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Cover Photo

In honour of the 40th Anniversary of the 
Pender Island Health Centre, the cover 

features an aerial photo donated by 
Claudia Lorenz, who holds an advanced 
drone pilot flying licence from Transport 
Canada. Thanks to Claudia for her skill 
in assembling this panorama.
A reminder that the “50” on the cover 
marks the half century of The Pender 
Post from 1971-2021. We’re fortunate 
in having long-standing community 
organizations like The Pender Post and 
the Health Centre which contribute so 
much to island life.  
Turn to page 41 for the inspiring dream-
to-reality cover story of how our Health 
Centre came to be.  You may also read 
this story online at www.penderpost.org.

Pender Post notes

Jean Bradley Scholastic Gift

In this time of COVID-19, it seems 
especially meaningful to assist 

students who are entering the field of 
health care.  Once again, the Pender Post 
Society is offering a $500 scholastic 
gift to commemorate Jean Bradley’s 
life and volunteer work on Pender 
Island. The scholastic gift is to be used 
for studies in a field relating to health 
care, and is available to Pender Island 
residents (applicants need not be recent 
graduates, and previous recipients may 
re-apply).  Application forms may be 
picked up from The Pender Post folder 
at Dockside Realty (completed forms 
may be dropped off there as well), or 
found on page 3 and 4 of this issue.  The 
deadline to apply is July 15. Please email 
Dianne at dianneonpender22@gmail.
com to let us know you have applied, 
and she will pick up your forms.
Successful applicants will be notified by 
July 31.
Annie Smith

AGM

The Pender Post Society AGM took 
place on May 18, 2021 via Zoom.  

It has been a challenging year for us all, 
but we look forward to serving Pender 
Island and continuing to celebrate our 

50 years in print (and now online as 
well).  Vicki Dutton has stepped down 
as president, so there have been some 
changes in the executive: Annie Smith 
will attempt to fill Vicki’s shoes; Tania 
Schissler continues as vice-president, 
Dianne Allison as treasurer, and Jan 
Wallace is our new secretary.  Many 
thanks to Vicki for her leadership, and 
we are very glad that she will continue 
to be part of the board.
Annie Smith

Our 50th Anniversary Continues

Over the years, many changes in the 
layout of The Pender Post occurred 

- but the way the newsletter was printed 
changed considerably. 
When Alea Design & Print on Mayne 
Island took over the printing of The 
Pender Post, each month the “paste-up” 
copy (later SmartPlates) had to be hand 
delivered to Mayne Island.  Someone 
had to take the portfolio to the Otter 
Bay Ferry Terminal and hope there was 
someone in the lineup either going to 
Mayne, Galiano, or Tsawwassen willing 
to be a mule for us.  If that person wasn’t 
going to Mayne Island, they would have 
to go to the car deck, walk off the ferry, 
hand it to someone from Alea Design 
& Print, and get back on the ferry. This 
was always a worry every month.  One 
month, I can’t remember the reason why 
the SmartPlates couldn’t go by ferry to 
Mayne Island, but Maria Watson’s son, 
Colin, and I delivered the portfolio by 
canoe (Maria Watson was our editor 

Portfolio being handed to Colin Watson
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and overall go-to person from May 
1977 to December 1999).  We boarded 
the canoe at Hope Bay and had a very 
enjoyable paddle over to Horton Bay on 
Mayne Island.  It was actually quite a 
quick trip, but all in all, the delivery was 
made and The Pender Post got printed 
on schedule.  It sounds far fetched, but 
we have the photographs to prove it.
Eventually we were able to send a 
print quality file to our printer without 
the hassle of delivering a hard copy.  
The process of creating our monthly 
newsletter has certainly evolved over 
the 50 years. 
Michel  Pe l le t ier

sPeCial notiCes

Bursaries

The following organizations 
have bursaries available and are 

mentioned in their respective reports.  
Here is a list of the bursaries and the 
dates that the applications are due.
• Legion Sir Percy Lake Memorial 

Scholarship - June 25
• Lions Club Bursary - June 30
• Pender Island Community Service 

Society (Nu-To-Yu) Bursary - June 30
• Pender Post Scholastic Gift - July 15

• Coleman/Rogers Memorial Bursary  
- August 15

• RCL Branch 239 Scholarship   
- August 31

• Legion Poppy Campaign Bursary  
- August 31

• Legion Jake Bachmeier Memorial 
Bursary - August 31

• Farmers’ Institute - Neptune Navy 
Grimmer/Ashton Ross-Smith Bursary 
- Applications closed

Anglican Parish Affordable 
Rental Housing Initiative

This is really a rallying call!   Are 
you passionately and sincerely 

interested in doing something about the 
serious, even dire, lack of decent and 
affordable rental housing - for anyone of 
any age - on Pender Island?   (It seems 
the situation is currently more dire than 
ever because of the combined effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, with people 
making more use of their properties 
here, and the hot real estate market 
causing landlords to evict tenants in 
order to sell.)  If so, please read on.
As many of you may know, members 
of the Anglican Parish Council, 
strongly encouraged by our rector, 
Ellen Willingham, have been exploring 
the idea of using part of the 10-acre 
property on Canal Road, where St. 
Peter’s Church and the church hall 
are situated, for an affordable rental 
housing complex.  Over two and a half 
years of effort has gone into research, 
discussion, and proposals. The owners 
(the Anglican Diocese of BC) were very 
willing to consider a long-term lease 
arrangement if the appropriate funding 
and bureaucratic measures were all 
lined up.  The idea was for the Pender 
Island Housing Society (PIHS) to be 
the applicant to BC Housing and to 
other funding organizations, and then 
the operator of the facility.  This would 
potentially be “phase 3” of their current 
Plum Tree Court expansion project. 
Early in 2020 the Parish Council 
received a very supportive response 
to this initiative from the Diocese in 
the form of a $5,000 grant to hire a 
professional development company to 
do a high-level feasibility study of the 

Michel and Colin delivering The Pender Post to Mayne Island by canoe
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project - that is, to look at the land, 
the community need, the BC Housing 
requirements, and - of course - the costs.  
This was an exciting time:  M’akola 
Development Services was hired, a 
memorandum of understanding was 
completed between the Parish and PIHS, 
and a small Steering Committee was 
formed, comprised of Rod Kirkwood 
(president of the Pender Island Housing 
Society), Shannon Brayford (of PIHS), 
Terry Shepherd, Magy Miranda, Susan 
Mark (of the Parish) and myself, with 
Andrea Mills and Patricia Holborn 
providing invaluable advice.  As part 
of our efforts we created and sent out 
a survey to Pender Islanders asking 
for opinions on this topic.   We chose 
(after consultation with Islands Trust 
representatives) to base the idea on 
10 to 12 modest rental units, and the 
assumption was that the cost of the land 
would be minimal (ie. a long term lease 
rate).  The M’akola report was duly 
completed in February this year, with 
the following recommendation:  “Based 
on the proposed 10-12 unit development 
at the Parish site, M’akola Development 
Services believes the Project has merit 
and recommends proceeding with pre-
development work and studies to move 
the Project forward.”  A copy of this 
report can be made available to anyone 
interested.
Meanwhile, sadly, we have hit a 
bump in the road.  The Diocese had a 
bad experience with a church-related 
affordable housing project in Esquimalt, 
leaving them very cautious about further 
involvement with any affordable housing 
projects in the future.  This caution is 
exacerbated by the sky-rocketing costs 
of building which call into question 
the feasibility of any such project, but 
perhaps especially on an island such as 
Pender.
This shift in attitude by the Diocese 
suggests that a long-term lease 
arrangement for use of the land is not 
likely to be attainable, but subdivision 
and sale of a piece of the acreage has 
not been ruled out.  The Parish Council 
is still supportive, and is hoping that 
with sufficient community involvement 
- reflected, perhaps, in leadership, 
energy, expertise, and maybe financial 
contributions - this initiative can still 
proceed.  If this particular piece of land 

is deemed to be the best shot for such a 
project (and its location along with its 
current zoning of “Community Service 
for church”, plus early indications of a 
very good water supply, suggest it may 
be), we do still have a positive link with 
the Diocese to try to renegotiate some 
way of using it, and there is the above-
mentioned research and feasibility 
report to work with.  But the Parish 
Council has taken it as far as we feel we 
are able at this point.
It would seem that the next steps needed 
will involve conducting a careful and 
very thorough study of exactly what 
type of affordable rental housing the 
community needs and wants, along 
with what the community vision 
might be.  This, I think, will involve a 
more detailed and carefully prepared 
survey, and maybe a petition, along 
with community consultation, online if 
necessary, and/or in person when we are 
allowed.  Perhaps we might hold small-
group brainstorming sessions outdoors?  
But there will not be any next steps 
unless there is sufficient community 
engagement.
Many people have contributed thus 
far, and my thanks go, especially, to 
Ellen Willingham, Sherrie Boyte, Ron 
Henshaw, Karl Hamson, Steve Wright, 
Jane Morley, and Ben McConchie, 
as well as to the Steering Committee 
members mentioned above, and to many 
others.
Now we are at a crossroads

What do you think?  Are you interested?   
Do you have knowledge, expertise, 
skills, passion, ideas, and/or any other 
asset that you would be willing to share 
to help address this need?   Do we have 
a commitment to community action?  In 
the past Pender Islanders have put their 
collective heads together with great 
success.  Perhaps we can rally round 
again, focusing on problem solving, 
and achieve some measure of success 
to help house those in our community 
who are in great need?  Please feel free 
to contact me.
Patricia Callendar,  on behalf  of 
the Parish of  Pender and Saturna 
Islands

Summer Earth   
Education Day Camp

The Gulf Islands Centre for 
Ecological Learning (GICEL) 

will again be offering a summer earth 
education day camp for Pender children 
as well as summer visitors.  The children 
will explore, learn, and play together 
in the forests, freshwater, and marine 
environments of Pender Island. Day 
Campers will have hands-on experiences 
in understanding ecosystems through 
multi-sensory explorations, learning 
about animal and bird communities and 
behaviour, gardening, composting, food 
chains, pyramids and webs, journaling, 
and self reflection.  Specifically 
designed games reinforce the concepts, 
and activities have children learn by role 
playing as prey, predators, pollinators, 
salmon, and orcas...to name a few.
July 2 - 5, 10 am to 4 pm daily

This camp is for children ages 6 to 12 
and the cost is $170/week per child.
If the cost poses a hardship, GICEL has 
limited funds for financial assistance. 
Thanks to the Pender Island Lions Club 
for this support.



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J u n e  2 0 2 1  -  5 0 t h8 

Join our dynamic leaders and amazing 
youth mentors and explore the gifts 
of nature on the Pender Islands.  
Registration and Waiver forms can be 
downloaded at www.gicel.ca/programs/ 
from the school or in the community 
box at the real estate office. For more 
information or to register email pender_
gicel@hotmail.com.

From our mla

As the provincial vaccine 
roll-out continues, it 
is important that all 
community members have 

the correct information about current 
COVID protocols and vaccinations. 
We encourage everyone to register for 
a COVID vaccine as soon as possible.  
Over the past few weeks, my office 
has been receiving many questions 
from constituents regarding current 
COVID restrictions and what the rules 
are around travel. Restrictions have 
changed as of May 25. The government 
has introduced a 4 step BC Restart plan 
and we are now currently in Step 1.  

Step 1 means that outdoor personal 
gatherings of up to 10 people and indoor 
gatherings with up to 5 visitors or 1 
other household are allowed. Indoor low 
intensity group exercise is also allowed 
while indoor high intensity group exercise 
remains prohibited. Indoor and outdoor 
dining is now allowed with capacity 
limits based on physical distancing. 
There is a maximum of 6 people allowed 
at a table which is not restricted to your 
household or bubble. You must still wear 
a mask when not at a table.  Furthermore, 
masks are still required for everyone in 
public indoor settings.  Non-essential 
travel between travel zones remains 
restricted.  I would encourage you to visit 
the BC Government’s COVID website 
where a more fulsome list of restrictions 
can be found. 
Community members continue to be 
vaccinated on the Saanich Peninsula, 
Salt Spring and the Southern Gulf 
Islands. Over the past month, clinics 
have been traveling to the Southern Gulf 
Islands where Island Health has taken 
the ‘Whole Community Approach,’ 
meaning that whole communities 
(18+) are vaccinated at one time. The 

clinics have now finished distributing 
the first dose of the COVID vaccine to 
constituents on Mayne Island, Saturna 
Island, Galiano Island and Pender 
Island.  
Several constituents from Salt Spring 
have reached out to my office with 
questions as to why Salt Spring was not 
included in this ‘Whole Community.’ I 
have shared these concerns with Island 
Health. They have informed me that the 
decision to take this approach was based 
on travel barriers to access larger clinics 
as well as a population under 4,000. 
Registration for the COVID vaccine 
is now open to all those 12+. We urge 
everyone to register for a vaccine as 
soon as possible.  The fastest option for 
registration is online at getvaccinated.
gov.bc.ca. To register online you must 
provide your first and last name, date 
of birth, postal code, Personal Health 
Number, email address/phone number. 
You can still register even if you do 
not have a Personal Health Number 
either over the phone or at a Service BC 
office. To register by phone, you can call 
1-833-838-2323. This phone number is 
in operation 7 days a week from 7 am 
- 7 pm. If you need a translator, one 
can be provided. If you’d like specific 
information regarding vaccines for 
youth (age 12-17) please visit this 
government website. Youth can get 
vaccinated by themselves, with their 
parents, with their friends, or with a 
trusted adult.   
In the past week, my office has also 
received several inquiries regarding 
registration for the second dose of the 
vaccine. If you received your first dose 
before the online registration was rolled 
out, you will have to register for your 
second dose. You can do so either over 
the phone or online. If you received your 
first dose after the online registration 
system was rolled out, then you will 
be notified either by email/phone/text 
when you can book your second dose. 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about the current COVID restrictions or 
how to register for a vaccine, please do 
not hesitate to contact my office either 
by email adam.olsen.mla@leg.bc.ca or 
over the phone (250-655-5600).
Adam Olsen
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Emergency Funds are available to Islanders facing financial difficulties thanks to generous donations from members

of our community.  Applications for Emergency Funds are confidential and reviewed once per week by an

independent board.  Approved applicants will receive Tru Value gift cards in denominations ranging from $50-$200

(depending on family size), or microgrants up to $500.  

DONATE:  E-transfer sgicrc@shaw.ca with subject line “For Emergency Funds.”  For more information, please contact the

SGI CRC: execdir@sgicommunityresources.ca or call 250-629-3665.  Together we have provided financial assistance to

19 Islanders so far!  Your generous support of this fund provides tangible help for those who most need it – THANK YOU!

APPLY: Please visit www.sgicommunityresources.ca/covid-19-financial-supports-and-resources/ for more info or to fill

out a confidential application form or pick one up at the CRC Office or in the Community Box at Dockside Realty in the

Driftwood (in the Community Resource Centre file folder).

PENDER ISLAND EMERGENCY FUNDS

in aPPreCiation

Thank You!

A huge shout out to our local Canada 
Post superheroes who took the 

initiative and time to find mailing 
addresses for the ICBC rebate cheques 
that were sent out with incomplete 
addresses. This is really above and 
beyond expectation and I super 
appreciate the extra effort everyone put 
in on my (and others’) behalf!
The Minister in charge of ICBC is Mike 
Farnworth, Solicitor General if you want 
to provide feedback: PSSG.Minister@
gov.bc.ca
Mir jam van  Hasse l t

Goodbye from the Bellemares
Monica & Michelle

Mom and I will have moved off 
Pender by the time this is printed 

but we just wanted to say “goodbye” as 
best we could during COVID-19.
Thanks kindly to Dr. Moore, Jane 
Harrison, paramedics, and helicopter 
crews for taking such wonderful care of 
Mom (Monica) during her concerning 
heart issue.  We were so grateful for 
the speedy response in getting Mom 
flown to the hospital in Victoria.  A 
personal thank you to Tracy Baird and 
Jane Harrison for their empathy towards 
me when I was hovering over Mom, so 
worried about her. Thanks also to Tracy 
Adams and Dr. Moore for the medical 
care over the years for us (and their 
humour) and to Shelley, Jane, Tracy, 
Barb, Tracey, and Geneva for the cheery 
over-the-phone and in-person assistance 
with TAP forms and appointments.

Without my great organizing and packing 
team, Vanessa Levesque, Tracey Jayne, 
and Wendy Danford, I never would have 
made it to the big moving day.  Thanks 
kindly for keeping me in line with the 
deadline, lol.  For my dear friends Donna 
Mosk and Carol Demers big virtual hugs 
and much love for being so supportive 
with your uplifting emails and cheery 
phone calls to keep me going during 
Mom’s medical crisis and the dreaded 
packing weeks.  Wow, I am so lucky to 
have friends like you both.
Grateful thanks to the following 
businesses as well:
• Southridge Country Store - Amanda, 

Rob, Matt, and the gals, thanks for 
the unique and tasty food offerings 
and fun atmosphere in your store.Jo’s 
place - Mom said the Breaky Buns 
and fluffy pancakes were the best!  
Thanks Jo and Alix.  You guys rock 
at the restaurant business.

• Pender Island Recycling - We ap-
preciate all your efforts for keeping 
this small part of the planet cleaner.  
Thank you Niki, Celine, and depot 
staff.

• Pender Island Home Hardware 
Building Centre - Our thanks to Don, 
Linda, Deb, Todd, and Donny, who 
helped with our renos, landscaping, 
and kept our birds happy with suet.

• Pender Island Pharmacy - Thanks 
kindly for taking care of our prescrip-
tions and keeping us entertained with 
the variety of jigsaw puzzles and 
lovely cards.

• Tru Value Foods - Big thanks for the 
delivery service (past and present) 

especially during COVID-19.  Mike, 
I will miss our conversations over the 
gate, lol.

• Pender Island Disposal Services - I 
always tried to yell “thank you” to 
the truck driver as he did the weekly 
pick up.  He did a stellar job.

• The Pender Post - Michel, Dianne, 
and previously Helen, thanks for 
resizing my ads, proofreading, and 
keeping The Pender Post coming to 
our door.

• Pender Island Veterinary Clinic, Dr. 
Gordon Oudman and staff - Loki 
thanks you for taking such good care 
of her.  You are all such a nice bunch 
of folks.

• Slow Coast Coffee - Our fave was 
“Mother’s Day” Tea.  We loved the 
vintage touches & tasty savories and 
sweets.  Thanks for the smiles.

• Medicine Beach Grocery Store - 
Leila, you are sorely missed and we 
wish you well for the future.  We 
loved the Tortierre!

• Penderosa Pizza - Well boys, what 
can we say but wow, your pizzas and 
pastas were fantastic.  Much luck for 
your next great adventure.

• Pender Island Post Office - (Sharon, 
Ann, Karen, Liz, Dave, and previ-
ously Carolyn, Rod, Daisy, Duncan)  
Wonderful camaraderie, thoughtful-
ness, and caring.

