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Sea Star Vineyards

“A Proud Member of the Pender Island Community”
As we transition and grow, we want to make sure Pender Island continues to be the
essence of our great wines.
We would like to invite the community to help us grow and would like to find local
partners who may have suitable land for growing wine grapes.
Due to the nature of wine making; we are looking for long-term mutually beneficial
partnership agreements.
If interested please contact us at sales@seastarvineyards.ca or 250-629-6960.
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There’s no business like no business...

W

e retired in 2004 but have fond memories of getting The Pender Post
advertisements ready for deadlines and then reading The Pender Post as
soon as we could get our hands on a copy.
We still do a wee bit of business renting our home here in the South of France,
email us at stephnchuck1105@gmail.com and we’ll show you some pictures...
Best wishes to The Pender Post and hearty congratulations to all that work and
have worked there over the 50 years!
(Business card circa 1993)

Congratulations
to
The Pender Post
Thank you for providing such
an invaluable service to our
community over all that time.

Wishing you
many more years.

PIRAHA
4
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T he P ender P ost
The Little Island Newsletter
That Could

I

s published once a month as a non-profit
service to the community. Those who buy
an annual subscription to The Pender Post and
are residents here, are automatically members
of the Pender Post Society. The board meets
monthly and is comprised of representatives
from the various non-profit clubs and societies.
To send a new representative, please contact
Annie Smith at annie-smith@shaw.ca.

Celebrating 50 Years,
April 1971 - April 2021
Foreword

A
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lthough my involvement in this celebration of 50 years of The
Pender Post involved
only the years from 1998 to 2013, I am
happy to have been asked to contribute.
It has given me the opportunity to honour so many community-minded people
who gave so much in order to breathe
life into an important community newsletter, and keep it alive and thriving for
half a century. As I didn’t live here in
1971 and met only a few of the people
mentioned from those early years, I
have largely relied upon four sources:
The Pender Post submissions, Gulf Islands Driftwood articles, the Pender
Museum’s timeline, and the excellent
anthology of memories and anecdotes
edited by Douglas Harker and published
in 1993, More Tales From the Outer
Gulf Islands. I hope I will be forgiven
for any errors or omissions.
D o re e n B a l l

The Birth of The Pender Post

I

n Edmund Morrison’s words: “The first
whisper that I ever heard concerning
a proposal to establish a community
news-sheet for Pender Island fell from
the lips of Mrs. G. H. Glyde late in
1970. She was speaking to the point
in the old Port Washington Hall at the
annual general meeting of the Pender
Island Chamber of Commerce. ‘There
are now so many clubs and societies and
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groups and organizations on the Island,’
she said in her pleasant English accent
‘...that we need a gazette or bulletin or
calendar or monthly newsletter to tell us
what is going on and when and where.’
Mrs. Glyde’s suggestion was embraced
by other islanders and on April 7, 1971
a small group of community-minded
citizens met at 8:15 pm at the home
of Jean and Wally Bradley. Jean’s
father, Ashton Ross-Smith, was elected
chairman.
Edmund Morrison was
appointed head of the organization with
the title of coordinator and power to
accept or reject anything received for
publication.”
The first issue came out on April 10,
1971, followed by the second issue on
May 1, 1971.
The Pender Post Becomes a
Society on March 7, 1972

Edmund Morrison was asked to be the
coordinator of the new newsletter with
the help of vice-coordinator Ashton
Ross-Smith. Mary Morrison typed
the Gestetner stencils and she helped
Edmund draft The Pender Post Society’s
Constitution and Bylaws, which were
registered with the Government of
British Columbia under the Societies
Act. The introductory wording was
carefully created by Edmund and Mary:
“The Pender Post is published once
a month by The Pender Post Society
with the help and support of various
organizations on the Pender Islands, a
community whose interests the society
seeks to serve.” The first Constitution
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and By-Laws of The Pender Post
Society were registered on March 7,
1972 and included Article IV b), a
clause which may not be altered, which
states: “The Society, or name of the
Society, or The Pender Post, or its name
shall not be used in any way to promote
any political interests or the private or
commercial interests of any persons or
organizations.”
Edmund also added that he was pleased
the board had accepted the wording
that he and Mary submitted “because
the constitution forbade the payment
of any salaries or wages of any sort but
made the work of the society dependent
utterly on voluntary contribution
of individual time and effort. I was
privately interested in seeing how long
this experiment in public voluntaryism
(sic) could continue.” (That worked for
a few years until the job of cutting the
stencils became onerous and the society
began to pay the typists.) Edmund served
as coordinator/editor for three years but
then quit because, to use Mary’s words,
“All these women were telling him what
to do.”
[Dick Tallman in his history of The
Pender Post in the More Tales book
pointed out: “The Pender Post Society
does not have a fixed home. In the
early years its monthly meetings were
usually held in the then golf clubhouse
in the summer, and in the Legion Hall
in the winter. Its annual meetings took
place in the old Port Washington Hall.
In later years the monthly meetings
were conducted in the homes of various
Board members - the Davidsons, Maria
Watson, Moores, McLardys, Norman
Robertsons,
Tallmans,
Corbetts,
McKinnons, to name a few. Annual
meetings are now held at the community
centre (ie the community room at the
school).”]
The Maria Watson Years		
May 1977 - December 1999

When Edmund quit, Jean Bradley
served as editor for two years. She
was followed by Joan Ward in August
1976. At that time Volume 6, No. 66
was 14 pages in length. With Maria’s
appointment by the Pender Post Board
as editor #4, thus began her remarkable
almost 23-year career as Editor/Mother
Hen. She was 65 when she started
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

and 87 when she retired, although she
carried on as a member of the Editorial
Board until she died at 95. Apart from a
$25 per month cheque to pay for office
supplies, she did not receive, nor want,
any remuneration for her work.
The tremendous growth that happened
on Pender Island through the 1970s,
‘80s, and ‘90s was mirrored in the
growth of The Pender Post. Under
Maria’s editorship the community
newsletter grew from 16 pages with
reports from 16 organizations to a 76page publication with monthly news
from 56 groups.
The “Of General Interest” section of the
October 1978 issue featured a detailed
piece written by Maria entitled, “The
Making of a Monthly Newspaper.” In it
she chronicled a month in the life of the
publication.
“Even in those early days problems arose.
Who will type it? Have we enough ditto
paper? Will the antiquated ditto machine
we first used break down again? And, if
so, will the school allow us to use their
machine? However, willing volunteer
workers were always at hand, and
large, insurmountable obstacles soon
became of no consequence. Gradually
systems and routines were set in motion
to take care of problems before they
arose.” She explained what happened
at monthly meetings of the board of
directors, which comprised an executive
and representatives from all Pender nonprofit groups.

She ended with:				
“The administration of the paper is a big
job and many long hours are spent in
the preparation, typing, run on, folding
and mailing. Articles for the paper by
the editor or whoever, preparation and
solicitation of ads, billing of ads, off
island subscriptions, and the correlation
of all financial matters by the treasurer,
go on all through the month. It is only
in the last week that a great flurry of
activity takes place - the typists at their
machines, the run off team - an average
of 800 - 900 copies of at least 20 stencils
- time consuming indeed - then to a team
of folders who take these endless sheets
and put them into the form in which you
all finally receive the paper. Last - but
not the least - our off-island secretary
gets busy addressing and mailing the
paper to her long list of off-island
subscribers, and the folding committee
makes sure that enough papers are
delivered to the two island post offices
to ensure that all residents receive a
copy by the first of each month. Now
the volunteer workers may take a break
for another two and a half weeks in the
knowledge that their jobs are well and
truly done.”
Then director Dick Tallman also
commented on the printing machines:
“... the two-page introductory issue of
the newspaper was for three hundred
copies. It and the next two or three issues
were printed on Mr. Turnbull’s copying
machine which produced copies of a
sickly purple colour. In July the Society
bought its own duplicating machine for
$25. However, because it was designed
for smaller copying runs it was soon
found to be inadequate for producing
the increasing number of good copies
needed for the growing subscription
list. The first of a succession of
Gestetner duplicating machines was
therefore purchased in October 1971 at
a cost of $200. For the next 15 years
various upgraded models of these
machines, ranging from hand-cranked
to electrically-driven, were used as the
printing medium for The Pender Post.”

