal Information Protection Policy.
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Cover Photo

This eerie photo of Magic Lake 
comes to us from Eha Onno.  To 

read more about this photo from Mike 
Wiley, please go to www.penderpost.org 
or go to page 37 in this issue.

Pender Post notes

It has been a challenging start to 
the year for The Pender Post.  We 

were so grateful to our advertisers and 
those submitting reports for handling 
the December early deadline, and to 
all those who worked so hard to get 
the January issue finished, printed, 
and delivered to the Post Office by 
December 23..  Unfortunately, the Post 
Office was caught in a perfect storm of 
circumstances, all of which combined to 
make The Pender Post very late in getting 
to your mailbox.  When we realized that 
the delay was extensive, we decided to 
make the January issue available online 
for the public, and we hope that this was 
helpful.  Thankfully, everyone should 
have received their copy by now, and 
if yours didn’t appear, please check 

to make sure your subscription was 
renewed or contact Dianne Allison at 
subscriptions@penderpost.org.
Annie  Smi th 

sPeCial notiCes

Fire Rescue Duty Officer

Please note the non-emergency 
telephone number for the Fire 

Rescue after hours Duty Officer for 
Urgent Matters has changed.  The new 
number is 888-574-1959 and can be 
called 24/7.  The number listed in the 
2022 Lions Club Telephone book is no 
longer valid.  Please amend page 6 in 
the 2022 Lions Club Telephone book 
when you receive it.
All other Fire Rescue telephone numbers 
are good.  Sincerely,
Capta in  Jon  Gre l ik ,   
PIFR Fire  Prevent ion  Team

Santa’s Sac

Here is the final update from Santa 
before his six-month hibernation. 

Thanks to the amazing generosity of 

http://www.penderpost.org
mailto:subscriptions@penderpost.org
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many Penderites and groups, the final 
total of monetary donations received 
was $11,250 and $1500 was donated to 
the Spirit Board at Tru Value Foods. The 
Food Bank kindly donated $3000 from 
the Spirit Board to help us with the cost 
of food hampers, which was so helpful 
considering the increased cost of many 
items. Our expenses for food cards, 
food, gifts, and miscellaneous expenses 
were $11,175 so this will give us a bit 
extra for our start next year.
Tax receipts will be issued by either the 
Pender Island Food Bank Society or the 
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands. 
As mentioned in the January article, 
Santa’s Sac is now under the umbrella 
of the Pender Island Food Bank Society, 
which received its Canadian registered 
charity status a few months ago. We do 
have separate bank accounts so if you 
wish to make a donation for which you 
can now receive a tax receipt, please 
make cheques to PI Food Bank Society 
– Santa’s Sac (no longer the church) or 
include your information on a piece of 
paper with cash (name, address with 
postal code, and phone number).
As always, Santa forgets to thank 
somebody along the way. This year it 
was Pender Chocolates and we thank 
them for the fabulous gift of 40 chocolate 
suckers for the children. Again, this 
program would not be possible without 
the hard work and time given by so 
many on the island.
The Santa’s Sac folder will remain in 
the Community Box all year so feel free 
to fill out a volunteer form or leave a 
donation.  With continuing thanks.
Terry  Shepherd ,  Santa’s  Sac 
Coordinator

From our mla

Building back better starts in 
the legislature

As the BC NDP 
government attempts 

to move into the post-
pandemic world, the scars 

from our global fight against this vicious 
virus have been revealed. 
The pandemic has exposed divisions 
in our society and as I prepare for 
the Spring 2022 session of the BC 
Legislative Assembly, a major focus 
will be the coming budget. 
At the beginning of the pandemic there 
was a multi-partisan effort to provide the 
provincial government with the resources 
it needed to support British Columbians 
through the challenging time. There was 
hope that the government would lead us 
in a collective effort to build back better.  
COVID-19, and the series of severe 
weather events in 2021, has shone a 
light on deepening social inequality and 
decaying infrastructure, and how that 
is hampering the delivery of services 
like public health, transportation, and 
education. 
The impact of unsustainable resource 
extraction methods has led to collapsing 
biodiversity, wildfires, floods, and 
landslides. The impact of not investing 
in public health, and specifically 
primary care, has led to a growing two-
tier health care system where clinics 
with family doctors are charging annual 
membership fees, and corporations 
such as TELUS are offering a premium 
primary health care service for those 
who can afford $4700 a year. 

It surprises me that the expansion of a 
two-tier health care system is happening 
under the watch of the BC NDP. 
We will be debating the budget starting 
in mid-February and there is a lot of 
pressure on Budget 2022 to offer a fiscal 
response to the wide array of social and 
environmental challenges we face. As 
this government is increasingly insular, 
the coming Speech from the Throne and 
Budget are an opportunity for them to 
clearly lay out their goals and show their 
plan.   
This is the opportunity for the BC NDP to 
articulate how they are going to address 
the confluence of crises in housing 
affordability, the thousands of deaths 
resulting from increasing toxicity in 
the illicit drug supply, the infrastructure 
deficit exposed by powerful and extreme 
weather events, an exhausted and fragile 
health care system, and our battered and 
failing ecosystems. 
I hope in 2022 the BC NDP will be open 
to a more collaborative approach. None 
of the challenges we face are best solved 
through political ideology or theory, 
but through courageous, engaging, and 
empowering leadership. 
Building back better is not about 
returning us to where we were pre-
pandemic, but rather how are we going 
to build a society that produces a 
resilient and thriving economy without 
devastating the natural environments 
our survival and well-being depends on 
and does not further worsen the growing 
inequality that is leaving many of our 
friends and family behind. 
I will continue to do my job as a 
member of the opposition critiquing the 
budget, but my hand will always be out 
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Marlene Jeronimus
marlenejeronimus@icloud.com

Give your Pet
 the Salon experience

604-716-3144

PET GROOMING STUDIOS

to the premier to work together, because 
building back better is a responsibility 
that we all share. 
Adam Olsen

in aPPreCiation

At the beginning of December, one of 
my nieces disappeared in Edmonton, 

and the family has been without news 
ever since. I flew to Edmonton for ten 
days, to be with the family, and Denis 
joined me for a few days.
On that occasion, many people and 
groups on the island made donations to 
cover expenses related to the trips. We 
know some of you, and many remain 
anonymous.
We want to thank all of you 
wholeheartedly.  Your compassion and 
generosity touched us very deeply, 
overwhelmed us, and we are very 
grateful. Thank you, and may you be 
rewarded a hundredfold.
It is good to live in such a beautiful 
community.
Marie  Dion

the arts

Pender Island Art Society

In late November PIAS held 
Le Petit Salon Art Show at 

the Community Hall. This 
was our first show since Fall 2019 
and there was much positive energy 
in the undertaking. We had great help 
from our members and several young 
adults for the setup and take down. 
Twenty artists participated and showed 
paintings, art cards, and prints and there 
were 175 attendees. We are holding our 
spring show, A Brush with Spring, at the 
Ptarmigan Gallery May 17 - June 14. 
Part of the PIAS mission is to promote 
our members and their artwork and to 
provide a venue for sales.
A second part of the PIAS mission is to 
provide art sessions and workshops for 
our members. We resumed our monthly 
art sessions at the Anglican Parish 
Hall on January 17 and featured figure 
drawing. This engaging session was led 
by Gillian Turner, a newcomer to Pender 

Island and PIAS. Gillian provided 
drawing exercises with specific skills, 
including:

• we started by thinking and visualizing 
the body in space and geometrically

• “no bones about it,” we drew sticks for 
bones and stones for joints and con-
necting lines, then drew an outline; we 
were capturing the gestures and pose

• we were attentive to perspective, 
location, and proportion of parts of 
the body

Gillian was both instructor and model; 
we drew in short segments of 30 
seconds, 1 minute, 10 minutes, and 
15 minutes. At one point we were so 
engaged in our drawing that there was 
complete silence. Someone commented 
that it was as though we were all writing 
an exam (except that we were both 
attentive and relaxed).  Gillian shared 
that she had a work background in the 
medical imaging field and had many 
years of examining the anatomy of the 
human body, which was obvious in her 
excellent instruction.
We are hosting a two-day workshop on 
January 28 and 29 with David Goatley, 
a renowned artist, as the instructor. 
This workshop will be over before you 
receive the current issue of The Pender 
Post but we will share the experience in 
the March issue.
We continue to plan our regular art 
sessions with the following schedule:
• February 21, TBA, 1-3 pm, Anglican 

Parish Hall
• March 7, TBA, 1-3 pm, Anglican 

Parish Hall
• March 21, Kelly Leroux

These art sessions tend to focus on 
specific skills rather than completed 
works and are intended to be relaxed with 
the opportunity to interact, share, and 
learn from others. Drop-ins are welcome 
with a small fee of $5. Masks, proof of 
vaccination, and social distancing are 
mandatory.  We continue to welcome 
new members. Contact penderart@
hotmail.com for information.
Laura  Vi lness ,  PIAS Treasurer

Pender Island   
Celtic Music Society
Ceilidh Band Reminiscences

This is the third article 
about the Pender Is-

land Celtic Music Society’s 
Ceilidh Band, with reminis-

cences by members. A good pastime for 
these COVID-19 times.
Marie Dion remembers
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to play it, aren’t you?” That was all 
I needed. I soon discovered that this 
instrument, made of cedar wood and elk 
hide, had the ideal timbre for Celtic slow 
aires. And, a happy surprise was that it 
was reawakening my Cree heritage, 
bringing needed balance into my life.”
Jan Wallace remembers

Jan remembers some of the the surprises 
of joining a traditional Celtic music 
group, after playing only classical band 
and orchestral music:
“I took classical piano lessons from age 
5 to 15, and played bassoon and flute in 
my high school band and the Hamilton 
Youth Orchestra. I also played flute with 
the Burlington Teen Tour Band, now the 
subject of a CBC documentary, but a 
modest marching band in my day. Then I 
left performing behind to study musicology 
at university for the next five years.

F a r m  F r e s h  F r e e  R a n g e

E g g s
A p p l e  J u i c e

W a l n u t s
S h e p h e r d ' s  C r o f t  F a r m

2 2 3 4  P o r t  W a s h i n g t o n  R o a d

6 2 9 - 6 6 4 4

BOARDING 
In house boarding, crating available - Daily, weekly, long term 

TRAINING 
Basic obedience, for puppies and adult dogs 

AGILITY 
Private lessons with flexible times 

*Heated indoor play area *Two acres of fenced yard *Leashed wall?s *Fully insured

Contact Valerie Ployez 250-629-0028 or valerie@inthedoghouse.ca 

“My first close encounter with the ceilidh 
band occurred at the Saturna Island 
Burns Night in 2013. A small group 
of band members sat in an alcove near 
the entrance and entertained as people 
arrived and placed their bids on silent 
auction items. That night, Joyce Steeves 
was standing in for Davey Sanders at 
the bass drum. About halfway through 
the program, Joyce said to me, “Would 
you like to try playing this drum? It’s 
easy, just keep the beat”. Since there was 
no focus on me, I felt free to just enjoy 
playing, which I did…so much so that I 
was reluctant to give it up. I was hooked!
I was a back-up player for a while 
and first played for a full program at 
the Legion on St. Patrick’s Day, 2014. 
Eventually, someone suggested I learn 
to play the bodhran, as every ceilidh 
band has one. First I borrowed Marty 
Tilley’s, then went online and learned 
some basics.  Shortly thereafter, I made 
my way to Long and McQuade where I 
purchased my own, identical to Marty’s.
Liam Husk, fiddle player with the 
ceilidh band, gave me helpful pointers 
and encouraged me to do some jamming 
to loosen my tensions and learn to 
improvise. This is when I started to have 
fun…felt less self conscious. Playing 
with the Sunday afternoon jammers 
at Slow Coast gave me even more 
confidence. All the while, the ceilidh 
band was expanding its repertoire to 
include more jigs and reels, written for 
the bodhran, I thought.
A highlight for me was having the 
opportunity to make my own Native 
Drum at a workshop in Victoria. Not sure 
if it would fit in with the band, I brought 
it to a practice as a ‘show and tell’ item. 
Alan Morrish said, “Well, you’re going 

That did it. I didn’t touch an instrument 
for the next 45 years, other than to tune 
the car radio. So joining the ceilidh 
band was not only exciting, but also a 
bit of an awakening. The penny whistle 
came first, not too difficult as it’s similar 
to the flute. Teaching myself to play 
Jim Dunlop’s accordion was a bigger 
challenge, but so much fun.
There were a few surprises in my early 
days in the band. With only 6 or 7 
musicians, you can’t hide if you’re shy, 
especially on the penny whistle. And 
especially when Callum turns up the 
volume on your mic.
Also, there typically aren’t notated scores 
for each instrument, only a simple score 
with the melody and maybe some chords. 
So players can add their own little riffs, 
melodies, and harmonies. This kind of 
improvisation is common in Celtic bands 
(and other types of bands as well.)
“What?  I’m to improvise a new melody 
on the spot? Accompany the singer? 
Make up an intro? Change the key? 
You’re joking!”
I’m just kidding. Seriously, playing 
traditional and modern Celtic music 
with friends is a joy. It got less and 
less painful to do all those new things. 
Learning a new piece together is a 
challenge, but when we nail it, the feeling 
is exhilarating, especially in front of an 
appreciative audience such as the Pipers 
Club in Victoria. The music is beautiful 
and calls out to my Scottish DNA. 
When it all comes together, it feels, as 
the Scots say, ‘pure dead brilliant.’
We’re all grateful to Alan Morrish 
for starting the Ceilidh Band, and for 
continuing to lead us so very capably.”
Jan Wal lace
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Winter HoursWinter Hours
Sunday .....11 am - 4 pm
Monday .............. Closed
Tuesday to Saturday ......  
.................10 am - 4 pm

Special OrderSpecial Order
Home DeliveryHome Delivery

Kids’ CornerKids’ Corner

In the Bookstore...In the Bookstore...

Did you know?Did you know?