• Finally, special thanks to Andrea 
(Community Hall), Barb (Food 
Bank), and the volunteers who assist 
them.  Kudos everyone...super job!
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Anne�Davis 250-629-6114BFA,�ECE,�SNE,�AMS

infant/toddler,�preschool,�out-of-school,�home�school�support

Hope you all stay safe and enjoy your 
sunny summer days ahead.  Virtual 
hugs!  Will miss you all!
Monica  and  Michel le  Be l lemare , 
Ladysmi th

haPPy Birthday

Happy Birthday LaLa, lots of love 
from your brother baby, and Edna  

Birth announCement

Raff James Melling Nowak
October 28, 2020

A baby has been born to parents 
Martina Nowak (who grew up on 

Pender), and Andrew Melling (Victoria). 
Raff James Melling Nowak was born on 
October 28, 2020 at 2:13 am, coming in 
at 7 lb 11 oz. Martina did all the work, 
assisted by her husband Andrew and 

sister Nadia, the midwife, plus nurses at 
Victoria General Hospital. By the time 
you read this, Raff will be seven months 
old! It is both ordinary and amazing to 
witness the miracle of his development, 
as he grows and changes. Just by being, 
Raff brings a lot of joy as well as a sense 
of hope to his close family members. 
Supporters include aunts Nadia, Laura, 
Ayla, and Erica; uncles Keenan, Quinn, 
and Max; cousin Grayson; grandparents 
Andy Nowak and Mary, Liz (Sidney), 
Dr. Jim (Victoria), and Rik (with Pearl 
watching over).
Mary Reher

rememBering

Mary Edith Afford
April 24, 1924 - April 19, 2021

Mary was born on April 24, 1924 in 
England at the Leicester Hospital, 

where her grandfather was a surgeon.  
She had a privileged upbringing, 
growing up as the daughter of the Quaker 
industrial Simpson family of Horsehay 
Works.  Her lucky childhood allowed 
her to attend school and be friends with 
the Cadbury chocolate family. 
Mary worked as a nutritionist during 
WWII to ensure the troops were 
receiving an adequate diet.  During the 
London air raids she had to sleep in the 
underground train stations.  After the 
war, she ventured out to Kenya to help 
her older sister, Elizabeth, who was in a 
weakened state not only because she had 
given birth to her daughter, Helen, but 
also because she was recovering from 
malaria.  It was on this visit to Kaptagat 
that Mary met John, an adventuresome 
Kenya-born local five years younger 
than her. She took a job as a secretary at 
the Kaptagat school while dating John 
and enjoying adventures in the highlands 
of Kenya.  After a year of too many late 
nights out dancing with John, Mary lost 
her job so she went back to England to 
help with her ailing grandmother.  She 
spent the next year back in England 
where she declined a marriage proposal 
by a more educated Englishman and 

Raff is about 4.5 months of age in this 
photo
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agreed by letter to marry John.  He flew 
out on Christmas Eve and they were 
married January 2, 1951. 
On her return to Kaptagat, Mary worked 
as a secretary at the sawmill until the 
birth of Sue in 1952.  Shortly after, 
the Mau Mau (native) rebellion began 
and John enlisted.  Mary left for the 
safety of England to have their second 
child, Charles, not only because of 
the rebellion but also because she had 
turned blue, delivering her first child at 
the 9,000’ elevation in Kenya.  Realizing 
the future of the British in the Kenya 
colony was in peril, once John finished 
his two and a half years of enlistment, 
they decided to make an adventuresome 
future in Canada.  In the spring of 
1955, John obtained a farm job in the 
Salmon Arm area, then pregnant Mary 
followed two months later with her two 
young children on the long ship voyage 
across the Atlantic and train ride across 
Canada.
Mary adjusted well to the new adventure 
despite having to initially live in a basic 
farmworker’s cottage that had only 
rudimentary plumbing.  After a few 
months they were able to buy their first 
house just in time for the delivery of 
their youngest child, David, and before 
one of the coldest Canadian winters 
took hold.  As time progressed, they 
were able to buy a better house and a 
business.  Mary was a proud stay-at-
home mom, PTA and Women’s Institute 
secretary, and took care of the business 
and family finances.
As the family grew up, they had many 
boating adventures in their homemade 
boats, often up Anstey Arm on Shuswap 
Lake.  They also boated from Revelstoke 
to the Grand Coulee Dam before the 
Arrow Lakes were flooded.  They 
ventured down the Yukon River from 
Whitehorse to Dawson City, explored 
many northern lakes including Atlin, 
Stuart, Takla, Babine, Clearwater...they 
then moved on to sailing adventures 
around the coastal Gulf Islands. 
In 1973, Mary and John sold their 
business and house and had their 
homebuilt 41’ sailboat transported to the 
coast, where they had many excursions 
up the coast as far as Glacier Bay, 
Alaska.  After a few years of nomadic 
life on the boat and travelling in a small 

camper to Mexico, across the USA, and 
Canada, they set roots on Pender Island 
for 36 years.
Mary enjoyed the Pender life of boating, 
hiking, gardening, bird watching, and 
pilates. She liked the relaxed, friendly 
Pender locals she met at the garden 
club, pilates classes, the hairdresser 
visits, and the unique Nu-To-Yu store.  
When John and Mary weren’t building 
houses or boats, they were off operating 
canal boats in England, rafting the 
Tatshenshini and Firth rivers, canoeing 
the Thelon River and the Saskatchewan 
north, or exploring in their small camper.
When John passed away in 2013, after 
62 years of marriage, Mary realized she 
could no longer look after their five-acre 
Pender property alone, so she moved to 
Amica Beechwood Village in Sidney.  
At Beechwood she was treated well by 
the caring staff.  As her medical needs 
increased, she had to make the move, 
one and a half years ago, to the Saanich 
Peninsula Hospital long-term care unit 
where the staff were amazing despite 
the challenges of COVID.  Mary passed 
away peacefully in her sleep April 19.
Mary is survived by her sister, Anna, 
and family in Australia, daughter Sue 
Arnold, sons Charlie (Cathy), Dave 
(Linda), and grandchildren Heather 
(Scott), Jenny (Chris), Melissa (Sean), 
Rebecca (Ryan), and great grandchildren 
Ella and Leo.
Dave,  Sue ,  and  Char l ie  Af ford

Brian Henry Starkey
December 24,1940-March 17, 2021

Brian was in the Canadian Navy 
for 32 years.  He retired to Pender 

Island and became the Marina Manager 
for a few years.
He leaves behind his wife Suzanne, two 
daughters, Chris and Terry and a son, 
Mike.
Brian enjoyed cruising on his boat 
Dutchess.
Suzanne  S tarkey

the arts

Pender Island Art Society

Spring has sprung 
but sadly the PIAS 

annual spring show, A 
Brush with Spring, didn’t 

happen again this year and I don’t have 
to explain why!  This doesn’t mean that 
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PIAS members have not been active 
though. Small groups of members are 
meeting at outdoor locations to do plein 
air sketching and painting (see image of 

Keith Valentine in the field). Also some 
members are exhibiting in the new Hope 
Bay Gallery show entitled Finding the 
Light. 
In addition PIAS members have been 
meeting virtually by Zoom on the third 
Monday of each month at 1 pm.  Zoom 
allows us to share the screen so that we 
can see images of each other’s work 
and offer comments and suggestions. 
We hope to have a plein air session in 
June assuming that we are allowed to 
gather outside. If everyone is off doing 
their own thing it should be easy to stay 
safe. The third Monday is June 21 and 
we are tentatively planning on gathering 
at Shingle Bay park at 1 pm. Artists 
will have the choice of doing botanicals 
in a neighbouring yard or the lovely 
landscape of the peaceful little bay. 
More information will be sent out about 
a week before. Join us!
PIAS members are also taking the 
opportunity to upgrade their online 
galleries so please have a look at our 
website at  https://penderislandart.com/.
We are still planning on holding an in-
person Le Petit Salon in November so 
keep on creating, and if you aren’t yet 
a member contact Laura Vilness at 
lauravilness43@gmail.com to pay your 
dues. Only $35 gives you two years of 
membership since we have reduced our 
activities because of COVID-19.
And remember, there are three key 
things you need to do to improve your 
art. They are: 1. Practice, 2. Practice, 
and 3. Practice.
Peter  Paré

Pender Island   
Community Choir

We are hoping for the fall but it will 
probably be the spring. That was 

the consensus of the executive during the 
last virtual meeting held on May 13. Of 
course, we will be following all the Public 
Health Regulations as they are announced 
but hopefully with vaccinations and 
improving COVID-19 numbers, we may 
be able to have a shortened fall session. 
If there is any decision made this year, 
members will be notified by email. If 
you wish to have your name added to 
the member list, please drop off a note 
with your name and email address to 
the Community Box at Dockside Realty, 
Driftwood office (PICS). Please continue 
to watch for updates in The Pender Post 
and on Facebook.  Keep singing and 
welcome Summer!
Terry  Shepherd ,    
Communicat ions  L ia ison

Pender Island   
Quilters’ Circle

Quilters Circle 
held its 

monthly Zoom 
session on Wednesday, May 11. There 
were fewer projects to share as warm 
spring weather beckons us to our gardens.
Cindy’s “wonky squares” project 
several months ago was appealing and 
there were several completed quilts and 
one in progress. Karen Gagnier showed 
her table runners in pleasing colour 
combinations of blue and green, and 
blue and yellow. Martha held up a large 
quilt in various colour combinations. 
The wonky squares pattern is one of 
tilted squares in alternating colours. 
The squares are cut outs and arranged 
in multi-hued layers. It’s a delightfully 
quirky and unexpected visual pattern. 
Sue Foote has started the pattern and 
noted that “random does not come easy”. 
This is characteristic of many of us as 
quilting is a contradictory personality 
combination of methodical and creative.
The finishing of a quilt is part of the 
process with the application of the 
binding around the edge as the last step. 
This task can be dreary and requires 
motivation; the reward is the satisfaction 

Kei th  Valent ine  p le in  a ir 
ske tch ing  a t  Perc iva l  Cove , 
photo  by  Peter  Paré

Ske tch  o f  Pe ter  Paré  ske tch ing 
a t  Hope  Bay  by  Kei th  Valent ine
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of completion. Both Sue Foote and 
Susan Dawson noted they were at this 
final stage for quilts previously shared 
with us (Drunkard’s Path and Yellow 
Brick Road).
Jeannine shared her quilting project of 
postcard panels. Cindy showed us a quilt 
in hues of blue and purple; this quilt has 
squares pieced from elongated triangles 
which give it an abstract appearance.
Fabric continues to be our collective 
obsession and Charlotte confessed she 
had enhanced her stash recently. In these 
days of COVID-19 isolation, online 
purchase of fabric and supplies is more 
common and makes the creative quilting 
lifestyle more accessible. Susan Purney-
Mark is known for her beautiful fabric 
prints and has been dyeing masses of 
fabric. She purchased an ice-making 
machine for ice-dyeing fabric. She 
continues to teach online and Quilters 
Circle has benefitted from the use of her 
Zoom account.
Laura has not done any quilting for 
several months but shared a baby afghan 
she is knitting. The colour of the afghan 
coordinates with a baby quilt she made as 
one of her first Quilters Circle projects.
Our May demo project was provided 
by Susan P-M. She showed a YouTube 
video which demonstrates sun painting 
of fabric. This is done outside with 
acrylic paints on plain cotton or muslin 
fabric. An initial layer of paint is applied 
and the fabric is allowed to dry in the 
sun. Natural objects such as leaves and 
grasses are laid on the fabric, painted 
over with various colours, and then 
lifted off to reveal appealing patterns. 
A common sentiment was how much 
fun this project will be. The creative 
mess takes us back to our childhood 
with pleasing results. Hopefully, some 
of us will try this method and share our 
results with the group.
Next Meeting: Applique project led by 
Susan Purney-Mark, Wednesday, June 9 
at 10 am. 
Quilter’s Philosophy

Keep the wonder and spontaneity of 
childhood in your daily life. Random 
patterns with vibrant primary colours 
and painting fabrics with nature are 
examples of joyfulness for quilters, 
where we allow ourselves to be 

creatively free flowing and beauty 
emerges.
Be kind, be calm, and keep quilting.
Laura  Vi lness

Pender Solstice   
Theatre Society
The Richness of Amateur Drama, 
starring Barry and Clare Mathias

To celebrate Solstice’s 30th 
anniversary, we’d like to introduce 

you to Barry Mathias, a recipient of a 
Solstice Lifetime Membership. Barry 
has acted, directed, and produced plays, 
and been on the Solstice Board almost 
since our theatre group began.
As Warren in Norm Foster’s play Office 
Hours, he was a TV news reporter bent 
on revenge. In Tom Stoppard’s adapted 
play Heroes, he portrayed Henri, a 
WWI vet spending his days dreaming 
of escaping to the nearest hill for a 
picnic. We never saw him as Lou, an 
older but enthusiastic Las Vegas Elvis 
impersonator and minister, in Nancy 
Frick’s Four Weddings and an Elvis, 
when the arrival of COVID-19 cancelled 
the play.
Barry’s wife, Clare, has also been 
involved, producing shows that Barry 
directed. “It’s all about community,” 
Clare says, “and the richness of amateur 
drama.”
Barry and Clare originally lived in 
Yorkshire, England. He was the Head 
of an English Department, and took on 
theatre classes and produced plays with 
the students. Clare taught singing to 
actors at the northern branch of East 15th 
Theatre School, which at the time was 
housed in an old hunting lodge, where 
her classroom was the gun room. “My 
job was to pull a singer out of a good 
actor,” she said, encouraging them to let 

Barry  and  Clare  Mathias
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B & B

By the Sea
Bed & BBQ Grill
South Pender Island, BC

Judith Allen

250-665-4900
480-510-0993 (cell)

JoyalenBouviers@hotmail.com

www.joyalenbouviers.com/
BBPenderIsland/BBPender.html

their singing voice become an integral 
part of their acting.
After arriving in Canada, Barry taught 
English at Victoria’s Camosun College 
for nine years. They opened Talisman 
Books & Gallery in 2001, starting their 
used book selection with the contents of 
a storage garage belonging to AbeBooks. 
“We bought the whole shebang!” Barry 
says. They initially ran it with Allan 
Waddell.
Barry’s first acting role with Solstice 
Theatre was Malvolio in Shakespeare’s 
Twelfth Night, directed by Bronwyn 
Merle and performed at the base of a hill 
on the grounds of a South Pender home; 
the audience sat on the slope.
The first Solstice play he directed was 
also his favourite: Dylan Thomas’ 
Under Milk Wood. He gives Clare credit 
for helping to make this 28-character 
show a success. “I couldn’t have put it 
on without her!” His next large play was 
Thornton Wilder’s iconic Our Town. 
Both plays emphasized the importance 
of community.
Their two daughters have inherited 
their parents’ love of the arts. Lara is a 

floral designer and Tasha an artist and 
printmaker.
While Barry co-directed a number of 
Solstice productions, helping to train a 
new group of directors, Clare became the 
Pender Island Choral Society director 
from 1996 to 2001. Her one regret is that 
she hasn’t been able to convince anyone 
to direct Cabaret. These days she paints 
in her studio, which has become an 
important part of her Zen practice. 
Barry has published six historical fiction 
novels. He is a long-time member of 
Moving Around Pender (MAP), and 
created the island Car Stops program. 
He has recently been appointed to the 
Pender Island Parks and Recreation 
Commission (PIPRC): he’s not a fan 
of Zoom meetings and can’t wait for 
Solstice potluck dinners to begin again.
“We were so grateful to be here, and 
have enjoyed giving back,” Clare says 
as the explanation for their involvement 
in different community groups.
“A director has to have a vision…and 
you have to find the fun!” Barry says, 
adding that “huge energy is needed…
You have to be a team player in an 
amateur theatre group,” but sometimes 
“you need to deal with delicate egos.”
You can see Clare’s cards for sale at 
the Saturday Market, along with all of 
Barry’s action-packed novels.
Joy  Thierry  L lewel lyn

Ptarmigan Arts
The great revelation perhaps never did 
come. Instead there were little daily 
miracles, illuminations, matches struck 
unexpectedly in the dark. ~ Virginia Woolf

As we approach the 
summer solstice and 

the shift into a new season, 
we hope you continue to 
find joy and inspiration in 

whatever you put your mind and hands 
to. Even the smallest act of creativity 
can create a spark, and sometimes that’s 
all we need.
Mosaic Arts & Culture Festival

We are cautiously optimistic about 
bringing you a small, community-
focused arts and culture festival at Hope 
Bay from July 26 - August 1.  We have 
some amazing live music performances 

lined up from Jill Barber, Blue Moon 
Marquee, The Kerplunks, and local 
artists Peach & Quiet, Tim Johnson, 
the Pender Young Violins, and more. 
There will be lots of free performances, 
activities, and workshops for the 
whole family, and we’ve released a 
limited number of festival passes for 
the headlining performances on the 
weekend evenings. We hope to release 
more tickets closer to the festival date as 
we know more about provincial health 
guidelines, and if the festival has to be 
cancelled, we will refund all tickets and 
provide some free online programming. 
Get all the info and tickets at www.
themosaicfestival.com!
Camp Create

There are still some spots available 
for Camp Create, our summer day 
camp that is happening July 19 - 23 
for ages 6-9 years and August 16 - 20 
for ages 10-12 years. This is a hands-
on, engaging camp where campers will 
get to play with different forms of art 
in the morning, learning about pottery, 
photography, painting and more with 
Ilse Philips. In the afternoon they’ll 
explore the world of music, learning to 
play songs as a group and even writing 
their own compositions with Ben 
McConchie. The camp happens at Hope 
Bay from 10 am - 4 pm, and spaces are 
limited. Register on our website.
Virtual Community Gatherings

We are continuing with our virtual 
community gatherings until we can do 
outdoor, distanced performances at the 
Community Hall again. Head to our 
Facebook or Youtube page every Friday 
to hear a live performance from a local 
musician. This month we have David 
Osborne from Saturna Island on June 
4, Tim Johnson on June 11, Caitlin Rae 
on June 18, and Beni & Thais Beattie 
on June 25. If you are a musician who 
would like to perform, email lauren@
ptarmiganarts.org.
Ukulele Strum

We have two more ukulele strums this 
month before we break for the summer, 
and we’d love to have you join us. We’ll 
be meeting on Zoom on June 2 and 16 
(unless we’re given the go-ahead to 
have an in-person strum). All ages and 
abilities are welcome, and it’s free to 
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morning and afternoon
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InDividual Yoga PRACTICE 
WITH ELLA AT HER STUDIO 
on tranquil Buck Lake

yoganestpender.ca
To book a class or for more information:

Ph. 250.629.0051

Virtual Yoga Courses to your Homean
d

join on our website.
The Gallery at Ptarmigan Arts

After closing our doors for a week 
to paint and put together some new 
furniture, the Gallery is ready for 
visitors with our new summer show, 
Finding the Light. Monica Bennett 
has curated this wonderful selection of 
local art, and will continue to curate 
throughout the summer as this show 
will be running into September. There’s 
always something new to see, so make 
sure to come take a look inside on your 
trip to Hope Bay. We’re open Tuesday-
Wednesday, 11 am - 2 pm; Thursday, 11 
am - 3 pm; Friday and Saturday, 10 am 
- 4:30 pm; and Sunday, 11 am - 3 pm.
For information on any of the above 
programs and The Gallery, visit our 
website www.ptarmiganarts.org. 
Lauren  Mann

Three on the Tree   
Production Society

This last month has been 
exciting for Three on 

the Tree and it feels like 
there is a beginning of a shift 

towards all of the events and celebrations 
that we love to share as a community. 
With that in mind we released a short 
film that we made in place of our annual 
New Year’s Eve Magic Lake Lantern 
Festival. It was a true collaborative 
effort of so many wonderful, creative 
community members and we really 
hope that you take a look if you have not 
already seen it. The film travels through 
the seasons with a dream guide and we 
can’t wait to take you on the adventure! 
Find it on YouTube by searching for 
Three on the Tree Productions or follow 
one of the Facebook links if you already 
subscribe to our content.
We were also lucky to help sponsor this 
year’s digital ZOO-isLANDER video so 
if you haven’t seen that yet please take 
a look at some of the digital creations 
of our local textile artists. Search for 
Zooislander on Facebook and you will 
find the link.
We’re excited to announce that this 
summer our Drama Camp for ages 6-11 
and our Theatre Camp for ages 12+ will 
both return! They are set for July 12-16 

for our younger group and August 9-13 
for the older cohort. While even now we 
don’t know exactly what this summer 
will bring, we will be exploring story 
writing, games, character development 
and crafts in the first camp and will be 
working on A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
with the older group. For more info on 
this or any future programs please email 
threeonthetreeproductions@gmail.com. 
See the photo montage of the Magic 
Lake Lantern Festival 2020/2021 
Digital Production on page 44. Photos 
were taken by T. Kenta Kikuchi.
Enjoy a creative start to the summer!