publishing. We called it the A. C.
Electronic Cottage Press. Using an
IBM type computer, the software for
layout and pagination, a high-resolution
printer, and a scrupulously maintained
photocopier, over time we produced
flyers, advertisements, notices, as well
as bulkier publications for commercial
printing, such as the Pender Island
Lions’ annual telephone book, and even
two full-length books.
We were extremely fortunate when
Maria Watson, the editor of The Pender
Post, asked us to undertake the monthly
preparation of printer-ready copy. Each
month she would bring a bag of assorted
scripts which had been reviewed by the
editorial board. They ranged in physical
quality from neatly typed pages to
pencil scrawls on torn corners of note
paper. Our task was to prepare pages
ready for a commercial printer. First
Island Blue Print in Victoria and then
Alea on Mayne Island.
The Pender Post was not fancy. The
cover was light green in colour and
the front page showed the calendar
of forthcoming events, except for
the December issue which had a line
drawing. The remainder of the pages
(a total number divisible by four) were
printed on white stock.
In 1998, I could no longer guarantee
to be on island and be free to work
for several days in the third week

of the month. It was with relief and
gladness that I was able to hand over
the responsibility for preparation of the
printer-ready copy to Michel Pelletier.
He has been able to take The Pender
Post to its present heights of coloured
cover and rearranged calendar.”
The Alea Design and Print Years

When Alea Design and Print on Mayne
Island took over the printing, Garnet
Marler volunteered to go over on the
ferry and pick up the copies. When
he retired in 1996, Michel Pelletier
became the distribution coordinator.
My better half, Chuck Harris took over
in 1998. The ferry schedules and the
weather always had to be taken into
consideration.
Editor Number Five takes over
from Maria in December 1999

In 1998 I was offered the copy typist
job. When Maria Watson decided it was
time to retire in 1999, she encouraged
me to put my name forward to the board
of directors. I was appointed and a
new chapter in my life began. I soon
discovered that the job of editor involved
quite a bit more than just editing.
“Extra curricular” activities included
helping to organize all candidates’
meetings for Islands Trust, CRD,
and School District No. 64 Board
representatives. In 1999, Peter Kappele
presented the idea of publishing The

A.C. Electronic Cottage Press Neville Avison’s Memories

“Shortly after we came to Pender
Island in 1988, my wife and I started
a home-based business of desktop
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

7

Pender Post Millennium Editon which
would have submissions from all of the
non-profit island organizations. The
Pender Post funded the project and
Michel Pelletier worked closely with
Peter and did the layout.
Being editor gave me the opportunity to
indulge two of my favourite pastimes,
history and enjoying the cycles of
nature. I loved reading the old issues
and sometime after 2001, on the 30th
anniversary, I started including a Pender
Posts Past column, which continues
today, giving readers a glimpse into what
had happened on Pender 30 years prior.
Another part of my job about which I
felt strongly was the Remembering
section and I tried to ensure that when
members of our community died, they
were honoured fully and respectfully.
In 2007, The Pender Post Society was
delighted to receive an Islands Trust
Stewardship Award in the “Enduring
Achievement” category for its role in
building community since 1971. It was
a proud moment for all of us.
The Volunteers

This history is about the people of
the islands who sought connection as
their island changed with the arrival
of newcomers, many of them retirees,
beginning in the late ‘60s. In Edmund

Morrison’s account of the early years
of The Pender Post he thanked Eva
and Walter Cunliffe, Archie and Jean
Grimes, Joan Ward, Matt Gray, Geoff
Wilkins, Doreen Carter, Vern Roddick,
Dick Tallman, and collating and folding
volunteers May and Tim Appleby, Elsie
Apivor, Bertha Matthews, Phoebe Galpin,
Doris Billyeald, Anita Blanchard, Ross
McKinnon Sr., Ellen and Stew Corbett,
Bernie and Ruth Deaville, Ron Thornber,
and Barb Fraser.
In Dick Tallman’s tribute to The Pender
Post, written in 1993, he gave the names
of many others who volunteered in the
‘70s and ‘80s: Jean Bradley, Joan Ward,
Marjorie Bailey, Joe Billyeald, Mary
Morrison, Eleanor Carey, Beth Amies,
Dianne Allison, Mike McCaffery, Mary
Ripley, Sue Hutton, Rob and Marjorie
Russell, Hilda Glyde, Joyce WhiteSanders, Willis and Doris Moore, Dick
and Margaret Tallman, Joyce Klein,
Tom Matty, Gordon Berry Norman and
Eileen Robertson, Dave and Florence
Davidson. “Unnumbered others have
given of their time and energy, and are
still doing so.”
Many more volunteered to help
over the next 30 years.

Finally, I want to pay tribute to some of
the Board members I worked with in my
14 years as editor. They were strong and

The cover of The Pender Post Millennium Editon (original in colour)
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creative yet very practical, and knew
the importance of teamwork: people
like Jean Bradley, Maria Watson, Helen
Allison, Helen Harper, Celia Pemberton,
Bev Conkey, and Jean McDonald.
Speaking of longevity, Helen Allison
has been on the board of directors
from the late ‘70s, served as president
for several terms and may well be the
longest-serving member of the society;
Helen Harper, a multi-talented artist,
did such a good job recording the
minutes of board meetings for many
years; Dianne Allison has looked after
The Pender Post Society’s books since
August 1982 which puts her at a close
second to Helen Allison in dedication,
and Marje Franchuk-Lacey cheerfully
collected annual subscription payments
and prepared the mailing labels for
decades. Celia Pemberton’s positive
attitude, even in the face of dreadful
personal challenges, inspired us all. Jean
McDonald’s quick wit and dry Scottish
sense of humour was priceless.
I’ll end my segment by going back to the
beginning - to one of the islanders who
was present at that first meeting in 1971
- Jean Bradley. I have so many good
memories, particularly of the times once
a month when I went to Jean’s home to
pick up the proofreading pages. I was
always in a rush but Jean and Wally
would always offer me that warm Pender
Island hospitality. Until her death in mid
March, Jean had been living in Saanich.
I phoned her recently to say hello and not
surprisingly, she was still taking a keen
interest in island activities. She loved
to receive The Pender Post each month.
We on Pender Island are grateful that she
and her father, Ashton Ross-Smith, got
busy and got The Pender Post ball rolling
in 1971.
Because I took off my editor’s hat and
retired in December 2013, I will leave
it to current Pender Posters to chronicle
the last seven years in this saga.
Although social media has given us
the means of instantly communicating,
platforms such as Facebook are fleeting;
information is often here today and
gone tomorrow. I believe there still is
an important role to be played by The
Pender Post and I hope it continues to
build community for another 50 years.
D o re e n B a l l

P ender Island In 1971

S

ome history will give context and
help explain why in the early years
of the 1970s these community leaders
felt it important to have some type of
on-island communication. At that point
the only “local” newspaper was the Gulf
Islands Driftwood and the only Pender
news came in a little social column
which reported on islanders’ comings
and goings and visits from friends and
family. When The Pender Post was first
published, Pender had their first fulltime doctor, Dr. Homer Rogers, who ran
his practice out of his McKinnon Road
home, with his wife Jean as his assistant.
The Bishop Coleman Health Care Centre
with Dr. Sutherland as doctor didn’t
open until May 30, 1981. The Farmers’
Institute, which had been formed in
1924, was active, as was the Pender
chapter of the Women’s Institute. The
Lions Club received its charter in June
1973. There were no full time RCMP.
There was no fire protection service
and structure fires were common. The
community hall at Port Washington was
still there, but the Hope Bay Community
Hall had burned down in 1967. Electric
heating and a second room came to the
Pender School in 1971. There was no
library until the Pender Lender library
set up shop in 1973 in the back room
of the Community Church.
There
were two general stores, one at Port
Washington and one at Hope Bay. The
shopping development at the Driftwood
Centre wasn’t built until 1981. In 1971
there were two post offices, at the Port
Washington and Hope Bay General
Stores. South Pender’s Post Office
closed in July 1970. There had been a
volunteer-run Pender Island Golf Club
since 1937. The Pender Legion had
a small shack which the Pender Post
Board used in the beginning for its
meetings.
Three things seem to have propelled
the islands into a post-World War II
growth spurt. In 1955 Canal Road was
completed and the bridge was opened
on June 1. BC Ferries constructed a
front-end loading ferry dock at Otter
Bay in 1965. In 1962, Gulf Garden
Estates begins phase one of lot sales
in the area near Boat Nook. In 1965,
Gulf Garden Estates began phase two

of sales extending east on Schooner
Way and around Pender Lake. Total
lots subdivided eventually reached
1,200. 1967, Garden Gulf Estates
became Magic Lake Estates. A large
natural depression on North Pender
was excavated and dammed to create
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

Buck Lake, a reservoir 40 feet in depth.
This new water source augmented the
water supply from Pender Lake, now
called Magic Lake. Surveying and road
building was completed in 1974.
D o re e n B a l l
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P ender P ost Notes

A

s you quickly will see, there’s a great
deal going on with The Pender Post
these days.
For starters, we’re 50!

