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Cover Photo

This month’s cover photo comes to us 
from Urs Boxler.  To read all about 

the cover story, go to page 50 or to our 
website www.penderpost.org.

Pender Post notes

Your Subscription

If you bought this issue instead of 
receiving it in your mailbox as usual, 

your subscription to The Pender Post for 
2019 has expired.  You will not receive a 
January issue, but it is not too late to get a 
subscription from February to December 
2020.  For our Pender Island readers, 
the print subscription for 11 months is 
now $22.  Regular print subscriptions 
within Canada for 11 months is now 
$27.   For the United States and overseas 
delivery, please contact Dianne Allison 
at subscriptions@penderpost.org for 
delivery options. 
For the upcoming subscription year, we 
have introduced an online subscription 
for $20.  Subscribers will be given a 
password to access the Post from the 
guest button on our web site www.
penderpost.org
We have three methods available for 
you to pay for your subscription to 
The Pender Post.  We have etransfer, 
cheque, and PayPal on our website.  
Please fill out the application on page 65 
of this issue or from our website www.
penderpost.org.  If paying by cheque, 
please make your cheque payable to 
The Pender Post Society and leave it in 
The Pender Post box at the Dockside 
Realty office, or mail it to Pender Post 

Subscriptions, attention Dianne Allison, 
PO Box 4, Pender Island, BC, V0N 
2M0. If paying by eTransfer send to 
subscriptions@penderpost.org.  PayPal 
payments can be accessed from our 
website penderpost.org.
Thanks to all those who have already 
subscribed.  

Word Search Puzzle

I would like to welcome Cedar 
Lopatecki as our new Word Search 

Puzzle creator.  See page 51 for the new 
puzzle. Thank you Cedar.

Off-Island Advertising

We’re modifying our advertising 
policy to start the new year.

Off-Island advertisers seem to be more 
interested in us these days, likely 
because our advertising rates are so low.
We now are accepting off-Island 
advertising much the same as we accept 
local. But the primary difference is off-
Islanders will pay 25 per cent more for 
their ads.  See our 2020 Advertising 
Guidelines on page 64.
And should we ever expand and near 
our maximum allowable pages to 
receive our Canada Post rate, the first 
advertisers to be turned away will be 
off-Island.  Our primary focus is Pender 
Island businesses and will stay that way.

sPeCial notiCes

CBC4Kids

Pender Islands’ 7th Annual CBC4Kids. 
Come on, get outside - it’s time for 

our islands’ Christmas Bird Count for 
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January Movies
Doors open 1 hour before movies start.  

Full restaurant and bar menu 
available.

Tickets $5.00

buy tickets online, sign up for our monthly 
newsletter @ www.thekrakentheatre.com

3rd
Friday
7:30

17th
Friday 
7:30

24th
Friday 
7:00

31st
Friday 
7:30

10th
Friday 
7:30

Ad Astra
The answers we seek are 
just outside our reach.

Joker
Put on a happy face.

The Lighthouse

There is enchantment in the 
light.

Special event
David Ohnona’s 

Picked (7:00)

when a song stays with 
you

Zombieland: Double Tap
When you love something, you 
shoot it in the face... So it 
doesn't become a ßesh eating 
monster.

Judy(7:15)

Judy Garland: the legend 
behind the rainbow.

followed by

Kids on Saturday, January 4. This is a 
free family event during which small 
groups of children are paired with 
birding mentors. Then the groups scatter 
to find, identify, and count the wild birds 
in our naturehood. Anything feathered 
and flying, perched or swimming, 
counts. Once we regather, our bird lists 
are tallied together and we have a good 
quack about what we’ve seen. All data 
collected is submitted to Birds Canada, 
contributing to the longest-running 
Citizen Science effort in North America. 
To join us, simply register your family 
with your child(ren)’s name(s) and 
age(s) to penderislandcbc4kids@

gmail.com (to help us make sure there 
is enough hot chocolate and snacks for 
all). See you in island winter-wear at 9 
am, just outside Slow Coast Coffee...
with any duck, it is sure to be fun!
J i l l  I l s ley  and  Ju l ie  Johns ton , 
Pender  I s land  coordinators

Ecumenical Service and 
Luncheon

As we gather to pray for the unity of 
Christians, we are reminded of the 

importance of the need for “unusual 
kindness” in the dialogue that leads to 
growth in unity. We do this in a world 
where separation and division hinder 
the quest for Christian unity. In 2020, 
we are being called to show unusual 
kindness towards one another. 
As members of the Christian community 
on Pender Island, we join in prayer and 
celebration on Sunday, January 12 at the 
Hope Bay Bible Camp.  The service will 
begin at 11 am and will be followed by 
a luncheon. People are asked to bring 
either a donation of non-perishable 
food or money (cash or cheque); these 
will be given to our local food bank. 
All members of the community are 
welcome to join us.
Dianne  Wi lson

Pender Island   
Reconciliation Circle
T-shirt finale!

Reconciliation Circle member Monica 
Petrie delivered a cheque for $3,550 

- the proceeds from our S,DA’YES 
T-shirt project - to Mavis Underwood. 
This donation goes toward legal fees for 
the Tsawout First Nation’s claim to have 
ȽEL,TOS (James Island), part of their 
traditional territory, returned to them.  
Mavis thanks us all for this “wonderful 
boost” to their fundraising campaign.
Citizen Artist News

Most of you (I hope) will have received 
copies of the latest “Citizen Artist News” 
- on W̱SÁNEĆ Law, Cosmological 
stories and Kinship vs. the notion of 
‘resources,’ created by Fawn Daphne 
Plessner.
The newspaper sets out to examine 
core colonial assumptions about 
‘resources’ through the lens of 

W̱SÁNEĆ perspectives and values. The 
fundamental task of the newspaper is to 
provide a platform for examining how 
to ‘live’ with other beings on the island 
and to come to see, through W̱SÁNEĆ 
knowledge and culture, that humans and 
non-human beings are deeply related - 
indeed, can be understood as ‘kin’. The 
key aim is to grow awareness about 
how non-human beings are ‘members’ 
of this community - a central maxim 
within W̱SÁNEĆ culture and Law. 
The newspaper is illustrated with 
Doug LaFortune’s drawings. He is the 
artist who created the design for our 
S,DA’YES T-shirts.
Copies of the newspaper are currently 
in circulation through the W̱SÁNEĆ 
school board, Tsawout Band Office, 
UVIC’s People’s House and the Pender 
Island Tru Value newsstand. Copies 
have also been sent to various members 
of the Legislature, the Mayor’s office 
in Victoria, and of course, the Island’s 
Trust and the CRD offices.
January Meeting

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
Anglican Parish Hall, 4 - 6 pm.

We will be viewing the film Finding 
Dawn, directed and produced by 
Christine Welsh.  This is a compelling 
documentary that puts a human face 
on a national tragedy – the epidemic of 
missing or murdered Indigenous women 
in Canada. The film takes a journey 
into the heart of Indigenous women’s 
experience, from Vancouver’s skid row, 
down the Highway of Tears in northern 
BC, and on to Saskatoon, where the 
murders and disappearances of these 
women remain unsolved. This film won 
a Gold Audience Award at the 2006 
Amnesty International Film Festival. 
Christine Welsh is a Métis filmmaker 
born and raised in Regina. She has 
produced, written, and directed films 
for more than 30 years. Other film 
credits include: Women in the Shadows, 
Keepers of the Fire, Kuper Island: 
Return to the Healing Circle and The 
Story of the Coast Salish Knitters.  She 
worked as an associate professor at 
the University of Victoria where she 
taught courses in indigenous women’s 
studies and indigenous cinema, retiring 
in 2017. Welsh was the first indigenous 
faculty member in Humanities at the 
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Pender Island Junior Sailing Association

AGM
10 am

January 19, 2020
Community Hall Lounge

All interested people invited

University. She is now a resident of 
Saltspring Island.
Please join us to view the film and to 
share your reactions with the Circle.
Susan Parr

Gulf Islands   
Climate Action Project
Gets Green Light

On December 6, 2019 the Real Estate 
Foundation of BC announced a 

$68,000 climate action grant to support 
a climate action education initiative for 
the Southern Gulf Islands. The Islands 
Trust (IT), the Capital Regional District 
(CRD) and the W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership 
Council have all declared a climate 
emergency for these Islands.
The islands and the surrounding waters 
are particularly vulnerable to the impacts 
of climate change including drought 
impacting food production, seasonal 
water shortage and wildfire risk, along 
with shoreline erosion from sea level 
rise and coastal storm surges that cause 
disruptive power outages.
The Foundation grant provides 
substantial support for the ṮEṮÁĆES 
Climate Action Project, a new education 
initiative that will identify and promote 
climate action strategies to respond 
to the climate emergency now facing 
the Southern Gulf Islands. Three five-
day (30 hour) intensive climate action 
courses will be offered at Poets Cove 
Resort & Spa in February-March 2020.
Indigenous perspectives on eco-cultural 
revitalization (February 10-14)
Youth Leadership for climate action in 
the Southern Gulf Islands (March 2-6)

Climate change in the Salish Sea 
archipelago  (February 17-21)
The project is coordinated by the 
Southern Gulf Islands Community 
Resource Centre (SGICRC) in 
cooperation with the W̱SÁNEĆ 
Leadership Council and the W̱SÁNEĆ 
School Board.  It brings a unique and 
innovative approach to climate action 
education combining current climate 
science with W̱SÁNEĆ Traditional 
Knowledge to provide a holistic 
perspective to climate action education.
The Southern Gulf Islands are an 
integral part of the traditional homeland 
of the W̱SÁNEĆ people. ṮEṮÁĆES, 
the W̱SÁNEĆ name for the Southern 
Gulf Islands, refers back to the creation 
story for the islands and the reciprocal 
stewardship role that W̱SÁNEĆ 
traditional law requires.  As Tsawout 
First Nations Chief Dr. Nick Claxton 
points out:
“The SENĆOŦEN word for these 
Islands, ṮEṮÁĆES, translates as 
‘Relatives of the Deep’ reflecting our 
creation story for the Islands. The 
Islands, our relatives, have provided a 
way of life for our people for thousands 
of years and W̱SÁNEĆ law creates a 
reciprocal relationship of care between 
W̱SÁNEĆ and ṮEṮÁĆES.”
The Real Estate Foundation grant 
provides funding to support W̱SÁNEĆ 
participation in each of the three courses 
in recognition of their obligation to 
care for these islands.  The grant also 
provides sponsorship for Gulf Island 
youth and young adults to participate 
in the Youth Leadership for Climate 
Action course in early March.  
  

For more information about the 
ṮEṮÁĆES Climate Action Project visit 
the Community Resources website at 
https://www.sgicommunityresources.
ca/climate-action-project/.  Details for 
course registration for Gulf Islanders are 
also available on the website.
For any questions on this 
project contact:

Paul Petrie  SGI CRC project co-
coordinator at pmpetrie@shaw.ca, 
250-589-5436, Tye Swallow W̱SÁNEĆ 
project co-coordinator at tye@saec.ca, 
250-652-2313.  Please see page 48 for 
more information on this topic and page 
66 for the display ad.
Paul  Petr ie

ZOO-isLANDER
Leaps into 2020!

Hello fans and the uninitiated! 
Pender Islands’ creative, zany, 

fashion show ZOO-isLANDER is on 
again, presented by Three on the Tree 
Production Society. Take a leap with us 
across fashion thresholds, explore new 
worlds, and old ones too. Expect the 
unexpected!
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Inspired�Education

A�learning�environment�for�young�people

Port�Washington�Montessori�Children’s�House

in�a�Licensed�Facility�with�an�accredited�Montessori�Educator

for�children�6�mos�–�12�years�•�flexible�hours�5�days�a�week

Anne�Davis 250-629-6114BFA,�ECE,�SNE,�AMS

infant/toddler,�preschool,�out-of-school,�home�school�support

morning and afternoon

b r e at h E    s t r e t c h     b e  s t i l l     r e l a x     p l ay     J O Y     s t r e n g t h     at t e n t i o n     b a l a n c e     c a l m     a w a r e n e s s     B R E AT H E .  

stretch    be still    relax    play    CALM
   strength  

b r e at h E     s t r e t c h     b e  s t i l l     r e l a x     p l ay     J O Y     s t r e n g t h     at t e n t i o n     b a l a n c e     c a l m     a w a r e n e s s     B R E AT H E  .  
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yoganestpender.ca

yoga classes
morning and afternoon

all levels welcome 

Ph. 250.629.0051
To book a class or for more information:

in small Groups

2020 is a leap year and what perfect 
date for the 4th annual ZOO-isLANDER 
Fashion Show?! What marvels will 
emerge out of the mist and foam at 
the hall February 29 to fill the runway 
and, who knew they could become 
completely made over?

Winter is here and currently designers 
are stitching, gluing, ripping, weaving, 
clipping and all manner of actions to 
assemble new extraordinary outfits for 
our enjoyment.
Really funny Riel Hahn is back as 
MC, to bust our seams with her wit 
and charm. Cash bar will be hosted by 
Gary Goodman, videography by Kenta 
Kikuchi and more details are developing 
daily. Stay tuned @zooislander.
Ticketholders - make the most of 
the evening by dressing up, down, 
or sideways. All stripes and colours 
welcome! See you February 29 at the 
hall. Tickets will be on sale in late 
January.
Madel in  Emery

Santa’s Sac

The elves on Pender Island were 
once again so busy and generous 

this year in support of the 2nd Annual 
Elf Tree Project for Santa’s Sac. Over 
150 beautiful gifts and gift cards 
were purchased and donated so that 
Christmas was merrier and brighter for 

many children on the islands. This year 
because Santa had some extra funds, we 
were able to purchase new pajamas for 
all the children too.  Volunteers wrapped 
hamper boxes, sorted gifts, assembled 
hampers and seniors packages, delivered 
them around the community and visited 
with seniors. This year we provided food 
hampers or food cards to 27 families, 17 
couples, 33 singles, and gifts and visits 
to 20 seniors. Santa had toys and gifts 
for 56 children. Thank you so much to 
all who helped make this a very special 
year for so many on the islands.
Many thanks also to those who donated 
funds and your 1% on the spirit 
board. Special thanks to our amazing 
business community, service clubs, 
and organizations for their continual 
support and donations - Pender Island 
Pharmacy, Petals & Paws, Jo’s Place, 
Tru Value Foods, Dockside Realty, 
Raevin Equipment, Pender Chocolates, 
Southridge Country Store, George 
and Kelly Leroux, Lions Club, Legion 
Branch 239, Nu-To-Yu, Pender Island 
Yacht Club, Pender Island Fire Rescue.
Finally, our heartfelt thanks to Barb 
MacPherson, who has been the head elf 
for Santa’s Sac for many years, always 
with love and cheer in her heart. Santa is 
going to let her put her feet up under the 
tree more often now…but we doubt she 
will ever truly retire.
Santa and all his elves wish you a very 
happy Christmas and holiday season 
and peaceful New Year.
Terry  Shepherd
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Minor Repairs / Small Projects / Tiling / Flooring
Carpentry / Painting / Fencing / Window Cleaning

Pressure Washing
Great Rates!

Phone: 250-889-6351  •  Email: kkzm15012@gmail.com
Pender Island, BC

Handyman Services

From our MLA

Species at risk, no 
closer to stand-

alone legislation
Living around the 
Salish Sea, we are all 
too familiar with the 

plight of the Southern Resident Killer 
Whales. We remember Tahlequah, the 
orca who carried her dead calf for nearly 
three weeks in August 2018. It sent a 
message that captured global attention.
The W̱SÁNEĆ people have a very 
close relationship with the orca whales. 
They have fished the waters of the 
Georgia Strait alongside one another 
for generations. Now these magnificent 
creatures are at risk of extinction and 
both the Canadian and U.S. governments 
have listed them as endangered. 
The orca is just one of more than 1800 
species at risk of extinction in British 
Columbia. While our province is the 
most bio-diverse in the country, we are 
only one of three provinces that does not 
have species at risk legislation.
Unfortunately, as we near the end of 
2019, we are no closer to stand-alone 
legislation to protect the endangered 
species in the province. While the BC 
NDP government made the commitment 
to legislate protections for the most 
vulnerable species after the 2017 
election, earlier this spring they began 
backtracking. First, they announced 
they were pushing it to 2020 but now it 
is off the table with no clear timeline for 
introduction.
The B.C. Green Caucus believe 
that government needs to make 
comprehensive, evidence-based laws 
that protect species at risk of extinction. 
The evidence is overwhelming, time 
is running out, and unfortunately the 
BC NDP government has lacked the 
urgency necessary to provide the much-
needed protection.
In Question Period recently, I asked 
the Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and Rural 
Development whether his government 
intends on expanding the wolf cull in 
British Columbia. Many caribou herds 
in our province are nearing extinction. 
Wolves are the predator of caribou. 

However, human intervention on the 
landscape, primarily through rapacious 
over-harvesting of forest lands, road-
building, and oil and gas exploration, 
has altered the landscape and created 
predator highways to give wolves access 
to caribou they never previously had.
There is evidence that culling wolves 
can relieve the pressure on the caribou 
for the short-term. Over the medium and 
long-term, however, I do not think it’s 
an effective solution because you have 
to keep killing wolves until they are all 
gone. In his response to me, the Minister 
put the blame solely on the predator 
and did not take any responsibility for 
the alterations to the landscape by his 
Ministry that created this problem in 
the first place. Instead of restricting our 
activities, the province’s plan is to shoot 
wolves.
Same goes for the question my colleague 
Sonia Furstenau asked the following 
day. She queried the same Minister on 
the endangered white bark pine tree. 
Despite its listing as endangered by 
the federal government, and with more 
than 40% of the global population in 

British Columbia, our province has 
logged 19,000 cubic metres of the 
species. Again the Minister deflected. In 
response to Sonia’s supplemental about 
endangered species legislation, the 
Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy pointed to a process to 
develop legislation that simply does not 
exist.
British Columbians are seeing the result 
in real time with habitat degradation and 
the collapse of ecosystems. It’s true that 
the BC NDP inherited a mess. That is 
precisely why they are the government, 
because in 2017 things were a 
mess. Unfortunately, with respect to 
endangered species they are knowingly 
perpetuating the mess.
We must do everything we can to 
preserve biodiversity. Our children and 
grandchildren deserve our best effort 
and, unfortunately on this front, they are 
getting far less.
Adam Olsen ,  MLA Saanich 
Nor th  and  the  I s lands 
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Western
F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

in aPPreCiation

Special People
On December 1, the Legion invited what 
they call “Special People” to a lovely 
afternoon of good food, entertainment, 
and fun.  We thank them, and feel they 
are the Special People.  
Diane  Riede l

remembering

Ian Robert Gordon  
25 April, 1932 – 29 November, 2019

Ian Gordon of 8936 Gowlland Point 
Road, South Pender, died peacefully at 

North Shore Hospice, North Vancouver.  
Survived by children Ian Gordon of 
Merritt BC, Sandra Caulder of North 
Vancouver, and Audrey Shields of West 
Vancouver.  Special thanks to North 
Shore Hospice, Dr. Peter Edmunds, 
and many kind nurses. We also wish 
to acknowledge the staff of St. Paul’s 
Hospital nephrology (kidney clinic) 
for their many years of excellent care.  
Ian may be remembered as one of the 

‘brothers’ at Gordon Bros./ Gordon 
Import Autos (British Leyland Motor 
Corp.) at 10th and Alma in Vancouver.  
After retirement, he enjoyed many years 
on South Pender Island.
Audrey  Shie lds ,  778-388-0224

Greg Linnen

It has been four years now since Greg 
was taken from us way too early. You 

are dearly missed every day by all of 
your family and so many friends.
Jane  Linnen

Gerald Paré
1922-2019

Gerry was one of those people that 
everyone knew. He lit a room up 

when he walked in, telling stories and 
jokes that could bring people together. 
My great-grandfather was caring, 
devoted, and one of the most loving men 
I’d ever encountered, and I think I speak 
for many people when I say that. He 
lived life with as much passion as one 
could, and any day spent above ground 
was a perfect day in his mind. From a 
pipe liner, to a taxi driver, to an animal 
control officer, Gerry did almost every 
job in the book, and loved each one of 
them; he took every opportunity to learn 
a new skill. When I was a little girl, and 
I’d come all the way from Edmonton 
to visit him and my sweet great 
grandmother, my fondest memories 
involved him. He’d play tricks on us, 
convince us he was a magician, and 
every time I went to see him he never 
forgot to give me one little rose to dry 
in my diary. Everyone in the family 
considered him their best friend, and we 
all knew that we could always call him 
when we were feeling down, because he 
could always cheer us up. The people of 
Pender Island called him “King of the 
Hill,” as he lived in his same cottage 
for nearly 50 years on Sailor Road. 
The same cottage that boasted family 
and friends for warm meals and even 
warmer welcomes.
It has become difficult, as we no longer 
have our cheerful grandpa to call when 
things get tough, or when we need to 
hear a joke or a funny story. But one 
thing we all know, is that the King of 
the Hill gets to be with the Queen of the 
Hill once more, and we know that he is 
at peace.
Going back to Pender without my 
grandpa will be difficult the first time 
around, but we know that this little 
island was his favorite place on earth, so 
we must carry that on.
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Marlene Jeronimus
marlenejeronimus@icloud.com

Give your Pet
 the Salon experience

604-716-3144

PET GROOMING STUDIOS

When you think of the life he lived, born 
in 1922 in a small village in Quebec, you 
realize he lived through wars, the Great 
Depression, the first cars, airplanes, 
TVs, radios, and quite literally was 
around before the invention of sliced 
bread. Ninety-seven years my grandpa 
lived, and not one single moment of his 
life was taken for granted. A man who 
loved all things, took care of everyone 
he could, and took our whole little world 
by storm.
I will forever miss my Great-Grandpa, 
but knowing how fruitful his life was, 
that brought him many gifts, I feel 
grateful knowing he is for once and for 
all at peace.
Sadie Thompson, Great-Grand-
daughter of Vera and Gerald Paré

Carol Davis Remembers Gerry

In 2003, when I purchased my 
permanent home on Pender, I had the 

good fortune of becoming the next door 
neighbour of Gerry and Vera Paré.  They 
welcomed me warmly and generously, 
as they have all new arrivals to the 
neighbourhood, and they soon became 
my “Pender Parents.”   Vera passed 
away several years ago, and remarkably, 
Gerry was able to remain at home well 
into his 90s.
Gerry was lovingly referred to as 
“Captain of the Neighbourhood.”  He 
roamed the street, checking in on 
everyone and taking great interest in our 
home and yard projects, usually with his 
trusty dog, Duke, by his side.  He was 
not shy about offering suggestions, even 
if his suggestion was that you should 
probably have hired a professional to do 
the job!  Gerry had worked many years 
as a logger, and the biggest compliment 

he ever gave me was  “Holy, woman - 
you sure know how to handle an axe!”  
Of course, there were times before and 
after when he gave me tutorials on just 
that. Gerry often feigned a gruff exterior, 
but was a big teddy bear with a heart of 
gold.
He was often at the Driftwood with 
Duke, visiting with his buddies, or 
playing bridge with Vera and their 
friends.  Gerry was a great storyteller 
who could keep us spellbound for 
hours listening to these remarkable 
and hilarious stories.  He never lost his 
ability to do that.  It was a gift.
Last September, Gerry moved to Sidney 
where he lived at Shoal Centre.  He had 
not been too excited about this, but he 
knew it was time.  We all knew he would 
do well there because of his very social 
nature, and as expected, he quickly 
made friends with everyone there.  He 
loved it when his Pender friends would 
come for a visit, and he would proudly 
introduce us to all of his new friends at 
Shoal.
He passed away on November 1, at over 
97 years old.  The last time I visited 
him was shortly before his death, and 
although his health had been failing, his 
mind and wit were as sharp as ever. It 
was a great visit, as were all visits with 
Gerry.  It was a privilege to have been 
his neighbour and his friend.  He was 
deeply loved and will be deeply missed.
Carol  Davis
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the arts