 Alaia Hamer, Program Coordinator

Community serviCes

Community Paramedic

The Pender Island 
ambulance station 

is undergoing some significant changes 
in the way it is being staffed.  We are one 
of many ambulance stations across the 
Vancouver Island Health region that are 
undergoing resource changes as the first 
part of a province-wide transformation.  
The changes are being made by BC 
Emergency Health Services (BCEHS), 
who operate the BC Ambulance service, 
to improve the staffing levels at many of 
our rural ambulance stations across BC.
One of the changes is the introduction of 
a new shift pattern called Scheduled On-
Call (SOC).  The SOC shift means that 
paramedics will be regularly scheduled 
to be at the station for a set number of 
hours.  It also means permanent, regular 
paramedic positions with guaranteed 
wages and full health benefits.  In 

many smaller communities BCEHS 
has historically relied on on-call and 
stand-by paramedic positions where 
paramedics are called into a station to 
respond to emergency calls as needed.  
Implementing the new staffing model 
converts some of this part-time, on-call 
work into regular positions.
On Pender, we have one ambulance 
currently staffed by on-call paramedics 
who respond to emergency calls via 
pagers.  We have an amazing group 
of people working at our station 
who ensure that the ambulance is 
staffed and who respond as quickly 
as possible whenever anyone on the 
Island needs our help.  Pender also has 
two Community Paramedics (CP) who 
work regular shifts and respond to the 
needs of the community.  Community 
Paramedics (there are close to 200 across 
BC) offer a broad range of services to 
people in their communities, including 
health promotion, disease prevention 
education, and basic health-care 
services.  With a referral from a health-
care provider, a CP can visit patients in 
their homes.  The goal is to help patients 
live independently and safely in their 
rural communities - and to help people 
avoid, if possible, needing to call 9-1-1 
for a trip to the hospital. 
The changes in staffing on Pender mean 
two new, regular positions in terms of 
hours.  So, in total, we will have four 
regular paid paramedic positions on 
Pender.  That said, there will still be a 
need for on-call paramedic crews to 
support the Pender Island community.  
The population on Pender generates 
close to 300 medical emergency calls a 
year.  In 2020, there were 284 medical 
emergency response calls for Pender 
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Western
F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

Island.  In addition, Community 
Paramedics on the island logged about 
250 responses in 2020, attending clients, 
responding to patients, delivering 
education, and doing community 
outreach.
Community Events for June

Friday Health Forum
Every Friday 3 - 4 pm, Virtual Event*
First Aid Friday
Friday, June 11, 9:30 - 10 am, Virtual 
Event*
*Virtual Events can be accessed either 
online (via a computer or cell phone) or 
via telephone (toll free from a landline).  
Please contact us via telephone or email 
(listed below) to receive the access 
information for our virtual events.   
If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please feel free to contact 
us at CP.PenderIsland@bcehs.ca or via 
landline at 629-6344.
Alyssa  Wool lcombe

CRD Bylaw and   
Animal Care Services
Does your dog have an Up-To-
Date CRD Dog Licence?

Dog Licences are 
mandatory for all 

dogs four months or older in the Capital 
Regional District (CRD) including the 
Southern Gulf Islands.  A licence gives 
your dog an identity that is connected to 
you.
Here’s how it works. Your information 
is entered into a database that can only 
be accessed by the employees of CRD 
Bylaw and Animal Care Services 24/7. 
If your dog is wearing a CRD licence 
when it goes for a “walkabout” our staff 
are able to look up this information and 
reunite you with your pet.  In short, a 
dog licence is your dog’s best ticket 
home.  If your dog is not licensed, please 
do so now.  For 2021, you can purchase 
or renew permanent CRD Dog Licence 
in four ways:
• online (using online banking)
• phone 1-800-665-7899   

(using Visa or Mastercard)

• email crddoglicencing@crd.bc.ca, 
and

• by mail  
You can also purchase a new dog licence 
at the Pender Island Home Hardware 
Building Centre.  However, you must 
renew your existing Dog Licence as 
indicated in the previous paragraph.
Have you lost your CRD dog tag?  If 
your dog’s tag is lost, you can purchase a 
replacement for $5 from the CRD Office 
in person, by phone, or by email. Your 
account will be updated immediately 
with the new licence number.
To change the information in your 
CRD dog account you can complete 
this CRD Dog Licence change form 
https://surveys.crd.bc.ca/CRD-Dog-
Licence-Change-Request.survey and it 
will be submitted to our office.  Please 
report changes in addresses, phone 
numbers, and names of owners as well 
as informing the CRD of deceased pets.
Note that the CRD Bylaw No 1465 
requires “the owner of every dog 
licensed pursuant to this Bylaw shall 
cause the dog to wear the licence tag.”   
Please remember that a CRD Dog 
Licence is the fastest way to find your 
pet, because there’s no place like home. 
Visit our website www.crd.bc.ca/dogtag.
Donald  Peden

Gulf Islands Food Co-op
GIFC

During this past difficult 
year, your support 

for the Gulf Islands Food 
Co-op (GIFC) has been so 

appreciated, whether as a customer at 
our Co-operative Produce Sales Tables 
at the Saturday markets, as a participant 
in our Food Preservation Workshops or 
Equipment Borrowing Program, as a 
grower who saves seeds with guidance 
from local island seed libraries, or even 
simply as a community member who 
values and supports a resilient local food 
system - each of us has an important 
role in building a sustainable and food 
secure future in our region. 
As always, GIFC is grateful to our 
funders for their continued support, 
including VanCity, CESC, and CRD, 
and we have secured funding for 2021-
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Summer HoursSummer Hours
Sunday .....11 am - 4 pm
Monday ....11 am - 4 pm
Tuesday to Saturday ......  
.................10 am - 4 pm

Special OrderSpecial Order
Home DeliveryHome Delivery

Kids’ CornerKids’ Corner

In the Bookstore...In the Bookstore...

Did you know?Did you know?

Come visit the
“Kids’ Corner”“Kids’ Corner”
Books, Toys,
Puzzles, and

Games

2022 to support the following projects: 
creation of a Food Inventory Asset Map 
and Roadmap of Priorities, to determine 
the gaps, challenges and priority actions 
to make our islands more resilient; Co-
operative Produce Sales Tables at the 
Saturday Markets, a weekly summer 
venue for both backyard growers 
and larger scale farmers to sell their 
produce at a hosted table; Local Food 
Information Hub Tables at Saturday 
Markets, a rotating summer space for 
engaging conversations about local food 
projects, ideas, and general community 
food related information; Seed Saving 
Initiatives through collaboration 
with local seed libraries, including 
the creation of a Gardeners’ Hotline, 
offering guidance from experienced 
community growers; and an Indigenous 
Food Plants Project, an autumn native 
plant propagation workshop that we 
hope will be guided by the WSANEC 
community.
Behind the scenes over the past year, 
GIFC has been deeply contemplating 
how we can best serve the food 
resilience needs of Pender, Mayne, 
Saturna, and Galiano as individual 
island communities and as one regional 
community.  From conversations with 
both active local and regional food 
security organizations, we at GIFC 
have come to understand that our 
organizational priority moving forward 
needs to be to increase the connections 
and communication within and across 
our local food system - essentially 
building a strong network so that our 
communities and our region have 
strong support for the actions that will 
both address the mutual challenges 
that we face and allow us to best take 
advantage of the opportunities that our 
collaboration offers to us. 
If you would like to become involved 
in the direction and projects of the 
Gulf Islands Food Co-op (GIFC), we 
encourage you to join us at our AGM 
on Monday, June 21 at 3 pm via Zoom 
(RSVP for a link).  To learn more about 
our history and to see videos of our 
past projects, please visit our website at 
gulfislandsfoodco-op.org.  And please 
feel free to reach out to us at any time 
at info@gulfislandsfoodco-op.org with 
ideas, thoughts, and questions.

Only by working together can we build 
the resilient, ethical, sustainable local 
food system that benefits not only 
Southern Gulf Island residents and 
growers but also the land, waters, air and 
other living beings with whom we share 
our lives on these abundant unceded 
traditional territories of the Coast Salish 
First Nations. 
Nancy  Goodman

Islands Trust 
South Pender Local   
Trust Committee

At the May 7 LTC 
meeting, Bylaw 121 

was adopted, providing 
some clarity on the use of recreational 
vehicles on South Pender. Specifically, 
it allows owners to “camp” in their 
recreation vehicle, or trailer, for 90 
days per annum. Previously, this use 
contravened the bylaw.
The LTC passed a resolution to request 
the CRD to issue “business permits” 
for STVRs as an alternative to having 
to use Temporary Use Permits (TUP), 
which many find onerous and costly. For 
the CRD to take on this responsibility 
it will require an Order in Council from 
the Provincial government, and other 
issues to negotiate such as costs and 
enforcement.
Further information was provided by 
trustees and staff on the priorities for 
the next 18 months, including items 
pertaining to the Land Use Bylaws and 
some minor OCP amendments. The 
meeting can be viewed by connecting 
through the new Trust website on the 
South Pender page.
We have a vacancy on the Advisory 
Planning Commission (APC). If anyone 
is interested in joining, please contact 
either trustee or Jas Chonk at jchonk@
islandstrust.bc.ca with your expression 
of interest. See the ad on page 57.
It has come to my attention that Schedule 
G of our OCP showing the location of 
raptor nests and perch trees is out of 
date. If any member of the public would 
like to become involved in refreshing 
this map, please contact me and I will 
coordinate a group. The protection of 
Raptor nests falls under section 34 of 
the BC Wildlife Act which states:
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“a person commits an offence if, 
except as provided by regulation, he/
she possesses, takes, injures, molests or 
destroys a bird or its egg, or a nest that is 
occupied by a bird or its egg. Subsection 
34 (b) provides protection year-round 
to the nests of the Bald Eagle, Golden 
Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Gyrfalcon, 
Osprey, and Burrowing Owl, whether 
the nests are active or not.”
Several communities and municipalities 
have included additional restrictions on 
properties within a specific perimeter 
of the nest tree to guard raptors during 
the critical time they are occupying 
their nests. If there is any interest in our 
bylaws having similar protection, please 
let trustees know and we can provide 
options for consideration.
With vaccinations underway and the 
numbers of new cases of COVID-19 
dropping, trustees would like to 
cautiously begin having meetings in 
person providing current protocols are 
adhered to. If anyone would like to 
organize open air meetings in their yard, 
I am willing to attend and have open 
discussions about any matters of interest. 
I suggest we begin with neighbourhood 
meetings to keep numbers relatively 
low. If anyone is willing to host such a 
meeting, contact me to schedule a time 
and place.
Steve  Wright ,  629-6632   
s twr ight@is lands trus t .bc .ca

Magic Lake Water and 
Sewer Local Services  
Committee

Welcome to summer.  By now I am 
sure everyone on the island knows 

construction has begun on the pipe 

replacement part of Phase 1 of the sewer 
upgrade, and it affected everyone on the 
island.  Several barges of materials were 
brought in and trucked to a holding area 
on Canal Road, interrupting traffic flow 
for several days, and a large pile of pipe 
appeared on Privateers Road.  Thank 
you all for your patience and please 
watch for big trucks coming and going 
from these holding areas.
The contractors have started on Galleon 
near Masthead and are working their 
way around the lake interrupting traffic 
flow, and at last sighting they were 
digging into Pender trying to create a 
channel to lay pipe. Now we know what 
the rest of Canada feels like during the 
road maintenance season.
As always, the water treatment plant 
continues to produce clean drinking 
water which meets acceptable standards, 
however the distribution system is 
showing its age and seems to continue 
to surprise us all with catastrophic leaks.  
Should you find water in surprising 
locations please contact the CRD at 
629-6611 (daytime) or 250-474-9630 
(after hours).
As we head into what appears to be 
another dry summer, we ask everyone to 
consider how they use our treated water.  
Conserve where you can, shower with 
a friend, hand water your garden, use 
a bucket and a hose with a shut off if 
you wash your car, reuse water from the 
kitchen to water plants, and any other 
creative ways you can think of to reuse/
conserve water.
Kathy  Hes lop

Moving Around Pender
MAP

As most of you will know, 
MAP is concerned with 

the provision of trails that 
will enable people to walk in 

safe areas and away from busy roads. 
Some of our trails are multimodal, and 
whenever we can find landowners who 
are prepared to allow a trail through 
their property to benefit the community, 
we are delighted. We provide insurance 
cover for the land owners on these trails 
so they are free of any worry. With the 
increasing interest in healthy activity, 
we are keen to establish new trails.
The COVID-19 pandemic has prevented 
us from our aim of improving the 
George Hill Trail, but for those who 
are physically fit it is a fine walk with 
excellent views. With the increase 
in vaccinations, we hope to get a 
work gang assembled this summer. 
If you would like to take part, please 
contact Niall Parker (Chair) at ginpr@
movingaroundpender.ca or Peter Pare 
(Vice-Chair) at Peter.Pare@hli.ubc.ca.
Based on a generous offer from Karl 
Hamson we are exploring a possible trail 
from the Community Hall to Loretta’s 
Wood. For those who like a demanding 
walk, you would then continue on to 
Mount Menzies and down to Hooson 
Road, and back to the Hall. We will 
keep you informed.
The big news is that the CRD is studying 
whether to establish a Transportation 
Service and Commission for the Southern 
Gulf Islands.  The Wat Consulting 
Group https://wattconsultinggroup.
com/transportation-services/ is doing 
the study which includes an examination 
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of active transport (trails), public transit, 
and inter-island passenger-only water 
transportation.   Draft service options are 
being explored with the establishment 
of a Transportation Advisory Group that 
will lead to public input in the summer, 
and some firm ideas by November, 
with a possible referendum by the Fall 
of 2022. The emphasis will be on bus 
transportation, better bicycle options, 
and more trails for pedestrians: in other 
words, a hopeful reduction in the use 
of petrol-operated cars as our major 
source of transportation. The gradual 
introduction of electric vehicles is 
expected to increase rapidly, and electric 
buses are an exciting prospect.
We meet (at the moment on Zoom) on 
the first Saturday of each month at 1:30 
pm. The next meeting is on Saturday 
June 5. With the improvement of the 
weather we hope that before long we 
can have distance meetings outside the 
Hall. You are welcome to join us.
Barry  Mathias

Pender Island   
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care &  
Family Resource Centre

On behalf of 
the fami-

lies we serve, 
PICCS would like to thank the Green 
Angels for their generous contribution 
of car seats, The Pender Island Health 
Society for providing families with fro-
zen soup, and the Farmer’s Market Nu-
trition Coupon Program for accepting 
our application to support 20 families 
for 16 weeks.
Child Care

Congratulations to our Pre K children 
for a fabulous year of learning, 
exploring, and playing! Good luck 
at Kindergarten in the fall! The 
early childhood educators adapted 
a beautiful outside program where 
children explored their surrounding 
forest, played with natural objects, 
grew curious about the world around 
them, and formed friendships. Over the 
course of the year children designed 
their own curriculum with questions 
about their resident snake, slugs, mason 
bees, bats, owls, caterpillars etc. Thank 

you to all our front line staff for putting 
their heart and soul into creating a 
nurturing environment for our youngest 
community members. Dragonfly Centre 
is closed for the summer and the last 
day of child care is June 25. Our RSVP 
open house will be held on Tuesday, 
September 7 and child care will begin 
on Wednesday, September 8.
Postponed Programs

We continue to postpone Parents 
and Babes, Healthy Opportunities 
for Preschoolers (HOP), and Dad n 
Me Pancake Breakfast until further 
notice.  Families are welcome to come 
by Dragonfly’s front entrance each 
Monday and pick up weekly resource 
kits for children and self-care kits for 
parents.  Also, for HOP, ask Sarah if you 
would like to borrow some of our fun 
equipment that supports your child’s 
developing gross motor skills.
Tru Value Spirit Board

As a non-profit organization we rely on 
donations, grants, and in kind support 
from our generous community and 
partners. Please consider contributing 
1% of your groceries to #15 on Tru 
Value’s community spirit board.
If you would like further information 
on Dragonfly activities, you can 
contact Sarah at 629-3039 or by email 
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com
On behalf of the staff and board of 
directors, we wish all the families we 
serve a wonderful summer.
Sarah Conley

Pender Island   
Community Service Society
Nu-To-Yu

I love it when someone 
else pays full price 

first.
Spring is here, summer is coming. At 
Nu-To-Yu the cold line up waits on 
Fridays are over, though the line ups 
themselves ebb and flow depending on 
the time of day. If you need something 
bright, a special something on the cheap 
to cheer you up, (I believe they call this 
emotional shopping), shop locally at the 
Nu-To-Yu. Was your neighbour spring 
cleaning this winter? Did you have your 
eye on her velvetine Elvis acrylic paint 
by number painting? Nudge, nudge, 
wink, wink, it could have just arrived at 
the Nu-To-Yu.
Pick five names out of a hat. Not just 
any names. These individuals should be 
willing to show up weekly to do minor 
repairs, and ensure electrical donations 
are in working condition. They are 
Jacks of all trades, themselves a prized 
possession! They must like working in 
a confined room and be patient enough 
to sort through endless containers of 
screws, nails, and fasteners. These kind 
individuals are unperturbed by repeated 
interruptions from other volunteers 
looking for a “fix.” What names do you 
pull out of the hat? Thank you to the two 
Jims, Gary, Manfred, and Peter for all 
that you do and more.
June 20 is Father’s Day and you just 
never know what you can find at the Nu-
To-Yu. For that week, shop both Friday 
and Saturday, June 18 and 19, from 10 
am - 4 pm. 
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F a r m  F r e s h  F r e e  R a n g e

E g g s
A p p l e  J u i c e

W a l n u t s
S h e p h e r d ' s  C r o f t  F a r m

2 2 3 4  P o r t  W a s h i n g t o n  R o a d

6 2 9 - 6 6 4 4

As always, donations may be dropped off 
by handing your donation to a volunteer 
on Tuesday and Thursday from 9 am - 12 
pm. Are you questioning whether your 
donation is suitable? Phone 629-2070 on 
a Tuesday or Thursday (9 am - 12 pm) 
or go to www.nu-to-yu.com for a detailed 
list.  We are unfortunately unable to 
accept donations outside of the above 
hours - don’t do it. Do not sneak under 
the yellow tape or lob your bags over. 
The STOP sign, the ‘No Donation Today’ 
sign applies to you, buster. The Pender 
Posse will hunt you down and onto the 
wall of shame you shall go. It is a small 
island. We all know (and remember) 
what each islander wears…when we go 
through the bag we will be on to you.
A reminder that we are unable to take 
winter coats until September, Christmas 
items in October, and Halloween items 
in August.  Storage is very limited and 
while we understand you wish your 
spring cleaned items out of the house 
before the other half discovers what 
you have done, the Nu-To-Yu has no 
storage… Unless you wish to lend us 
your guest room - see May’s issue of 
The Pender Post.
Listen up. A very large donation was 
given by the Nu-To-Yu to Ptarmigan 
Arts in 2017 on the condition that the 
purchase (a portable sound system) 
would be made available to all and 
any Pender community organization 
to borrow short term. If this is you, 
please contact Ptarmigan Arts for more 
information at 629-0004.
An outdoor Silent Auction will be 
held on Saturday, July 31, 2021 as 
a fundraiser for the new Nu-To-Yu 
building. Donations of new or gently 
used items for the auction would be 

gratefully appreciated. Drop off at the 
store on a Tuesday or Thursday morning 
or call the store during these hours 
at 629-2070, to discuss further or to 
arrange a pick up if you are unable to 
transport the item.
June is the last month for students from 
Pender Island to apply for a bursary to 
attend a first year of post-secondary 
education. Please visit our website 
www.nu-to-yu.com to download an 
application.
We were tickled pink to receive a thank-
you note with a donation this past month. 
The reason? A new-to-Pender resident 
discovered items at the Nu-To-Yu...
items that a friend collects. The friend 
kindly paid it forward by donating to the 
Nu-To-Yu and the building fund. Thank 
you. A virtual hug also goes out to the 
individual who made a $200 anonymous 
donation to the building fund in May. 
We appreciate you thinking of us!
We do not sell broken records; we do 
not want broken records. However, 
I will sound like a broken record as 
we remind everyone that COVID-19 
vaccination status does not preclude 
you from washing your hands, wearing 
a mask and signing in when entering 
the Nu-To-Yu store to shop. The sign 
in sheets are located both upstairs and 
downstairs. The limit of six customers 
in the store upstairs does mean that 1) 
you will not bump into anyone in the 
shop and 2) sometimes there will be a 
line up outside the store - Penderites 
just waiting to get in to make a deal. So 
make good use of your time and talk to 
someone while standing around! No, 
not on the phone; to the person 6 feet in 
front or behind you. It is “get to know 
your Penderite month,” as are the other 