That’s 50 years of volunteers putting
together a community newsletter so that
everyone can know what’s going on
these days.
That’s 50 years of contributors writing
about events and activities within their
club or organization.
That’s 50 years of someone guiding
the helm and putting it all together for
publication.
That’s 50 years of someone printing
the issue, or getting it from the printers
and making sure it lands on doorsteps,
mailboxes, or retail outlets in a timely
fashion.
To all who have been involved in that
process, now, or at any time in the last
50 years, thank you.
To those who began this publication, we
owe thanks for a great idea. Obviously,
it was an enduring idea. I, personally,

am grateful that in setting up things
such as advertising to help cover costs,
they declined to do as mainstream
publications do and charge for birth and
death announcements.

To The Pender Post

We have steadfastly refused to charge
a dime for announcements that let us
know who has good news to share and
who is letting us share their sorrow.

A subscriber since 1986.
Diane Riedel

Pender Post Past

The column Pender Post Past is
changing format a tiny bit as of this
issue. It will be focussed on 50 years ago
as Val Butcher goes through those initial
offerings to let the current audience
know what was happening on this island
in 1971.
AGM

And since we operate from the initial
constitution and bylaws as laid out 50
years ago, it’s time to let you know that
our Annual General Meeting will be
held May 18 this year. That’s later than
normal, but the board voted to bump
the meeting back in hopes that we will
be able to meet in person rather than
via Zoom, as we have done all winter.
The AGM is set for May 18 at the
Community Hall, beginning at 10 am.
Jean Bradley

And finally, we at The Pender Post must
say goodbye to Jean Bradley, who with
her father, started The Pender Post 50
years ago, its first issue in April of 1971.
She served The Pender Post for many
years and made a great contribution.
Sadly she left us on March 11, knowing
what was planned to celebrate her
actions of many years ago. May she rest
in peace.
Vi c k i D u t t o n

C ongratulations
50 big wishes for your birthday. Many
thanks to current and original staff.

S pecial Notices
Free Income Tax 		
Preparation

O

nce again Beacon Community
Services and the Pender Island
Health Care Society Community
Support office is offering a Community
Volunteer Income Tax Preparation
Program. This is a free Income Tax
Filing service for those with a modest
income and a simple tax situation. If
you have an income less than $35,000 (1
individual) to $52,000 (family of 5), you
likely qualify! Your income tax will be
completed by a qualified and approved
volunteer
following
COVID-19
protocols.
For more information, call 629-3346 or
email communitysupport@shaw.ca.
The Royal Canadian Legion is
also providing this free service.
Call Jean at 629-3520 or email to
penderlegiontaxclinic@gmail.com.
Jane Harrison

KD

Lawn and Yard
Services

(Pender Owned and Operated)

Lawns • Yards • Gardens
For more info

250-891-2607

Kdlawns2go@gmail.com
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Earth Day Beach Clean-up
April 17

D

istressed by the reports of massive
amounts of plastic in the world’s
oceans? Upset about images of wildlife
entangled in debris left floating in the
sea? Dismayed at litter along the roads,
pathways, and shorelines of Pender?
This is your chance to help. The 32nd
Annual Earth Day Beach and Roadside
Clean-up is happening on Saturday,
April 17 from 9 am to 12:30 pm in
the parking lot of the Medicine Beach
Centre. The event is being organized
by the Pender Islands Conservancy and
sponsored in part by the CRD.
You need not wait until Clean-up day to
start cleaning the beach, park, pathway,
or roadside of your choice. Anytime
between now and April 17, you can grab
some gloves and bags and head out to
clean and bring your collected debris
and litter down to the drop off site at
the Medicine Beach Centre on Cleanup day. Volunteers will be there to help
you load your garbage into the bins. If
you need bags, you can pick them up
at the Conservancy Nature Centre at
Hope Bay. If you need help with any
large or difficult to reach items, please
let us know, and we will try and arrange
volunteers to come out to assist you.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we will
not be signing people in or assigning
beaches or roads to anyone ahead of
time; we will just ask for your name
and number of people in your party
when you come down to drop off your
collected debris. Unfortunately, we will
not be having our usual volunteer lunch
with music, displays, and prizes due
to COVID-19. However, Slow Coast
Coffee will be on hand with treats and
hot coffee.
If you know where you will be cleaning,
it would be helpful if you let us know
ahead of time. To do so, or if you
have any questions, please email me at
president@penderconservancy.org. See
ad on this page.
Elizabeth Miles

From

our

MLA

T

he brain is part of the
body - let’s include it
in our healthcare system.

We have been asking
questions of the provincial government
about their response to the growing
mental health crisis in British Columbia.
Every one of their responses have been
framed with sincere condolences. Yet,
urgent action is lacking. We have heard
from numerous community advocates
that the provincial programs to deliver
a safe supply of pharmaceutical grade
alternatives to poisonous illicit street
drugs are not enough. We have heard
that the province has not moved quickly
enough to decriminalize people who
possess a personal supply of illicit street
drugs.
For too long our friends, family, and
neighbours who struggle with mental
health and addictions have faced
relentless stigmatization and judgement
instead of receiving the support and care
they deserve.

Earth Day Beach and
Roadside Clean-up
Saturday, April 17, 2021
9 am - 12:30 pm
Medicine Beach Centre
Please join us for this
important environmental stewardship
event. For information check out
the Special Notices section in this
month’s issue of The Pender Post, or
go to the Conservancy website at
penderconservancy.org
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

Happy
Easter
COVID-19 vaccine
to be on Pender
Island in March for
people aged 80+
and April for all other
residents. Be sure to
register for yours
when available.
Please monitor the
islandhealth.ca
website or call the
Pharmacy if you need
assistance or have
any questions.
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There are far too many stories of how
our fellow citizens have been forced to
overcome obstacles deeply entrenched
in government institutions.
Rather than receiving the medical
treatment they need, people suffering
from addictions have been arrested and
sent to the criminal justice system. Rather
than receiving the medical treatment they
need, people suffering from a mental
health crisis have been belittled and
sent on their way without the support or
treatment they are seeking.
Discriminating against people suffering
from addictions and mental health
crises by labeling them as criminals and
less-than-worthy of treatment is rooted
in a culture of stigmatization that is
informed by a bias across government
institutions.
People are dying in British Columbia
because of outdated drug policy. People
are dying in British Columbia because
when they seek treatment for a mental
health crisis, they cannot get the help
they need.
It doesn’t have to be this way. One big
step the government can take towards

providing specialized mental health
care for British Columbians is to pursue
a pilot project authorizing psychologists
to become eligible providers through the
Medical Service Plan or Psychological
Services Plan. This would help expand
the access and affordability of mental
health services and ensure all British
Columbians can access the health care
they require.
The BC NDP government has not
demonstrated the urgency that is needed
to address these crises. When we ask
questions, we often receive lists of
piecemeal actions being taken related to
mental health. Though many of them are
great - more treatment beds and online
support, for example - they do not
address the broader, systemic problem
at hand.
Our government does not treat mental
and physical ailments equitably. If you
are experiencing a cardiac event, stroke,
or even diagnosed with terminal cancer
it is unlikely that you will be diminished
or blamed for your condition. In fact,
you are likely to receive world-class
treatment from the British Columbia
health care system. However, we have

heard too many examples that are far
from this response from people who
present to a healthcare facility with a
mental health crisis and/or addiction.
We asked Premier John Horgan in
question period when his government
is going to change the culture in our
healthcare system so British Columbians
can expect the same treatment when
they present with ailments of the mind
or the body.
Unfortunately, there was no answer,
but we think everyone can agree that
the situation is dire and getting worse.
If we are to ‘build back better’ after
the pandemic, truly caring for British
Columbians’ mental wellbeing will
need to be at the forefront of that effort.
Co-written by MLA Sonia Furstenau,
Cowichan Valley and
MLA Adam Olsen, Saanich North
and the Islands