Pender Island Art Society

Happy New Year, 
and “Cheers!” to 

everyone! November 
was a very busy 
month for our group 

and there were events and activities I 
couldn’t write about for the December 
Pender Post as the submission deadline 
had passed by the time all our activities 
- most notably the Le Petit Salon Art 
Show - wrapped up.
Le Petit Salon Art Show was held at the 
Community Hall the last weekend in 
November starting with the reception 
Friday evening. That night was very 
busy and we had lots of traffic through 
the show. Based on our simple tally 
method, we had over 380 visitors during 
the weekend with excess of 150 people 
out for the reception on Friday night. 
Sales were strong, and of course we had 
the grant from the CRD to help out with 
finances. It’s always good to be “in the 
black” at the end of a show weekend! 
Peter Paré chaired the show committee 

that also included Sharron Cuthbertson, 
Chris Jensen, and Sarah Gayle; I can’t 
thank them enough, as putting on a 
show is a huge undertaking and they 
did a fabulous job. Now there’s a break 
from shows till the May long weekend, 
I’m sure they’re grateful - well, we’re 
all probably grateful. At any rate, thanks 
to all exhibitors and members helping to 
make Le Petit Salon such a successful 
show and everyone who helped 
out. (Many spouses were “Russian 

Volunteers.”) Special thanks as well to 
the CRD for selecting us to receive an 
Arts and Culture grant to help with the 
costs, as running an art show is a very 
expensive endeavour.
Ron Underhill was kind enough to share 
his experiences with working on travel 
journals on December 2. As always 
Ron was very organized and sent out 
a great write up prior to the session 
which included a lesson plan basically, 
with timing, things he would cover, and 
lots of great tips including suggestions 
for very workable limited palettes that 
he’s successfully used when doing his 
journals. Values were discussed during 
the session and as Ron always says, 
“Colour gets the glory, but Value does 
the work!” If you’ve ever looked at one 
of your pieces and wondered why it 
looks, well, “meh,” it could be there’s 
not enough diversity in the values, and 
that has definitely happened to me. Even 
though I was away I still found the notes 
and tips very useful in his write up; 
thanks to Ron for his thoroughness and 

Art i s t s ’ Recept ion ,  “Le  Pet i t  Sa lon” photo  by  Sarah  Gayle
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professionalism.
January Sessions

In January we’ll start off with Malcolm 
Armstrong leading his popular session 
on copying a master. He sent me these 
notes a little while ago:
For our session on Copying the Masters, 
please bring along an image of a 
painting you would like to copy.  The 
term “master” is open to discretion, but 
he or she should be a well-known artist 
whose work you admire.  You may like 
all of that artist’s work or possibly one 
painting in particular.  The idea is to 
produce a copy as close to the original as 
possible, including reproduction of the 
colours.  If you have already started your 
copy, please bring along your unfinished 
work.  If you have a completed work 
please bring that too and also the 
image that you worked from.  Copies 
of “masters” in books and on-line vary 
surprisingly, so take care when choosing 
a reproduction to copy.  You may also 
bring paints and paper or canvas so that 
you can work on your copy on January 
6.  Your copy should preferably be in the 
same medium as the original, but acrylic 
is a suitable alternative to oils for this 
exercise.  You will all be asked to talk 
about your choice of “master..”  The 
finished works will have an opportunity 
to be exhibited in our summer/spring 
show in 2020.
Also in January, Kim Van Steenbergen 
will do a session on January 20 with 
alcohol inks. As they are a specialty item 
most of us wouldn’t have in our supplies, 
Kim will bring needed materials for 
us and we’ll all chip in a $5 materials 
fee so that she isn’t out of pocket. Her 
alcohol ink pieces have proved to be 

quite popular at the last couple of shows 
and I’m keen to see her technique.
Brenda S ledz insk i ,  Secre tary 

Pender Island   
Celtic Music Society

Once the Highland-
ers have done 

their part in support 
of the January 1 Polar 
Bear Swim, they will 
turn their attention 

to preparing in earnest for the Annual 
Burns Dinner and Celebration, a trib-
ute to Scotland’s greatest poet. As has 
become a tradition, both the Pipe Band 
and the Ceilidh Band will provide en-
tertainment before, during, and after the 
formal parts of the program.
These formalities include the Piping in 
the Haggis procession led by piper Sue 
Foote, Address to the Haggis (Heath 
Lansdowne), the Selkirk Grace (Helen 
Allison), The Immortal Memory of 
Robbie Burns (Malcolm Armstrong), a 
Toast to the Lassies (Austin Davies) and 
a Toast to the Laddies (Leah Davies). 
Maggie Macdonald will be our Master 
of Ceremonies and has again generously 
agreed to lead Scottish country dancing.
This year, the Ceilidh Band has taken an 
unconventional approach to preparing 
a program. Our leader, Alan Morrish, 
asked each band member to submit three 
ideas for tunes and the subsequent list 
was submitted for a show of hands vote. 
We are pleased with the result and hope 
you will be, too. Our choices include 
several new pieces representing a broad 
range, from the deeply contemplative 
Dark Isle to a trilogy of jigs and reels 
culminating in the toe-tapping Paddy’s 

Leather Breeches.
Although we did not set out to prepare a 
program based on a theme, it is difficult 
to compile a set of Burns compositions 
that doesn’t speak of love.
My Love is like a Red, Red Rose (1794) 
is an ode to the eternal commitment 
of love, “And I will love thee still, my 
dear, till all the seas gang dry.” Burns 
wrote Ye Banks and Braes in 1791 
and the lyrics were later set to an air 
called The Caledonian Hunt’s Delight. 
Although the lyrics won’t be sung, the 
haunting melody is sure to stir feelings 
of compassion for Peggy Kennedy, 
whose story of unrequited love inspired 
Burns. Sweet Afton, also written in 
1791, was set to music by Jonathan E. 
Spilman in 1837 under the present title, 
Flow Gently Sweet Afton. Its gentle, 
soothing rhythm captures the author’s 
loving sentiments as he admonishes 
nature to respect his maiden’s sleep, by 
the murmuring stream.
Burns’ poetry speaks to all of us and 
is still moving and vibrant today. It 
warrants being celebrated every year. 
This year, the Gala will be held at 
the Community Hall on Saturday, 
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January 25, Burns’ birthday. Tickets are 
available at Talisman Books & Gallery. 
The Pender Highlanders sincerely hope 
that you will enjoy this celebration. We 
thank you for joining in and for your 
generous support. See ad on page 65.
Marie  Dion

Pender Island   
Community Choir

The annual Fall choir session 
culminated December 13-15 with 

the three Winter Glow concerts featuring 
the Adult Community Choir, the Youth 
Choirs, and the Pender Young Violins. 
The wonderful program blended 
winter music, Christmas carols, gospel, 
African, and pop classics, resulting 
in a fabulous celebration of life and 
community. Many, many thanks to the 
three directors/teachers: Steph Jackson, 
Sabrina Werbowski, and Denny Goertz, 
who spend so many hours preparing, 
teaching, and coaching us to final 
concert readiness - your hard work is 
so appreciated by us all.  Also, a huge 
thanks to all the volunteers, technicians, 
and musicians who contributed to the 
concert production and hall decorating 
- we couldn’t have done it without you!
Registration for the Spring session will 
be on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6 pm 
at the Community Hall. New members 
are always welcome - no previous 
experience in choral singing or music 
required. Come have fun, learn, and sing 
with friends! Youth Choir registration is 
on Tuesday, January 14, Youth 1(under 
18) 5:30 pm - 6:15 pm; Youth 2 (under 
18) Performance Choir 5:30 pm - 7:30 
pm at the Anglican Parish Hall.
  

Thank you Penderites for your support 
of the Community Choirs - this year was 
our largest revenue from ticket sales, 
which helps so much to keep us all 
singing! We hope you will join us again 
in May 2020.
From the Choir Board - our best wishes 
for a peaceful and joyous holiday season 
and new year.
Terry  Shepherd ,  Communica-
t ions  L ia ison

Pender Island   
Concert Society

We hope everyone had a wonderful 
Holiday Season and is looking 

forward to a New Year filled with the 
joy of family, friends and, of course, 
music!  Many of the artists that we have 
had the pleasure of presenting excel both 
on the world stage and in prestigious 
competitions.  We were delighted to 
receive the following update from the 
agent of Bryan and Silvie Cheng, who 
performed together on Pender Island 
last season as the Cheng2 Duo.  “Agence 
Station Bleue congratulates Bryan 
Cheng on winning First Prize in the 
Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal 
competition, the most important 
performance competition in Canada.  
We salute his magnificent rendition of 
Dvořák’s Cello Concerto in the final 
held on Saturday, November 30 at the 
Maison Symphonique.  We would 
also like to commend the sumptuous 
accompaniment of pianist Silvie Cheng, 
whose brilliant playing gave wings 
to her brother Bryan throughout the 
competition.  In addition to this First 
Prize, Bryan received two more prizes: 
Best Performance of a Canadian Work 

as well as the Schulich School of Music 
Award.”
We are so fortunate to be able to engage 
such outstanding Canadian musicians 
to perform on Pender Island and we 
are looking forward to the final two 
performances of the 2019/2020 concert 
season.
The Bergmann Piano Duo

Musicians with keyboard skills of the 
first order and impeccable musicianship, 
Elizabeth and Marcel’s extensive 
repertoire ranges from baroque to the 
contemporary and incorporate numerous 
own arrangements and original 
compositions.  February 9, 2020 at 3 pm 
at the school.  See back cover.
Roots and Grooves

Veteran folk artist Rick Scott and 
young keyboard ace Nico Rhodes 
combine forces in an inter-generational 
smorgasbord of roots, blues jazz and 
humour.  March 11, 2020 at 7:30 pm at 
the school
We are also fortunate on Pender Island 
to have talented young musicians.  We 
hope to continue to encourage and 
support these local, youthful artists by 
providing opportunities for them to 
perform pre-concert and at intermission 
as the Pender Young Violins did so 
delightfully at the Rolston String 
Quartet concert in November.
Subscriptions

Subscriptions are $75 and allow four 
attendances at concerts of your choosing 
for the price of three single tickets.  
Forms are available at Talisman Books 
& Gallery and Southridge Country Store 
and will be available at the door.
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Single adult tickets are $25 and are 
available at Talisman Books & Gallery 
and Southridge Country Store, and at 
the door prior to each performance.  
Student tickets are complementary and 
are available at the door.  Elementary 
students need to be accompanied by a 
ticketed adult.
Carole  El l io t t

Pender Photo Club

The December photo club meeting 
was held at a club member’s home.  

We talked a bit about photography, then 
a lot about our travels, both past and 
upcoming.  We also ate a lot of potluck 
great food   It was a great gathering of 
photo enthusiasts of many skill levels.  
I am just rekindling my photo skills.  
Others take super pictures with their cell 
phones, their point-and-shoot cameras, 
and their digital SLR cameras.
We meet the second Monday of the 
month at the school.  The next meeting 
is January 13 at 7 pm.
Our usual format is to have a half hour 
educational session, usually a technical 
video.  Then we show our own photos, 
about four or so each, and have the group 
offer suggestions about formatting, 
lighting, and other photo aspects.  I must 
admit that I have yet to add my photos to 
the monthly meeting.
There is always a theme to the monthly 
get-together; January’s theme is 
“reflections.”  I am trying to pose my 
Golden Retriever, Sadie, with her head 
posed on her paws looking reflective.
A last note, there is an annual 
membership fee of $20 for the club 

to help pay for guest speakers as an 
honorarium, particularly if they must 
come from off-island, and for rental of 
our educational material.
In future, we will post our latest contact 
information for our members and folks 
interested in finding more about the 
club, but in the meantime, please give 
a call, an email, or text to me, Kathy 
Gilbert at 250-539-0772, or kgilbert@
gilberts-bc.ca. Hope to see you soon.
Kathy  Gi lber t

Pender Island   
Quilters’ Circle

Ch r i s t m a s 
p a r t i e s 

have a way of 
getting people of like minds together for 
fun, food, and friendship; ours was no 
exception. If you had been a fly on the 
wall at the Quilters’ Circle Christmas 
party, all those things happened. Like 
other years, we pass the fat quarters 
around in a flurry with Cindy at the 
helm making that flurry happen. Well 
this year Susan Purney-Mark took those 
fat quarters and turned them into  a 
lovely Christmas crackers project, while 
Heather made the straight line sewing 
and we stuffed them with all kinds of 
delightful threads, candy, quilter wash 
out markers  and notes of good cheer 
and the list goes on. Then with Cindy 
reading The Night Before Christmas, 
we handed the crackers left and right 
in our usual manner and each quilter 
ended up with a cracker to take home. 
Heather has always just the right game 
of getting to know you. This year was 
the Quilters Horoscope. Many of us did 
not recognize ourselves in these signs 

Pender  Young Vio l ins  per form a t  the  Rols ton  S tr ing  Quar te t  concer t , 
photo  by  David  Ohnona
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F a r m  F r e s h  F r e e  R a n g e

E g g s
A p p l e  J u i c e

W a l n u t s
S h e p h e r d ' s  C r o f t  F a r m

2 2 3 4  P o r t  W a s h i n g t o n  R o a d

6 2 9 - 6 6 4 4

but many were spot on. Does this sound 
fun yet? Well, Ann found some very fun 
games in a vintage book belonging to 
her mother Mary (Bunty) that gave us 
a cognitive challenge.  If this was not 
enough fun, Karen had us singing The 
Twelve Days of Christmas with Jo-Ann 
ringing loud and clear on Five Golden 
Rings and Martha, Karen W, and Gina 
sending the sound through the roof 
with A Partridge in a Pear Tree. This 
was supposed to be Donna’s debut solo 
but she was under the weather and we 
missed her lovely voice.
The whole morning was not given up 
to fun and folly but sharing some very 
lovely pieces of quilting work. Martha 
displayed her Friendship Block that she 
finished for her travel trailer, also a very 
dear Kokapelli quilt kit from Arizona. 
Exciting news also from Martha was 
that Frank finished her lovely new quilt 
room. Pictures were handed around and 
it looks like a very wonderful space 
to work in. Bettyanne brought along 
two finished Christmas gifts that she 
has been working on for many years 
and was happy to be able to give them 
away this Christmas. Eleanor shared her 
finished Bargello quilt with such lovely 
shades of blue. Heather has been busy 
as always and brought along a very 
antique looking Christmas runner with 
the loveliest Christmas balls. Charlotte 
shared a very sweet African animal baby 
crawl quilt she was eager to finish up for 
Christmas. Jo-Ann had a very interesting 
piece to share. It was a “by hand” pieced 
top quilted by her husband’s mother 
during the Depression. Jo-Ann plans 
on finishing this project found after 
50 years. Jo-Ann had another UFO to 
share: a lovely nine patch quilt she had 

started many years ago. Like I have said 
before, chocolate is quite a motivator for 
quilters. Who knew?
Many thanks to the executive, Ann, 
Laura, Sue, Susan, and Karen, for 
putting together a great Christmas party.
Susan Purney-Mark has great things 
planned for the new year. January’s 
program  will teach you the best 
techniques for adding the finishing 
touches to your masterpiece quilt. 
We’ll cover tips and hints for making 
and applying single and double fold 
bindings, bias binding for curved edges, 
pipings for that special touch and the 
correct way of applying a hanging 
sleeve for display and quilt show entries. 
Members will be sent a supply list for 
the morning’s workshop.  Susan also 
will be laying out the planned agenda 
for the coming year. You won’t want 
to miss this morning. It all happens at 
the Anglican Parish Hall on January 13, 
at 9:30 am. Come earlier if you want 
to help set up the tables - it is always 
welcomed by the executive. 
Happy 2020! It will be a fun year for 
Pender Island quilters. Come and join us 
any second Monday of the month. You 
will be most welcome.
Karen  Gagnier

PIJazz

PIJazz took to two stages on that last 
weekend of November, first on the 

Friday night to play a dinner/dance at 
the Legion.  After their steak dinners 
the dancers seemed delighted with the 
repertoire for two long sets, happily 
swirling around the floor. 

That was the warm-up act for the 
Saturday evening dance at the hall, 
drawing a somewhat younger crowd 
who are less familiar with the dancing 
style. But Deirdre Knister came to the 
rescue, starting the evening with a dance 
demonstration, showing couples some 
of the needed steps. From then on, the 
dance floor was a busy place.
The band played in the Big Band style 
with old favourites like In The Mood and 
Little Brown Jug, but pulling out slow 
tunes like The Creole Love Song just in 
time for dancers to get a bit of a rest.
If you had a good time at this dance, or 
are sorry you missed it, we’ll take to the 
stage again on February 15, where we’re 
hoping to offer not just big band style 
but dances of different eras, with some 
instruction to help you along.
All in all, we’re planning on fun.
Vick i  Dut ton

Pender Solstice   
Theatre Society

We hope your 
h o l i d a y 

season was joyful 
and you are excited 
about the new 

year. We have a lot planned for the 
coming year but first we look back. 
On December 23, we had a wonderful 
reading of A Christmas Carol and sang 
carols with our community members; 
a big thanks to Stephanie Jackson and 
choir members for leading us all in 
song after the play reading. The event 
was a fundraiser for the community 
hall and we are looking forward this 
year to working both in and with our 
community hall to keep it the wonderful 
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Jen’s Gardening Service
Weeding, Planting, Mowing, Pruning,

Monthly Maintenance

E-mail: jenlarsen@shaw.ca
Cell: 250-886-9271

Available To Handle Any/
All Of These Tasks For You

gathering place for performing arts it is. 
In December we also had a play reading 
of It’s a Wonderful Life, a Christmas 
classic live radio show. Thanks to Barb 
for hosting that reading.
We have more play readings planned 
in this month and the coming months, 
as we very much enjoy these evenings 
and afternoons of “acting out” in good 
company. If you’d like to join us for these 
readings just email pendersolstice@
gmail.com.
The first weekend of April we will 
be performing our next production; 4 
Weddings and an Elvis. The auditions 
for this really funny play were in 
December and we are excited to work 
with our cast of experienced, new and 
“new-to-us” actors. This play will 
feature four separate weddings, four 
of the most memorable ones of Las 
Vegas chapel owner Sandy. This play 
set-up also gives us the opportunity to 
give multiple directors a go. We’ve had 
several members interested in directing 
a play but of course a whole play can 
seem daunting to start out with, so in this 
play each Act/Wedding will be directed 
by a different director. These directors 
are Karen Parker, Tammy Adolf, Tania 
Honan-Smith, and a directing duo of 
Sitka Honan-Smith and Grace Parker. A 
big backstage team of stage designers, 
costume designers, props managers, 
and tech people is ready to go and 
is excited about this play. If you are 
interested in participating in Solstice, 
whether on-stage, backstage, tech, or 
just to join us for play readings, email 
pendersolstice@gmail.com or just talk 
to anyone you know that is already with 
Solstice.
Rutger  Kamphuis

Pender Young Violins

The Pender Young Violins (Taeven, 
Katie, Lauren, Owen, Cedar, 

Annika, Meredith, Isla and Nuala) 
are headed to Finland in July 2020 to 
perform at the Kaustinen Folk Music 
Festival (450 km north of Helsinki)!  
For these nine musicians, ages 13 to 
17 years old, who have been practicing 
and performing since they were very 
young, this is a trip of a lifetime.  The 
fiddlers have been taught by Denny 
Goertz whose incredible dedication 
and guidance over these many years 
is clearly evident through the talent of 
these youth.  The group will perform 
in front of an international audience 
and showcase Pender Island on a world 
stage.
December has been a busy month for 
the Fiddlers.  They have played several 
parties, played three shows at the choir 
concert, busked, provided hot cocoa by 
donation outside the Epicentre/Nu-To-
Yu, had a video and photo shoot and 
practised, practised, practised!  Thank-
you to everyone who has so kindly and 
generously donated funds to the Go Fund 

Me page, the Pender Young Violins bank 
account, while busking, at the cocoa 
table and at the Choir Concert.  Also 
thank you to those who have booked 
them for events or asked them to help 
with the chores for a donation.  Thank-
you to Jo’s Place for being so thoughtful 
and bringing the chilly buskers some hot 
chocolate.
The kids and their families are actively 
fundraising for this trip so listen for 
the sounds of violins, the cello and 
guitar when you are out and about.  If 
you would like to book them to play 
at a party, please contact Denny at 
dsgoertz@gmail.com.  If you would like 
to support these kids, they are accepting 
donations to their bank account at Island 
Savings under Pender Island Young 
Violins.  If you prefer you can also make 
an online donation on their Go Fund Me 
page.  In your browser, search Go Fund 
Me Pender Young Violins.  Thank you 
so much for those who have donated.  Or 
you can support their busking endeavors 
or hire them to play at a party.
On January 24, the Pender Young 
Violins are hosting a fundraiser to help 
cover the costs of their trip to Finland.  
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This will be a Winter Dance with Daniel 
Lapp & Adam Dobres at the Community 
Hall.  There will be a caller and square, 
line, and circle dances.  The dance will 
be from 7 - 10 on January 24, tickets are 
$15 for adults and $5 for tee;s.  Hope to 
see you there!
Thank you so much for your amazing 
and ongoing support.  
The Pender  Young Vio l ins

We accept
drop-off of clean, 

non-invasive
brush/yard waste.

Such as
 • grass clippings
 • small branches 
 
Please call for more info...

250-629-6690

Ptarmigan Arts

Happy New Year 
from all of us at 

Ptarmigan Arts! Thank 
you to our volunteers 
and everyone who came 
by to see our new gallery 

in December! We are happy to have an 
accessible space for Ptarmigan Arts to 
interact with the community at Hope 
Bay. Come visit us on Thursday, Friday, 
or Saturday from 11 am - 4 pm and see 
some of Pender’s amazing visual artists.
Singing for Fun, Singing for Joy

This month we have another session 
of Singing for Fun, Singing for Joy 
with Mary Reher starting on Thursday, 
January 9 and running from 1:30 - 2:30 
pm until February 13 at the Community 
Hall (upstairs). Whether you already 
enjoy singing or have lots of fear around 
it, Mary will help you find joy in singing 
out loud! Registration is $45 for the six 

weeks, and caregivers are welcome to 
join the class for no extra cost. Subsidies 
are available, so please contact us if 
the fee presents a barrier. Register by 
January 2, 2020.
Pinata Making

The next workshop in our “Everyone 
is an Artist” series is Pinata Making 
with Meaghan Kennedy on January 10. 
Meaghan is a professional pinata maker 
from Galiano Island and will be sharing 
her tips and tricks for adults and kids 
(under 10 must be accompanied by an 
adult). Come out to the Community Hall 
(upstairs) on January 10 from 10 am - 12 
pm. The cost is $30, which includes all 
materials.
Beginner Hip Hop

For all the dancers out there, Isabella 
Law will be teaching Beginner Hip Hop 
on Wednesdays starting Wednesday 
February 5 and running until March 
11. The youth class (ages 9-14) is 
happening from 5:30 - 6:30 pm, and an 
adult class (ages 15+) from 7 - 8 pm. 
Learn basic street style and grooves 
while practicing flow, musicality, and 
having fun with movement! Cost is $60 
for six weeks, register by January 30. 
Please contact us if the fee presents a 
barrier to participation.
Pender Young Violins

Speaking of dance (and music) we are 
happy to be sponsoring a fundraiser 
for the Young Violins on January 24 at 
the Community Hall to help send them 
to Finland this summer. There will be 
square dancing, music with Daniel 
Lapp, Adam Dobres, and of course, 
performances by the Young Violins, so 
bring the whole family for some good 
winter fun!