Come visit the
“Kids’ Corner”“Kids’ Corner”
Books, Toys,
Puzzles, and

Games

Pender Island   
Community Choir

At the time of writing, it is still 
undecided as to how and when a 

spring session will commence. The PHO 
guidelines are changing daily and the 
board is waiting for information in order 
to be in compliance with all directives 
from the PHO and the Community Hall.
As it stands now, registration for the 
Adult Choir will take place on Monday, 
January 31 beginning at 5 pm. Please 
bring proof of vaccinations (only 
double required) and wear a mask. Fees 
are $60, including a refundable $10 
deposit after music is returned at the end 
of the session. If you paid fees for the 
Spring 2021 session, your registration 
fees will be waived. Sabrina will post 
information and date for the Youth Choir 
registration and contact members by 
email. If your child has not participated 
in the past, please contact her directly 
at sabsmusic@gmail.com. Sabrina will 
post new updates for both choirs on 
Facebook Forum and Market pages.
Directors Stephanie Jackson and 
Sabrina Werbowski are working to put 
together vocal parts for some of the 
music selections and the first practices 
may be through a Zoom meeting, PHO 
guidelines dependent. Due to the late 
start, the Spring concert may be held in 
June or July. 
If rehearsal sessions are allowed indoors, 
proper medical (not cloth) masks 
will be required. Singing masks have 
been purchased and will be available 
to members. Chairs will be distanced 
and doors may be open (weather 
depending), so dress accordingly. More 
information will be emailed to members 
when plans are finalized. If you are not 
on the mailing list and may wish to be a 
member, please contact Graham Garlick 
at grahamgarlick@gmail.com.
Thank you all for your patience - we 
look forward to seeing you and singing 
together soon!
Terry  Shepherd ,    
Communicat ions  L ia ison

Pender Island   
Concert Society

The Pender Island Concert Society 
is pleased to present the Montreal 

Guitar Trio (MG3) to the community 
of Pender Island.  The concert will be 
held at the Community Hall on March 6, 
2022 at 2 pm. See the back cover.
Described by the CBC as the “hottest” 
guitar ensemble in Canada, MG3 has 
quickly established itself as a force to be 
reckoned with, as well as an interactive 
force in various musical forms. For 
over 20 years, the trio’s virtuosity, 
rigour, creativity, and impressive stage 
presence - where humour and interacting 
with the public go hand in hand - have 
been winning over audiences around the 
world. The trio, composed of guitarists 
Sébastien Dufour, Glenn Lévesque, 
and Marc Morin, has given hundreds of 
concerts in some of the most prestigious 
venues across North America, Europe, 
New Zealand, and Australia, including 
the legendary Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam, the Rundetårnet in 
Copenhagen, and the BB King Blues 
Club in New York City.
Winner of the 2011 Opus Award for 
“concert of the year” in the Jazz and 
World Music category, MG3 has 
released six albums, including Der 
Prinz on Analekta label, which earned 
a nomination at ADISQ 2014 for the 
“Instrumental Album” of the year. In 
January 2017, the trio launched its 
seventh album, Danzas, at the Théâtre 
Outremont in Montreal, which pays 
tribute to the great composers of Spanish 
music in the likes of Paco de Lucia and 
Manuel de Falla. This CD was also 
nominated for the album of the year at 
the ADISQ Gala 2017.
Throughout the years, the trio has 
collaborated and shared the stage with 
world-renowned ensembles and artists, 
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such as the Orchestre Symphonique 
de Québec, Jorane, Solorazaf, and 
Don Ross. Their most memorable 
collaboration to date was, without 
a doubt, with the California Guitar 
Trio (CGT), when both ensembles 
joined forces to give an unforgettable 
concert, brilliantly performing some 
of the greatest rock classics from The 
Beatles, Radiohead, David Bowie, a few 
“spaghetti western” themes by Ennio 
Morricone, as well as some of their 
original compositions.
MG3’s  website is www.mg3.ca.  Check 
it out for a taste of what you can expect 
on March 6.
This concert promises to be one 
you won’t want to miss! COVID-19 
protocols will be observed.  Tickets are 
$25 and will be available at Talisman 
Books & Gallery.
Stephen  Cropper

Pender Island   
Quilters’ Circle

Happy Month 
of love and 

friendship to all 
those out there in Quilters’ land. We 
missed our January meeting because 
of some new restrictions and many of 
our quilters did not want to come out 
at that time. Cindy was ready with the 
cutest Valentines project but we will 
just have to try that one for next year. 
As far as February is concerned, no 
decision has yet been made at the time 
of printing from your executive so we 
will be in touch with all our members 
when the time draws nearer and let you 
know what is happening on February 
14. There was talk about another Zoom 
meeting and that might just happen.
So, stay tuned and an email will follow 
as soon as the information is ready for 
the February meeting. We trust you are 
all staying safe and healthy.
Our next meeting in the Anglican Parish 
Hall is planned for March 14.  Laura 
was ready with her delightful muse so sit 
back and enjoy these thoughtful remarks 

by our past president and continuing 
philosopher:
When a quilter creates a quilt for another 
it is an act of caring, kindness, and joy. 
February is the month when we present 
our loved ones with an appreciation of 
their special place in our heart. It may 
be a text, email message, phone call, or 
card and is accompanied with a smile, 
thoughtful words, chocolates, or a gift. 
Whether we are giving something we’ve 
created, such as a quilt, or something 
we’ve purchased or a service we can 
provide, it is a gift of love, extended 
to another. We wish for you the joy of 
giving and receiving in the spirit of 
Valentine’s Day.  Happy Valentine’s Day
Karen  Gagnier

Pender Photo Club
Happy New Year

Resolution for a photographer:   
Stop doubting yourself and your 

photography
Resolution definition: The term 
“Resolution” when used to describe a 
digital camera refers to the size of the 
digital image the camera produces, 
and is usually expressed in terms of 
“megapixels” or how many million 
pixels it can record in a single image. 
Our Zoom meeting of January 3 brought 
seven of us together to enjoy our art of 
photography and joyfully discuss details 
that once again change a photograph 
into a piece of unique art that opens the 
door for new ideas, gives inspiration, 
and awakens the eye to brand new ways 
to enhance our craft.
The theme of “before and after” shots 
seems to resonate with the group. We 
get to experience new ways to create and 
share our work. It is all so fascinating to 
see how a sword fern can become neon 
and pancakes can have a red worm? 
How can an old Chevy grill become 
abstract and unrecognizable? We got to 
enjoy many photos, over 80 to be exact, 
that were presented in shots with many 
different styles. Ships in Vancouver 
with dark stormy clouds, a barge 
“chillin” on the beach, and beautiful 
log piles on the city beach. We then 
got taken to Tofino, to see incredible 
shots of road work, sea anemones, 
and local shots of snow on leaves, 
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eagles, and beautiful lupine flowers all 
transformed in some way to encourage 
our vibrant, inspiring conversation. The 
group rose to the challenge to present 
a lovely evening of various photos that 
demonstrated personal style and taste. 
Some outstanding pictures from Alaska 
showed us a bronze statue that appeared 
almost angelic, bull kelp that created 
much discussion as to which image was 
best, and of course the mermaid on an 
old boat. The evening really allowed for 
positive, constructive dialogue which 
allows us to take our photography to new 
levels. The Pender Photo Club meets on 
the first Monday at 7 pm by Zoom; email 
Urs Boxler at ursboxler@gmail.com, to 
fully fulfill your New Year’s resolution to 
join something new, fun, and educational 
all at the same time. Resolve to create, 
share, and explore all that camera can 
offer you. See you all soon and 2022 
can and will be a year to explore and 
document this lovely thing called life.
“You don’t take a photograph, you make 
it.” ~ Ansel Adams
Lori  Ragan

Ptarmigan Arts

Did you know that in 
addition to the many 

programs we talk about here 
every month, we also run 

charitable programs for seniors, music 
programs in the SGI schools, and 
singalongs with various organizations 
in Victoria? Much of what we do at 
Ptarmigan doesn’t get public attention, 
but you can read about it all on our 
website under “Programs.” We’re lucky 
to work with so many amazing funders 
and facilitators who are passionate about 
the arts and help make these programs 
accessible to those who need them.
Drumming Workshop

We’re very excited to have Jordan 
Hanson of Drum Victoria back on 
the island for another drumming 
workshop on March 5 from 2 - 4 pm at 
the Community Hall! Jordan brings a 
wealth of experience and a truck full of 
drums and percussion instruments to his 
workshops. Both experienced musicians 
and beginners will enjoy the opportunity 
to create rhythms together and be a part 
of an incredible drumming experience. 

All are welcome, and drums will be 
provided. The cost is $40; register on 
the Ptarmigan website.
International Women’s Day 
Songwriter’s Showcase

March 8 is International Women’s Day, 
a day to celebrate the achievements of 
women around the world. With so many 
talented and diverse women musicians 
on the island, we are planning an 
evening featuring local songwriters in a 
songwriter’s circle. Details can be found 
on our website. Tickets are $20 for adults 
and $5 for youth 12 and under. Capacity 
is limited. Masks will be required for all 
attendees, as well as proof of vaccination 
for anyone 12 and older.
Art in the Orchard

After a two-year hiatus, we are looking 
forward to Art in the Orchard happening 
again this year at Corbett House! Mark 
your calendars for July 23 and get ready 
for a wonderful day of local art, music, 
tea and cookies, and kids activities in 
an idyllic orchard setting. Registration 
opens February 1 for artists who are 
interested in having a table at one of the 
island’s favourite summer art shows. 
The cost is $30. Artists can get all the 
information and register on our website.
Weekly Community Gatherings

Every Friday we feature a live set of 
music from a local musician. Join us 
at the Community Hall or tune in to 
the Community Hall’s facebook page 
for a livestream from 12 - 1 pm. This 
month we are featuring Melady Preece 
on February 4, Peach & Quiet (Jonny 
Miller and Heather Read) on February 
11, Dave Scanlan on February 18, and 
TBA on February 25.

The Gallery at Ptarmigan Arts

Art doesn’t have to be serious, and our 
latest show Whimsy certainly reflects 
that! Audrey Stibbe has curated a 
colourful and fanciful show featuring 
many artists who are new to the Gallery 
with paintings, sculptures, textiles and 
more. The show runs until February 
13, when it will be switched over to a 
solo show featuring Margaret Alpen 
and fellow artists. Visit us at Hope Bay 
Tuesday through Sunday from 11 am 
- 3 pm. Artists can get information for 
upcoming shows and open calls on our 
website www.ptarmiganarts.org/gallery.
Lauren  Matys

Community serviCes

CRD Bylaw and   
Animal Care Services

Throughout 
the South-

ern Gulf Is-
lands, dogs often run at large illegally.   
An animal is deemed to be “running at 
large” when on land not owned or oc-
cupied by the owner of the animal and 
can be impounded by an animal control 
officer.  Under the Livestock Protection 
Act, Section 6, a person may kill a dog 
if the person finds the dog (a) running 
at large, and (b) attacking or viciously 
pursuing a person or a domestic animal.
The impound fee is $75 plus $15 per 
day.  An “animal at large” fine is $100.  
Proof of licensing is required, or subject 
to a $100 fine plus the cost of a licence.    
Dogs with tags and a current licence can 
be easily identified and returned to an 
owner. 
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PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals
Open Monday to Friday:  10 am to 4 pm

#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store 250-629-9909

Whether intentional or not, your 
dog could bite, knock over, or injure 
someone or another animal.  A dog 
could be deemed dangerous if it has 
killed or seriously injured a person 
or another domestic animal while in a 
public place or on private property other 
than the property owned or occupied by 
the person responsible for the dog, or if 
an animal control officer has reasonable 
grounds to believe it is likely to kill or 
seriously injure a person.
Your best friend can become nature’s 
enemy if taken off a leash and allowed 
to run free.  Free running dogs leave 
the trails, destroy the homes of ground-
nesting birds, stress small mammals, 
destroy plants, and leave feces that 
disrupt the natural balance of the 
ecosystem.  When dogs are off-leash 
in CRD, provincial, and national parks, 
dog owners may be subject to additional 
fines. 
No dog responds 100% of the time to 
commands.  A leash can help you pull 
your dog to safety when a driver is too 
close.  Traffic accidents can occur when 
drivers or cyclists try to avoid hitting a 
loose dog.
Leashing your dog helps prevent it 
from becoming sick or injured on your 
walks.  Dogs are known to eat many 
harmful things.  Roaming dogs could 
drink contaminated water, tread through 
pesticides, or be exposed to ticks, poison 
oak, or plants that have thorns and burrs.
Unleashed dogs eliminate at will.  This 
will make you very unpopular with 
your neighbours.  Owners that do 
not scoop will incur a fine.  Dogs that 
are not dewormed completely may 
leave parasitic worm eggs that can 

be transmitted from feces to humans, 
causing blindness (particularly with 
small children).  Anyone controlling an 
animal is responsible for the removal 
and sanitary disposal of any excrement 
of the animal.
Benefits of leashing your dog

Leashing is a great way to show your pet 
affection, as the touch of it gives your dog 
definite assurance that it is protected, loved, 
and wanted.  Leashing helps demonstrate 
responsible ownership, promotes good 
canine citizenship and allows others to 
enjoy the public space too.
Call 800-665-7899 or 250-478-0624 
to report a dog at large. For more 
information visit https://www.crd.bc.ca/
service/animals-pets.  
Reminder

Dogs must be licensed for 2022 by the 
end of February.
Donald  Peden

Epicentre
Family Co-operative

The Epicentre is excited to announce 
our Spring Break Camps.  Each camp 

is limited to 15 children and is for all ages.  
The cost will be $225/week or $50/day 
for members. For non members the cost 
will be  $310/week or $65/day. Bonus - 
we give a sibling discount of $10/day for 
those who are members. To register email 
us at penderepi@hotmail.com.
Week 1, Archipelago  
March 21-25, 9 am - 5 pm

Join Karen for a week of discovery. An 
archipelago has been discovered off the 
West Coast of Vancouver Island. It is our 
job to chart the islands, map them, build 

https://www.crd.bc.ca/service/animals-pets
https://www.crd.bc.ca/service/animals-pets
https://www.crd.bc.ca/service/animals-pets
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a shelter and find a way to feed ourselves. 
Each child can create a character to play 
the game. Before they head off to their 
Island, alone or in teams, they will earn 
tools, supplies, animals etc through 
challenges that will help them along the 
way. This will include lots of hands-on 
activities, map making, fire building, 
cooking, character making using D&D 
dice, and so much more.
Week 2, Science Camp 
March 28-April 1, 9 am - 5 pm

Join us for a week of hands-on 
experiments from baking, simple 
machines, chemical “potions,” and lots 
of opportunities for problem solving. We 
will have a few challenges using science 
as our basis. It will be a week full of fun, 
mess, movement and more fun!
New to the Epicentre 
Babysitting Course

This course will be Saturday, February 
19, 9 am - 5 pm for 11-15 year olds. The 
cost is $50 for members and $60 for non 
members. This fee includes a student 
reference manual. The course will be a 
mix of small group discussions, problem 
solving and hands-on scenarios. There 
will be a final test at the end.
Home Alone Course

This course, based on The Canadian 
Safety Council material, is also in the 
works. Stay tuned for dates and time. 
You can let us know if you are interested 
and we will put your child on our 
waiting list.
Evening Programs

In February, Karen Parker will be 
hosting the following evening programs. 
Please note that Kids’ Night may already 
be full. We had to cancel in January 

so those who have already registered 
take priority. If space opens up we will 
let everyone know. These evenings 
continue to be free for members and 
only $5 for non members.
Kids’ Night

Kids’ Night is for kids 10 years and 
younger; older siblings are welcome on 
Friday, February 4, 6 - 8 pm
Youth Night

Youth Night is for Grades 4-8 on Friday, 
February 11 from 7 - 9 pm
Teen Night

Teen Night is for Grades 9 and up from 
7 - 9 pm on Friday,  February 18
Important Notice

The Epicentre is having a private Family 
Booking on Saturday,  January 29 from 
1-5 pm and will be unavailable.
After School Programs

And lastly, we are currently running the 
following after school programs:
Kids’ Club

Kids’ Club is on Mondays 3:45 - 5:15 
pm until March 14
Theatre Club

Theatre club is on Tuesdays 3:45 - 5:15 
pm until March 15
Sewing Club 

Sewing club is on Wednesdays 3:45 - 
5:15 pm until March 16.  Unfortunately, 
there is no more room left in Sewing, 
but we do have room for a couple more 
in Kids’ Club and Theater.
Membership

Remember that the end of January is 
quickly approaching so if anyone is 

contemplating renewing their annual 
membership drop us a request via email. 
The cost is $125 and comes with many 
perks such as program discounts and 
facility bookings for events like birthday 
parties.
Thank you to everyone who donated 
to the Epicentre last month during our 
fundraiser. A special shout out to Leslie 
McBain, Charmaine Harris at Coastal 
Life Realty, and Green Angels for their 
support. We are a family cooperative 
offering after school programs, 
educational opportunities, and day 
camps. You really cannot underestimate 
how anything you donate, both small 
and large, can positively affect our 
island kids. For information on ways 
to contribute please contact us at 
penderepi@hotmail.com.
Wishing everyone well!
Kate  Biddel l ,     
Program Coordinator

Islands Trust 
South Pender    
Local Trust Committee

The next meeting of 
the South Pender 

Island LTC will be 
held electronically 

due to concerns about Omicron. The 
date is February 4,  beginning at 11 am. 
Agenda and other information is posted 
on the Islands Trust website, South 
Pender page, www.islandstrust.bc.ca.
The forthcoming Islands Trust budget 
is garnering some attention, both 
legitimate and ill informed. Rather than 
use this issue as an open opportunity to 
discredit or vent frustration and anger 
against the organization, we should be 

http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/
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using the time to identify the areas that 
need closer attention.
One of the criticisms is about the timing 
of the public consultation for the budget. 
The fiscal year ends March 31 so 
developing the following year’s budget 
can not reliably take place until late in 
the current fiscal year. That allows staff 
to determine what unspent funds are 
still available and what will be required 
for next year’s operations and projects. I 
also think the criticism of the Trust for 
not being transparent is weak. In my 
experience I have found the Trust making 
every effort to be open to the public in all 
of its affairs. But that does not mean there 
are not some shortcomings.
What is being missed when people 
criticize Trust staff over this draft budget 
is that it is the trustees, the people they 
elect, who have the most influence on 
the budget. It is the Council’s direction, 
requests, and agenda that staff must 
follow, even against their own advice. 
There are certainly organizational 
matters that staff bring forward, but even 
those require Council’s approval. If you 
want to reduce services and workloads, 
cut unnecessary programs or projects, 

have the Trust refrain from becoming 
involved in matters outside their 
jurisdiction, or even reduce staff levels, 
that is your trustees’ responsibility. The 
community needs to recognize their part 
in this budget if they were not aware 
of what their trustees were promoting 
in Council, and inform them of their 
thoughts and opinions.
Where I think the Trust, and all other 
government agencies, invite criticism is 
the way they structure public engagement. 
It is incumbent upon any organization 
requesting public input to provide full 
disclosure of all pertinent information, 
and pose questions in a simple, 
straightforward manner that avoids 
broad interpretation so the public can 
understand the issue easily and correctly, 
consider options, and make an informed 
decision. The public’s responsibility is 
to educate themselves about the issue 
in its entirety, and apply some critical 
thinking before making their decision. 
Snap, uninformed opinions are not useful 
in any public dialogue but, unfortunately, 
are the most common. Once public input 
has been obtained, it is crucial for the 
organization to accept the responses 

provided. In other words, if you don’t 
want the answer, don’t ask the question, 
and then pretend this is consultation.
The current draft budget is owned 
by your trustees. A majority have 
supported the current draft. If you are 
not happy with their decision, talk to 
them, preferably in a respectful manner. 
Ranting at staff, the administration, 
or hounding Provincial government 
members, will not have as much impact.
Steve  Wright ,  629-6632  
s twr ight@is lands trus t .bc .ca

