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PENDER POST/JEAN BRADLEY  SCHOLASTIC GIFT APPLICATIONPENDER POST/JEAN BRADLEY  SCHOLASTIC GIFT APPLICATION
            

To celebrate the volunteer work of Jean Bradley over the past five decades, the Pender Post Society is offering in Jean’s 
name a $500 scholastic gift to be used for studies related to healthcare. This scholastic gift will be available to Pender 

Island residents. The application is available at Dockside Realty in the Pender Post box and the application deadline will 
be July 15.  Successful applicants will be notified by July 31.  

For those of you who do not know Jean Bradley, here is a brief biography of her accomplishments. Jean and her father, 
Ashton Ross-Smith, were founding members of The Pender Post Society in 1971.  Jean was an editor in the early years 
and left The Pender Post in 1976 when she began teaching.  She returned to Pender Post Society meetings in the 2000s, 
and volunteered to be a member of the Editorial Board.  She also volunteered to proofread and her eagle “former-English-
teacher” eyes caught most errors.  She loved finding misplaced modifiers.   

We have had several community halls on North Pender over the years. When the community met at the old “Port Wash” 
Hall near the corner of Port Washington and Otter Bay Roads, Jean started a Hall Committee.  When the community 
outgrew that building, Jean and others started work to get a new school with community use of a gym, kitchen, meeting 
room, etc.  As the buildings and the names changed, Jean carried on in the capacities of either secretary or president of 
the Hall Committee for more than twenty-five years.

She was a founding member of the Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary and volunteered with that group until it surrendered its 
charter.

She was a member of the Farmers’ Institute for years, serving for several years as Food Preservation Convenor at the Fall 
Fair.  She was the Inside Convenor when the Fall Fairs were held at the school.

She was a board member of the Pender Island Health Care Society for many years.

Until recently she looked after subscriptions for the Gulf Island Concert Series, sat on the Plum Tree Court Seniors’ Housing 
Society and Coleman-Rogers Bursary boards, and volunteered at the Food Bank.  In her “spare” time she read the books in 
preparation for “Our Pender Book Club” meetings which began when Jean retired in 1999.

Pender Island  
Chiropractic Clinic 
Dr. G. Mark Wensley BSc DC Active Release Certified (ART) 

Serving the Pender Islands for 24 years.

Monday 9 am – 5 pm 
Fridays 9:30 am – 5 pm 

250.629.9918 
Pender Islands Health Centre 
5715 Canal Road
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PENDER POST / JEAN BRADLEY PENDER POST / JEAN BRADLEY 
 SCHOLASTIC GIFT APPLICATION SCHOLASTIC GIFT APPLICATION

            
Last Name__________________________________First Name _____________________________________  

Street Address_____________________________________________________________________________

City/Prov___________________________Postal Code_______________Telephone______________________

Program of Study/Intended Degree/Diploma/Course_______________________________________________

Name and Address of the Institution/School you will be attending

________________________________________________________________________________________  

Please include the following with your application
• A letter describing your interests, hobbies, volunteer and other community activities.  List your reasons for ap-
plying to the course of study and your goals upon completion.          
• A letter of recommendation.           
Requirements for the Scholastic Gift 
• Applicants must be from Pender Island
• Applicants must be taking a course/studies in the Health Care field      
• Applicants must provide proof of acceptance to the named course       

Additional application forms will be available in the Pender Post box at the Dockside Realty office.  
Completed applications must be left in the Pender Post box by July 15.  Mark "Scholastic Gift Application" on the 
envelope.  Please email Dianne at dianneonpender22@gmail.com to let us know that you have applied.  
The sucessful candidate will be chosen by a Pender Post committee and will be notified by July 31.
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Is published once a month as a non-profit 
service to the community. Those who buy 

an annual subscription to The Pender Post and 
are residents here, are automatically members 
of the Pender Post Society. The board meets 
monthly and is comprised of representatives 
from the various non-profit clubs and societies. 
To send a new representative, please contact 
Annie Smith at annie-smith@shaw.ca.
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President ......... Vicki-Lynn Dutton, 250-222-6387
Vice-President ............................Tania Schissler
Secretary ........................................Annie Smith
Treasurer ........................................ Dianne Allison
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Lisa Moorby, LisaMoorbyDesign.com
Printing     
Island Graphics ltd., Victoria, BC

Accounting 
Display Advertising Billing   
 RenéeWatson, billing@penderpost.org
Subscription/Membership   
 Dianne Allison, 250-514-7044  
  subscriptions@penderpost.org

Submission Information
To submit reports or for information on ad sizes and 
costs, call 629-2215 or production@penderpost.org.  
Please refer to our website www.penderpost.org for 
our Personal Information Protection Policy.
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Cover Photo

This month’s cover photo came to us 
from Ewa Jarosinska.  To read more 

about the cover photo, please read Mike 
Wiley’s cover story on page 39, or go to 
www.penderpost.org.

Pender Post Scholastic Gift

In this time of COVID-19, it seems 
especially meaningful to assist 

students who are entering the field of 
Health Care.  Once again, the Pender 
Post Society is offering a $500 scholastic 
gift, to commemorate Jean Bradley’s 
life and volunteer work on Pender 
Island. The scholastic gift is to be used 
for studies in a field relating to health 
care, and is available to Pender Island 
residents (applicants need not be recent 
graduates, and previous recipients may 
re-apply).  Application forms may be 
picked up from the Pender Post file at 
Dockside Realty, (completed forms may 
be dropped off there as well) or found 
on page 4 of this issue.  The deadline 
to apply is July 15. Please email Dianne 
at dianneonpender22@gmail.com to let 
us know you have applied, and she will 
pick up your forms.
Successful applicants will be notified by 
July 31.
Annie  Smi th

SPeCial NotiCeS

First Annual Ursula Poepel 
Memorial Broom Bash
June 6, 2020

Despite its pretty yellow flowers, 
Scotch Broom is an invasive 

species that is very detrimental to our 
islands. It is toxic to grazing animals, 
disrupts soil chemistry, and is a fire 
hazard - especially on the slopes and 
banked road allowances of our island 
(since fire loves to burn upward). But 
more than that, Scotch broom is an 
environmental disaster. Invasive species 
such as broom, are second only to 
direct man-made destruction of habitat 
as the leading cause of the staggering 
decline in biodiversity around the 
world. Broom does not belong here, has 
pushed out native plants and animals 

from millions of acres of habitat from 
the Sierra Nevadas all the way up to 
Haida Gwaii, and has cost hundreds of 
millions of dollars in lost productivity of 
land. Most of us live on the Gulf Islands 
because we enjoy living in a relatively 
pristine natural environment, but broom 
and other invasives are a major and 
ever-increasing threat to the natural 
environment of our island.
However, we can act. Several community 
groups on Pender, including the Pender 
Islands Conservancy, the Pender Island 
Community Hall, the SGI Volunteer 
Centre, and Gulf Islands Food Co-op, 
are collaborating to organize the First 
Annual Ursula Poepel Memorial Broom 
Bash to honour Pender’s most famous 
broom basher, which includes help in 
the collection and disposal of broom 
that is cut. The collection (and chipping 
for compost) day is scheduled for June 
6, so get your pruning shears, loppers, 
and saws and see how much broom we 
can cut between now and June 6. Take a 
picture of your work so we can see who 
has cut the biggest pile of broom. 
For more details about the event and 
how to cut broom, see the Pender Islands 
Conservancy report.
Erin  O’Brien

Rainwater Harvesting on 
Pender Island

A rainwater harvesting system (RWH) 
is a roof-to-tap combination of 

components that collects water from the 
roof and delivers it for use to an outside 
tap or an inside water faucet. The RWH 
system removes debris, transports water 
to a storage tank or cistern, and provides 
an appropriate level of pressurization 
and post-storage filtration and/or 
disinfection.
Harvesting rainwater when it is plentiful 
in the winter months for use in the 
summer months makes perfect sense.  
This is especially true now, as we 
experience the effects of climate change 
resulting in wetter winters and dryer 
summers with more prolonged droughts. 
In summer our wells tend to run dry due 
to the lack of rain, and the increased use 
of water for gardens, visitors, pools etc.; 
groundwater levels may drop stressing 
ecosystems - as witnessed by the demise 
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SGI Community Economic

Sustainability Commission

...economic prosperity,
social equity,

 environmental quality

www.sustainableislands.ca

David Howe
Electoral Area Director 
Southern Gulf Islands
250.216.5618
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca

www.crd.bc.ca/southerngulf

of many of Pender’s Red Cedars, and the 
crispy dry understory of our forestlands.
There are many uses for rainwater no 
matter what type of rainwater harvesting 
system you install - but the one that 
saves the most water is the irrigation 
of your garden.  In summer months 
33-50% of a typical household’s water 
is used for the garden.  Not only does 
irrigation conserve water but it is more 
beneficial for most plants - delivering 
water to the roots and not the leaves, 
and will save you hours of time when 
compared to watering by hand.
Rainwater may also be used for fire 
prevention with the installation of an 
outdoor sprinkler system. These outdoor 
units are not intended to put out a fire 
but are used to thoroughly wet down an 
area so that buildings and landscapes are 
less likely to ignite due to flying embers 
and the intense heat of a nearby fire.
Rainwater can be made safe to drink 
[potable] if it meets Health Canada’s 
Guidelines for Canadian Drinking 
Water Quality.

Of course, to harvest rainwater you will 
need a tank or a cistern to hold all that 
wetness for the summer drought.  To 
this end, I am organizing a bulk-buy of 
rainwater tanks - since a major expense 
is the cost of shipping these large tanks, 
which range in volume from 1000 to 
3000 imperial gallons. The first step is 
to find out who might be interested in 
harvesting our precious rainwater and 
would like to know more details about 
the project - including projected costs, 
what’s needed in addition to the tank, 
who will do the installation etc.
If you are interested in obtaining a tank 
or curious to learn more about rainwater 
harvesting, please let me know who you 
are and where you live by filling in this 
simple form at https://bit.ly/3dV3uOH.  
However, if you prefer to talk/text to a 
real person, please contact me at 250-
222-0308
Lisa  Bai le

Pender Island   
Reconciliation Circle

The Reconciliaton Circle has moved 
to its new location on page 32.

iN aPPreCiatioN

Thank you

This has been a difficult time for The 
Pender Post as well as the rest of 

us, but I would like to take just a little 
space to thank two wonderful friends 
who are members of the Pender Island 
Pipe Band and who took time to play 
their pipes for my birthday in April.
Sue and Caren donned their uniforms 
and arrived at my front door to play 
Happy Birthday and a few Scottish 
tunes. “Distancing” was obeyed of 
course, so I stood on the upper deck 
above them and loved every moment 
of their visit.  Thank you ladies for a 
birthday to remember.
Helen  Al l i son

Birth aNNouNCemeNt

Aaro Basil Graham  
Sarakannas

Born February 3, 2020 at 2:50 am 
at Victoria General Hospital, 

weighing 9lb 3oz and measuring 
20.5”. His parents, Liis Graham and 
Daniel Sarakannas, love him so much. 
Grandparents Bruce and Judy Graham, 
and Peter and Shelley Sarakannas, are 
pleased to have a grandchild on island. 
We are looking forward to the end of 
the pandemic, so he can meet family, 
friends, and fellow Penderites. 

Photo  by  Rachel  Lenkowski
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rememBeriNg

Elizabeth Anne Budgell
August 6, 1950 - May 5, 2020

After a courageous five-year struggle 
with breast cancer, Anne Budgell 

passed away on May 5 in the loving 
arms of her husband, Gordon Watson, in 
their home on Pender Island. Cultured, 
learned, multi-skilled, highly intelligent, 
both tenderhearted and tough, kind, 
loyal, selfless, and compassionate, 
Anne was loved by all who were lucky 
enough to know her well. Only child of 
the late Leslie and Josephine Budgell, 
Anne was born in Vancouver and spent 
her early years in Squamish, where her 
father was a mechanical designer for 
the PGE (later BC Rail) and her mother 
was the town nurse. When the PGE 
moved its operations to Vancouver, the 
Budgell family resettled in Ambleside, 
West Vancouver. Here Anne grew to 
adulthood, graduating from West Van 

High in 1968. A skilled musician and 
student of piano for many years, Anne 
went on to earn two music degrees: 
a B.Mus. from UBC and an ARCT 
diploma in Performance from Toronto’s 
Royal Conservatory.
After sampling several different career 
paths, Anne made a life-altering decision 
to enrol in UBC’s Library School. 
Graduating in 1990 with a Master’s 
in Library Science, Anne secured a 
position at Richmond Public Library. 
She spent many years as Librarian at 
Steveston Branch, where her popular 
children’s and baby-time programs 
earned her the sobriquet of “Queen of 
the animal noises”!
Anne and Gordon began their life 
journey together in 1981. They travelled 
as often as they could - numerous trips to 
Los Angeles and the deserts of southern 
California, always including a visit 
to Anne’s childhood place of escape, 
Disneyland (Anne always honoured 
her inner child), and Christmases with 
Anne’s parents in their winter home in 
tiny Desert Center, CA. In 1991 and 
1992, fulfilling a long-held dream of 
Anne’s, they finally ventured to Europe. 
Galleries, museums, palaces, villages, 
cathedrals, evening strolls along the 
quais of the Seine; Amsterdam, Rome, 
Munich, Florence, Berlin, Vienna, 
Salzburg, Collonges-la-Rouge, Venice, 
London, Arles, Prague; experiencing 
all these places and all they had to offer 
immeasurably enriched their lives; they 
returned to Paris seven times alone. Anne 
even made a European trip on her own 
in 1996, exploring France and Italy by 
train. Later Tucson, Arizona was added 
to their list of favourite places as they 
fell in love with Southwestern cultures, 

landscape, and decor. Together they built 
collections - Provençal santons, Zuni 
fetishes, calaveras, alebrijes, nichos, 
retablos, Seri Indian ironwood carvings, 
Venetian commedia dell’arte masks, 
pre-war Disneyana; posters and prints 
and antique postcards; a range of curios 
and small works of art brought home and 
displayed alongside a large collection 
of books and recordings of music and 
classic Hollywood and foreign films. 
Music always played a central role in 
Anne’s life; musical events in multiple 
genres, especially the annual Vancouver 
Folk Music Festival, were her delight. 
Equally a devotee of music, art, and 
cinema, Anne was a longtime VAG 
member and never missed the annual 
Vancouver Film Festival.
In 1985 Anne and Gordon became 
founding members of Creekview 
Housing Co-op in Vancouver’s False 
Creek South, where for 34 years they 
were active in the governance of 
both Creekview and the larger FCS 
community. They enjoyed near-daily 
shopping at nearby Granville Island 
Market - and the neighbourhood’s green 
spaces and seawall, which they walked 
together thousands of times over the 
years, no matter the weather.
Anne’s breast cancer diagnosis in 2015, 
necessitating surgery and extensive 
chemotherapy, brought a premature 
end to her library career, but not to her 
travels and dreams. Anne and Gordon 
were able to return to London and Paris 
and had hoped to go again this year. And 
there were more Christmas stays at their 
beloved Catalina Park Inn in Tucson.
Observing the City of Vancouver’s 
years-long, stubborn intransigence on 
the renewal of leases on the lands on 
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which most of False Creek South’s 
housing stock is built, and knowing 
that Creekview’s own lease would 
expire soon, Anne and Gordon, seeking 
a secure place to live out their lives, 
regretfully left their home of three and 
a half decades and moved to Pender in 
September 2019. They had first visited 
Pender back in 1986, staying at a 
B&B whose location is long forgotten 
- Gordon thinks it was somewhere in 
the Hope Bay/Hooson Road area. They 
thought the Island lovely but could not 
afford to buy property in those days.
Decades later, in 2017, their friends 
Arlene Berg and Mary and Dale Kelly 
moved to Pender, and this gave Anne 
and Gordon the idea of emulating them. 
After a search, their offer was accepted 
on a house - but then Anne’s cancer 

became metastatic and their dream had 
to be put on hold. Finally, in the summer 
of 2019, with Gordon retiring, they 
took a leap of faith and bought an old 
house with a large garden (even though 
neither were gardeners!) on Rum Road. 
They soon discovered that the previous 
owners had done much work on the 
gardens at the neglect of the house. 
Before and after an exhausting and 
prolonged move, they began the long 
work of transforming their new house - 
the first they’d ever owned - into a home 
for themselves. After employing several 
local contractors to upgrade the interior 
and beautifying it with items from their 
collections, Anne and Gordon spent the 
dark, wet winter planning the renewal 
of work on the house and garden and 
looking forward to the exploration of 
their new Island home and to integrating 
themselves into the community. They 
went on daily 3-4 mile evening walks 
together, regardless of the weather. They 
spent their last Christmas in Tucson and 
returned with their luggage stuffed with 
new small treasures for their home.
Anne took such pleasure during those 
winter months in watching the little 
birds on the feeders outside the kitchen 
window, and in encounters with the 
Island’s deer, which she loved - she 
had so wanted to see this Spring’s new 
fawns and the flowers blooming in their 
property’s beautiful garden. Tragically, 
none of this came to pass. In mid-March 
Anne’s cancer became newly aggressive 
and, less than two months later, at only 
69 years of age, she passed away in the 
bright light from the skylights of her 
sunroom on an afternoon in early May, 
her work unfinished and her heartbroken 
husband holding her close. Only days 

after Anne’s passing, fragrant roses began 
at last to bloom in the garden, and the 
fawns began to emerge from the forest.
Anne was extraordinary in so many 
ways; a multi-faceted woman equally at 
home in a Paris bistro or in her favourite 
Asian restaurants in Vancouver, hiking 
in an Arizona canyon or strolling the 
galleries of the Louvre, visiting her 
beloved javelinas in Tucson’s Arizona-
Sonora Desert Museum or enjoying her 
favourite Disneyland rides. She was 
a serious woman of deep wisdom and 
compassion, yet blessed with a whimsical 
nature and a marvellous sense of humour 
and the absurd. She was a paragon of 
support for friends and family members. 
She suffered from fibromyalgia and 
chronic fatigue for many years - yet 
in public, she uncomplainingly kept 
up her good spirits, and even after the 
terrible scourge of cancer came she 
never gave up hope of continued life, 
until the very end. She and Gordon 
shared joy, laughter, and tears over 
the decades. Anne loved learning and 
read voraciously; she developed a 
late passion for English medieval and 
Tudor history, amassing a small but 
comprehensive library on the subject, 
and she was terribly disappointed that 
the rapid progress of her illness left her 
unable to complete the newly-published 
concluding volume of Hilary Mantel’s 
Cromwell trilogy. Her happiest places in 
her last years were the British Museum, 
the Tea Salon at Fortnum & Mason in 
London (Anne was a devotee of fine teas 
and for her, Fortnum’s was heaven), the 
Desert Museum, and Vancouver’s Van 
Dusen Gardens, Anne’s quiet place.
Anne took friendship very seriously 
and when you became her friend, it was 

The Royal Canadian Legion
1344 MacKinnon Road - 250-629-3441

June at the Legion
We hope to open the Legion soon, and pursuant to Public Health and WorkSafeBC guidelines, we are preparing 

re-opening plans.  Please go to our website for announcements at www.penderislandrcl239.com.