Pender  Young Vio l ins  busk ing  a t  the  Dri f twood
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Ukulele Strums

Since the first Wednesday of the month 
falls on New Year’s Day, our January 
Ukulele Strums will be on January 8 
and 15 from 4 - 5 pm at the Hope Bay 
Studio ($5 drop-in). Come and join us 
even if you’ve never played ukulele 
before, and maybe even make it a New 
Year’s Resolution! We even have a few 
ukes you can try before committing to 
buying your own.
Community Gatherings

This month at the Friday Community 
Gatherings, you’ll hear music by 
Hazell Udy on January 3, Cock on a 
Mountaintop on January 10, Lester 
Quitzau on January 17, John Palmer 
on January 24, and the PI Traditional 
Jazz Band on January 31. Come to 
the Community Hall at noon for a $6 
bowl of homemade soup and enjoy 
these amazing musicians. Thanks to the 
Pender Island Health Care Society for 
putting on this great community event.
For more information on our upcoming 
programs and events, and to sign up for 
our monthly email newsletter, visit our 
website www.ptarmiganarts.org.
Lauren  Mann

Three on the Tree

After a hectic 
December, the 

biggest message we 
have from Three on the 
Tree is a tremendous 

thank you to the community! The 
Lantern Festival is always a huge 
coordination effort but what is most 
special about the event is all of the 
people who come together to work and 
celebrate. One of the aspects that makes 
our community so special is the ability 
to keep donating their time year after 
year; as an organizer of the event this is 
an incredible contribution. I can’t thank 
the volunteers enough who give their 
time, especially those who volunteer 
so graciously without asking. I am so 
grateful for the energy and creativity that 
everyone contributes at this busy and 
exhausting time of year so please look 
for a full list of thanks in the February 
issue of The Pender Post.
In the upcoming months we are starting 
to think about the coming year and the 

return of the festival next Decembe,r so 
if you are interested in participating in 
a volunteer or organizational capacity, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us on 
Facebook or via our mailing address. 
PO Box 96, Pender Island, BC, V0N 
2M0.
Wishing you all a year of magic for 
2020.
Alaia  Hamer,     
Programming Coordinator

Community serviCes

Community Paramedic

We are at the time of year when 
there’s likely to be ice and snow 

on the ground.  Protect yourself from 
slipping and falling by ensuring that you 
wear shoes or boots with good tread on 
the soles.  You can also purchase cleats 
that slip on over your shoes to give you 
extra traction in slippery conditions.  An 
option is also available for those who 
use canes...Ice-O-Grips.  These devices 
fit over the tip of the cane and have 
prongs that dig into the ice to give you 
more stability when you walk on ice or 
snow.
The Stroke Support Group will meet on 
Thursday, January 9 from 2 - 3:30 pm in 
the clinic meeting room. 
First Aid Friday will be on Friday, 
January 10 from 10 - 11 am at the 
Community Hall.  I’ll be running 
a session on baby-related first aid 
including CPR and choking.
If you’d like some more information 
on any of these events, or if there’s 
something you’d like me to do a 
presentation on in the future, please 
contact me via email at Alyssa.
Woollcombe@bcehs.ca or cell phone 
250-221-0754. 
Alyssa  Wool lcombe 

CRD Bylaw and   
Animal Care Services

On Pender Island, 
dogs often run 

at large illegally.   An animal is deemed 
to be “running at large” when on land 
not owned or occupied by the owner of 
the animal, and can be impounded by an 
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                (Just remember 19)

animal control officer.  The impound fee 
is $75 plus $15 per day.  An “animal at 
large” fine is $100.  Proof of licencing 
is required, or subject to a $100 fine 
plus the cost of a licence.  Under the 
Livestock Protection Act, Section 6, a 
person may kill a dog if the person finds 
the dog (a) running at large, and (b) 
attacking or viciously pursuing a person 
or a domestic animal.
Loose dogs can injure people 
and animals

Whether intentional or not, your 
dog could bite, knock over, or injure 
someone or another animal.  A dog 
could be deemed dangerous if it has 
killed or seriously injured a person 
or another domestic animal while in a 
public place or on private property other 
than the property owned or occupied by 
the person responsible for the dog, or if 
an animal control officer has reasonable 
grounds to believe is likely to kill or 
seriously injure a person.
Danger to wildlife

Your best friend can become nature’s 
enemy if taken off a leash and allowed to 
run free.  Free running dogs leave trails, 

destroy the homes of ground-nesting 
birds, stress small mammals, destroy 
plants, and leave feces that disrupt the 
natural balance of the ecosystem.
Leashed dogs are rarely hit by cars

No dog responds 100% of the time to 
commands.  A leash can help you pull 
your dog to safety when a driver is too 
close.  Traffic accidents can occur when 
drivers or cyclists try to avoid hitting a 
loose dog.
Lowers costly veterinary bills

Leashing your dog helps prevent it 
from becoming sick or injured on your 
walks.  Dogs are known to eat many 
harmful things.  Roaming dogs could 
drink contaminated water, tread through 
pesticides, be exposed to ticks, poison 
oak, or plants that have thorns and burrs.
Unleashed dogs eliminate at will

This will make you very unpopular with 
your neighbours.  Owners that do not 
scoop will incur a fine.  Dogs that are not 
dewormed completely may leave parasitic 
worm eggs that can be transmitted from 
feces to humans causing blindness 
(particularly with small children).  Anyone 
controlling an animal is responsible for 
the removal and sanitary disposition of 
any excrement of the animal.
Benefits of leashing your dog

Leashing is a great way to show your 
pet affection, as the touch of it gives 
your dog a definite assurance that it is 
protected, loved, and wanted.  Dogs 
with tags and a current licence can be 
identified easily and returned to an 
owner. Leashing helps demonstrate 
responsible ownership, promotes good 
canine citizenship, and allows others to 
enjoy the public space too.

Call 800-665-7899 or 250-478-0624 
to report a dog at large. For more 
information visit https://www.crd.bc.ca/
service/animals-pets. 
Reminder: It is renewal time for Dog 
Licences for 2020.
Donald  Peden

Epicentre
Family Co-operative

Thanks to the caring and generous 
Pender Island community, we have 

a youth centre on Pender Island that 
is safe, neutral, central, and inclusive.  
Check out our website   
https://piepicentre.weebly.com/.
Thank You

Thanks to the Pender Island Community 
Choir for allowing us to once again 
provide concession treats at the choir 
concert and also to everyone who 
enjoyed the treats and contributed 
baking. It’s a big fundraiser for us so 
thanks again!
Tuesday Drop-In

Tuesday is still our drop in day for our 
younger members and home learners are 
always welcome to come in and join us 
every Tuesday from 10 - 11 am. (The 
bouncy castle is often set up on this day 
thanks to Bruce and his kids).
Treasurer

We are still looking for a treasurer to 
assist our organization. It is not a big job 
and takes only basic accounting skills. 
It’s a great way to volunteer and maybe 
learn some basic accounting skills. If 
you would like to help us out, please 
contact our chair, Erin, at erin.pauch@
gmail.com.
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PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals
Open Monday to Friday:  10 am to 4 pm

#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store 250-629-9909

 

Monday - Friday 10am-6am 
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
BC Smoking Cessation Program

Most smokers become addicted to 
nicotine, a drug that is found naturally 
in tobacco. Tobacco smoke is very 
harmful: it contains a deadly mix of 
more than 7,000 chemicals; hundreds 
are harmful, and about 70 can cause 
cancer.

People who stop smoking greatly 
reduce their risk for disease and early 
death. Although the health benefits are 
greater for people who stop at earlier 
ages, there are benefits at any age. You 
are never too old to quit. 

Quitting smoking is hard and may 
require several attempts. People who 
stop smoking often start again because 
of withdrawal symptoms, stress, and 
weight gain.

Nicotine withdrawal symptoms may 
include:

• Feeling irritable, angry, or anxious

• Having trouble thinking

• Craving tobacco products

• Feeling hungrier than usual

Nicotine replacement therapy can help 
with withdrawal symptoms.

Did you know the Provincial 
government has a special program to 
help BC residents quit smoking? And 
it’s free! BC residents that desire to quit 
smoking are allowed 3 consecutive 
months per year of nicotine 
replacement therapy, either patches or 
gum or inhalers, for free.

Kick the habit!  The sooner the better!

See the pharmacist for more 
information.

p

Programs

Monday Crafty Kids Club

Runs from 3:45 - 5 pm on January 
6 - March 9 for ages 5-12.  Come and 
explore a mix of creative materials with 
a relaxed option of free play while paint 
and glue projects dry.  One project will 
be a 3D contour imaginary map.  Runs 
for 9 weeks, members $108 and non 
members $153.
Tuesday Kids Club

Run from 3:45 - 5 pm on January 7 - 
March 10 for ages 5-12.  Free play, 
Crafts, Games, and lots of fun with 
friends. Runs for 10 weeks, members 
$100 and non members $150.
Wednesday Science Club

Runs from 3:45 - 5 pm.  January 8 - 
March 11 for ages 7+.  Hands on science 
projects from messy chemistry, physics 
of simple machines, and energy.  Runs 
10 weeks, members $150 and non 
members $200.
Thursday Sewing Club

Runs from 3:45 - 5 pm on January 9 - 
March 12 for ages 7+.  Each week we 
will explore hands on sewing skills, 
embroidery and simple machine work.  
Runs 10 weeks, members $120 and non 
members $170.
Thursday Teen Zone

Funs from 5:15 - 7 pm from January 9 
- March 12 for Grades 7+.  Each week 
these young teens have access to all art 
and sewing supplies.  A great time for 
them to share their week and support 
each other; music and laughter.  A 
great way to start the weekend. Runs 
10 weeks, members $100 plus $50 for 
pizza dinner and non members $150 

plus $50 for dinner option.
Special Events

Youth Night

Saturday, January 18 from 7 - 9 pm for 
Grades 4-7
Teen Night

Saturday, January 25 from 7-9 pm for 
Grades 7+.
Membership

Membership has its privileges. You can 
get a membership for a year ($120) or 
just for a shorter time https://piepicentre.
weebly.com/.  For more information on 
membership, please contact Erin at  
erin.pauch@gmail.com.
Josephine  Spaxman

Gulf Islands Food Co-op
GIFC

Thank you to everyone for supporting 
Pender Island food producers 

through the many GIFC projects in 
2019!
GIFC has indeed had a successful 
inaugural year of growth. From 
engaging with community members 
through the “Celebrating Indigenous 
Food Practices” workshops with Lillian 
Underwood and Belinda Claxton, to 
educating Penderites about creating and 
maintaining food growing spaces during 
“Soil Building Classes” with UBC’s 
Sean Smukler, to helping ease time 
constraints of local food growers by 
hosting the Co-operative Sales Table at 
the PIRAHA Winter Market, GIFC has 
spent 2019 actively encouraging local 
food production on Pender Island.
Building upon these successes, GIFC 
will be offering educational workshops 
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in early 2020 involving water 
conservation practices and livestock 
processing.  GIFC also will possibly 
organize a FoodSafe class this spring (to 
ensure that more local produce growers 
are able to meet PIFI’s standards to 
participate in the summer Farmer’s 
Market). GIFC also will continue to 
prioritize the “Hauling of Compostable 
Materials for Soil Amending” Project, 
helping to mitigate the transportation 
costs of building healthy soil on our 
rocky island in an effort to maximize 
the food growing potential of available 
space on Pender.
If you would like to find out more details 
about upcoming projects, please contact 
GIFC Project Co-ordinator Nancy at 
629-0039, info@gulfislandsfoodco-op.
org or search “Gulf Islands Food” to 
find the GIFC Website, which contains 
great information to help you become 
aware of local food security initiatives 
throughout the Gulf Islands.
Nancy  Kle in

Heartwood Folk school

Gathering for 
C o m m u n i t y 

Resilience and Climate 
Action - January 11 at 

1:30 pm at the Hall.
Heartwood is working together with a 
number of other groups and individuals 
on the Island to host a community 
gathering at the Hall on Saturday, 
January 11 from 1:30 - 3:30 pm to talk 
about actions we can take to respond to 
climate change and build our resilience 
as a community.
The gathering is a different kind 
of event. It’s an opportunity to:

• meet with other people on the island 
who have similar interests and con-
cerns

• share information about what’s al-
ready happening

• develop shared ideas about what a 
resilient Pender would look like and

• focus on short-term actions that we 
can take in the next 3 to 4 months to 
take the next steps.

If you’re already working on a project, 
this is a chance to find others who might 
want to help make it happen.
If you are concerned about the climate 
crisis and trying to figure out what you 
can do to respond, this is a great chance 
to find where you might fit.
The event is free and open to everyone 
who is willing to take actions to respond 
to climate change and grow community 
resilience.
We hope to see you there. If you have 
any questions about the event, email 
penderearth@gmail.com.
Revitalizing Heartwood

We are working to revitalize Heartwood 
over the coming months with a focus 
on growing island resilience. We are 
looking to join forces with people 
who are enthusiastic about building a 
strong, more self-reliant community. 
Do you have ideas for how to increase 
our resilience? Skills you want to share 
with others? If you would like to get 
involved, email Ben Kadel at info@
heartwoodfolkschool.org. And look 
for more classes and opportunities to 
engage with your neighbours in the 
coming months.
Ben Kadel

North Pender    
Local Trust Committee 

It’s been a fascinating year learning 
about local politics, and I offer the 

following points of interest about your 
local government and North Pender for 
dinner time discussions around the table 
during the holiday season. As usual, 
these comments are my own and do not 
reflect the views of my fellow Trustees.
I encourage you to please feel free to 
correct me if I’m wrong. Several of 
these issues do not directly impact the 
North Pender Local Trust Committee, 
however, they are all important issues 
that impact our islands. I don’t claim 
to be an expert, I’m merely trying to 
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inform and to encourage discussion.
Did you know?

(These are listed randomly, and not in 
order of importance)
Smoking in National Parks

There is no fine or penalty against smoking 
in our National Parks on North Pender 
(Roe Lake/Mt.Menzies). However, it is 
illegal to smoke in our local CRD parks. 
Please explain to me how this makes any 
sense, considering human-caused fires 
are approximately 40% human-caused 
and 60% lightning, according to the 
BC government website. This needs to 
change. I’ve written Elizabeth May last 
week and have not yet heard a response 
from her office.
Magic Lake

The park-like space along the end of 
Magic Lake (as you drive towards 
Pirates Road - with all of the  canoes) 
is not actually a park, it is rural land 
owned by the CRD, that acts like a park. 
Because of this lack of clarity, folks are 
parking their trailers or cars on the side 
of the road without repercussion. Even 
though the clarity over the jurisdiction 
is not clear, please be a good neighbour 
and don’t park your trailers or cars on the 
side of this side of the road overnight. 
Kids walk along this path and bike along 
this road to catch the bus.
Parks Canada

Parks Canada currently advertises and 
promotes cycling in the Southern Gulf 
Islands www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/bc/gulf/
activ/activ4 - however, I communicated 
with the superintendent that many folks 
on Pender actually think cycling is quite 
unsafe here, given the lack of dedicated 
cycling lanes. Your LTC is drafting 

letters to the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure and to the Capital 
Regional District advocating for cycling 
infrastructure. Bottom line: please don’t 
advertise or indicate that cycling is a 
safe or reliable method of transportation 
in the SGI until the actual infrastructure 
needs are addressed.
Raincoast Conservation

At Trust Council in Victoria in early 
December, I heard from a speaker from 
Raincoast Conservation Foundation that 
indicated that due to climate change, 
Red Cedars are dying, Arbutus trees are 
stressed and dying due to blight, and 
now there are major concerns over the 
future of the Coastal Douglas Fir Tree. 
There is currently a study taking place 
regarding the impact of climate change 
on the Coastal Douglas Fir on North 
Pender Island. The anecdotal reality 
seems that we are turning into a more 
Mediterranean climate, and if that’s the 
case, we need to plan for the proper 
infrastructure needs going forward.
Strategic Plan

Also, at Trust Council, I voted against 
the adoption of the “strategic plan” for 
2019 for the Islands Trust. Instead, I tried 
to propose a motion to adopt the “2009” 
strategic plan - because it’s basically the 
same thing, even with some of the same 
wording. I stated that we save a whole 
bunch of money by taking the 2009 plan 
and superimposing it over-top of the 
2019 plan. Here’s my logic: there are 
26 items on the strategic plan that the 
Trust wants to solve, but the staff and 
CAO of the Islands Trust say they can 
really only get to 10 of them (at most), 
so why on earth do we have items on 
our plan that we can’t solve? The Trust 

needs to work harder to show that it is 
working hard for taxpayers to preserve 
and protect. I can’t support a plan that 
will not realistically achieve its goals.
Tourism

Contrary to popular belief, there is 
no conspiracy to eliminate tourism 
from Pender Island. As former chair 
of the CRD Economic Sustainability 
Commission, I’ve volunteered many 
hours to help with a plan to encourage 
more edu-tourism/eco-tourism as well 
as improve our connectivity so folks can 
live and work here with proper internet 
connection. The recent community 
information meetings about ferries and 
tourism have been a way for folks to 
discuss the future impacts of tourism 
and our growing economy on the rural 
character of the island.  I don’t want 
this island to become another Whistler, 
where middle-class and low-income 
workers can’t find a place to live, and 
the employers and business owners 
don’t have enough employees to run 
their business. It makes sense to stop 
and ask these questions. I want our 
community to continue to thrive. These 
conversations are important to have.
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Climate Change

The words “Climate Change 
Emergency” are, sadly, platitudes that 
governments are using to politically 
state that they are seeming to do 
something about climate change. I’ve 
seen nothing change. In fact, many staff 
and experienced government folks keep 
patting me on the head and saying “oh 
gee Ben, you have a lot to learn young 
man, government doesn’t work that fast” 
(pat pat pat). Nothing is being treated as 
if it were an emergency. And this is the 
main thing that keeps me awake at night.
As usual, I could go on and on. But I 
think that’s enough for now.  Apologies 
for the grammatical errors as I am 
writing this message in a stream of 
consciousness sort of way before I have 
to conduct the Christmas concert here at 
the school - I appreciate any corrections 
or add-ons to my comments.
Be sure to go out and enjoy this place we call 
home. Pender is the most beautiful place in 
the world and we are so lucky to live here. 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. 
bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca
Ben McConchie

Magic Lake   
Property Owners’ Society

I have fallen a bit behind in reporting 
on the myriad accomplishments 

that the Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society has been working on in the last 
few months.
The AGM was held in October.  Board 
elections were held.  The Board 
members are: Jeremy Harwood, 
President; Bob Coulson, Vice President; 
Jean Deschenes, Treasurer; Kathy 
Gilbert, Secretary; Wally Foster, Marina 
General Manager; Art Curtis, Marina 
construction Manager; Ian Syme, 
Marina Maintenance Manager; Dave 
Reed, Member at Large; Robb Zuk, 
Operations Manager; Mike Wiley, 
Tennis/Recreation Director.
I must thank our Office Manager, 
Joanna Rogers and the Board for 
keeping a close eye on our expenditures 
and revenues.  We have a good handle 
on our finances and were able to cope 
with the unexpected damage to the 
marina breakwater resulting from last 
December’s windstorm.  The tennis 
court resurfacing was handled because 

of good savings management by the 
tennis court team: Joanna, Mike Wiley, 
and our Treasurer, Jean.
In addition to keeping the tennis courts 
in good shape, the marina is looking 
very good.  The marina team and 
many volunteers spent countless hours 
maintaining the marina.  Marina rates 
are going up a bit.  In any of the marina 
team’s memory there has not been a raise 
in the rates for years.  The Board gave a 
great thanks in particular to the former 
Marina General Manager for all of the 
organizing and work that he put into 
the marina work.  Thanks too, to Susan 
Henderson for her support to Glenn 
and the marina, and for  organizing and 
serving food for the work parties.      
As well, Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society can always use more volunteers, 
particularly for work parties, both at the 
marina and at the tennis courts.  Even 
if you are able to lend a hand for just 
one work party, your participation is 
welcome.  Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society can use volunteers for other 
items too.  For example, one member 
who was not able to participate in the 
marina work parties organized the ball 
caps that were handed out to all marina 
party volunteers.  A couple of other skills 
mentioned at our last Board meeting 
were a need for someone with small 
engine repair experience, and perhaps a 
lawyer.  I have contributed in the past 
with knowledge about local government 
issues such as zoning, thanks to 30 years 
working for municipalities and regional 
districts.
Not only does the society operate and 
manage facilities owned by the society, 
the Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society provides advocacy and liaison 
roles with various government agencies 
and others associated with residents 
of Magic Lake.  The Board now 
has additional representation on the 
Magic Lake Estates Water and Sewer 
Committee.  Treasurer Jean Deschenes 
joins Member-at-Large Dave Reed and 
Wally Foster on the Committee.  The 
Committee provides information to the 
Magic Lake Property Owners’ Society 
membership.  For example, Magic 
Lake Property Owners’ Society mailed/
emailed letters to Magic Lake Property 
Owners, advising them of the recently-
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held referendum on borrowing for an 
upgrade to the sewer system.  There was 
a very good turn-out for the referendum 
which passed with a substantial vote in 
the positive.
The Magic Lake Property Owners’ 
Society Board welcomes comments 
and suggestions.  Please contact Jeremy 
Harwood, President, jdharwood@
shaw.ca or the general Magic Lake 
Property Owners’ Society email address 
notifymlpos@shaw.ca. Cheers and best 
for the New Year.
Kathy  Gi lber t

Magic Lake Water and 
Sewer Services Committee

Your committee and the CRD team 
held their regularly scheduled 

meeting on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 
at the CRD Integrated Water Systems 
location in Victoria.
The water side of the service continues, 
as always, to produce a quality product 
to customers that meets or exceeds 
Canada drinking water guidelines.  The 
anticipated remediation of stainless-steel 
piping at the water treatment plant is 
progressing, albeit at a snail’s pace. You 
folks will recall that this is a warranty 
repair issue to address substandard 
welding of pipe joints during the original 
plant construction process. Cost is being 
absorbed through contractor insurance 
and will have no financial impact on 
subscribers.  In November there were 
some minor problems with a broken 
chemical supply line and a damaged 
water meter at the Chart Drive pump 
station. These two issues have been 
resolved through repair/replacement of 
these items.
Most of our water comes from Buck 
Lake and in December a strange bloom 
was noted.  The CRD has investigated 
and confirmed that the blue-green 
surface scum is part of a cyanobacteria 
bloom. The sample tested negative for 
cyanotoxins so there is no risk to the 
water service at this time. However, 
CRD will continue to monitor the raw 
water closely until the bloom is declared 
over. CRD has informed Island Health 
of this bloom.  
 