In A ppreciation

F

or the last year we have cared for my
mother, Rosemary, in our home on
Pender. Rosemary has been living with
Alzheimer’s for several years, and has
recently moved into long term care in
Sidney.
During this last year, we have struggled
to provide her the care she needed and to
make her life interesting and enjoyable.
Fortunately we have had the support of
many people on the island and we want
to thank some of them personally.
Everyone at the medical clinic has been
incredibly kind and supportive. Carolyn
and Miranda have helped us navigate the
healthcare system, that being much more
difficult during COVID-19. Throughout
this time we have always known they
were doing their best to make this work
and keep our spirits up. Thank you
both; you were our foundation. And
for everyone else there, your help with
doctor visits and tests was critically
important in maintaining her health.
Rachel, Lorraine, and Diana all spent
many hours with Rosemary - walking,
touring Pender, doing crafts, and just
sitting quietly. You gave Jim and I a
chance for some time on our own, and
more importantly you made Rosemary
feel important and involved since all
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these visitors kept coming to see her!
Your patience, your caring, and your
simple kindness will never be forgotten.
Whether we were going to the pharmacy
to fill a prescription, or the coffee shop
for a treat, we always found Penderites
to be kind and thoughtful, wanting to
help Rosemary. Your kindness made her
so happy, and we thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.
Therese Cochlin and Jim Morgan

Remembering
Garth Gregory Anderson
November 1950 - February 2021

he went on to work at CTF Systems
in research and development and then
moved on to Creo Products where he
remained for the rest of his career. His
love of physics remained throughout his
life. In his quiet time, he would work on
challenging problems the way some of
us would work on a crossword or read
a book. As his cousin Tom said, “Garth
was such a unique person, unafraid to
do things his own way, and he always
looked at things in a scientific way.
He was the only guy I knew who read
physics and math books for fun.”

weekends while camping at Fred and
Vi’s waterfront property. The Pender
house was purchased in the spring of
2001. Although hesitant at first, Garth
learned to love Pender and all the friends
that he made there. Every Friday night
for ten years, he cycled from his work
in Burnaby to Tsawwassen to catch the
ferry to Pender for the weekend, and
every Sunday he would ride back again
to their home in Kerrisdale. His pet
peeve was the fact that bikes weren’t
allowed through the tunnel into town, so
he had to take the bus for that part of
the trip.

He met Patricia at a series of potluck
dinners held by a mutual friend. To one
of those dinners, he amazingly carried
a fully prepared lasagna on the back of
his bike from the east part of Burnaby
all the way to the friend’s home near
UBC…successfully!

Much time over the years was spent
camping: with family at beaches,
hiking in the Rockies with Patricia’s
brother Doug and sister-in-law Lynda,
travelling to the California desert with
Doug and Lynda, or driving to Mexico
on two occasions. He loved riding in the
desert, especially on San Diego County
Road S22, known as Montezuma Grade
because it is hilly and winding enough
to deter most cyclists and even vehicles.
But Garth loved it, so much so that he
kept a picture of the S22 road sign on
their fridge.

He and Patricia discovered the Southern
Gulf Islands after attending events at
the Commonwealth Games in Victoria
in 1994. They then purchased a lot on
beautiful Saturna Island but after a few
years realized it was impossible to build
on Saturna from a distance. So they
started looking on Pender Island on

Give your Pet
the Salon experience

PET GROOMING STUDIOS

G

arth died suddenly at Boat Nook
after walking the dog there to watch
the sunset. It was one of his favourite
things to do.
Born in Vancouver, he went to school
in Port Moody, and went on to UBC. In
1988, he and a pal he met through an
ad at Mountain Equipment Coop, cycled
across Canada and down to New York,
and then flew to Europe to cycle there.
Other cycling adventures included
trips to Mexico, the Okanagan, and
Vancouver to Calgary. He never needed
much to travel and be happy…it was
about the adventure.
Upon his return home he decided to go
back to school to further his passion
for physics. After he finished school,

Marlene Jeronimus
marlenejeronimus@icloud.com

604-716-3144

PENDER ISLAND VETERINARY CLINIC
Dr. Gordon Oudman

Veterinary Care for Small Animals

Open Monday to Friday: 10 am to 4 pm
#9 – 4301 Bedwell Harbour Road
At the Hope Bay Store
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Garth had his opinions and wasn’t shy
to share them but he never offended
anyone or made others feel small in
conversation. He was a kind and gentle
soul with an infectious laugh, abundant
curiosity, and boundless energy. He was
an integral part of the Socrates Café
where he asked great questions and
was truly interested in others; always
keen to learn and to share his stories,
knowledge, and memories. His free
time was spent walking his beloved dog
Kinza, playing tennis where he was a
fierce but fair competitor, riding his bike
and of course, eating. Garth’s appetite
was a thing of family legend - when he
was coming for dinner, you had to add
enough food for four.
A favourite memory of some of the
grandkids was shooting off homemade
bottle rockets which Garth would spend
much time creating and perfecting. As
an extra detail, he fastened a Playmobil
action figure to one of them; the figure
was lost during blast-off but was found
years later during a subsequent launch.
Garth is survived by his partner Patricia,
her children Bonnie (Mike), Tim (Lisa),
Christian (Maria), and Jen (Martin),

thirteen grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren, and his brother Ken,
along with cousins Tom, Hugh, and
Robin.
A celebration of his life may be planned
for sometime in the future when we can
gather safely together. In the meantime,
Patricia would like to express thanks to
the first responders and to Dr. Rebner,
and to the people on Pender who have
offered so much assistance and support.
Patricia Leclair
Socrates Café remembers Garth

Earlier this month the Socrates Café lost
one of its most respected and valued
members, Garth Anderson. I believe
this small selection of letters represents
our universal admiration for Garth and
our deepest sorrow at his passing:
I am stunned. Garth was such a fine,
intelligent gentleman. Being a physicist,
I used to ask him questions about that
science and always enjoyed his lucid
explanations. It was always enjoyable at
Socrates to listen to his wise words.
Gerry Ray

The Gods of Entropy and the
Fifth Yin is a surrealistic satire and polemic that mirrors the last two thousand
years of our own history.
Its themes deal with ideology and wars and confusion
that contribute to suffering
debt for the hoi polloi who
are under the thumb of the
ruling Haploids. Meanwhile
the Hyperborean masters
from the ﬁfth dimension
are trying to thwart the
psychopathic Haploids.
It is a trilogy contained between one cover of nine
hundred and eighty-seven
pages of relatively small
print, also available as an
eBook. Google the book
title and author’s name to
order or for more information.

I’m still reeling from your news.
Garth was so fit. He rode that bike of
his through every weather condition
possible.
He will be very missed at the Socrates
group. I remember the first Socrates
meeting I attended he gave a talk on, I
think, gravity. He was using a blackboard
describing in complicated detail his
topic in his quiet, unassuming manner.
He and I exchanged many emails about
astrophysical goings-on.
M a rg u e r i t e H u n t
This is a shock and sad. I didn’t
know him personally but remember
interacting regularly with him at the
Thursday evening meetings. He always
had interesting physics and math related
theories to share. He was very good at
explaining them and easy to talk to. It
widened my intellectual world.
L a u r a Vi l n e s s
Sad news indeed, and incredibly
unexpected. He was a stalwart in our
group. His knowledge and rational
presence will be sorely missed.
K e i t h Va l e n t i n e
I think that one of the things that we
will all miss is Garth’s technical insight
into life’s many mysteries. In one of my
last discussions with him, he once again
gently corrected my misunderstanding
of reality and explained how things truly
were. Here is how it unfolded.
We were walking up the hill from
Thieves when I commented that the hills
seemed to be getting steeper. Having
discussed this phenomenon with other
wise friends such as Bruce Alexander,
we had determined that it had nothing
to do with the passage of time and our
physical decline. Since this could not be
the cause, we postulated that it must be
that gremlins, or some other nefarious
element, were gradually increasing the
incline of the hills whilst we all slept.
When I relayed these conclusions