Friday Night Dinners - Take Out or Delivery, 5 - 6 pm, $15
Menus will be posted on our website, www.penderislandrcl239.com, 

and Facebook, www.facebook.com/PenderIslandLegion239.
Register and pay by credit card on the website - Register by email and pay by eTransfer to branch239.rcl@gmail.com -  
Register by email or phone and pay when pick up at the Legion.  For more information contact us at branch239.rcl@gmail.com or 
250-629-3441. Thank you for supporting your Legion!

Anne wi th  her  husband,  Gordon, 
in  January



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J u n e  2 0 2 0 9 

PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals
Open Monday to Friday:  10 am to 4 pm

#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store 250-629-9909

for life, unless you betrayed her trust, 
as friends sometimes will. She gave 
unflinching support to Gordon through 
his own life-threatening illnesses during 
the past decade, and in turn Gordon was 
there for her until the very end. Their 
marriage was a deeply loving partnership 
on every level. Both only children, they 
had none of their own, which made 
their bond all the stronger. Her passing 
leaves a huge, unfillable void in the life, 
heart, and soul of her devastated, deeply 
grieving husband and in the lives of those 
who knew and loved her.
There are people who achieve fame and 
fortune in their lives and affect the lives 
of millions, for better or worse. And 
there are people who achieve neither, 
yet in their own small way they are a 
source of light in a darkening world. 
Anne was one of those. In the weeks 
since her passing Gordon has heard 
from many who knew and cared for his 
beloved wife, from friends, relatives, 
and colleagues to doctors and nurses 
who treated her in recent years. One 
phrase keeps coming up again and again 
in the calls and condolences: “She was 
a lovely woman.” She was, indeed, a 
lovely woman. The world is a better 
place for her having been in it. It’s a pity 
so few Penderites had the opportunity 
to know Anne in the few short months 
she graced this island. She would have 
brought some light into their lives.
Profound thanks go to Anne’s oncologist, 
Dr. Karen Gelmon of the BC Cancer 
Agency’s Vancouver Center, who 
worked so hard to try to keep Anne’s 
cancer at bay; to Pender’s extraordinary 
team of public health nurses, who 
performed wonders to make Anne’s last 
days more comfortable; and to Arlene 
Berg and Mary Kelly, Pender friends 
extraordinaire who were there with 
Gordon through the final, sorrowful 
nights, as the three of them comforted 
and cared for Anne. Angels all.
A memorial page enabling donations 
for breast cancer research in Anne’s 
memory will be set up at the BC Cancer 
Foundation website. Contact gmgw@
shaw.ca for information. Donations in 
her name can also be made to Van Dusen 
Gardens, Vancouver.
Gordon Watson

Ulrike (Uschi) Eyding  
(nee Graf)
September 8, 1944 - May 16, 2020

Uschi was born on September 8, 
1944 in Solingen, Germany to Dr. 

Kurt and Hannah Graf. She enjoyed her 
childhood and fondly recalled the large 
garden at her grandparents’ place, which 
provided old fashioned delights such as 
plum cakes for her birthday in autumn.
When she was 18, she met Horst Eyding 
at a party and they married in 1966. She 
kept the invitation to this party all of her 
life. Although they separated in 2010, 
their friendship never faltered.
Uschi was a brave soul, trading the 
familiarity and safety of small-town life 
for adventures abroad. Once married, 
she left Germany to live in South 
Africa, where Horst had obtained work. 
Next, she ventured to Canada, where 
she gave birth to her daughter Nicola. 
The following year she left Canada for 

Jersey (Channel Islands) and welcomed 
her son Sean. Jersey was one of her 
favorite places and a picture of the view 
from her living room window still hangs 
in her house today.
Her life entailed more travel until 
she settled in the Yukon in 1988. She 
was a successful realtor at ReMax in 
Whitehorse and enjoyed her job very 
much. She raised her children there 
and was a hit among their friends, who 
appreciated her relaxed personality, 
great cooking, and genuine warmth. 
Besides traditional German food, she 
raised her family on adventurous dishes 
from around the world and retained a 
love of cooking long into her retirement. 
She had a well stocked sweet cupboard 
and always had a selection of cookies, 
chocolates, and bonbons on hand for 
visitors and grandchildren.
She filled each home to the brim with 
antiques and treasures from both her and 
her husband’s parents and grandparents’ 
childhood homes, and scoured flea 
markets, thrift stores, and auctions for 
interesting finds. Although she moved 
many times, each home felt cozy, 
familiar, and welcoming. On display 
were porcupine quills, crystals, and 
copper pots, and various artifacts from 
her world travels. Her grandchildren 
frequently found treasures to inquire 
about and were permitted to take some 
of their favorites.
The beauty and ruggedness of the Yukon 
captured her spirit and she settled there 
for almost twenty years before following 
her son and his family to Lethbridge. In 
2013, she moved to Pender Island to 
be closer to her daughter’s family. She 
quickly immersed herself in her new 
community and joined various clubs, 
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such as the carpet bowling league, the 
Garden Club, and the Newcomers Club. 
She frequently visited the library, as she 
was a voracious reader; she kept active 
in Ella’s yoga classes, and volunteered 
at the Nu-To-Yu. Uschi made friends 
easily wherever she went and kept her 
friends for life, no matter the distance 
that separated them. On Pender, she 
found lovely new friends - and even old 
friends from the Yukon - and met them 
regularly for coffee at Slow Coast and 
the bakery. She was blessed to have very 
caring neighbours whom she loved.
Uschi had a beautiful patio filled with 
flowers and plants of all colours. Among 
her favourites were petunias, begonias, 
and geraniums. She had a green thumb 
that her granddaughter inherited and 
frequently discussed how to grow 
interesting plants from seed with her.
Seven years ago she found she had end 
stage kidney disease and she bravely 
began her life-supporting dialysis 
treatments without much fuss. As each 
year passed, her health challenges 
multiplied. Despite that, until the very 
end she rarely complained and quietly 
soldiered on. When she decided that she 

had really done everything she could to 
squeeze as many days on this planet as 
possible, she quickly ended treatment 
and went peacefully in a matter of hours.
Her family misses her greatly. She is 
forever in our hearts and will never be 
forgotten.
We can not express our thanks enough 
for the excellent care that she received 
on Pender Island (and in Victoria too of 
course). To the beloved Nurses, Nurse 
Practitioner, the doctors, the paramedics, 
the Better at Home and Beacon 
Services staff, and the entire warm and 
professional medical team at the Pender 
Medical Clinic, each and every one of 
you made it possible for Uschi to stay at 
home until the last two days of her life, 
which is just as she wished.
Uschi passed away on May 16, 2020 at 
the age of 75 at the Saanich Peninsula 
Hospital. She is survived by her sisters 
Susan and Renate, her husband Horst, 
daughter Nicola (Stephen), son Sean 
(Badi’ih), and grandchildren: Eli, 
Ava, Nuala, Izzy, and Donnie. She is 
predeceased by her parents and her 
brother Thomas.

A celebration of her life will take place 
in June. In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to the Kidney Foundation of 
Canada.
Eyding  and  Rober ts  fami l ies

Michelle Bellemare Remembers 
Uschi

A Fond Farewell

I am so sad at the loss of my dear 
friend Uschi Eyding. Most of you 

will remember her from her many years 
volunteering at the Nu-To-Yu. You could 
also find her sitting at Medicine Beach 
with a book in her hands, enjoying the 
solitude and the peace there...listening 
to the waves lap at the shoreline. She 
was quick to say hello when you met her 
at the shops and always had a way about 
her that was so welcoming.  She was 
a treasure in my life and her very very 
dry humour always had me in giggles. 
Sometimes, as some of her other friends 
said, she would say things that made 
you wonder, “did that really happen?” 
or “does she really want to do that?,” 
only to realize she was pulling our leg.  
Always supportive and a great listener, 
never judging or saying a negative 
word, she was everything I valued most 
in a friend. She had ideas on how to help 
during troubling moments, or ways of 
talking that let you know she heard and 
understood what you were trying to say.  
If I didn’t call her within a day or two 
then she would call me. 
She loved her deck which was filled 
with color from spring to fall and 
especially adored her Gerbera Daisies 
and Purple Petunias.  Mind you, her 
deck recently was filled with everything 
from tangerine and vivid reds to pinks 
and purples and every color in between.  
It was a sight for sure! We shared our 
love of flowers and chatted many times 
about new varieties and colors.  We 
laughed a lot and shared fun stories 
of our past adventures...hers up north 
and as a Real Estate Agent and me 
circumnavigating North America while 
in the Coast Guard. We shared stories 
on travel and places we had lived and 
visited...our conversations were never 
dull.  She loved her “coffee” outings and 
lunch with friends and she was animated 
in recalling her fond memories of life.  
She loved her grandkids and being with 
her family and you felt the closeness she 
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had with them when they were together.  
She meant the world to me and everyone 
who met her, and a piece of my heart 
went with her when she joined God in 
heaven.  This quote has special meaning 
to me and I wanted to share it with you 
... “We need to grieve the ones we have 
loved and lost in this lifetime - not to 
sustain our connection to suffering, but 
to sustain our connection to love.”
I will miss Uschi greatly. My love goes 
out to her family and the many friends 
she shared her life with. God bless you 
all and may you find peace for your 
souls.

Viola Mary Stolzmann  
(nee Bettcher)
August 3, 1934 - May 13, 2020

On Wednesday May 13 at 10 pm, 
Viola passed away in Hillside 

Village in Salmon Arm, BC at the age of 
85. Viola was born on a farm on August 
3, 1934 in Saskatchewan. As a child 
she moved to BC with her family. All 
her life Viola was involved in church 
life: youth groups, choirs, or as a board 
member. Viola was an athletic outdoors 
person enjoying baseball, skiing, 
hiking. fishing, camping, and sailing. 
She had a successful career with Shell 
Canada for over 25 years. Viola met and 
married Manfred Stoltzmann and they 
resided in New Westminster until their 
retirement, when they moved to Pender 
Island where they built a beautiful home 
together. In her retirement Viola sailed, 
travelled, and learned how to paint. She 

loved being with family and always 
enjoyed having visitors to Pender. Her 
life on Pender included many friends 
who were like family to her.
Viola is predeceased by her loving 
husband, Manfred Stoltzmann; father, 
Walter Bettcher; mother, Pauline 
Bettcher; and brothers-in-law, Siegfred 
Kammholz and Edward Wiens. She is 
survived by her sister, Loreen Wiens; 
brother, Lawrence Fred Bettcher(Lynda); 
sister-in-law, Vera Mash(Gunter); and 
sister-in-law, Rita Kammholz. Viola is 
also survived by many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, great-nephews, and many 
friends.
The family would like to thank the 
Hillside Village staff for all the care and 
love they gave Viola. In lieu of flowers 
please make a donation to the Heart and 
Stroke foundation.
Online condolences may be sent to 
Viola’s family through her obituary at 
www.bowersfuneralservice.com.
Sto lzmann Fami ly

the artS

Pender Island Art Society

I am having a hard 
time wrapping my 

head around life now, 
and life as it was a short 
two and a half months 

ago. As a group that meets regularly and 
has had much planned for the last two 
months, social distancing and isolating 
with our immediate households has 
meant that we can’t gather as we’d have 
liked to. I can say with satisfaction that 
we’ve done our best to share some of our 
work even though we weren’t able to 
hold our “Brush With Spring” Art Show 
as planned. Necessity is the mother of 
invention, as they say!
Jane Baker put together a website and 
online show while working with a tight 
timeline and a rather rigid platform. This 
has helped PIAS move in the direction 
that we’ve been meaning to explore for 
some time now. Jane and Peter Paré 
collaborated to send me this update:
Even though the Pender Island Art 
Society website was brand new and 
launched just prior to the virtual show 

 

Monday - Friday 10am-6am 
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm

 

IBS or Irritable Bowel Syndrome
No one wishes to experience the intestinal 
discomfort associated with IBS. It can 
evolve from simple embarrassment to a 
very painful condition. Symptoms are: 
bloating, heartburn, flatulence, eructation 
(belching), abdominal pain, cramps, and 
diarrhea or constipation.

Symptoms can disappear, then reappear. 
Having a bowel movement may provide 
some relief. Although it is unpleasant, IBS 
does not increase the risk of cancer of the 
digestive tract.

There are several known contributing 
factors and triggers of IBS, including: 
genetic predisposition, infection, such 
as gastroenteritis, emotional or chronic 
stress, food poisoning, sedentariness, a 
decrease of the amount of “good” bacteria 
in the intestine, a hormonal imbalance 
which often occurs during menstruation, 
taking certain drugs, and an intolerance 
to certain foods, like lactose, or fiber (in 
some vegetables or bread).

Here is some advice on symptom 
management:

• Drink plenty of water.

• Reduce your consumption of 
irritating drinks such as coffee, tea, 
soft drinks or alcoholic drinks.

• Eat smaller portions.

• Avoid foods that trigger your 
symptoms.

• Exercise regularly.

• Maintain good sleep hygiene.

• Use relaxation techniques to reduce 
your stress level.

Ask your pharmacist if taking certain 
supplements (probiotics, ground flaxseed, 
etc.) or medication (prescription or over-
the-counter) could be beneficial.

p
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dates, it was quite successful and drew 
quite a bit of traffic. That was thanks 
to those members and individuals on 
Pender Island who helped to pass the 
word along. The result was that there 
were a number of sales, including to 
patrons who were out of province, and 
quite a few visitors from across Canada 
and the US. We hope to keep improving 
on and expanding, the website and 
will continue to add embers’ artwork 
on a regular basis. If you haven’t had 
a chance to see the new website, go to 
penderislandart.com and have a look 
around. And please, suggestions are 
always welcome so let us know what 
you think!
Many thanks to both Peter, who was the 
real impetus to get the website running, 
and Jane, who logged the hours to get it 
done. Members need to notify Jane and 
let her know if they’d like pieces from 
the show moved into the gallery and 
if those pieces are for sale and at what 
price.
Like the many other groups on-island 
and around the country, we wait till we 
can resume more normal operations and 
we look forward to hosting our more 

traditional art show in November.
On another note, our 2019/2020 term is 
wrapping up, which means we need to be 
thinking of how our 2020/2021 season 
is going to look. I’d like members to 
reflect on the group and think about their 
involvement for next year. A number of 
the executive members have slogged 
in the trenches for a while and would 
like a change; most positions involve 
a relatively small amount of work. I’m 
feeling a fresh writer for The Pender Post 
would be a good thing. Also a few more 
“Directors at Large” would be helpful in 
terms of helping to spread the load and 
more members to simply bounce ideas 
off. Please consider sharing a bit of your 
time and expertise with the group and let 
anyone on the executive know if you’re 
willing to take on more of an investment 
in our group.
Brenda S ledz insk i ,     
PIAS Secre tary 

Pender Island   
Celtic Music Society

Seven years ago on 
June 24, this former 
Quebecer landed on 
Pender Island as a 
resident. Knowing 
that I was coming, the 

Band members had asked Marie, who 
was already a drummer: “Does he have 
a kilt?” (as if any decent human being 
was supposed to have one) and, thinking 
of the Ceilidh Band: “Does he play an 
instrument?” Marie had assured them 
that I did indeed play the guitar, but I 
did not know if what I could do with that 
instrument would fit with the repertoire 
and the style of the Ceilidh Band.
The Thursday night following my 
arrival was practice night for the Ceilidh 
Band, in preparation for Canada Day, 
the following Monday. Just in case, 
I had put the guitar in the trunk of the 
car: better to bring it and not use it than 
leave it at home and regret it. After 
being introduced, I was asked whether 
I had brought my guitar. A quick look at 
the music sheets made me realize that I 
could indeed play the chords.
The first piece was Scotland the Brave, 
which the Ceilidh Band was playing at 
the time. After one bar, I was overflowed 
with the joy of being wrapped in the 
sound of the group. Playing and singing 
by oneself is one thing; making music 
in a group is something else. Marie was 
sitting across from me, with her drum, 
watching my reaction. She says that 
when she saw the big smile on my face, 
she thought “it is going to work.”
By the end of the practice, I was a 
member of the Ceilidh Band. I was 
playing the instrumental pieces with the 
group, and I had begun to learn a few 
new English songs, even solo verses. 
I had heard that there was a saying, a 
rule of wisdom, when you come to the 
Island: do not make any commitments 
in the first year. It had taken me four 
days to join the Ceilidh Band...
On Canada Day, at the beginning of 
the Ceilidh Band performance after the 
dinner, I was invited to sing a verse of O 
Canada in French. And on it went. I had 
truly become a Penderite.
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Two weeks later, Jim Dunlop suggested 
that I could learn the tenor drum 
flourishes. One month later, I was with 
the Pipe Band...in my new kilt, on the 
ferry to the Mayne Island Fall Fair. But 
you already know that; it was my first 
article in the September issue of The 
Pender Post...seven years ago.
Denis  Dion

Pender Island   
Community Choir

These are very strange times and 
the Community Choir Board and 

directors are very unsure about the future 
for the choir right now. We are hoping to 
be able to make a more informed decision 
during the summer regarding September 
start-up and scheduling of a Winter 
concert in December. As mentioned last 

month, the AGM has been postponed 
but we will inform members of future 
arrangements, whether by Zoom, in 
person, or email.
Many thanks to our director Steph 
Jackson and accompanist Sabrina 
Werbowski for putting in many extra 
hours of preparation to allow us to sing 
together online for the few months. 
Many have found it is good to stay 
connected and sing together.
We are pleased to report that the choir 
did receive funds from the gaming 
grant for 2020, which left us with some 
remaining funds in the account. The 
Board voted to pay a bonus to Steph 
and Sabrina, put funds in a choir music 
reserve, and donate $600 to the Pender 
Island Young Violins, who generously 
play at all the choir concerts.

Let’s hope we are all together singing 
and enjoying music this fall.  Stay safe 
and healthy.
Terry  Shepherd ,    
Communicat ions  L ia ison

Pender Island   
Quilters’ Circle

Social distanc-
ing: what a 

great new word 
here on Pender Island and especially for 
the Quilters. Small groups of three and 
four have slowly been gathering togeth-
er on their regular day, sitting six feet 
apart, bringing their own coffee, and the 
show and share has been wonderful. Re-
cently the Nine Patch gals had a special 
party for Flyn Thomas as she prepares 
to move from Pender Island. Memories 
shared, over years of quilting together. 
This group has been the mainstay of our 
membership from the very beginning 
days. We wish Flyn and Chuck all the 
best in their new home and we hope she 
will keep in touch with us.
Social distancing happened also in 
Donna’s car port and these quilters 

Denis  Dion ,  the  now Bass  Drummer.  Photo  by  Tom Hobley
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showed their COVID-19 staying safe 
projects. Cindy delighted us with a 
mystery quilt by Cozy Quilt Designs 
called Buds and Blooms which was so 
wonderfully put together. Karen Watson 

had Hearts-a-Plenty with a Daphne Greig 
quilt. Martha finished two quilts with 
exciting names like Orange Peel which 
was full of color and the Stash Buster 
with the Square Dance block. Janet was 

busy knitting and had made some lovely 
knitting bags to carry her recent projects 
from place to place. Karen G finished 
her Yellow Brick road and it is safely 
on her granddaughter’s bed. Donna 
got busy with the Daphne Greig table 
runner and with her expertise at ripping 
out and putting back together she has a 
beauty to grace her dining room table. 
The wonderful world of email has been 
so great with finished projects flying 
around the Island. So much talent. Laura 
has been keeping herself busy although 
she says and I quote “I usually know it’s 
‘today’ or ‘this day’ and not ‘that day’ or 
the ‘other day,’ I just don’t know what 
day it really is.” So, in spite of what day 
it really is, Laura has been busy in her 
sewing room, the Rooster finished and a 
lovely quilt for her grandson with Orca 
and dolphins from Pinterest.  Others 
too have been finishing up work from 
the past. Susan Purney-Mark has been 
Grandma extra-ordinaire with her two 
young grandsons to look after, keeping 
them safe from the virus so that her 
frontline worker daughter and husband 
can help, so not much quilting for her. 
We all have our stories I am sure. Above 
you will see another great montage, this 
one put together by Charlotte Edwards, 
of our quilters work. The quirky 
Roosters on this page, and beside these 
lovely creations is the queen of birds, 
the Heron, put together by Eleanor as 
shown above.  Join us when we next 
meet; you will be most welcome.
This month is a heartfelt one for most of 
us who know and love Sharon Salmon. 