The sewer side continues to offer the 
same challenges as always. Service 
users, by now, should be fully conversant 
with all of the shortcomings of our 
wastewater treatment infrastructure. 
Someone out there could probably write 
a thesis based on its present condition. 
Looking on the brighter side, with the 
dryer weather in November, there were 
no outflow compliance violation reports 
issued.
The sewer infrastructure remediation 
referendum, held in November, passed 
by an overwhelming margin. This 
community approval provided the 
necessary funding to move forward 
with the project. Your Committee was 
extremely gratified with this result. We 
see it as a strong endorsement from sewer 
service subscribers for the direction that 
your Committee has undertaken.
Sooo…what happens next?

CRD engineering staff will be 
implementing the first phase of inflow 
and infiltration remediation planning 
(basically sorting out the collection 
system improvements.)  We are looking 
forward to joining the rest of Canada and 
having our roads dug up over summer. 

This will provide us with something 
to talk about on those frequent trips to 
the Driftwood Centre or on the ferry 
when we run out of other scintillating 
conversation subjects.
On a more serious note, an interesting 
discussion regarding government grants 
was held. Apparently, there is a second 
intake of a water and waste-water 
infrastructure upgrade grant program 
closing in February 2020. In light of 
this development, your Committee has 
instructed the CRD to proceed with the 
initial steps of exploring the requirements 
to apply for the same. Obviously, at this 
point, it would be premature to count 
this particular chicken before it hatches. 
Perhaps it may turn out to be just the 
goose that lays iron eggs, but we’re 
chasing it anyway. It is all very exciting.
Kathy  Hes lop



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 026 

Moving Around Pender
MAP

Bus Update

The Pender Community 
Bus, Buss-a-Nova, is 
idle at the moment due to 
low operating funds and 
volunteer driver fatigue; 
however, it is available for 
charters for community 

groups. For information contact info@
penderbus.org. We hope to operate the 
bus again next spring/summer.
There is lots of exciting activity on the 
wider community bus front. MAP has 
joined with eight other communities 
in BC who have, or aspire to have, 
a community bus and formed the 
BC Community Bus Coalition.  The 
Coalition has met with the Minister 
of Transportation and Infrastructure 
(MOTI) Claire Trevena, and she 
established a group from MOTI to 
study and implement a Community Bus 
strategy for BC communities.  MOTI has 
developed a Project Charter and Work 
Plan for the project which includes the 
following rationale and objectives.

The Problem

Community bus systems reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, improve 
health and safety, create economic 
benefits, and increase social inclusion 
and community capacity. There are 
numerous communities throughout 
British Columbia that have established, 
or are in the process of establishing, 
community bus systems. However, 
the current funding and regulatory 
systems are not well designed to support 
community bus systems.
Objectives

• Define Provincial policy objectives 
with respect to Community Bus ser-
vices in BC.

• Ensure current Provincial policies do 
not negatively impact the viability of 
community buses.

• Ensure legislative/regulatory frame-
work meets provincial policy objec-
tives.

• Ensure funding arrangements meet 
provincial policy objectives.

This is encouraging news and indicates 
that MOTI realizes there is an unmet 

need in smaller communities that BC 
Transit is not serving.
In addition, the CRD is considering 
the establishment of a Southern Gulf 
Islands Transportation Commission.  
This motion was passed at a recent CRD 
meeting.
That the Electoral Areas Committee 
recommend to the Regional Board:
1. That staff consult with community 
groups, BC Transit, and BC Ferries to 
define a service model that would best 
serve the transportation needs of the 
Southern Gulf Islands.
2. That staff consult with the community 
bus service providers within the Southern 
Gulf Islands to determine operating 
requirements, costs, and service levels 
to support a CRD transportation service 
for the Southern Gulf Islands.
3. That staff include the establishment of 
an SGI transportation service in service 
and budget planning for 2020.
These initiatives have been stimulated in 
part by the success of our Pender Island 
Community Bus project.  Thanks to all 
of you who took and/or support the Bus!
Trails Update

MAP is part of the Gulf Islands Trails 
Society (GITS); the other members are 
trails societies on Salt Spring, Galiano, 
Mayne, and Saturna.  GITS advocates 
for trails on the islands and most 
importantly obtains liability insurance 
for property owners who agree to have 
trails on their land.  To date Monty’s 
trail between the Hall and Nu-To-Yu, 
the Valley Home Farm trail, and the 
Armadale Loop Trail are covered by 
this arrangement on Pender Island, 
but we are always looking for more 
opportunities. If you think you would 
like a trail on your land to help Pender 
Islanders move around, get in touch.
Come out to our January meeting if 
you are interested in trails. We have 
an invited speaker coming: Daniel 
Cammiade who is Executive Director of 
the Southern Vancouver Island Nature 
Trails Society. Check out their web site 
at http://naturetrailssociety.com/.
He will give us advice on how to work 
with partners to develop multi-modal 
trails.
Peter  Paré
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Outer Gulf Islands  
RCMP-GRC

For the last month 
we all have been 

enjoying the festive 
lights and decorations on 
houses and businesses 
alike, however we have 

been dreading those blinding headlights 
approaching us on our dark roads.
With everyone focusing on the New Year 
ahead, the Outer Gulf Islands RCMP 
would like to take this opportunity to 
shed some light on a topic we have been 
fielding questions on, and that is often 
discussed in the community: “Are those 
headlights legal?”
This is not going to be a simple answer! 
It was an easy and efficient change to 
switch to those great looking LED lights 
on the house, however it is a different 
story when it comes to our vehicles.
Let’s start with simply being seen 
during the daytime! Our team has 
noticed that there are a fair number of 
vehicles on the local roads that do not 
have functional daytime running lights, 
also known as “DRL.” DRL are a pair 
of lamps that display white/amber lights 
mounted on the front of the vehicle. The 
DRLs turn on automatically when the 
vehicle is in gear. All vehicles need to 
be equipped with DRLs if the vehicle 
was manufactured after September 
1989. Even vehicles imported from the 
USA or abroad have to be modified to 
have functioning DRLs. DRLs are a 
safety feature that allows your vehicle 
to be seen from a farther distance during 
daylight hours.  So take the time to check 
your vehicle lighting system, including 
your brake lights and high beams.
Now onto those blinding headlights 
coming toward you. This can be 
challenging given the topography of our 
islands and that the vehicle approaching 
could be cresting the slightest hill 
making it seem like the high beams 
are on, or it may be one of the newer 
vehicles with approved LED headlights. 
That being said, numerous people 
purchase aftermarket lights. Despite the 
ease of buying aftermarket accessories 
for our vehicles, all accessories are 
not necessarily legal in this province. 
For example tinted tail lights, shielded 

tail lamp covers, or licence plate 
covers are examples of non-authorized 
modifications. How about your new 
light bar to see the deer? Your light bar 
may emit a great deal of light but it is 
another example of a non-authorized 
modification. We call these off-road 
lamps. These off-road lamps can only be 
used off-road. You may say to yourself, 
‘well I never turn them on as I’m driving 
down the road’ but a vehicle equipped 
with off-road lamps when on a road 
must have the lamps concealed with 
opaque covers. They need to be covered 
up. You can buy aftermarket lamps 
that are SAE, DOT, or E approved and 
those lamps can be used on the road 
as auxiliary lamps, but they need to be 
wired with your high beams.
We understand this can be very confusing 
and recommend that if you plan on 
modifying your vehicle in any way 
including lamps, do your homework, 
educate yourself, or have the work 
done by a professional mechanic as, in 
addition to purchasing these expensive 
items, you could face a fine of $109 for 
having lights that do not comply with 
SAE standards, to name just one of the 

fines.
As we continue to talk about potential 
fines,  the Outer Gulf Islands Detachment 
would like to remind everyone operating 
a motor vehicle that they are required 
to carry their drivers’ licence.  Driving 
without one could invite a fine of $81 
and this is an offence our members have 
warned a great deal of people about 
recently.
In closing, your local RCMP detachment 
is wishing everyone a safe 2020 and 
would like to thank  you as community 
members continuing to do your part 
in keeping the community safe by 
reporting matters to the police. Our role 
is to provide community safety and we 
cannot do that without the help of the 
community.  We continue to openly 
invite people to call the non-emergency 
number 629-6171 (incidents not in 
progress) or 911 (in progress or fear for 
safety) at any time.
Cst .  Shemi l t ,  Outer  Gul f  I s lands 
RCMP Media  L ia ison
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Parks Canada

This winter, 
Parks Canada 

is taking steps to 
reduce wildfire risk 
on Pender Island. 

This work will include strategic forest 
thinning and pruning on Parks Canada 
lands and the purchase of additional fire 
protection equipment to serve the island 
community.
All wildfire risk reduction efforts are 
being planned collaboratively with 
Pender Island Fire Rescue to reflect 
community fire plans and priorities.  
Parks Canada is prepared to begin 
forest thinning work as early as January 
on select Gulf Islands National Park 
Reserve lands. To reduce the risk of 
wildfire spread, Parks Canada’s work 
will be focusing on forested areas 
around Roe Lake and the Magic Lake 
Estates. Work will include the removal 
of select dead trees, branches, and fine 
debris. This proven approach leaves a 
rich forest and healthy understorey intact 
while ensuring cultural and ecological 
integrity is maintained.

Parks Canada will also be conducting 
similar work on Saturna Island this 
winter. We will continue to work with 
fire service providers on Mayne and 
Sidney Islands to identify opportunities 
for collaboration in those areas as well. 
Parks Canada is pleased to collaborate 
with local fire response agencies in 
taking tangible steps toward reducing 
the risk of wildfire and improve fire 
suppression capability. Our work this 
winter represents one step in a longer 
commitment to help local communities 
become FireSmart.
To learn more about Parks Canada’s 
wildfire reduction work, please join us 
at a Parks Canada information session 
on January 9, 7 - 9 pm at the Community 
Hall or call 250-654-4000 to get in 
touch with Gulf Islands National Park 
Reserve’s Fire and Safety Specialist.
Laura  Judson

PAWS

Happy New Year from 
the PAWS Board of 

Directors! We are so lucky to 
live in a community where so 

many people care about animal welfare. 

The past year has been a busy one for 
the Pender Animal Welfare Society. Our 
activities included:
• spay and neuter assistance for feral, 

stray, and tame cats
• feral kitten socialization and adoption
• medical assistance for pets in need
• financial support to groups who care 

for domestic and wild animals in the 
Gulf Islands

• creation of a scholarship fund to pro-
vide financial assistance to Southern 
Gulf Islands students pursuing post-
secondary education in the field of 
animal studies

• support for Pender’s Food Bank and 
Santa SAC

There was a population boom of kittens 
this past summer (both feral and tame). 
PAWS directors and volunteers do their 
best to catch kittens and socialize them 
so they’re adoptable as pets, but this 
must happen around five or six weeks of 
age or the window of opportunity closes.  
PAWS will pay for the first exam, first 
vaccination, and first de-worming/flea 
treatment for feral kittens caught and 
socialized through PAWS volunteers. 
One of the conditions of adopting a 
PAWS kitten is that it will be vaccinated 
and spayed or neutered. Owning a pet 
is a responsibility that requires a certain 
level of financial responsibility from the 
owner, but no one should be excluded 
from the love and joy of having a pet 
simply for financial reasons.
PAWS will also catch feral adult cats to 
spay or neuter for release if there is an 
individual willing to provide food for 
them. However, the fragile ecosystem 
of the Pender Islands cannot handle a 
large population of feral cats without 
a detrimental effect on other animal 
populations, namely birds, snakes, 
and lizards. Therefore, PAWS is not 
prepared to release an infinite number of 
cats into the ecosystem. This is where 
agencies such as the BCSPCA, Dee’s 
Orphan Kitten Fund, and other groups 
on Vancouver Island come into the 
picture to help with adoption and re-
homing.
The best solution, of course, is 
prevention - always have your cats 
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spayed or neutered before six months 
of age and please, please, please never 
leave your pet behind when you move. 
The life expectancy and the quality of 
life for feral and stray cats is, sadly, very 
low.
Do you donate your 1% to PAWS at Tru 
Value? Thank you! The next step is to 
buy $100 Tru Value gift cards from us 
so that we can convert Spirit Dollars to 
Canadian currency and continue funding 
our programs.
This new year brings a few changes to 
PAWS. Thanks to the generosity of so 
many shoppers at Tru Value who donated 
their 1% to us, PAWS has a sizable nest 
egg which will see us through 2020. For 
that reason, PAWS will not be on the Tru 
Value Spirit Board for 2020 - but many 
other worthy community groups will 
benefit from your 1%!
There are other ways to support PAWS, 
most importantly by spaying and 
neutering your animals and also by 
buying Tru Value gift cards from us 
to convert Spirit Dollars into cash that 
supports PAWS programs (we still have 
a lot from this previous year; you can 
get them at the Vet Clinic or from Diane 
McBain).
Thank you, Pender Island, for your 
continued support of, and commitment 
to animal welfare. Feel free to contact 
Diane McBain at 629-2077 if you have 
any questions about PAWS.
Tracey  Gi l lesp ie

Pender Earth

Pender Earth Community Gathering 
January 11, 2020 at 1:30 pm at the 

Community Hall.
Pender Earth is a group of concerned 
citizens focused on projects to prepare 
Pender for climate change. The sad 
results of the most recent COP25 in 
Madrid is a reminder that we can’t wait 
for governments to take action. We need 
to take the initiative locally to make sure 
we are prepared for the changes that are 
coming our way.
Join us on January 11 at 1:30 pm at 
the Community Hall for our second 
community-wide gathering. Just like 
the first gathering, this is an opportunity 
for people who want to take action to 

grow resilience and prepare for climate 
change to meet with other like-hearted 
folks to make plans and coordinate 
efforts.
We will use the time together to celebrate 
the work that has been happening 
over the past four months and check 
in on progress of over a dozen action 
teams working on everything from 
transportation to habitat protection to 
food security. Then participants will have 
a chance to gather at “interest tables” 
including Food, Water, Transportation, 
Culture and others to talk about ideas 
for concrete, short-term projects that 
will build momentum to get even more 
done in 2020.
This gathering is for you if:

• you have an idea for project that 
builds resilience and would like some 
help,

• you are ready to roll-up your sleeves 
to address climate change and are 
looking for ways to help, or

• you want to connect with your neigh-
bours who care about climate change

We look forward to seeing you there!
Want to get involved?

Contact penderearth@gmail.com.
Lisa Baile,  Kathy Cronk, Julie 
Johnston, Ben Kadel,  Roz Kempe, 
Roland Maurice,  Deb Morri-
son, Maryanne Pare,  Peter Pare, 
Monica and Paul Petrie

Pender Island   
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care & Family 
Resource Centre

Children will listen to you when they 
feel listened to. ~ Jane Nelsen
Parents and Babes

Parents and Babes is each Monday 
morning from 9 - 11:30 am at Dragonfly. 
This is a free drop-in program for 
parents, caregivers, and their children. 
Come out and enjoy snacks, adult and 
children interactions, and the book 
lending library. Thanks to Success by 
Six and the Pender Island Child Care 
Society, this program is free.

Healthy Opportunities for 
Preschoolers (HOP)

HOP has expanded hours! It is now 
each Wednesday morning in the school 
gymnasium from 9-10:15 am and then 
10:15 - 11 am in classroom #3. Join 
facilitator Karen Parker, as she sets 
up traffic cones, plasma cars, obstacle 
courses, basketball, bean bag toss, and 
tunnels in the gym. Then follow Karen 
to classroom #3 for some quiet play 
time and/or snacks. HOP is designed for 
parents/caregivers to engage in physical 
activities with their children 1-5 years. 
Thanks to the Pender Island School and 
the CRD-Parks and Recreation, this 
program is free.
Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast

Join Sarah and Steve on Saturday, 
January 18 from 9 - 11 am for Dad n’ Me 
pancake breakfast. Kids can bring their 
dads, uncles, grandpas, or friends. This 
is a great opportunity to play with your 
kids and meet some of your children’s 
friends and their dads. Thanks to the 
Ministry of Children and Families, this 
drop in program is free.
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Dragonfly Child Care

Our dedicated ECEs provide a safe and 
enriching environment for children 
to learn, play, explore, and socialize. 
We offer child care from September to 
June. As we work in close partnership 
with the school, we are closed during 
winter and spring break and throughout 
the summer. We are currently accepting 
registration on Wednesdays and Fridays 
in our Multi-age child care program. 
Contact Sarah for more information or 
to enroll your child.
Our facility has been accepted into 
the government’s new mandate of 
making child care more affordable for 
families, with the parent reduction fee 
initiative and the affordable child care 
benefit.  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/
content/family-social-supports/caring-
for-young-children/child-care-funding/
child-care-benefit
Food Skills Program

The food skills program teaches hands-
on cooking skills and makes healthy 
eating, grocery shopping, and cooking 
easy, quick and fun. This is a great way 
to build community connections in the 
kitchen and is available to participants 
14+.
This free six-week program will be 
offered at Dragonfly Centre and the 
School kitchen on Mondays from 4 - 7 
pm beginning on January 13, 20, 27 and 
February 3, 10. On Tuesday, February 
18 we will meet at the grocery store for 
our last class.
If you would like further information 
on Dragonfly activities, you can 
contact Sarah at 629-3039 or by email 
dragonflyfamilycentre@gmail.com. Our 
website is www.dragonflycentre.ca.
Sarah Conley

Pender Island Community 
Farmland Acquisition  
Project Society
PICFAPS

Thank you to everyone 
who attended and 
contributed ideas during 
the PICFAPS Annual 
General Meeting in early 

December.  Volunteers will continue to 
reach out to other community groups 

and to the public at events like Seedy 
Saturday and the Fall Fair, sharing our 
mission of acquiring and stewarding 
agricultural land on behalf of Pender 
Island to be farmed by community 
members in perpetuity.  PICFAPS will 
also continue to maintain and store 
the Community Apple Press, Fruit 
Dehydrator, Orchard Ladders, and Pole 
Pruners for free use by community 
members, ensuring that summer and 
autumn tree fruits are preserved in time 
for winter!
PICFAPS is always seeking enthusiastic 
volunteers who can help the organization 
become more active in the coming years.  
Since the process of finding, surveying, 
and acquiring land is complex, aided by 
the equally important task of fundraising 
and membership drives, several 
opportunities to volunteer will become 
available; at present, our volunteers are 
active in educating community members 
about the importance of prioritizing a 
productive local food system, while 
planning for a bright future where 
community farming plays an active 
role in providing food to Penderites. 
We are a very friendly, laid back group 
with quarterly meetings (usually at the 
pub), where we discuss how community 
farming could address many food 
security concerns.  If you are interested 
in becoming involved in helping our 
group in any capacity moving forward, 
please contact Nancy at 629-0039 or 
penderfarmlandproject@gmail.com. 
The PICFAPS Winter eNewsletter will 
be out in the coming months, with 
a focus on the different models of 
community farming and a few examples 
of successes in BC.  Please contact 
Nancy if you would like to join our 
email list to receive the eNewsletter - 
let’s keep the conversation about local 
food security going strong into 2020!
And, as always, thank you to everyone 
for supporting PICFAPS on the Tru 
Value Spirit Board, Farmland #31.
Nancy  Kle in

Pender Island Community 
Service Society
Nu-To-Yu

All of us at the 
Nu-To-Yu and 

the Pender Island 
Community Services Society (PICSS) 
hope that you and yours had the best 
holiday season.  (I’m writing this on 
December 15, and have my fingers 
crossed that it won’t be like last year.)
A big heartfelt Thank You to everyone 
in the community who thinks of us when 
getting rid of things they no longer want 
or need, and to the people who come 
into our store and purchase these items.
And I can’t give enough thanks to the 
people who come in week after week, 
and month after month to sort these 
things, arrange them, and then work in 
the store to sell them.  Also the many 
people who take work home with them - 
to give just that little bit of extra support.  
None of this would be possible without 
all of you.  To show appreciation, in 
December there was a staff dinner at the 
Bistro at Bedwell Harbour.  The food 
and conversation were great, as were 
the door prizes and silent auction items. 
There was a Children’s Shopping on 
December 8 from 10 am - noon.  Santa 
was there, and a goody bag was given to 
each child.  Parents weren’t allowed in 
as there were elves to help the children 
choose gifts for everyone on their list.   
Hopefully they chose well and everyone 
was happy with their presents.  Hot 
chocolate was available outside for the 
parents, and they could take home the 
mug they chose to drink from.  We’d 
like feedback about the time we do the 
Santa Shopping, as we are thinking of 
moving it to 11 am - 1 pm.  We didn’t 
have as many children this year and 
were wondering if the later time would 
be better.
When Christmas and New Years are over, 
things will start getting back to normal.  
The first donation drop off and sorting 
day of the new year will be Thursday, 
January 2.  Please only drop donations 
on January 2, 7, and 9; that way they can 
be brought inside right away and not be 
wrecked by the weather.  The store will 
reopen on Friday, January 10.  This will 
give us three working days to clear out 
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all the Christmas items, and to restock 
the store.
We are going to try an experiment in 
January: on Saturdays, the basement and 
furniture room will only be open until 
1 pm.  The sales are low at that time, 
and the cold makes for uncomfortable 
working conditions.  This means 
that there will be no one there to put 
away donations, so please do not drop 
anything off after that time.
The last weekend of the month will be 
$5 bag day, which allows you to stuff 
as much clothing and linens as you 
can into a brown paper bag (excluding 
specialty shoes).  And to make it clear, 
‘last weekend’ is when both Friday 
and Saturday are in the same month; if 
Friday is the last day, and Saturday is the 
first of the new month, $5 bag days are 
the previous weekend.  So for January, 
it’s January 24 and 25.
Shei la  Veness

Pender Island   
Farmers’ Institute
2020 Fall Fair Planning   
Getting Started

It’s January, so time to get the ball 
rolling for the 2020 Fall Fair. It’s a 

great time to get involved if you have 
ideas for how to make next year’s Fair 
better than ever. Our next meeting will 
be Thursday, January 9 at 6 pm at the 
Community Hall. At that meeting, we’ll 
pick our theme and make a plan for the 
year based on last year’s model.

We will be meeting regularly on the 
second Thursday of the month at 7 pm 
at the Community Hall. Everyone is 
welcome and the more the merrier.
If you would like to get involved or 
have questions, contact Ben Kadel at 
bekadel@gmail.com.
Ben Kadel

Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR

Happy new year, 
Pender Island!  

2020 is definitely 
shaping up to be another 
exciting year.