Moving Around Pender
MAP

Southern Gulf Islands 
Transportation Integration

Moving Around Pender has 
long advocated for more 

support from CRD for the 
transportation challenges on 

the Southern Gulf Islands.  We support 
Public Transportation and the increased 
use of non-mechanized means of getting 
around including biking and walking.
Our advocacy, and that of similar groups 
on the other SGIs, has paid off since the 
CRD has initiated a project to develop 
a Southern Gulf Islands Transportation 
Integration Plan (SGI TIP). The Plan will 
create a blueprint to move from ideas to 
action for new transportation opportunities 
on and between the largest Southern Gulf 
Islands: Galiano, Mayne, Saturna, and 
North and South Pender Islands.
The CRD is working directly with 
community groups such as MAP to 
build on past studies and experience to 
develop a new service that advances 
community goals of sustainability, 
livability, and mobility.
• There is excellent information about 

the project at https://getinvolved.crd.
bc.ca/sgi-transportation

• You can have your say by complet-
ing a survey at https://getinvolved.
crd.bc.ca/sgi-transportation/survey_
tools/community-survey2

• The CRD has proposed a series of 
options (A-D) which can be viewed 
online at  https://getinvolved.crd.
bc.ca/24681/widgets/111805/docu-
ments/72727

mailto:stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/sgi-transportation
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/sgi-transportation
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/sgi-transportation/survey_tools/community-survey2
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/sgi-transportation/survey_tools/community-survey2
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/sgi-transportation/survey_tools/community-survey2
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/24681/widgets/111805/documents/72727
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/24681/widgets/111805/documents/72727
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/24681/widgets/111805/documents/72727
https://getinvolved.crd.bc.ca/24681/widgets/111805/documents/72727
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Interestingly all options include 
maintenance of local governance and 
control of local transportation plans 
with increasing levels of monetary and 
staff support from the CRD.  The idea is 
that one of these options will be subject 
to a referendum at the time of our next 
general election in October of 2022.
The CRD is doing a great job of seeking 
community input and MAP encourages 
you to get online and express your 
views.  You can also speak to a real 
person about it!  Melody Pender is the 
real live CRD person on Pender Island 
to talk to about this issue. Melody is at 
mpender@crd.bc.ca.
Garth Anderson Memorial Bench

Members of MAP as well as the Green 
Angels Woodchoppers (and others) 
recently installed the Garth Anderson 
Memorial Bench along the Valley Home 
Farm trail (pictured).  Crafted by Colin 
Hamilton and funded by Garth’s many 
friends, the bench bears the inscription 
“Cycling to the sunset in a Parallel 
Universe” which reflects two of Garth’s 
passions, cycling and physics. Many 
thanks to Jean Moore who organized the 
memorial and to the Wein Family for 
allowing it to be situated on their trail.
Peter  Paré

Pender Island   
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care &  
Family Resource Centre
A person’s a person, no matter how 
small. ~ Dr. Seuss
Infant Toy Lending Program

As our Parents 
and Babes 
program is 

currently postponed, we would like to 
invite young families to drop by every 
Monday between 9 - 11 am and borrow 
one of our new infant toys. Toys help 
support children’s fine motor skills and 
foster independence, spatial awareness, 
and build confidence. We have a 
wonderful selection of infant puzzles, 
shape sorting cubes, wooden rock 
blocks, bead maze, rainbow stacks, car 
slides, and much, much more.
Resource Kits

Please help yourself to our free parent 
self-care and children resource kits 
available at Dragonfly’s front door 
each Monday morning. Thanks to the 
Victoria Foundation for their generous 
contribution to support this project.
Book Bags and Felt Stories

We have parent resource books and 
many baby board and picture books 
for young children available in our 
library that we are happy to lend out. 
We also have a selection of felt stories 
and felt-boards on hand that brings a 
visual component to help keep children 
interested and engaged and often extend 

their learning and play. Please email 
Sarah to arrange a time to pick up or visit 
Dragonfly on Monday mornings from 9 
- 11 am. Thanks to the Times Colonist 
Literacy Society and Talisman Books & 
Gallery for their generous contributions 
to support our library.
Frozen Soup

Monday morning is a great time to visit 
Dragonfly and pick up a bag of frozen 
soup along with your resource kits 
and book bags. We are grateful for the 
support of the Pender Island Healthy 
Society for supporting our families with 
many varieties of frozen soup. There is 
a wide selection which includes vegan, 
vegetarian and gluten free.
Dragonfly’s Fenced Yard

Families are welcome to visit Dragonfly’s 
fenced yard Saturday-Mondays when 
our child care centre is not in session. 
We ask that you please clean up after 
yourself, and close gates and playhouse 
doors. If you are currently not a member 
of Pender Island Child Care Society 
please consider an annual fee of $20 to 
become one.

Garth Anderson Memorial  Bench on the  Val ley  Home Farm tra i l
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Healthy Opportunities for 
Preschoolers (HOP)

HOP is every Wednesday outside in the 
school rink from 9 - 10:15 am. Come on 
out and join our trained facilitator as she 
sets up wavy balance beams, stepping 
stones, baseball, hockey, balance bikes, 
toddler scooters, and plasma cars. HOP 
is designed for parents/grandparents/
caregivers to engage in physical 
activities and develop gross motor skills 
with their children 1-5 years. Come 
dressed for the weather as we will be 
setting up rain or shine. Thanks to the 
Pender Island School and the CRD, this 
program is free.
Spirit Dollars

Please consider giving your 1% on Tru 
Value’s Spirit Board to Dragonfly #15. 
This donation helps support our Pender 
Island children and families.
If you would like further information 
on Dragonfly activities, you can 
contact Sarah at 629-3039 or by email 
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com. The 
website is www.dragonflycentre.ca.
Sarah Conley

Pender Island   
Community Service Society

Nu-To-Yu (NTY)

“It’s the physics of acceleration I mind, 
the way time speeds up.” Linda Pastan 

The Nu-To-Yu 
has reassessed 

its COVID safety 
plan and small 

changes have been made to help mini-
mize the spread of COVID-19.  Cus-
tomers will now be asked to show their 
Vaccine Passport (electronic or paper, 
name attached), to staff prior to entering 
the store. Those aged five and older will 
need to have completed their primary 
series (first two vaccinations); a per-
sonal history of a COVID-19 infection 
will unfortunately not suffice. There will 
be six customers allowed at a time into 
the upstairs area and please keep your 
shopping time to 15 minutes when there 
is a line up outside the store. The need 
to wear facial masks, to sign in, and to 
use hand sanitizer are all still in effect. 
Thank you.
NTY is a community run thrift store. 
Gently used donations are gratefully 

accepted on donation days: Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings 9 am - 12 pm. 
Households are limited to two boxes 
or bags (half filled green garbage bags) 
per day. Please pack like items together 
whenever possible as it makes for happy 
volunteers. The NTY needs to minimize 
waste and as a result we will have a quick 
look through your donation(s) prior to 
accepting them. This is not personal: 
garbage disposal costs us $0.34/pound, 
not 6 cents that I incorrectly quoted in 
January. A list of items we cannot accept 
may be found at www.nu-to-yu.com. 
Pillows and cushions were recently 
added to this list of non acceptable due 
to changes in public health regulations.  
Safety is always a concern. All glass 
items should be in boxes, not bags, as 
broken glass is more easily seen and 
removed. Donations of oil lamps (and 
like items), are appreciated but when 
placed in bags the oil risks spilling and 
spoiling the clothes that have also been 
kindly donated. Please separate these 
items into a box or hand them directly 
to a volunteer. The Government Liquor 
Store often has free boxes as does 
Talisman Books & Gallery.
We will not be accepting winter 
outerwear (coats, boots) after January 
31. Do you have Christmas donations? 
The NTY starts accepting Christmas 
items again in October 2022.
Questions about donations can be phoned 
to 629-2070 during the above hours. 
Ask for Pam or Anne. Selling days are 
Fridays and the first Saturday of every 
month from 10 am - 4 pm. If the weather 
outside is unduly inclement, the roads 
slippery and the wind is howling, phone 
ahead before venturing out. No one 
will answer if we are closed!  January’s 
snowy weather did result in the NTY’s 
being closed on January 7 and 8. We 
apologize for the inconvenience. On the 
bright side it did result in a double shop 
of fun for customers on January 14 as 
more items were available at the store.
If you are new to the NTY, the prices of 
untagged items can be found on small 
posters around the store as well as at the 
cash registers, or simply ask a volunteer. 
There have been no price increases on 
untagged items for 2022.  As many 
items are less than a toonie if not a 
loonie, please bring small denomination 

http://www.dragonflycentre.ca/
http://www.nu-to-yu.com/
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Monday - Friday 10am-6am 
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm

 

February Vitamin SALE !
Multivitamins and supplements
 
In the heart of the cold season, 
many of us like to boost our diet 
with vitamins and supplements.  A 
multivitamin can be an excellent 
addition. Make sure you choose one 
that has both vitamins and minerals 
to maximize benefits from these 
supplements.  If you are on blood 
thinners, be aware that some brands 
may contain Vitamin K, which is not 
recommended as it may interfere 
with your medication.

Canadian recommendations for 
vitamin D, during winter, are 
between 1000-2000 units per day.  
The needs are less during summer as 
our skin, when exposed to sunlight, 
can transform inactive vitamin D 
into the active form (D3).  If you 
have kidney failure or if you are 
vegan/vegetarian, make sure you ask 
your pharmacist which formulation 
of vitamin D would be best for you.

Vitamin C can be a good idea, as 
some studies suggest it helps the 
immune system. Eating more citrus 
is also a healthy way to get your daily 
dose of vitamin C.  High doses of 
vitamin C are not proven safe, so we 
do not recommend taking over 500-
1000mg daily.

There are plenty of options for 
vitamins--ask your pharmacist for 
information or recommendations. 

Remember that a healthy diet and 
exercise is the best way to keep you 
healthy for life.

p

bills with you when you shop. Cheques 
are only taken from full time on-island 
residents. We are currently not doing 
e-transfer for payments. It helps if 
customers bring their own bags. A 
gentle reminder that volunteers are not 
allowed to adjust prices nor hold items 
over for another week or for later in the 
same day.
We will be offering a Valentine’s Day 
Toonie Draw for your special someone 
during the first two Fridays in February. 
The draw for the basket will take place 
after the store closes on February 11. 
Needless to say the basket will be a sweet 
deal. The first Saturday in February will 
see a pop up 50% off sale of numerous 
items.  Thank you for shopping at Nu-
To-Yu.
Daurel  Minion

Pender Islands   
Conservancy

You will recall that in 
the spring of 2021 

the Conservancy, in 
partnership with Raincoast 

Conservation Foundation, was 
successful in purchasing and protecting 
a 13-acre parcel of land known as 
S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest. As many 
will have heard, we announced our 
latest, and even more ambitious, land 
acquisition and protection campaign 
in December 2021. Once again in 
partnership with Raincoast Conservation 
Foundation, the Pender Conservancy 
is raising $2.19 million to purchase 
KELÁ_EKE Kingfisher Forest, a 45-
acre property on North Pender Island 
that spans marine shoreline, Coastal 
Douglas-fir forests, and riparian 
ecosystems along the shores of Gardom 
Pond. The land supports incredible 
biodiversity, including over 100 bird 
species, and provides critical carbon 
storage and groundwater protection 
services. We launched this campaign 
with a community challenge: several 
local donors challenged the community 
to raise $75,000 and they would match 
that amount. Within three weeks, we 
had reached that goal, putting the 
campaign $150,000 closer to our final 
campaign goal! Thank you to the many 
community members who helped us 
reach this first fundraising checkpoint; 

the campaign will be continuing through 
2022, so if you wish to help us protect 
this ecologically important land, please 
consider donating to the campaign. You 
can do so through our website www.
penderconservancy.org, e-transfer to 
t re a s u re r @ p e n d e rc o n s e r v a n c y.
org by cheque mailed to the Pender 
Conservancy, PO Box 52, Pender 
Island BC, V0N2M0, or in person at 
the Conservancy Nature Centre at Hope 
Bay.
S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest 
invasive species removal

All are invited for our third invasive 
species removal event at S,DÁYES 
Flycatcher Forest on Sunday, February 
6 from 11 am - 2 pm. The November and 
December events were well attended, 
and we removed mountains of Daphne 
(and some broom); we cancelled the 
January event due to the increase in 
COVID-19 cases in our region, but we 
will continue with these activities in 
February. In addition to invasive species 
removal, we will also be planting native 
shrubs and trees to help stabilize soils 
and boost natural regeneration. We will 
provide loppers and other tools, but if 
you are able to bring any equipment 
along, please do so. Meet at 3600 Sailor 
Road at any time between 11 am - 2 pm. 
Refreshments will be provided to keep 
you fueled and warm!
February Nature Walk

In an effort to introduce the Pender 
community to the property we are 
working to purchase for permanent 
protection, we wish to invite you on a 
walk of KELÁ_EKE Kingfisher Forest 
on Saturday, February 19. We stress 
that this is private property, but with 
the seller’s permission we can guide 
community members on the property as 
part of our fundraising campaign. Meet 
at the end of Harbour Hill Drive at 9:30 
am, where we will explore the trails and 
diverse ecosystems on the property.
While it is the Western red cedar and 
Douglas-fir trees that garner most 
people’s attention, the site also contains 
a wide variety of small, mostly ground-
hugging plants that people are less likely 
to notice. This group of plants belong 
to the family of non-vascular plants 
called bryophytes that includes mosses 

http://www.penderconservancy.org/
http://www.penderconservancy.org/
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and liverworts. Unlike vascular plants, 
bryophytes don’t have true roots, stems, 
or leaves. Instead of roots they have 
rhizoids (root hairs) which perform the 
function of roots, anchoring them to the 
growing surface. During the walk we will 
attempt to identify some of the roughly 
100 species of moss that are found on 
Pender. Therein lies the problem with 
trying to identify the various species of 
moss: there are just too many of them 
and without close study they look very 
similar. Individual species identification 
is made easier by using a process of 
elimination, beginning with observing 
where the moss is growing, as each 
species of moss has certain habitats 
where it typically grows. Some moss is 
found on forest floor duff or rotten logs, 
whereas others grow on the branches of 
live trees and others primarily on rocks. 
So, observing where the moss is growing 
is a start. Observing the moss closely 
you will notice that there are small 
hair-like filaments with a pod located 
on the upper end; these structures are 
called sporophytes.  The position of the 
sporophytes on the leaf is a further aid in 
the process of elimination. 