11 months of the year. While shopping 
is limited to 15 minutes when there 
is a line up outside the store, you are 
welcome to line up again and talk, and 
shop some more.
Good things come to those that thrift. 
Thank you to all those who donate to 
and shop at Nu-To-Yu. No one takes a 
salary at Nu-To-Yu; all the money raised 
goes back to the community.
Daurel  Minion

Pender Islands Conservancy
S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest

We are excited to 
announce that the 

purchase of S,DÁYES 
Flycatcher Forest by the 

Pender Islands Conservancy and 
Raincoast Conservation Foundation 
is now complete! From the beginning 
of this campaign, we have stressed the 
importance of establishing this land 
as a protected ecological reserve, not 
a recreational park; hence, we will 
always prioritize ecological integrity 
over human use. In the future, we 
plan to establish a boardwalk trail to 
allow visitors to view the wetland and 
surrounding forest; however, for now 
there is considerable restoration work 
to be done and we request that the 
community respect the need for the land 
to recover without human traffic. If you 
would like to visit the forest, please 
contact us at info@penderconservancy.
org and we would be happy to arrange 
a guided tour. A huge thank you to 
everyone in the Pender community and 
beyond whose donations helped us reach 
our goal of protecting this ecologically 
diverse and sensitive land!
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Eelgrass restoration event

In collaboration with SeaChange 
Marine Conservation Society, we are 
hosting an eelgrass restoration event at 
Hope Bay on June 2-3. Eelgrass shoots 
will be prepared for transplant at Hope 
Bay and Medicine Beach this year, 
and we are asking volunteers to sign 
up for 3-hour time slots (morning or 
afternoon). All SeaChange staff who are 
attending have been vaccinated. As well, 
as a precaution, we are only inviting 
volunteers who are Pender residents. To 
sign up for a volunteer time slot, email 
info@penderconservancy.org and we 
will direct you to the online sign-up 
sheet.
Annual General Meeting

Our 2021 AGM will be held on 
Wednesday, June 30. In addition to 
discussing Conservancy business over 
this past year, we are also looking 
forward to a talk by Taylor Restall, one 
of our summer students, who will be 
discussing some of his previous work 
on coral reef systems around the Florida 
Keys. We hope to be able to hold the 
AGM in person, but the exact format 
and location will be announced once we 
know more about restrictions in place 
at that time. All Conservancy members 
are welcome, so if you want to attend 
but are not yet a member, get down to 
the Conservancy Nature Centre and 
sign up today.  Only $20 for an annual 
membership.
Conservancy Nature Centre

Thank you to everyone who brought 
home plants from our spring native plant 
sale. We were also excited to launch our 
new logo merchandise in May as part 
of a collaboration with OMDL Coastal; 
consistent with our sustainability 
priority at the Nature Centre gift shop, 
all clothing is made from 100% organic 
cotton or cotton/bamboo blend. No 
polyester (and hence microplastics) 
here! Finally, come check out our 
new information displays now and 
throughout the summer: our talented 
summer students are busy designing 
informative and beautiful displays that 
will be rotated regularly, so there will 
always be something new to check out.
Erin  O’Brien

Natural History Notes

When is a bug not a bug but a pill?

Well, it turns out that pillbugs, whose 
Latin name is Armadillidium vulgare, 
are neither an insect (bug) nor a pill. 
Pillbugs, non-insect arthropods, are 
a terrestrial crustacean and are more 
closely related to shrimp and lobsters 
than crickets or butterflies. Their 
ancestors lived in the sea, but these 
ancient crustaceans crawled out of the 
water millions of years ago to establish 

on dry land.
Sowbugs and pillbugs are both 
arthropods and look similar when 
moving about in the forest, but they 
differ in that a pillbug can roll itself into a 
ball (called conglobation) and a sowbug 
cannot. Sowbugs are more flattened and 
have appendages extending from the 
last abdominal segment that prevent 
them from rolling up. Both crustaceans, 
originally found in Europe, have spread 
across the world and are common on 
Pender.
Pillbugs can live for 2 to 5 years, range 
in color from gray to brown and reach 
up to18 mm in length when mature. 
The body has a thorax with seven 
segments, each with a pair of legs.  It is 
this segmented structure that enables the 
pillbug to roll into a ball.  The head has a 
pair of antennae used to sense its nearby 
environment.
Like their ocean ancestors, pillbugs have 
gills, but over evolutionary time, they 
have adapted to life on land. Gills are 
basically exposed mucous membranes 
that absorb oxygen; over time, folds in 
the surface of their first two pairs of gills 
turned into hollow branched structures, 
almost like tiny lungs. If the pillbug dries 
out, its gills won’t function properly, and 
it can suffocate. That’s why you usually 
find them in damp areas, like under a 
dead log. They are normally nocturnal, 
though may be found during the day in 
the soil or under debris.
Pillbugs lay 100-200, 0.7 mm diameter 
eggs as often as three times per year. 
The eggs are carried in a brood pouch on 
the underside surface of the female and 
hatch after 3-4 weeks. After hatching, 
the young may stay in the pouch on their 

Pi l lbug  in  the  fores t

 Pillbug rolled up into a protective ball
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mother’s underside for an additional 
1-2 weeks and grow to 2 mm in length 
before venturing off on their own.
The pillbug’s main habitat is under 
mulch, fallen leaves, and rocks.  They 
are generally found in soil with sowbugs, 
millipedes, and earthworms and their 
normal diet is made up of decaying 
plant leaves and other decomposing 
material. They have also been found 
feeding on seedlings and some plant 
roots in gardens, leading to occasional 
minor pest status. However, they are 
mainly considered beneficial in the 
garden and forest. Information for this 
article was sourced from the U.S. PBS, 
and University of Florida.
Bob Verge t te

Pender Island   
Farmers’ Institute
We have good news! 

The Pender Island Farmers’ Market 
has an additional market day and 

time - Wednesdays from 3 to 6 pm 
which will be food-only and based from 
the Farmers’ Institute barn behind the 
Hall. 

We also have our 43rd Pender Island 
Farmers’ Market on Saturdays from 9:30 
am - 1 pm, with our full range of Pender 
grown, made, or baked products - fresh 
produce, eggs, meat, seeds, flowers, 
honey, baked goods, art, crafts, fabric 
items, jewellery, and more.  There are 
ready-to-eat foods and lots of parking 
and fresh air.  We follow the COVID-19 
Public Health Orders and require social 
distancing and masks. 
Both markets are part of BC Farmers’ 
Markets and the Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Coupon Program and accept 
nutrition coupons.  We again look 
forward to working with the Food Bank, 
the Health Care Society, and the Child 
Care Society to bring healthy, local food 
to our community. 
Food producers on both north and 
south Pender islands are welcome to 
sell at the market - either Wednesday 
or Saturday, or both - please check 
out the details at www.pifi.ca, email 
penderislandmarket@gmail.com to 
enquire, or stop by either market to 
check us out; ask for Donald Grimmer, 
market manager.
We would like to thank Andrea Mills 
and the Hall for keeping the Saturday 
market going through the rest of the 
year, which is very important to the 
community and the local food economy.
More good news!  New additions 
to our barn are solar panels on the 
roof, and commercial freezers and 
refrigerators, which were purchased 
with the assistance of a 50% grant 
from the federal government through 
the Local Food Infrastructure Program.  
The program’s goal is to expand the 
production and distribution of local 

food to communities.  Many thanks to 
Pete Fennell for installation of the solar 
panels, and to Brent Kirby Electrical for 
connecting the panels to the Hall’s grid.  
We would also like to thank the crew 
of Donald Grimmer, Dermot Lonergan, 
and Hayden Bulled for setting up the 
refrigeration units, which was a huge 
task.
We also encourage everyone to check 
out the local farm stands and farm 
stores as the season provides bountiful 
produce, flowers, eggs, meat, and 
more. A map is at www.pifi.ca  (also 
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
pendervore and https://www.facebook.
com/PenderIslandsFarmersMarket/) 
and producers can email 
penderislandmarket@gmail.com to 
be added to the map.  Farm stands 
with honour boxes are a long-standing 
tradition in the Gulf Islands.
June is also graduation time, and the 
Farmers’ Institute is providing a bursary 
to a Gulf Island Secondary School 
graduate.  The recipient of the $500 
Neptune Navy Grimmer - Ashton Ross-
Smith bursary will be announced at 
graduation and in the July issue of The 
Pender Post.  Funds for the bursary 
have been raised through the raffle at the 
Fall Fair, and with no Fall Fair this year 
the funds will come from the Fall Fair 
reserve account.
The Farmers’ Institute AGM will be held 
in June, date and time TBA. It has been 
delayed due to COVID-19 and the extra 
workload some directors are taking on 
with the North Pender Trust Land Use 
Bylaw project, as we provide feedback 
on the bylaws related to agricultural 
activities on the island. Membership in 
the Farmers’ Institute can be applied for 
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or renewed at the Farmers’ Market or 
at www.pifi.ca.  Membership forms are 
also in the Farmers’ Institute file at the 
real estate office.
Barbara  Johns tone

Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR

As of writing, our 
dedicated members 

have responded to 91 
emergency calls.  This is a 

perfect segue into this month’s topic that 
I would like to talk about: civic address 
markers and driveway clearances.
PIFR responds to emergency calls 
day/night and through any weather 
conditions imaginable.  As I’m sure 
everyone here is aware, the numbering 
of our streets sure can be challenging 
to navigate.   So when our responders 
get paged out to help you during an 
emergency, not having a highly visible 
address sign makes response more 
difficult as well as potentially delaying 
our critical services.
Address signage needs to be 
noncombustible, with a background that 
uses reflective material for visibility 
and has a number no less than 4 inches 
in height and 0.5 inches in diameter 
and when mounting the sign ensures 
that it is visible from both directions 
of travel.  All three of our fire stations 
have approved address signs purchased 
through Alea Design & Print (www.
aleaprint.com) on Mayne Island.  We 
highly recommend you have a look to 
see the finished product in use. 
Driveway access is another issue our 
members literally can run into!  Trees, 
shrubs, gates, and grade all come into 
play.   An overgrown, uncleared driveway 
can hinder response by all emergency 
services.  Driveway clearances of 12’ 
across by 13’6” in height as a minimum 
are maintained the entire length of the 
driveway.  It is recommended to keep 
all trees, limbs, and branches trimmed 
back.  We know the trees and forests 
are important to everyone here but some 
maintenance needs to be done to keep 
the access in check. 
One last point is we recommend that if 
you are having family, friends, or guests 
visiting our beautiful islands we suggest 

they take a picture of the address they 
are staying at to keep on their phone in 
case of emergency, instead of having to 
try to remember where they are.   And 
knowing where you are makes response 
so much easier for our members to come 
help you.
Capta in  Jon  Gre l ik ,   
PIFR Fire  Prevent ion  Team

Pender Island Food Bank

Hello everyone, from the volunteers 
at the Pender Island Food Bank.  

The Food Bank is located up the little 
hill, at the back of the Anglican Parish 
Hall.  We continue to be open to serve 
our clients each week on Friday from 
10 am - 12 noon.   We have in place 
appropriate COVID-19 practices, 
which include one client at a time in 
the Food Bank, plexi-glass divider, face 
mask wearing, use of hand sanitizer; a 
reminder to all clients, new and regular, 
and to anyone dropping off donations, 
please bring and wear a face mask when 
in the vicinity of and in the Food Bank, 
and in the event you have forgotten to 
bring your face mask we will provide 
same.
We are happy to once again be part of 
the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon 
Program (FMNCP).  This program is 
funded by the Ministry of Health and 
now serves over 65 communities and 
reaches more than 400 households 
in BC.  Clients, should they wish to 
participate, receive coupons from June 
until October of each year for use at any 
participating BC Farmers’ Markets for 
the purchase of fresh vegetables, fruit, 
herbs, nuts, eggs, dairy, meat, and fish.  
The program also benefits our Pender 

Island farmers as they are reimbursed 
for the full value of the coupons.
Our fearless and, thankfully, undaunted 
and patient leader, Barb MacPherson, 
continues to work her way through the 
“red tape” to bring the Pender Island 
Food Bank to the point of becoming 
a Society.  We will be in a position, 
as a Society, to receive a portion of 
donations raised through Food Banks 
BC.  We will also be able to write our 
own tax receipts; currently, we are 
able to provide tax receipts through the 
continuing generosity of the Parish of 
Pender and Saturna Islands, for which 
we are very grateful - thank you. 
We have already begun receiving a 
few donations of early produce from 
community gardens.  We are always 
very happy to see these fresh donations 
come in and are struck by the generosity 
and delight of islanders at sharing from 
their gardens.  We thank you for thinking 
of the Food Bank.  We are then also able 
to share in the surprise expressed by our 
clients as they receive an unexpected 
extra something for the week.  
One of our dedicated and long serving 
volunteers, Clarice Bloomenthal, has 
retired from the Food Bank.  She has 
tirelessly served the Food Bank for 
approximately 15 years.  Clarice cares 
deeply for people, and clients and fellow 
volunteers alike have benefited from her 
generous and compassionate spirit, her 
wisdom, her great ideas, her wonderful 
sense of humour, as well as the many 
hours she selflessly donated to serve this 
grateful organization.  We send you our 
love and wish you all the best Clarice; 
we look forward to seeing you in and 
around the community in the future.
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Please stay safe as you enjoy our 
abundant fresh spring air on this truly 
beautiful island on which we live.
Teresa  Young

Pender Island   
Health Care Society
PIHCS

40 Years of Caring and Community

We often say that 
the Pender Island 

Health Centre was “built 
by the community, for 

the community.” This month’s cover 
story on page 41 speaks to the grit and 
giving that led to the centre’s official 
opening 40 years ago on May 30, 1981.
In that story, the Pender Island Lions 
Club stands out. In 1978, resident 
physician, Dr. Rogers, signalled his 
wish to ease into retirement after nine 
years practicing out of his own home. 
Without a clinic, the island couldn’t 
attract a doctor because physicians were 
no longer willing to see patients in home 
offices.
The Lions Club sprang into action. 
The story of how they finally landed 

provincial funds to match growing 
community donations is the stuff 
of legend. By early 1980 they had 
the money, the plan, the land, and 
tremendous volunteer support to build a 
health centre.
As if the clinic project wasn’t enough, 
the Lions Club also established the 
volunteer Ambulance Service in 1979, 

followed by Homemaker Services in 
1980, and the Ambulance Helipad in 
1985. 
Fast forward 40 years and the Lions 
are still strong supporters of the Health 
Centre. On May 12, 2021 they presented 
a $10,000 cheque to the Society, a 
society they originally formed in 1978. 
On behalf of the community, the Board 
gratefully acknowledges the club’s long 
and strong support. Thank you, Lions!
Referendum Update

The Lions Club earmarked this recent 
donation for “maintenance” issues, 
and the Society appreciates the club’s 
understanding of the situation the Health 
Centre is now facing. At age 40, the 
building has major challenges related 
to aging infrastructure and a growing 
annual deficit. Just as it was in the late 
1970s, a new approach is required.
In January 2021 the Board applied to the 
CRD for a referendum that, if successful, 
will put a property tax levy in place to 
ensure predictable, long-term funding to 
operate, maintain, and eventually renew 
our health care facility. As of mid-May, 
the referendum application continues its 
way through the CRD approval process. 
If a voting date is approved for this fall, 
expect to hear much more as we make 
our way through this 40th Anniversary 
year.
Pender Island Health Care Society, with 
thanks to Kathleen Lightman for her 
wonderful, two-part series on the history 

( l - r )  L ions  Club  Pres ident  Dave  Dryer  presents  a  $10K cheque  to  the 
Pender  I s land  Heal th  Care  Soc ie ty ’s  Kath leen  Lightman (Pres ident ) , 
Urs  Boxler  (Board  Member) ,  and  Marion  Alksne  (Execut ive  Direc-
tor) .  L ions  Club  members  were  ins t rumenta l  in  bui ld ing  the  Heal th 
Centre  40  years  ago  and  remain  s taunch  suppor ters .
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Monday - Friday 10am-6am 
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm

 

Sun Safety
Slip on a shirt, Slop on the 30+ 
sunscreen, Slap on a hat, Seek 
shade, Slide on some sunglasses—
”Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek, Slide”. Your 
summer motto!

Practice sun protection year-round. 
Children learn best from your 
example. 

Some medications may make your 
skin more sensitive to UV rays. Talk 
to the pharmacist if you have any 
questions about your medication. 

The sun’s UVB rays are strongest 
between 11am-4pm. Try to stay out 
of the sun during these hours. 

Never leave your children (2 and 4 
legged varieties) in a parked vehicle. 

Apply sunscreen 30 minutes before 
going outside and reapply often, 
especially if you are swimming. 

Some people are sensitive to 
sunscreen ingredients. Test it by 
applying to a small patch of skin 
on the inner forearm for several 
days. Change products if there is a 
reaction. 

Sunscreen products with zinc oxide 
or titanium oxide are considered 
“organic” as they reflect the sun’s 
rays rather than absorbing them.

See the Pharmacist or the 
Health Canada website for more 
information.

Enjoy the Summer!

p

of health care on Pender Island which 
appeared in the October and November 
2020 issues of The Pender Post.
Simone  Marler

Pender Island Lions Club
Lions Club Bursaries

The Pender Island Lions 
Club is again offering 

bursaries to students who 
attended high school on 

Salt Spring Island and/or elementary 
school on Pender Island while residing 
on Pender Island.
Simply write a letter giving your 
name, address, your parents address (if 
different), telephone and/or cell phone 
number, email address, age, and the 
schools you have attended.
We also require the name of the facility 
you wish to attend and your new student 
number at that school upon receipt.
Submit your letter to the Dockside 
Realty office at the Driftwood Centre 
(deposit in the Lions Club folder in the 
community box), or mail to: Pender 
Island Lions Club, Box 75, Pender 
Island, V0N 2M0

Students who receive bursaries are 
required to help with one Lions club 
activity during the year, or the Polar 
Bear swim on New Year’s Day.
If you wish more information, please 
contact Dave Dryer at 629-6012.
We accept applications up until June 30, 
2021. Funds are limited and  are awarded 
on a “first come first accepted” basis, so 
please apply as soon as possible. 
Dave Dryer

The Lions Club is very pleased to share 
that they have donated $10,000 to the 
Pender Island Health Care society 
for the medical clinic upgrades. See 
photo on page 24. We thank all who 
purchased advertising in the phone book 
(especially during the COVID-19 year) 
as this is our largest source of revenue. 
All funds raised are returned to the 
community annually.
This month, we welcomed three new 
Lion members, Jean Deschenes, Gail 
Standing-Forsyth, and Greg Forsyth. 
We thank them for their willingness 
to join so that the Lions Club is able to 
continue on the island. The club meets 
monthly except for January, July, and 
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August, however this year, we will not be 
meeting in June. If you are interested in 
becoming a member, application forms 
are in the Lions folder at the Community 
Box, Dockside Realty, Driftwood Office 
or call Dave Dryer at 629-6012.
Stay safe and healthy and enjoy the 
summer!  Together We Serve.
Terry  Shepherd ,  Secre tary

Pender Island   
Museum Society
Museum Reopens this Month

As we get into the 
summer season, 

the museum is re-
opening to visitors 

on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, 
starting June 5-6 from 1 - 4 pm.
We appreciate the willingness of our 
volunteers to return to hosting duties, 
but we also want to keep everyone safe. 
Traditionally, we would have been open 
weekends from 10 am - 4 pm, but we are 
limiting hours to Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons (no volunteer shift handover) 
until pandemic restrictions are lifted and 
most people are fully vaccinated.