Deryck Hockley
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I am so sorry to hear of Garth’s
passing. He was such a knowledgeable,
thoughtful, and integral member of
Socrates. I send deep condolences to
Patricia also. He will be missed by all
of us.
A n n S t a f f o rd
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to Garth, he gently smiled at my
foolishness and proceeded to explain
how I was in error.
“This is not what is happening my
friend,” he stated. “If this was the case,
then over time we would all be able to
empirically determine that hills were
indeed getting steeper. What is actually
happening is that the gremlins are slowly
increasing the gravitational constant.”
I was both humbled and thankful for
another one of his profound insights into
how the universe works. He will be ever
so sorely missed.
To b y B o y d e l l
Thank you all for expressing the sadness
of Garth leaving. Having a dog brings
special opportunities for Dog Owners to
meet! I ran into Garth on a regular basis.
We had some great chats! Some of us are
not exactly saying our final goodbyes to
him as we expect to hear from him to
either debunk or confirm that we exist
in some form after the physical part of
us leaves. I will forever treasure him in
my memories! Toby, let me know if you
find out about the “The gravitational
Constant”!
Marika Kenwell
Our household is broken-hearted today.
Garth was our neighbour who we might
see two or three times a day passing with
his tennis racket, walking their dog, or
on his bike. I found myself looking for
him all day. And at Socrates so many
times I would be waiting for him to
speak. I know what a loss this will be
for you all and my heart breaks a little
more. Hugs to everyone.
J e a n M o o re

That was very hard and almost painful
to read. I will so miss seeing him walk
his little Jack Russell along the road. I
liked Garth very much and it will take a
while to really sink in. Shaking my head
while I am writing this.
I re n e R o g e r s
My friend Garth was a true gentle soul.
I never heard him say a bad word about
anyone. He was polite, mild mannered,
and fun to talk to. His main passion
in life was to try and understand how
the universe worked. His physics
background and study kept him busy
almost every day trying to figure out
why the universe was here and what was
real, and as a result he found it hard to
believe in things that he could not prove.
So let’s hope that he has now found a
more wonderful place to try and figure
out and understand.
R o y M o o re
There were many more letters sent, and I
hope this selection is a fitting tribute for a
man whose knowledge and opinions we
all respected, even if we didn’t understand
them half the time! I remember once he
spent a good half hour explaining to
a couple of Socrates members why a
spinning top reverses direction when it
falls over. I still don’t get it.
John Gowen
Moving Around Pender
remembers Garth

Please see their tribute on page 26.
D a v i d H a rg re a v e s
Jenny and Derek remember Garth

We will remember Garth with a smile on
our faces: every exchange with him was
a positive one.
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He gave the same careful attention
to helping repair a door lock as to
explaining the mysteries of the universe.
He was kind, generous, thoughtful,
patient, calm, and great company.
He was a wonderful friend and
neighbour.

Jean Marie Patricia Bradley
(nee Ross-Smith)
December 30, 1935-March 11, 2021

I

t is with heavy hearts that we
announce the passing of long time
Pender Island resident Jean Bradley, our
dear mother, grandmother, sister, aunt,
mother-in-law, and friend. Jean was
born December 30, 1935, in Cornwall,
Ontario, to Gertrude (nee Boucher) and
Ashton Ross-Smith. Jean was the first
child of the Ross-Smith family and elder
sister to her two brothers, George and
Ian. Jean and her family first moved to
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Pender in 1948 after her father bought
the Menzies’ farm. The family lived
on Pender for a few years, returned to
Montreal, and then Jean eventually
returned to Pender Island in the early
1960s, to visit her father who had taken
up full time residence on the island.
While visiting, Jean met, fell in love
with, and married Wally Bradley; they
were married for over 50 years.
Before returning to Pender, Jean
attended Macdonald College and
McGill University in Montreal where
she attained her Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Education degrees. Having
begun her teaching career in Montreal in
both elementary and high schools, Jean
became a long-time teacher on Pender
Island in the 1960s after marrying
Wally. The birth of her daughter, Carol,
in 1963 meant Jean had to take some
time off from teaching. During this
time, Jean and Wally’s family grew with
the births of her sons, John, and later,
Jamie. Both Jean and Wally loved being
parents and loved their children dearly.
They welcomed many of their children’s
friends to their home at Hope Bay and
always enjoyed having plenty of kids

around. Jean returned to full time
teaching in 1976 and had a fulfilling and
robust career. She retired in 1998.
Jean was always wholeheartedly
involved in the Pender Island community,
and throughout her life worked hard for
almost every organization on the island:
the Pender Island Hall Committee, the
Farmers’ Institute, the Fall Fair, the
Ladies Auxiliary to the Legion, the
Coleman-Rogers Bursary Fund were
only a few. Together with her father,
Ashton Ross-Smith, and Professor
Morrison, she began The Pender Post
in the early 1970s. She truly believed
in the common good, and if something
needed doing, Jean did it.
Besides being a wonderful teacher
and devoted mother, Jean eventually
became a doting grandmother. She loved
her grandchildren Megan, Michael,
Graham, and Catherine, and her greatgrandchild Wally with all of her heart.
Jean loved nothing more than to bake
for and with them, to read to them, to
take them places, to play cards with
them, and many other fun, interesting,
and educational experiences.

Jean taught us a tremendous amount
about life, but more than anything she
taught us the true meaning of facing and
overcoming seemingly insurmountable
odds and tough situations with strength
and courage, with grace and dignity, and
with humility and care. Jean passed
away peacefully on March 11, 2021, at
Saanich Peninsula Hospital where she
had lived for the last five years of her
life after suffering a severe stroke in
2015. Jean loved her family and friends
dearly, and we loved her. Really what
more is there to life than that?
A service for Jean will be held on
Pender sometime this summer. An
announcement will be made in the
coming months.
Bradley Family
The Legion remembers Jean

Please see their tribute on page 44.
Jean Deschenes

Edgar Dieno

A

wonderful husband, father, and
grandfather, Ed Dieno, passed
away on February 24, 2021 at Kelowna
General Hospital at the age of 88.
Ed leaves behind his loving wife and
nurse of 60 years, Carmen; his daughters
Tracey and Leona (Randy); and
granddaughters Brittni and Miranda;
his friend and brother-in-law Raymond
(Ina) Gillespie; and several nieces and
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nephews.
He is predeceased by his parents, Ernst
and Emilie (Schumacher) and his two
sisters and four brothers.
Ed and Carmen spent an adventurous
life travelling and cruising to numerous
places. They lived on beautiful North
Pender Island for 30 plus years. They
wintered at Country Roads in Yuma,
Arizona, where they met an amazing
collection of friends and loved ones.
They recently moved to Kelowna, BC
where they’ve enjoyed their later years
gathering new friends at Sandalwood
Retirement home.
Ed loved to play golf whenever he could
and was a great card player, loved to
dance, but more than anything, Ed loved
a good laugh, a good meal, and spending
time with his family and friends. He had
a wonderful sense of humour and was
always a joy at any gathering.
Due to current COVID-19 restrictions,
a memorial service will be planned for
in the near future. Memorial donations
to the charity of your choice would be
appreciated.
Tr a c e y D i e n o

lovingly remembered by his wife,
Ruth, and children Dwayne (Maureen
O’Donoghue) Grant, Linda (Pat) Schille,
Leslie (Darrell) Moore, Maureen (Mark)
Coutts and Marlene (Brent Johnson)
Grant, as well as eight grandchildren
and ten great grandchildren, with more
on the way. He is survived by siblings,
Ralph (d. Joanne) and Wayne (Hazel)
Grant and their families, as well as
predeceased by brother, Ray (d. Sandy)
Grant.
Dean was born in Gladstone, Manitoba.
After leaving Gladstone with his new
bride in 1952, he settled in Devon
Alberta, where he began his career with
Imperial Oil. Dean and Ruth raised
their five children in Devon and were
active members in the community. Dean
touched many lives and developed
lifelong friendships as the fire chief
of the local volunteer fire department,
Scoutmaster, and serving as an Elder in
the United Church. An Arabian hobby
farm eventually led Dean to become a
founding member of the Aurora Arabian
Horse Association in Edmonton, and
ultimately into positions in both the
Canadian and World Arabian Horse