Trying to identify moss types can be a lot 
of fun and there are several good guides 
to west coast plants that can help. One 
of the best is Plants of Coastal British 
Columbia by Pojar and MacKinnon 
which is available at most bookstores. 
The book contains over 30 pages of 
photos and descriptions of many of the 
mosses found on Pender. In addition, 
we have prepared an identification table 
of the more common mosses found on 
Pender and copies will be available 
at the walk. This table categorizes 
mosses by sporophyte type and the 
location where they commonly grow. 
Also included are page references for 
the Pojar and MacKinnon field guide.  
Anyone interested in getting an e-copy 
of the table can contact Bob Vergette by 
email at bvergette@shaw.ca.
Nature Seminar Series

Unfortunately, with the increase in 
COVID-19 cases in our region and 
the new variant of concern, and in 
consultation with some of the speakers 
we had planned to host at the beginning 
of 2022, we have decided to postpone 
all indoor seminar events until the 
spring. Please stay tuned for updates to 
these events.
Conservancy Nature Centre

Morgan Warren has donated a print of 
her beautiful piece, christened “Pender 
Afternoon” in honour of our KELÁ_
EKE Kingfisher Forest land acquisition 
campaign. All proceeds from the sale 
of this piece will be put toward the 
campaign; it is on display at the Nature 
Centre now. So come down to Hope Bay 
and say hi, check out our sustainable 
and local products, and learn about 
conservation issues and how you can 

help protect the terrestrial and marine 
ecosystems that we are so lucky to live 
and work in. And don’t forget to renew 
your membership for 2022! Annual 
memberships are $20 for individuals 
or families - your support helps keep 
our community ecological research, 
monitoring, and education programs 
running!
Dr.  Er in  O’Br ien

Pender Island   
Farmers’ Institute

Water licensing is a priority for this 
month - applications must all be 

submitted by March 1.  The following 
is from a provincial government email, 
and we want to be sure everyone knows 
about this:
Licensing your groundwater use is 
not the same as registering your well. 
If you have registered your well, you 
still need to license your groundwater 
for non-domestic use under the Water 
Sustainability Act (WSA).  
If you were using groundwater on or 
before February 29, 2016, for non-
domestic purposes such as irrigation 
and livestock watering, you are legally 
required to apply for a water licence by 
March 1, 2022. Apply now to secure 
your historical water rights for your 
farm. 
If you do not apply by the deadline, 
you must stop using the groundwater 
or you will be considered an illegal 
user after March 1, 2022. You will then 
need to apply for a licence as a “new 
groundwater user” and you will be at 
the back of the line. A new application 
may require an expensive assessment of 
the well indicating the impacts on the 
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aquifer and the application may not be 
granted if there is not enough water.  
The Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Fisheries is offering free in-
person workshops to help agricultural 
producers with online applications 
for existing groundwater use licences. 
If you have been using groundwater 
for non-domestic purposes, such as 
irrigation, commercial (including 
livestock watering) or industrial use, 
before March 1, 2016, you have only a 
few weeks remaining to apply before the 
deadline of March 1, 2022. Secure your 
historical water rights and apply before 
the deadline.  The Farmers’ Institute is 
arranging for a Ministry of Agriculture 
government water resource specialist 
to help farmers with their water license 
applications one-on-one if they are 
having problems doing it themselves.  A 
date hasn’t been determined yet; please 
contact Barb at penderislandmarket@
gmail.com if you would like to attend.
To get you started:

You will be able to complete your 
licence application at the workshop if 
you bring the following items: 
• Bring your laptop 
• Get a Basic BCeID number before 

the workshop, https://www.bceid.ca/
register/  

• Bring your BC property assessment 
notice (that has the PID and legal 
description of your ranch) 

• Scan or take a photo of your well 
construction report and save it onto 
your laptop. You may also be able 
to download it from this link https://
apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/gwells/ 

• Scan or take a photo of an owners’ 
agreement letter (if there is more than 
one owner registered on title)  

Barbara  Johns tone

Pender Island Fire Rescue

As of writing this 
post, our dedicated 

professional members have 
responded to 14 emergency 

calls and we finished 2021 with 311 
total.
The past few weeks have seen some 
challenging weather for us on Pender 
Island between frigid cold temperatures, 
heavy snow accumulation, and heavy 
rain.  I just wanted to remind people 
that sometimes it’s best to stay home 
if possible.    These past storms were 
no exception!  I want to send out huge 
thanks to the crews at Emcon who did 
a fantastic job of keeping the roads 
cleared and salted and the BC Hydro 
crews that worked through the storms to 
get the power restored for us.
With this unpredictable weather, it 
makes me want to remind everyone that 
being prepared for emergencies really 
is important.  Whether it’s an extended 
power outage, being cut off because 
of storm damage, or your pipes being 
frozen and not having access to water, 
having a plan and supplies for these 
sorts of events can really make a huge 
difference.  Keeping drinking water and 
non-perishable foods on hand is always 
recommended.  A secondary source of 
heat for your home will make you much 
more comfortable and remember to 
never use a BBQ or gas burner inside 
your house, as deadly carbon monoxide 
is invisible and odorless.

We have received many questions 
about the DIP on Canal Road.  This 
section of road now poses a problem for 
emergency services when responding 
to incidents south of the slide area.  If 
you are waiting at the stop light and 
an emergency vehicle approaches 
with its lights going please allow it to 
pass through on the next green light in 
order to not delay emergency response 
further.  Also rest assured that PIFR 
has emergency plans in place if there 
is a catastrophic failure of the roadway.  
Fire Hall 3 and its members are ready 
to respond to any emergency that may 
happen on South Pender, as well as with 
staffing support from Halls 1 and 2.
Please remember,  working smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors save lives.  
Test them monthly and replace the 
batteries every year.  Detectors have 
a 10 year life span so take a look: are 
yours due to be replaced?
Duty Officer

Please note the non-emergency telephone 
number for the Fire Rescue after hours 
Duty Officer for Urgent Matters has 
changed.  The new number is 888-574-
1959 and can be called 24/7.  The number 
listed in the 2022 Lions Club Telephone 
book is no longer valid.  Please amend 
page 6 in the 2022 Lions Club Telephone 
book when you receive it.
All other Fire Rescue telephone numbers 
are good.  Sincerely,
Capta in  Jon  Gre l ik ,   
PIFR Fire  Prevent ion  Team

https://www.bceid.ca/register/
https://www.bceid.ca/register/
https://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/gwells/
https://apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca/gwells/
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Pender Island   
Food Bank Society

Hello everyone, from the volunteers 
at the Pender Island Food Bank.  

The Food Bank is located up the little 
hill, at the back of the Anglican Parish 
Hall.  We continue to be open to serve 
our clients each week on Fridays from 
10 am - 12 pm.  COVID-19 practices 
remain in place; they include one client 
at a time in the Food Bank, plexi-glass 
divider, face mask wearing, and use 
of hand sanitizer.  A face mask will be 
provided to you in the event you have 
forgotten to bring yours.
We were advised in late fall, 2021 that 
Canada Revenue Agency had finalized 
requirements from their end; as such 
the Pender Island Food Bank is now 
officially registered as a Society under 
both Provincial and Federal regulations.  
We are learning how to move forward 
in that regard by paying attention to 
the annual requirements of a Society.  
Our Executive is as follows: Barb 
MacPherson, President; Terry Shepherd, 
Vice President; Herb Katz, Treasurer; 
Chris Gillis, Secretary; and Shirley 
Arthur, Member at Large.
Chris Gillis allowed herself to be 
recruited as our Secretary, and we gave 
Chris a warm welcome.  We hope you 
will enjoy your time with us at the Food 
Bank, Chris, and we thank you for the 
invaluable service you will provide as 
Secretary.
By the time you are reading this in the 
February 2022 issue of The Pender 
Post, the Executive will already have 
had their first meeting, and the Annual 
General Meeting will also have been 
held; more on that next month.

Due to the overwhelming response from 
you, our local community, we have 
reached a limit on the Tru Value Foods 
Spirit Board; as a result we have been 
requested, and have happily obliged 
the request, to have our name taken 
down from the Spirit Board for the 
time being (please see January 2022 
issue of The Pender Post article for 
further information).  The Food Bank 
blue bin will continue to reside under 
the row of windows at Tru Value for 
donations of non perishable items.  We 
also continue to look forward to direct 
drop off donations at the Food Bank i.e. 
gardeners sharing in their bounty, etc.; 
should you wish to make a monetary 
donation to the Food Bank, you will 
be provided with a tax receipt for any 
donation over $25. 
We wish to once again convey our 
gratitude for the caring and compassion 
shown by our local community; every 
dollar of your donations goes towards 
supplementing weekly groceries for 
those who benefit from a temporary 
hand up, as well as those who require 
long term Food Bank assistance.  Our 
continued gratitude to Mike at Tru Value 
Foods, along with his crew, cannot be 
overstated; it is due to the Tru Value 
Spirit Board that we are in the fortunate 
situation of not having to worry on 
a week-to-week basis about having 
sufficient food and goods to distribute 
amongst our clients. We shop at Tru 
Value Foods week after week and have 
done so for years, knowing we will be 
able to find what we need to serve our 
clients and knowing we will be served 
by friendly, efficient staff with a sense of 
humour as we go through checkout with 
dozens of eggs, litres and litres of milk, 

etc.  Thank you Mike and crew.
To all, please stay safe, healthy, and 
happy this February.
Teresa  Young

Pender Island   
Health Care Society
PIHCS

Season of giving extends into 
New Year

The Society has 
always been 

humbled by community 
support for the Health 

Centre. Donations averaging $30,000/
year covered deficits for 40 years. 
(2020 saw donations jump to an 
unusual $130,000.) Then came your 
overwhelming support for the November 
referendum to operate the facility into 
the future via the tax roll.
One of the questions the Society often 
had during the run-up to the referendum 
went like this: “If the Health Centre is 
funded from property taxes, won’t the 
need for donations stop?”
The answer is the same now as it was 
last fall: the need continues: “We value 
donors and look forward to stewarding 
your direct investment in the Health 
Centre in meaningful ways.”
Instead of donations funding day-to-
day operations like keeping the lights 
on, we’ll be able to direct community 
support to help offset the million-dollar 
costs of known repairs, replacements, 
and building code upgrades. Recall 
that the Society sought tax roll funding 
because of this huge challenge. Without 
the tax levy, the Society would have 
needed an unsustainable $200,000/year 
in donations for the coming five years.
But the giving season didn’t end in 
2020! As of year-end 2021, donations 
totalled over $210,000, which can now 
be exclusively dedicated to repair and 
renewal instead of operating costs. This 
amount includes a single donation of 
$100,000, earmarked to cover the cost of 
the septic field repair and replacement. 
As well, a family came forward with 
$30,000 for planned capital projects 
for 2022. This is wonderfully welcome 
news!
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Some donations can also be designated 
for special things that are important to 
your care, such as upgraded medical 
equipment. In January, for example, the 
Lions Club shared news of a  $5,924.88 
donation for the purchase of a blanket 
warmer for the clinic. Blanket warmers 
help reduce anxiety and shivering in 
patients, maintain body temperature, 
increase response to medication, and 
reduce hypothermic events. The Lions 
Club has been one of our most steadfast 
contributors right from the earliest days 
40 years ago. Thank you once again, 
Lions, for your continued support!
In late December, chainsaws got to work 
removing various trees from around the 
Health Centre to improve safety and 

access. In a typical Pender win-win, 
the Green Angels bucked and split the 
wood into cordwood. Over the years, 
this dedicated team has been a boon to 
islanders who appreciate that the money 
they pay for firewood goes to benefit 
various community groups, including 
the Health Centre. Thank you, Green 
Angels!
Property assessments and tax 
roll funding

As most will be aware, property 
assessments on the Gulf Islands and 
most of BC have increased substantially. 
We want to reiterate that this situation 
doesn’t automatically result in increased 
tax funding for the Health Centre. We 
know there are concerns about this 

In  a  win-win ,  the  Heal th  Centre  recent ly  had  t rees  removed ,  which 
were  then  processed  by  the  Green  Angels  for  the  bene f i t  o f  the  com-
muni ty.  ( l - r )  Green  Angels  Gary,  Laura ,  Ken ,  Mike ,  Dave ,  Ken . 
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issue, but here’s how it works.
The Society’s tax levy request for 
$209,000 for 2022-23 was submitted 
to the CRD in December. The CRD 
will then add $20-25,000 for its 
administrative costs, including one-time 
referendum costs from 2021.
Once reviewed, the CRD files this 
number with the Surveyor of Taxes at the 
BC Ministry of Finance for collection. 
(Note: Regional districts do not have 
taxing authority.) The Surveyor of Taxes 
determines the “Actual Tax Rate” based 
on the actual tax requisition requirement 
from the CRD. The amount of tax 
collected is thus exactly equal to the tax 
levy requested and not a penny more!
A warm welcome to Dr. Emma 
Marler B.Sc., DMD

As the Society wishes Dr. Gary Sacher 
all the best in his move to Victoria, we 
welcome Dr. Emma Marler as the new 
owner of Pender Island Dental where 
she has been an Associate dentist for the 
past year.
Long-time Society members may 
remember her grandparents Garnet and 
Elsie Marler, who donated the land for 

the Health Centre in 1981. Welcome 
aboard, Dr. Marler!
Communicat ions  Commit tee

Pender Island   
Housing Society
PIHS 

Pender Islands Housing Society is 
a non profit Society that owns the 

land and buildings located at 5719 
Canal Road and known as Plum Tree 
Court.  With the assistance of a Subsidy 
Operating Agreement with BC Housing 
the Society has, since 1988, operated 
the six unit Affordable Housing facility 
for persons aged 55 and over. As the 
Operating Agreement is coming to an 
end shortly, the Society is looking at 
innovative ways to continue providing 
affordable housing for the Pender 
Islands Community without involving 
BC Housing.
The Canal Road property is three acres 
and has approved zoning for eight more 
rental units.  As the need for affordable 
rental housing on Pender has never been 
greater, it is now time to create more 
units on this property.  The additional 
units would accommodate all age 
groups, and two units would be large 
enough for families.
The Society has worked diligently 
over a number of years preparing 
the groundwork for the project with 
water and sewer upgrades, design 
concept drawings, as well as meeting 
with various specialists. We are now 
initiating a fundraising project to help 
build the eight expansion units as soon 
as possible.  With that in mind, we have 
recently been added to the Tru Value 
Spirit Board. Thank you Mike Gray. 
Please consider directing your 1% to 
#31.
Communicat ions  Commit tee 

Pender Island   
Housing Coalition
PHC

The housing coalition is a recently 
formed coalition dealing with rental 

housing issues on Pender Island.
On Wednesday, December 15, 2021, we 
held our first public meeting. Over 25 
concerned residents attended. Trustee 

Ben McConchie also attended.
PHC has identified the following rental 
housing issues:
• renters pay more than 35% of their 

gross income on rent
• renters are living in unsafe or un-

healthy accommodations
• renters are living in their own RV on 

their own property without  a build-
ing permit

• renters are living on another person’s 
property in their RV

• renters who are homeless are living 
in their car, van, or are couch surfing

• renters fear they will be evicted by 
their owners in the next six months

• PHC is attempting to get as much 
information about renters, including 
the classification they are in, as noted 
above. This is being collected, and 
individuals’ names are kept separate 
from their rental classification to 
protect their privacy.