Blue  Heron by  Eleanor  Hes lop
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Sharon has been on Pender since the 
early 70s, coming to Pender for holidays 
and summers for many years. Glenn and 
Sharon built their home on Anchor Way 
and retired for good in 1997. Quilting has 
been a passion for Sharon and her lovely 
works can be seen on the quilt rack in her 
home. Sharon’s stained-glass window 
was featured last month in the montage.  
Sharon will be truly missed by her Nine 
Patch quilters, especially by Eleanor 
Heslop, who is her dear neighbor, and 
who also introduced Sharon to quilting in 
1999; she has loved it ever since. Sharon 
has had some rough years but has come 
through them with that lovely smile and 
the friends she has made on Pender. She 
has always been ready to give a helping 
hand to our membership. Don’t be a 
stranger, Sharon. We will love to hear 
from you when you are settled in your 
new home at the Astoria Senior Housing 
in Port Coquitlam. Sharon will be close 
to her daughter Michelle and Ken and her 
lovely granddaughters Taya and Jessie.
Stay safe, keep your social distancing 
down to the maximum. Pender has done 
a great job so far; let’s keep it that way. 
Keep your emails coming...this show 
and share has been exciting.  Happy 
Father’s Day
Karen  Gagnier

Pender Solstice   
Theatre Society

Despite the fact 
island gatherings 

are still prohibited, 
Solstice Theatre hasn’t 

been sitting still, though we have been 
mainly sitting.
We had a virtual AGM last month and 
want to thank retiring Board members 
Keith Smith and Nancy Westell for all 
their hard work. They may have stepped 
down from the Board but both have said 
they will continue to be involved in 
future Solstice productions.
We want to say a special thanks to our 
retiring president, Keith. Keith has 
been instrumental in setting a strong, 
forward path for the club. He created 
two fabulous pantos that were truly 
community events. He was our set 
builder extraordinaire and the force 
behind many technical improvements 

including the trailer, lighting systems, 
stage upgrades, and the overhead 
lighting truss. Keith, along with his wife 
Tilly, deserve enormous thanks for all 
their work and goodwill.
As well as being an incredible prop and 
costume person, Nancy has worked 
hard keeping track of members and 
the membership list. We are excited 
she will continue her involvement in 
productions. Thank you, Nancy.
This year our new Board is: Evan 
Llewellyn, President; Rutger Kamphuis, 
Vice-President; Barb Pender, Treasurer; 
and Margaret Alpen, Secretary; as well 
as Tammy Adolph, Jane Harrison, Helen 
Lemon-Moore, Barry Mathias, Karen 
Parker, and Joy Thierry Llewellyn.
Our plans for Four Weddings and an 
Elvis are still on hold and we hope to 
perform this play for you in late October 
but, of course, we don’t know what 
the situation will be then, so we will 
keep you informed. We are, however, 
experimenting with a virtual play 
reading. Here On The Flight Path is 
a Norm Foster comedy in three acts, 
and we plan to have this play reading 
via Zoom. If you want to stay up-

to-date regarding all things Solstice, 
consider joining our theatre society; 
membership is only $5. Send an email 
to pendersolstice@gmail.com. Or fill 
out a form in the Solstice folder at the 
real estate office.
We hope you will stay healthy, and we 
want to thank everyone for their efforts 
in keeping all our fellow Penderites safe. 
We look forward to our island returning 
to the outgoing, performing-art-loving 
community it is.
Rutger  Kamphuis

Ptarmigan Arts

As our attention has 
shifted from in-person 

programming to a more 
virtual approach, we have 
been focusing our efforts 

on reaching those who are facing greater 
isolation to bring some light and well-
being into people’s lives. Some of our 
programs haven’t been getting as much 
limelight, but their impact has been great 
thanks to the wonderful facilitators and 
community members we get to partner 
with.  See ad on page 56.
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Singing for Fun, Singing for Joy

Last month we worked with Mary 
Reher to put together a Singing for 
Fun, Singing for Joy package for 
those who had registered for the most 
recent session that we had to cancel. 
We burned CDs with songs from 
the session that Mary recorded, and 
printed a songbook with the lyrics and 
encouraging messages. We delivered 
each of these happy packages, complete 
with flowers fresh from Mary’s garden, 
to the participants so they can continue 
to enjoy the healing power of music and 
singing even without meeting in person.
Summer School of the Arts

We are looking forward to this year’s 
Summer School of the Arts! This year 
our camps will look a little bit different 
as we are working on a way to provide 
activities in a safe way for our youth and 
community. We are planning two weeks 
of Art in Nature and Music Discovery 
for ages 6-12 as well as a new Music 
Production camp for older youth. The 
method of delivery for both camps 
will be announced shortly as we work 
within government guidelines. Info and 
registration can be found on our website 

www.ptarmiganarts.org/programs.
Virtual Community Gathering

On Fridays we are continuing our 
Virtual Community Gathering with 
performances that are either pre-recorded 
or live-streamed on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/ptarmiganartsbc. 
Even though we are limited in our social 
interactions, the power of music still 
has a way of connecting humanity and 
bringing us together. If you missed one 
of the performances, you can find an 
archive of all the Virtual Community 
Gatherings on the Ptarmigan Arts 
YouTube channel.
Ukulele Strums

We are still holding our live Ukulele 
Strums via Zoom on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. We’ve 
had some guests from Alberta join us 
as well, and it’s always a good time to 
sing and play together. Register on our 
website to get the Zoom code and join at 
www.ptarmiganarts.org/programs.
The Gallery at Ptarmigan Arts

The Gallery is undergoing some 
changes as we are saying goodbye to 
Kim Pollard, who has been curating the 

shows since we opened late last year. 
Kim has done a fantastic job of turning 
the Gallery into a gathering place and 
artistic hub and has built community 
with many of the local artists, giving 
us a strong foundation to go forward 
with. We are so sad to see her go, but 
we celebrate the new adventures she is 
embarking on. Kim will be curating one 
last show before she leaves and we are 
looking forward to a careful opening so 
the community can send her off in style. 
We will be announcing the specific 
details of the Gallery reopening on our 
social media and website, so stay tuned 
for that info.
For up-to-date details on our program 
offerings and the latest news from 
Ptarmigan Arts, stay connected 
with us through our website www.
ptarmiganarts.org.
Lauren  Mann

Southern Gulf Islands  
Arts Council
Arts on the Islands

The Regional Art Exhibition 
goes live online this month!

On Friday, June 26, 
the Southern Gulf 

Islands Arts Council 
unveils its first annual 
regional art exhibition 

Arts on the Islands. Everybody is 
welcome to attend and you don’t have 
to wear a mask because it’s all online. 
Dozens of artists from the four Southern 
Gulf Islands - Mayne, Pender, Galiano 
and Saturna - will be showing their work. 
The panel of jurors reviewing the art 
includes interdisciplinary artist Suzanne 
Northcott, SFCA; professional artist 
Rolando Lampitoc; and Rhys Edwards, 
artist and Assistant Curator of the Surrey 
Art Gallery. Prizes will be awarded 
based on their input, and viewers of the 
show will have the opportunity to vote 
for the People’s Choice winner.
Besides being presented online, the 
regional exhibition will be available 
as a full-colour catalogue. Every 
participating artist will receive a copy 
and a limited number will be available 
for purchase.
The Mayne Island Branch of the 
Southern Gulf Islands Arts Council 
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Minor Repairs / Small Projects / Tiling / Flooring
Carpentry / Painting / Fencing / Window Cleaning

Pressure Washing
Great Rates!

Phone: 250-889-6351  •  Email: kkzm15012@gmail.com
Pender Island, BC

Handyman Services

mounted its first online show a couple 
months ago and the response has been 
outstanding. While nothing compares to 
seeing a work of art in person, during 
this time of physical distancing we can 
still enjoy the beautiful and eclectic 
work of local and regional artists online 
from the comfort of home, and many 
people are doing exactly that. The 
beauty of an online art exhibition is that 
it has an opening date but it doesn’t need 
to be taken down to make wall space for 
the next show. Additionally, you don’t 
have to travel to see the show; you can 
be anywhere in the world as long as you 
have an internet connection. 
We expect “Arts on the Islands” to be a 
resounding success that showcases our 
region’s artists to the local community 
and beyond. Visit www.artsontheislands.
org to see the show starting June 26.
Deborah S trong

CommuNity ServiCeS

North Pender    
Local Trust Committee

Despite the ongoing 
concerns over 

the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

on our islands, the work of your local 
trust committee continues on North 
Pender Island. For the remainder of 
our term, we will be working on a 
groundwater management plan, as 
well as critically important work with 
our bylaw review process that is about 
to begin. This bylaw review process 
will involve extensive community 
consultation. 

The objectives of the bylaw review are 
to amend various regulations in the 
Land Use Bylaw (LUB) to implement 
policies in the Official Community Plan 
(OCP), to address legislative changes, 
and to make technical and other minor 
amendments to the LUB.
In the scope of the amendments to 
the LUB regulations, based on OCP 
policies and technical and minor LUB 
amendments, are the following:
• Residential dwelling floor areas
• Lot clustering through conservation 

subdivision
• Tourist commercial zoning amend-

ments
• Marine and shoreline zoning
• Agricultural amendments relating to 

ALR Act of Regulation changes
• Industrial zoning regulation amend-

ments
• Minor or technical amendments
• Amendments to regulations to imple-

ment climate change policies added 
to OCP in 2010

• Bylaw formatting consistent with 
model LUB

• Consequential amendments to the 
OCP if required to fully implement 
in-scope regulatory changes

Out of Scope in this bylaw review will 
be the following:
• Substantive policy amendments to 

the OCP
• Significantly amended or new Devel-

opment Permit Areas
• OCP Mapping amendments establish-

ing new land use designations
• Substantive regulatory changes to the 

LUB not identified in current OCP 
policies.

I’m looking forward to updating our 
bylaws in order to address the needs of 
our climate emergency. Updating these 
bylaws will have a significant positive 
impact on preserving and protecting our 
islands. When we finally get through 
this challenging time as a result of the 
pandemic, we will face an even greater 
challenge with adapting to our changing 
climate. The work begins locally, and 
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Western
F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

your LTC is taking the right steps to 
ensure the environment remains our 
number one priority.  Stay safe and well. 
Ben McConchie

South Pender    
Local Trust Committee

A new era for the Islands Trust to 
hold electronic meetings has begun 

as a result of COVID-19. On May 1, 
2020, the South Pender Local Trust 
Committee met at the South Pender Fire 
Hall parking lot to pass the necessary 
procedural bylaw. A Special Meeting 
will be held online at 10:30 am, June 
4, 2020, to discuss business matters 
and present staff reports regarding the 
Short Term Vacation Rentals surveys 
and Alternative Housing considerations, 
to the public. An update on the Water 
Sustainability Study will also be 
discussed. The full agenda is on the 
South Pender page of the Islands Trust 
website.
The public is able to attend these 
meetings on a Webinar Zoom format 
online through the following link https://
islandstrust.zoom.us/s/68301044217

To join the webinar by phone in Canada, 
855-703-8985 (Toll Free), and in the 
US, 888-475-4499 (Toll Free).  The 
webinar ID is 683 0104 4217.
As we are now moving towards some 
relaxation of travel restrictions and the 
re-opening of facilities and businesses, 
I’d like to remind everyone that this 
does not mean the threat of infection is 
entirely over. For the elderly, for those 
in poor health, and particularly anyone 
living with a compromised immune 
system, COVID-19 will never be over 
until an effective vaccine is found, and 
by all accounts, this will not happen for 
several months.
Please continue to listen and adhere 
to the recommendations of our Public 
Health Officer (PHO), Dr. Bonnie 
Henry.  At this time, the Stay at Home 
request is still in place and non-essential 
travel is restricted.
Our business owners need to re-open 
and many people need to get back to 
work as soon as possible, particularly 
those in the service and tourism industry 
who have been hit the hardest. People 
are also wanting some “normalcy” back 
in their lives by being able to leave 

the house, visit friends and family, 
and return to their favourite venues. 
However, as we do so, it will continue to 
be important that we be mindful that this 
crisis is not entirely over given COVID-
19’s unpredictable contagious nature.
Our community will undoubtedly 
begin seeing more visitors over the 
next few weeks if and when the PHO 
has confidence that health risks are 
diminishing. They should be welcomed 
and their contribution to our local 
economy appreciated. It is reasonable 
to expect them to practice the protocols 
of social distancing and wearing masks 
in areas that tend to be crowded, but 
if anyone finds that is not happening, 
then it is best to move away and avoid 
a confrontation.
Finally, I’d like to express my admiration 
to everyone who, over the past eight 
weeks of diligent effort to adhere to the 
precautionary protocols in spite of their 
inconvenience, has helped in curtailing 
the spread of COVID-19. We are indeed 
fortunate.
Steve  Wright ,    
s twr ight@is lands trus t .bc .ca

Magic Lake   
Property Owners’ Society
MLPOS

The Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society Board continues to defer in-

person meetings until such meetings are 
approved by public health authorities.  
Depending on timing, we may need to 
find an alternative to our usual location 
at the school.   In the meantime, the 
Board will communicate to Magic Lake 
Property Owners’ Society members and 
the general public via the Magic Lake 
Property Owners’ Society website at 
magiclake.ca; and via our Facebook 
page, Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society.
Signs remain posted at the tennis courts 
and at the Sea Urchin playground 
at the tennis courts, which lay out 
precautionary measures to help stall 
the spread of COVID-19 at these two 
facilities.
Activity at the marina is ramping up.  
Contracts have been sent out.  There 
remain a few boaters who have yet to 
return their contracts.  Our marina team 
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and Office Manager are following up 
with the late-comers.  Our Treasurer is 
also busy with payments from marina 
slip holders.
Not only does the society operate and 
manage facilities owned by the society, 
but also MLPOS provides advocacy and 
liaison roles with various government 
agencies and other groups and societies 
associated with residents of Magic Lake 
Estates.  Please consider joining if you 
have not already done so.
The Magic Lake Property Owners 
Society Board normally meets on the 
second Monday of the month at the 
school at 4 pm. There may be a June 
8 meeting if a venue can be found that 
satisfies COVID-19 protocols.  Keep 
an eye on the MLPOS website and 
Facebook page as the June 8 date grows 
closer.
Please stay healthy, kind, and patient. 
Look in on your neighbours. Keep your 
sense of humour and make new friends 
in those line-ups.
Kathy  Gi lber t

Magic Lake Water and 
Sewer Committee

Strange times continue.  Your 
committee met by teleconference for 

the regularly scheduled meeting in May.   
At this time, we reviewed the Request 
for Proposals received regarding the 
engineering of the upgrades to our 
collection system.  Stantech was awarded 
the contract.  To that end, engineers and 
surveyors will be on island in June and 
July to do what they need to do to move 
this project forward.

In February we applied for a grant to 
assist with the overall sewer system 
upgrade; this grant will not cover 
anything to do with the collection 
system as such and we are proceeding 
with these upgrades. We expect to hear 
in 2021 if our application for the grant 
is successful.
One of the things community members 
were interested in was the ability to 
make a one-time payment, rather than 
having to make annual payments as part 
of property taxes.  This is in the works; 
however, CRD Finance is working on 
figuring out the logistics of how to make 
this happen.  CRD Finance has advised 
us that everyone on the sewer system 
will see the first payment on our taxes 
this year, and once they figure out the 
one-time payment, this year’s payment 
will be applied to the one-time payment 
option.
As we head into another apparently dry 
year, we once again ask people to be 
aware of their water consumption: hand 
water, use hoses with shut offs, shower 
with a friend.  Stay safe.
Kathy  Hes lop

Moving Around Pender
MAP

Community Bus

MAP will not be 
operating a scheduled 

Community Bus Service 
this summer.  There are a 
number of reasons. 
Firstly, the Community Bus 

was a pilot project designed to show 
the CRD and BC Transit that there is 
an appetite for public transportation 
on Pender. The pilot finished last year 
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and it has had some effect.  Combined 
with other similar pilots on the other 
Southern Gulf Islands, the pilot has 
helped to stimulate the CRD to advocate 
for an integrated Southern Gulf Island 
Transportation strategy. In a recent letter 
to the Minister of Transportation CRD 
Director Howe proposed:
• Support for public transit on the 

Southern Gulf Islands to parallel the 
very successful BC Transit service 
that operates on Salt Spring Island

• Investment in active transportation 
road improvements and cycling infra-
structure on the islands.