Association, providing opportunities for
Dean and Ruth to travel internationally.
As Dean’s career with Imperial Oil
advanced, the family was transferred to
Calgary in 1972. He eventually retired
in 1986, after a successful 35-year
career. In 1989, Dean and Ruth then
moved to Pender Island, where they
immersed themselves in the west coast
lifestyle. Being out in his sailboat was
Dean’s favourite pastime, whether a
daytrip fishing or sailing in and around
the west coast islands. When on land,
Dean’s hobby shifted to winemaking.
The greatest joys of his life were the 68year journey with his wife, Ruth, and
time with family and friends.
As per Dean’s wishes, he has been
cremated and will be laid to rest in
Calgary after COVID-19 subsides. No
memorial services will be held at this
time, but Ruth and the family want to
thank all those who have reached out
with their support. Donations in lieu of
flowers can be made to Pender Island
Health Clinic or a charity of your choice.
L e s l i e M o o re

Dean Clarence Grant
November 8, 1929-February 28, 2021

D

ean Grant, a 32-year resident
of Pender Island, passed away
peacefully
in
Victoria
General
Hospital on February 28.
He is
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Duncan Currie Patterson
June 24, 1940-December 24, 2020

A

small service will be held April 14
at 12:30 pm at the Pender Island
Public Cemetery. If you would like to
attend, please make sure that masks are
worn and social distancing adhered to.
It will be filmed for family and others
that wish to remain distanced. Afterward
I plan to toast Duncan with his favourite
Scotch (Aberlour) and play loud pipe
band music at our home (outdoors and
socially distanced for anyone that wants
to drop by).
I will keep this informal, as I believe
Duncan would approve. I met Duncan
about six years ago when he made his
way into my life by sitting down for
breakfast at Browning, back when the
bistro was the café. We struck up a
friendship over the next few years, and
as it happened, I was honoured to have
spent his last years living with him on
Rum Road in the beautiful house that
he designed. I was always struck by

Duncan’s outlook and sense of humour
at life. I learned a lot about his many
lives over our time together. Spanning
from growing up in Winnipeg, and his
time in Newfoundland and the Navy, to
almost becoming American in Oregon
while turning a water tower into a
gorgeous house. We bonded over our
traveling experiences, and the time we
both spent in Thunder Bay. Separated
by generations, it never mattered with
Dunc, we always had things to talk
about and learn from each other. We
had a fur baby together, whom many of
the walkers, disc golfers, and other fur
baby parents know as “Bailey.” Over
the years Duncan ran “Blue Thunder
Kennels,” and used to breed these
beautiful dogs. The twinkle in his eye
when he would talk about Kerry Blues
was hard to miss, and Bailey has been
wildly spoiled since day one with
Duncan. Duncan’s life was also never
complete without a Kerry Blue, or the
sounds of a pipe band playing in the
background. Over the years he played
with several bands, toured with them,
and regaled me with many amusing
stories of his time playing, and would
wake me up to the beautiful screeching
of the pipes. In Duncan’s last years on
Pender, he would always tell me that I
knew more people here than he did these
days. However, after the outpourings of
love and well wishes as we went through
with his hospital stay and passing, I can
honestly say that Pender knew Duncan
quite well. A huge thank you going out
to the wonderful residents here, and
the staff at Saanich Peninsula Hospital
that helped me smuggle in the dog and
whiskey and made Duncan’s final days
a little brighter. It is a shame when we
cannot come together and see all of our

friends, but if you know Duncan, please
raise a glass of scotch and wish him fair
winds and following seas.
Sophia Lewis

Waldo (Wally) Arnold
Sawatzky
February 19, 1939-February 16, 2021

Port Washington Montessori Children’s House
A learning environment for young people

Inspired Education
in a Licensed Facility with an accredited Montessori Educator
for children 6 mos – 12 years • flexible hours 5 days a week

Anne Davis

BFA, ECE, SNE, AMS

250-629-6114

infant/toddler, preschool, out-of-school, home school support
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W

ally was born on February 19,
1939 to Rev. Bernhard and Helen
Sawatzky in Coaldale, AB. He was
the only son with two older and two
younger sisters. He attended grade
school and after graduation attended
Coaldale Bible School before the

family moved to Edmonton, AB in
1957. His father and mother founded a
home church in 1957 that later became
the Lendrum M.B. church in 1962.
There, Wally was actively involved in
many ways, including preaching the
occasional sermon. Wally attended
the University of Alberta and worked
at a service station and as an orderly
at the University of Alberta hospital
to pay his way through university. It
was at the hospital where he met and
started dating Velma Lundgren, who
was working there as an LPN, and four
years later they were married on May
30, 1964. Wally graduated with his
Bachelor of Education that same year
and began his first year of teaching. In
1969, he completed his Masters Degree
of Administration.

for them to do together each day.

Wally and Velma were blessed with
three children, Cheryll, Wendy, and
Cameron. In 1979, the family moved
to Abbotsford, BC when Wally was
offered the position as Principal of the
Mennonite Educational Institute (MEI).
Wally was actively involved at South
Abbotsford M.B. Church on the pulpit
committee, singing in the church choir,
and preaching occasionally. In June
1991, Wally stepped back from being
Principal, staying on as a grade 11 and
12 English teacher until he retired in
2000. He and Velma moved to Pender
Island, BC in 2000 where they met many
dear friends and were actively involved
in the Pender Island Community
Church, including preaching. Both
before and after retiring, Wally enjoyed
marking English provincial exams
and doing the occasional Independent
school inspection for the Ministry of
Education. Disc golf, hiking Oaks
Bluff, and developing his woodworking
skills filled his days as well as working
part-time at Poets Cove doing repairs
and many building projects.

Pender Island Art Society

Wally passed away peacefully in the
Eagle Ridge Hospital on February 16,
due to complications from Sjögren’s
Syndrome. He was predeceased by
his parents and his sisters, Adeline,
Myrna, Charlotte, and Evelyn. He is
survived by his loving wife Velma,
daughters Cheryll Rogers (Mike),
Wendy Thiessen (Kevin), and son
Cameron Sawatzky (Stephanie), as well
as nine grandchildren (one married and
two engaged) and many nephews and
nieces. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
there will be no service at this time.
Cheryll Rogers (nee Sawatzky)

T he A rts

T

he
Pender
Island
Art Society (PIAS)
continues to find ways to
support and connect its
members. We hosted our first Zoom
meet-up on February 22. Members
who zoomed in from the comfort of
their homes and studios shared artwork,
helpful techniques, and resources. It
was an enjoyable and collegial artistic
sharing. We held a second Zoom
meeting on March 22 where members
were asked to share their current
artwork and something they’ve learned
recently about their creative process, or
a technique or style that’s new for them.
PIAS purchased a Zoom account to
facilitate ongoing monthly meet-ups.
It’s a casual format of Show and Share,
an opportunity to interact with other
member artists. We have been meeting

on the third Monday of the month at 1
pm. Our April meet-up will be held on
April 19 at 1 pm. An email link will be
sent by Peter Pare to members prior to
the Zoom meet-up.
PIAS members have been participating
in curated shows at The Gallery at
Ptarmigan. It’s an appreciated venue for
showing and selling their artwork. We
also continue to post members’ artwork
on the PIAS website (penderislandart.
com) and invite you to take a virtual
tour. This site is expertly maintained by
Jane Baker and we are very grateful for
her work.
Our annual Spring Art Show will not
be held during the month of May. We
miss our “real time” art shows at the
Community Hall and look forward to the
time when we can hold them again. We
are hoping to be able to resume Le Petit
Salon in November. In the meantime,
we will ask our members to post their
recent work on the PIAS website where
sales are arranged directly with the
participating artists.
May the renewed energy of spring and
the creative force be with you all!
L a u r a Vi l n e s s , Tre a s u re r

Pender Island Celtic
Music Society
Why Does Anyone Make Both
Bagpipes and Harps?