In keeping with tradition, the PIFR 
extended family came together in 
December to celebrate the festive 
season.  Sara did a great job organizing, 
and Hoop Jam kept the young ones busy 
while they waited for Santa to arrive 
in his big red fire truck as he has done 
every year since 1972.  Santa made sure 
each youngster received a small gift to 
keep them busy until the big day.
More than 80 fire department volunteers, 
spouses, and children attended the event 
at the Community Hall.  The Young 
Violins and Denny Goertz entertained 
us.  The Goodings did a spectacular 
job preparing a tasty turkey dinner, 
and everyone went home full and 
happy.  This event provided another 
welcome opportunity for me to thank 
the volunteers and families on behalf 
of PIFR.  Maggie Macdonald thanked 

PICSS pres ident  Pam Petr ie  ( le f t )  present ing  cheque  for  $2300 to 
Terry  Shepherd ,  coordinator  o f  Santa’s  Sac
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Faith bulletin

Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road
January 5  10:00 am  St. Peter’s Holy Eucharist 
January 12 11:00 am  Hope Bay Bible Camp Ecumenical Service and luncheon
January 19 10:00 am  St. Peter’s Morning Prayer 
January 26 10:00 am   St. Peter’s  Circle Eucharist
Ellen Willingham, 629-6700 Bookings for the Parish Hall: 
Church Office: 629-3634 - Parish e-mail: admin.@pendersaturnaanglican.ca  rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome!
January 5 10.45 am John Wilton Communion Service 
January 12 11.00 am Ecumenical Service  Hope Bay Bible Camp
January 19 10.45 am John Wilton Worship Service
January 26 10.45 am George Hodgson Worship Service
• Thought for the month: Isaiah chapter 9, verse 6
• If you have any questions or requests, please contact Helen Allison, 629-3527

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services 
4705 Buccaneers Road
January 1 10:00 am  Mass with visiting priest, Msgr. Phillip Whitmore
January 5 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
January 12 11:00 am  Ecumenical Service and Luncheon at the Hope Bay Bible Camp
   4:00 pm  Mass with Father Scott
January 19 9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word and Communion with a lay presider
January 26 4:00 pm  Mass with Father Scott
• For more information, contact Mary Adele Mulligan, 629-3141 or Michael Doyle, 629-3862 - email stteresachapel@gmail.com

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)

Saturdays this month, 7:00 pm, Devotional Gathering
January 18   7:00 pm Feast of Sovereignty
• For the location of the feast on Pender Island, please contact Andrea Cribb (629-9945) or Bev Peden (250-412-2524).   
• From the writings of the Bahá’í Faith:
Look not upon the creatures of God except with the eye of kindliness and of mercy, for Our loving providence hath pervaded all 
created things, and Our grace encompassed the earth and the heavens. ~ Bahá’u’lláh

The Church at Hope Bay
Meets at the Hope Bay Bible Camp,  4302 Bedwell Harbour Road (Entrance on Hooson Road)

• Sundays at 10:30 am: Worship Service. Potluck Meal to follow on first and third Sundays.
• We are a diverse group of people who meet regularly to worship Christ and to encourage each other. Our family-friendly 

service includes contemporary music, sharing, teaching, and praying together.  Our potlucks (twice monthly) bring us together 
for fellowship, food, and friendship. All are welcome!
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direCtory

Health Services
Medical Emergency ........................................... 911
Medical Clinic ...........................................629-3233

Dr. Gerry Moore, Dr. Robyn Wiens, Dr. Bruce Rebner
Nurse Practitioner - Tracey Adams

Monday to Friday, 9 am - 12 pm and 2 - 5 pm
Please do not call clinic staff at home. If your circumstance is 
genuinely of an urgent nature that will not wait until the clinic 
reopens, call 1-800-866-5602 and ask for the “Doctor on-call 
for Pender Island.”  Your call will be returned.
Accupuncture, Bre Heffelfinger ....................... 250-886-4076 
Alcohol and Drug Counsellor, John McNally, 250-538-4849 
Audiologist, Donna Stewart ................. 778-426-4876
Chiropractor, Mark Wensley ...................... 629-9918
Community Support, Andrea Mills ............ 629-3346 
Crisis and Mental Health Counsellors
 Elizabeth Miles ................................ 250-539-0905
 Shellyse Szakacs .............................. 250-539-0949
 Ulla Rembe ...................................... 250-539-0325
Family Advancement Counsellor
 Kirsty Chalmers ............................... 250-222-0025
Dentist, Dr, Gary Sacher ............................ 629-6815
Jin Shin Do Acupressure, Mike Kenyon  250-213-3649
Lab Services, Sonya Fulawka ..................... 629-3233
Optometrist, Dr. David Schaafsma ............. 629-3233
Naturopath, Dr. Andrea Gansner ...............  604-544-7656 
Pender Island Community Nurses ............. 629-3242 
  Carolyn Cartwright-Owers and Miranda MacKenzie
Pharmacist, Christine Swan ........................ 629-6555
Public Health Nurse, Immunization, Prenatal Education
 Lois Woolley ................. 250-544-2400 or 539-3099 
Reg. Massage Therapist, Karen Mani Lang .. 629-6639 
Reg. Massage Therapist, Tru Hartwood ... 250-889-3923
Traditional Chinese Medicine ..................................                        
 Dr. Trevor Erikson ............................ 778-886-1180

Home-based Licensed Health Professionals
Reg. Physiotherapist, Mieke Truijen ..........629-9910

24 Hour Crisis Help Lines
Healthlink BC ............................................ Dial 811

Nurses 24/7, Pharmacists 5 - 8 pm, Dieticians  9 am - 5 pm
Island Women Against Violence (IWAV)

Crisis support/transition................. 1-877-435-7544
Stopping the Violence Counselling .... 250-538-5568
Women’s Outreach Counsellor ........ 1-888-537-0717

Kids’ Help Phone ............................ 1-800-668-6868
Mental Health Distress Line

Support/Information ................................310-6789
Suicide Prevention Helpline ........... 1-800-784-2433
Vancouver Island Crisis Line.......... 1-888-494-3888
Victim Link ................................... 1-800-563-0808 

Community Support Numbers 
Capital Regional District (CRD) 

Director SGI, David Howe ................ 250-216-5618 
Building Inspector ...................................629-3424
SGI Harbours, Ben Mabberley ...benmabb@telus.net 
Bylaw/Animal Control complaints  . 1-800-665-7899  
Magic Lake Water & Sewer General . 1-800-663-4425
Magic Lake Water & Sewer Emergencies 1-855-822-4426

Emergency Hydro  .......................... 1-888-769-3766
Fire Rescue (Emergencies) .................................. 911

Duty Officer is available 24/7....... 1-250-478-7770
Non-Emergency Contact Information .................  
Hall #1 and Administration ......................629-3321
Hall #2....................................................629-3325
Hall #3....................................................629-3400
Fax .........................................................629-6194
Fire Chief .............................. Cell 1-250-537-0166
Burning Permits, Fire Hall 1, 4423 Bedwell Harbour Rd 
Online at ................................... www.penderfire.ca

Hall/Meeting Room Bookings
Anglican Parish Hall ....rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
School Community Room ........................629-3711
Health Care Centre ..................................629-3326
Legion Hall .................bookings239.rcl@gmail.com
Pender Island Community Hall .................629-3669
Plum Tree Court ...............plumtreecourt@gmail.com

Home Support Services
Ask for the home support program .. 1-888-993-2299 

Islands Trust: Victoria  ................... 1-800-663-7867
NP, Deb Morrison ..... dmorrison@islandstrust.bc.ca
NP, Ben McConchie . bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Steve Wright .......... stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Cameron Thorn .........cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca

Member of Parliament
Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May….1-800-667-9188

Ministry for Children and Families.... 250-952-6062
Toll free ........................................ 1-866-823-5857
Help Line for Children anywhere in BC  ...310-1234

Pender Island Emergency Program
Emergency Coordinator - Pat Haugh .........629-9991
ESS - Barbara Tarris ................................629-3052

Pender Island Public Cemetery  ....................629-3727
Pender Island Veterinary Clinic  ...............629-9909
Poison Control Centre ..................... 1-800-567-8911
RCMP, Outer Gulf Islands (non-emergency) .. 629-6171
 Crimestoppers .................. 1-800-665-TIPS (8477)
 Victim Services ......................................629-6531
Rescue

Marine & Aircraft distress ............. 1-800-567-5111
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC)

Search and Rescue (Land) Emergency  ............. 911
School Trustee, Greg Lucas ............ glucas@sd64.org
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deCember

31 Tue 4:30 pm Lantern Parade forms at Danny Martin Ballpark ....................................................................................... 40
  5:00 pm Magic Lake Lantern Festival north end of Magic Lake

January

1 Wed 9:00 am Food Bank open Wednesdays to 11 am, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall* .................................. 38
  10:00 am Women’s Walking Group will meet again on January 15
  11:30 pm Lions Annual Polar Bear Swim, Port Browning ........................................................................................ 41
  2:00 pm MYI Preregistration deadline ..................................................................................................................... 39
2 Thu 10:00 am Recycling Depot, Winter Hours: Thursday, Saturday, and Tuesday, 10 am - 3 pm* ................................. 44
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu store closed, open for drop off only (also on 7, 9) .................................................................... 30
  1:00 pm Library Tech Tutor, a new free, on-on-one 30 minute sesion with a Libry Technician ............................. 42
  5:00 pm Registration deadline for Singing for Joy starting Jan. 9, www.ptarmiganarts.org/register ...................... 19
  5:00 pm Registration deadline for Pinata Making Workshop on Jan. 10, www.ptarmiganarts.org/register ............ 19
  5:30 pm Legion Meat Draw, every Thursday and Euchre at 4 pm except December 26, Legion* ................... 47, 63
3 Fri 10:00 am Community Café to 1:30 pm, Community Hall* ....................................................................................... 37
  10:00 am Makers Meetup Drop-in, Community Hall* .................................................................................. 37, 39, 44 
  11:00 am Repair, Tech, and Health Tables every Friday, Community Hall* ............................................................. 37
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by Hazell Udy, Community Hall ........................................ 19, 37
  6:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Old Country Ham with sweet potato mash and veggies, Legion .......... 47, 63
  7:30 pm Kracken Theatre presents Ad Astra, see ad for the January listings, Bistro Port Browning ........................ 6
4 Sat 9:00 am Christmas Bird Count for Kids;. RSVP to penderislandcbc4kids@gmail.com, Slow Coast Coffee ..... 6, 49
  10:00 am PIRAHA Winter Market to 1:30 pm, Community Hall* ..................................................................... 37, 44
  10:00 am Graffiti Gratitude Day at the Market to 1 pm, Community Hall ................................................................ 44  
  1:15 pm Moving Around Pender meeting, Community Hall ................................................................................... 26
  4:00 pm Legion Meat Draw, every Saturday, Legion Hall* .................................................................................... 47
5 Sun 8:30 am Pender Pacers run every Sunday, call Herb for details, 629-3205*
  10:00 am Badminton meets every Sunday, 10 am - 12 pm, School*
  7:00 pm Speakeasy, Legion ...................................................................................................................................... 47
6 Mon 9:00 am Parents and Babes runs until 11:30 am, (also on 13, 20, 27), Dragonfly Centre ....................................... 29  
  1:00 pm PIAS presents Copying the Masters with Malcolm Armstrong, to 4 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ............... 13
  7:30 pm Badminton meets every Tuesday, 7:30 - 10 pm, School Gym, Peter Taylor, 629-3375*
7 Tue 9:45 am MYI: Moderate Yoga with Ella to 10:45 am, Community Hall* ......................................................... 37, 39
  10:00 am Epicentre drop in for young members and home learners to 11 am .......................................................... 20
  11:15 am MYI: Gentle Chair Yoga with Ella to 12:15 pm, Community Hall* ................................................... 37, 39
  12:30 am MYI: Moderate Yoga for Men with Les to 1:30 pm, Community Hall* ............................................. 37, 39
8 Wed 9:00 am HOP runs until 11, (also on 15, 22, 29), School gym/Classroom #3 ......................................................... 29
  11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, Basics of Photo Processing to 1 pm, CRC ................................................... 4, 47
  12:00 pm Seniors Luncheon for 55+, Anglican Parish Hall* .................................................................................... 39
  1:30 pm Carpet Bowling to 3:30 pm every Wednesday, Community Hall* ............................................................ 44
  2:00 pm Socrates Cafe meets every Wednesday to 4 pm, Legion* .......................................................................... 47
  4:00 pm Ukulele Strum-A-Long to 5pm. Hope Bay Studio, also on Jan 15, $5 drop in* ....................................... 19
9 Thu 9:45 am MYI: Moderate Exercise: Circus Arts to 10:45 am, Community Hall* .............................................. 37, 39
  11:15 am MYI: Intermediate Exercise: Moving Eazy to 12:15 pm, Community Hall* ...................................... 37, 39
  1:00 pm Garden Club, Trevor Erikson on Building A Garden From The Ground Up, Anglican Parish Hall .......... 49
  1:30 pm Singing for Joy with Mary Reher to 2:30 pm, $45 for six week session, Community Hall* .................... 18
  2:00 pm Stroke Support Group, the second Thursday of every month to 3:30 pm, Clinic meeting room .............. 19
  6:00 pm Fall Fair Planning Committee meeting, Community Hall ......................................................................... 31
  7:00 pm Parks Canada FireSmart information session to 9 pm, Community Hall .................................................. 28 
10 Fri  Otters Swim Club Winter/Spring programming to April 24, 2020, Panorama Pool .................................. 49
  10:00 am Pinata Making Workshop with Meaghan Kennedy to 12 pm. All ages, $30 includes materials ... 18, 37, 44
  10:00 am Nu-To-Yu opens for regular business on Friday and Saturday until 4 pm* ............................................... 30
  10:00 am First Aid Friday, the second Friday of every month, to 11 am, Community Hall .......................... 19, 37, 44
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by Cock on a Mountaintop, Community Hall .............. 19, 37, 39
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Calendar Continued

*indicates an event or activity which is scheduled weekly or for more than one day

  1:00 pm Computer Savvy Seniors, A Class in Apple Apps to 3 pm, CRC ................................................................ 4
  3:00 pm Free Introductory Self Management Presentation, 629-6639, Clinic Meeting Room ............................... 31
  6:00 pm Legion Burger Night, beef, salmon, chicken, or veggie burger, potato salad, or chips, Legion .......... 47, 63
11 Sat 10:00 am Pajama Day at the Market to 1 pm, Community Hall ....................................................................................
  11:00 am  Lego Club for Kids at the Library, free drop-in, 11 am - noon
  1:30 pm Pender Earth Community Resilience and Climate Action to 3:30 pm, Community Hall .................... 22, 29
12 Sun 11:00 am 29th Annual Pender Island Ecumenical Service and Luncheon, Hope Bay Bible Camp........................ 6, 32
13 Mon 9:30 am Pender Island Quilters’ Circle meets, Anglican Parish Hall ...................................................................... 16
  4:00 pm Food Skills runs until 7 pm, (also on 20, 27 Feb. 3, 10, 18), School kitchen/Dragonfly ........................... 30
  6:00 pm Community Choir registration for the spring session, Community Hall ................................................... 14
  7:00 pm Photo Club meets second Monday of the month, School .......................................................................... 15
14 Tue 5:30 pm Youth 1 Choir registration; Youth 2 Performance Choir 5:30 pm, Anglican Parish Hall .......................... 14
15 Wed 9:30 am PIFN 3rd Wednesday Walk, location TBD, check the PIFN website or Facebook in the new year ........... 49
  11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, Basics of Google Drive to 1 pm, CRC ............................................................... 4
  4:00 pm Pender Island Reconciliation Circle to 6 pm, Anglican Parish Hall ............................................................ 6
  7:30 pm Dance with PIJazz, Community Hall ......................................................................................................... 16
16 Thu 12:30 pm 55+ Take a Break- Games & Sundaes, email andrea@penderislandhealth.ca to RSVP .................... 37, 39
  7:00 pm PIRAHA Board Meeting, Community Hall
17 Fri 9:00 am Pender Island Parks and Recreation meeting to 12 pm, open to the public, Plum Tree Court .................. 42
  10:00 am Pender Post Directors meet, Community Hall upstairs
  10:00 am Foot Care Clinic with Larissa Shumuk to 12 pm, Community Hall .......................................................... 39
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by Lester Quitzau, Community Hall ............................ 19, 37, 39
  6:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Barb Pender’s Special Curried Chicken, Legion ................................... 47, 63
  7:00 pm PIFN presents a narrated video Kenya Safari: The Lure of Africa, Community Hall ......................... 37, 49
18 Sat 9:00 am Dad n’ me pancake breakfast until 11 am, Dragonfly Centre .................................................................... 29
  9:00 am Scrapbooking to 9 pm, Sun. 9 am - 9 pm, Register with Angie Gray, gray5@shaw.ca, Legion ......... 47, 63
  10:00 am Colouring Day at the Market to 1 pm, Community Hall ........................................................................... 44
  1:30 pm BINGO at the Legion, Come Win The Jackpot, Legion Hall .................................................................... 47
  7:00 pm Youth Night for Grades 4-7 to 9 pm, Epicentre ......................................................................................... 21
19 Sun 10:00 am Junior Sailing Association AGM, Community Hall Lounge ....................................................................... 7
20 Mon 1:00 pm PIAS presents Kim Van Steenburgen, alcohol inks, to 4 pm, Anglican Parish Hall .................................. 13
22 Wed 11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, How to take a Video with your Smartphone to 1 pm, CRC ............................... 4
24 Fri 1:00 pm Computer Savvy Seniors, A Class in Windows Apps to 3 pm, CRC ........................................................... 4
  10:45 am Talk Table: Poetry and Politics, Community Hall ................................................................................ 37, 49
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by John Palmer, Community Hall ................................ 19, 37, 39
  1:00 pm 6-Week Chronic Conditions Self Management Program, Clinic Meeting Room ...................................... 31
  6:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, John Pender’s Roast Beef with all the trimmings, Legion .................... 47, 63
  7:00 pm Pender Young Violins Fundraiser to 10 pm, Winter Dance with Daniel Lapp & Adam Dobres ......... 18, 37
25 Sat 10:00 am Trivia Day at the Market to 1 pm, Community Hall .................................................................................. 44
  5:00 pm Robbie Burns Night, cocktails at 5 pm and dinner at 6 pm, Community Hall .............................. 13, 37, 65
  7:00 pm Teen Night for Grades 7+ to 9 pm, Epicentre ............................................................................................ 21
28 Tue 1:00 pm Newcomers & Friends, Health Centre Tour then café visit, Health Centre ............................................... 48
29 Wed 11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, Tips & Shortcuts for Mac Users with Tim Frick, CRC ...................................... 4
30 Thu 5:30 pm Registration deadline for Beginner Hip Hop starting Feb. 5, www.ptarmiganarts.org/register ................. 19
31 Fri 10:30 am Ping Pong Fun, Community Hall ............................................................................................................... 37
  12:00 pm PIHCS Soup Luncheon with Live Music by PI Traditional Jazz, Community Hall ............................ 37, 39
  6:00 pm Legion Friday Night Dinner, Steak night, Legion ............................................................................... 47, 63
  7:30 pm Film: Stockholm, Community Hall ...................................................................................................... 37, 44

advanCe notiCes For February

5 Wed 11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, Introduction to Microsoft Excel to 1 pm, CRC .................................................. 4  
  5:30 pm Beginner Hip Hop to 6:30 pm, running until March .................................................................................. 18
7 Fri 1:00 pm Computer Savvy Seniors, Buying a Computer to 3 pm, CRC ..................................................................... 4
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9 Sun 3:00 pm Concert Society presents The Bergmann Piano Duo, School .................................................................... 14
12 Wed 11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, Power Point for Beginners to 1 pm, CRC .......................................................... 4
16 Sun 2:00 pm Museum Society welcomes historian Brian Smallshaw ............................................................................ 41
19 Wed 11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, How to Present Your Photos to 1 pm, CRC ....................................................... 4
26 Wed 11:00 am Computer Savvy Seniors, Android Smart Phone and Tablet Basics to 1 pm, CRC ..................................... 4
29 Sat 7:00 pm ZOO-isLANDER Fashion Show doors open at 6:45 pm. @zooislander, Community Hall ........................ 7

Community aCtivities and ContaCts

Al-Anon Family Group .........................................................................Monday, Pender Island Community Church, 250-383-4020
Alcoholics Anonymous ....................... Monday 12 pm and Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday, 7:30 pm, Plum Tree Court, 629-3205
Art Society .....Usually the first and third Monday of the month, Anglican Parish Hall, 1-4 pm, Brenda Sledzinski, 778-677-0175
Badminton .......................................................... Tuesday 8 - 10 pm, Sunday, 10 am - 12 pm, School gym, Peter Taylor, 629-3375 
Bridge ....................................................................................................Contact Gail Jamieson, 629-6228 or May Ready, 629-3316
Canadian Power & Sail, Pender Island Squadron .........................................................................................David Kirsop, 629 6846
Chamber of Commerce .................................................................................................................................................250-999-6371
Community Choir .............................................................................................................................Graham Garlick, 250-222-8733
Community Support/Volunteer Program ......................................................................................................Andrea Mills, 629-3346
Conservancy Association ............................................................................................................................ Graham Boffey, 629-099
Epicentre ................... Daily for members, workshops, and activities for members and non-members, Tina Christensen, 629-3045
Farmers’ Institute ...................................................................................................................................Barbara Grimmer, 629-3819
Farmland Acquisition Project ..................................................................................................... Matilda te Hennepe, 250-537-7707
Field Naturalists ............................................................................................................................................ Bob Vergette, 629-3820
Food Bank .........................Every Wednesday from 9 to 11 am, upstairs of the Anglican Parish Hall, Barb MacPherson, 629-6052
Garden Club ................................................... Second Thursday of the month, 1 pm, Parish Hall, Leeanne Mueller, 778-977-6937
Health Care Society ....................Third Monday of the month, 10 am Health Care Meeting Room, Marion Alksne, 250-222-0457 
Library .........................................................................Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm, 629-3722
Lions Club ........................................................................................... First Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, Dave Dryer, 629-6012
Lunch Bunch (Newcomers’ Graduates) .......................................................................................................... Val Butcher, 629-6621
Magic Lake Property Owners’ Society ........................Second Monday of the month, 4 pm, School, Kathy Gilbert, 250-539-0772
Moving Around Pender ........................................ First Saturday of the month, 1:15 pm, Community Hall, Niall Parker, 629-6936
Museum Society ..................................................................................................................................Simone Marler, 250-217-0823
Nu-To-Yu ..................................................................................................................................... Friday and Saturday 10 am - 4 pm
Otters Swim Club ................................................President Helen Lemon-Moore, penderottersswimclub@gmail.com or 629-2020
Parent Advisory Council ............................................................................................................................Jenn Kaila, 250-885-1719
Parks and Recreation Commission ...................................Third Friday of the month, 9 am, Plum Tree Court, Tom Bell, 629-3160
Pender Highlanders Pipeband .........................Monday, 6:30 pm beginners, 7 pm band, Anglican Hall, Larry Dempster, 629-6218
Pender Island Trust Protection Society ...............................................................................................Peter Easthope, 360-639-0202
Pender Pacers Running Group .................................................. Meets every Sunday, call for place and time, Herb Katz, 629-3205 
Pender Photo Club .............................................................................. Second Monday of the month, Hans Tammemagi, 629-2029
Pender Solstice Theatre Society .............................................................................................................. Keith Smith, 250-891-5267 
PIJazz - Community Jazz Band ............................................................................... Rehearsals Tuesday, School, 6:30 pm, 629-938
Ptarmigan Arts .......................................................................................................................................................... 1-866-859-0634
Quilters’ Circle ........................................Second Monday of the month, 9:30 am, Anglican Parish Hall, Cindy Hultsch, 629-6091
Recreation and Agricultural Hall Association (PIRAHA) ...................... Board meets every second month, see calendar, 629-3669
Recycling Depot ......................................................................Winter Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 10-3 pm, 629-6962
Soccer Club ...................................................................... Fridays 5:30 pm, soccer at school field/gym. All welcome, 14 yrs+, free
South Pender Historical Society .......................................................................................................Sandra Johnson, 250-812-9776
Tai Chi ...................................................................... Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays: contact Ken, 629-8332 or Kali, 629-3848
Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue - RCM-SAR Station 20 ............................................ Elizabeth Wilkes, 250-538-8083
Southern Gulf Islands Community Resorce Centre ...........Open Monday, Wednesday, or Friday between 10 am - 2 pm, 629-3665
Volleyball, Adult Recreational ..........................................................................................................7:30 pm every Monday, School 
Walking Group “Let’s Go Walking” ....................... Meets every Monday and Friday, 9:25 am, St. Peter’s, Carol Davis, 629-9959 
Yacht Club .......................................................................................................................................................Tom Caston, 629-6477

advanCe notiCes Continued
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them on behalf of the Board of Directors 
and the community.
Also, on the same day in the morning, 
our volunteers raised almost $1,500 at 
the Driftwood Centre for Santa Sac.  
Thanks to all who contributed.
PIFR will be experiencing noteworthy 
changes in 2020.  Sara Miles is leaving 
us to pursue new opportunities and 
spend more time with her growing 
family.  Anna Starke is joining the team 
as our new administrator.
And, for those of you who don’t know, 
I will be retiring in April.  This has 
been a bittersweet decision on my 
part, but a decision being made at the 
right time.  While PIFR has been my 
passion and joy over the 32-plus years 
I have served, it has also taken a lot 
of time from my family.  I am looking 
forward to spending quality time with 
all my family, including my four rapidly 
growing grandsons.
Most of all, I will miss the tremendous 
people and great acts of kindness and 
care that I witness daily at PIFR.  We 
have a fantastic team of dedicated and 
talented responders who do a great job 

looking after our community.  They 
are supported by a skilled and caring 
Board, management team, and support 
volunteers who provide the level of 
security and safety we all trust and 
respect.  I know your PIFPS Board of 
Directors will ensure you enjoy that 
same level of protection long into the 
future.
It has been a great honour and privilege 
to serve this community and the 
people who have so diligently and 
professionally provided selfless service.  
They are an extraordinary group and I 
would encourage anyone who can do so 
to join and help out.  I know you will 
find it to be an experience well worth the 
commitment.
This month, let’s keep fire safety top of 
mind.  Christmas trees cause more than 
200 home fires, 10 deaths and more 
than $17 million in property damage 
annually in the US and Canada.  Please 
be extremely careful when you get rid 
of that dry tree.  They burn explosively 
in less than 15 seconds and can ignite 
your clothes and other items within 
eight metres.  Chipping is the safest and 
most environmentally friendly method 

of disposal.
January is the season for windstorms 
and downed power lines.  Some Pender 
Island residents continue to play a 
deadly game of chance with downed 
power lines.  Just because a hydro 
line is down does not mean it is dead; 
it can still be energized, become re-
energized through automatic switching 
or generator connections, and radiate 
electrical energy many metres through 
the ground.  You do not want to be there 
when that happens.  The consequences 
can be lethal.  Never approach a downed 
line; stay back at least 10 metres, and 
call 911 from a safe distance.
Space heaters and extension cords 
cause many house fires every year.  Do 
not hide cords under carpets.  Ensure 
they are designed for the connected 
load.  Regularly check cord ends and 
make sure they remain cool when in 
use.  If they are warm, they are a fire 
hazard.  Keep heaters one metre from 
combustibles and unplugged when you 
are not in the room.  Most importantly, 
check your smoke alarms and make sure 
they work.  They can save your life.
As of December 16, 2019, PIFR had 
responded to 236 calls for services.
Charl ie  Boyte ,  F ire  Chie f