The same pandemic protocols as last 
year remain in place:
• One household/family at a time 

inside the museum
• If a group is ahead of you, seating 

is available on the porch. (Enjoy the 
view as you wait.)

• Masks and hand sanitizing are re-
quired. (We have masks on hand in 
case you leave yours in the car. We 
know this can happen!)

• One-way through the museum
• Self-guided brochure highlights sig-

nificant displays/artifacts
• Friendly volunteer host (also masked) 

available to answer questions and 
share stories.

• Entry by donation; $5/person or $10/
family suggested. (We appreciate 
your support.)

Summer Student Onboard

We’re pleased to have received Young 
Canada Works funding again this year 
for a summer Museum Assistant. As 
of late May, Victoria Efting has joined 
us after completing her first year as a 

Classical Studies major at the University 
of Guelph. Although her home base 
is in Victoria, she’s living on-island 
this summer at her family’s cottage. 
She hopes to pursue a career in the 
museum field which promises to make 
for a mutually beneficial summer work 
experience.
One of her first jobs is helping clean the 
museum and prepare for re-opening. 
The lion’s share of Victoria’s job will 
focus on cataloguing and researching 
a backlog of artifacts and archival 
materials. (This will take years to 
accomplish but we keep working away 
at it.)
New    
Weekday By-appointment Tours

To improve visitor access to the museum 
and ensure some variety in the summer 
student role, Victoria will also support a 
by-appointment tour offering during the 
week.  
As soon as we’re up and running again, 
the museum will make a number of 
bookings available from Tuesday-Friday 
for by-appointment museum visits for 
individuals, families, and small groups. 
(Pandemic safety protocols apply.) 
Admission is set at $5/person; free 
for children under 12. Watch for more 
details soon.
Simone  Marler

Pender Island Parks and 
Recreation Commission
PIPRC

The last meeting was 
held on May 14 

via Zoom, chaired by 
Ben McConchie and attended by nine 
delegates and numerous members of 
the public. The meeting ran late in order 
to deal with the unusual number of 
complex issues that needed addressing. 
The following motions or actions were 
discussed and/or settled.
Rick Mudie spoke against Mat 
DesRoches’ proposal for musical 
evenings on Thursdays during the 
summer at Thieves Bay Park because 
it would disrupt the peace for local 
residents. A motion was passed 
approving one musical evening in July 
from 6 - 9 pm. The intent is that the 
single evening would be a trial so that 
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any impact on the local community can 
be assessed before longer-term decisions 
are made.
Lisa Baile and Karl Hamson proposed 
a new trail going from the Community 
Garden to Loretta’s Woods to join 
with Mount Menzies of Gulf Islands 
National Park. Karl offered to lead the 
commissioners on a tour of the proposed 
trail. Decisions were postponed until 
after the tour.
Aaron Campbell spoke against the 
proposed Alice Church trail (Einar’s 
Hill bypass) because the right-of-way 
along which the trail would run cuts 
across his property. The chair noted that 
before any trail building was approved 
to proceed, PIPRC would listen to 
Aaron’s concerns as well as those of any 
other affected persons.
Ben Symons, the maintenance person, 
reported that the steps along a steep part 
of the Found Road trail required repair. 
Paul Brent, the assistant CRD director, 
noted that any work requiring earth 
moving could not be done until approved 
by the W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership Council. 
The CRD has made this commitment 
to protect Indigenous archeological 
sites as part of their reconciliation 
programs. It was moved that the trail 
would be closed and sign-posted until 

W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership Council approval 
is received.
Similarly, any work to complete the 
trail at the end of Ainslie Point Road 

was postponed pending W̱SÁNEĆ 
Leadership Council approval.
Similarly, a decision about replacing 
the wood chips under the swing set 
at Shingle Bay Park was postponed 
until after the Master Plan is prepared. 
W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership Council approval 
will be needed. Until then, the swings 
will be taken down.
A motion was passed approving the use 
of the back parking area of the Danny 
Martin Ball Park by the PI Conservancy 
for broom storage during their Broom 
Bash from May 18 to 24. Let’s all get 
involved in pulling invasives!
A motion to open the existing Dog Park 
next to the ballpark until a new dog park 
is found was defeated. The current dog 
park will remain closed.
A number of sites for a new dog park 
have been suggested, but PIPRC needs 
your help!  If you have any ideas for the 
dog park location, please send them with 
accompanying notes to penderparks@
crd.bc.ca by June 10.  All suggestions, 
including existing PIPRC properties, 
CRD properties zoned Community 
Service, private land donations, other 

George  Hi l l  Park  o f fers  grand v i s tas .  Photo  by  Hans  Tammemagi



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J u n e  2 0 2 1  -  5 0 t h28 

park jurisdictions holdings, and pretty 
well anywhere that you think would 
work, will be considered before a site 
is selected. Let’s show our Pender 
Island community spirit and find a great 
location for our canine best friends.
A motion was passed requesting CRD 
staff to investigate moving/burying the 
water line on one of the potential sites 
for the dog park next to the Heart Trial 
extension. The motion also called for 
efforts to find a new dog park site to 
continue.
A separate meeting will be held to 
prepare a PIPRC Master Plan. All 
commissioners are to review the draft 
plan and forward comments to Shannon 
Brayford, after which a date for the 
meeting will be set.
Several other ideas for improving 
the parks and trails were raised, but 
decisions were postponed until future 
meetings to see how they mesh with 
the Master Plan, which will be prepared 
soon.
The CRD provides funds for 
organizations and individuals providing 
recreation programs for Pender Island 
residents. To apply for the 2021-2022 
funding cycle, please visit
https://www.crd.bc.ca/parks-recreation-
culture/recreation-facilities/piprc-
recreation for program requirements 
and the application form. The deadline 
for applications is June 30, 2021 and 
funds will be distributed in September 
2021. If you have any questions, please 
email us at penderparks@crd.bc.ca.
Please report any problems with our 
trails and facilities and/or provide your 
input to how the Commission should 
proceed by contacting a commissioner, 
sending an email to penderparks@crd.
bc.ca, or attending one of our monthly 
meetings, which are open to the public. 
The next meeting on June 11 at 9:30 am 
will be held by Zoom.
With glorious spring weather and 
vaccinations well under way, now is 
the time to get out and enjoy the many 
picturesque parks and trails on Pender.
Hans  Tammemagi

Pender Island   
Public Library
Library Event   
Author Darrel McLeod

We are really pleased 
to host Darrel McLeod, 
Governor General 

Award-winning author of Mamaskatch, 
to celebrate National Indigenous Peoples 
Day. Join Darrel on June 21, 2021 at 7 pm 
for an online presentation - registration 
in advance from the library Facebook 
page or from the library website under 
“Events”. Darrel will also read from his 
latest book, Peyakow. Here’s a friendly 
challenge for YOU: read the coming of 
age story Mamaskatch in 2021, as we 
have multiple copies available at the 
library.
New Online Resource 
LinkedIn Learning

Looking to improve your career skills? 
The library now offers LinkedIn 
Learning (previously Lynda.com) 
with free online courses for every step 
of your career, featuring instructors 
with real-world experience. Sign 
up to unlock thousands of expert-
led, on-demand courses in business, 
technology, and creative topics (eg. 
personal effectiveness, spreadsheets, 
data analysis, graphic design, web 
development). Click the LinkedIn logo 
on our website and find the right courses 
for you!
Books on display this month

Gardening? Come pick up a book on 
garden design, companion planting, soil 
testing, growing organic vegetables, 
flowers, and more.
Art in the Library

A visual treat featuring two local artists: 
artist Annie Smith’s charcoal portraits 
of readers, exploring the relevance of 
the book in our lives, and artist Lisa 
Mollison showcasing her artwork of 
fresh, colourful, and vibrant acrylics.
Fine forgiveness/No overdue fines

If the thought of overdue fines have kept 
you from enjoying your public library, 
fret no more. All accumulated library 
fines prior to January 1, 2021 have been 
forgiven, and accounts wiped clean. As 
well, the library has been fine-free for 
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Faith Bulletin

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road
June  6  10:00 am  Zoom  Liturgy of the Islands and Inlets 
June 13 10:00 am  Zoom  Morning Prayer  
June 20           10:00 am   Zoom  Circle Service
June 27                  Explore online and attend the Church Service of your choice.

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, no in person gatherings will take place in June.  Anyone wishing to join the above events is most 
welcome.  To receive links and/or updates, please contact our administrator at the parish email address below.  

Ellen Willingham, 629-6700   Bookings for the Parish Hall: rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
Church Office: 629-3634    Parish E-mail: admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome! Please visit our website
June 6 10:30 am  John Wilton Communion Service 
June 13 10:30 am Judy Neil Worship Service
June 20 10:30 am  John Wilton Worship Service
June 27 10:30 am George Hodgson Worship Service

We will be holding services on Zoom at 10:30 am while health restrictions are in force. Regular services in the building will 
start at 10:45 am once restrictions are removed. For a Zoom link, contact website manager at webeditor@picchurch.ca. 

For our latest information, please visit our website or telephone Judy at 629-6168.

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services 
4705 Buccaneers Road

While we await further news from the PHO on May 25, the restrictions for in-person church services are still in place. 
Meanwhile, stay safe at home and pray for the health and safety of others. Members of St. Teresa’s Chapel community are 

encouraged to participate in live-stream Masses through the Diocese of Victoria or elsewhere. 
Those on our mailing list will be contacted as soon as we know the dates and times for the return of in-person liturgical services! 
If you are not on our mailing list, please contact us by email at stteresachapel@gmail.com or by phone at 629-6029 for further 
information. 

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)

We have established a weekly devotional zoom meeting every Thursday evening.  For an invitation to this and other events, 
please email bevpedenpender@gmail.com for me to send you the zoom link, or call 250-412-2524 or visit “bahaissi.org” 

for more information.
June 4 7:00 pm Feast of Nur (Light), via Zoom
June 23 7:00 pm Feast of Rahmat (Mercy), via Zoom
There is nothing sweeter in the world of existence than prayer.  Man must live in a state of prayer.  The most blessed condition is 
the condition of prayer and supplication.  Prayer is conversation with God.  The greatest attainment or the sweetest state is none 
other than conversation with God.  It creates spirituality, creates mindfulness and celestial feelings, begets new attractions of the 
kingdom and engenders the susceptibilities of the higher intelligence. ~ ‘Abdu’l-Baha, “Star of the West,” Vol. 8, May 17, 1917.

Pender Island Fellowship
(www.penderislandfellowship.ca)

The Pender Island Fellowship is a grassroots group of believers on Pender who want to be formed by the eternal love of 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. All are welcome, all are loved! If you would like to be added to our email list to receive 

notifications of weekly sermons and any updated service information, please contact us at penderislandfellowship@gmail.com. 
May everyone in our community feel the deep anchoring of God’s love and hope during this uncertain season.
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direCtory

Health Services
Medical Emergency ........................................... 911
Medical Clinic ...........................................629-3233

Dr. Gerry Moore, Dr. Robyn Wiens, Dr. Bruce Rebner
Nurse Practitioner - Tracey Adams

Monday to Friday, 9 am - 12 pm and 2 - 5 pm
Please do not call clinic staff at home. If your circumstance is 
genuinely of an urgent nature that will not wait until the clinic 
reopens, call 1-800-866-5602 and ask for the “Doctor on-call 
for Pender Island.”  Your call will be returned.
Audiologist, Donna Stewart ................. 778-426-4876
Better at Home Program ........................... 629-3346
Chiropractor, Mark Wensley ...................... 629-9918
Community Nurses .................................... 629-3242 
  Carolyn Cartwright-Owers and Miranda MacKenzie
Community Support Worker/Volunteer .... 629-3346 
Crisis and Mental Health Counsellors
 Elizabeth Miles ................................ 250-539-0905
 Shellyse Szakacs .............................. 250-538-8711
 Ulla Rembe ...................................... 250-539-0325
Family Advancement Counsellors ...... 250-222-0025
Dentist, Dr. Gary Sacher ............................. 629-6815
Lab Services .............................................. 629-3233
Massage Therapy, Tru Hartwood ............ 250-889-3923
 Krista Wissink ....................................250-381-7318
Optometrist, Dr. David Schaafsma ............. 629-3233
Public Health Nurse, Immunization, Prenatal Education
 Lois Woolley ................. 250-544-2400 or 539-3099

Pharmacy
Pharmacist, Christine Swan ....................... 629-6555

Home-based Licensed Health Professionals
Physiotherapy, Mieke Truijen ....................629-9910

Help Lines
Healthlink BC ............................................ Dial 811

Nurses 24/7, Pharmacists 5 - 8 pm, Dieticians  9 am - 5 pm
Problem Gambling Help Line .......... 1-888-795-6111
211 - Free multi-lingual information/referral to wide range of 
community/social/government services ......................Dial 211 

24 Hour Crisis Help Lines
Island Women Against Violence (IWAV)

Crisis support/transition................. 1-877-435-7544
Stopping the Violence Counselling .... 250-538-5568
Women’s Outreach Counsellor ........ 1-888-537-0717

Kids’ Help Phone ......................................310-1234
 Text ........................................................... 686868
 Chat ....................................www.kidshelpphone.ca

Continued

Mental Health Distress Line
Support/Information ................................310-6789
Suicide Prevention Helpline ........... 1-800-784-2433
Vancouver Island Crisis Line.......... 1-888-494-3888

  Text  .............................................................. 250-800-3806
  Chat (Adults) ...............................ww.CrisisCentreChat.ca
  Chat (Youth) ................................www.YouthinBC.com
Ministry of Child and Family Development ...........  

MCFD .............................................. 800-663-9122
Victim Link ..................................... 1-800-563-0808 

Community Support Numbers 
Capital Regional District (CRD) 

Director SGI, David Howe ................ 250-216-5618 
Building Inspector ...................................629-3424
SGI Harbours, Ben Mabberley ...benmabb@telus.net 
Bylaw/Animal Control complaints  . 1-800-665-7899  
Magic Lake Water & Sewer General . 1-800-663-4425
Magic Lake Water & Sewer Emergencies 1-855-822-4426

Emergency Hydro  .......................... 1-888-769-3766
Fire Rescue (Emergencies) .................................. 911

Duty Officer is available 24/7....... 1-250-478-7770
Non-Emergency - Hall #1 and Admin ......629-3321
Burning Permits - online ............ www.penderfire.ca
  or at Fire Hall #1, 4423 Bedwell Harbour Road

Hall/Meeting Room Bookings
Anglican Parish Hall ....rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
School Community Room ........................629-3711
Health Care Centre ..................................629-3326
Legion Hall .................bookings239.rcl@gmail.com
Pender Island Community Hall .................629-3669
Plum Tree Court ...............plumtreecourt@gmail.com

Home Support Services
Ask for the home support program .. 1-888-993-2299 

Islands Trust: Victoria  ................... 1-800-663-7867
NP, Deb Morrison ..... dmorrison@islandstrust.bc.ca
NP, Ben McConchie . bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Steve Wright .......... stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Cameron Thorn .........cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca

Member of Parliament
Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May….1-800-667-9188

Pender Island Emergency Program
Emergency Coordinator - Pat Haugh .........629-9991
ESS - Barbara Tarris ................................629-3052

Pender Island Public Cemetery  ....................629-6625
Pender Island Veterinary Clinic  ...............629-9909
Poison Control Centre ..................... 1-800-567-8911
RCMP, Outer Gulf Islands (non-emergency) .. 629-6171
 Crimestoppers .................. 1-800-665-TIPS (8477)
 Victim Services ......................................629-6531
Rescue

Marine & Aircraft distress ............. 1-800-567-5111
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC)

Search and Rescue (Land) Emergency  ............. 911
School Trustee, Greg Lucas ............ glucas@sd64.org
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June Calendar

As per orders from the Provincial Health Officer, events may be cancelled at short notice

1 Tue 10:00 am Library building is open on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ....................................................... 28
  7:00 pm Artist Roundtable to 8 pm for artists of all disciplines. Contact Ptarmigan to join for free  ..................... 14 
2 Wed 10:00 am Weekly walking group every Wednesday until noon, Community Hall Path* .......................................... 35
  3:00 pm New - Food Based Farmers’ Market to 6 pm, Barn behind the Community Hall ..................................... 22
  4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, register online for free. All ages and abilities welcome, via Zoom ..................... 14
3 Thu 9:00 am Recycling Depot, summer hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 4 pm* ............................................. 35
  10:30 am SGI Non-profit Leader Network, Zoom Meeting ...................................................................................... 39
4 Fri TBD SGI Youth Council, Planning Session ........................................................................................................ 39
  9:00 am Recycling Depot, summer hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 4 pm* ............................................. 35
  10:00 am Food Bank open Fridays to 12 pm, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall*2.......................................... 3
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu open every Friday to 4 pm* ...................................................................................................... 19
  10:00 am Library building is open on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ....................................................... 28
  12:00 pm Community Gathering, music by David Osborne to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed) .. 14, 35
  3:00 pm Friday Health Forum to 4 pm (also April 9, 23, and 30), see Community Paramedic Article ................... 16  
  3:00 pm Youth Volunteer (and bonfire, weather permitting) to 5 pm, register .................................................. 34, 39
  4:00 pm Legion Friday Night Patio or Take-Out to 5 pm, Gail Forsyth’s Salmon Wellington, Legion ............ 37. 58
  7:00 pm Youth Planning Session to 9 pm, register* ................................................................................................ 39
5 Sat 9:00 am Recycling Depot, summer hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 4 pm* ............................................. 35
  9:30 am Farmers’ Market to 12:30 pm, Community Hall* ...................................................................................... 22
  10:00 am Library building is open on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm* ....................................................... 28
  1:00 pm Museum re-opens for the summer Saturday and Sunday afternoons to 4 pm ........................................... 26  
  1:30 pm Moving Around Pender regular meeting, via Zoom .................................................................................. 18
9 Wed 10:00 am Quilters Circle’ meet to 12 pm, via Zoom .................................................................................................. 12
10 Thu 10:00 am Garden Club to meet at the Community Hall to clean garden and enjoy a Strawberry Tea ...................... 40
11 Fri 9:30 am Parks and Recreation monthly meeting, via Zoom .................................................................................... 28
  9:30 am First Aid Friday to 10 am, see Community Paramedic Article for details ................................................. 16
  12:00 pm Community Gathering, music by Tim Johnson to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed) ...... 14, 35
  4:00 pm Legion Friday Burger BBQ, Patio or Take-Out to 5 pm, Legion ......................................................... 37, 58
16 Wed 4:00 pm Pender Island Reconciliation Circle to 6 pm, virtual meeting place .......................................................... 33
  4:00 pm Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, register online for the link, All ages and abilities welcome, via Zoom ............... 14
18 Fri 10:00 am Pender Post Directors meeting via Zoom or possibly outside at the Community Hall
  12:00 pm Community Gathering, music by Caitlin Rae to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed) ......... 14, 35  
  4:00 pm Legion Friday Burger BBQ, Patio or Take-Out to 5 pm, Legion ......................................................... 37, 58
19 Sat 10:00 am Nu-To-Yu open this Saturday only, to 4 pm ............................................................................................... 19
21 Mon 1:00 pm Arts Society is tentatively planning on gathering at the Shingle Bay park ................................................ 12
  7:00 pm Library, online author reading with GG winner Darrel McLeod, registration on library website ............. 28
  3:00 pm Gulf Islands Food Co-op (GIFC) AGM, RSVP for link, via Zoom ........................................................... 17
23 Wed 7:00 pm SGICJP Community Conversation #5, Virtual event ........................................................................... 38, 42
24 Thu 9:00 am North Pender Local Trust Committee regular business meeting, via Zoom
25 Fri 12:00 pm Community Gathering, music by Beni & Thais Beattie to 1 pm, online or Community Hall ................. 14, 35
  3:00 pm Youth Book Club, via Zoom ...................................................................................................................... 34
  4:00 pm Legion Friday Burger BBQ, Patio or Take-Out to 5 pm, Legion ......................................................... 37, 58
30 Wed  Deadline for CRD/Parks and Recreation funding, questions, email at penderparks@crd.bc.ca ............... 28
  TBD Pender Islands Conservancy AGM.  Location and time to be determined ................................................ 21

advanCe notiCes For July

Weekly  TBD Adventure Earth for 13 - 19 years, Community Hall* ............................................................................... 34
Weekly  TBD Heritage Food Skills Workshops, Community Hall* ................................................................................. 34
5 Sat 9:30 am Youth Leaders In Training Camp to 4:30 pm, to June 9, Community Hall ............................................... 34
12 Sat 10:00 am Day Camp for 6 - 12 years to 4 pm, to June 16, Community Hall ............................................................ 34
19 Sat 10:00 am Day Camp for 8 - 12 years to 4 pm.  to June 23, Community Hall ........................................................... 34
26 Sat  10:00 am Day Camp for 6 - 12 years to 4 pm, to June 30, Community Hall ............................................................ 34
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Marlene Jeronimus
marlenejeronimus@icloud.com