A

good question. If you
were asked to name
two instruments that are
as different as possible
you might choose a
bagpipe and a harp. Though not always,
the former can be strident and loud and
often plays in a temperament or scale that

In 2016, Wally and Velma moved to
Pitt Meadows, BC and began attending
Eagle Ridge Bible Fellowship Church in
Coquitlam, BC, where Wally served as
a Board Member. They would continue
to go back and forth to Pender Island as
Wally was an occasional guest speaker
at the Pender Island Community Church
and loved to visit with their friends.
Home renovations, playing cribbage,
and making puzzles were fun hobbies
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th
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can be offensive to classically trained
musicians used to ‘ordinary’ scales. A
harp, on the other hand, is completely
the reverse. It’s gentle, usually tuned to
match the notes of a piano, and not in
any way strident.
In early illustrations devils are often
depicted playing bagpipes whereas
angels are of course, playing harps.
To have developed an interest in making
two such different instruments is a little
puzzling, perhaps, so I will attempt to
explain how those interests developed.
First Episode - Bagpipes

Scottish smallpipes

My interest in bagpipes began shortly
after my wife and I came to Canada. We
were in an isolated mining camp in the
far north of Saskatchewan and I decided
to learn the most familiar bagpipe of all,
the Scottish Great Highland Bagpipe.
Long winter evenings, no television, and
being hundreds of miles off the provincial
road network helped avoid distraction
and the journey began. A neighbour

Northumbrian smallpipe chanter

of ours, however, was interested in the
much quieter Northumbrian small pipes
and we spent many hours talking about
the two instruments and indeed the
dozens of bagpipe variants associated
with many cultures.

At the time, finding piping supplies and
particularly good reeds was not easy. A
Scottish Great Highland Bagpipe uses
four reeds and unlike today, in those days
every reed was made from troublesome
cane. To make things worse, those sent
from Scotland were often poorer reeds
that had been discarded by Scottish
pipers. As any reed instrument player
will confirm, reeds are the most
important part of their instrument but
can be the bane of their existence, and
with four reeds that were often poor,
that problem was of course exacerbated.
Immediately then it became necessary
to experiment with adjusting and later,
making them. An old Scottish bachelor
piper was on one occasion asked whether
he ever intended to marry and his answer
was ‘O dear, no! I have enough trouble
with my reeds!’ And so, learning to play
the pipes and learning to make reeds
became a full time hobby.
In the early 1990s my wife and I were
back living in Saskatoon for a second
time and a friend bought a set of
Scottish smallpipes. They were similar
to the Northumbrian smallpipe but had
become almost extinct over the past two
hundred years. I thought the sound was
wonderful and they could be played

with almost any other instrument,
something that is more difficult with
the sometimes overpowering Scottish
Great Highland Bagpipes. They were
enjoying a resurgence in popularity and
it was difficult to buy a set so, using my
friend’s set as a pattern, I approached
a cabinet maker friend who was also a
wood turner and asked him if he would
do the turning if I made the reeds, bag
and, since they are bellows blown rather
than mouth blown, the bellows.
He agreed and the owner of the pipes,
the turner, and I spent many enjoyable
hours together making lots of mistakes
but eventually producing a set of pipes
that worked well. Those pipes I still
play when performing with Pender’s
Ceilidh Band.
But by now several years had passed and
it was time to move to Northern BC to a
new job. Other pipers saw the pipes and
were sufficiently interested in them to
ask where they could get a set. Having
watched my turner friend and having
made the reeds, I offered to make a set
and again after many mistakes, success!
Since then, I have made several sets, two
of which are here on Pender Island, one
made for Sue Foote and the one shown
here, for the late Dr. Brian Nord.
Remembering my long-ago neighbour’s
enthusiasm for the Northumbrian
smallpipe chanter, the illustrated sevenkeyed chanter has now been completed.
That chanter is part of the pipes I play
with a Northumbrian smallpipe piping
group on Vancouver Island.
An Irish or Uilleann pipe is in progress
and will hopefully be finished one day,
but there is no rush.
The world of bagpipes is extensive and
varied and there is certainly enough to
ensure interest for a lifetime!
Next Time

Leaving the dark side of bagpipes to
focus on harps.
Alan Morrish, Pender Highlanders
Pipe and Drum Band
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Pender Island 		
Community Choir

T

he PI Community Choir Board will
be reviewing plans for a fall choir
session after the vaccinations have
been completed on Pender Island and
new directives are received from the
Provincial Health Authority. We are all
hopeful that this will be possible - we
will keep you posted!
The Board is also pleased to report
that on behalf of all choir members,
they voted to donate $1000 to the
Community Hall fundraiser as this has
been the site of so many memorable
choir performances.
A reminder to those who have not
returned music: please put it in the PICC
folder at Dockside Realty so that Carmel
can complete the huge job of sorting the
music collection. Your cooperation is
greatly appreciated. Stay well and sing
into spring!
Terry Shepherd, Communications

Pender Island 		
Concert Society

M

arch 11 marked one year since
we held our last performance
featuring “Roots and Grooves” with
Nico Rhodes and Rick Scott.
As everyone will remember, at that time
we were on the eve of a prohibition
of all gatherings. We were grateful to
have been able to complete the season,
and we had already finalized the
performances for the 2020/21 season.
We were excited to be welcoming
Lennie Gallant in October, followed by
a November performance celebrating
the 250th anniversary of the birth
of Beethoven produced by George
Zukerman with musicians from the
Vancouver Symphony. January 2021
was to feature Amy Hillis and Meagan
Milatz, piano and violin duo, and then,
in March, The Montreal Guitar Trio.
It seems that since March 2020 the only
certain thing for us all is uncertainty.
We have been able to move all of those
performances for this season to the
2021/22 season. At this time, we have
our fingers crossed that we will be able
to proceed and resume our concert series
this fall.

On behalf of the Concert Society board,
I want to let you know we are still
around and still enthused at bringing
top quality concerts to Pender Island.
We very much value the support we
have always received from the faithful
Pender audiences and from our loyal
sponsors. We are grateful to Denny
Goertz and Colin Hamilton for making
our productions technically top-notch
and are appreciative of the school’s
collaboration in providing the venue and
vital support for our programs.
We will keep you posted as the future
unfolds. We look forward to welcoming
you all back soon. We have missed your
smiling faces and your enthusiasm as you
come through those doors at the school,
not to mention the energy and joy that
our students exhibit as they experience
their own exclusive performances!
J o n H e a n e y, C h a i r

Pender Island 		
Quilters’ Circle

R

unning from
meeting
to
meeting,
Susan
Purney Mark set the wheels in motion
for yet another successful Zoom
Quilters Circle meeting. Enthusiasm
abounds throughout the morning with
project after project shared with the
on-line group. At the January meeting,
our project coordinator, Charlotte, had
shared with us a pattern for a circles in
motion quilt. Martha, being the most
energetic quilter, showed two very
lovely quilts. One was the circles in
bright and cheery solids with bubbles of
blues to complement the block. It was
stunning. Charlotte carried on with her
blues and gold circles from February.
Sue Foote took the circles to a new
dimension with a circle of many sizes.
From what we could really see the
colours were black, red, and gold and
were so tastefully arranged around the
wall hanging. The finished quilt needed
a border and we can hardly wait to see
what happens there. Karen was awash
with color in her circles from rust, coral,
assorted printed bird fabrics, all from
Woven Fabrics right here on Pender. If
you have not had a chance to see Kelly
Dine’s lovely room of fabric you are
missing a wonderful time.
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th
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Although the circles were much on
display, other wonderful projects were
shown with oohhs and aahhs from
us all. Susan Dawson made a “Quiet
Book.” It was anything but quiet with
her signature of vibrant colours; this
was a real treasure. Susan also made a
cute-as-can-be tote bag. Janet has been
busy knitting and her socks that she
showcased were wonderful. With talents
like that I don’t know when she will find
time for quilting. Martha too has been
busy knitting and a very lovely scarf has
been keeping her extra busy. Cindy, as
always, displayed a charming cat quilt
in warm purples and blues - if you were
a cat lover you would want this pattern
for sure. Charlotte has been busy with a
lovely table runner in lovely stripes and
a small tote in shades of gold. Heather
topped us all in the number of lovely
projects she shared with the group.
Heather has been very busy making the
cutest little totes and a wonderful fabric
holder for scissors, with wool appliques.
Next on her agenda was a needle book.
With some very lovely hankies from
her mother-in-law, she put these dainty
linens into a book and each page had a
pocket to hold different sewing needles.