Pender Island Food Bank

During the month of December, the 
Food Bank received three donations 

which we wish to acknowledge.  The 
craft fair at the Anglican Parish Hall 
raised $85 through donations for the 
purchase of coffee/tea and cookies.  
Marty and Christine Swan, owners of the 
Pender Island Pharmacy, donated $500.  
The employees of BC Ferries gave us 
the outstanding amount of $1715 as 
well as donating an equal amount to the 
Mayne Island food bank.   Thank you to 
all three of these groups for donations 
at the time of year when food is such an 
important part of the celebration of the 
season.
And as we begin a new year, we 
wish to acknowledge the groups and 
associations which support us on a 
regular basis throughout each year.  
These groups include the Community 
Church, the Anglican Church, Raven 
Rock, Dr. Gary Sacher, P.A.W.S., Pender 
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Island Pharmacy, Pender Island Lions 
Club, Pender Island Legion, Pender 
Island Fire Rescue, Tru Value Foods, 
and all the individuals who contribute to 
the Spirit Board at the store.  We thank 
these groups for their help in the past 
year and look forward to working with 
them again this year.
The Food Bank is open every Wednesday 
morning from 9 - 11 am, upstairs at back 
of Anglican Parish Hall. 
Shir ley  Ar thur

Pender Island   
Health Care Society
Community Support Programs

To practice five things under all 
circumstances constitutes perfect virtue; 
these five are gravity, generosity of soul, 
sincerity, earnestness, and kindness. ~ 
Confucius
Maintain Your Independence

Tuesdays January 7 - February 
25 at the Community Hall

9:45 am Moderate Yoga with Ella
11:15 am Gentle Chair Yoga with Ella
12:30 pm Moderate Yoga for Men with 
Les
Thursdays January 9 - February 
27 at the Community Hall

9:45 am Moderate Exercise - Circus 
Arts with Janet
11:15 am Intermediate Exercise Moving 
Eazy with Mani by donation
To register email andrea@
penderislandhealth.ca or call 629-3346 
and leave a message.  The $40 pre-
registration deadline is January 1 at 2 
pm.  After this the cost will be $45 for the 
full session or $7 to drop in.  If the cost 
poses a hardship, contact Community 
Support for assistance; many thanks to 
the CRD/Pender Parks and Recreation 
Commission for its financial support of 
the MYI programs.
Take A Break!

Thursday January 16, 55+ Take A Break 
will be getting together to play games 
(exergames, ping pong, board games) 
and eat ice cream sundaes.  For more 
information about this or to register for 
this or one of our many other outings 
and activities, please email andrea@

penderislandhealth.ca or leave a 
message at 629-3346.  Many thanks to 
the Pender Island Lions Club for their 
financial support of the Take A Break 
program.
Community Lunch Makers Group

January 3 at 10 am join the Maker’s 
Group tables for our usual handicrafts; 
all are welcome. No artistic or previous 
experience needed.  Please bring a 
project or supplies to work with.
Caregivers Support

Having a life limiting diagnosis, or 
supporting someone with a life limiting 
condition, can be incredibly demanding.  
People in this situation experience a 
variety of feelings and the demands can 
make it difficult to maintain self-care, 
stay in touch with friends and family, 
and can lead to loneliness, isolation, and 
depression.  If you are a caregiver or have 
a friend or loved one who is beginning 
to need extra assistance, please contact 
the facilitator, Christine pendercare@
gmail.com.  You can meet or talk one 
on one or be part of group meetings of 
your peers. For more information about 
programs and services for caregivers, go 
to www.familycaregiversbc.ca/.
Foot Care Information Clinic 
with Larissa Shumuk

Your feet are the starting point of a 
healthy lifestyle which people don’t 
usually notice until something goes 
wrong.  Learn some of the ins and outs 
of good foot care, what to expect if you 
go to a podiatrist or foot care nurse, and 
have a quick assessment. Larissa (a nurse 
with foot care training) will be available 
for all your questions January 17 from 
10 am - 12 pm at the Community Hall.

Health Centre Food Programs

55+ Luncheon

A delicious lunch and great 
companionship at the Anglican Parish 
Hall every Wednesday at noon; if you 
are new to this group please call Nora 
at 629-3845 to ensure space.  Cost is 
$10; if the cost poses a hardship, contact 
Community Support for assistance.
Friday Community Gathering 
Soup Lunch

The Community Gathering is a casual 
drop in lunch for all ages. 10:30 am - 
1 pm, stop in for the café, live music, 
soup lunch and weekly activities almost 
every Friday at the Community Hall.  
Lunch is pay what you can, but the 
suggested donation is $6.  Soup to go is 
$8 a bag for a generous portion or bring 
your own container for $7.
Meals on Wheels or   
Frozen Meal Pickup

Hot or frozen meals delivered to you 
every week.  Criteria apply to qualify 
for Meals on Wheels.  Don’t qualify or 
feel you need delivery?  Pick up frozen 
meals from our provider at The Pender 
Store at Medicine Beach.
Volunteers Needed

Volunteer Drivers - needed

This is a great opportunity for people 
who love to drive, chat a bit and go off-
island once in a while.  As a volunteer 
you will receive emails or phone calls 
about upcoming trips.  If you are 
available, you’ll be matched up with 
the person needing a ride. Drivers can 
receive a Charitable Tax Receipt for 
their mileage and either a Charitable Tax 
Receipt or a set amount of money for a 
snack or meal reimbursements.  
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B & B

By the Sea
Bed & BBQ Grill
South Pender Island, BC

Judith Allen

250-665-4900
480-510-0993 (cell)

JoyalenBouviers@hotmail.com

www.joyalenbouviers.com/
BBPenderIsland/BBPender.html

Volunteer Friendly Visitors

This is a great opportunity for people 
who would like to build a relationship 
with an interesting elder.  Friendly 
Visitors are matched with an elder senior 
who is isolated or mainly home bound, 
visit them at their home, chat over a cup 
of tea, watch a movie together, play a 
game or go out together.  You never 
know, perhaps you will find the friend 
or mentor you never knew you needed!  
Email communitysupport@shaw.ca.
Community Lunch Volunteers

If you are interested in being a kitchen 
helper or an occasional soup creator, 
please email community_gathering@
outlook.com, Kathy can also be reached 
in person at the many of the Friday 
Community Gatherings
Activity Leaders

Would you like to get out and share your 
skills and passion, we are looking for 
volunteers who are interested in helping 
with such activities as Men’s Shed 
Coordinator, Craft Leader, Carving 
Leader, Walking Group Leader, and other 
activities.  What excites you? Let’s talk!  
Email andrea@penderislandhealth.ca.

Act of Kindness

When a community decides to come 
together it can move mountains.  Or in 
this case, a mountain of books.  Last 
year October Books, a social not-for-
profit cooperative neighbourhood 
bookshop which seeks to promote a fair 
and equal society, sent out a request to 
their community in southern England: 
“Care to lend a hand?  Volunteers 
needed for heavy manual work.  Help 
lift and carry thousands upon thousands 
of books.”  The appeal came after a rent 
increase forced the organization from its 
old shop and into a building about 500 
feet away.  They got much more than a 
few helping hands, they got hundreds.  
A human chain formed from the old 
stockroom, snaking past 54 doors to 
the new building.  The shop stopped 
counting after about 250 people showed 
up.  Hand-to-hand, the chain of people 
passed thousands of books over a few 
hours.  One of the staff said, “It was very 
moving, the regular volunteers and staff 
were all getting choked up about how 
members of the community had leapt to 
help out.  We’ve got a lot of good will in 
our community.”
Andrea  Mi l l s

Pender Island Lions Club

December was a 
very busy month 

for the Pender Island 
Lions Club.
Membership

District Governor Cec Specht inducted 
two new members to the club in 
November; we welcome John Pollard 
and Marcus England as new Lion 
members.   
Pender Island Lions Phone Book

Thank you to all who have purchased 
advertising in this year’s phone book - 
this is the largest fundraiser for the Lions 
Club and proceeds are spent on many 
deserving projects on the island. Watch 
for the announcement next month about 
a major purchase for the medical clinic 
by the Lions Club!
Lion’s Santa Ship

For the 73rd year, the Santa Ship arrived 
on Pender and a great day was had 
by hundreds of people! Santa, Mrs. 
Claus, elves, and pirates visited 103 
children this year and the elves gave 
out gifts and treats to all. Thank you 
to Pender Chocolates for supplying the 
hot chocolate, Gather for opening to 
provide soup, and Dockside Realty for 

The Lions  Santa  Ship  chor is ters
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hosting Evan’s Train. To date, $1050 
has been donated by those visiting the 
train and Santa, which will be divided 
between the Santa Ship and Santa’s Sac. 
Santa is very happy.  
Upcoming Events

Polar Bear Swim

The Annual Polar Bear Swim takes place 
on January 1 at Port Browning with 
registration starting at 11:30 am and the 
swim at 1 pm. Costumes encouraged - 
great prizes! Come enjoy the Lions Club 
hot dogs, Pender Highlanders, an old-
fashioned bonfire, and hot chocolate, or 
maybe a Polar Bear coffee in the Pub. 
It’s a great way to start the New Year.
Meetings

The Lions Club meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 7 pm in the 
meeting room at the Medical Clinic. 
We welcome all who would like to help 
make a difference to the Pender Island 
Community and in the lives of others 
around the world. We really need new 
members so that the Lions Club can 
continue to be a viable service club on 
Pender Island. For more information, 
call Dave Dryer at 629-6012 and visit 
www.lionsclubs.org. Together We Serve.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from your PI Lions Club!
Terry  Shepherd ,  Secre tary

Pender Island   
Museum Society

We don’t often 
w i t n e s s 

miracles at the 
Pender Islands 

Museum, but during our Christmas 
event, we heard visitors exclaim, “I 
can see!” We weren’t curing blindness, 
but our new track lighting sure made 
everything more visible.
New lighting has been on the museum’s 
wish list for some years and getting 
it done was a community effort. The 
museum earmarked $500 from the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 239 towards 
the project, supplemented by $1,000 
from the Shell Canada Community 
Service Fund (CSF). The CSF awards 
grants to employees/retirees who put 
in at least 100 hours of volunteer time 
annually. (Simone Marler has been the 

recipient, three years running.) Those 
grants covered most of the required 
supplies, which Pine Lighting in 
Victoria supplied at a discount.
The museum funded the installation. 
As Jamieson Electric’s Mike Jamieson 
and Aaron Dennis worked, we heard 
stories of their adventures at Roesland 
when they were kids. Such a pleasure 
to have a project that not only improves 
the visitor experience and reduces our 
energy costs, but also involved the 
community.
The end of December brought to a close 
the museum’s successful “Behind the 
Scenes” exhibition at the Pender Island 
Library. During November-December, 
the library was home to 20 paintings and 
pictures, each with its own backstory. 
We don’t have the right kind of space 
at the museum to display most of these 
pieces so it was great to partner with the 
library in this way. The exhibit kept our 
heritage in front of the community at a 
time of year when the museum is closed.
As we look ahead to February, we’re 
planning our annual general meeting. 
More to come next month but mark your 
calendar now for Sunday, February 16 at 

2 pm when we welcome historian Brian 
Smallshaw to Pender. He’ll relate the 
story of the Japanese on the Gulf Islands 
with reference to what we know about 
their presence on Pender. Plus a few 
things we’ve discovered only recently.
The annual meeting is also when we 
ask you to support the museum society 
with a $10 individual or $15 family 
membership. When we apply for grants, 
having a solid base of community 
support is crucial to getting grants.
Keeping our museum alive and well 
also relies on volunteers, especially 
those willing to serve in leadership. 
We’re currently looking to fill two 
key positions: Volunteer Coordinator 
and Special Event Coordinator. As 
always, we also welcome those who 
wish to volunteer as hosts. Many board 
members start out sharing their love 
of local history with visitors for a few 
hours on weekends. If you have an 
interest in learning more about these 
roles, please get in touch with me 
(Simone Marler) at 250-217-0823 or via 
email at themarlers@me.com.
Simone  Marler
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Adam Olsen MLA
Saanich North & the Islands

Thank you for
the opportunity
to serve you in 
the legislature.

I love the work that I do. 
It fires me up every day! 
WWe are in that chamber 
with integrity, standing 
up for what matters to us, 
and staying true to our values.  

Pender Island Parks and 
Recreation Commission
PIPRC

Here’s wishing a 
successful and 

satisfying New Year to 
all Penderites!
The period closing out the old year was 
quiet with no major undertakings or 
issues to report. A major goal of PIPRC 
is to help Penderites enjoy our glorious 
island by providing and maintaining 
more than 81 parks, trails, and ocean 
accesses. Another responsibility is to 
manage the annual CRD Recreation 
funding to non-profit organizations on 
Pender Island. There are, of course, 
many related problems and issues that 
arise.
If you want to contribute to these tasks, 
which comprise many exciting projects, 
PIPRC welcomes you with open arms. 
The Commission has vacancies for 
two new commissioners starting this 
month. If you have energy, enthusiasm 
and creativity, please apply for one of 
these volunteer positions by sending 
a statement of interest and brief bio 

to penderparks@crd.bc.ca. We are 
currently embarked on developing a 
strategic plan and are considering some 
surprising new trails and special-purpose 
parks. Your ideas and involvement could 
help shape these plans.
Please report any problems with our 
trails and facilities and/or provide your 
input to how the Commission should 
proceed by contacting a commissioner, 
sending an email to penderparks@crd.
bc.ca or by attending one of our monthly 
meetings, which are open to the public 
every third Friday from 9 am to 12 noon 
at Plum Tree Court meeting room.
Hans  Tammemagi

Pender Island   
Public Library
New Tech Tutor sessions

Need help with 
downloading 

eBooks or audio-
books? The Library 

is launching a new service to provide 
free, 30-mins., one-on-one sessions with 
our Library Technician. Help will be of-
fered on how to download free eBooks, 
audiobooks, and eMagazines; how to 
request interlibrary loan items; how 
to start using the Library’s online pro-
grams such as language learning; tips 
for online safety; help with email ac-
counts; help setting up that new tablet/
phone you received for Christmas, and 
more. The Tech Tutor sessions will be 
available in the Library every Thursday 
afternoon from 1 - 3 pm, by appoint-
ment. Drop-ins will be taken if there are 
no appointments. Sign up by calling the 

Danny Mart in  basebal l  park ,  photo  by  Hans  Tammemagi
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library at 629-3722, or in person. For 
your session, bring your device, power 
cord, and your login/password info that 
may be required. Join our Library Tech-
nician Colette to take advantage of this 
new service and explore the library’s 
online services!
New Kids’ Books in French

We have added 35 brand new kids’ 
books in French to our small but vibrant 
French book collection. Parents may 
enjoy reading these stories to kids/
grandkids, and there are easy chapter 
books for young readers. Many of the 
titles are by Canadian authors and have 
local themes.
Art in the Library

This month, local quilter Laura Vilness 
will exhibit a variety of her handmade 
quilts. Laura has included a short 
narrative on her pattern preferences and 
what has influenced her choices. She 
gravitates towards traditional North 
American patterns (Mennonite, eastern 
Canada and U.S.) - come by and be 
inspired for your next quilt. If you would 
like to exhibit your art in the library, we 
are now taking applications for 2020 and 
are seeking local artists who have not 
yet exhibited in our space. Each exhibit 
is for a 2-month period, and pieces need 
to be hung. Drop by with questions and 
an application form, and we encourage 
you to show the community your talent!
Library Trustees

Are you interested in serving on the 
Library Board as a Trustee? We are 
seeking community members who are 
strong supporters of public libraries 
and recognize the role of a library in 
small communities. Libraries are about 
so much more than books - consider 
joining our team of dedicated Trustees 
who govern, set strategic plans, and 
enjoy an atmosphere of camaraderie 
while working with staff and volunteers. 
Have questions? See Carmen at the 
library, pick up an application form, or 
visit the library website section “About 
Us” for more info.
New Books in the Library

Young Adult

Stepsister by Jennifer Donnelly, We 
Hunt the Flame by Hafsah Faizal, and 
Spontaneous by Aaron Starmer.

Adult Fiction

The Confession Club by Elizabeth Berg, 
They Will Drown in Their Mothers’ Tears 
by Johannes Anyuru, The Peppermint 
Tea Chronicles by Alexander McCall 
Smith, The Sacrament by Ólafur Jóhann 
Ólafsson, and Just Watch Me by Jeffry 
P. Lindsay.
Adult Mysteries

The Murder Of Harriet Monckton by 
Elizabeth Haynes, A Minute to Midnight 
by David Baldacci, Winter Grave by 
Helene Tursten, Beating About the Bush 
by M. C. Beaton, and Genesis by Robin 
Cook.
Adult Non-Fiction

Scotty: A Hockey Life Like No Other 
by Ken Dryden, The Survival Guide 
to British Columbia by Ian Ferguson, 
The Moment Of Lift: How Empowering 
Women Changes The World by 
Melinda Gates, Picking Up the Pieces: 
Residential School Memories And 
the Making Of the Witness Blanket by 
Carey Newman, Black Cop: My 36 
Years in Police Work, and My Career-
Ending Experiences With Official 
Racism by Calvin Lawrence, With You 

By Bike: One Couple’s Life-Changing 
Journey Around the World by Katrina 
Rosen, and Voice of Rebellion: How 
Mozhdah Jamalzadah Brought Hope To 
Afghanistan by Roberta Staley. Thank 
you to long-time community member 
Lucille Henshaw for donating her recent 
book, The History of a Pioneer Family.
Carmen Oleskev ich ,    
L ibrary  Manager

Pender Island Recreation 
and Agricultural Hall   
Association
PIRAHA

We would like to 
thank all who came 

to The Almost Bedtime 
Talk Show. Everyone 
seemed to thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves. Jaime MacLean 
envisioned, organized, promoted and 
totally set up the entire event with help 
from Annette Cyr, Buck and Andrew 
MacLean.  Kyle Jones was an amazing 
Host who had all of us laughing.  Other 
thanks for stage help to Cathie Leavins, 
Grace Pohl and Rutger Kampuis.  Rick 
McMullen and Zander Heartwood 



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 044 

provided the musical notes while Gary 
Goodman and Aaron Campbell tended 
the bar.  Ben McConchie and the Pender 
Moose were great guests on stage.  
Annette Cyr and Jenny Montgomery 
were awesome at the Lip Sync contest.  
Diane Logan baked goodies.  We greatly 
appreciate the support of Pender Island 
Home Hardware store, Twin Island 
Cider and Poets Cove. We also want 
to thank Solstice for arranging the 
dramatic reading of A Christmas Carol 
and carole singalong  December 23rd.  
We hope you were able to join the 
event.  We would also like to thank the 
many other volunteers who make these 
Community Hall FUNdraisers possible.  
With your support and involvement, the 
community becomes a richer and more 
interesting place.  The Community 
Hall strives to bring you a diversity of 
activities, programs and improvements, 
all of which are supported by community 
donations of volunteer time and of 
course funds raised to help with our 
ongoing expenses.  If you love what the 
Community Hall does and would like 
to donate, we are actively raising funds 
for:
• Landscaping for the parking area
• Hall operations, improvements and 

upgrades
• Children’s Camps and Programs
• Youth Leadership Program
If you would like to make a donation 
call 629-3669 or email bookings@
penderislands.org.  Donations over $25 
are eligible for a charitable tax receipt.  
You can tell us which activity you would 
like your donation directed to or let us 
decide which area needs it most.
Film: Stockholm    
Friday January 31 at 7:30 pm

Based on the absurd but true story of 
a 1973 bank heist and hostage crisis, 
the film follows Lars Nystrom, (Ethan 
Hawke) who raids a central Stockholm 
bank.  When he takes hostages to help 
spring his pal Gunnar (Mark Strong) 
from prison things go chaotically awry.  
As hours turn into days, Lars alternates 
between threatening the hostages to 
making them feel comfortable and 
secure.  The hostages develop an uneasy 
relationship with their captor which 
ultimately gave rise to the psychological 

phenomenon known as “Stockholm 
Syndrome”.
Winter Artisan Market
Saturdays from 10 am - 1 pm