The North Pender Local Trust 
Committee will be having a meeting 
at the end of January and has asked 
their staff to report on  the number of 
unauthorized RVs on North Pender 
Island.
PHC believes at present there are a 
significant number of people living 
illegally in their RVs. PHC wants  to show 
the Trust that this is a very significant 
rental housing issue without disclosing 
the location of all the unauthorized RVs.
PHC will ask the Trust to change its 
bylaw requirements so these renters 
living in RVs, so long as they are hooked 
up to services as required by the health 
Department, can do so legally.
PHC has been advised that this form of 
rental living is permitted on Mayne and 
Saturna Islands.
PHC will  also ask the  Trust to  meet 
with the CRD building department and 
local contractors to work cooperatively 
together in order to make it more 
affordable, yet safe, for homeowners to 
build  a suite in their existing home  as 
permitted by existing Trust rules.
I have been advised that in all of North 
Pender there is just one legal suite in an 
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existing home.
There is a desperate need for housing 
yet this opportunity, for whatever 
reason, has only been taken up by one 
homeowner. PHC has other  proposals 
that it will outline in the next issue of 
The Pender Post.
We hope to have a Coalition member 
attending the Pender public sites in 
the next two to three weeks in order 
to gather more information about 
people’s rental situation. This will 
be collected on a confidential basis.
penderhousingcoalition@gmail.com.
Rober t  Fenton

Pender Island Lions Club

The annual Lions Club 
phone book was in the 

mail mid-January so all 
households should have 

received one by now. If you did not, 
please contact Dave Dryer at 629-6012. 
Extra copies are available for purchase 
at the pharmacy. Thank you to Michel 
Pelletier for production and layout and 
Peter Hodgson from Island Graphics, 
Victoria for the fast turnaround of the 
printing and binding.
The Lions Club is disappointed to 
have cancelled the Polar Bear Swim on 
January 1, which is always a fun way to 
start the New Year. Keep those costumes 
ready and we hope all will be well to 
host it again next year.
Lions come and go and this month we 
thank outgoing Lion, John Pollard, for 
his work as a Lion. If you are interested 
in joining the Lions Club, the next 
meeting is on Thursday, February 3, 
5:30 pm at the Legion - all welcome 
(proof of vaccination required).
Together We Serve
Terry  Shepherd ,  Secre tary

Pender Island   
Museum Society
Annual General Meeting  
February 20 at 2 pm via Zoom

The museum 
society will 

once again host 
this year’s annual 

general meeting via Zoom. We miss 
having our popular annual talk featuring 

a notable historian speaking on a topic of 
local interest. February 2020 seems like 
forever ago when 98 of you crowded 
into the Community Hall to hear and see 
the story of the Japanese community on 
the Gulf Islands. It was an eye-opener, 
for sure. Just a few weeks later, that 
event wouldn’t have been possible.
As you can imagine, talks like that take 
lead time to plan, but maybe next time. 
We’re already working on potential 
speakers and topics we know you’ll find 
interesting and informative.
During 2021, the museum’s open hours 
continued to be constrained, and yet 
over a thousand visitors made a point of 
dropping by, mostly drawn from Pender, 
Vancouver Island, and the Lower 
Mainland. That was up from a low of 
675 in 2020. Your presence, support, 
and encouragement meant the world to 
us!
Meanwhile, a lot was going on behind 
the scenes as we kept operating our great 
little museum during the ups and downs 
of the pandemic. The highlight of the 
year was a $73,000 Heritage BC grant to 
better protect the heritage building that 
houses the museum.
Protective storm windows and new roller 
blinds inside, new wooden gutters, and 
repairs to original sills all had to be done 
with heritage-appropriate materials. 
The grant also funded the cost of a new 
accessibility ramp. A few minor bits and 
pieces remain to be completed when the 
weather improves this spring. All to say, 
the museum would never have been able to 
fund all this work in this way on our own.
Alongside building upgrades, we put 
together several temporary displays 
inside the museum and out in the 
community. Online access to our historic 
photo collection improved, as did 
research that brought you a whole new 
set of island memoirs via our monthly 
article in The Pender Post.
We’d love to show you what we 
accomplished in 2021 as we look ahead 
to 2022 for our great little museum.
So, please, mark your calendar for 
Sunday, February 20 from 2 - 3 pm. We 
encourage members and anyone with an 
interest in our island heritage to join via 
Zoom as we show you the museum’s 
year in pictures. (Members: Please 

attend to ensure a quorum for the brief 
business meeting.)
The annual report will be mailed to 
members in mid-February and posted on 
our website www.penderislandsmuseum.
ca. Members will also receive the Zoom 
link.
If you aren’t a member, please email 
pendermuseum@shaw.ca and we’ll 
make sure you get the Zoom link. Or 
call and leave a message with your email 
address with Simone Marler at 250-217-
0823.  See Membership ad on page 38.
Simone  Marler

Pender Island Parks and 
Recreation Commission

Our monthly 
meeting was held 

via Zoom on January 
17, chaired by Tim 

Frick, who was at the CRD Driftwood 
office with Andrea Mills. All other 
attendees, including three members of 
the public, were on Zoom.
The Commission has seen significant 
changes recently with the Treasurer 
moving off the island and the sudden 
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resignation of Chairperson Ben 
McConchie. Andrea Mills and Larry 
Colcy joined as new Commissioners. 
Andrea is well known on the island 
and has been involved with numerous 
organizations, most recently the 
Community Hall. Larry has done a 
couple of plays with Solstice Theatre 
since moving here several years ago and 
is a member of the Community Garden. 
Welcome both to PIPRC!
The following executive positions were 
appointed by acclamation: Tim Frick as 
Chair, Rob Fawcett as Vice-Chair and 
George Leroux as Treasurer.
Catherine Ellis requested permission 
to hold a wedding on Mortimer Spit 
on April 17 with 20 to 30 attendees. 
A motion was passed allowing the 
wedding to proceed subject to approval 
by the W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership Council 
and if the Conservation Authority feels 
there would be no threat to nesting birds.
The trees that have been topped recently 
at Shingle Bay Park are considered a 
serious violation, and the matter will be 
referred for prosecution via CRD bylaws 
and, if necessary, the RCMP. Under no 
circumstances, are trees in public parks 

to be cut by private individuals!
Erosion of CRD parkland along the canal 
between the two Pender Islands has been 
significant recently with banks being 
undercut and many trees toppling. Ben 
Symons, the maintenance contractor, 
will investigate how to stabilize the 

shoreline and take appropriate steps to 
do so.
A small project to plant trees in the lower 
level of the disc park was approved and 
will be managed by Barry Mathias with 
assistance from George Leroux.
Rob Fawcett gave an update on the 
potential trail that will provide a safe 
route around Einar’s Hill and will 
eventually join with the Valley Home 
Farm Trail. He met recently with Bill 
Davies, the owner of much of the land, 
who is keen to assist the community 
by allowing and helping build the trail. 
A number of complications remain to 
be worked through; however, we are 
pleased that progress is being made to 
offer this significant trail for the health, 
safety, and enjoyment of our community. 
Rob will continue to lead the project.
The template for the Master Plan for 
the next five years was discussed. 
Responsibilities were assigned to the 
various tasks and projects, but time did 
not allow detailed discussion.
Trail of the Month 

Oaks Bluff Viewpoint (# 20 on the 
Community Parks and Trails Map) is 
approached from a small parking lot 
along Pirates Road. A steep, relatively 
short (about 0.5 km one-way) hike 
leads up switchbacks and stairs and 
through dense, moss-covered forest to 
two viewpoints. One offers delightful 

 Viewing  the  Sal i sh  Sea  f rom Oaks  Blu f f ,  hoping  for  whales
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Faith Bulletin

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road

February 6  10:00 am  St. Peter’s Church          Holy Eucharist  
February 13 10:00 am  St. Peter’s Church Morning Prayer                             
February 20 10:00 am  St. Peter’s Church          Holy Eucharist
February 27 10:00 am   St Peter’s Hall  Circle Service

Anyone who has received all current vaccinations and wishes to join the above services is most welcome.  Those who are 
anxious about attending in person, or are not vaccinated, can join all the services by Zoom; please contact our administrator 

for Zoom information.
Ellen Willingham, 629-6700   Bookings for the Parish Hall: rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
Church Office: 629-3634    Parish E-mail: admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome! Please visit our website
February 6 10:45 am George Hodgson Communion Service 
February 13 10:45 am Bobby Cooper Worship Service
February 20 10:45 am Dan Glover Worship Service
February 27 10:45 am          Denis Dion Worship Service

We respectfully request that masks be worn for all services. Please visit our website for updated information, or telephone 
Judy at 629-6168.    

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services 
4705 Buccaneers Road
February 6 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
February 11 9:30 am  Friday Mass in lieu of Sunday
February 20 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
February 25 9:30 am  Friday Mass in lieu of Sunday

Pender residents and visitors are welcome to celebrate Sunday and Friday liturgies with the chapel community. At this time, 
wearing masks inside the chapel is mandatory.  If there are any changes to the above schedule, those on our mailing list will 

be informed.  Others who plan to attend a liturgy should email stteresachapel@gmail.com or phone 629-6029 to find out any 
changes to the schedule.  

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)

February 6 7:00 pm Feast of Mulk (Dominion), Anne Saunders of Salt Spring Island hosting, via Zoom
February 25 - March 1  Festival of Ayam’-i-Ha, this festival precedes the Bahá’í Fasting period during March. 
It is a time for gift giving, visiting and spiritual preparation for the Fasting period.

We have established a weekly devotional inviting everyone of all Faiths to participate.  It is a Zoom meeting on Thursday 
evenings.  For an invitation and Zoom link to this and other events, please email bevpedenpender@gmail.com or call  

250-412-2524 or visit bahaissi.org for more information.
We love to see you at all times consorting in amity and concord within the paradise of My good pleasure, and to inhale from your 
acts the fragrance of friendliness and unity, of loving-kindness and fellowship. ~ Baha’u’llah, Gleanings, pp. 315-316

Pender Island Fellowship
(www.penderislandfellowship.ca)

The Pender Island Fellowship is a grassroots group of believers on Pender who want to be formed by the eternal love of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. All are welcome, all are loved! If you would like to be added to our email list to receive 

notifications of weekly sermons and any updated service information, please contact us at penderislandfellowship@gmail.com. 
May everyone in our community feel the deep anchoring of God’s love and hope during this uncertain season.
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FeBruary Calendar

As per orders from the Provincial Health Officer, events may be cancelled at short notice

1 Tue 9:00 am Artist registration opens for Art in the Orchard ..........................................................................................11
  10:00 am Recycling Depot, winter hours: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ............................................ 31
  10:00 am Library is open Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ........................................................................... 29
  3:45 pm Theatre Club to 5:15 pm every Tuesday until March 15, Epicentre .......................................................... 13
2 Wed 9:00 am HOP until 10:15 am (also on 9, 16, 23), School Rink ................................................................................ 16
  10:00 am Weekly walking group every Wednesday until noon, Community Hall Path* .......................................... 30
  1:30 pm Carpet Bowling to 3:30 pm, Community Hall* ......................................................................................... 30
  3:40 pm Sewing Class to 5:15 pm, every Wednesday until March 16, The Epicentre ............................................ 13
  4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, all ages and abilities, $5 drop in fee, Community Hall and Zoom* .....................11
3 Thu 10:00 am Recycling Depot, winter hours: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ............................................ 31
  5:30 pm Lions Club regular monthly meeting, Legion Hall .................................................................................... 23
4 Fri 10:00 am Food Bank open Fridays to 12 pm, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall*.......................................... 20
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu open on Friday until 4 pm* ....................................................................................................... 16
  10:00 am Library is open Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ........................................................................... 29  
  11:00 am South Pender Island LTC regular meeting, via Zoom ................................................................................ 13
  11:00 pm Community Café and Picnic, music 12 pm by Melady Preece, Community Hall and online ..............11, 31
  6:00 pm Kids Night, ages 10 and under, to 8 pm facilitated by Karen Parker, Epicentre ........................................ 13
5 Sat 10:00 am North Pender LTC Community Information meeting and March 12, via Zoom ....................................... 28
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu open this Saturday only until 4 pm ........................................................................................... 16
  10:00 am Winter Market to 1 pm, Community Hall* ................................................................................................ 31
  10:00 am Community Café to 1 pm, Community Hall* ............................................................................................ 31
  10:00 am Recycling Depot, winter hours: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ............................................ 31
  10:00 am Library is open Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ........................................................................... 29
  10:00 am Bike shop is open to 3 pm, Recycling Depot* ........................................................................................... 31
6  Sun 11:00 pm S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest invasive species removal to 2 pm. Meet at 3600 Sailor Road ................. 5, 17
7 Mon 9:00 am Infant Toy Lending Library until 11 (also on 14, 21, 28), Dragonfly Centre ............................................. 15
  9:00 am Self-care kits, frozen soup, book bags until 11 (also on 14, 21, 28), Dragonfly Centre ............................ 15
  3:45 pm Kids’ Club for ages 5+ to 5:15 pm until March 14, Epicentre ................................................................... 13
  7:00 pm Pender Photo Club meets, via Zoom ...........................................................................................................11
9 Wed 3:45 pm Sewing Club to 5:15 pm, every Wednesday until March 16, Epicentre .................................................... 13
  4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, all ages and abilities welcome, $5 drop in fee, Community Hall* .......................11
10 Thu  Garden Club features Helen Stewart on her new book Drawn into the Garden ........................................ 36
11 Fri 11:00 pm Community Café and Picnic, music 12 pm by Peach & Quiet, Community Hall and online ..............11, 31
  1:00 pm Heritage Skills Keepers to 3 pm, Community Hall.................................................................................... 30
   7:00 pm Youth Night to 9 pm, Grades 4-8, facilitated by Karen Parker, Epicentre ................................................. 13
13 Sun 1:00 pm Sprouting and Microgreen Workshop, Community Hall ........................................................................... 30
14 Mon 8:30 am Parks and Recreation regular monthly meeting, via Zoom ........................................................................ 29
15 Tue 11:00 am Solo show featuring Margaret Alpen and friends opens, Ptarmigan Gallery ..............................................11
  6:00 pm Beginner’s Advanced Pottery to 8 pm, six weeks, $165, www.ptarmiganarts.org, Community Hall ........11
16 Wed 4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, all ages and abilities, $5 drop in fee, Community Hall and Zoom* .....................11
  4:00 pm Reconciliation Circle to 6 pm, via Zoom ................................................................................................... 30
  7:00 pm SGICJP Community Conversation, via Zoom ........................................................................................... 34
18 Fri 10:00 am Pender Post Directors meeting, Community Hall
  11:00 pm Community Café, music 12 pm by Dave Scanlan, Community Hall and online..................................11, 31
  7:00 pm Teen Night to 9 pm, Grades 9+, facilitated by Karen Parker, Epicentre .................................................... 13
19 Sat 9:00 am Baby Sitting Course to 5 pm (ages 11-15) facilitated by Karen Parker, Epicentre .................................... 13
  9:30 am February Natural History Walk at KELÁ_EKE Kingfisher Forest, end of Harbour Hill Dr ..................... 18
20 Sun 2:00 pm Pender Island Museum Annual General Meeting, via Zoom ..................................................................... 23
21 Mon 1:00 pm PIAS session to 3 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ................................................................................................ 7
25 Fri 11:00 pm Community Café and Picnic, music 12 pm by TBA, Community Hall and online ..............................11, 31
  7:30 pm Luke Wallace Concert, Community Hall ................................................................................................... 34
26 Sat  PIRAHA Youth Leadership Planning Session for 13 - 21 years, Community Hall ................................... 30  
  7:00 pm Film: The Father, Community Hall ........................................................................................................... 30
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Pender Island Dental 
We're at the Health Centre 
250.629.6815 
penderislandhealth. org/dental 

Hello Pender: During the past year; I've seen many of 
you in my chair while I was the Associate Dentist in our 
local clinic. I'm pleased to let you know that I've taken 
ownership of the practice and will continue to provide 
you with on-island dental care. 
Forty years ago my grandparents donated the land for 
our Health Centre, but I doubt they ever imagined their 
granddaughter would one day work right here.   
(My parents now live in their home.) 
My own family-myself, husband, and daughter
settled on the island in 2020, making four generations 
of our family to call Pender home. 
I look forward to serving you and your family. 

Dr. Emma Marler B.Sc, DMD 

advanCe notiCes For marCh

2 Wed 4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, all ages and abilities, $5 drop in fee, Community Hall and Zoom* .....................11
  2:00 pm Ptarmigam Arts presents Jordan Hanson of Drum Victoria to 4 pm, Community Hall ..............................11
6 Sun 11:00 pm S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest invasive species removal to 2 pm. Meet at 3600 Sailor Road ................. 5, 17
  2:00 pm Concert Society is pleased to present the Montreal Guitar Trio (MG3)  ............................................... 9, 52
7 Mon 1:00 pm PIAS session to 3 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ................................................................................................ 7
8 Tue 7:00 pm Ptarmigan’s International Women’s Day Songwriter’s Showcase, Community Hall .................................11
12 Sat 10:00 am North Pender LTC Community Information meeting, via Zoom ............................................................... 28
14 Mon 9:30 am The Quilters’ Circle meet, Anglican Parish Hall ........................................................................................ 10
16 Wed 4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, all ages and abilities, $5 drop in fee, Community Hall and Zoom* .....................11
21 Mon 9:00 am Epicentre presents Spring Break Camp “Archipelago” to March 25 ..........................................................11
  1:00 pm PIAS session with Kelly Leroux to 3 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ................................................................. 7
28 Mon 9:00 am Epicentre presents Spring Break Camp “Science Camp” to April 1 .......................................................... 13
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  NORTH PENDER ISLAND
  LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

Visit our web site at: http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/

NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING
Land Use Bylaw Review Project

On February 5, 2022* and March 12, 2022 at 10 am the North Pender Island Local 
Trust Committee (LTC) will be holding two electronic Community Information Meet-
ings (CIMs) on the Land Use Bylaw Review Project. The project encompasses the 
following topic areas:

  •  Residential Maximum Floor Area  •  Tourist Commercial (C2) Regulations
  •  Marine & Shoreline Regulations  •  Agriculture Regulations
  •  Industrial Regulations   •  Minor and Technical Amendments

The CIMs are opportunities to discuss, ask questions, and provide comments on the
proposed amendments. The draft bylaw, staff reports, and other background 
information are available on the Islands Trust webpage under
Island Planning → North Pender → Projects → Land Use Bylaw Review:

https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-planning/north-pender/projects/

The CIMs will be held online via Zoom Webinar at 10  am. Information on how to 
attend the meetings electronically can be found on the North Pender LTC webpages:

https://islandstrust.bc.ca/event/north-pender-ltc-special-meeting-february-5-2022/

https://islandstrust.bc.ca/event/north-pender-ltc-special-meeting-march-12-2022/

If you are unable to attend the meetings and would like to make a written submission 
to the Local Trust Committee, please email southinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca. 