The other reasons we are not running the 
scheduled service are driver fatigue, lack 
of operating funding, and COVID-19!  
The bus drivers are all volunteers and 
although they all greatly enjoyed driving 
the bus it gets to seem like a job when 
you have to do it too often. We had an 
excellent summer student who did a lot of 
the driving last year but with COVID-19 
any summer students will be engaged in 
different activities this summer.  With 
accelerating climate change, MAP 
believes it is inevitable that we will have 
publicly funded public transportation on 
Pender eventually and we believe that 
the Community Bus project contributed 
to accelerating this goal.  
Trails

MAP continues to advocate for trails. 
Trails can be used for recreation and/
or transportation. The Pender Island 
Parks and Recreation Commission does 
a great job of building and maintaining 
an extensive network of recreational 
trails on Pender Island. These are on 
public right of ways or easements.  MAP 
primarily advocates for transportation 

trails.  These could be roadside trails on 
Ministry of Transport right-of-ways or 
on private land.
Recently MAP and PIPRC combined 
to create a new loop trail. The George 
Hill Trail within George Hill Park now 
hooks up to a MAP trail, George Hill 
East Trail, on private land to enable 
walkers to do a circle route.  PIPRC 
has installed a sign to indicate the new 
linkage (pictured).  
Car Stops

The long-term influence of COVID-19 
on public transportation is uncertain. 
The sheltering-in-place and social 
distancing strategies have drastically 
reduced use of buses and ride-sharing 
services, resulting in dramatically 
improved air quality. However, there 
may be a reluctance to use public 
transportation as the economy re-starts. 
We are not advocating use of Car Stops 
till directives about social distancing are 
relaxed.
Peter  Paré

Outer Gulf Islands  
RCMP-GRC

It has truly been a spring 
for the record books and 

the Outer Gulf Islands 
RCMP would like to thank 
everyone for doing their 

part in keeping the communities safe and 

healthy, by adhering to social distancing 
recommendations. Not only have our 
communities rallied to support and keep 
each other healthy, but it has been done 
in a truly responsible manner resulting 
in an approximate 15% decrease in calls 
for service to our detachment.
However, with that being said, we are 
seeing a marked increase in driving and 
motor vehicle act infractions across the 
islands. In particular a large number of 
unlicensed drivers and vehicles without 
insurance have been stopped in recent 
months.  These infractions come with 
large fines ranging from $276 for “no 
drivers licence” to $598 for “driving 
without insurance” in addition to the 
vehicle being towed or impounded.   
With a goal of keeping our roads safe, 
traffic enforcement continues to be an 
area of focus for the detachment.
Recently members responded to a 
suspected break and enter to a seasonal 
residence. Calls of this nature are not 
overly common, however do happen at 
this time of the year as people return to 
their places after months away. In this 
particular circumstance it was clear 
entry had been gained by an insecure 
door and the intruders had not caused 
any damage, however had utilized the 
bed for what could be described as a 
“cat nap,” As members continued their 
investigation it was clear the home 
owners had been victim to one or more 
“pawlific offenders” as feline prints 
were located at the entry and exit point. 
As no feline print database is available 
the furry suspects were not able to be 
identified. One could argue this event 
had the purrfect outcome as it was 
determined local cats had found the 
insecure residence, rather than a person.
This is a good reminder for everyone 
to ensure your doors and windows are 
locked.   Exterior motion lights, and 
security or video monitoring systems are 
also fantastic deterrents for intruders.  
Additionally, being good neighbors, 
looking out for each other, or having a 
local contact to check on your residence 
when away provide an extra layer of 
security.
With the warm summer weather 
nearing and people taking to the water 
to enjoy a swim or isolate on a vessel, 
we would like to take this opportunity 

Inspired�Education
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Port�Washington�Montessori�Children’s�House

in�a�Licensed�Facility�with�an�accredited�Montessori�Educator
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Anne�Davis 250-629-6114BFA,�ECE,�SNE,�AMS

infant/toddler,�preschool,�out-of-school,�home�school�support
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to remind everyone public safety is of 
paramount importance to the Outer Gulf 
Islands detachment. We would like to 
remind everyone to continue to enjoy 
themselves in a safe, respectful, sober, 
and healthy manner as we will be out 
on the water checking for sobriety and 
required safety equipment.   
In closing, the Outer Gulf Islands 
RCMP continue to encourage you, as 
community members, to take a stand 
in keeping your community safe by 
reporting all suspicious incidents and 
concerning driving behaviours to us.  
We cannot fully address the community 
needs and ensure public safety without 
your help.  Please call the non-
emergency number 629-6171 (incidents 
not in progress) or 911 (in progress or 
fear for safety) at any time.
Cst .  Shemi l t ,  Outer  Gul f  I s lands 
RCMP Media  l ia i son

Pender Earth
The Post-Pandemic Peace and 
Plenty Climate Change Brigade

This is an action team that formed at 
the last Pender Earth community 

gathering. (The goal of Pender Earth 
is to find ways to act together to build 
resilience as a community while fighting 
climate change. Our May get-together 
was held virtually). 
What are we hoping to accomplish? We 
want to “keep the conversation going” 
- the COVID-induced discussions of 
big, important questions...to use the 
heightened awareness of our human 
precariousness and ability to develop 
new habits in the face of crisis brought 
on by the pandemic, to translate to new 
ways of thinking about and acting on the 
global climate emergency.
To that end, we want to encourage artists 
(writers, performers, musicians, and 
interested others) who are concerned 
about the climate emergency to write 
about it, and perhaps to perform their 
pieces. (No experience necessary).
We will also perhaps “take this show 
on the road” (that is, present it, along 
with facilitated discussions, at club and 
association meetings on Pender and 
maybe on other islands).
Why is this important? The pandemic 
has a lot of people posing big, important 

questions about what they want life 
to look like post-COVID. We want to 
encourage a green new world that takes 
climate change mitigation seriously, and 
we want to see if approaching this from a 
heart perspective (through art/language/
culture) might engage more people, or 
different people - or the same people in 
different ways. Please contact Bronwen 
Merle at bronwenmerle@gmail.com if 
you’d like to get involved. Everyone, of 
any age, is welcome! Again, experience 
is not necessary.
Jul ie  Johns ton

Pender Island   
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care and  
Family Resource Centre

Dragonfly, 
a l o n g 

with its 
playground, is closed until further 
notice. Please look for updates on our 
Facebook page.
AGM

Pender Island Child Care Society will 
hold its AGM via Zoom on June 23 at 
6:30 pm. If you are interested in attending 
or volunteering as a board member, 
please email Sarah Conley and she will 
send you a link to the Zoom meeting.
Child Care

We are accepting child care registrations 
for September. Please email us to reserve 
your child’s space.
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Cou-
pon Program

Pender Island Child Care Society has 
once again been accepted in the BC 
Farmer’s Market Nutrition Coupon 
Program. Each week, families will 
receive $21 worth of coupons to 
purchase produce, dairy, meat, and nuts 
from participating farmer’s markets. 
This will also include online sales. If 
your family is interested in participating, 
please email Sarah Conley.
Tru Value Foods Spirit Board

As a non profit organization we rely on 
donations, grants, and in kind support 
from our generous community and 
partners. Please consider contributing 
1% of your groceries to #15 on the Tru 
Value Foods community spirit board.

If you would like further information 
on Dragonfly activities, you can 
contact Sarah at 629-3039 or by email 
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com. The 
website is www.dragonflycentre.ca.
Sarah Conley

Pender Island   
Community Service Society
Nu-To-Yu

I’m sure many 
of you are 

in the same 
position I am in 

now (besides the obvious one of course).  
I’m taking the opportunity to do some 
cleaning and reorganizing, and now 
have a load of stuff to take to Nu-To-
Yu, but I can’t!  The pile in my basement 
just keeps growing.  If you can manage 
it, please don’t be tempted to take your 
pile someplace else.  When we are able 
to re-open, we will have a lot of lost 
time to make up for - and bursaries and 
grants to fill.
Several of our volunteers have been 
doing a thorough and organized clean-
up of the store (while social distancing!) 
in order to have it ready for when we 
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morning and afternoon
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yoga classes
morning and afternoon

all levels welcome 

Ph. 250.629.0051
To book a class or for more information:

in small Groups

are able to open.  We aren’t there yet, 
and we have to make sure we make it 
safe for the patrons and the staff to feel 
comfortable working and shopping 
there.   Please understand we want to 
open as much as you want to shop, but at 
the moment we don’t feel comfortable 
doing it.   We also have to abide by the 
Worksafe rules and those have to be 
approved before we can open.  We will 
let you know when and how we will 
open and what rules we will have for 
everyone’s safety.  
Our regular meeting, where we review 
the grants that we have received, is 
already overdue - and we don’t know 
when we’ll be able to reschedule it. 
Students, don’t forget to fill in and 
submit your bursary applications.  
School will be starting sometime and 
you’ll want to be prepared.
And yet again, during this time, please 
don’t leave any donations.  No one will 
be there to put them away, so they will 
just get damaged by the weather.
I will repeat this from last month.  
Instead of encouraging you to come and 
shop, I will just say that as much as you 

can, be careful and look after each other.  
We look forward to seeing you when we 
are again able to open the store.
Our president had a quote on her 
Facebook page today:  “Everyone said:  
I can’t wait until the time comes when 
I can go to Starbucks and Target.   I 
said:  Girl, I’m gonna be hitting the 
Thrift Store faster than a dog who hears 
a cookie drop on the floor.  We all know 
that everyone’s been cleaning out their 
basements and attics!”
Shei la  Veness

Pender Islands   
Conservancy
Introducing our new logo!

Our former logo was unclear in 
smaller formats and we felt it 

was time to streamline and simplify 
the visual representation of the 
Conservancy. As with the former logo, 
the new design includes both land and 
sea: a testament to the conservation 
and restoration work that we do both in 
marine and terrestrial ecosystems. The 
kingfisher is a species that requires land 

for nesting, and healthy aquatic systems 
for feeding, so in its own life history 
reflects the interface between land 
and sea that the Pender Conservancy 
is committed to protecting. Special 
thanks to Catherine Wilson and Clayton 
Meadows for donating their exceptional 
artistic talents on the design.
Thank you to everyone who participated 
in our Earth Week planting challenge! 
Over 30 households received trees, 
shrubs, and flowering herbaceous plants 
from the Conservancy, and others 
celebrated Earth Week by removing 
piles of Scotch broom from their 
properties.
Barn swallows are in full nesting mode; 
we want to know if you are lucky enough 
to have them nesting on your property. 
Contact Erin at erin.obrien7500@
gmail.com to have your nest locations 
added to our barn swallow nest map for 
the Penders.
Due to COVID-19, we have had to 
postpone several events: The Beach 
Clean-up will be held (tentatively) on 
September 12, so keep picking up beach 
litter and have it ready for disposal. Our 
AGM will likely be held in October, and 
our Nature Centre at Hope Bay will be 
opening as soon as it is safe to do so. 
Stay tuned to Facebook, our Instagram 
and webpage for updates.
Invasive species

We are all stewards of this land that 
we share with other species, and so it 
is important that we understand our 
responsibility to help restore balance 
to natural systems which have been 
degraded by human activities. There are 
many non-native species - especially 
plants - which have been introduced 
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directly or indirectly by humans and 
now commonly occur on our islands. 
When an introduced plant outcompetes 
native species to the point that it 
severely reduces biodiversity in an 
area and leads to the decline of native 
species and habitats, it is defined as an 
invasive species; it is essential that we 
remove these species to restore natural, 
balanced, and resilient ecosystems - 
especially in the face of other stressors 
like climate change. Our responsibility 
to control and remove invasive species 
goes beyond value judgements: whether 
or not we like the appearance or smell 
of a plant or its blooms is of little 
consequence compared to the destruction 
invasive species cause to our natural 
ecosystems, notably causing native 
species (and their associated native 
pollinators, consumers, etc.) to decline. 
One such invasive plant is Scotch 
broom (Cytisus scoparius); everyone on 
Pender Island is undoubtedly familiar 
with it, and we may well differ in our 
personal opinions about it. The simple, 
undeniable, scientific fact, however, 
is that it has displaced our native plant 
species, both through direct competition 
for space, and by making soil nutrients 
unavailable for other species; where it 
has been removed, these diverse native 
species flourish once again. To this 
end, the Pender Islands Conservancy, 
in collaboration with the Pender Island 
Community Hall, SGI Volunteer Centre 
and Gulf Islands Food Co-op, is assisting 
in the organization of the First Annual 
Ursula Poepel Memorial Broom Bash. 
This initiative is happening all over our 
islands right now.
How to remove broom

If you have broom on your property 
or along adjacent roadsides, all plants 
that you remove can be delivered to the 
designated area of the Community Hall 
parking lot, where they will be chipped 
for local farmers and gardeners to use 
in compost. Small plants can be pulled, 
but larger plants should be cut right at 
ground level. If you pull larger plants, 
this disturbs the soil and increases the 
probability of germination of seeds held 
in the soil, which can remain viable for 
decades. Removing the above-ground 
plants right now, when the plants are 
blooming and have directed all of their 
nutrients to above-ground parts, is the 

best way to ensure that cut plants do 
not re-sprout - but do not touch plants 
once seeds have set, as they will propel 
their up to 16,000 seeds in all directions 
in response to this disturbance. If you 
are unable to transport your pulled or 
cut broom plants to the Hall, we will 
be arranging to have volunteers with 
trucks come and pick up the plants for 
disposal on Saturday, June 6 - email 
Erin at erin.obrien7500@gmail.com 
to let us know where your plants are 
and a volunteer will pick them up 
for you. Watch Facebook for updates 
and announcements as this initiative 
continues, and get out there and bash 
some broom, in Ursula’s memory and to 
support our native species!
Erin  O’Brien

Pender Island   
Farmers’ Institute

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
impacting us all, the Farmers’ 

Institute is adjusting priorities to support 
the community during this crisis.  We 
encourage everyone to grow a garden 
and support our local food producers.  
We have been collaborating with other 

groups on the island and off-island to do 
our part in increasing access to food for 
our community.
We are here to help

If farmers need feed or other farm 
supplies from Victoria or Vancouver, 
we are picking up bulk orders every 2-4 
weeks as required.  Call or text Barb 
250-222-3817 or Richard 250-634-3166 
to request a pick-up and delivery, or 
email penderislandmarket@gmail.com.  
If you are not feeling well, we can help 
with livestock and poultry care, or with 
watering and gardening.
Pender Island Farmers’ Market

The Farmers’ Market is online anytime 
and at the Community Hall on Saturdays. 
The Farmers’ Market at the Hall is a 
food-only market until further notice: 
9:30 am - 1 pm (with seniors preferred 
at 9:30 - 10:30 am). The Farmers’ 
Market Nutrition Coupon Program 
begins this month, with our partners the 
Food Bank, Health Care Society, and 
Child Care Society as our partners.  If 
you are a low-income senior, family, or 
pregnant woman please contact one of 
our partners to apply for coupons.
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Adam Olsen MLA
Saanich North & the Islands

Thank you for
the opportunity
to serve you in 
the legislature.

I love the work that I do. 
It fires me up every day! 
WWe are in that chamber 
with integrity, standing 
up for what matters to us, 
and staying true to our values.  

With support by the BC Ministry of 
Agriculture and BC Farmers’ Markets 
we have signed up with Local Line 
to allow our vendors to connect with 
customers online - pay online and 
arrange for pick-up or delivery safely.   
It is a great time to join the Farmers’ 
Market, and the online option allows 
vendors to sell from their farm gate or 
farm stand, and for artisans to join us at 
https://www.localline.ca/pender-island-
farmers-institute
Send us your business name, your name, 
address, phone, and email so we can 
forward the information to Local Line.  
They will contact you with a password, 
and you can start setting up your online 
store.
A print brochure will also be prepared 
to go into mailboxes on Pender Island.  
This brochure will be advertising the 
online market and will also advertise 
the farm stands and farm gate sales 
available through the season.  If you 
want to be in our farm stand and 
farm gate sale brochure, please email 
penderislandmarket@gmail.com.

Food Hub

We have received funding to develop a 
food hub.  Before the announcement of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Farmers’ 
Institute received $17,485 for a Local 
Food Infrastructure Project from the 
Government of Canada.  This funding, 
and a matching amount from the 
Farmers’ Institute, will be for purchase 
of a refrigerator and freezer for the small 
barn behind the hall, for solar panels on 
the roof, improvements to the barn, and 
the development of an expanded food 
distribution system intended primarily 
for the at-risk and vulnerable people on 
the island.  We envision this to eventually 
be a mid-week food distribution market 
for farmers, focussed on the BC Farmers 
Market Nutrition Coupon Program 
which provides fresh local food for low 
income seniors, families, and pregnant 
women.  The nutrition coupon program 
will continue through the summer, and 
will be flexible to allow for pickup from 
individual farms that are part of the 
farmers’ market.
We will be updating the website pifi.ca 
to include COVID-19 tips for farmers 
and food producers as we wade through 
this uncertain and unsettling time.
It will also have a link to the online 
farmers’ market, and any other 
announcements regarding farm labour, 
feed and farm supply pick-up dates, etc. 
that need to be made.
AGM

Farmers’ Institute AGM will be Monday, 
June 15 at 5 pm through Zoom.  Please 
email penderislandmarket@gmail.com 
for agenda and details for call-in or 
online attendance.

Farmers’ Institute board of directors: 
Barbara Johnstone, Richard Piskor, 
Ben Kadel, Matthew Vasilev, Jodi 
Schamberger, Rod Knox, Ken Clarke, 
Glenn Grimmer, and Shawn Crichton.
Feed or Fertilizer

Need feed or fertilizer from town? We 
will be picking up bulk orders every 2-4 
weeks.  Stay Safe and Healthy
Barbara  Johns tone

Pender Island    
Fire Protection Society

The Pender Island Fire Protection 
Society is pleased to welcome Mike 

Dine back into the Pender fold as our 
island’s new Fire Chief. Mike served 
as Pender Island Fire Rescue’s Deputy 
Chief for 14 years, and with his wife 
Kelly, raised their family here before 
moving to the Yukon in 2018. There 
Mike served as Fire Chief for the City 
of Whitehorse, and then in the territory’s 
Fire Marshal Office before returning 
here to assume his new position, 
effective May 4.  I caught up with Chief 
Dine at Hall #1, and asked him to share 
some thoughts on his new role.
Chief Dine’s initial priorities include 
supporting our Firefighters and First 
Responders as the department navigates 
through the challenges presented by 
COVID-19.  New safety and protection 
protocols have been implemented to 
keep responders and the public safe, and 
weekly training nights continue on Zoom, 
giving Members a chance to connect 
while social distancing is in effect.
Also on Chief Dine’s agenda are 
some outstanding projects, including 
installing doors within the training 
facility, a minor improvement which 
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will increase opportunities to train not 
only our own Fire Fighters, but also 
those from neighbouring islands and 
communities.
Both Mike and Kelly look forward to 
reconnecting with friends and their 
second family at Fire Rescue, and to 
celebrating their return in proper style, 
once the threat posed by large gatherings 
has passed.
Welcome home, Mike!
Theresa Carle-Sanders,  Secretary

Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR

Hello Pender Island; 
please accept my 

virtual hugs.
I have just completed my 

second week as Pender Island’s new Fire 
Chief.  I would like to extend a special 
thanks to Chief Charlie Boyte for his 
huge assistance during the handing over 
of the reins.  Transferring a lifetime of 
information is no easy feat as he leaves 
behind very big shoes to fill.
The past two years away from Pender 
Island have taught me many things.  The 
most important thing I have learned is 
that you do not truly appreciate what 
you have until you no longer have it.  As 
my dad always says, “You never miss 
the water until the well runs dry.”
The amazing quality of our Emergency 
Services on this island is second to none.  
They provide professional, capable, 
caring, and compassionate delivery of 
service to our community all day every 
day.
I also learned that Pender Island is more 
like a big family than it is a group of 
farms, residents, and businesses.  Kelly 
and I have a new appreciation for our 
Pender Island family. The incredibly 
warm welcome home has filled our 
hearts. Thank you.
Now to business

Pender Island Fire Rescue continues 
to have a year-to-date call volume 
approximately 38% higher than last year 
at this same time - 96 calls as of April 30.
We are still maintaining distancing and 
hygiene protocols while responding to 
our emergencies.  Training events and 

meetings are being held regularly via 
Zoom meetings.
We continue to follow the provincial 
requirement to shut down burning 
during the COVID-19 crisis.  We will 
be attempting to establish a chipping 
program to help us to get rid of our 
spring clean wood debris.  Check for 
upcoming information on our website at 
www.penderfire.org.
As the province begins to slowly open, 
we will start to have small group training 
sessions and meetings, of course while 
continuing to maintain safety protocols.
Until next month, thank-you for being 
Safe and Kind!
Mike  Dine ,  Fire  Chie f