Come out on Saturdays to the Winter 
Market to browse local food, art, crafts, 
and produce. Handmade goods are 
available inside the Hall and drinks are 
available in the Café.
Saturday Special Activities These 
weekly activities are organized and 
run by Youth Interns at the Community 
Hall; our Interns are a part of a unique 
Youth Leadership Program that offers 
young people work related training and 
experiences in a variety of sectors.  If 
you are between the ages of 11-18 and 
are eager to learn work and life skills 
in a fun and low-stress environment, 
please contact the Community Hall to 
learn about the many opportunities we 
have.
Graffiti Gratitude Day, January 4

Start off the new year by sharing what 
you are grateful for.
Pajama Day, January 11

Wear your snuggliest PJ’s and drop in 
for a free hot drink at the café.
Colouring Day, January 18

Adults, connect with your inner child 
with crayons and simple art.  Young 
people, come help remind us old folks 
how to relax about colouring in the lines.
Trivia Day, January 25

Get your trivia question right and win a 
hot drink at the café.
Carpet Bowling   
Wednesdays 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Carpet bowling offers mild to moderate 
exercise, a bit of friendly competition, 
and great fun.  No special clothing is 
needed except clean flat soled shoes.  
Australian rules Carpet Bowling is 
held weekly from September to June.  
Recommended drop in is $2.
Friday Community Gathering 
Fridays 10 am - 1 pm

Almost every week the Community 
Hall turns into the living room of the 
island, with some of the most amazing 
neighbours on hand to help you out 
or just chat with.  Lunch, live music, 
a helpful handyperson, terrific tech 

helpers, a wonderful wellness check 
person, special activities, all washed 
down with a drink in the café and a visit 
with old friends and friends you haven’t 
met yet.  Come down for a weekly social 
infusion!
Friday Special Activities at the 
Community Gathering 

Makers Meetup
January 3, 10 am - 12 am
First Aid Friday
January 10, 10 am - 11 am
Pinata Making
January 10, 10 am - 12 pm
Talk Tables
Poetry and Politics, January 24, 10:30 
am - 12 pm
Ping Pong Fun
January 31, 10:30 - 11:50 am
Volunteers Needed

The Community Hall is always looking 
for volunteer film projectionists, intern 
mentors, maintenance and landscaping 
helpers, event assistants, activity 
leaders, and grant writers.  If you are 
interested in volunteering with our 
dynamic community building focused 
hall, please call 629-3669 or email 
bookings@penderislands.org.
Andrea  Mi l l s  and     
Dianne  Al l i son

Pender Island   
Recycling Society

Thank you Penderites 
for your incredible 

support and generosity 
in 2019! Your 
membership dollars, 

your refundable bottle donations, and 
your use of the depot’s delivery service 
all made significant contributions to our 
operating costs.
Now is a great time to renew your 
2020 membership. You can renew 
your membership online from the 
comfort of your home; simply visit 
penderislandrecycling.com. If you 
provide your address with your 
membership donation, then a charitable 
tax receipt will be mailed to you.
Do you know we accept non-packaging 
plastic? We bale it to increase the 
efficiency of transport and then truck it 
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to Merlin Plastics in Vancouver. There 
is considerable cost involved in baling, 
storing, and transporting the non-
packaging plastic, so larger items such 
as lawn chairs will be charged $2 per 
item. The items must be clean, free of 
paint and metal, and can not be made 
of plexiglass. Please check with staff 
before dropping anything off. You can 
support this worthy initiative anytime 
you like by making a donation in the tin 
marked “non-packaging plastic,” which 
is hanging in the smaller entrance to the 
main barn. A loonie or toonie here and 
there really adds up!
Have you got your seed catalogue in 
the mail yet? Are you looking ahead to 
spring? Every week we bring back a load 
of soil, mulch, sand, or gravel to Pender 
Island from the Saanich Peninsula. We 
have lots of available delivery dates 
now but by late spring it is a lot harder to 
book a time slot. If you need a delivery, 
call 629-6962 during open hours or ask 
a staff member for more information the 
next time you’re at the depot.
A few housekeeping items

Please rinse your containers well before 
recycling to help us keep the rodent 
population down. Please make sure that 
the cardboard you bring us is dry - we 
do not have the space to dry it at the 
depot. Other Flexible Plastic Packaging 
is a source of confusion! This category 
includes plastic bubble wrap, crinkly 
candy bar wrappers, plastic/foil potato 
chip bags, mesh onion and avocado 
bags, zippered stand up pouches without 
a paper lining, and cling film. Please ask 
staff for help if you need it.
We cannot accept printer cartridges; 
Monk Office in Sidney accepts them. We 
also cannot accept used oil containers. 
Empty/partially full oil containers 
can be brought to Quality Brake and 
Muffler in Sidney. Call ahead to confirm 
that they have the space if you plan to 
bring several at once. Hartland Landfill 
accepts all of the above mentioned items 
and much more.
Check our website
penderislandrecycling.com  
for a detailed list of what is accepted 
at the depot. The CRD is an excellent 
source of recycling information. Google 
“myrecyclopedia” and enter a query 
in the CRD search window. It will tell 

you whether you can recycle the item in 
question and if so, where. We often get 
asked, for example, what people can do 
with textiles that are clean but no longer 
usable. To find out, enter textiles in the 
search window and select non-reusable 
from the drop down menu. You will 
be presented with a list of stores and 
organizations that will take them from 
you.
The staff and board at the Recycle Depot 
wish you and your loved ones a Happy 
New Year in 2020! We look forward to 
seeing you at the depot soon.
Niki  Rober ts

Pender Organic   
Community Garden Society
POCGS

Being able to grow and 
harvest during winter 

months is just one more 
benefit of living on Pender 
Island and being a member 

of the Pender Organic Community 
Garden Society. We cherish the ability 
to go to the garden in December and 
January to harvest colourful kale and 
healthy leeks. However, this means a 
full year of gardening lessons to learn so 
let’s start off 2020! Leeks lesson - pile 
an inch or two of soil around each plant 
or along each row. Hiding the shank 
from light blanches it, producing more 
of the tender white part. Garlic lesson - 
Avoid the rust virus. Garlic is planted. 
Prepare to treat with sulphur. As the 
garlic sprouts, apply granular sulphur 
to the soil and mix powdered sulphur 
with water to spray on the plants. 
Mulch lesson - more is better. Leaves, 
straw, cardboard - layer it on. Mulching 
insulates and protects the soil and roots 
from the cold and rain. It will also 
reduce the amount of weeding needed 
in the spring. Jamie likes that benefit. 
Seed starting indoors - as we start the 
New Year, time to start learning about 
starting seeds. Last year, we threw seeds 
in the soil and wonderful things grew so 
we were thrilled. This year, we are keen 
to get a better crop of cherry tomatoes 
and more leeks so indoors we go. I am 
an eager gardener so lesson number one 
is, do not start too early. In the spirit of 
reuse/reduce, start with used washed 
sour cream containers (leftover from my 

first year of Holiday Baking), poke holes 
in the bottom, place on washed meat 
trays that meat is sold on (or that we 
won at the Legion Meat Draw). Be sure 
to use a potting mix made for seedlings. 
Water very carefully and check every 
day. Find a warm spot and a sunny spot, 
and get started. Wish us luck.
Diane Cuthbert and Jamie Graham

PenderPOD.ca

PenderPOD has 
much to celebrate.  

We have many 
people to thank, and 

there have been many accomplishments, 
so this list is not complete, but rather I 
will give the highlights:
• Sarah Gayle created a bright, beauti-

ful banner that was painted by Pender 
youth.

• Thanks to Misty McDuffy, Margot 
Venton, David Boyd, and Adam Ol-
sen for speaking at our events.  Misty 
advises us of scientific developments 
and Margot with legal developments.  
David works with the UN and Adam 
is our Provincial Member of Parlia-
ment.  They eloquently speak truth to 
power.

• Misha Kleider set up our website and 
patiently taught me how to adminis-
ter it.

Our group consists of eight Sinister 
Seniors who meet at the Elder EpiCentre 
to plot, plan, and ponder our projects.  
Our work is powered by food, fun, and 
friendship.  I am not able to delineate 
who does what because everyone jumps 
in to help wherever they can, so the 
following is only a rough estimation.
• Monica Petrie along with other 

concerned Penderites, created Pender 
Ocean Defenders six years ago.  She 
also administers the Pender Ocean 
Defenders Facebook page and she 
made the silver shiny herring that has 
led our marches.

• Lisa Baile manages the emails and 
communications with the public.  She 
spearheaded the letter-writing cam-
paign and built the plywood Orcas.
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• MaryAnne Pare created and per-
formed her spoken word pieces and 
wrote chants for the group to per-
form.

• Paul Petrie wrote the submission to 
the NEB.  He is also organizing the 
ṮEṮÁĆES Climate Action Project.

• Gregory Nicholls sent a critique to 
CBC on the Podcast they did on the 
Orcas.  He also wrote many of the 
Pender Post articles.

• Peter Pare was our coordinator ex-
traordinaire, smoothing out wrinkles 
and linking us with other organiza-
tions on the island.

• I administer the website PenderPOD.ca
Since their creation, the banner and 
orcas have been part of many events: 
Orca Songs, Pender’s first Pride Parade, 
the Fall Fair, and Lovin’ the Earth (the 
climate action fair in Vancouver).  For 
the world wide youth climate strike in 
September, we divided our banners 
and orcas so that we had a presence in 

Victoria and supported the kids from the 
Epicentre who organized the march on 
Pender.
• We have made two extensive submis-

sions: one to the National Energy 
Board detailing their flawed process, 
and another to the CBC with a cri-
tique of their podcast about Orcas.

• We have petitioned the Islands Trust 
to declare a Climate Change State of 
Emergency.  This has been passed.

• We have petitioned the Parliament 
of Canada to increase the allow-
able approach distance of vessels to 
whales from 100m to 200m. This was 
achieved in 2018.  June 1, 2019 the 
approach distance has been increased 
to 400m.

• A letter was written to the Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans - DFO Canada, 
to support Raincoast Conservation 
Foundation’s call for a closure on the 
Chinook fishery. The 2019 closure in-
cluded the ocean surrounding Pender 

and Saturna Islands and a “no go” 
area for all boats - a Sanctuary for the 
J Clan Orcas.

• Peter, Gregory, Julia, and Lisa 
dressed in their best black dresses 
with frills and feathers to be Sinister 
Sisters and to walk the catwalk at the 
ZOOiSLANDER fashion show.

• We have advocated for the Whale 
Trail, an international organization 
which advocates land-based whale 
watching to inspire everyone with an 
alternative to whale-watching boats.

• We produced a pamphlet which 
shows the best Pender Island spots 
for watching Orcas from the shore.

• We commissioned and installed “Be 
Whale Wise” signs at three Pender 
Island marinas - Otter Bay, Port 
Browning, and Bedwell Harbour.

• We have held several public events 
with expert speakers and films to 
inform and inspire the community, 
including letter-writing sessions to 
government ministries.

• We organized a town hall meeting for 
the Green New Deal.

PenderPOD.ca enjoys wide support in 
our community and we collaborate with 
other organizations such as the Pender 
Conservancy, The Capital Regional 
District, the Southern Gulf Islands 
Community Resource Centre, and the 
youth group, Salish Sea Stars.
The challenge before us is immense, 
but it’s not insurmountable. We need 
to summon the courage to act now. Our 
group is action focussed.
Learn more about the issues and what 
you can do at PenderPod.ca.
The ṮEṮÁĆES Climate Action Project
The ṮEṮÁĆES Climate Action Project 
will develop and deliver three five-
day (30 hour) intensive educational 
programs that combine current climate 
science with Traditional Knowledge of 
the W̱ SÁNEĆ people to inform and 
support decision-making on land use 
and climate action at both the local and 
regional levels.  For more information 
and registration go to our website 
PenderPOD.ca.

 Adam Olsen  a t  Browning  Orca  Song event

Sinis ter  seniors  at  the Elder  Epicentre  Preparing for  the Pender Pride
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We wanted to give Pender Islanders 
first crack at course seats.  Islanders 
will have the added advantage of a $500 
reduction in the tuition fee if they opt-
out of the accommodation at Poets Cove 
Resort & Spa.
Jul ia  Nichol l s

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

We l c o m e 
to 2020 - 

Year of the White 
Metal Rat.  Those born under this sign 
have exceptional taste. Thankful for the 
finer things in life, your home is nicely 
decorated and you love to entertain.  
January, named after the Greek God 
Janus, has two faces with the ability 
to look to the year behind and the year 
ahead.
Hope Santa was good to all of you and 
again we played Santa at the Legion, 
donating $500 to both Santa Sac and 
Parents & Babes.
We had another very successful Special 
Persons Lunch on December 1, hosting 
27 people.  We couldn’t have pulled it off 
without the kids choir, Dean and Enzo 
entertaining us musically, Colin Denton 
and his kitchen crew, plus the generous 
donations from the Pender Pharmacy, 
Home Hardware, Pender Chocolates, 
and Twin Island Cider.
Many thanks to Bill Critchley and El 
Faro Restaurant for hosting a wonderful 
Volunteer Appreciation lunch December 
8.  The place was filled to capacity and 
the food was delicious.
2019 proved to be a very challenging 
year for the executive and recently 
we held an election and have brought 
in your new executive to face 2020.  
They are:  President Jean Deschenes; 
Vice President Colin Denton; Past 
President Bill Critchley; Secretary 
Terry Shepherd; Treasurer Angie Gray; 
Executive at Large Ken Pelley, Dale 
Henning, Marian Haime, Charles Baker, 
Dave Sherman, and Ian MacGregor.  
Congrats to the incoming and thanks 
to the outgoing David Schissler, Mike 
Gray, and Allan Waddell for all your 
hard work.
Euchre and scrapbooking continue in 
the New Year and many thanks to the 

euchre gang for their $250 donation.
After a Christmas break, the elves are 
back at work with Friday Night Dinners, 
of course still looking for new bright 
eyed and bushy tailed volunteers to 
help.  A new committee has been formed 
and has set up a schedule of first Friday 
pork, second Friday burgers, third 
Friday fowl, and fourth Friday beef.  
If there’s a fifth Friday, look forward 
to a “special” dinner.  Now you know 
exactly what to expect every week for 
several months ahead.
That being said, Januuary 3 will be Ol’ 
Country Ham with veggies.  For January 
10 let’s close our eyes, pretend it’s a hot 
August night and enjoy burgers with all 
the trimmings for only $10.  January 
17 Barb’s back with her lip smackin’ 
curried chicken.  January 24 the other 
Pender features a delicious Roast Beef 
Dinner, and welcome Ken and Tom 
January 31 for their famous Steak feast.
On behalf of Branch 239, I  wish each 
and every one of you a happy, healthy, 
and prosperous New Year.  Watch for 
the Full Wolf Moon on January 10, so 
named because wolves are more vocal 

this time of year defending territory, 
locating pack members together for 
hunting.
Tania  Schiss ler

SGI     
Community Resource Centre
Happy New Year!

2019 has been a very busy 
year for the SGI CRC.  

Amongst some of our more 
notable accomplishments 

we established our offices on Galiano, 
Mayne, and Saturna Islands, expanded 
our employment services, supported 
various programs and projects around 
the islands through our edu-tourism 
grant, and offered computer courses 
to our Savvy Seniors. In December 
we cohosted with the Pender Island 
Chamber a Holiday Cocktail evening 
and 43 people were introduced to the 
many services offered to businesses 
through the Chamber and the CRC.  We 
would like to thank the many sponsors 
of this event: Tru Value, Pender 
Island Pharmacy, Talisman Books and 
Gallery, Petals and Paws, Pender Island 
Disposal Services, and David Nickoli of 

Legion  donated  $500 to  Dragonf ly.  Sarah  Conley  accepted  the  dona-
t ion  f rom Legion  Pres ident  Bi l l  Cr i tch ley
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Responsible Gambling. It was a great 
evening of holiday cheer and a chance 
to chat with other business owners and 
non-profit leaders.
Here are the program updates for 
January!  There are more great courses 
coming to the CRC for our Computer 
Savvy Seniors in the Salish Sea 
program; check out the details on page 
4.  Also, catch the exciting news for the 
ṮEṮÁĆES Climate Action Project on 
page 66.
Gulf INLET Project

The Gulf INLET project had a busy fall. 
On December 7, we supported a highly-
successful partnership program called 
‘Feed the People’ where participants 
from the Islands and beyond came 
together to learn how to process 
native black-tail deer from Penelakut 
knowledge-holders. Pictures from 
the event can be seen here   
https://galianoconservancy.ca/.
We are also actively supporting the 
ṮEṮÁĆES Climate Action Project. 
Registration is now open for spring 
2020 courses that will combine current 
climate knowledge of the W̱ SÁNEĆ 
people to inform and support decision-
making on land use and climate action 
at both the local and regional levels.  For 
more information visit our website.
Newcomers and Friends

A group of Pender Island Newcomers and 
Friends met in December for a holiday 
get-together lunch. We had a great time 
getting to know each other; it’s amazing 
the diversity of skills, knowledge, and 
backgrounds we all have and yet so 
have so much in common in the reasons 
we moved to Pender.
January 28, the Pender Island 
Newcomers will take a tour of the Health 
Centre facilities and learn about its 
history. Afterwards we will get together 
for drinks and a chat at a nearby café. To 
RSVP email sgivolunteercentre@gmail.
com.  Everyone welcome; we would 
love to meet our new neighbours and 
reconnect with our old neighbours.
SGI Volunteer Centre

The SGI Volunteer Centre will be 
starting up a monthly Executive Director, 
Administrator, and Coordinator Network 
meeting.  These meetings will help non-

profit organizations find opportunities 
to connect with peers, learn from one 
another, advocate for change, engage in 
learning and professional development, 
strengthen our knowledge of existing 
programs and services, reduce 
professional isolation and duplication, 
and identify potential opportunities 
and partners.  These meetings will be 
available to all non-profit organizations 
in the Southern Gulf Islands as we are 
able to use a video conference system 
to include all who are interested.  If 
you are interested in becoming a part 
of this group or would like to suggest 
a meeting day or time, please email 
sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com.
SGI Community Justice Program

The New Year marks the beginning of 
the second year of our program.  This 
last year saw us start pretty much 
from scratch, but with a great steering 
committee and a strong group of 
Restorative Justice volunteers, we are 
ready to take the next steps.  We are 
looking forward to working with the 
local RCMP to offer Restorative Justice 
as a viable alternative to the criminal 
justice system.  We will be building 
our Dispute Resolution program to 
offer a means for resolving conflicts 
within the community and offer public 
information sessions to spread the word 
of Restorative Practice.  We have made 
a strong connection with Mayne Island 
and, with the help of the CRC, we 
look forward to including Saturna and 
Galiano in our program. 
Wishing you all a very happy and 
healthy 2020!
Melody  Pender

South Pender   
Historical Society

The South Pender 
Historical Society 

is proud to be a 
supporter of building 

a stronger community-to-community 
relationship with our First Nations 
neighbours whose traditional homeland 
we share, and we are excited about the 
launch, by the Southern Gulf Islands 
Community Resource Society, of a 
much needed climate action education 
project in partnership with the 

W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership council.  This is a 
great opportunity for Pender Islanders to 
consider taking part.  Please read more 
about this important project on page 66.
Patr ic ia  Cal lendar  on  behal f  o f 
Paul  Pe tr ie

reCreation and leisure

Canadian Power and Sail
Pender Island Squadron

Happy New Year 
from the Pender 

Island Squadron!  
While most people 

are not doing a lot of boating these wet 
wintery days, it is an excellent time 
for some class work to expand your 
knowledge and make for safer boating.  
For the winter/spring of 2020 the Pender 
Island Squadron will be offering the 
following courses:
Boating 2 - Beyond the PCOC

This is a six evening course and is aimed 
at improving your basic knowledge of 
boating.  Many topics are covered, from 
the Rules of the Road to strategies for 
tying up and anchoring, and everything 
in between.  It’s an introductory course 
for people who have their PCOC and 
want to continue their lifelong learning 
about boating and being safe at sea.
Maritime Radio

This course is offered routinely and upon 
demand.  It takes a full day, and also 
requires at home reading and practice.  
At the end of the course you will 
understand all about radios, maritime 
radio procedures, and emergency calls.  
You will challenge an Industry Canada 
exam and receive your Radio Operator’s 
Certificate - Maritime, making it legal to 
use your onboard radio.
Radio Refresher Seminar

Many people have asked if they can 
receive refresher training on radio 
usage, even though they already have 
their ROC-M.  In addition, the Pender 
Island Squadron has purchased an 
ICOM radio simulator that allows the 
“on air” practice of emergency calls and 
DSC calls.  So, we are working on a 
simple 2-hour seminar that will contain 
some review, and lots of hands-on 
practice.  This seminar will only be for 
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people who already have their ROC-M.  
If you don’t have yours, then you need 
to take the Maritime Radio course.   
Attendance will be limited, so if there 
is a lot of interest more than one session 
will be offered.
Dates for these courses have not been 
set, but will be starting towards the end 
of February 2020.  If you are interested 
in these or other courses, or in joining 
the Squadron, please contact John 
Reader for more details at jreader-cps@
shaw.ca or 629-6561.
John Reader

Pender Island   
Field Naturalists
PIFN

The Field 
N a t u r a l i s t s 

are again pleased 
to co-sponsor the 

Christmas Bird Count 4 Kids, which 
will be held Saturday, January 4, 2020 
starting at 9 am.  We will meet at the 
Slow Coast Café and go from there to 
several good birding sites in the area.  
This is a free, family event but pre-
registration is required by emailing 
penderislandcbc4kids@gmail.com with 
names and ages of children attending.  
Children, who must be accompanied 
by an adult, will need to be dressed for 
damp cool winter weather.
We have not finalized the details for the 
3rd Wednesday walk which will start at 
9:30 am on January 15, but be assured 
it will be at an interesting location led 
by a nature-knowlegable PIFN member.  
We will post details of the walk on our 
website pendernaturalists.ca and on our 
Facebook page in the new year.
On Friday, January 17 at 7 pm at the 
Community Hall, we have a distinct 
treat in store when we present a video 
Kenya Safari: The Lure of Africa.  Writer 
Rudyard Kipling said, “One cannot resist 
the lure of Africa.”  Feel the same “pull” 
as we welcome local Sidney naturalists 
and birders, Brooke Clibbon and Eric 
Tull, to Pender.  During their Kenya 
safari they shot video of the country’s 
remarkable birds and animals.  They 
bring their footage to life with personal 
narration, showing interactions among 
wildlife species such as crocodiles 

attacking a hippo carcass, and vultures 
and jackals at a kill.  Admission $5.  
Refreshments follow the talk.
Bob Verge t te