Give your Pet
 the Salon experience

604-716-3144

PET GROOMING STUDIOS

PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals
Open Monday to Friday:  10 am to 4 pm

#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store 250-629-9909

overdue items for a year now. Any fines 
to replace lost or damaged items that 
present a financial hardship can also be 
forgiven; please contact the library.
Summer Student  
Library Page

The Library is committed to help train 
our teenagers with hands-on job skills, 
as we look to hire a local high school 
student as usual for summer 2021. 
We use funds collected from the Tru 
Value Spirit Board #16 to subsidize 
our student work program. Check our 
library website, Facebook page, or 
bulletin board for upcoming summer 
job postings.
Library Hours

The library is open for browsing, 
borrowing items, and use of public 
computers on Tuesdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays, 10-3. We don’t have indoor 
seating available, but there are several 
benches outdoors and free Wi-Fi. You 
can reach our Library HelpDesk from 
Tues. to Sat. at 629-3722, or email: 
library helpdesk@crd.bc.ca
New books

Youth

Beavers (Frances Backhouse), Guinness 
Book of Records 2021, Growing Up 
Elizabeth May: The Making of an 
Activist (Sylvia Olsen), Concrete Rose 
(Angie Thomas).
Adult Fiction

Hour of the Witch (Chris Bohjalian), 
Project Hail Mary (Andy Weir), The 
lady Has a Past (Amanda Quick), 
The Mystery of Mrs. Christie (Marie 
Benedict).
Adult Mystery

Stung (William Deverell), Murder on 
Wall Street (Victoria Thompson), The 
Fine Art of Invisible Detection (Robert 
Goddard).
Adult Non-fiction

Natural (Alan Levinovitz), Sharpening 
Common Workshop Tools (Marcus 
Bowman), Sprouts, Shoots and 
Microgreens (Lina Wallentinson), The 
Ultimate Dutch Oven Cookbook (Emily 
Clifton)
Carmen Oleskev ich ,   
L ibrary  Direc tor

Pender Island   
Reconciliation Circle

Once again our deadlines collide - 
this write up is due before we have 

our meeting in May.  I will fill you in on 
the May meeting next month!
For June our homework and discussion 
will focus on the book Treaty words: 
for as Long as the Rivers Flow, written 
by Aimée Craft and illustrated by Luke 
Swinson.
Aimée Craft is an Anishinaabe/
Métis lawyer from Treaty 1 territory 
in Manitoba. She is an Associate 
Professor at the Faculty of Common 
Law, University of Ottawa and a 
leading researcher on Indigenous laws, 
treaties, and water. Luke Swinson is an 
Anishinaabe illustrator who is a member 
of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island 
First Nation.
Aimée Craft affirms the importance 
of understanding an Indigenous 
perspective on treaties in this evocative 
book that is essential for readers of all 
ages. Although it is geared to middle 
school we can all learn from the lessons 

of philosophy, indigenous studies, and 
treaty literature.
From the online information:  On 
the banks of the river that have been 
Mishomis’s home his whole life, he 
teaches his granddaughter to listen - to 
hear both the sounds and the silences, 
and so to learn her place in Creation. 
Most importantly, he teaches her about 
treaties - the bonds of reciprocity and 
renewal that endure for as long as the 
sun shines, the grass grows, and the 
rivers flow. The first treaty was made 
between the earth and the sky. It was an 
agreement to work together. We build 
all of our treaties on that original treaty.
In an interview with Shelagh Rogers, 
(on The Next Chapter, CBC, May 
15) the author says the book is about 
intergenerational sharing, a book 
you will not read just once. I suggest 
listening to the interview as part of your 
homework.
Susan Parr  
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Pender Island Recreation 
and Agricultural Hall   
Association
PIRAHA

The Community Hall 
fundraiser has been 

going well.  Thank you to all 
of the people that have been 

helping.  We  have about $25,000 left to 
raise before we reach our goal!  We have 
applied for many grants to help with the 
costs, received a few and will continue 
applying until we have what we need to 
start on the repairs and improvements.
The Shred It event went really well and 
generated over $2000.  Thanks to all 
who brought their documents, to David 
Nickoli for the organizing and for his 
donations and to Best Shredding for 
bringing their truck over to us.  
Also thanks ahead of time to the Garden 
Club for their planned work weeding 
the two garden areas at the Hall. This 
volunteering is a wonderful assist in 
helping to keep the costs down and the 
grounds looking tidy. 
We are so glad that we have the 
Community Hall and were able to 

provide the venue for the community 
vaccination program.  It was wonderful 
to see lots of happy faces visiting at a 
distance after receiving their vaccines.     
We are excited to once again have 
received Canada Summer Jobs Grants 
so that we are able to offer summer 
camps for children and youth.  Our 
Summer Programs Coordinator has 
started already and is busy cooking up 
some very fun activities for the camps!
We are thrilled to be collaborating with 
the SGI Community Resource Centre 
to bring you Heritage Food Skills 
Workshops over the summer.  We plan 
to offer a weekly workshop that can 
be attended in person or virtually, or 
preferably both.  Our Heritage Programs 
Coordinator will be starting in a few 
weeks and would love to hear your 
ideas on workshops and activities she 
can help organize.
Youth Programs 

Youth Volunteer Event (and 
bonfire, weather permitting)

June 4 the Community Hall, in 
partnership with the SGI CRC is 
planning our initial youth volunteer get-

together!  The plan is to get together 
to clear up the brush from the walking 
trail near the Hall and (fire safe weather 
permitting) to have a small bonfire with 
the debris and of course lots of snacks.  
Registration is required and limited to 
youth 13 - 21 years old; email youth@
sgicommunityresources.ca.
Youth Planning Session

It’s probably no surprise to hear me 
say that the world is kind of a mess 
right now, but we are also in a moment 
of great opportunity.  What issues are 
important to you?  What changes would 
you make if you could?  And how can 
we make change happen?  The Pender 
Community Hall is partnering with the 
SGI Community Resource Centre and 
the Epicentre to discuss potential projects 
and opportunities we can get involved 
with as well as have some fun along the 
way.  Registration is required and limited 
to youth 13 - 21 years old; email youth@
sgicommunityresources.ca.
Youth Book Club  
Friday, June 25, 3 pm

The Youth Book Club is a free monthly 
book club for teens ages 13-19 years. 
Our goal is to create a space for book-
loving teens to gather, read and discuss 
new books, and socialize. We have been 
meeting over Zoom and are completing 
our second book, and anyone who 
wishes to join is very welcome. Our next 
meeting will be on Junr 25 from 3 - 4 
pm, online via Zoom unless regulations 
change. If you are interested in 
participating, please email penderhall@
hotmail.com.
Summer Youth Programs  
Youth Leaders In Training Camp 
July 5 - 9

Are you looking to gain experience in 
leadership and working with children?  
This camp helps you learn the skills to 
be prepared to become a Junior Leader.  
Join this fantastic group and learn to 
organize, run, and assist with summer 
camp programs, ensuring everyone has 
a fun, engaging, and active summer! 
Day Camp starting July 12

Endless fun for kids 6 to 12 years!  
Spend your summer with us as we 
connect with old friends and make new 
ones, explore our island surroundings, 
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get creative with crafts, play fun games, 
and try out interesting activities!  
Adventure Earth Weekly

This summer weekly activity is for 
youth 13 - 18 years interested in 
outdoor leadership, wilderness skills, 
environmental leadership, food security, 
farming skills, and civic engagement!  
Older youth may be interested in joining 
as assistant leaders.  Each week is 
something different; we may challenge 
ourselves to climb a mountain, go to 
a local farm to meet the animals and 
help in the garden, volunteer to help a 
local organization, travel off island to a 
special site, or learn how to lead games 
and other activities.  Participants will 
help decide the focus of each week.  
All Ages Programs   
Walking Group - Wednesdays, 
10 - 11:30 am

Focus on your health, happiness, and 
fun every Wednesday at the Community 
Hall.  The Walking Group is a drop-in 
activity; walk where you can stop in 
and visit at the café and join others in 
a pleasant walk along the Home Valley 
farm trail.  Masks encouraged.
Community Café

Keep an eye on the Community Hall 
Facebook Page for pop-up Community 
Cafés in June.  We are eagerly awaiting 
adjustment of the health guidelines to 
offer this delightful way to visit your 
neighbours and friends.  The café will 
be able to offer an assortment of drinks 
by donation and you will be welcome to 
bring snacks while visiting outside on 
the patio or grass.  If you are interested 
in volunteering to be the café host, 
please contact Andrea at 629-3669 or 
bookings@penderislands.org.
Friday Community Gathering 
Picnic, 12 - 1 pm

When we are able to gather again we 
will be outside, musicians on the patio, 
picnickers on the grass, and contact 
tracing at entry.  Tea and coffee may be 
available by donation.  Masks required 
when not eating or drinking.  If you 
can’t join in person, we livestream on 
the Pender Island Community Hall 
Facebook page. 
For more information on events and 
programs, call 629-3669 or email 

bookings@penderislands.org.
Andrea Mil ls  and Dianne Al l ison

Pender Island   
Recycling Society

These numbers refer to 
the numbers on the 

recycling photo montage 
on page 45.

1. Cartons and cups, pop cans
2. Cardboard, plastic containers
3. Plastic bags and overwrap, crinkly 

plastics, tin cans, glass
Summer hours starting in June

Open Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday from 9 am - 4 pm

We are open for our summer hours 
starting on Thursday, June 3. The first 
hour is typically slow in June as people 
adjust to our new hours so if you’d like 
to recycle in peace and quiet, come early!
Thermostats

Did you know that many older 
thermostats have mercury switches in 
them, which can pollute the air, water, 
and soil if they go to the landfill? A 
single thermostat contains up to 10 
grams of mercury, enough to cause 
some serious pollution! Now it’s easy 
to manage old thermostats responsibly. 
Starting in June, you can bring them 
to the recycling depot - and there is no 
charge for drop off.
We would like to thank you for 
continuing to presort. Everyone keenly 
appreciates this as it reduces wait times. 
We have seen many wonderful systems 
in recent months - the slickest operations 
involve sorting into specific categories, 
usually into brown paper or clear plastic 
bags. These recycling champions simply 
empty the contents of their pre-sorted 
bags into the appropriate drop spot and 
are in and out in a matter of minutes. 
(See example in the photo montage).
We know that some of you have been 
collecting the recycling of those that 
can’t make it to the depot due to mobility 
issues or risk of exposure to COVID-19. 
This kind of neighbourly spirit and 
community caring makes Pender a great 
place to live!
With that beautiful summer sunshine 
may come an urge to get your bike back 

on the road. Bring your bike to Ken 
or Matthew at the depot on Saturdays. 
They are available between 10 am - 3 
pm for repairs or tune-ups.
Many of you have renewed your 
memberships online or at the depot 
and for that we thank you. Membership 
renewals are voluntary, are tax 
deductible, and are an important source 
of funding for the many re-use and 
reduce initiatives that we undertake.
Niki  Rober ts

Pender Organic   
Community Garden Society

As I write this in early May, 
activity at the garden is 

ramping up with early crops 
planted and perennials like 

asparagus already being harvested.  The 
cool weather in early March slowed 
things down but the warm spell in April 
made up for it.  By the time the June issue 
comes out gardeners will have planted 
the warm weather crops like tomatoes 
and beans.  How things will turn out 
is always an adventure depending on 
summer weather and hard work.



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J u n e  2 0 2 1  -  5 0 t h36 

We welcomed a number of new gardeners 
this year and continue to improve this 
wonderful space that we share.  We 
had a big work party of volunteers in 
April who came out to help clean up 
after the winter.  Accomplishments 
included cleaning out the drainage 
ditch to the north of the plots, leveling 
and mulching the common paths, weed 
whacking the grass in the entry and 
around the perimeter fence, and cleaning 
up the compost bins.  Thanks to Bruce 
McConchie for organizing this. We also 
anticipate getting a new gate latching 
system installed soon which will be a big 
improvement over the current system. 
I find there is something very special 
about gardening.  Perhaps it is the sense 
of cyclicality of the changing seasons 
that nevertheless repeat.  Perhaps it is 
the camaraderie with fellow gardeners 
sharing tips and plants (thankfully we 
have been able to continue our activities 
even through the pandemic). Perhaps it 
is the tranquil setting with greenery and 
sheep in the background.  Perhaps it is 
the challenge and interest in seeing how 
things will turn out (it is interesting how 
yields for the same crop will vary from 
one year to the next).  Regardless, it is a 
lot of fun and we are very grateful to Karl 
Hamson for giving us this opportunity.
David  Hul t sch

PenderPOD

We hope you 
all get a 

chance to see the 
article “Saving 

the Whales” in the May/June issue of 
Aqua magazine.  Julia Nicholls’ article 
chronicles the good work that Pender 
POD’s team of elder activists have 
undertaken to protect the endangered 
Southern resident orca (SRKW) through 
community action.  And take a long look 
at the cover photo of Nanako holding 
the whale tile showing L125, the most 
recently born Orca calf. Nanako painted 
the tile as part of the PenderPOD youth 
project to commemorate resident orcas 
born since 1998 - a heartfelt tribute to 
their survival.
Speaking of resident orca survival, a 
recent article in the Seattle Times reported 
that, “Southern resident orcas celebrate 
three healthy calves as researchers find 

J-Pod in the best overall condition in 
a decade”.  This news offers the first 
glimmer of hope since Tahlequah J35 
carried her dead calf through the Salish 
Sea for 17 days in 2018. Tahlequah’s 
actions brought renewed attention to the 
fact that the Southern residents are at 
risk of extinction.
As we reported last year Tahlequah has 
birthed another calf, J57, a male born in 
September 2020. Two more calves also 
have been born to J pod: J56, a female 
in 2019, and J58, a female in 2020. 
Since then the addition of L124 (May 
2019) and L125 (February 2021) to L 
pod together with the three J pod calves 
offers a sliver of silver lining on a dark 
cloud as the threats to the survival of the 
Southern residents persist and intensify.
We are very excited to see the orca tile 
project which was led by PODlings 
youth coming to a successful and 
inspiring completion.  Plans are under 
way for a COVID-19 safe gathering 
in July to celebrate the installation of 
these tiles at strategic locations where 
land based orca viewing can be enjoyed.  
Check out our website at PenderPOD.
ca to view the inspirational tiles and the 
individual stories for each of the whales.
Last month we reported on the 
establishment of the Pender Sighting 
Network, a group of citizen scientists 
at strategic locations around Pender’s 
shoreline to observe, document and 
report sightings of orcas and other 
cetaceans and report violations of 
Transport Canada’s Interim Sanctuary 
Zone off Oaks Bluff.
The Pender sighters were treated to 
a spectacular gathering of 18 Bigg’s 
(transient) orcas off Brooks Point on 
May 8 led by the distinctive male 
“Chainsaw” (TO63) easily recognized 
by the two large chunks out of the 
trailing edge of his dorsal fin.  There was 
no vessel traffic and no whale watching 
boats in sight and the orcas frolicked 
off Brooks Point before moving East to 
Saturna where their activity was further 
documented by the Saturna Sighting 
Network.
The following day brought a string of 
whale watching boats following a small 
pod of Bigg’s orcas through Boundary 
Pass headed East.  A report was filed 
to DFO with photos to document a 

possible violation of the 200 metre 
approach limit by several whale 
watching boats.  That same afternoon 
observers on the West side of North 
Pender observed blatant harassment of 
orcas by two sea-doos which prompted 
a number of complaints to DFO. On 
Monday, May 10 two humpback whales 
were sighted off Brooks Point and later 
off Wallace Point. The Humpbacks 
were back on May 12 and we were able 
to identify “Slate” (BCK 1210) by her 
distinctive fluke or tail.  The Pender 
Sighting Network is working closely 
with the Saturna Sighting Network 
and our collective reports to the BC 
Cetacean Sighting Network are used to 
inform policy for protecting the whales 
who are struggling to survive multiple 
challenges in the Salish Sea.
When COVID-19 travel restrictions 
ease, you might want to consider 
reserving tickets for the engaging 
exhibition “Orcas: Our Shared Future” 
at the Royal BC Museum.
Paul  Petr ie

Pender Seed Library

When saving seeds we need to be 
sure the desired plant isn’t going 

to cross-pollinate with a similar one.  
Only plants of the same species cross-
pollinate.  We don’t need to worry so 
much about self-pollinated veggies, 
but many of our favourite vegetables 
will cross-pollinate so it’s helpful to 
remember that Latin plant names are 
in two parts: The genus name which 
is always first and capitalized  and the 
species name in lower case. We spent an 
evening looking through the West Coast 
Seed catalog looking at species names 
and realized it’s easier than we thought 
to figure out what will cross-pollinate.  
Just look at the species names!
The Second Annual Squash Fest will 
be happening in October and it would 
be fun to have true locally grown and 
adapted squash seeds to share at this 
event.
To save true squash seeds it is important 
to understand that they are insect 
pollinated and also  to know which are 
of the same species.  There are three 
species of squash that we typically grow. 
C. pepo, C. moschata, and C. maxima.  
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To save true seeds we can grow just 
one of each species, but we also need to 
take into account that insects can travel 
long distances so unless you are isolated 
from all other squash growers by at least 
a kilometre (100 yards) it’s going to be 
unreliable.  What can we do?  Isolating 
individual flowers and pollinating them 
ourselves with a small branch or Q-tip 
seems to be the best way.  I have never 
done this myself and would love to 
hear how others do it.   I have heard of 
tying a bag around an unopened female 
flower.  You will know it’s a female 
flower because you can see the small 
squash starting to form under the flower 
bud.  The male flowers are on the end 
of a thin stalk.  We have a few squash 
seeds in the Library from butternut (C 
moschata) which is the only variety in 
that species that are usually grown, but I 
know someone around the Thieves Bay 
Area who is going to grow the only other 
variety of that species, a Tromponcino, 
so maybe it’s best if growers in that area 
isolate flowers from butternut this year.  
If you use the isolation method there is 
no need to limit growing only one variety 
in a species.   Once the female flower 
is pollinated, allow the squash to fully 
ripen on the vine for about four months.  
When you can’t break the skin with your 
fingernail it’s ready.  Cut and scoop out 
seeds, rinsing off the pulp before you 
dry them in a single layer, turning them 
occasionally  for about a week or until 
you are certain they are dry.  Only the 
plump seeds are viable and will be for 
four or five years.  Package and label 
them and store them in an airtight jar.
Find us on Instagram for photos and 
short videos on seed saving tips and 
tricks.  Happy Growing,
Karin  Campbel l ,  penderseedl i -
brary@gmai l .com

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

We have been 
busy with 

Spring cleaning 
and organizing.  Marilyn Forbes has 
done a complete clean of the bar area 
and appliances, and Gail Standing-
Forsyth tackled the walk-in cooler for a 
deep clean.  Thank you ladies for your 
volunteer labour.  Much appreciated. 