If you have questions or want clarification regarding the project please contact 
Kim Stockdill, Island Planner at kstockdill@islandstrust.bc.ca or 250-405-5157.

*Note: The February 5 CIM was originally scheduled as an in person meeting.
Due to continued concerns with COVID-19 the CIMs will be held online only.
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panoramas onto the Salish Sea; the 
bench includes binoculars. The other 
viewpoint looks over Bedwell Harbour 
and Poets Cove Resort. Oaks Bluff is 
a perfect place to relax and commune 
with nature.
The next meeting will be on February 
14 at 8:30 am. For the next four months 
PIPRC meetings will be held at 8:30 am 
on the second Monday of the month. 
Until further notice, the meetings will be 
hybrid meetings conducted via Zoom, 
but with a physical meeting, including 
Zoom, also at the CRD office at the 
Driftwood Plaza.
Please report any problems with our 
trails and facilities and/or provide your 
input to how the Commission should 
proceed by contacting a commissioner, 
sending an email penderparks@crd.
bc.ca, or attending a meeting, which are 
open to the public.
Although the days are short, there is 
still time to get out and enjoy the many 
picturesque parks and trails on Pender.
Hans  Tammemagi

Pender Island   
Public Library
Black History Month

Every February, 
people in 

Canada are invited 
to participate in 

Black History Month festivities and 
events that honour the legacy of Black 
Canadians and their communities. 
Browse a variety of titles at the library 
or online to learn more about the 
contributions that Black people have 
made to all sectors of our society.
Books on display  
Mental Health - Stop the Stigma

Mental health includes emotional, 
psychological, and social well-being, 
and affects how we think, feel, and act. 
It helps determine how we handle stress, 
relate to others, and make choices. 
Mental health is important at every 
stage of life, from childhood through 
adulthood. Come borrow a book to learn 
more about connecting with others in a 
compassionate way.

Art in the Library

Local Musicians. Come check out our 
first exhibit featuring the vibrant and 
whimsical album cover art of talented 
local musicians. See an album you like? 
The musicians’ contact info is posted, 
on display January and February 2022.
Board of Trustees

Our Board is seeking community 
members interested in joining our 
welcoming and consensus-building 
group as we govern the library. We are 
a supervisory Board, with staff and 
volunteers handling the daily operations. 
If you want to support your public library, 
and enjoy meeting people and working 
on a team, drop by the library to pick up 
a Trustee application and ask questions.
New books on the shelves

Stop by to browse 100+ new titles.
Adult Non-Fiction

Mennonite Valley Girl (Carla Funk), 
The Science and Spirit of Seaweed 
(Amanda Swinimer), On Opium 
(Carlyn Zwarenstein), Not On My Watch 
(Alexandra Morton), No Cure for Being 
Human (Kate Bowler)

Adult Fiction

The Stranger in the Lifeboat (Mitch 
Albom), Ring (Andre Alexis), Never 
(Ken Follett), Crossroads (Jonathan 
Franzen), Go Tell the Bees That I Am 
Gone (Diana Gabaldon), The Vinyl Café 
Celebrates (Stuart McLean)
Adult Mystery

Five Strangers (EV Adamson), Over My 
Dead Body (Jeffrey Archer), God Rest 
Ye Royal Gentlemen (Rhys Bowen), A 
Line to Kill (Anthony Horowitz), 1979 
(Val McDermid)
Youth

Jigging For Halibut (Sara Florence 
Davidson), Cat Kid Comic Club (Dav 
Pilkey), Hunting By Stars (Cherie 
Dimaline), Walking in Two Worlds (Wab 
Kinew), Everything Beautiful is Not 
Ruined (Danielle Younge-Ullman)
Tru Value Spirit Board #16

We thank Tru Value Foods for their 
community support in giving back to 
local organizations. Donations to the 
Spirit Board #16 have raised funds for 
the Library that support our Student 
Library Assistant program, providing 
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         STORAGE
      WINDJAMMER SELF STORAGE

             NOW AVAILABLE
     

        Unheate d Clean an d Dry U nits   

          Sizes 8' X 9' and 8' X 12'

  Call Jeremy at 629-0019
          

                (Just remember 19)

job training and employment skills to 
our local teens since 2017. Thanks for 
choosing #16!
Library hours

Open Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 
10 am - 3 pm. The Library HelpDesk 
is open Tuesday to Saturday; call 629-
3722 or email libraryhelpdesk@crd.
bc.ca. Following provincial health 
orders, face masks are mandatory for 
those +5 yrs. to enter the library. Please 
do not enter the library if you’re feeling 
sick - you are welcome to use our pick-
up service instead. 
Carmen Oleskev ich ,   
L ibrary  Direc tor

Pender Island   
Reconciliation Circle

The Reconciliation Circle is 
continuing to meet by Zoom, as we 

wait for a safer time to gather in person.  
This month, and continuing next month, 
the topic for discussion was Art Manuel’s 
Reconciliation Manifesto.  Many of us 
had also watched CBC’s W5 episode 
last week, which was a moving look at 
the Tk’emlúps te Secwepemc first nation 
as they struggle to come to terms with 
the discovery of the 215 graves at the 
former Residential School in Kamloops.                                                                                       
Next month, we meet by Zoom on 
February 16 from 4 - 6 pm.  If you 
would like to join us, please contact me 
at annie-smith@shaw.ca for the link.                                                                                                                                    
We acknowledge with respect and 
gratitude that we live, work, and play 
on the unceded territory of the Coast 
Salish Peoples, most specifically the 
W̱SÁNEĆ nation.

                                                                                                     Annie  Smi th

Pender Island Recreation 
and Agricultural Hall   
Association
PIRAHA

The PIRAHA board 
would like to sincerely 

thank the Green Angels 
Woodchoppers for 

removing the dead trees around the Hall 
grounds.  These trees were a danger as 
they could easily have fallen on a windy 
day.  Thanks also to Murray for his 
equipment and assistance.
Excuse our dust!

The Community Hall men’s washroom 
will be getting a makeover during late 
January and early February.  As you may 
recall, near the start of the pandemic, 
we noticed that there had been a long 
term leak in the men’s washroom roof 
that had affected the roof structure 
and the walls.  Wonderfully helpful 
as usual, the community pitched into 
our fundraiser; we were able to get the 
final funds from a Community Works 
Fund Grant, and are now ready to get 
to work.  If the men’s washroom is 
closed when you come to the Hall, just 
remember that there is a single person 
family/ accessible washroom beside the 
commercial kitchen that you may use.
Heritage Skills Keepers Meetings 
Friday, February 11, 1 pm

Join us online or in person to take part in 
these meetings.  We discuss what kinds 
of skills we feel need to be brought back 
to life from our ancestors.  These could 
be food security ideas, self sustaining 
projects, or arts and crafts creating 
something beautiful with your hands.  
Whatever they may be, we want to hear 

about your skills and things you are 
interested in learning!  All ages welcome; 
please register to attend by emailing 
penderhallheritage@gmail.com.
Sprouting & Microgreen Workshop 
Sunday, February 13, 1 pm

Join us to discover the simplicity of 
growing your very own sprouts and 
microgreens from home!  A way to treat 
ourselves with fresh greens even in the 
winter.  We will make a simple sprouting 
jar and a popcorn-shoot microgreens 
dome for you to take home and watch 
grow, and then harvest within a few 
days!  Please register for this workshop 
by emailing penderhallheritage@gmail.
com Registration is limited for this event.
Film: The Father   
Saturday, February 26, 7 pm

A man refuses all assistance from his 
daughter as he ages.  As he tries to make 
sense of his changing circumstances, 
he begins to doubt his loved ones, his 
own mind, and even the fabric of his 
reality.  Starring Anthony Hopkins, 
Olivia Colman, Mark Gatiss.  Limited 
seating. To reserve a seat, go to http://
penderislands.org/registrations/.  Mask 
and proof of vaccination required. 
Youth Leadership Planning 
Saturday, February 26

Join us for this great get together for 
youth 13 - 21 years to play games, have 
fun, and plan and create events and 
opportunities for youth in our community 
by youth in our community!  Free snacks 
provided.  For more information, email 
bookings@penderislands.org or get in 
touch with us through our Facebook or 
Instagram accounts. 
Other Activities

Some activities are still to be confirmed. 
We encourage you to check out http://
penderislands.org/registrations/ to see 
what is upcoming and to register for a 
spot!
Weekly Activities

Walking Group Wednesdays 
10 - 11:30 am

Focus on your health, happiness, and 
fun every Wednesday at the Community 
Hall.  The Walking Group is a drop-in 
activity. Join others in a walk along the 
flat and level Home Valley farm trail, 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/first-nations-a-z-listing/tk-eml-ps-te-secwepemc-kamloops-indian-band
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Joseph Wong Owner Operator
maximpestsolutions@gmail.com 250-889-5575
Box 27108, 772 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria  BC  V9B5S4

Free Estimates

and afterwards stop in and visit at the 
café if you want to stay for a chat.
Carpet Bowling  
Wednesdays 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Carpet Bowling offers mild to moderate 
exercise.  No special clothing is 
needed except clean flat-soled shoes.  
Australian rules Carpet Bowling is held 
weekly.  Recommended drop in is $2. 
Masks encouraged. Proof of vaccination 
required. 
Friday Community Café  
Fridays 11 - 1 pm

The café offers coffee and tea by 
donation, and other drinks are available 
for a set cost.  Come out and visit with 
old and new friends and neighbours. 
Community Gathering Picnic Style 
Fridays 12 - 1 pm

Join this weekly concert at the 
Community Hall.  Bring your own 
picnic, or pick something up from the 
food truck.  You can also pick up frozen 
soup to take home (or we can reheat it 
for you), made by our island’s very own 
soup lunch cooks.  Taste a little bit of 
the joy and friendship this weekly event 
offers our community.
Winter Market  
Saturdays 10 am - 1 pm

Come out on Saturdays to the Winter 
Market to browse local food, craft, and 
produce. Handmade goods are available 
in the Hall and drinks are for sale in the 
Cafe.  Support your local artisans, artists, 
cuisiniers, and the Community Hall.  To 
sign up as a vendor call 629-3669 or 
email bookings@penderislands.org.
Volunteers Needed

Food and Self-sufficiency Skills 
Workshop Leaders

Are you a skilled homemaker or food 
producer? Can you make a delectable 
pickle, make marvelous mulch, jam 
or jelly, plan out an efficient garden, 
sew, knit or any of the other multitude 
of activities it takes to live simply 
and sustainably?  Perhaps you can 
take some time to share your skills 
with the children, youth, and adults of 
Pender with hands-on food production 
workshops, homesteading skills 
workshops, or by having a tour come to 
your farm or garden.

Activity Leaders

If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Andrea at 629-3669 or 
bookings@penderislands.org.
Andrea  Mi l l s ,  L indsay  Huber-
deau,  and  Dianne  Al l i son

Pender Island   
Recycling Society

Effective February 1, 
2022, milk and milk 

substitute beverages 
will be included in the 

deposit program. This means that at the 
depot, the plastic milk and alternative 
containers are now collected with plastic 
pop bottles and that paper milk and 
alternative cartons are collected with the 
juice boxes. Accepted containers include 
clean and rinsed ready-to-drink milk and 
plant-based beverage containers, such 
as oat, almond, and soy-based drinks, 
and more. Only clean containers will 
be accepted for returns so consumers 
are encouraged to rinse out containers 
before returning them. Modified milk 
products or milk products that are 
not normally considered beverages, 
such as meal replacement beverages, 
coffee additives, whipping cream and 
drinkable yogurt, are not part of the 
deposit program and are still collected 
with soup cartons and coffee cups. 
We are once again accepting non-
deposit glass and styrofoam. And we 
have recently started accepting personal 
protective equipment, which includes 
used, single use masks and gloves.
Thank you to our many supporters 
that have renewed their membership 
to the Pender Island Recycling 

Society. For those still wishing to 
renew, memberships are voluntary, tax 
deductible, and cost only $20 annually. 
We accept payment by cash, cheque, 
credit, and debit payments at the depot. 
Memberships can also be renewed 
from the comfort of your own home at 
PenderIslandRecycling.com.
Thank you to all those of you that are 
pre-sorting your recycling. This really 
reduces wait times for everyone and 
is much appreciated. If you’re having 
trouble pre-sorting, check in with us 
for tips and suggestions. One of the 
most common and simplest ways is to 
pre-sort recyclables into brown paper 
shopping bags. That way, even if you 
only have one or two blue boxes, you 
can have everything within your blue 
box organized and drop off will go much 
faster.
If you have mobility issues, let us know 
and we can pull a large bag right to your 
car that you can drop your recyclables 
into. It is helpful if you have your 
material pre-sorted in clear plastic bags 
or brown paper bags that you can leave 
with us. If sorting is challenging, we 
will accept your recycling unsorted too.
For those new to the island, did you know 
that besides packaging, we also accept 
scrap metal, large and small appliances, 
electronics, lightbulbs, smoke detectors, 
household and vehicle batteries, house 
paint, and tea lights, as well as gently 
used items for our FreeStore and 
ReShop? We also accept non-packaging 
plastic (e.g., lawn chairs) for a small fee; 
it is hauled to Vancouver to be recycled.
If you’ve noticed the daffodils bravely 
poking through the soil and are looking 
ahead to spring, think about booking 
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a backhaul delivery with the depot. 
Every week we haul soil, sand, gravel, 
or mulch back to Pender. The cost is 
$140 to North Pender or $160 to South 
Pender plus the cost of your materials. 
Spots start to fill quickly at this time of 
year so contact us soon to reserve yours. 
You can phone us at 629-6962 or ask a 
staff member for more information the 
next time that you’re at the depot.
Niki  Rober ts

Pender Organic   
Community Garden Society

It’s Saturday, January 14:  
my plot in the Community 

Garden is a mud pond.  Of 
course I am wearing my 

sturdy Wellington boots, but - darn it - I 
forgot to bring the rubber dinghy.
Back at home I Google “how to grow 
rice.”  Seemingly this isn’t as wild an 
idea as I’d thought.  Rice is a semi-
aquatic plant: heavy clay and silt loam 
soils that retain water well are the 
perfect growing medium.  And our 
“normal” summer temperatures could 
be warm enough to keep the plants 
happy if they germinated in the first 
place, especially if we have another heat 
dome or two (although I hope we don’t).   
Night temps?  Well, they should be 
okay.  When it’s warm enough to grow 
tomatoes outdoors, i.e. when it’s above 
10oC at night, the rice should be fine, 
although a minimum of 15oC would be 
better.   Ah - but then there is our summer 
drought.  Google suggests growing rice 
in buckets in your backyard could be a 
fun project for the kids, but maybe I’ll 
rethink the rice growing and go back to 
my seed catalogues to dream of perfect 

crops of vegetables and flowers suited to 
our (as I said before) “normal” climate.  
Incidentally, did you know that southern 
Italy grows a great deal of rice?
Whatever I plant, I know there will 
be some frustration, definitely some 
unexpected results, but without a doubt 
lots of good produce, beautiful flowers, 
camaraderie, learning and joy.  Thank 
you, Karl Hamson, for this gift of 
good land to share, and happy Spring 
gardening to everyone.
Patr ic ia  Cal lendar