Pender Island Garden Club

Our December 
w o r k s h o p 

on seasonal floral 
arrangements was 

a great success and the variety of 
centerpieces that were created was 
amazing.  Margaret Alpen was a great 
instructor and many of us who thought 
we already knew how to do floral 
arranging learned a few handy tricks.  
The church hall floor was covered by 
tarps and a huge supply of greenery 
was donated by members.  There was 
Fir, Cedar, Cypress, Curley Willow, 
Eucalyptus and several whose names I 
forgot, people had a lot of material to get 
creative with and that is just what they 
did.  Some members worked so fast that 
they then had time to make a wreath as 
well as the centerpiece.  There was a 
suggestion that maybe next year we do a 
double workshop for both items.
Our next meeting is on January 9  at 
1 pm in the Anglican Parish Hall and 
the guest speaker is Trevor Erikson on 
the topic of building a garden from the 
ground up, something we all have done, 
or tried to do, at least once.  Trevor 
and Gillian purchased their land on 
Pender Island in 2016 and have since 
transformed the once weed and bramble 
infested property into a garden abundant 
in year-round food and flowers. 
Together they won the Fred Smith, 
bounty of Pender Island, trophy at the 
2019 Fall Fair for the large diversity of 
harvest presented. They have used a no-
dig, regenerative agricultural, approach, 
which has greatly improved soil fertility 

and minimized weeding. Well-rotted 
compost is simply layered on top of the 
Earth, thick enough to occlude weeds. 
Worms and other microorganisms do the 
tilling. Seeds and transplants are planted 
directly in. The method is truly quite 
easy to do. Trevor is happy to present a 
slide show of the work they have done 
thus far.
Please bring your own cup for the tea 
or coffee we will be serving along with 
baked goodies.   Drop ins are welcome 
for a $5 fee. 
Val  Butcher

Pender Island    
Otters Swim Club

Happy New Year 
to one and all 

!!  Pender Island 
Otters Swim Club 

starts up our Winter/Spring session on 
Friday, January 10 at Panorama Pool 
in Sidney, and registration is open now.  
Registration reminder notices will have 
gone out to anyone who swam with us 
in the Fall session, but for those who 
would still like to join us, you can find 
the registration details on our webpage.  
All registration is done online now, but 
if you have trouble with it, our Registrar 
will help you through the process.  Go to 
our webpage at www.penderislandotters.
webs.com and follow the prompts to 
the registration section.  If you need 
more information about our not-for-
profit club, you can also email us at 
penderottersswimclub@gmail.com.  We 
offer swim instruction to ages 5 - 70+, 
and have accredited coaching staff to 
cover all ages and abilities.  Come get 
back into the ‘swim’ of things, and 
regain conditioning, new skills, and 
endurance for the coming year.
Helen  Lemon-Moore ,  Pres ident

Pender Island Yacht Club
PIYC

The fall racing 
season ended 

November 30.. Take 
Time captained by 

Stephen Fairclough won the two races 
that were run since the last article, 
solidifying its winning position for the 
Fall season.  Copernicus, captained by 

Kenya Safari:  The Lure of  Afr ica
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Andrew Mastalerz was the over 30ft 
runner up, and Legacy captained by 
Bruce Waygood was the 30ft and under 
runner up.  The Winter racing season 
will begin January 18. The recent race 
descriptions have been somewhat 
abbreviated as the Race Captain has 
been in Eastern Canada and Stephen 
Fairclough is thanked for taking on the 
starting duties.
The PIYC Christmas Party was attended 
by 22 members at the Bistro at Port 
Browning.  A lovely cocktail hour had 
lively discussions between members.  
There were several draws for impressive 
door prizes and a very delicious turkey 
supper was served.  Many thanks to 
Rick and Leona Mudie for organizing 
the Christmas dinner for the PIYC 
members.
The new PIYC Executive is: Commodore, 
Tom Caston; Past-Commodore, Rick 
Mudie; Fleet Captain, Denis Budnyk 
and Tom Caston; Secretary and Signals 
Officer, Deryk Hockley; Treasurer, Carol 
Budnyk; Race Captain, Bruce Waygood; 
and Executive Officer Margie Levien 
and Rick Mudie; and Representative 
to the Council of BC Yacht Clubs, Stan 
Shannon. Some positions are being 
shared as indicated.
PIYC is always looking for new 
members.  Our major activities are 
summer cruises to various locations 
and yacht racing from September to 
May.  Members come from all the 
marinas on Pender Island as the Club 
has no home port. For general enquiries 
any member of the Executive will be 
happy to provide more information, 
and specifically for general enquiries: 
Tom Caston, tcaston@outlook.com or 
250-629-6477 and for racing: Bruce 
Waygood, kbwaygood@shaw.ca or 250-
818-8555.
Bruce  Waygood,  Race  Capta in

Cover story

The Pileated Woodpecker, harbinger 
of winter?  Our cover bird is 

one unique and spectacular bird.  Its 
only problem is it hasn’t captured the 
imagination of enough people.  For 
example, Mr. and Mrs. Robin, harbingers 
of spring, the Stork family, harbingers of 
happy family times and baby deliverers.  

Even Mr. and Mrs. Vulture managed to 
get in on the harbinger schtick, albeit a 
shared harbinger-ship of death with the 
Grim Reaper family.
Apparently, the Pileated Woodpecker 
has been approached by some tall 
foreheads in the P.R. business who have 
whispered that Winter may be looking 
for a harbinger.  Granted, Harbinger of 
Winter is not a harbinger-ship currently 
in huge demand but even a big, classy, 
but rarely seen bird like a Pileated 
Woodpecker has to realize that a small 
harbingership is better than none.  
Besides, hopefully “Winter” itself will 
embrace this new Harbinger title as 
a step up from its current title of “Old 
Man.”
Even the now-assumed-extinct Ivory-
billed Woodpecker never received 
a harbinger-ship.  The prehistoric 
Pterodactyl, who launched the prototype 
Pileated and Ivory-billed body shape, 
never achieved harbinger-ship.  
Granted, the Pterodactyl did have a few 
other problems to overcome before it 
could even be considered for harbinger 
status.  For example, the Pterodactyl 
had an unfortunately difficult name to 
pronounce and it spent most of its career 
scaring the hell out of cavemen and 
women.  Even with those characteristics, 
the Pterodactyl came within a whisker 
of winning the Harbinger of Death 
title.  Personally, I cannot imagine how 
it lost out on that one.  Let’s face it, if 
you awake to see a Pterodactyl sitting 
on your bedpost, even in prehistoric 
times, you have a pretty good idea that 
you were unlikely to get your slippers 
on, let alone have even one spoonful of 
porridge.
My advice, for what it’s worth, to 
the Pileated Woodpecker: forget the 
harbinger-ship!  Concentrate on being 
large, cool as heck, and timid.  As long 
as you have a voice that sounds like it 
should be in a jungle movie and Pender 
photographers like Urs Boxler continue 
to be patient and diligent enough to find 
and get you on the cover of The Pender 
Post, but way better than the extinct 
Ivory-billed Woodpecker or that nasty 
featherless prehistoric Pterodactyl.
Speaking of advice, please heed the 
advice of The Pender Post Research 
Department, the board, and the many 

people who make The Pender Post 
happen…have a healthy and happy 2020 
and remember, make a stranger smile.
Mike  Wi ley

Pender Post Past

January 1990

As Pender entered into the 1990’s The 
Pender Post received several letters 

of appreciation for its service to the 
community, we love to get those.
The Pender Island Health Care society 
welcomed Dr. Gerry Moore and his wife 
to the island and wished them many 
happy and successful years.  Those 
wishes seem to have worked as they 
are both here and very active in Pender 
life.  The Flower Growers’ group had 
a wreath making session in December 
and were thinking it was such a success 
they will do it again in 1990.  Our own 
Garden Club just had a successful 
centerpiece making workshop this 
year in 2019.   The Fall Fair planning 
committee was already planning for 
August and was planning for a 2 day 
Fall Fair, it will be interesting to follow 
this story.  The weather page indicated 
that the islands would have a warmer 
and drier winter than usual.  A one year 
subscription to The Pender Post was $5 
and I will take this chance to remind you 
to renew your 2020 subscription if you 
have not already.
Val  Butcher              
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Weather observations For november

                     Average Temperatures        Extreme Temperatures                   Precipitation
                     Max  Min  Mean            High          Low                       Rain snow
Magic Lake  9.9    4.6    7.2                12 on many days  -2.0 on 28th & 29th      53.6  nil
Normal         9.9    4.8    7.3                18.5 in 2016         -8.5 in 2006               138.3         

That merry day the year begins, we 
bar the door on frosty winds, etc; so 
wrote Robbie Burns whose birthday we 
celebrate on January 25.

I wish you all the very best for the New 
Year and, of course, I wish you the 

weather of your choice.
November 2019 did not live up to the 
reputation of being our wettest month.  
On November 9 it rained a few mm and 
that was the first rain for 14 days.  It 
was an unusual November.  Like every 
other anomaly of weather, I expect this 
will be attributed to climate change, 
but the fact is, weather is changeable 
and unpredictable and anomalies have 
always occurred and always will.  We 
had a couple of days of heavy rain, 
but we finished the month well below 
average precipitation and in fact it was 
the driest November that I have ever 
recorded on Pender Island. A study of 
November rainfall over the last 33 years 
shows no pattern or trend. The second 

driest November that I have recorded 
was in 1993 when we had only 65 mm 
which included 6 cm of snow.
Only two months in 2019, so far, have 
had more than average precipitation, 
namely April and September, and it 
looks as though it will be one of our 
driest years, even though only two 
months were far below average, namely 
March and November.  Buck Lake has 
remained more full than usual and from 
observation I think the same can be said 
about Magic Lake.  My summary of the 
year’s weather will be published in the 
February issue of The Pender Post.
We had some very nice sunny weather 
in November; average temperatures 
were close to average but our high of 
12ºC was almost the lowest ever for 
November. The temperature did not get 
down to freezing until the last few days 
of the month when ice showed up on the 
water in containers in the garden, and on 
the last day of the month there was ice 

January 2020 Word searCh Puzzle by Cedar loPateCki - solution to deCember on Page 50

on the surface of Magic Lake, but not 
thick enough to skate on unless you are 
a duck.  There was less incidence of very 
strong winds than we have experienced 
in some Novembers.
January is on average our second wettest 
month, after November, however there 
has been no trend in January rainfall 
over the years I have been reading it. 
The average over 32 years is 132 mm  
and rainfall exceeded 200 mm in 1999 
and 2006 and came close to that bench 
mark in 1992 and 2018.  Also, there is 
a chance of snow.  In 32 years we have 
had snow in 14 Januaries, including 
2005 when we had 47 cm, which is the 
second highest snowfall we have had in 
any month.  The years in which January 
has produced more than 16 cm of snow 
are 1991, 98, 2002, 04, 05, 07 and 2011, 
so we are due for a good fall of snow.  
Our winter does not end with the end of 
January. 

...continued on page 57
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health  & healing serviCes

250-629-6721 • whitetara@shaw.ca 
www.white-tara-spa-on-pender.com Valentina Atton RA EOT

3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC

MIEKE TRUIJEN

Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week

Evenings &
Home Visits

Doctor’s referral not required

Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics 
Osteoporosis

Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions

Call For an Appointment

Physiotherapy Clinic
RPT

250.629.9910 

www.miekephysio.com

Alternative Alternative HealingHealing
&&

 Health Services Health Services
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ContraCtors

Shorehaven 
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter

Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

General Contracting
Project Management

Site Preparation
Renovations

Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work
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ContraCtors

Be sure to look us up at
islandglasstek.com

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window   
 Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and 
 Frameless Stainless Steel  
 Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies   
 (Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and   
 Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell 250-744-9160
Office	 250-629-3084
Fax	 250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

A DIVISION OF

Quality servive available
for all your plumbing

and gas needs

Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations

Journeyman
Licenced
Insured

30 Years Experience

Email
penderplumber@gmail.com

References gladly provided

Eric Pohl
Architectural Technologist
Journeyman Carpenter
250-629-6002
cell: 250-516-3220
IslandLegacy@shaw.ca

• Residential & Commercial Construction
• Quality Finishing
• Drafting & Design
• Owner Build Consulting & Assistance

Over 20 years experience building homes
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• Chimney Inspections

• Chimney Cleaning 

• Gutter Cleaning

• Gutter Repair

9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

markftts@gmail.com

ContraCtors

Construction
Decks, Stairs, & 
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs

References Available
Worksafe Certified

Strong communication and organizational skills

Lance Mueller
778.676.0061

thebigdogservices@gmail.com

BIG DOG
S e r v i c e s

Professional Service...
Professional Results...

Let’s Gutter done!

James Constable
250.629.6222



T h e  P e n d e r  P o s t  -  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 056 

C. BOYTE
ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS
Providing:
• quality design wiring
• overhead and 

underground service
installations

• over 20 years on the
Gulf Islands.

For estimates and information
on your residential, commercial,

or industrial project, call

Charlie at 250-537-0166

24 Hour Emergency Service

Bonded – Reg. #35042

ContraCtors

alaneneil@shaw.ca

More than 20 years of electrical service on Pender Island
New Construction • Renovations • Emergency Power Systems • Landscape Lighting

Generator Service and Supply

alan@gentechpwr.com

250-999-7977

Booking for fall service now.

Make sure your generator 
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

-Certified Technician

-Generac Warranty Work

-Maintenance Packages
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ContraCtors

 • Hosting an event? Wedding, Reunion? 
 • Needing extra facilities?
 • We now have portable toilets for rent

250.629.6690

Weekly
Residential and commercial garbage pick up

7 Days a Week, 10 am - 10 pm
Medicine Beach household residential bagged garbage

NO construction waste or recycling

Other services
Compostables pick up • Bin service • Commercial recycle • Demolitions

piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Tree Frog
 Spas

Registered
H2O Spa Dealer, 

and Warranty Repair

Mike Jamieson
  250-222-6453

jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation 

Weather observations 
...continued from page 51

February is still to come and it can be as 
wintery as any other month.  Even March 
and April are still in our rainy season, 
but the temperature will be warming up 
and there is less likelihood of snow. In 
January, February, and March we can 
expect sub-zero temperatures some of 
the time, but Spring will be in the air and 
we will be back on Daylight Savings 
time early in March.
The highest temperatures I have 
recorded in January were 19.0oC in 
1988 and 14.5oC in 2003 and the lowest 
was -8.0oC in 1996.  The average daily 
maximum temperature in January has 
varied from 5.1 to 9.6oC, but not in any 
particular chronological order.
We choose to live in an area where we 
have four seasons, so let us enjoy them 
all as best we can.
Malcolm Armstrong 
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ContraCtors
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

Driftwood: 250-629-3383  *  Hope Bay: 250-629-3166  *  Sidney: 250-656-5062
Saturna: 250-539-2121  *  Campbell River: 250-203-3919

Happy
New Year!

Wishing you the blessings of health, joy, 
laughter, and success in 2020.

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

As of December 16th,  there have been ninety-two sales on Pender since January 1 of this year and Dockside Realty 
has had the pleasure helping the buyers and/or the sellers complete eighty-two of those sales. 
The inventory on Pender is very low with only 45 MLS listings ~ twenty-six residences,  sixteen lots, two 1/4 shares 
at Currents, and one commercial listing.

We are forever grateful to our Dynamic Dockside Team, our Valued Clients, and all of you who helped make 2019 
another special year.  Thank you all!  

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

NE W
 LIS

T IN
G

MLS# 418942 - $219,000 MLS# 419442 - $329,000

MLS# 419352 - $799,000 MLS# 419467 - $1,900,000
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www.DocksideRealty.ca

AL TRELFORD 
250-629-3383

COLIN DENTON
250-629-2210

EMIL CHERVATIN 
250-661-8583

GAVIN LONERGAN
778-977-2507

JAIME MacLEAN
604-505-9144                                                      

SANDY MUNDY
250-507-6546 

SAM BOYTE
250-704-6226   

SHERRIE BOYTE 
250-217-0338

TANJA LONERGAN
250-507-2487

Full Service Real Estate Company • Award Winning Agents

Evan’s Christmas Village & Train has become a much loved 
tradition at Hope Bay.  We would like to send out a HUGE THANK YOU to all 
of the elves who  made this years village so magical:  To the many elves who 
helped with the set up, which takes approximately 40 person hours, the 
many elves who hosted the space for our viewing pleasure on 10+ days in 
December, and all the elves who helped to pack it all away for next year.  

We would also like to THANK ALL OF YOU that came in for a little 
Christmas magic and felt moved to leave a donation.  As I write this in 
mid December, we have already collected over $1000 which will be given 
to the Lions and the Santa Sac.

If you would like to learn how Evan’s Christmas Village & Train came to be a Hope Bay Tradition, you can 
find our blog article here:  

http://docksiderealty.ca/evans-christmas-train-history

The Elf Tree Project was a great success again this year; we collected 150 toys 
and gift cards for the Santa Sac.  Thank you for your generosity; you helped 
make the Holidays brighter for so many families!

Happy
New Year!

Wishing you the blessings of health, joy, 
laughter, and success in 2020.
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The Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road - 250-629-3441

January Legion Events
18 1:30 pm BINGO - Come Win The Jackpot!
25 10:00 am General Meeting!

Friday Night Dinners in January - 6 pm
$20 includes dessert, coffee or tea, taxe,s and gratuity.  Burger Night is only $10 - no ticket required

3 Old Country Ham with sweet potato mash and veggies
10 Burger Night, beef, salmon, chicken or veggie burger with potato salad or chips for just $10!
17 Barb Pender’s Special Curried Chicken
18 Scrapbooking 9 am - 9 pm, Sun. 9 am - 9 pm, Register with Angie Gray, gray5@shaw.ca
24  John Pender’s Roast Beef with all the trimmings
31  Steak night

Meat Draws - Thursdays at 5:30 pm and Saturdays at 4 pm  

Euchre - Euchre is every Thursday at 4 pm

Event Tickets  - Tickets and information available at the Legion, Talisman Books & Gallery, or online 
at www.penderislandrcl239.com

Hall Rentals at the Legion - Fully equipped with bar, kitchen, dance floor and ample parking.   
Catering can be arranged. Email bookings239.rcl@gmail.com or call 250-629-3441.  

Happy New Year   •   Thank You For Supporting Your Legion!
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Deadline

Deadline is 9 am on the 20th, except 
December 18.  First-time advertisers to 

send their display ads at least two days ahead 
of the deadline in case conversion problems 
occur.  If you cannot email your material and 
Dockside Realty at the Driftwood Centre is 
closed, please call 250-629-2215.

Advertising
On-Island advertisers

On-Island Advertisers (those for whom 
Pender Island is their principal residence) 
may submit up to four blocks per business 
in the front section and up to a full page 
(12 blocks) in the advertising section.
Off-Island advertisers

Off-Island advertisers (those for whom 
Pender Island is not their principal resi-
dence) may purchase up to one full page 
pending availability and would be subject 
to a 25% surcharge.
Full page ads (Colour)

These ads for the inside front cover, inside 
back cover (for businesses) and the back 
cover (for non-profit) must be reserved in 
advance by calling 250-629-2215 or by 
e-mailing production@penderpost.org.  
• ads are on a first come first serve basis
• ad size is 8.5 inches wide by 11 inches 

high with an additional bleed of .25 
inches all around (this allows the co-
lour to go to the edge of the paper) 

• ads will be full colour converted to 
CMYK colour

• all graphics and the final product 
needs to be a minimum of 300 dots 
per inch

• colour ads are due by the 17th of the 
month

• all text to be converted to “outlines” 
or “curves.”

Half page or full page ads
(Grayscale)

The full page and half page ads may be 
in addition to an “up-to-four-blocks” of 
advertising in the front section.  These 
ads do not need to be reserved, but 
advance notice would be appreciated 
by calling 250-629-2215 or by emailing 
production@penderpost.org.  

Display Ads

The cost of all display ads is $10 per 
block for grayscale ads.  Colour ads 

have a separate price scale.  See the chart 
for sizes and costs. Display ads must be 
submitted as an image in the form of a 
“Press Quality” PDF (Portable Document 
File) or TIF (Tagged Image File) at 300 
DPI (Dots Per Inch).  

Display Ad Sizes

1 basic block-2.33” wide x 2.33” high
(5.9 cm x 5.9 cm) per block  .......... $10
2 blocks vertical-2.33” wide x 4.66” 
high, (5.9 cm x 11.8 cm) ................ $20
2 blocks horizontal-4.91” wide x 
2.33” high, (12.5 cm x 5.9 cm)  ..... $20
3 blocks vertical-2.33” wide x 6.99” 
high, (5.9 cm x 17.8 cm) ................ $30
3 blocks horizontal . 7.5” wide x 2.33” 
high,(19.1 cm x 5.9 cm) ................. $30
4 blocks vertical  .. 2.33” wide x 9.75” 
high, (5.9 cm x 24.8 cm) ................ $40
4 blocks (cluster) .. 4.91” wide x 4.66” 
high, (12.5 cm x 11.8 cm) .............. $40
Half  page*
7.5” wide x 4.75” high (6 block)
(19 cm x 12.1 cm) .......................... $60
Full page, grayscale, ad section*
7.5” wide x 9.75” high (12 block)
(19 cm x 24.8 cm) .............................$120

Colour back cover*
8.5” wide x 11” high with a .25” bleed
(21.6 cm x 27.9 cm) non-profit .........$120
If no non-profit, commercial .............$175
Colour inside front and outside cover *
8.5” wide x 11” high with a .25” bleed
(21.6 cm x 27.9 cm) non-profit ....... $120
Commercial .................................... $150
* By reservation

Display Ad Payment

Payment is required in advance for one-
time-only ads and for new advertis-

ers.  Invoices can be e-mailed or sent by 
Canada Post.

Pre-Payment Discounts
• 10% discount for ads pre-paid for six 

months.
• 15% discount for ads pre-paid for 

twelve months.

Classified Ads

Pre-payment is required.  We do not 
send invoices or receipts for these.  

Send your wording to production@pend-
erpost.org or drop it, together with pay-
ment in the Pender Post Box at the Dock-
side Realty office at the Driftwood Centre.

Classified Ad Charges

Up to 25 words .............................. $5
26 - 40 words ............................ $7.50
41 - 55 words ............................... $10
56 - 70 words .......................... $12.50

Political Advertising

As stipulated in our society’s 
Constitution and Bylaws, The 

Pender Post shall not be used to promote 
any political interests. However, we 
will accept one-line calendar listings to 
notify our readers of candidates’ visits or 
meetings. Also, for the issue just before 
an election, The Pender Post Society 
invites each of the candidates to submit 
at no charge a 500-word statement and a 
candidate’s photograph.

Advertising guidelines 2020

PO Box 4, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 250-629-2215 • www.penderpost.org
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Name

PO Box Number/Street Address

City    Country

Postal Code Telephone E-mail

February to December

 Pender Island mailing$22 Canada mailing $27 On-line Subscription $20 

For U.S. and Overseas, please contact subscriptions@penderpost.org for delivery options

• If you are paying by cheque for more than one subscription, please provide additional names   
 and addresses on a separate piece of paper.

• You can pay by etransfer to subscriptions@penderpost.org, or Pay Pal

It is still not too late to renew

Pender Post Subscriptions 2020

Renewal New Subscription Address/Email Change

(Please return to the addresses on the reverse side)
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Subscriptions expired with the December 2019 issue
Please complete the reverse side of this tear-out application to ensure continued delivery for 2020,

or visit our website www.penderpost.org and complete the on-line form

It is still not too late to renew
• You may pay by cheque, etranfser, or 

• By cheque, make payable to The Pender Post Society and leave it in the Pender Post Box at the Dockside Realty 
office at the Driftwood Centre or mail it to The Pender Post Society, PO Box 4, Pender Island, BC, V0N 2M0,  
Attn: Dianne Allison, Subscriptions.  

• For etransfer, use subscriptions@penderpost.org 

• For PayPal, go to our website www.penderpost.org and click on Purchase a Pender Post Subscription

See over...

PenderPenderPostPostTheThe
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