Ken Pelley cleaned out and painted 
kitchen cabinets.  Thank you Ken - our 
steadfast, reliable, and takes care of all, 
person.
Thank you to all our volunteers, 
executives, and members, who joined 
us for a work bee organized by Gail on 
Sunday, May 2.  We had a great turnout, 
and excellent weather, that enabled us 
to get so much done, including getting 
our Patio ready for customers on Friday 
nights.  We so appreciate your continued 
support - Gail and Greg Standing-
Forsyth, Marilyn Forbes, John Pender, 
Charles Baker, Bill Critchley, Dave 
Sherman, Dale Henning, Pamella Smith, 
Neil Smith, Lisa and Mike Christensen, 
Ken and Carole Sheaves, and Jesse Hall.
Thank you to our volunteer Audit 
Committee, Jennifer Kaila, Dianne 
Allison, and Jon Heaney, who performed 
the tedious task of reviewing our records 
for 2020.
During the COVID-19 shut down, 
our main income to pay ongoing 
expenses has been generated by Friday 
night dinners.  We are so grateful to 
the volunteer Chefs and Crew that 
prepare and serve the dinners, and our 

valued customers for purchasing the 
dinners.  You are all keeping our Legion 
operating!  Thank you.
Before we begin our Summer Friday 
BBQ Burger dinners on June 11, we are 
serving a special Salmon Wellington 
dinner on June 4.  Don’t miss this dinner!  
Order early for take-out or patio seating.
Thank you to Gary and Crew at 
Vancouver Island Paving for doing 
an excellent job paving our entrance 
driveway, and donating a large load of 
gravel to the Legion. Gravel will be 
used towards our parking lot upgrade.
June is the end of the school year and the 
Legion offers bursaries and scholarships.  
See details on our website at http://www.
penderislandrcl239.com/bursaries-and-
scholarships.  Applications due dates:
• Sir Percy Lake Memorial Scholarship 

- June 25
• RCL Branch 239 Scholarship   

- August 31
• Poppy Campaign Bursary   

- August 31
• Jake Bachmeier Memorial Bursary  

- August 31
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Your Legion Executive Board meets 
every month and works for the Legion’s 
ongoing viability to serve veterans and 
their dependants and our community, 
promote remembrance, and act in the 
service of Canada.  Gail Standing-
Forsyth joined our Executive in January 
2021, and has been a tireless volunteer 
since.  Her dedicated service is very 
much appreciated.  Here is a brief peek 
at Gail.
“Gail grew up in Montreal, and has 
been fortunate to have lived and worked 
in many places including Vancouver, 
England, Ontario, Newfoundland, and 
Victoria before retiring to Pender Island 
two years ago.  Shortly after moving 
to England, Gail found her aptitude 
for computers, together with teaching, 
which eventually led to her conducting 
corporate training, operating a successful 
data processing bureau, and teaching 
part time at the local Polytechnic.  
Gail also completed her post-graduate 
studies in Business Management 
before returning to Canada with her 
three sons.  Following a long career 
teaching and managing Information 
Technology and Business training 
programs at a Community College, Gail 
took a two-year sabbatical.  Gail then 
applied her skills to Food and Beverage 
management, and later to Property 
Management before fully retiring in 
2019.   Gail and her husband, Greg, live 
on Pender Island full-time and enjoy 
spending time with good friends, good 
food, gardening, kayaking, cooking, 
travelling, bee keeping, community 
volunteering, their cat Woodie, and 
four new laying hens: Henrietta, Macer, 
Gracie, and Jane.”
Please see page 43 for the photo of the 
2021 Legion Chili Cook Off Champions 
- El Faro, Becky & Deryk Gooding.
With thanks for everyone’s support.
Jean Deschenes

SGI Community   
Resource Centre

The SGI Community 
Resource Centre 

continues to work hard 
to support programs that 

foster community connections with an 
optimistic eye on the future. We hope 

that you will continue to turn to the CRC 
for assistance, local information and to 
learn about new projects to strengthen 
our community.
Grocery Service

If you are isolating, in quarantine, or 
have mobility issues we can help you 
keep your pantry stocked.  In partnership 
with Tru Value Foods, we have Volunteer 
shoppers and drivers providing grocery 
service on Friday mornings in June.  
Orders can be submitted through 
orderonpender@gmail.com, or calling 
the Helpline at 629-3665.  We need your 
orders by Wednesday at 2 pm.
Jigsaw puzzles

We have free jigsaw puzzles to do with 
dad on Father’s Day (you didn’t forget, 
did you?)  Call the CRC Helpline for 
more information or take a look at 
the photo of our selection in the front 
window of the CRC office.
Emergency Relief

The CRC is providing Emergency 
Relief to applicants who have financial 
challenges related to the pandemic. 
Approved applicants will receive Tru 
Value Foods gift cards in denominations 
ranging from $50-$200, or microgrants 
up to $500.  Please pick up an 
application form at the CRC Office in 
the Driftwood or from the Community 
Box at Dockside Realty in the Driftwood 
(in the Community Resource Centre file 
folder).
On-line Banking

The Pender Island CRC Office has 
tablets available for Island Savings 
online banking transactions. Using the 
installed app, local residents can deposit 
cheques, pay bills, and transfer funds 
using their Island Savings account.  Our 
tablets are also available for PANS sign-
up and for WorkBC job related research.
Masks and Sanitizer

The CRC Office has boxes of 
disposable masks available for free. 
This safety-fashion statement isn’t 
going away yet, so stay prepared. 
There are 50 polypropylene masks 
per box. Contact the CRC at admin@
sgicommunityresources.ca or call the 
Helpline to request a box.  The Pender 
Island Legion has provided free bottles 

of hand sanitizer. Come by the office 
to pick up a bottle.  The CRC Office is 
located in the Driftwood Centre across 
from Island House and Home, open 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 10 am - 4 
pm.
Community Justice Program

There are many parts to the Southern Gulf 
Islands Community Justice Program, but 
they all come together under the overall 
vision of “A community that embraces 
inclusivity, accountability, compassion 
and respect.”  Besides taking on 
Restorative Justice cases through the 
RCMP, we offer alternatives to the types 
of communication that often break off 
into “us and them,” “black and white,” 
and other polarizing confrontations. To 
this end, we have taken the proactive 
approach of showcasing “peace 
circle” approaches that allow for 
constructive problem solving instead of 
confrontation. 
For our fifth Community Conversation, 
we are addressing the following topic: 
Building Community Conversation 
- What Keeps You From Hearing 
Others?”  Please join us on Wednesday, 
June 23 at 7 pm to explore this question, 
and experience the positivity and energy 
of the peace circle process.  This will 
be a virtual event, so reserve your seat 
now by emailing us at sgicjp@shaw.
ca.  These Conversations are usually 
well-attended by Penderites, let’s hear 
from the folks on Saturna, Mayne and 
Galiano Islands.
Besides the Community Conversations, 
we are excited to offer to facilitate 
peace circles for the SGI communities. 
Earlier this year, members of the SGI 
CJP successfully provided meeting 
facilitation support for an island group 
via a Zoom platform.  Thoughtful 
discussion led to a full consultative 
process and positive outcome.
If your organization has a challenging 
topic to address, or if you simply want to 
experience the positivity of the circle, let 
us know.  Please remember: we represent 
all the Southern Gulf Islands, not just 
Pender Island.  For further information 
about our program, see our webpage at 
www.sgicommunityresources.ca/cjp.
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Employment Services

Are you a job-seeker, an employer 
needing staff, or someone requiring 
support during this uncertain time? 
There is information to assist you.  The 
Employment Services office is open 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 10 am 
- 4 pm. Call 629-3665 to speak to an 
Employment Advisor for information 
on funding for training, and/or job 
search resources. If you are considering 
running your own business, reach out to 
an Employment Advisor to help assess 
what field is right for you, as well  as to 
gather some information to help you get 
started.
WorkBC

Have you applied for jobs with no 
response? Have you been on EI at 
some point in the last five years?  The 
WorkBC Wage Subsidy program covers 
a part of employee wages so employers 
can hire job seekers and provide work 
opportunities. Both unemployed 
individuals and employers in B.C. can 
benefit from the WorkBC Wage Subsidy.
Our Wage Subsidy clients can submit 
their resumes to employers with 
information about the Wage Subsidy 
program, allowing them to compete 
with other applicants and helping 
them to secure a job in their field.  If 
you wish to explore this option more, 
contact our office. If you wish to apply, 
go to www.apply.workbc.ca.  Our 
island coordinators are trained to assist 
with registration of WorkBC services, 
so get in touch with your local CRC 
coordinator.  Employers and employees 
can learn more about this program by 
visiting the www.workbc.ca website.
Non-profit Leaders

The monthly meetup is a place for SGI 
Non-profit Leaders to have a place to 
discuss issues, trends, and connect with 
each other. With no agenda, topics are 
diverse, meaningful and very valuable 
for those in attendance.  The next 
meeting will be held June 4 at 10:30 
am. For more information, or to register, 
email sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com.
Youth Volunteer Get-together

June 4 the SGI CRC is planning our 
initial youth volunteer get-together on 
Pender Island.  The plan is to get together 

to clear up the brush from the walking 
trail near the Pender Community Hall 
and (fire safe weather permitting) to 
have a small bonfire with the debris. 
Snacks will be included and ferry fare 
for youth coming from the other islands.  
Registration is required and limited to 
youth 13 - 21 years old; email youth@
sgicommunityresources.ca.
Youth Planning Meetings

It’s probably no surprise to hear that 
the world is kind of a mess right now, 
but we are also in a moment of great 
opportunity.  What issues are important 
to you?  What changes would you make 
if you could?  And how can we make 
change happen?  The SGI Community 
Resource Centre will host regular 
youth planning meetings starting in 
June to discuss potential projects and 
opportunities we can get involved with 
as well as have some fun along the way.  
Youth aged 13 - 30 years old from all 
islands are welcome, either by zoom or 
in person on Pender Island (because of 
health guidelines only those up to 21 
years can join in person). To register, 
email youth@sgicommunityresources.
ca.
We at the Community Resource Centre 
stay on top of funding opportunities 
for individuals and business - both 
private and government funds. Please 
contact us if you are curious or confused 
about accessing funds and perhaps 
need a hand being matched with the 
ones you are eligible for personally, 
or for your business. Please reach out 
if you have any questions or need a 
hand applying as well. Email info@
sgicommunityresources.ca. 
Melody  Pender

reCreation and leisure

Canadian Power and Sail
Pender Island Squadron

May 22 to May 
28 was Safe 

Boating Awareness 
Week; perhaps some of 

you noticed our window display at the 
Driftwood Centre. 
Here are some takeaways for safe 
boating this year:

• Wear Your Lifejacket - Over 80% of 
Canadians who drown while boating 
were not wearing their lifejacket or 
not wearing it properly. There are so 
many choices for lifejackets/personal 
floatation devices on the market now, 
it is easy to pick one that suits your 
‘boating style’ and is one that you are 
comfortable wearing all the time you 
are on the water.

• Boat Sober - Whether it’s prescription 
drugs, alcohol, or cannabis, the use of 
intoxicants is both irresponsible and 
illegal. In some provinces, being con-
victed of impaired operation will also 
affect your automobile license.

• Be Prepared - You, and Your Boat - 
Make sure you and your boat are up to 
your planned on-water activities. That 
means you are knowledgeable about 
your upcoming trip, your boat is prop-
erly equipped with the required and 
good-to-have safety equipment, the 
weather is suitable for the voyage, you 
have sufficient fuel and you have filed a 
trip plan. Plus, this is not all about you 
- it is important to keep in mind that by 
staying out of trouble you will not be 
putting pressure on rescue resources.

• Take a Boating Course - If you are op-
erating a powered recreational vessel, 
you should have your Pleasure Craft 
Operator Card or some other proof of 
competency. But that is just the start, 
so consider taking some advanced 
courses. If your boating preference 
tends towards paddle, this is the per-
fect time to enroll in some on water 
training. Or if you are just starting 
out, log onto and start your boating in 
a paddle craft responsibly. The site is 
not a substitute for on water training, 
but it does provide a great first step 
in education about paddle craft. Visit 
www.boatingcourses.ca.

• Be Aware of Cold-Water Risks - Cold 
water can severely impact your ability 
to swim or even just stay afloat. Even 
the best swimmers will feel the effects 
of a sudden cold-water immersion. 
No matter your swimming ability, the 
best chance of surviving an accidental 
cold-water immersion is to wear your 
lifejacket!
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On May 12 we held our AGM - 
please welcome John Ackerman who 
volunteered to be a member on our 
Audit Committee - we welcome all 
volunteers.  Other members of the 
Bridge are: David Kirsop, Commander; 
David Levien, Past Commander; Helen 
Lemon-Moore, Secretary; Marty Swan, 
Treasurer; Assistant Training Officers, 
John Reader and Keith Smith; and Gerry 
Moore, Member at Large.
Our focus for 2022 will be on 
regeneration when we can hopefully 
return to in-person training.
Thanks for reading and stay safe on the 
water,
David  Kirsop ,  Commander

Pender Island Garden Club

We had a great visit 
via Zoom with 

Chris Hall and found 
out so much about their 

plan to live off the land and sea for a 
year.  Did not know you could make 
coffee out of Dandelion root.  One of the 
main concerns is to meet all your dietary 
requirements when only living on what 
you grow or catch, and Chris and his 
partner have been learning a lot about 
exactly what nutrients are in the plants 
and seafood available to harvest around 
and on Pender.  After nine months they 
say they are getting used to the lifestyle 
but do miss a real cup of coffee and a 
real glass of wine.
Our June meeting is on June 10 and 
we are planning on meeting at the 
Community Hall to weed their gardens 
for them and finish with a slice of 
strawberry shortcake.  Note the time 
change: we will meet at 10 am before 
the day gets too hot.  If you wish to join 
us we will be confirming the date and 
time with all members after June 1 when 
we know exactly what restrictions are 
in place.  You will need to bring your 
garden tools, tea or coffee, and confirm 
the fact that you are joining us so the 
correct amount of strawberry shortcake 
can be ordered.  Watch for your email 
from Kathy on June 1 to confirm this 
event can go ahead.  During the summer 
months we would like to hear from 
members regarding what they would like 
to see on our schedule for the 2021/22 

season.  There will be no meetings until 
September as our members spend the 
summer in their own gardens.
Val  Butcher

Pender Island Golf Club

May was another 
busy month for the 

volunteers at the Pender 
Island Golf Club. The 

course is getting in great shape thanks 
to the hard work of our new course 
superintendent, Patrick Deme, and 
our ever-dedicated Monday morning 
volunteer work crew.  The daisies are 
almost all gone and we can once again 
bring out our white golf balls and put 
away the bright orange, pink, and yellow 
colours until next year!
Added to our usual volunteer crew, we 
had a dedicated three person “painting 
crew” working very hard painting the 
clubhouse. We will be hard-pressed 
to thank Karen Watson, Dave Watson, 
and Caroline Davidson enough for all 
of their hard work. The building looks 
beautiful, and if you would like to know 
what “Blue Out of Proportion” looks 
like, come by and have a look.
Another group of volunteers has been 
dedicated to tidying up our many garden 
spaces on the course by pruning and 
trimming bushes and branches, as well 
as adding mulch and creating rock 
borders.  Many thanks to Christina 
Beckett, Karen Watson, Ray Higgs, 
Brad Vilness, and Walt McAuley.
Other regular Monday volunteers are 
Rick Cunningham, Tom Wyborn, Ken 
Pelley, Jim McKay, Frank Deme, Ian 
Pirie, John Gowan, Pat Taylor (and 
apologies to anyone else I may have 
overlooked!)  The volunteer spirit is 
definitely alive and well at the golf club. 
We can’t thank you enough.
We were very sad to learn of the passing 
of club member Ilse Morris. She was 
a long-time member, and wife of John 
Hall, also a long-time member and past 
president. Ilse became a social member 
with the sole intent of supporting the 
club. She never swung a club, but 
regularly supported our annual Pro-Am 
and other yearly mixed tournaments 
and events. It was tennis that she and 
John enjoyed together. Our heartfelt 

condolences go out to John and the rest 
of the family.
Club member Donnie Wein pulled off 
something that is extremely rare in 
Golf. He scored a “two” on the par 5, 
466-yard 9th hole on May 13.  Known 
as an “albatross,” this feat is apparently 
3,000 times more difficult than a hole-
in-one! It boggles the mind to visualize 
those two long shots flying down that 
fairway, with the ball going in the hole 
on the approximately 200-yard second 
shot, especially when the green is uphill 
and Donnie could not see the flagpole.  
Congratulations Donnie, you have all 
the members agog!
The men’s and ladies leagues are in full 
swing with a handful of tournaments 
underway.
This is a great time of year to be taking 
out a membership in the club as there 
is a whole season of golf ahead of us. 
New members are always welcome. If 
you would like more information on our 
membership options you can check out 
our website at penderislandgolf.ca, give 
us a call at 629-6659, or drop by the pro 
shop where we will be happy to answer 
your questions.
Can’t get off the island to go shopping? 
The pro shop has golf clothing as well 
as casual wear and logoed, insulated 
drinking bottles, perfect for taking hot 
or cold drinks when hiking or other 
outdoor activities. Two people (wearing 
masks) are welcome in the Pro-Shop to 
check things out.
Don’t forget about two-for-one 
Wednesdays; bring a friend and you can 
both play for the price of one.
Never try to keep more than 200 
separate thoughts in your mind during 
your swing. ~ Anonymous
See you at the club!
Michel le  Galaugher,  Pro  Shop

Pender Island   
Junior Sailing Association

PIJSA is planning to provide 
four weeks of beginner’s 

courses: Level 1 & 2, the last 
two weeks of July and the first 

two weeks of August.  For the advanced 
Level 3 & 4 students, PIJSA does not 
have a certified instructor, so it is likely 
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that these courses in the first two weeks 
of August will be fun sailing.  When 
there is a certified instructor, the course 
cost is $175; fun sailing is $160 for the 
week.  Beginners must be at least 9 
years of age and 12 years of age for the 
advanced course after passing Level 2.
PIJSA has been accepting course 
reservations for some weeks, and 
at present, all the courses are full if 
everyone registers.  If you want to add 
a name to a waiting list or get more 
information, please contact infopihcs@
shaw.ca; some may not formally register.  
Registration information will have been 
sent out to those who have contacted 
PIJSA previously, and requests for 
payment will be delayed until the Public 
Health regulations for the summer are 
confirmed or clearer.  Currently, it is 
understood that single-handed boats can 
sail as can household members in the 
same boat.  At present, unrelated people 
cannot be in a small boat as distancing 
is impossible.
While no courses were given last year, 
PIJSA has continued to have financial 
support from Browning Harbour Pub 
and Marina through the September 
Hacker’s Tournament, which is also 
planned for this year.  The Tru Value 
Spirit Board has continued to provide 
funds and support from the Pender 
Island Yacht Club and CRD Parks and 
Recreation was also received.
Bruce  Waygood,  Commodore

Pender Island    
Otters Swim Club

Some of us have our 
first vaccination 

now, but not all of us, 
and who really knows 

when  part two  is to happen...so we are 
still in restriction mode as to Panorama 
Pool, but that is okay.  We have the pool 
to ourselves during our time span, and 
that makes swimming quite safe.  Also, 
with limited numbers of people allowed 
to swim in a lane, that also makes things 
well spread out, and the fact that we 
flow through a different entrance and  
exit from any other Recreation centre 
users makes it even safer. We started our 
summer session on May 7, and have pool 
time until August 27, on Fridays from 12 
noon - 2 pm.  There is still time to join 

up, and as things really haven’t opened 
up much yet for other programs, it is a 
great opportunity to get some exercise, 
some stroke improvement, and a great 
cardio workout for both children and 
adults alike.  The only problem is we are 
still unable to offer Otter Pups sessions, 
as in-water coaching is still not possible.  
We are really hoping things improve 
greatly by the fall, and we can bring 
those little ones back into the pool to 
learn how to swim in a safe environment.  
Want to join us for the summer? There is 
still room, and please go to our webpage 
at www.penderislandotters.webs.com 
and follow the link to registration.  Want 
to give us a try for three sessions? Click 
on the Trial Membership registration 
tab.  Hope to see some more swimmers 
in the water over the summer.
Helen  Lemon-Moore ,  Pres ident

Cover story

Pender Island   
Health Centre Turns 40

On May 30, 1981, Mary Coleman 
cut the ribbon to open the Bishop 

Coleman Health Centre, named in 
honour of her husband. In attendance 
was 92-year-old Neptune Grimmer. 
Each had a connection to the brand-new 
facility which had taken more than a 
decade of community determination to 
achieve.
Neptune Navy Grimmer was born in 
1889 in a rowboat in Navy Channel 
while his father rowed his mother, 
Elizabeth, to the midwife on Mayne 
Island. It is one of the first accounts of 
the tremendous effort required by early 
settlers to access medical care. Nep 
must have marvelled at the new health 
centre in 1981.
Dream to reality

The remarkable Bishop Michael and 
Mary Coleman came to Pender in 1960 
and soon discovered that no doctor was 
willing to practice here without suitable 
office space. By 1969, Coleman had 
a building committee and a potential 
location in mind when he died suddenly. 
A memorial fund - with Mary’s support 
- was set up in the Bishop’s name to 
keep their shared dream alive.