PenderPOD

Years ago I read an 
article by David 

Suzuki chronicling 
the loss of flora and 

fauna that he had observed over the 
years on his Quadra Island property. 
I remember thinking Wow, that is 
terrible, I wonder what it is about those 
northern islands that are causing so 
much ecosystem decline? I admit I even 
thought maybe he was exaggerating 
to make a point about the need for 
stewardship.
Yes, well that was naive…and a 
little nasty minded in retrospect. It 
is remarkable what can go unseen or 
unthought if there is an advantage to 
one’s personal sense of well-being. I 
have now lived on Pender Oak Bluffs 
for 32 years. In the early days, I found 
comfort, looking over the ocean and 
islands from our deck, in the familiarity 
of the view, no matter what else was 
going on in my life or in the wider 
world. I saw it as unchanging in a rapidly 
changing world. More naïveté. In 1990, 
I witnessed a salmon run so prolific the 

surface of the ocean glistened with fish; 
there was a glorious sound of blowing 
and then the sea boiled with the thrashing 
of feasting whales. In 2020 and 2021, 
the Southern Resident Killer whales are 
out there in diminishing numbers but no 
sign of them below us, in a designated 
sanctuary area set aside for Orca.
In the 90s a familiar sound in our forest 
was the thrumming of grouse. Owls 
hooted in the woods and, more than 
once, perched on our deck rail. By the 
roadside, we saw quail scurrying with 
chicks in tow. There were two eagle 
nests within view of our cabin; peregrine 
falcons lived in a neighbor’s tree. A cedar 
copse east of the ridge provided wind 
protection. Now the grouse and quail 
have vanished; the owls and eagles are 
in competition with a resident helicopter. 
We see more tankers than whales from 
our deck. Most of that stand of cedar 
has fallen and is turning back into soil. 
These days we watch the Douglas fir in 
decline. This past summer there were 
no mosquitoes…nice for working in the 
garden, but how many other species rely 
on them for sustenance?
Our Pender Ocean Defenders group 
often talks about how to focus our 
concerns: should we concentrate on the 
Orca, so loved, so visibly in decline, such 
an iconic representation of the Salish 
Sea? But how about the old growth that 
holds the moisture, nutrients, creatures 
that support the ecosystems that are in 
balance with the ocean. How can we 
neglect them? This kind of thought can 
be defeating. It can all feel too big. We 
can feel too small. When we go round 
this discussion one more time, we 
always come back to the same place: 
support each other, follow our hearts 
about what actions to take, beware of 
overextending. Think about how best to 
apply the skills we each have. Sometimes 
we are educating ourselves, writing 
letters, signing petitions, demonstrating, 
taking direct action. We do art, share 
poetry, collaborate, support youth, make 
connections with others with related 
concerns. When we feel it is not enough, 
we share a meal together to buoy each 
other up…or a Zoom. We find things to 
laugh about. We send good energies to 
the three pregnant JPod females. Our 
guidelines are Do Something, Have 
Fun!  And we always feel better doing it.
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We are the keepers of Paradise; the 
environment is not outside us.
Jack ie  Hi lder ing ,     
the  Marine  Detec t ive

Facebook: POD: Pender Ocean Defenders
Website: PenderPOD.ca
PS

Here is a good way to educate ourselves. 
The link below will lead you to an 
excellent  Raincoast Conservation 
Foundation webinar series on 
Conservation and Resilience in the Gulf 
Islands that is chock full of pertinent 
information about what’s all around us 
https://www.raincoast.org/gi-webinar/.
Mary Anne  Paré

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

Due to CO-
VID-19 and 

the Public Health 
Orders, the Legion will be closed until 
further notice.
For more information please see our 
website www.penderislandrcl239.com.
Thank you for supporting your Legion!
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Jean Deschenes ,  Pres ident

Outer Gulf Islands RCMP 
Victim Services

Internet Safety Tips, 
Phishing, and Ransom-

ware - Think before you 
click.  Phishing is the 

fraudulent sending of emails purporting 
to be from reputable companies in order 
to entice someone to reveal personal in-

formation such as passwords and credit 
card information.  Ransomware is mali-
cious software designed to block access 
to your computer system until a sum of 
money is paid.
Things to look for to protect yourself in 
your emails.
• Look at who it is ‘from.’ Does the 

sender look unfamiliar to you?  If 
it is from a known sender, does the 
content look unusual?  When you 
hover over the address, is it different 
from the header?

• Look at the ‘subject.’ Does it imply 
that you must take action?  Does the 
language seem out of place?

• Does the subject line make you feel 
you did something wrong?

• Who is in the ‘to’ line. Is there noth-
ing in this field? Are there people in 
this line that you do not know? Is 
your name spelled wrong?

• ‘Date.’  Was the email sent at a time 
or date that does not make sense?

• ‘Attachments.’ Don’t open it unless 
you are sure of the sender. Don’t 
open if the attachment ends in any-
thing other than .txt.

• ‘Hyperlinks.’ (Things that you are 
asked to click on). Hover over it 
with your cursor to ensure the link is 
going where it claims to go. If not, 
don’t click on it.

• Is the email from a company that you 
typically don’t get emails from?

• Does the grammar in the email seem 
wrong?

Install and maintain updates and a good 
antivirus/malware program. Install a 
good second generation firewall with 
malware protection. If you do not know 
how to do this, get a trusted friend to 
help you. A good website for technology 
safety tips is www.bcsth.ca, the BC 
Society of Transition Houses.
Job Posting

Please see page  4 for a job posting for 
a Program Co-ordinator with the Outer 
Gulf Islands RCMP Victim Services 
Program.
Vic t im Serv ices

SGI Community Resource 
Centre

Welcome to February 
on Pender. Ground-

hog Day happens early, and 
here’s hoping that there is 

no more January-like winter weather! 
This shortest month is our gateway to 
Spring with longer days and blooms be-
ginning.
Island Kindness Program

The Pender Island Community 
Resource Centre Island Kindness 
Program continues the Emergency 
Relief Fund.  This fund provides 
financial assistance to community 
members who have needs that cannot 
wait until larger government funds are 
received.  The funds are dispersed as 
Tru Value Foods gift cards ($50, $100 
or $200 denominations, depending on 
family size), or as micro-grants (up to 
$500).  This will continue on an ongoing 
basis, as long as the need exists within 
the community, and as long as the 
donations continue.  Donations can be 

https://www.raincoast.org/gi-webinar/
http://www.bcsth.ca/
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made via e-transfer to islandkindness@
sgicommunityresources.ca.  Please note 
that we have created this e-transfer 
account specifically for the Island 
Kindness program.
Activity Kits

Stop by the Pender Island CRC office 
to check out the many opportunities 
available to keep you and your family 
busy and beat those February blahs.  
Scrapbooking Activity Kits and a 
free Jigsaw Puzzle loaning library are 
available to try.  Please call our office 
on the CRC Helpline at 250-629-3665 
or visit us during regular business hours 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10am-4pm 
to find out more.  The CRC office also 
offers the public use of computer tablets 
and laptops for Employment Services 
assistance, Island Savings banking app 
accessibility, and PANS registration.  
The office Business Centre can provide 
printing and photocopy access, and 
equipment rentals and boardroom use 
for a small fee/donation.
Volunteering

CRC Volunteers received a call-out 
to assist with the COVID Vaccination 
Community Clinic held at the end of 
January.  A big thank-you to those 
who were able to help.  Our Pender 
community is very grateful for the 
time CRC Volunteers donate.  The 
SGI Volunteer Program’s mission is to 
advance the quality of volunteerism and 
community engagement by providing 
non-profit organizations on the Southern 
Gulf Islands with support.  Please 
visit our Volunteer page on the CRC 
website to learn more and to register as 
a Volunteer.
Computer Savvy Seniors

Along with our roster of courses, the 
CRC Computer Savvy Seniors Program 
is offering one-on-one tutoring, in two 
hour increments, in 2022. Please email 
cwilson@sgicommunityresources.ca 
if you would like some one-on-one 
assistance with your phone, tablet or 
computer.
The CRC is always recruiting 
Computer Savvy Islanders to lead 
2-hour technology workshops to help 
folks navigate technology they may 
not be familiar with, and also to work 
with people one-on-one to get them 

comfortable with their computers. These 
are both well paid roles. Courses and 
tutoring will likely be hosted in a hybrid 
model of Zoom and/or in-person. If you 
have skills to share, and are interested in 
talking about possible workshop ideas, 
or working one on one with community 
members, please email Carol at cwilson@
sgicommunityresources.ca. Check out 
past courses and register for upcoming 
ones at www.sgicommunityresources.ca/
css-courses/.  See our ad on page 49.
Luke Wallace Concert

The Crisp Festival, in conjunction with 
the SGICRC, is pleased to present Luke 
Wallace in concert on Friday, February 
25, 2022 at 7:30 pm at the Pender Island 
Community Hall.  Doors will open at 
7pm.  Luke’s concert will involve a 
special guest panel with each member 
sharing stories from their own individual 
paths as environmental activists.  This 
concert is sponsored by Ptarmigan Arts.
This is the first of a few events to be 
held throughout the year in the lead 
up to another festival scheduled for 
September 10, 2022.  Tickets are $20 
and will be available at Talisman 
Books and the Community Resource 
Centre, both located in the Driftwood 
Centre on Pender.  For more info www.
sgicommunityresources.ca/events/.
Southern Gulf Islands 
Community Justice Program

I think it’s safe to say that everyone 
agrees that volunteerism is vital to a 
community - especially our Southern 
Gulf Islands.  But there are challenges.  
How do you volunteer when you are 
already working full days and raising a 
family?  And how do you decide what to 
volunteer for?  What strikes that chord in 
your heart that makes you want to help 
out?  How do you keep from getting 
sucked in deeper than you want to be?  
And how do you keep momentum?
The SGI Community Justice Program 
will be hosting a Community 
Conversation on the topic of “The 
Push and Pull of Volunteering” on 
Wednesday, February 16 at 7 pm.  Please 
join us to talk about your experiences 
in the world of volunteering. Help us 
develop some ideas to make it easier 
for organizations to recruit and retain 
volunteers and for potential volunteers 

to find the right match.  As always, 
this will be a Zoom Circle, so email us 
at sgicjp@sgicommunityresources.ca 
to reserve your seat for this important 
conversation.
Pender Island Newcomers’ Club

The Newcomers’ Club is planning some 
great events for the New Year:  A Meet 
& Greet to meet other new residents 
as well as chat with some longtime 
residents and get their insight on island 
life, and opportunities to learn about 
programs and activities on the island.  
Local experts will fill you in on the best 
places to kayak, unique beaches and 
trails to explore, and share gardening 
tips. Watch for details on future events 
at www.sgicommunityresources.ca/
events/ and contact pendercoordinator@
sgicommunityresources.ca or call the 
Community Resource Centre 629-3665 
with your questions and suggestions.
SGI Food Resilience Alliance

Are you interested in local food and 
agriculture? The SGI Food Resilience 
Alliance is an umbrella group made 
up of organizations from the Southern 
Gulf Islands (Mayne, Galiano, Pender 
and Saturna) interested in local food 
and agriculture.  The Alliance received 
a Community Works Fund grant and 
provided funds to several projects over 
2021.  Work is currently underway 
to update a strategy with actions and 
recommendations to improve the 
resilience of local food and agriculture.  
If you are a farmer or otherwise 
interested in local food systems, please 
consider becoming a part of this project 
by expressing your interest to Rebecca 
at rewing@sgicommunityresources.ca.
SGI CRC Employment Services

Did you know the SGI CRC provides 
WorkBC employment programs and 
services?  We support you in finding a 
job and keeping it. Services are available 
to all unemployed or precariously 
employed B.C. citizens legally eligible 
to work in B.C.  The goal of WorkBC is 
to support clients in finding the quickest 
way back to sustainable employment.  
If our clients have performed an 
exhaustive job search over a three month 
period, and have not found a sustainable 
job, then they are eligible for other 
services such as the Self-Employment 

http://www.sgicommunityresources.ca/css-courses/
http://www.sgicommunityresources.ca/css-courses/
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program.  There is also Wage Subsidy, 
and if Wage Subsidy does not result in 
a sustainable job, then we can support 
clients with Skills Training.  Once a 
client has sustainable employment, we 
enroll them in our Job Sustainment for 
an additional 52 weeks, supporting them 
in keeping their job.  Clients enrolled 
in Job Sustainment qualify for our gift 
card program, receiving gift cards at 4 
weeks, 24 weeks and 52 weeks.  Contact 
admin@sgicommunityresources.ca or 
call 629-3665 for more information on 
WorkBC programs.
SGI CRC Membership

If you need to renew or would like to 
become a member of the Southern 
Gulf Islands Community Resource 
Centre please go to our website 
www.sgicommuni tyresources .ca/
membership-join/ and click on the 
membership link. We are now offering 1, 
2 or 3 year memberships. We appreciate 
your support!
Melody  Pender

South Pender   
Historical Society

The SPHS was 
pleased to host the 

7th Annual Christmas 
Eve Singalong at the 

Church of the Good Shepherd adhering 
to all COVID-19 restrictions. Special 
thanks to Daniel Lapp who played the 
organ and to Sarah Smith for providing 
the sound system.  The event was quite 
magical. Daniel, Sarah, I, and two 
others sang in the church and everyone 
else sang outside around a cozy fire 
with snowflakes gently falling as we 
filled the evening air with traditional 
and contemporary holiday songs and 
celebrated after with warm mulled apple 
cider. We look forward to doing it again 
next Christmas.
In the December and January editions of 
The Pender Post we shared a bit of the 
history of the South Pender School, and 
some of the teachers’ memories. In this 
edition we share some of the memories 
from the schoolkids who attended the 
school in its early years of operation. 
The first is from the memoirs of  W. B. 
(Kelly) Irving who was one of the first 
students in the new school.

“When on South Pender I attended the 
one room school there. This school was 
probably typical of small rural schools 
of its day. There were usually eight or 
ten pupils at any one time, five being 
from one family (the Georgesons). We 
all walked to and from school, in my 
case a distance of about two miles each 
way. We helped the teacher fire up the 
stove in the morning and keep the place 
swept out, etc. The school grounds were 
just a brushed out area with stumps, 
logs, and salal making recognized games 
impossible, and without the advantages 
of all the equipment found in school 
yards today, but we kept ourselves 
amused and happy. The teachers were 
quite often on their first assignment 
and looking back I wonder how they 
stuck it out. I remember one incident 
involving one of these unfortunate girls. 

She was only eighteen or nineteen and 
city-raised. She boarded with us, and I 
walked back and forth with her every 
day. On the day in question I must have 
been a bit more obnoxious than usual, 
so she quite properly had me up in front 
of the class and strapped me. After 
school I was feeling somewhat irked 
with her and gave her a good start up the 
road so I would not have to walk with 
her. Just before I got home I found her 
sitting on a rock beside the trail crying. 
She had never used the strap before 
and was upset by the experience. This 
sad sight shook me up far more than 
the strapping and I kept out of her hair 
thereafter. Another older teacher, a few 
years later, was not so sensitive. I was 
chasing another youngster around the 
room after school while the teacher was 
sweeping up. She told me to stop and 
when I ignored her order she belted me 
over the head with the broom handle, 
knocking me down and out. The teacher 
promptly administered first aid by 
dumping a basin full of cold water over 
my head which brought me to, none the 
worse. In later years there might have 
been some question as to the propriety 
of such summary discipline. At that time 
it was agreed by all concerned that I had 
it coming to me.”
There is also a short paragraph in more 
Tales from the Outer Gulf Islands by 
Arthur Pender who with sisters Anne 
and Jiggs attended the school a few 
years after its official opening.
“The school was located on the edge of 
a cliff overlooking Turn Point. A partial 
fence was erected about 50 feet on 
either side of the school, which neither 
deterred nor prevented the pupils from 
dashing wildly up and down the almost 

Art  Pender  by  the  School  1920s

Small Projects / Minor Repairs
(Carpentry, Flooring, Fencing, and Painting)

Property Checks
(Security and Storm checks)

Grass Cutting / Garden Care / Property Maintenance
 (Scheduled Weekly/Monthly) 

 Great Rates!
Phone: 250-889-6351  •  Email: kkzm15012@gmail.com

Handyman Services
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vertical mountainside. All twelve of us, 
including my sisters Anne and Jiggs, 
somehow survived this experience.”                                                                                                                                     
This is the last of the three part story 
of the Little South Pender School. We 
would love to add to its  history. If you 
have photos, or stories related to it, we 
would love to hear from you. Thanks 
to Kelly Irving, Frank Trice, Sandy 
Auchterlonie, and Barb Pender for 
providing information used to compile 
the articles about the lovable South 
Pender Schoolhouse, and the memoirs 
of teachers and students who attended. 
Rober t  Di l l

reCreation and leisure

Canadian Power and Sail
Pender Island Squadron

Happy New Year!  Let’s hope it 
is better than the last one.