Pender Island Food Bank

Greetings fellow Penderites! The 
generosity and kindness of folks 

living on Pender continues to overwhelm 
me.
The 30 of us who work at the Food Bank 
in various capacities are so grateful to 
have the ability to share really good 
food with those struggling during the 

pandemic. No one wants to use a Food 
Bank. It is wonderful to be able to 
send the folks who reluctantly use our 
services the message that their fellow 
citizens care and want to support them. 
With your help (and yes that 1% at Tru 
Value Foods does make a big difference) 
we are still feeding about 100 clients per 
week. About 15 workers are needed each 
week to make this happen smoothly on 
Fridays.
On top of that, nine delivery volunteers 
deliver 46 packages of veggies, fruit, 
meat, cheese, eggs, milk, and dry goods 
to the clients all over our islands every 
week. Special thanks to Mike and his 
Tru Value team, to Kylie at the CRC, 
to Kelly, Matilda, and George at Raven 
Rock who make sure our clients get 
their “greens” weekly and to all of you 
who bring us pasta sauce, pies, home 
baking, cereal, and special supplies to 
add to our packages.  We are grateful 
and the clients are grateful!
As some of you know, we are not yet 
members of Food Banks of BC. It is a 
huge undertaking to gain our charitable 
status and join this organization but 
thanks to the volunteer efforts of 
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Sherrie Boyte and Bill Critchley, we 
are slowly moving towards that goal. 
At the suggestion of Barbara Grimmer 
and Ellen Willingham, we applied for 
a grant of $5000 from the provincial 
government which is administered 
through Food Bank BC. To our 
amazement, they sent us the full amount 
we asked for.  Joy!
We are still accepting funds from the 
community although at present we are 
in good shape financially. Our concern 
is that this challenge may be slow to go 
away and folks may need the Food Bank 
for months to come.
You may donate directly to 
penderislandfoodbank@gmail.com or 
if you wish a taxable receipt, we are 
able to provide those under the auspices 
of the Anglican Church. Send cheques 
payable to Pender Anglican Church and 
send them to the church at 4703 Canal 
Rd., Pender Island, V0N 2M1. Please 
mark, Food Bank in the details line.
Thank you all for your ongoing support. 
Take care!
Barb MacPherson

Pender Island   
Health Care Society

Greetings from the PIHCS, and 
thanks for the many kind words of 

support over the past weeks!
Although there is a gentle expanding 
of activities under careful direction of 
Bonnie Henry, we are all very aware 
that this truly is a time of careful 
practicing of what we have learned.  
Safe distancing and handwashing 
remain critical activities.  The clinic will 
maintain its current routine of asking 

you to pre-arrange your appointments 
(except for emergencies of course), ring 
the doorbell when you arrive, and wait 
to be met at the door by the provider 
you have an appointment with.  As other 
practitioners return to provide care to the 
community, very clear instructions will 
be given about the process for attending 
your appointment.  Please listen, but 
come, and know we are glad to have 
you here.  The interesting dance of one 
person in-one person out, walking 6’ 
apart, only one in a hallway, all tainted 
with the smell of hand sanitizer (and 
some fresh paint on the hall walls) is 
almost a familiar one now.  
COVID-19 has created a few lessons for 
us as a Society, so we are now grappling 
with how best to proceed.  Our offices 
are too small to share, so working 
from home for our bookkeeper (Tania) 
will continue, and we are looking at 
what fabric furnishings will need to be 
replaced with “pleather” so we can wipe 
them down between uses. The carpet 
on the floors may have to be changed, 
and on the list goes.  A generous donor 
facilitated the purchase of a badly 
needed washer and dryer, so staff can 
keep up with the in-house laundry being 
generated.   For now, public washroom 
use is restricted, the waiting rooms are 
not being used, and many activities are 
still on hold, such as Friday soups and 
fitness classes.
We have truly appreciated how people 
have adapted to the changes in “how” 
we do our work.  Now instead of home 
visits in person, many (50 - 75) of 
our Better at Home Clients are being 
visited by phone, and the calls have 
been a delight for us!  We are present in 
many gardens helping seniors maintain 

their yards, at this lovely time of year!  
Counselling continues by phone.  The 
community nurses have been busy 
providing their ongoing, personal in-
home support, with key assistance from 
community health workers.
In spite of COVID-19, the board 
of Directors has continued to look 
forward and plan for the future of this 
organization.  To that end, they have 
begun the process of developing a 
long-term strategic plan and have also 
initiated a fundraising committee.  We 
have both critical short term needs 
for the immediate functioning of the 
clinic, and then longer term concerns.  
Please go to our website for details, 
and then feel free to contact me, or 
any of our board, for further dialogue. 
(penderislandhealth.ca…then click on 
news and events)
In the meantime, I share the words of a 
very wise woman: “Be kind, Be safe, Be 
calm.”
Marion  Alksne ,    
Execut ive  Direc tor

As Time Goes ByAs Time Goes By
Coping with months of  
COVID-19 uncertainty

We are now in the third month 
since the BC government put 

strict physical distancing measures in 
place as a response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and many people are starting 
to feel the strain.  The consequences of 
the shutdowns have been very severe 
for some people, for example, those 
who have lost loved ones, those whose 
businesses have shut down or whose 
livelihoods have disappeared, and 
those who work in essential services 
such as medical staff, care-aides, and 
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food supply workers. There are many 
people who are less noticed, yet feeling 
enormous stress during this time as 
well, such as those who are isolating 
alone or in care homes, who have ill 
loved ones that they cannot visit or help, 
are at high risk from COVID-19, are 
coping with pre-existing mental health 
struggles, and single parents with young 
children at home.  Unfortunately, there 
have also been reports of an increase in 
drug and alcohol use, family conflict, 
and domestic violence.
Common responses to the negative 
social, financial, and health effects 
of efforts to control the spread of the 
virus have been depression, anxiety, 
frustration, grief, anger, and a sense of 
helplessness, and a lack of motivation.
Although everyone’s reactions are 
different, there are common strategies 
that we can use to cope, many of which 
were explored in our last month’s Pender 
Post article, and here are a few more.
First, understand that it’s okay to 
sometimes feel not okay. Strong 
negative reactions and feelings are 
normal, understandable, and even 
inevitable when facing the losses, 
stressors, and unknowns of our current 
reality.  Feeling angry, sad, or anxious 
does not mean you are weak or are not 
coping well.
Recognize what you can and cannot 
control.  For example, you cannot 
control choices that other people make 
or how careful they are.  You can’t 
control what world governments decide, 
or whether or not the business you work 
for has to close. But you can control 
your own behaviour and how you look 
at things. This puts your focus onto what 
you have power over, which increases 
your power to cope.
A powerful area of control is to take 
charge of your thinking.  Accept your 
feelings but do not inflame them with 
escalating self talk.  Watch for anxiety-
promoting thoughts such as “what 
ifs”:  “What if I can’t cope,” or “What 
if I cannot get another job.” Use de-
escalating thoughts such as “It will be 
very difficult, but I will cope.” Or “I do 
not know when, but eventually I will get 
another job. I will find a way through 
this.” De-escalating thoughts are almost 
always more reasonable and accurate 

than the scary ones.  https://www.
healthlinkbc.ca/mental-health-covid-19
El izabeth  Mi les

Community Support Community Support ProgramsPrograms
“How wonderful that no one need wait 
a single moment to improve the world.” 
~ Anne Frank
Maintain Your Independence

Classes are cancelled for the time 
being, however, it’s more important 

than ever to keep up your daily physical 
fitness.  Adults should accumulate 
at least 150 minutes of moderate- to 
vigorous-intensity (this means your 
heart is pumping faster than usual) 
aerobic physical activity per week, in 
bouts of 10 minutes or more.  It’s also 
beneficial to add muscle and bone-
strengthening activities using major 
muscle groups, at least two days per 
week.  Those with poor mobility should 
perform physical activities to enhance 
balance and prevent falls.  There are 
many things you can do from home: 
house laps, stand up and sit down 
several times, afternoon dance party, fill 
up water bottles to act as hand weights 
and lift, if you have stairs go up and 
down several times, stretch (make up 
your own yoga routine), and of course 
get out and take a brisk walk or bike ride 
at least once a day.  Remember to pay 
attention to how you are feeling; if you 
feel dizzy or faint, sit down and focus 
on your breathing until it passes.  For 
information about future classes, email 
andrea@penderislandhealth.ca or call 
629-3346 and leave a message.
Take A Break!

This fun social activity is on hold for the 
time being, but we would love to hear 
from people interested in volunteering to 
lead an activity when we are able to get 
together again.  Would you like to share 
a hobby, craft, or activity?  Then please 
email andrea@penderislandhealth.ca 
or leave a message at 629-3346.  Many 
thanks to the Pender Island Lions Club 
for their financial support of the Take A 
Break program.
Caregivers Support

Having a life limiting diagnosis, or 
supporting someone with a life limiting 
condition, can be incredibly demanding.  
People in this situation experience a 

variety of feelings and the demands can 
make it difficult to maintain self-care, 
stay in touch with friends and family, 
and can lead to loneliness, isolation, and 
depression.  If you are a caregiver or have 
a friend or loved one who is beginning 
to need extra assistance, please contact 
the facilitator, Christine pendercare@
gmail.com.  You can meet or talk one-
on-one or be part of group meetings of 
your peers. For more information about 
programs and services for caregivers, go 
to https://www.familycaregiversbc.ca/.
Health Centre and other  
Food Programs

Adapted - 55+ Luncheon

This program has been adapted to offer 
pick-up and delivery. If you are new to 
this group please call Nora at 629-3845 
to start the registration process.
Friday Community Gathering 
Soup Lunch

This program is on hold for now.
Meals on Wheels

Are you an Island Health patient or 
an older adult who is homebound and 
would benefit from Meals on Wheels?  
Please let us know if you are interested 
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in this service as we are building up an 
interest list to see when we have capacity 
to start up.  Please call 629-3346 or 
email communitysupport@shaw.ca.
Grocery Delivery for those in 
self-isolation or quarantine

This small community has shown a 
wealth of goodwill.  The Community 
Resource Centre has created a hotline 
for people who need information or help 
getting groceries while in self-isolation 
or quarantine.  If you are unable to 
get out, or you would like to help as a 
picker, delivery person, or call-taker, 
call 629-3665 to register.
Better at Home

Are you 65 or plus (or 60+ with Health 
challenges) and could use a little extra 
help?  The Better at Home program 
offers non-medical home support to 
help you remain safe and sound in your 
own home - even more important these 
days!  Our Friendly Helpers can usually 
assist with many different chores but 
for now we are doing outside yard or 
garden work and running errands in 
the community.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this program and 

how we can help, please call 629-3346 
or email communitysupport@shaw.
ca.   Cost is on a sliding scale based on 
income.
Community Volunteer  
Income Tax Program

The Community Support Program 
is once again happy to assist Beacon 
Community Services with the federal 
government’s Community Volunteer 
Income Tax Program.  A trained tax 
assistant will be coming to Pender Island 
in the coming months and is available to 
meet with you by appointment. You may 
be eligible for help at a free tax clinic if 
you have a modest income and a simple 
tax situation!  Most find they are in line 
for a refund of $300 to $500.  Please 
call the Community Support office for 
more information and/or to book an 
appointment at 629-3346.
Volunteers Needed

Meals on Wheels Kitchen Volunteer

If you are interested in being a 
kitchen helper or an occasional 
meal creator, please email andrea@
penderislandhealth.ca or leave a 
message at 629-3346
Activity Leaders

Would you like to get out and share your 
skills and passion? We are looking for 
volunteers who are interested in helping 
with such activities as Men’s Shed 
Coordinator, Craft Leader, Carving 
Leader, Walking Group Leader, and other 
activities.  What excites you? Let’s talk!  
Email andrea@penderislandhealth.ca.
Act of Kindness

What can you do to make the world a 
better place?  All of us can contribute 
to a better community and world.  

From small everyday kindnesses 
like smiling at people or being polite 
with everyone you encounter, even 
that difficult person who just popped 
into your mind, to enormous lifelong 
kindnesses to which humble but still 
well known philanthropists give up their 
lives.  There are “no small parts” in the 
spectrum of kindness and each of us 
change the world daily with our actions.  
Now is a good time to think about how 
you would like to change the world.  
What do you think will make you and 
others happy and content?  What are 
you enjoying now that you hadn’t taken 
time to appreciate in the past or that 
was different in the past?  For myself, 
I am so grateful to smell how much 
fresher the air is as I walk along the 
quieter roads.  I am grateful for the birds 
singing; it seems like there are so many 
more than usual.  I am grateful to all 
the people that are trying new things to 
help the community become more self- 
sustaining in case of food shortages… 
farmers and gardeners who are putting 
in extra crops; this is a virtual high 
five to you.  I am grateful for all the 
volunteers who have stepped forward to 
help people who need to self-isolate and 
the others who are still waiting to help 
in other ways as soon as we figure out 
how to do things. All of you make our 
community a better place.  I know there 
is much more good happening than 
that; I only see a small part of what’s 
happening in the community.  I’d love 
to hear your thoughts of gratitude, what 
small and big acts of kindness you are 
seeing and I would really love to hear 
how you would like our community 
to move forward and what long term 
changes you would like to see, and what 
you feel would make our world better.  
If you have time to share your thoughts 
on any of these things, please email 
andrea@penderislandhealth.ca.
Andrea  Mi l l s ,  Heal th  Centre 
Communi ty  Suppor t  Programs

Pender Island Lions Club

The Pender Island 
Lions Club will be 

accepting applications 
for the 12 ($500) 
Cunliffe bursaries. 

Applications will be accepted from 
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June 1 - July 31. To apply, email Fred 
Vye at fvye@shaw.ca. To be eligible, a 
student must have lived on Pender while 
attending high school and be continuing 
his/her education at an accredited 
college, university, or trade school in 
Canada. There is no application form 
but the email must contain the following 
student information:
• Name (in full)
• Postal address on Pender Island
• Home phone and/or cell number
• Email address
• Post secondary institution name
• School ID number
• A brief description of the school 

program
Successful recipients will be contacted.
As you may remember from previous 
Pender Post editions, in the last six 
months, the PI Lions Club has donated 
approximately $22,000 for hospital 
beds and lifts for home/hospice care 
and $6825 to fund a study to assess the 
needs for a medical clinic expansion. 
We also donate our annual $2000 for 
the Santa Ship visit to Hope Bay each 
December. We are urgently in need 
of new members - time is a minimal 
commitment. The club will break for 
July and August and hopefully resume 
regular meetings in September, which 
are the first Wednesdays of each month 
at 7 pm at the medical clinic. Please 
call Fred Vye at 629-2096 for more 
information or if you are interested in 
joining.
Once again, the Lions Club sends many 
thanks to all who are working to help 
us and keep our island safe and healthy 

during this difficult time. Let’s all do our 
part to stay informed, work together, 
and be kind.  Together We Serve
Terry  Shepherd ,  Secre tary

Pender Island Museum 
Society

From time to time 
the museum is 

featuring the stories 
of Pender women 

and how they shaped our community 
through the generations. In March, 
Peter Taylor shared memories of his 
grandmother, Annie Taylor. In May, 
we celebrated the 20th anniversary of 
the Bear Mother poles and the women 
who carved them. This month we look 
at the life of Margaret Brackett, as told 
through the words of those on whom she 
left an indelible impression.
Margaret Brackett: “A Friend to all in 
Need.”
Margaret Thatcher Brackett was born in 
SW Ontario in 1863. Being born a twin 
may have affected Margaret physically - 
she was barely five feet tall as an adult 
- but it certainly didn’t stunt her capacity 
for hard work and motivation to help 
those in need.
Margaret and her husband, Alex, moved 
to Pender Island in 1898 after a large 
fire in New Westminster destroyed their 
home. They already knew the island 
from having visited their friends, the 
Hamiltons, at Browning Harbour where 
both families would settle permanently.
Reminiscences by Phyllis Gibson (1908-
2000) provide insights into Margaret 
Brackett’s character. Phyllis first arrived 
on Pender in 1919 with her father and 

three brothers when she was ten years 
old. Her mother couldn’t come because 
she’d just had a baby.
“The first house we lived in [on Pender] 
was a shack,” Phyllis recalled in her 
memoir. “It was raining, with mud up to 
the door. Dad lit the fire so that we would 
get warm and dry. Smoke billowed 

Margare t  Bracke t t ,  ce lebrat ing 
her  77 th b i r thday  in  1940



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J u n e  2 0 2 030 

F a r m  F r e s h  F r e e  R a n g e

E g g s
A p p l e  J u i c e

W a l n u t s
S h e p h e r d ' s  C r o f t  F a r m

2 2 3 4  P o r t  W a s h i n g t o n  R o a d

6 2 9 - 6 6 4 4

from the stove. Dad went on the roof 
and found a huge stone on the top of 
the chimney. While we were standing 
watching, a wonderful woman named 
Mrs. Brackett came on the scene. She 
took one look at the bedraggled crew 
and said, ‘You’re not staying here yet!’ 
and took us down to her house…and 
kept us until we got the house somewhat 
in order.”
That same year would bring more 
troubles to the Gibson family, and 
Phyllis’ memoir is one of the only 
references we have about the 1918-19 
Spanish Flu on Pender. “That house 
was so cold and dismal that I wonder 
how my mother must have felt when 
she came home to it a few weeks later,” 
Phyllis wrote. “That fall, all of us except 
Mother and Cliff caught the Spanish 
Flu, which was a terrible epidemic 
worldwide. Mother’s best friend died of 
it, as did her Aunt Emma. None of us 
died, but we sure were sick.”
Medical emergencies were always 
frightening during the early settler era and 
it took calm action to avoid disaster. In the 
1920s, the Bracketts would again come to 
the rescue of their Gibson neighbours.
“Now there were six children in the 
family and Dad had to go away from 
home to work,” Phyllis recalled. “One 
morning…Ken [her brother] came 
running into the house and fell on the 
floor crying, ‘I’ve shot myself.’ He had 
taken the gun, which was a no-no, and 
had gone to shoot birds in the strawberry 
patch. He carelessly put the gun against 
his stomach to load it and it had gone off. 
When I looked at the wound, I saw that 
the bullet had gone through his stomach 
and was bulging out at his back. I will 
always remember this ordeal. His eyes 

were rolling back and I was scared. I 
picked him up and ran with him down 
the road towards the Bracketts.’
 “The only doctor [Dr. Aldridge] on the 
island was retired. He was summoned 
and said to get Ken to a hospital in 
Victoria as quickly as possible. The 
doctors operated to remove the bullet 
and treat the stomach wound. The little 
soldier pulled through and lived, so our 
prayers were answered.”  
We know from various sources that 
Margaret Brackett had a way with 
children. “The Adams family [they 
lived at Cow Slough which would 
later be dammed to create Magic Lake] 
was the poorest of the poor,” Phyllis 
remembered. “Little Lily had no pants 
until Beth [Brackett] told her mother. 
Mrs. Brackett made Lily some pants 
out of flour sacks so that she could play 
leapfrog again.”
A memoir by Mary Hamilton, who grew 
up across the cove at Browning Harbour, 
reinforces this view. “By that time [ca. 
1899], we had Jim, our only brother, a 
tiny baby of several months. It was a 
terrible winter. The cold was intense, 
and the gales devastating. No wonder 
the little chap took sick and developed 
pneumonia. No doctor, no nurse, no 
telephone! Our poor Mother! But there 
was Mrs. Brackett, the resourceful little 
neighbor from across the bay. She braved 
wind and weather, struggled through the 
woods, round the head of the harbor to 
come with her experience and advice. I 
don’t know what they could do, but she 
gave my Mother comfort and hope. The 
crisis passed and the baby survived.”
Mary also described the lighter side of 
her favourite neighbour. “Mrs. Brackett 

was a real pal to us youngsters (no one 
said ‘kids in those days”) she wrote. 
“There was [the] afternoon on our beach 
when Mrs. Brackett and Mother [Mrs. 
Hamilton] sat talking, watching us 
wading, supposedly only up to our knees. 
But someone had the idea of rolling logs 
into the water and riding on them. I am 
sure our Mothers didn’t realize what 
was happening until we were wet, well 
above the knees. I think Mother would 
have been angry and packed us up to 
the house, but Mrs. Brackett laughed 
and said, ‘Now they’re all wet anyway. 
Let them play!’ Mother gave in and for 
once in our young lives, fully-clothed, 
we straddled our rolly logs with shrieks 
of pure delight.”
It wasn’t that Margaret didn’t endure her 
own sorrows. On August 19, 1917, her 
eldest son, Ross Brackett, was killed at 
the Battle of Hill 70 in northern France. 
He had volunteered with the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force in 1916 and was 
27 years old when he died of wounds 
sustained in a gas attack. Whenever he 
had to write in a next-of-kin name on his 
wartime forms and records -all of which 
are now available on line - his mother’s 
name appears.
When Margaret Brackett died on Sunday, 
April 15, 1945, the entire community 
mourned her passing. Victor Menzies, 
who faithfully recorded everyday life 
on Pender Island in his diaries for more 
than 60 years, wrote, “Mrs. Brackett 
Sr. died this morning, a dear Christian 
woman and loved by all.” Two days 
later, he recorded, “Went to funeral of 
late Mrs. Brackett in the afternoon at 
3:30 pm at the church. A large crowd out 
and I was a pallbearer. Slight rain.” She 
was buried in the Pender Cemetery.
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As Phyllis Gibson concluded in her 
memoir, “Mrs. Brackett was always like 
that, ‘a friend to all in need’.” Worth 
remembering as COVID-19 affects 
many aspects of island life. Turns out 
kindness and helpfulness are values that 
have deep roots in our community as we 
persevere through hard times. Much as 
Margaret would be doing if she were 
still with us.
Simone  Marler