That same year, 1969, Dr. Homer Rogers 
was persuaded to set up a practice in 
his house at the end of Mackinnon Rd 
and the urgency for a clinic waned. In 
1977, however, Dr. Rogers announced 
his wish to retire. The community could 
wait no longer.
Lions Club members went into action. 
They lobbied governments for financial 
assistance, but neither the CRD nor 
the Province would fund what was 
considered to be an office for a private 
doctor. Meanwhile, donations to the 
memorial fund for a clinic swelled to 
$65K.
Finally, the Minister of Health relented 
in April 1979 with the proviso that 
the province’s pledge of $85K would 
depend on islanders supplying the land, 
plans, labour, materials, equipment, 
and furnishings. The community would 
have to own, oversee, and maintain the 
clinic. (Dr. Rogers agreed to continue 
his practice until a health centre could 
be built.)

Bishop Michael and Mary Coleman. 
Our Health Centre would 
officially be named in his honour 
when it opened in 1981. 
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The Lions Club still had to buy the land. 
In early 1980, three families offered 
to donate land and the Marler family’s 
parcel opposite the school was accepted. 
Work got under way immediately. 
Making good on their commitment 
to the government, almost everyone 
involved in the building project donated 
all/part of their services.
Looking back; looking forward

If Nep and Mary were alive today, would 
they recognize the building captured in 
the splendid aerial photograph on this 
month’s cover of The Pender Post? 
Maybe not.
Over 40 years, its footprint has grown 
to keep pace with the community’s 
changing health care needs. Various 
additions and renovations took place 
over the first 20 years. Then, in 2007-08 
the community raised over $700K for a 
major expansion. With matching funds 
from the CRD and Island Health, the 
building almost doubled in size. At age 
90, Mary Coleman must have been so 
proud. Having a baby in a rowboat was 
truly a thing of the past.

Today, at 40 years old, the building is 
moving into “middle age,” and things 
are wearing out. The pandemic added to 
an already full set of challenges related 
to aging infrastructure and a growing 
deficit. Then came the sudden loss of 
Board Chairman, Gary Steeves, who 
died in December 2020. As with Bishop 
Coleman’s dream, the Health Care 
Society is determined to honour the 
plans Gary set in motion to ensure the 
long-term viability of the Health Centre.
In reflecting on the struggles and 
successes of the concerned citizens who 
came before us, we trust that we, too, 
will have the wisdom and fortitude to 
set a successful course for the future. To 
all who have contributed in the past and 
today, we say “Thank you.”
Pender Island Health Care Society

Pender Post Past
June 1971

The Gestener pages from June 1971 
are very faded but I managed to 

glean some information from them.  
One major event was the introduction 

SGI Community Justice Program Presents Community Discussion #5:
This advertisement space below is provided by BuildingHealthyCommunities.ca.

of the new Business Directory Pages 
now known as the advertising pages.  
There were seven ads, some of which 
were Pender Island Nursery on Corbett 
Road, The Clock Shop for clock and 
watch repairs, and Peninsula Chimney 
Services.  You will also be glad to know 
that the School Board abandoned its 
plan to boat all school age children to 
Saltspring or Saturna for schooling, but 
the Grade 8s and over were still being 
considered.  People were being asked 
to write to Imperial Oil in Vancouver 
to complain about the number of times 
the gas tanks at the gas station were left 
empty and to demand a more reliable 
schedule of refills.  The sum of $2 was 
being requested as a donation toward 
the maintenance of the voluntary 
firefighting equipment.  Kent’s Store 
and Smith’s store would be collecting 
and recording the donations.  The Fall 
Fair was going ahead in August at the 
school building and the school grounds.  
The subscription rate for The Pender 
Post was $1 to offset postal costs...for 
the whole year.  Try that nowadays.
Val  Butcher
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Weather oBservations For aPril

                        Average Temperatures         Extreme Temperatures          Precipitation
                       Max   Min   Mean              High                Low
Magic Lake   16.3   6.3     11.3                 26.0 on 17th   1.5 on 10th       17.4
Normal           14.6   5.6     10.1                 27.5 in 2016  -1.0 in 2008     51.2 

In the April 2021 issue of The Pender 
Post, I said that we seldom have a dry 

April; the only exceptions were 9.6 mm 
in 1998, 11.5 mm in 2005 and 18.2 mm 
in 2016.  Following a drier than usual 
March this year, April 2021 started off 
very dry and in the first three weeks 
we had only had 4.2 mm of rain and 
no snow. The water level in the lake 
dropped a few inches and I thought we 
were heading for a record dry April, 
but in the last week of April some rain 
came; our total precipitation for the 
month was the third lowest for April 
in 34 years.  The weather was warm 
as well as dry and temperatures were 
slightly above average.  With a high of 
26.0 we came close to the record 27.5ºC 
that we experienced in 2016 or the 
26.5oC in 1998.  This fine warm weather 
was very pleasant and an early start to 
summer, but we need rain for the garden 
and more importantly to reduce the risk 
of fire.  April is the month when the 
grass grows, but not quite as much this 
year because of the lack of rain in March 
and April.  I was very pleased to see my 
mason bees hard at work on those recent 
hot days; I was concerned about them in 
the early part of the month.  Most of our 
migrating birds have returned except 
the barn swallow and the osprey.  The 
osprey may have given up on us because 
of the paucity of fish in Magic Lake.  
The BC Fish and Wildlife department 
will only restock a lake with fish if a 
sufficient number of local people buy 
enough fresh water fishing licences 
to pay for the restocking, but neither 
fishing nor licences are popular in this 
neighbourhood.  I don’t fish in the lake 
but I would like there to be more fish 
for the benefit of all the fish-eating 
birds.  The “and wildlife” part of this 
government department’s name might 
as well not be there.  At the end of April, 
the temperature of the lake water was 
17.0ºC which is still a bit too cold for 
swimming, but some hot days in May 
should warm it up.

You are reading this in June 2021 and 
the first month that I recorded weather 
statistics for Environment Canada was 
June 1987, so I am starting my 35th year 
as a voluntary observer.  I am one of about 
270 voluntary observers in BC and there 
are about 1300 of us in Canada.  Our 
observations help meteorologists see 
the full picture all over the country and 
especially if there is an extraordinary 
event in any particular area (not often on 
Pender Island).  I remember it was a very 
warm, dry June in 1987; precipitation 
was only 4.8 mm and there has not been 
a drier June since then. Temperatures 
were well above today’s average and 
we had a maximum temperature of 29 
which is not unusual for the summer 
months.  The Summer Solstice occurs 
on June 20 and that is considered to be 
the beginning of summer, but on Pender 
Island  summer begins much sooner.  
Summer Solstice is the day when the 
sun is as far north as it comes and after 
that, the days start to get shorter, and 
the nights get longer; this year it is also 
Father’s Day.  Precipitation in June is 
unpredictable and in the last 34 years it 
has varied from year to year, between 

2021 Legion Chili Cook Off Champions - El Faro Becky & Deryk Gooding

royal Canadian legion - BranCh 239 Continued

4.8 mm and 66 mm.  Even in the last 
three years it varied from 11.8 mm in 
2018 to 40.0 in 2020.
We are in the fire season now and a total 
ban on outside fires comes into effect on 
July 1 or sooner than that if the weather 
is really dry.  It is also a busy season 
for visitors, even with the COVID-19 
restrictions on travel.  “Essential travel” 
seems to be a very flexible phrase.  
Visitors are not always as aware as local 
residents of fire hazards and regulations 
so we have to help them when necessary.
There is no national holiday in June, but 
don’t forget Father’s Day.
Malcolm Armstrong 
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Recycling
Society

11

22 33
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health  & healing serviCes

3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC

MIEKE TRUIJEN

Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week

Evenings &
Home Visits

Doctor’s referral not required

Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics 
Osteoporosis

Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions

Call For an Appointment

Physiotherapy Clinic
RPT

250.629.9910 

www.miekephysio.com

numBers Puzzle mCa #7 By malColm armstrong

Rules and Tips

There are 29 squares with numbers in them and 
that helps to make this puzzle MCA # 7 (The 

Pender Post, June 2021) easy.  To complete the 
puzzle you must fill in the remaining 52 squares, but 
only one of each number 1 to 9 in each horizontal 
row, each vertical column and each block of nine 
squares.  There is more than one correct solution and 
you can tell if you have done it right by checking that 
your version complies with the rules set out above.  
Malcolm Armstrong

 

Did you Know?Did you Know?
It is still not too late to get a 

subscription for 2021.  
Please go to

 www.penderpost.org and click 
on “Purchase a Subscription.” 
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ContraCtors

Shorehaven 
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter

Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

General Contracting
Project Management

Site Preparation
Renovations

Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work
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ContraCtors

Quality service available
for all your plumbing

and gas needs

Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations

Journeyman
Licenced
Insured

30 Years Experience

Email
penderplumber@gmail.com

References gladly provided

Construction
Decks, Stairs, & 
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs

References Available
Worksafe Certified

Strong communication and organizational skills

Lance Mueller
778.676.0061

thebigdogservices@gmail.com

BIG DOG
S e r v i c e s

Professional Service...
Professional Results...

Let’s Gutter done!

James Constable
250.629.6222
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Be sure to look us up at
islandglasstek.com

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window   
 Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and 
 Frameless Stainless Steel  
 Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies   
 (Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and   
 Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

A DIVISION OF

• Chimney Inspections

• Chimney Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repair

9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

markftts@gmail.com

ContraCtors

Architectural Millwork
Custom Doors and 

Windows
Stairs and Handrail

Kitchens and Cabinets

Certified Duradek Vinyl Installations
Excell Aluminum Railing Installations

Rot Repair & Deck Reconstruction

Contact us for a free estimate

250-655-0666
gulfislandsdeck@gmail.com

DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS
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ContraCtors

Generator Service and Supply

alan@gentechpwr.com

250-999-7977

Booking for fall service now.

Make sure your generator 
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

-Certified Technician

-Generac Warranty Work

-Maintenance Packages

Tree Frog
 Spas

Registered
H2O Spa Dealer, 

and Warranty Repair

Mike Jamieson
  250-222-6453

jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation 
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ContraCtors

250.629.6690250.629.6690
piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Residential & Commercial Pick-upResidential & Commercial Pick-up
Organics and Discarded Materials

Medicine Beach Drop-offMedicine Beach Drop-off
7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk

Household discarded materials Household discarded materials (Three bag daily maximum)
(No construction waste, banned materials, or recycling)

Other ServicesOther Services
Bin Service • Demolitions • Chuck n’ Go” • Portable Toilets

Estate Clean-ups • Commercial Recycling
Hauling from Saanich and Victoria

Pender Island

           All New Rental Tools!
   Water grinder and concrete mix for making  
   your own concrete countertops. Come see
   us for ace.
   Also checkout our new Fein Multister
   Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.

         STORAGE
      WINDJAMMER SELF STORAGE

             NOW AVAILABLE
     

        Unheate d Clean an d Dry U nits   

          Sizes 8' X 9' and 8' X 12'

  Call Jeremy at 629-0019
          

                (Just remember 19)
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ContraCtors



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J u n e  2 0 2 1  -  5 0 t h 53 



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J u n e  2 0 2 1  -  5 0 t h54 

www.DocksideRealty.ca

Driftwood: 250-629-3383  *  Hope Bay: 250-629-3166  *  Sidney: 250-656-5062
Saturna: 250-539-2121  *  Galiano: 250-661-8583 * Campbell River: 250-203-3919

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

OFFER PENDING
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 LIS
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G

PRO U DLY  S O L D

MLS# 872207 - $449,000

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

PRO U DLY  S O L D

NE W LIS
T IN

G

PRO U DLY  S O L D

PRO U DLY  S O L D

PRO U DLY  S O L D

MLS# 872731 - *$449,000

MLS# 875710 - $649,900

MLS# 858474 - $749,900MLS# 869350 - *$649,900

MLS# 874775 - $635,000

MLS# 872810 - *$419,000

MLS# 866723 - $299,000

Moving to the Sidney or the 
Peninsula?

Our agents Emil, Gavin, and Tanja 
are working on Pender and in our 
Sidney office and would be pleased 
to help you make the transition, 
should you decide to sell your 
Pender home in this great Seller’s 
Market. MLS# 871623 - *$225,000

MLS# 873307 - *$599,000

PRO U DLY  S O L D

MLS# 872908 - $799,000
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 AL TRELFORD EMIL CHERVATIN JAIME MacLEAN SAM BOYTE TANJA LONERGAN
 250-629-3383 250-661-8583 604-505-9144 250-704-6226 250-507-2487 

23B 24B

Lot A Canal

4607 Sailor Esmt

8817 Canal 9904 Castle 4819 Cannon 9825 Canal

2320 Mackinnon 5569 Hooson

6621 Razor Pt3706 Capstan

8803 Canal

*Indicates the last MLS list price

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

Quarter Shares   •   Lots   •   Acreages

PRO U DLY  S O L D

MLS# 866836 - *$1,330,000 

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

MLS# 870450 • $88,000 • 1/4 share @ Currents
MLS# 871058 • $94,000 • 1/4 share @ Currents
MLS# 875876  • $149,900 • 0.37 ac. • South facing
MLS# 872679 •   *$160,000 • 0.42 ac. • SOLD
MLS# 874782 • $199,000 • 0.79 ac. • 2 access pts
MLS# 876027 • $199,900 • 0.52 ac. • South facing
MLS# 874545 • $249,900 • 2.00 ac. • park-like
MLS# 872856 • $320,000 • 0.60 ac. • cleared

 COLIN DENTON GAVIN LONERGAN SANDY MUNDY SHERRIE BOYTE  
 250-629-2210 778-977-2507 250-507-6546 250-217-0338

MLS# 876033 • $329,000 • 2.46 ac. • South facing
MLS# 830180 •   *$329,000 • 0.67 ac • SOLD
MLS# 869333  •   $399,000  •  3.58 ac. • ocean view
MLS# 875516 • $449,000 • 1.12ac. • ocean front
MLS# 874547 • $449,900 • 5.78 ac. • ocean view
MLS# 845747 • *$449,900 • 1.48 ac. • SOLD
MLS# 869494 • *$499,000 • 3.53 ac. • SOLD
MLS# 874734 • $599,000 • 1.13 ac. • ocean front

MLS# 873744 - $1,450,000 MLS# 873360 - $1,450,000
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PRO U DLY
 S O L D

PRO U DLY
 S O L D
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4730 Captains

27116 Schooner

Lot 8 Gowlland
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Serving Pender Island for 25 yearsServing Pender Island for 25 years

Pender Island Health CentrePender Island Health Centre
5715 Canal Road5715 Canal Road

Monday, Thursday, and Friday Monday, Thursday, and Friday 
11 am - 5 pm11 am - 5 pm
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Contract Opportunity
South Pender Island Local Trust

Committee Minute Taker

The Islands Trust has a contract opportunity for a minute taker on South Pender Island.
The successful contractor will be positive, professional, efficient, and detail oriented with strong listening 
and communication skills. A good working knowledge of computers and MS Word is required along with 
reasonably good typing skills.
Preference will be given to applicants who are residents of the Island and have previous administrative 
and minute taking experience. Applicants must supply and maintain their own computer and internet 
connection. The successful contractor will be expected to produce minutes from Local Trust Committee 
Meetings on a Windows computer, laptop, or tablet and submit the product as a Microsoft Word document. 
The hourly rate for recording and producing minutes is $24.60. Responsibilities may also include posting 
and delivery of notices upon request; the hourly rate for this part of the duties is $19.50. Subject to Local 
Trust Committee approval this position would also be appointed as the Secretary to the South Pender Island 
Advisory Planning Commission.
Applicants can review the terms of our standard minute taking contract at      
https://islandstrust.bc.ca/whats-happening/bid-opportunities/.        
For more information please contact Jas Chonk at 1-250-405-5164.
To apply, email your resume and cover letter to: jchonk@islandstrust.bc.ca.
Applications will be received until June 30, 2021, at 4:30 pm.

SOUTH PENDER ISLAND
LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE

Visit our web site at: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/
E-mail: southinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT
The South Pender Island Local Trust Committee (LTC) is accepting one more expression of interest for a 
volunteer Advisory Planning Commission position.
We are seeking eligible voters that have the interest and ability to advise the LTC on a wide range of 
important land use and community planning, development and sustainability matters.
Successful applicant will be appointed by the South Pender Island Local Trust Committee and is expected 
to meet one evening per month. The term for this position is approximately 3 years.
If you are interested in helping us plan our community’s future, please submit a letter of interest and your 
resume before 4:30 pm Friday, June 25, 2021.
Submit your interest to:
Jas Chonk
Islands Trust,   Phone: 250.405.5164
Suite 200 - 1627 Fort Street   Fax: 250.405.5151
Victoria, B.C. V8R 1H8   Email: jchonk@islandstrust.bc.ca
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The Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road - 250-629-3441

June Dinners
  4 Gail Forsyth’s Salmon Wellington - $25
  11   BBQ Burgers - only $12
  18 BBQ Burgers
  25 BBQ Burgers

Take-Out or Patio Seating
For Updates on Dinners, Events, and Activities

 Please see our website www.penderislandrcl239.com

Happy Father’s Day
Thank you for supporting your Legion!
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