COVID-19 has 
not been kind to 

squadron memberships 
across Canada and 

Pender Island is no exception.  Our 
membership has declined from the 
mid-30s to the low-20s.  I know that a 
significant portion of our decline has 
been the difficulties in implementing 
the on-line registration systems.  A 
major goal this year is to recover our 
membership, as without it we cannot 
offer the training courses in maritime 
radio, boating, or the Grade 8 boating 
program.  Membership is the foundation 
from which we serve our community.
We want to advocate for our past 
members who have been unable to renew 
their memberships.   To assist those 
who wish to renew their membership, 
we need to know who you are because 
many lapsed memberships no longer 
appear in the CPS database.  If you wish 
to renew and need assistance, please 
call me at 250-539-0951 or email me at 
davidkirsop@yahoo.ca.
If you are interested in becoming a 
member or volunteering your service, 
please feel free to call too.  We can 
always use help from those with 
organizational skills, teaching skills, 
boating experience, and computer skills.

Our AGM is scheduled for April 20.  
Advance notice will be emailed to 
all active members.  Depending on 
COVID, it will either be by Zoom or in 
person.  Details will be forthcoming by 
mid-March.
As per my last posting we are planning 
to offer the following courses in 2021:
•     Anchoring Seminar - April 24
•     Maritime Radio - May 9
•     Grade 8 Boating Program
Thanks for reading and stay safe on the 
water.
David  Kirsop ,  Commander

Pender Island Garden Club

Victoria gardener, 
artist, and writer 

Helen Stewart will be 
the Garden Club’s guest 

on February 10 in a Zoom question-
and-answer session starting at 1:00 pm. 
Over many years, Helen has created a 
delightful garden on a rocky one-acre 
lot near Gordon Head, by building up 
the soil and choosing a variety of plants 
appropriate for each spot. You can visit 
her colourful and inspiring garden in 
a virtual tour on her website, under 
Snippets, at www.hestewart.com.   Artists 
and aspiring authors may be interested in 
our February meeting too as Helen has 
published a number of award-winning 
children’s books focusing on nature, 
with very fine detailed drawings.  Her 
latest book is Drawn into the Garden.
If you are interested in participating in 
the Zoom gathering but are not a Garden 
Club member, please call or email 
me, Kathy MacLachlan at 629-6846 
or kathyanddave@shaw.ca and I will 
include you on our list for the Zoom link 
for the drop-in fee of $5.
Our speaker last month, Dr. Richard 
Hebda, offered us a group purchase of 
snowdrops in early February.  If you are 
interested please contact me and I will 
keep a list and let you know quantities 
and prices when we hear back from him.
Kathy  MacLachlan

Pender Island   
Junior Sailing Association

PIJSA will have an AGM and 
Board meeting on January 

30.  At the AGM, a number of 
new Board members should 

be confirmed, thus the Association will 
be well set for the 2022 season.  The 
Board will be considering the dates on 
which courses will be held: four weeks 
usually between July 11  and August 
19.  Normally four weeks of courses 
for beginners (Cansail Level 1 & 2; 
minimum age 9 years) and at least two 
weeks of Cansail Level 3 & 4 (minimum 
age 12  years and Level 2), which are 
given in later weeks concurrently with 
Level 1 & 2 courses.  Unfortunately, 
PIHCS is still looking for an instructor 
for the Level 3 & 4 courses, and if none 
is available, FunSailing will be offered.
It is likely that returning students and 
their households will begin registration 
May 1, followed by others May 15.   A 
change this year is that PIJSA will be 
required to have students use an online 
registration system for those taking 
courses leading to a Cansail certificate.  
More details to follow closer to May 1.
More information should be available in 
either the March or April or both issues 
of The Pender Post.
Bruce  Waygood,  Commodore 
in fopi j sa@shaw.ca

Pender Island    
Otters Swim Club

The second month 
of the year is 

starting, and we are 
up and running (I 

should say swimming here) for our 
Winter/Spring sessions.  Our start on 
January 7 was great with 41 registered 
for our programs, and then the next 
wave of Omicron disrupted the ferry 
service.  BC Ferries made the difficult 
decision to cancel some sailings because 
of crew shortages due to illness, and it 
hit us hard on January 14.  A bunch of us 
could not make our swimming time slot, 
but hopefully all will be well for the 
rest of our time coming into February.  
Panorama is maintaining COVID-safe 
practices about entering and exiting the 

http://www.hestewart.com/
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building, and we are complying without 
it affecting our programs.  We now look 
toward preparing for the next year with 
our Annual General Meeting coming 
up in March (date to be announced) via 
Zoom.  It still seems the safest and most 
effective way to have a meeting with 
our membership, and also means we do 
not have to have it on a Swim Friday 
at Panorama Recreation Centre.  This 
session goes through to April 29, and we 
will not be having sessions during School 
Spring Break.  If you are still interested 
in joining us, contact us at either our 
web page www.penderislandotters.
webs.com  or our email address at 
penderottersswimclub@gmail.com for 
information.  Swim on into the Spring!
Helen  Lemon-Moore ,  Pres ident

Cover story

Magic Lake never looked more 
serene…or mysterious, eerie or 

foreboding…perhaps even Scottish.  Of 
course, if this were a photo of Loch Ness 
we would know that something very evil 
would be lurking beneath the surface.  
But on Pender Island we instinctively 
know that the “depths” of Magic Lake 
are not that deep, and the “evil below 
the surface” probably would not amount 
to anything scarier than lily pads!
Local photographer Eha Onno, on a 
somewhat gloomy day, the kind of 
day that photographers love, used her 

photographer’s eye to capture the gloom 
and mist in a unique way that most of 
us never see.  Thanks Eha; without 
photographers like you to capture it, we 
would have shrugged and muttered, “Ah 
damn, another rainy, misty day.”
Hopefully, Eha plans another photo shoot 
in spring to capture the Red-winged 
blackbirds hanging onto shoreline 
reeds, chirping away to attract as many 
enthralled females as possible. And 
maybe for a contrast, a Bufflehead or 
two that, unlike Red-winged blackbirds 
and virtually all ducks, mate for life. 
If not spring, June is always a happy 
time to revisit Magic Lake when it 
boasts little clumps of ducklings or 
goslings paddling frantically after their 
respective “parents on duty.”
Special thanks to our own Research 
Department and authors Nancy Barron 
and John Acorn and their book, Birds of 
Coastal British Columbia.
Mike  Wi ley

Pender Post Past

February 1972 

Shrove Tuesday was celebrated with 
a Pancake Supper at Pender Island 

Hall.  Admission was $1 for adults; 
children 5 to 11, 50 cents; and under 5, 25 
cents.  The meal consisted of pancakes, 
sausages, dessert, and beverages.  Oh to 
have those prices today.
Pender Island Women’s Institute held a 
Get Acquainted party as it attempted to 
enlarge its membership.
Sad news was posted when it was 
announced that Mrs. S.P. Corbett had 
passed away.  You may remember in 
a few Pender Post Pasts we told you 
about the struggles of Percy Corbett, her 
husband, when first settling on Pender.  
Percy Corbett was by her side when 
she passed.  Her life was described as 
an example of cheerful and generous 
service.

The CRD Board sent out 700 one-time 
24-page tabloids to all the Southern 
Gulf Islands listing options for future 
zonings for the Gulf Islands and asking 
for input from islanders. Sorry, but it is 
way too long for me to even summarize 
here. I am sure the input was interesting.
Val  Butcher 

http://www.penderislandotters.webs.com/
http://www.penderislandotters.webs.com/
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Weather oBservations For deCemBer 2021

Average Temperatures        Extreme Temperatures           Precipitation
                   Max  Min  Mean            High Low                   Rain Snow   Total
Magic Lake  4.2    -0.5   1.9                12.5 on 1st -10.5 on 27th      109.2 24.0  133.2         
Normal         7.0    2.5     4.7                  15.0 in 2014 -11.5 in 1990     89.2   40.4 129.6

Comparing 2021 with average annual temperatures and precipitation since 1987:
 
 Annual Average Temperatures        Extreme Temperatures  Precipitation
                     Max  Min  Mean            High Low                    Rain  Snow   Total
2021              15.2  7.8    11.5              39.5  -11.5                   924.5 24.0  948.5 
1987-2021     15.0  7.0    11.0              39.5 in 2021    -12.5 in 1989      821.0 40.4 865.4

As usual we are having a wet winter, 
but it was quite mild until December 

brought a taste of real winter.  Before the 
snow arrived, it rained nearly every day 
and our total precipitation was a little 
above average for December.  On the 
night of December 24 it snowed and we 
had snow on the ground for the rest of 
the month.  Our total of 24 cm of snow 
was not a record for December.  The lake 
was frozen over, but not thick enough to 
support skating and the ice was covered 
with snow for several days.  It was quite 
a pretty sight especially when the sun 
was shining.
Because the temperature was below 
zero for the whole of the last week of 
December, our average temperatures 
were below average.  Our extreme low 
of -10.5ºC was not quite a record low; 
in December 1990 we had -11.5ºC and 
in February 1989 we had a record low 
of -12.5ºC.
The statistics above indicate a 
comparison between 2021 and the 
average of all annual totals since 1987 
which was the year when I commenced 
observing weather on Pender Island for 

Environment Canada. These numbers 
show that 2021 was not particularly 
significant weatherwise.  We set a 
record for the highest temperature in 35 
years but that was part of a heat wave 
that only lasted a few days.  Our average 
temperatures for the whole year are 
very close to average.  Precipitation in 
2021 was also quite normal except for 
November which is always a wet month 
and November 2021 was even wetter 
than usual and this raised our total 
precipitation for the year to more than 
average. Our little corner of Canada 
is not considered to be snow country.  
Occasionally we get a lot of snow and 
some years we get none at all or very 
little.  24 cm of snow over Christmas 
was greeted with mixed reactions and 
although the quantity was not huge, 
it seemed to stick around for longer 
than usual.  Almost every year we see 
some ice on Magic Lake, so it was no 
surprise to see the lake covered with ice 
in December 2021.  I did not see or hear 
anyone trying out the thickness of the 
ice but I am sure it was not thick enough 
to skate on as it rarely is.

Now it is February again, best known 
as my birthday month and the month 
when people send even more greeting 
cards than they send at Christmas, and 
like Christmas its origins have given 
way to commercialism.  I was amazed 
when I was in the USA quite a few 
years ago and everyone sent Valentine 
cards to everyone.  As something of a 
romanticist I remember fondly the days 
when Valentines were sent to one who 
was loved, sometimes anonymously, 
and often hand made, but now they are in 
the same category as “Happy Holidays.” 
The days are getting longer and signs of 
spring are showing, but winter is not yet 
over.  As mentioned above we had our 
record low temperature in February.  In 
seventeen of the last thirty-five years we 
have had snow in February, including 58 
cm in 2017 and more than 40 cm in two 
other years.  We have never had a dry 
February so plenty of rain is assured.  
With spring just around the corner, there 
is a tendency to put plants in the ground, 
but beware of frosts; There have only 
been three years in the last thirty-four 
when February temperatures have not 
dropped to zero.
Enjoy the rest of the winter; there is 
beauty in every season.
Malcolm Armstrong
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health  & healing serviCes

3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC

MIEKE TRUIJEN

Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week

Evenings &
Home Visits

Doctor’s referral not required

Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics 
Osteoporosis

Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions

Call For an Appointment

Physiotherapy Clinic
RPT

250.629.9910 

www.miekephysio.com

numBers Puzzle mCa #15 By malColm armstrong

Rules and Tips

MCA #15 is medium difficult.  As usual, to solve 
the puzzle you must fill in all the blanks, but be 

sure to have only one of each numbers 1 – 9 in each 
row, each column and each block of nine numbers.  
There is more than one correct solution but you will 
know if you have solved it if your solution complies 
with the above guidelines.
I suggest that you start off using a pen but if you 
come to the point where you have to make a choice 
between two options, switch to pencil so that you 
can erase the pencil numbers and try an alternative 
choice.  I also use “Wite-Out” to correct accidental 
errors in ink.
Malcolm Armstrong
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ContraCtors

Architectural Millwork
Custom Doors and 

Windows
Stairs and Handrail

Kitchens and Cabinets

Be sure to look us up at
islandglasstek.com

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window   
 Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and 
 Frameless Stainless Steel  
 Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies   
 (Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and   
 Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

A DIVISION OF
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ContraCtors

Construction
Decks, Stairs, & 
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs

References Available
Worksafe Certified

Strong communication and organizational skills

Lance Mueller
778.676.0061

thebigdogservices@gmail.com

BIG DOG
S e r v i c e s

Professional Service...
Professional Results...

Let’s Gutter done!

James Constable
250.629.6222

• Chimney Inspections

• Chimney Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repair

9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

markftts@gmail.com
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ContraCtors

Certified Duradek Vinyl Installations
Excell Aluminum Railing Installations

Rot Repair & Deck Reconstruction

Contact us for a free estimate

250-655-0666
gulfislandsdeck@gmail.com

DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

Generator Service and Supply

alan@gentechpwr.com

250-999-7977

Booking for fall service now.

Make sure your generator 
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

-Certified Technician

-Generac Warranty Work

-Maintenance Packages

Quality service available
for all your plumbing

and gas needs

Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations

Journeyman
Licenced
Insured

30 Years Experience

Email
penderplumber@gmail.com

References gladly provided
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ContraCtors

Pender Island

           All New Rental Tools!
   Water grinder and concrete mix for making  
   your own concrete countertops. Come see
   us for ace.
   Also checkout our new Fein Multister
   Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.
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ContraCtors

250.629.6690250.629.6690
piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Residential & Commercial Pick-upResidential & Commercial Pick-up
Organics and Discarded Materials

Medicine Beach Drop-offMedicine Beach Drop-off
7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk

Household discarded materials Household discarded materials (Three bag daily maximum)
(No construction waste, banned materials, or recycling)

Other ServicesOther Services
Bin Service • Demolitions • Chuck n’ Go” • Portable Toilets

Estate Clean-ups • Commercial Recycling
Hauling from Saanich and Victoria
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MLS# 891756 • $269,000 • 0.32 ac. • Easy access
MLS# 891669 • *$269,000 • 0.37 ac. • SOLD
MLS# 892475 •  $299,000 • 0.42 ac. • Park-like

MLS# 890732 • $299,000 • 0.33 ac. • S. exposure
MLS# 882915 • $495,000 • 8.20 ac. • Forest

Dri�wood: 250-629-3383  *  Hope Bay: 250-629-3166 
Saturna: 250-539-2121  *  Galiano: 250-661-8583 * Campbell River: 250-203-3919

MLS# 891337 - *$519,000

MLS# 892048 - $499,900

MLS# 890559 - *$988,000

MLS# 885824 - *$849,900

MLS# 890791 - *$495,000

MLS# 891507 - $1,989,000MLS# 884799 - *$889,000

MLS# 889155 - *$620,000

www.DocksideRealty.ca 

MLS# 890590 - *$150,000

Lots   •   Acreages
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Serving Pender Island for 25 yearsServing Pender Island for 25 years

Pender Island Health CentrePender Island Health Centre
5715 Canal Road5715 Canal Road

Monday, Thursday, and Friday Monday, Thursday, and Friday 
11 am - 5 pm11 am - 5 pm
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ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 239
1344 Mackinnon Road - 250-629-3441

DUE TO COVID, AND PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS, 
WE ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE SEE OUR WEBSITE

 www.penderislandrcl239.com

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR LEGION!

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

Register Today!
 

www.sgicommunityresources.ca/css-courses/
or by Phone: 250-629-3665

COMPUTER SAVVY SENIORS

Wednesdays 10am - 12pm
Feb. 2nd - Getting Started with Spotify
Feb. 9th - Beginner's Excel for Basic Accounting
Feb. 16th - Using Your Mac Computer
Feb. 23rd - iPhone & iPad Q&A

Computer Courses & Online Workshops 

& ONE-ON-ONE

TUTORING!
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