Pender Island Parks and 
Recreation Commission
PIPRC

In these troubled 
and unprecedent-

ed times, PIPRC is 
struggling, like most 

organizations. With self-isolation the rule, 
public meetings are impossible to hold. 
Since there are no issues of high urgency 
the Commission has been proceeding 
with caution. The March meeting was 
cancelled. An outdoor meeting at Thieves 
Bay was held on April 22 on an experi-
mental basis and it worked so well that 
the May 15 meeting was also held under 
sunny skies at Thieves Bay with proper 

social distancing.
During this crisis, the Provincial 
Medical Health Officer, Dr. Bonnie 
Henry, recommends we enjoy the great 
outdoors, but it is important to keep 
social separation including while in 
Pender Island parks or on trails. Signs 
have been posted reminding everyone of 
this important precaution.
Work has begun on developing a master 
plan for the next five years but is still 
in the early stages. A workshop will be 
held once meetings can again be held. 
It was decided to not have an external 
moderator. Input to the plan will be 

widely sought from the public as well as 
a broad spectrum of organizations.
The treasurer reported that Commission 
finances are showing a positive balance. 
Annual expenses go primarily to 
maintenance, which has continued 
during this crisis.
It was agreed to post a permanent sign at 
Bricky Bay describing the site’s history. 
Grading of the Mortimer Spit road will 
be undertaken shortly.
If you want to contribute to the many 
exciting projects conducted by PIPRC, 
we welcome you to apply for one of the 
two vacancies for new commissioners. 

Pender  I s land  Parks  and  Recreat ion  regular  month ly  meet ing  a t  Thieves  Bay.  Photo  by  Shannon Brayford
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If you have energy, enthusiasm, and 
creativity, please send a statement 
of interest and brief bio to  
penderparks@crd.bc.ca.
The next PIPRC meeting will be held 
outdoors at Mortimer Spit at 9:30 am 
Friday, June 19, weather permitting.
Hopefully life will get back to normal in 
the next few months and the commission 
can resume business as usual. 
Hans  Tammemagi

Pender Island   
Public Library

With pro-
vincial an-

nouncements re-
garding gradually 

lifting restrictions, we’ve been looking 
ahead at what this means for our library. 
We have carefully gone through mul-
tiple scenarios to ensure the safety of 
all involved: patrons, staff, and volun-
teers. At this time we are moving for-
ward with planning a limited entry sys-
tem to allow people to enter the library 
building and check-out items. A key to 
the success of allowing people into the 
library depends on you! Do not come 
into the library if you are sick.  Maintain 
proper handwashing, keep hands away 
from your face, and respect physical dis-
tancing. On our part, we have installed 
safety measures: Plexiglas shields at 
the library front desk, well-marked ar-
eas to line up, hand sanitizer stations, 
enhanced cleaning protocols to wipe 
down countertops, and reorganizing the 
shelves of the popular new books.
Is it safe to touch library books?

The precautions for handling library 
books and DVDs is the same as any item 
you come into contact with at retail stores. 
We are closely monitoring any protocols 
for public libraries at this time and will 
implement all government guidelines.
Here are the basic details you 
need to know

Similar to other businesses on the island, 
we are planning to maintain a queue 
outside the library and allow a certain 
number of patrons inside at a time. 
We ask that patrons move in a guided 
direction within the building, and select 
their own items. Please try to select 

items in an efficient manner to reduce 
the waiting time for those in line. The 
same limits as usual on the number of 
books and loan periods is in place. There 
is room to welcome one family with 
children at a time in the youth section to 
take out those wonderful storybooks. To 
check-out items, we ask that patrons line 
up with proper distancing at our front 
desk. Patrons can return items through 
the book drop, and incoming items will 
be quarantined prior to lending to the 
next patron. A washroom in the library 
will be available.
With the gradual and thoughtful 
reopening of the building, not all library 
services will be available immediately. 
To reduce extended stays in the building, 
all seating will be removed, and the 
laptop and public computer areas will be 
temporarily closed. Also, the library will 
initially be open fewer days per week 
than usual. There is no inter-library loan 
service available until further notice as 
many public libraries and their branches 
remain closed. For patrons who are not 
comfortable coming into the library, 
please ask family and friends to collect 
items for you, as the library will not be 
offering any home delivery service. 
Similar to any business open to the 
public on Pender Island, we’ll do our 
best to clean the facility and properly 
handle items - we encourage everyone 
to follow Dr. Bonnie Henry’s advice!
Your library continues to offer online 
library services from the library website, 
including free eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
and eMagazines. Need help? Call 
our help desk for tutoring on getting 
a library card, searching the library 
collection online, downloading eBooks, 
videoconferencing, and more, available 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
from 10 am - 3 pm. Call us at 629-3722. 
Like us on Facebook for the latest tips 
and announcements.
Carmen Oleskev ich ,  L ibrary 
Direc tor

Pender Island   
Reconciliation Circle

I am both sad and happy to report – as 
of The Pender Post deadline, we have 

not had our May meeting.  Sad because 
I can’t presume to tell you how great it 

was and a little happy, because it makes 
my job much easier.  I will fill you in 
next month.
In June, we will be sharing our thoughts 
and reactions to the book Braiding 
Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, 
Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings 
of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer. I 
have not spoken to anyone who has read 
it who didn’t give a rave review.  One 
comment; “required reading for everyone 
on the planet” (thank you Andy).
Very briefly, the book is about the world 
of botany as described and explored 
through Native American traditions. 
Kimmerer said about the book that 
“I wanted readers to understand that 
Indigenous knowledge and Western 
science are both powerful ways of 
knowing, and that by using them 
together we can imagine a more just and 
joyful relationship with the Earth.”
Below are some snippets from 
online reviews  

“Kimmerer combines her training in 
Western scientific methods and her 
Native American knowledge about 
sustainable land stewardship to describe 
a more joyful and ecological way of 
using our land.”
“In Braiding Sweetgrass, she takes us 
on a journey that is every bit as mystical 
as it is scientific, as sacred as it is 
historical, as clever as it is wise. She is a 
great teacher, and her words are a hymn 
of love to the world.”
“Everyone who cares about the 
environment - and everyone else, period 
- should have Braiding Sweetgrass on 
their table. We need it. It captures the true 
reverence between Native Americans 
and the earth, the relationship that we 
need to survive. It is great writing and 
beautiful work.”
“Through her braided stories she makes 
evident the necessity for humankind 
to be rejoined with its relationships 
to nature, and to understand the 
implications of the Earth’s gifts and 
our responsibility to return these gifts. 
She provides a hopeful challenge to 
humankind to dance for the renewal of 
the world.”
These clips describe some of what you 
will find in the book, but it is difficult 
to capture the joy one gets from reading 
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her stories. More than one have said 
they usually devour a book in three or 
four days, but this one, they are reading 
one chapter at a time to make it last!
We will be using our “virtual” meeting 
place again in June. If you are on the 
Truth and Reconciliation email list you 
will receive more information before the 
meeting, with the details about joining the 
group.  If you are not on the list and would 
like to be a part of our virtual gathering, 
then please email your contact information 
to me at susanparr@shaw.ca. 
I hope you will join us June 17, from 
4 - 6 pm, from the comfort of your own 
home. Read the book, even if you are 
not going to attend!
Susan Parr

Pender Island   
Recycling Society

We will be open 
on Fridays and 

Saturdays only from 9 am 
- 4 pm for the month of 
June (due to COVID-19).

We would like to thank all of you for pre-
sorting, helping your neighbours and 
friend with recycling, and especially for 
keeping your outlook positive while we 
work our way through this pandemic; 
we are deeply touched and appreciative.
The vast majority of recycling coming 
to the depot is well sorted and that 
makes it much faster to recycle. Some 
people have told us that they haven’t 
pre-sorted in the 15 plus years that they 
have been coming to PIRS - but they do 
now! Everyone keenly appreciates this 
as it reduces wait times.
We know that many of you have been 
collecting the recycling of those that 
can’t make it to the depot due either 
to mobility issues or to a need to stay 
home and reduce your risk of exposure. 
Others have collected the recycling of 
those that cannot make it to the depot 
on Fridays or Saturdays due to work 
obligations. This kind of neighbourly 
spirit and community caring is what 
personally makes me incredibly grateful 
to live on Pender Island.
Despite trying circumstances, recyclers 
have been polite and respectful. Most 
people have reduced the number of trips 

that they make to the depot and this, 
combined with the depot opening earlier 
and closing later, and opening on Fridays, 
seems to have greatly reduced wait times. 
Depending on luck, weather, and time of 
day, wait times can be as short as five 
minutes or as long as an hour.
With summer sunshine comes an 
increase in cycling trips. The bike shop 
is accepting bikes for repair and you 
can drop them off on either Friday or 
Saturday during open hours. Please make 
sure your bike is well labelled with your 
name, contact information, and requested 
service and Ken will be in contact.
The FreeStore and ReShop will remain 
closed until we are directed by the health 
authorities that it is safe to re-open them.
Many of you have renewed your 
memberships on-line or at the depot 

and we thank you for that. Membership 
renewals are voluntary, are tax 
deductible, and are an important source 
of funding for the many re-use and 
reduce initiatives that we undertake.
Niki  Rober ts

Pender POD
Orca-Strate,  a commemoration 
for our Orcas

Have you ever 
thought about 

ways to commemo-
rate our neighbour-

ing Orcas who have died?  Or for that 
matter do you know how many orcas 
have died in J, K, and L Pods over the 
last couple of decades?  Seventy-eight!
Orca-Songs may or may not go ahead 
as planned for the end of June but 

Pender  POD -  Orca  decorated  a  t radi t ional  Nepalese  Prayer  Flag
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meanwhile there’s an opportunity 
to use your creative skills to help 
commemorate and get to know all 
those Orcas of J, K, and L Pods who 
have gone missing or died since 1998.  
Pender POD will commemorate the 
lives of these Orcas by a Prayer Flag 
ceremony which will take place likely 
at Browning Harbour - the site of last 
year’s Orca Songs celebration - when 
we have more freedom to move around 
and gather.  Social distancing can be 
adhered to in an outdoor setting like this 
if required.
Pender folks of all ages - you are invited,  
and encouraged to take part in this fun 
commemorative project and to decorate 
your own traditional Nepalese prayer 
flag, and in the process, to learn more 
about our Orcas - who incidentally, are 
having a whale of a time during this 
COVID-19 down-time - no fishers, less 
ferry traffic, no whale watchers!   
There are 78 prayer flags - one for each 
orca. How you decorate your prayer 
flag around your orca is up to your 
creative skills - but each flag will have a 
black fabric orca, the orca’s identifying 
number, given name, and date of birth- 
if available - eg.: “J-50 Scarlet, born 
December 2014.  See Sarah Gayle’s  
decorated flag on page 33.
Prayer Flag kits with instructions can be 
picked up at the Community Resource 
Centre (CRC) at the Driftwood on a first 
come, first served basis.  There will also 
be embroidery silks to choose from if 
needed for your project.
Be sure to enter your name and phone 
number on the sheet provided when 
you pick up your kit.  The CRC is not 
open but there will be someone within 
Monday-Friday, 10 am - 4 pm, and they 
will allow you in if you knock on the 
door. 
To learn more about our resident Orcas, 
see: The Centre for Whale Research 
https:/ /www.whaleresearch.com/ ; 
the Pender Ocean Defenders [POD] 
FaceBook site, and www.penderpod.ca.
Lisa  Bai le

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

Du r i n g 
t h i s 

time of 
closure, the 

executive and volunteers have been 
taking care of the Legion, and will 
prepare a reopening plan for when we 
are able to meet the requirements, and it 
is safe to do so.
Thanks to our volunteer cooks, kitchen 
crews, and delivery drivers, our very 
popular Friday “take-out or delivery” 
meals will continue for June.  Thank 
you to all for your continued support by 
purchasing our meals, and maintaining 
physical distancing when picking up at 
the Legion.  Your generous cash tips 
are much appreciated also.  It all helps 
take care of ongoing expenses.  Friday 
dinners are $15, and available for pick 
up between 5 and 6 pm.  Menu will 
be posted by Monday on the website, 
www.penderislandrcl239. com, and 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/
PenderIslandLegion239.  Dinners have 
been selling fast, so please order early 
on our website, or send an email and 
eTransfer to branch239.rcl@gmail.com, 
or call 629-3441. 
For a quick lunch or dinner, frozen 
meals and desserts are also available to 
purchase directly from the Legion.  $10 
for a meal tray, and $2 for a dessert.  
Current meals available are Roast 
Chicken, Shepherd’s Pie, and Baked 
Ham.  Desserts available are Strawberry 
Cheesecake, Blueberry Cobbler, and 
Chocolate Cake with Strawberry Top.  
We also make dinners available for 
Meals on Wheels.  For information 
go to www.penderislandhealth.ca/
meals-wheels, call 629-3346, or email 
communitysupport@shaw.ca. 
We are very grateful to 

• Mike and Angie at Tru Value Foods 
for getting us food and supplies when 
needed, which is sometimes in a last 
minute panic when we have forgotten 
something; 

• Members for very generous cash 
donations in May to help the Legion 
meet our expenses; 

• Garth Train for the ongoing construc-
tion and maintenance of our cemetery 
crosses; and

• Joanna Rogers, our bookkeeper, for 
donating time to help reduce our 
expenses.

Big thanks to you all!
Thank you to all our members who have 
renewed for 2020.  It is never too late to 
renew your 2020 membership, or become 
a new member.  Membership dues are 
a very large portion of our income that 
allows the Legion to continue operating.   
Renew or join online at www.legion.
ca, or contact our branch to receive 
an application form by email or mail.  
Payment may be made online by credit 
card, or eTransfer to treasurer239.rcl@
gmail.com, or by cheque (mail or drop 
off at the community box).
Please join our wonderful group of 
volunteers that keep the Legion going.  
We are in need of people power, and 
there are lots of interesting activities 
that could flourish with new energy 
and fresh ideas, including Friday Night 
dinners, events, entertainment, meat 
draw hosting, hall rentals, membership, 
security, and writing this article.  
We were not able to host our annual 
Honours and Awards luncheon in March 
to show appreciation and recognition of 
many of our members.  I would like to 
acknowledge three members for their 
dedication to the Legion, and their 
continuing service and support, and 
look forward to presenting their awards 
in person.
Legionnaire of the Year Award
Tania Schissler
Lifetime Member Award
John Pender 
Past President Honour
Bill Critchley 
The Legion joins everyone with thanks 
for the frontline workers that protect, 
care for, and serve us all.
Stay safe and healthy.  We look forward 
to seeing you soon.
Thank You For Supporting Your Legion!
Jean Deschenes ,    
Legion  Pres ident
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Southern Gulf Islands  
Community Resource Centre

All of us working and 
volunteering with 

the Southern Gulf Islands 
Community Resource 
Centre extend our 

thanks to CRD Director David Howe 
and the SGI Community Economic 
Sustainability Commission (CESC) for 
their ongoing support of the Community 
Resource Centre (CRC). We are 
especially grateful for the financial 
support for the COVID-19 Response 
Program in these unprecedented times. 
This direct funding enables each island’s 
Community Resource Centre to support 
the great work island community groups 
are doing for all our residents.
Island COMEBACK Program

In the coming days we will be reaching 
out to our chambers, businesses, and 
nonprofits to offer our support for 
economic and social service recovery. 
Recently the CRC sent out a survey for 
both businesses and small profits and 
the results will be posted on our website.  
Director Howe has been instrumental 
behind the scenes advocating for 
the Southern Gulf Islands to the 
Capital Regional District and federal 
and provincial governments. The 
Community Resource Centre would like 
to acknowledge all the work Director 
Howe and the CESC have been doing 
on behalf of our region.
Island COMEBACK program

Part of the COVID-19 response and 
recovery program is our work with the 
Rural Islands Economic Partnership 
group. The Island COMEBACK 
initiative calls upon Islanders, and 
friends from our global community, 
to virtually purchase gift certificates 
from or donate to island businesses that 
include our artisans and farmers, as well 
as community organizations preserving 
the individuality of our island culture 
and way of life. See the ad on page 54.
It’s free to register for Island 
COMEBACK. Once registered, via the 
Stripe payment platform, 100% of the 
funds go directly to you.  Together we 
can make a COMEBACK!  Register 
here at islandcomeback.ca/register. 

Employment Services

Over the past few months, we have 
seen unprecedented and radical shifts 
to the workplace and employment in 
our Southern Gulf Islands communities. 
If your work or career path has been 
challenged by this shift, you may be in 
one of many different circumstances. 
No matter what your situation, the 
Southern Gulf Islands Community 
Resource Centre (SGICRC) would like 
to bring your attention to a dynamic, 
flexible range of support services for 
your employment circumstance.
Whether you are an employer struggling 
with recruiting or laying off staff, a 
CERB recipient uncertain about the 
future, an employee worried about job 
security, or a recent graduate in need 
of navigation support, our employment 
services can assist to link you to 
funding, planning, and assistance. The 
SGICRC is pleased to provide this free 
service through WorkBC for residents 
of Mayne, Galiano, Saturna, and 
Pender Islands. WorkBC is a provincial 
employment program with dozens of 
service pathways to choose from.
We are local, connected, and in touch 
with employer and employee needs. To 
find out more about these services and 
their relevance to your situation, contact 
info@sgicommunityresources.ca or 
629-3665.
CRC Volunteer Programs

The monthly SGI Non-profit Executive 
Directors (EDs)/ Coordinators/ 
Administrators Network meetings is 
a chance for EDs to have a place to 
discuss issues, trends and connect with 
each other. With no agenda, topics are 
diverse, meaningful and very valuable 
for those in attendance. Some comments 
from participants in other groups like 
this have been “I don’t feel so alone 
after attending an Executive Directors 
meeting” “I am leaving with a great tip 
about how to proceed,” “It is comforting 
to know that even though we are all 
at different organizations, we are all 
facing similar things.” The first meeting 
will be held June 11 at 10:30 am. For 
more information or to register, email 
sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com.
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Newcomers and Friends

This program is on hold for the time.  If 
you are interested in joining this group 
when it starts up again or would like to 
make a presentation to the group please 
contact us.
Youth Engagement Team

The Youth Engagement Team is going 
virtual. If you are between 13 - 29 years 
of age and are interested in making 
a difference in your community and 
making great friendships, please contact 
us at sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com
Island Kindness Project

The Island Kindness Project has been 
set up to help support members of our 
community who are self-isolating or in 
quarantine with occasional basic out-of-
home errands and other activities; you 
are not alone. 
The CRC set up a COVID-19 Helpline 
that has provided locals with assistance 
in finding resources to help cope with 
the ever-evolving pandemic.  The CRC 
initiated the grocery shopping and 
delivery program with Tru Value Foods, 
in which volunteers receive a grocery 
order, shop for the items, and deliver to 
the customer’s home.  Customers pay 
for their groceries via their personal 
credit card, and all other aspects of the 
project are free of charge. Volunteers 
are also delivering Food Bank hampers 
every Friday, which is an incredibly 
appreciated service. We are also 
working on helping connect people with 
other volunteer opportunities if what we 
have isn’t a fit for you, like help with 
gardening, and lots of other jobs that 
will help to bring comfort to individuals 
and the community.  Your community 
kindness and involvement, no matter 
how small, can make a huge difference. 
Thank you to all of the Volunteers. The 
Pender Island COVID-19 Helpline 
number is 629-3665. Volunteers are 
available to answer Monday-Friday, 
10am - 4pm. 
Pender Island Emergency Funds 
(COVID-19)

Our community is facing unprecedented 
challenges and economic hardship 
during this time of uncertainty.  The 
impacts on our financial, social, 
emotional, and physical well-being are 
far-reaching and will undoubtedly be 

long-lasting.  Although a number of 
government benefits are now accessible, 
there are still so many of us who are 
falling through the eligibility cracks, 
or who have needs that cannot wait 
until those funds are received. You can 
apply for Tru Value gift cards or micro 
grants up to $500.  We are hoping 
that our community can continue the 
generous Pender spirit of compassion 
by contributing to this fund to support 
our friends and neighbours during this 
time of need.  To find the funding page 
and application, Google: Go Fund Me 
Pender Island Emergency Funds. 
SGI Community Justice Program

At the heart of the Community Justice 
Program is the concept of “the circle.”  
This form of Restorative Justice, 
Peacemaking, and Conflict Resolution 
has roots in many cultures, and is an 
extremely effective method of creating 
a safe and inclusive space to resolve 
divisive issues within communities. As 
you can imagine, trying to work within 
a circle format using video technology 
is challenging.  Try making a circle 
sitting alone in front of a rectangular 
screen! We have somewhat awkwardly 
embraced technology and are able to 
keep meeting and planning. Although 
we find ourselves using words like 
“challenging” and “pivot” and “virtual” 
and “distancing” far too much, we are 
continuing to move ahead in offering our 
program to the Southern Gulf Islands. If 
you are interested in finding out more 
about the program, email us at sgicjp@
shaw.ca or check out our webpage at 
www.sgiccommunityresources.ca/cjp.
ṮEṮÁĆES Climate Action Project

The CRC-sponsored ṮEṮÁĆES Climate 
Action Project completed delivery of 
the three intensive five-day climate 
action courses in late February and early 
March.  Of the 48 participants, 16 were 
from Pender, 16 from W̱SÁNEĆ First 
Nation and the remaining 16 from other 
Gulf Islands and beyond. The course 
evaluations were very positive for all 
three courses with 95% indicating the 
course met their expectations and 100% 
said they would recommend the course 
to others.
The three things that stood out for 
participants of all three courses were 
the connection with First Nations 

presenters and participants and learning 
about W̱SÁNEĆ culture, language, and 
traditional knowledge; an opportunity 
to meet and network with presenters 
and other participants; time spent on the 
land learning about conservation and the 
natural environment.
Many participants said the course had 
changed or transformed their way of 
thinking, increased their understanding 
of W̱SÁNEĆ history and cultural 
practices, and provided a greater 
appreciation of the urgency around 
the climate crisis. Course facilitators 
prepared revisions to each course 
curriculum to respond to the evaluations 
which will be posted on the CRC 
website.
The success of the courses were due 
in large measure to the excellent 
contributions of the many guest 
presenters as well as the guidance of the 
course facilitator/instructors including 
Tye Swallow, W̱SÁNEĆ School Board; 
Tsawout Elder SELILIYE (Belinda 
Claxton); Mary Anne Paré, Pender 
Ocean Defenders; Deb Morrison, 
University of Washington and Pender 
Trustee; and Maeve Lydon, UVIC 
Living Lab Project.  The courses were 
supported by project co-coordinator 
Paul Petrie and program evaluator 
Robert Dill.
Melody  Pender

South Pender   
Historical Society

Even now, as we 
head into June, 

it is difficult to plan 
anything.  At this 
point, it is likely 

that we will hold a “bare bones” AGM 
online, but our preference is to meet in 
person if it’s allowed and safe, so maybe 
we’ll feel able to hold it as an early July 
outdoor event.  Of course notice will 
be sent out when the decision has been 
made. 
Inevitably, our feature July event, 
Art off the Fence, will not take place 
in the Church of the Good Shepherd 
grounds (ironic that we now have such 
a beautifully cleared space with the 
dead trees no longer a worry!), but 
Frank Ducote and Susan Taylor, along 
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with other artists, will be co-ordinating 
a modified show online using social 
media, and also in the display case at the 
Driftwood Centre.  So please watch for 
these details nearer the time.
I’m excited to report that work on the 
“Good Shepherd Stories - Volume I” is 
progressing apace and we are hoping 
it will be printed by the first week in 
July.  Following that, we will hope to 
have some kind of celebratory “booklet 
launching” event - perhaps embracing 
the delayed AGM - so please stay 
tuned.  Very many thanks go to Simone 
Marler for her time and skill assisting 
with the design and layout, and of 
course we are so grateful to Frank Trice 
for spearheading this endeavour: and 
following it through spiritedly. 
The SPHS has purchased a new 
10-panel mobile display unit with the 
goal of recording the history of South 
Pender on the panels through stories 
and photos, starting with First Nations 
use of the land, then recording early 
settler history, and proceeding up to the 
present day. We would love to hear from 
anyone who has interesting stories and 
photos to share. It is intended to have 
this permanently available in the Church 
for viewing, but the unit is mobile, so 
can also be set up at outdoor events in 
the community. Frank Trice is already 
planning a panel dedicated to the history 
of the little Church itself.
Patr ic ia  Cal lendar

reCreatioN aNd leiSure

Pender Island   
Field Naturalists
PIFN

Due to the ongoing 
C O V I D - 1 9 
g a t h e r i n g 
restrictions that 

may continue to some degree throughout 
the summer, we have decided to delay 
our planned evening speaker program 
and Wednesday walks until fall.  
Instead, each of our monthly articles 
will focus on some aspect of the natural 
world that surrounds us. This month 
we will consider two species of plants 
that grow in Garry Oak ecosystems 
common on dry warm exposure slopes 

around Pender Island.  The range of 
Garry Oaks is composed of a fairly 
narrow band along the west coast, but 
spans an extensive north-south range, 
from southwestern British Columbia 
to southern California. The Canadian 
distribution is limited to southeastern 
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands. 
with a Mediterranean-like climate.  
Garry Oak meadows provide habitat for 
nearly 700 varieties of flora and fauna 
that live in symbiosis, relying upon 
each other to thrive and as such, these 
ecosystems are important to maintain.
Two such species that are found in 
Garry Oak meadows have similar 
names but dissimilar characteristics.  
They are Common Camas (Camassia 
quamash) and Death Camas (Zygadenus 
venenosus) and are members of the 
lily family.  Both of these species can 
be found flowering in May along the 
pathways that meander through Garry 
Oak meadows in parks such as on 
George Hill in the Port Washington area 
of Pender Island.

Common Camus, with its blue flowers 
composed of five tepals, was an 
important staple food source for the 
Coast Salish First Nations that inhabited 
the Southern Gulf Islands, and the 
bulbs were eaten whenever they were 
available.  The bulbs were harvested 

during or shortly after flowering so that 
they would not be confused with the 
deadly Death Camus.  Camus beds could 
be owned and inherited and were semi-
cultivated.  Each season the beds were 
cleared of stones, weeds and brush.  The 
harvested bulbs were steamed in pits for 
24 hours to make them palatable and 
sweet before being consumed.

Death Camus with its creamy white 
bell-shaped composite flowers grows 
in the same beds with Common Camus 
but is deadly poisonous.  The bulbs and 
leaves resemble those of blue Common 
Camus, but give a burning sensation 
when touched to the tongue.  The plant 
contains a powerful alkaloid and some 
First Nation groups, who were aware 
of its poisonous properties, used Death 
Camus as a violent emetic.  When not 
in flower the two plants are very similar 
so the First Nations used to weed out 
the Death Camus to reduce the risk 
of harvesting the wrong plant.  Some 
of the information included here was 
excerpted from Plants of Coastal British 
Columbia by Pojar and MacKinnon.
Bob Verge t te

Common Camus

Death  Camus
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Pender Island Garden Club

Under normal 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

we would be winding 
down our meetings 

with our popular Garden Tours.  This 
year we have cancelled the tours, as it 
would not be fair to ask people to open 
their gardens to groups of people during 
the pandemic, and social distancing 
is not possible while carpooling.  As 
we do not usually meet during July 
and August, we hope we can resume 
our regular meetings in September, 
depending on what rules are in place 
then for meetings and social distancing.   
We are also hoping to hold our plant 
sale in the Fall as members are holding 
plants until then.
The executive of the club will be 
meeting during the summer to plan out 
a schedule for the 20/21 year so we can 
book speakers etc.  We are going ahead 
with planning in the hope we can return 
to normal, or at least the new normal, by 
then.  Since we have not had a chance to 
speak with members for a few months, 
we would like to get some feedback 
from you as to what you would like to 
see covered at next year’s meetings.
If you have a topic you think would be 
of interest to the group, please let me 
know, and if you are able to speak on 
the topic or know of someone you can 
recommend, even better. I have seen 
some new gardeners on Pender Island 
on the Facebook sites asking for advice 
and you are welcome to come and join 
the club in September.  We meet the 
second Thursday of the month at 1 pm 
in the Anglican Parish Hall, coffee and 
goodies provided.  The club is a great 
way to interact with other gardeners, 
both experienced and new, to socialize 
and to ask questions.  My email is 
vbutcher@shaw.ca for those with 
suggestions for next year’s meetings.
Val  Butcher 

Pender Island Golf and 
Country Club
PIG&CC

Well I can honestly 
say that we’ve 

never had a season 
start like this before; 

COVID-19, “you don’t impress [us] 
much!”
The course officially opened May 8 to 
our members, and as of May 22 was 
opened to all.  We feel quite fortunate 
to have had a delay of only six weeks 
or so; at the beginning of this pandemic 
we had no idea when or if we would be 
able to open.
So of course, there will be some changes.  
It goes without saying that if you have 
a fever, cough, sore throat, or have 
been around someone with COVID-19, 
please do not show up at the golf club 
or restaurant.  While there will be a staff 
member in the Pro Shop every day, we 
will be booking tee times, renting power 
carts, and selling golf accessories only, 
i.e. golf balls, gloves, towels, tees, hats, 
and visors, as well as beer, pop, and 
snacks (and of course disinfectants!) We 
are allowing three golfers per booking 
and have spaced our tee times to 15 
minute intervals. (If you are interested 
in golfing with another couple, you 
will have to play as two twosomes with 
consecutive tee times).
Power carts are available for rent 
as single use only, and no sharing a 
power cart unless you live in the same 
household. There will be no club rentals 
at this time and all tee times are to be 
booked in advance. If you cannot book 

online, please call the Pro Shop at 629-
6659 and we will book a time for you.
Of course the golf season won’t be 
the same, as we have had to cancel all 
tournaments and events for the season, 
but we will make it our own.  Our 
Ladies’ and Men’s captains are working 
hard to make it a fun year.  Please call 
the Pro Shop if you have any questions 
or concerns; we would be happy to talk 
to you.
Most of you know that it was a dream of 
our beloved late member Vern Smyth for 
the club to get a wood chipper/shredder 
to help deal with all the brush created 
while maintaining the course.  To make 
this dream a reality Vern, together with 
Walt McAuley, began collecting our 
clubs’ recycle returnables to raise money 
to buy a chipper. They got a really great 
start, but as you know, at the time of 
Vern’s passing the fund was a little 
short. So to everyone who contributed 
to this fund in Vern’s memory, we would 
like to say a heartfelt thank you: Mission 
Accomplished!  See the photo of Walt 
performing the inaugural chip.
Golf is the closest game to the game we 
call life. You get bad breaks from good 
shots, you get good breaks from bad 
shots - but you have to play the ball 
where it lies. ~ Bobby Jones
Michel le  Galaugher,  Pro  Shop

Wal t  McAuley  per forming  the  inaugural  ch ip
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Pender Island   
Junior Sailing Association

The Board has decided 
that the courses for this 

summer will be cancelled.  
There are a variety of reasons 
contributing to this decision, 

which is regretted.
The Board hopes courses will resume 
next summer, presumably when 
everyone will have been vaccinated.
Bruce  Waygood,  Commodore

Pender Island    
Otters Swim Club

Well, here we 
are - still in 

a state of social 
distancing, and 

many stores and facilities have not 
opened up yet.  It has been a challenging 
month to sort out what our swim club 
summer alternate programs could look 
like, and the good news is - we have just 
started a ‘land based’ exercise program 
led by our Head Coach Cassidy Fraser.  
Yes, we are Zooming our once weekly 
‘stretch with Cassidy’ program, and 
then she sends out weekly routines for 
us to do on our own each day of the 
week.  Wednesday at 4:30 pm is the time 
we see really how we should be doing 
the exercises, and also see each other 
bouncing about in our own living rooms 
or outside on our decks.  Right now, it 
is the best we can do, but we will keep 
watch on when Panorama Pool opens 
again, and how they will run things if 
they do open later in the summer.  In the 
meantime, any of our members, or those 
new to us, who still want to join us for 
the summer, please go to our webpage 
of www.penderislandotters.webs.com 
and follow the prompts to registration.  
The really good part of joining now, 
even if you can’t attend all the ‘zoom 
get-together sessions,’ or actually get 
your feet into a pool, is that BCSSA 
Provincial Head Office will cover the 
Insurance for anyone who joins now, 
up to the deadline of July 9, 2020.  And, 
Region has covered their portion of that 
fee as well.  This means if you join now, 
you are covered until April 30, 2021 at 
no cost to you.  Come fall, when things 
hopefully will be somewhat closer to 

normal and registration starts again, 
those who registered in the summer are 
good for the year.  Anyone who was 
registered for the January - April session 
can apply the credit remaining from the 
last weeks of March and April towards 
our ‘alternate summer’ registration.  
Also, our rates are reduced by half for 
the programming we are able to offer 
right now, and we do hope we might yet 
get a wee bit of pool time before summer 
ends.  Fingers crossed; you never know.  
So for now, keep safe, have fun, and 
keep positive. 
Helen  Lemon-Moore ,  Pres ident

Pender Island Yacht Club

Since the last 
report, only two 

races have been run, 
due to high winds 

and too few boats.  Part of the problem 
has been that until May 9, boats were 
required to be single handed, or crewed 
by a family member.  Not all the boats 
are easy to single hand, especially if 
the winds are strong.  As of May 9, this 
rule was relaxed to allow a non-related 
crew member, but with the advice 
that it should be the same person for 
subsequent races.
The May 9 race was the “Round the 
Islands,” which if completed means 
circumnavigation of North and South 
Pender Islands.  This race starts at 9 
am, and ends at 4:30 pm.  Five boats 
participated, but conditions were not 
good.  Two boats, Kermit (Manfred 
Burandt) and Legacy (Bruce Waygood) 
made it from Shingle Bay to the second 
time-point, Fane Island opposite Hope 
Bay dock.  Kermit, which won the 
race based on the Fane Island time, did 
manage to round Gowlland Point, but the 
wind dropped and an opposing current 
made the third time-point beyond reach.
The next race was another trip down 
the Navy Channel between Pender 
and Mayne Islands, which is usually 
difficult.  Again five boats started the 
race that involved going around the UN 
buoy in front of the Channel Islands and 
then into Navy Channel to go around 
Fane Island and back to Shingle Bay. 
Again, the winds were generally light; 
three boats made it into Navy Channel: 
Kermit, Take Time (Stephen Fairclough), 

and Legacy.  Kermit had a big lead, but 
ended in a wind hole near Fane Island, 
and the other two boats were able to 
overtake Kermit. These three boats 
then tried to make the next time point 
at Stanley Point, but were only close at 
the end of race time.  Take Time won this 
race.
Because PIYC has cancelled its usual 
May and early June activities, the racing 
season has been extended until June 13.
The PIYC membership is in agreement 
that there will be a modified sail past 
on June 24.  It will be held at the same 
venue as last year at the end of Bedwell 
Harbour.  On shore activities will be in 
adherence with the social distancing and 
group size restrictions at the time.  If 
possible, a BBQ within the constraints 
will be organized. All cruising activities 
are cancelled at this time, but the intent 
is to quickly organize some cruises 
as the marinas open up.  PIYC is not 
currently holding monthly meetings, 
but as the cruise season looks like it will 
commence, Tom Caston, Commodore, 
will organize Zoom meetings so that the 
membership will be able to participate 
in the decisions that will have to be 
made in this unprecedented situation.
Bruce  Waygood,  Race  Capta in 

Cover Story

Apparently June is a good month 
for butterflies but not so much for 

Research Department staff members.  
We had a Zoom conference meeting 
with the Research people this week.  The 
R.D. staff members all loved the cover 
photo by Ewa Jarosinska, but when the 
“name the butterfly sweepstakes began” 
not only did their hands not shoot up in 
unison, but they could not wait to blurt 
out out some version of “Whatever,” 
“Beats me,” and my favourite, “Who do 
ya think I am, Lila Lepidopterist?”
Clearly the ongoing self-isolation, 
working from home and seeing no 
faces in the flesh except those of family 
members, is starting to grind on some 
of us.  It has been tough, but where else 
could you be so safe and relaxed as we 
are here on Pender?  We are lucky but 
as our leaders from government have 
repeated so often, “We cannot let up.”  
Even as formal restrictions are slowly 
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lifted, let’s do as required and move 
forward slowly.  No backward slide for 
BC and hopefully none for Canada. 
Our research wtaff is still the best in the 
business but I believe their butterfly-
schmutterfly attitude stemmed from 
other frustrations.  They were touchy and 
grumpy about the group’s shortcomings 
in the Name-that-Butterfly sweepstakes 
and I understand that.  Given a little time 
to lick their wounds, they wordlessly 
slipped back into the problem-solving 
mode and determined that our cover 
butterfly actually goes by the name of 
Edith’s Checker Spot.
In the interests of science I must tell you 
that Edith’s Latin name is Euphydryas 
editha.  I know, I know, I shouldn’t drift 
into Latin but Edith (if I may dare to 
assume that we are on a first name basis) 
insisted.  By the way, Edith is a member 
of the Nymphalidae family.  I have not 
met the whole family but I have heard 
that they are a nice, hard working 
Latin family.  As an interesting sidebar 
I believe that they made their family 
fortune running Victoria’s first gelato 
shop. The one with the sign on the wall 

saying “Make someone smile today.”
It is a good motto and today is a good 
time to start - especially if you start with 
some of our local heroes: the retailers, 
the first responders, the medical staff, 
the BC Ferry folks, the truckers, and all 
those Pender people that keep this great 
place running.
Mike  Wi ley

PeNder PoSt PaSt

June, 1990

I always start writing this article by 
going through the calendar for the 

month to see what was going on during 
this month 30 years ago.  A quick 
synopsis showed in June that the Surrey 
High School Band were performing at 
the school, Dr Andress (the vet) would 
be at Allisons’s farm for visits, first 
Farmers’ Market of the summer opened, 
the Galiano Garden Club visited the 

JuNe 2020 Word SearCh Puzzle By Cedar loPateCki - SolutioN to may oN Page 48

Pender Flower Growers for garden 
tours, and the Legion held a dinner 
dance.  These are just a few garnered 
from a quick look through a calendar 
that filled the familiar green front page 
of The Pender Post.  Turning the page 
to the list of Regular Meetings, we find 
that in June 1990, Pender Island had a 
Floral Arts Design Group, Bridge Club, 
Cubs, Beavers, and Sea Scouts, a Pony 
Club, and a Silverthreads group. These 
clubs no longer exist but may have been 
absorbed into some of the groups we 
currently have on the island.  The Lions 
held their Annual Heart Walk and very 
much in keeping with the centenarians 
of today, walking for money, Peter 
Flannigan of Pender finished the whole 
fivemile walk and did it just five months 
before his 100th birthday. It was reported 
that it was his third walk of the day, 
although it did not indicate if it was his 
third five-mile walk or if he had done 
some warmups.  Since I could not find 
much to top that accomplishment, I will 
finish here and see you next month with 
the July 1990 report.
Val  Butcher
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Weather oBServatioNS for aPril

                     Average Temperatures   Extreme Temperatures                  Precipitation
                     High  Low  Mean            High                    Low              Rain  Snow Total
Magic Lake   15.2  5.8    10.5              21.0 on 15th 7 16th    1.0 on 2nd       32.2  0.2    32.4
Normal           14.6  5.6    10.1              27.5 in 2016           -1.0 in 2008   52.3  0.0    52.3

April is a lovely time of the year even 
though it can be very changeable.  

It is spring and new life is appearing 
everywhere.  If you happened to be 
outside in the afternoon of April 3, 2020, 
or even looking out of your window, 
you would have seen a very unusual 
sight for Pender Island in April - snow!  
The snow was in the form of ice pellets 
which are small droplets of ice, like hail 
but much smaller and classified as snow 
by Environment Canada.  The overnight 
temperature was almost down to zero.  
After that excitement we enjoyed some 
fine sunny weather for three weeks, with 
temperatures even up to 21oC, and we 
were eating out on deck every evening.  
On April 6 a family member sent us a 
lovely photo of deep snow in Calgary 
so we replied with a clear photo of our 
deck and garden and a note to say that 
our outside temperature was 15oC.  Three 
days later the maximum temperature in 
my Stevenson Screen was 18.5oC and the 
water temperature in the lake was 14oC; 
not exactly a heat wave, but this was early 
in the month.  On April 21, the lake water 
temperature was up to 16oC and the next 
day it started to rain and the maximum air 
temperature was only 12oC.  It had been 
looking like a record dry April, and it was 
well below average, but not as low as 
1998 when we had only 9.6 mm of rain, 
or 2017 with 18.2 mm.
Every day in April we saw evidence of 
spring as new shoots appeared in the 
garden, blossom either appearing on 
trees or being replaced by tiny fruit; 
pollen covering the car (not so good), 
flowers opening, including the broom 
(not everyone’s favourite), birds arriving 
from their winter migration and other 
birds leaving for their summer nesting 
places; on the last day of the month I 
was pleased to see a family of tiny geese 
and also a new duck family.  It was nice 
to see the water lilies appearing on the 
lake after their winter hibernation.  The 
grass needed cutting again and it was a 
shame to cut down all those daisies, but 

they do recover.  Not a bad time of year 
to be confined to one’s home if you have 
pleasant surrounds and the weather has 
been great.  The pear trees were laden 
with blossom but no bees around and yet 
there had been so many bees in March; 
too much blossom for me to pollinate so 
I hope it happened naturally.
By the time you read this, our maximum 
daily temperature should be at least 
18 most days and could reach the high 
twenties.  The Summer Solstice occurs 
on June 20, the day before Father’s 
Day.  The Summer Solstice is the day 
when the sun is as far north as it comes; 
it is the longest day of the year and 
from then on the days get shorter for 
the next six months.  So why is June 
20 called the first day of summer?  
Why indeed?  June 24 is traditionally 
Midsummer’s Day.  I do not disagree 
with the date of Midsummer’s Day, but 
I think our summer begins in May, and 
fall or autumn begins on the day of our 
Fall Fair, towards the end of August 
(Unfortunately we will not have one 
this year).  Of course, I know there is a 
delay before summer and autumn begin 
because it takes a while for the Earth to 
warm up and to cool down especially 
in higher latitudes.  I can think of one 
reason why June may be considered 
the beginning of summer and that is 
because the only months in which I have 
recorded temperatures in excess of 30ºC 
are June, July, August and September, 
but who needs 30oC...I am happy with 
mid-twenties.
With an average precipitation of about 
30 mm, June is rarely a very wet month.  
An exception was 1997 when we had 
66 mm of rain.  1997 was a very wet 
year and one of the few years when 
we exceeded 1,000 mm; nearly every 
month that year had more than average 
precipitation.  This year we are, so far, 
well ahead of average precipitation, 
mainly because of the heavy rain in 
January and February.   I think June is 
the only month when we do not have a 

public holiday, but don’t forget Father’s 
Day.  I wish all my readers good health 
and we must all be careful to minimize 
the risk from COVID-19.
Malcolm Armstrong

late SuBmiSSioNS

Hope Bay Bible Camp

The COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to affect so many aspects of daily 

life, and has caused nearly everyone 
to implement new strategies. Through 
much prayer and conversation as a board 
and a team, we’ve made the difficult 
decision to cancel our regularly planned 
summer camps for the 2020 season. We 
want to keep Hope Bay Bible Camp 
as a unique and positive experience 
for all, and the health and safetyof 
everyone around us - our campers, our 
summer team, and our community - is 
paramount. Although this makes us sad, 
we’re choosing to focus on the ways 
in which we can still serve people and 
meet needs this summer.
Camp At Home

Because we can’t bring kids to camp, we 
want to send camp to kids! Registration 
is live to receive a parcel of the unique 
Hope Bay Bible Camp experience for 
Junior, Pre-Teen, and Teen campers. 
We’ve developed games and activities 
to promote exercise, creativity, and 
exploring the outdoors, and to engage 
kids with some familiar faces and places 
of Hope Bay, all while keeping screen 
time to a minimum.  
Register at hopebaybiblecamp.com. The 
fee includes all materials and shipping 
(anywhere in Canada!) and only covers 
our costs. We’ve made this as affordable 
as possible, but if finances are still a 
challenge, please contact us. We want 
camp to be available to everyone. On 
that note, if you‘d like to sponsor a box 
for a family to enjoy, please visit our 
sponsorship webpage.

Continued on page 42
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health  & healiNg ServiCeS

3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC

MIEKE TRUIJEN

Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week

Evenings &
Home Visits

Doctor’s referral not required

Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics 
Osteoporosis

Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions

Call For an Appointment

Physiotherapy Clinic
RPT

250.629.9910 

www.miekephysio.com

Potential Summer Options

We recognize our unique resources here 
and hope to offer safe and socially-
distanced options for families of Pender 
in this unique season. Working closely 
with provincial and regional protocols, 
we’re discussing the potential of some 
limited local summer programs. We 
may be able to host individual or 
small-group local families for short 
retreats, and/or Day Camp sessions for 
local children. We’re taking guidance 
from the BC Camps Association to 
determine plausibility. Although these 
are not yet determined or guaranteed, 
if you’re interested in either option, 
you can contact me directly to derek@
hopebaybiblecamp.com.
E-Store Fundraiser

We’re excited to introduce a Hope Bay 
online store. On the website you can 
purchase a few special products to help 
support us through this challenging 
financial season while showing off your 
love for Hope Bay Bible Camp. Visit 

Continued from page 41

the store through our website to view 
merchandise options for this year.
The Future

We’re thankful for your patience and 
understanding as we seek to implement 
new strategies in this uncharted territory. 
None of us really knows how long 
this pandemic will last, nor its lasting 
impacts.
Like each of you, we will miss the joy, 
excitement, and connection that summer 
camp brings. We love doing camp and 
we love connecting with people, so 
we can’t wait to welcome you here 
when that is once again both safe and 
responsible. In the meantime, may you 
be surprised by joy in these uncertain 
times.
Derek  Broughton ,    
In ter im Minis t ry  Direc tor

Pender Island Grade 12 
Graduation Ceremony 

As many of you know, school this 
final semester for the Grade 12s 

is entirely different than any student 
or parent could have imagined. It 
also created a unique opportunity to 
celebrate the accomplishments of our 
Grade 12s on island in a COVID-19 
responsible way. Please join us outside 
the Community Hall on Saturday, June 
13 at 4 pm. Areas for spectators will be 
set up in family groupings, with ample 
space between different households. Let 
us continue recognizing our amazing 
graduates at a post-commencement 
tea party. More details to come, but as 
of now we are looking for volunteers 
to play music, direct foot traffic, and 
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faith BulletiN

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road

June is upon us and we continue on our journey of health practices to protect ourselves and each other from COVID-19.  
Canadians are still encouraged to stay at home as much as possible.  In Canada there have been 78,500 cases of Covid and 

5,944 people have died. A positive statistic, since the lockdown, is that there has been a 17% decrease in global carbon emissions.
In this ‘new normal’ we still hope and yearn for a return to the old normal.  During the latter part of June, our churches may start 
reopening for worship, while observing various protocols.  These parameters are being studied.  In the meantime, we will continue 
to have online interactive Zoom services, meetings via Zoom, and also to communicate by phone and email. Please be safe, calm, 
and kind. Ellen Willingham, 629-6700, and the parish email at admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca.

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome!

In keeping with government directives and in concern for the well-being of our people, Pender Island Community Church will 
not hold regular services for the next while.  Notice will be given when it appears safe and wise to resume.  Watch our website.  

In the meanwhile, those with needs for prayer or assistance may contact the church by way of Judy Neil at jneil4@shaw.ca.

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services 
4705 Buccaneers Road

Even though some restrictions related to COVID-19 have been slightly lifted by the provincial government, we are still faced 
with many challenges and uncertainties.  The Catholic Diocese of Victoria has a small committee that is working on plans for 

the re-opening of diocesan churches in a way that will ensure the health and safety of all. Until specific opening guidelines are 
given to parishes, services at St. Teresa’s Chapel will not resume in the near future. Parishioners and other interested people are 
asked to check the diocesan website  www.rcdvictoria.org  or contact St. Teresa’s Chapel at stteresachapel@gmail.com for further 
information. Meanwhile, stay safe at home and participate in the many on-line ways to keep your faith alive.

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)

June 5  7:00 pm  Feast of Nur (Light) - To be celebrated amongst the Gulf Island Baha’is (Galiano, Pender and   
    Salt Spring) on Zoom. 
June 24  7:00 pm  Feast of Rahmat (Mercy).  To be celebrated amongst the Gulf Island Baha’is on Zoom
• Devotional meeting and discussion group
We are working on a Zoom format for the Gulf Islands to participate in.  Those who would like to share in these activities, please 
call Don or Bev at 250-412-2524 for more information.       
• From the writings of the Bahá’í Faith:
O SON OF SPIRIT! My first counsel is this:  Possess a pure, kindly and radiant heart, that thine may be a sovereignty ancient, 
imperishable and everlasting.  Page 3 of The Hidden Words by Baha’u’llah

The Church at Hope Bay
Hope Bay Bible Camp,  4302 Bedwell Harbour Road (Entrance on Hooson Road)

The Hope Bay Fellowship is holding off on doing indoor services and potlucks at Hope Bay BIble Camp. Instead we’ll be 
meeting for one hour each week at 11 am in safer, outdoor beach or park locations to sing, read scripture, and pray for our 

families, and community. Everyone is welcome. If you wish to be added to our email list to receive notifications of locations 
and details, please reach out to robertjoelcooper@gmail.com or call Bobby at 250-882-5571 for details. May everyone in our 
community feel the deep anchoring of God’s love and hope during this uncertain season.

provide refreshments for after. 
Please contact Liis Graham at 
liisgraham@gmail.com if you are 
interested in volunteering at this special 
event.

Li is  Graham   
Learning  In tegrat ion  Suppor t 
Teacher  Fernwood Elementary 
School ,  SD 64
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CoNtraCtorS

Shorehaven 
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter

Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

General Contracting
Project Management

Site Preparation
Renovations

Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work
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CoNtraCtorS

Quality service available
for all your plumbing

and gas needs

Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations

Journeyman
Licenced
Insured

30 Years Experience

Email
penderplumber@gmail.com

References gladly provided

Construction
Decks, Stairs, & 
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs

References Available
Worksafe Certified

Strong communication and organizational skills

Lance Mueller
778.676.0061

thebigdogservices@gmail.com

BIG DOG
S e r v i c e s

Professional Service...
Professional Results...

Let’s Gutter done!

James Constable
250.629.6222
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Be sure to look us up at
islandglasstek.com

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window   
 Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and 
 Frameless Stainless Steel  
 Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies   
 (Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and   
 Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

A DIVISION OF

• Chimney Inspections

• Chimney Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repair

9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

markftts@gmail.com

CoNtraCtorS

Architectural Millwork
Custom Doors and 

Windows
Stairs and Handrail

Kitchens and Cabinets

Certified Duradek Vinyl Installations
Excell Aluminum Railing Installations

Rot Repair & Deck Reconstruction

Contact us for a free estimate

250-655-0666
gulfislandsdeck@gmail.com

DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
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C. BOYTE
ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS
Providing:
• quality design wiring
• overhead and 

underground service
installations

• over 20 years on the
Gulf Islands.

For estimates and information
on your residential, commercial,

or industrial project, call

Charlie at 250-537-0166

24 Hour Emergency Service

Bonded – Reg. #35042

CoNtraCtorS

alaneneil@shaw.ca

More than 20 years of electrical service on Pender Island
New Construction • Renovations • Emergency Power Systems • Landscape Lighting

Generator Service and Supply

alan@gentechpwr.com

250-999-7977

Booking for fall service now.

Make sure your generator 
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

-Certified Technician

-Generac Warranty Work

-Maintenance Packages
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CoNtraCtorS

 • Hosting an event? Wedding, Reunion? 
 • Needing extra facilities?
 • We now have portable toilets for rent

250.629.6690

Weekly
Residential and commercial garbage pick up

7 Days a Week, 10 am - 10 pm
Medicine Beach household residential bagged garbage

NO construction waste or recycling

Other services
Compostables pick up • Bin service • Commercial recycle • Demolitions

piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Tree Frog
 Spas

Registered
H2O Spa Dealer, 

and Warranty Repair

Mike Jamieson
  250-222-6453

jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation 

Pender Island

           All New Rental Tools!
   Water grinder and concrete mix for making  
   your own concrete countertops. Come see
   us for ace.
   Also checkout our new Fein Multister
   Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.

Solution to last month’s puzzle
Seasonal Skies
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

Driftwood: 250-629-3383  *  Hope Bay: 250-629-3166  *  Sidney: 250-656-5062
Saturna: 250-539-2121  *  Galiano: 250-661-8583 * Campbell River: 250-203-3919

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

PRO U DLY  S O L D

*Indicates the last MLS list price

NEW P
 R IC

 E

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

MLS# 425835 - $1,399,000 MLS# 421260 - *$195,000

MLS# 424700 - $1,399,000 MLS# 421835 - *$299,900

MLS# 422000 - *$519,000MLS# 410304 - $499,000MLS# 422091- *$449,900

PRO U DLY  S O L D

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

PRO U DLY  S O L D

PRO U DLY  S O L D
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

AL TRELFORD 
250-629-3383

COLIN DENTON
250-629-2210

EMIL CHERVATIN 
250-661-8583

GAVIN LONERGAN
778-977-2507

JAIME MacLEAN
604-505-9144                                                      

SANDY MUNDY
250-507-6546 

SAM BOYTE
250-704-6226   

SHERRIE BOYTE 
250-217-0338

TANJA LONERGAN
250-507-2487

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

As the Province eases the COVID-19 restrictions we at Dockside Realty are committed to keeping 

our community and families safe.

We still have a very low inventory of homes available on Pender and we have buyers looking and 

making offers on well-priced listings.  If you are considering selling your home give us a call for 

a no-obligation market analysis.

To make it easier for buyers to view listings, while still limiting their travel, we will create a video 

walk-through of your home and have it available at DocksideRealty.ca and Realtor.ca.  Our 

Realtors® will also use video calls to offer buyers live tours of the homes they are interested in.

When in homes we will ensure that the realtor, photographer, inspectors, and appraisers remove 

shoes outside and sanitize hands before opening and closing only one entry door.  No unnecessary 

surface contact will be made when inside the home. The door handle, inside and out, shall be 

sanitized when leaving. Anyone entering the home will be symptom-free and will not be under 

mandatory self-isolation from travel.

It is our hope that you and your families can stay safe and well.

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

MLS# 424401 - $849,000MLS# 426163 - $799,000MLS# 423563 - *$559,000

PRO U DLY  S O L D
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Scan the QR code with your phone to begin listening.

TAKE OUR 
ADVISORS TO GO!
Listen to our NEW podcast

Bank. Borrow. Insure. Invest.islandsavings.ca/wealthbeing

Keeping it Simple®

WEALTHBEING 
Every week, our experts Travis Koivula & Derrick Sketchley diagnose  
a spending, saving, borrowing, investing, or other financial problem  
to provide simple advice that can help you thrive.
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ART IN NATURE &

MUSIC DISCOVERY

ju l y  20 - 2 4  &  augu s t  1 7 - 2 1

a ge s  6 - 1 2

$ 1 4 0 / c amp  o r  $ 1 8 5 /bo th

w w w . p t a r m i g a n a r t s . o r g / p r o g r a m s
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FOR  MORE  I N FO  AND  TO  REG I S TER  V I S I T

MUSIC

PRODUCTION

ju l y  6 - 1 0

age s  1 2 +

$ 1 8 5

Learn the basics of songwriting,

production, and recording and finish

the week with your own recorded

tune!

Enjoy a morning of pottery and other

art with Ilse Phillips, and spend the

afternoon exploring music, rhythm

and melody with Ben McConchie!
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