B&B

By the Sea

Bed & BBQ Grill
South Pender Island, BC

Judith Allen
250-665-4900
480-510-0993 (cell)

JoyalenBouviers@hotmail.com
www.joyalenbouviers.com/
BBPenderIsland/BBPender.html
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It was delightful. Heather also showed
us her new book on wool appliques, and
her mind was busy at deciding which
would be next. Donna is still working
on her chocolate presentation with two
quilts almost done. Charlotte had better
buy more chocolate as things are getting
done at a great rate. Our President Laura
has had to put quilting aside for the
moment as she is getting a new kitchen.
That sounded wonderful. She did
mention that the grandson’s quilt was
still on the books and will be finished
soon.
Charlotte would ask that all quilters
please send, if you like, a picture of
your projects. She would like to make a
collage of all our work.
Wednesday, April 14 is our next Zoom
meeting at 10 am. Cindy Hultsch will be
leading us in a workshop on her Wonky
Boxes or Wonky Squares. She has
already advised us to use fabrics with
strong colour contrasts. Each square has
three colors. More information will be
sent as the time comes near so everyone
can be ready for the morning of fun.
Now some thoughtful words from
Madame President.
“Quilter’s Philosophy: Spring brings
anticipation and renewed energy.
Blossoms, warm air, and sunlight
beckon us outdoors. Walking, working
in the yard, and witnessing the flight
of hummingbirds, herons, eagles, and
other birds (including raucous ravens)
and bees and insects flitting about perk
me up with inspiration and motivation.
I feel refreshed and invigorated with
ideas which I bring indoors and apply
to my fabric art. It is a time to embrace
and learn from nature’s rebirth and
creativity.”
Our new motto - “Be kind, be safe, and
keep quilting.” Happy Easter to you all.
K a re n G a g n i e r

Pender Solstice 		
Theatre Society
30 Years Ago This Year

B

ig things happened
in BC in 1991.
Harbour
Publishing
founder Howard White
won the Stephen Leacock Humour
Award for Waiting in the Rain, Mike
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Harcourt became Premier of BC,
and Johnny Depp had just left the
Vancouver-filmed TV series 21 Jump
Street after four seasons. On Pender
Island, we had our own taste of island
adventure with the creation of Pender
Solstice Theatre Society. The first play
production was Treasure Island, and
we’ve never looked back.
Founded by an enthusiastic group
of actors, directors, stagehands, and
costume makers, the plan was to
provide “artistic expression in the
performing arts,” and to not only put
on theatre productions but also provide
theatre skill workshops, play readings,
and really fantastic potluck gatherings,
a membership perk! Solstice has been
successful in all four points.
Angela Southward was one of the
original members: “When I moved
to Pender Island, we started Solstice
Theatre officially, with a Board of
Directors, constitution etc. The very
first thing [we] put on was in the
summer of 1991, a Medieval Fair on the
school grounds…Another of the earliest
productions was an original play,
written by Island Tides Editor/Journalist
Patrick Brown, called The Bridge Over
the River P.I. It was a love story, a very
funny one, about Princess Vicki of South
Pender and Prince Douglas Harker of
Waterlea.”
This year - 2021 - is the 30th anniversary of
our Solstice Theatre group. We had many
entertainment plans, but COVID-19
pulled the curtains on most of them. We’ll
continue to do play readings with/for
Solstice members. Director Barb Pender
plans to present a play reading of It’s A
Wonderful Life in December. Director
Karen Parker has rounded up a multi-age
group of Pender Island pie-eating pirates,
cranky soldiers, enthusiastic members
of the Women’s Institute, and a chatty
parrot for the Christmas season live,
on-stage production of Treasure Island
Pantomime. Both productions depend on
the health restrictions in place at the time.
It was a serendipitous coincidence
when Karen proposed Treasure Island
as her Panto directorial debut. Barb
notes, “Michele Marsden and I had
a sword fight down the centre aisle in
the audience,” in that original 1991
production.

More information will be provided
on both productions closer to their
performance dates.
We’re happy to welcome new members
interested in working on-stage or behind
it. Costume makers and set decorators
are needed for both of the 2021
productions. Join us!
We have moved to a three-year format,
which means your membership is
good for 2021, 2022, and 2023: adults
$20; children and youth under 18, $10.
Payment methods: by cheque in the
Solstice Theatre file in the cart outside
Dockside Realty office, by e-transfers
to pendersolstice@gmail.com, and
PayPal. Wishing all of you a healthy
and theatre-filled 2021, 2022, and 2023.
Joy Thierry Llewellyn

Ptarmigan Arts

W

e don’t often get a
chance to highlight
the
behind-the-scenes
programs that happen
at Ptarmigan Arts but
this winter and spring we have been
working closely with the school to
offer arts opportunities for the students!
Before spring break, Wren Wilde was
leading an after-school drama class for
both cohorts, and starting this month,
Kyle Jones will be doing improv with
the students. We’ve also developed a
field trip partnership program with the
school where classes can come tour
the Gallery for an instructional session
about different facets of art, and then
head to the Hope Bay Studio for a
workshop with one of our local artists.
We are thankful for our partnership with
the school and to be able to provide arts
opportunities for the students.

star team of facilitators! There will
be different backdrops, sets, lighting,
and equipment to use, and instruction
from the facilitators on how to improve
your filmmaking and create something
you can submit to the Pender Island
Short Film Festival, happening on the
Labour Day weekend this year. Open
to filmmakers young and old, these two
days are a hybrid of the workshops and
24hr Movie Making Marathon we’ve
done in the past. COVID-19 protocols
will be in place. Head to our website to
register and learn more.
Ukulele Strum

Ukulele players of all abilities (and
players of other instruments) are invited
to join our uke jam on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month from 4-5
pm. Registration is free on our website
where you can sign up to get the Zoom
link and all the chord charts we use. This
month we’ll be jamming on April 7 and
21.

Virtual Community Gatherings

We’ve got some great virtual
performances coming your way this
month! Join us on our Facebook
page on Fridays at noon to hear live
performances from local musicians.
Here’s what’s coming up this month:
April 2, Dean Steeves; April 9, Ben
McConchie; April 16, Hazell Udy; April
23, TBA; April 30, Daniel Lapp.
The Gallery at Ptarmigan Arts

Spring is here and hopefully you’ve
been able to visit the Gallery and see the
beautiful shows that have been gracing
our walls. Right now the Verge show
featuring Debbie Katz, Eha Ono, and
Mary Lottridge is showing until April 25
when Carla Babcock will transform the
room with her solo show Holus Bolus.
We’re also gearing up for our summer
show, Finding the Light, an open call
curated by Monica Bennett. Submission
details are on our website.
For information on any of the above
programs and The Gallery, visit our
website www.ptarmiganarts.org.
L a u re n M a n n

Artist Roundtable

Artists of all disciplines are invited to
join Lauren Mann for an informal chat on
April 6 at 7 pm via Zoom. It’s been a hard
year for artists, and we want to provide a
space to connect, build community, and
find ways to collaborate. Email lauren@
ptarmiganarts.org for the Zoom link.
Filmmaking workshops

We just announced two weekend
filmmaking workshops on May 22 and
29 at the Community Hall with an allThe Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th
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Southern Gulf Islands
Arts Council
Islands in Performance
Arts on the Islands adds
something new for 2021

T

his year, in addition
to an online art
exhibition,
Arts
on
the Islands is going to
feature something new! The Southern
Gulf Islands Arts Council is inviting
performers of all kinds to join in the
Arts on the Islands online Performance
Showcase.
Do you perform in any way, whether
by reading what you write, by dancing
your own or others’ choreography,
by composing and/or playing music?
Perhaps you are a singer-songwriter, an
actor, or a spoken-word artist. If so, and
if you live full- or part-time on Galiano,
Mayne, Pender, or Saturna Islands you
are invited to take part.
Emerging and established performers
may be included in the Performance
Showcase by sending a maximum of
three links to files they have uploaded to
a platform such as Vimeo or YouTube.

These links should reach the Southern
Gulf Islands Arts Council no later
than May 21 so they may be posted
on a dedicated area of the Arts on the
Islands website. The Performance
Showcase will launch on the same day
as the online art exhibition on July 1st.
Content will be available for one year,
so performances will receive long-term,
far-reaching exposure. Performers who
are not already members of the Southern
Gulf Islands Arts Council will also
receive a free membership for 2021.
Whether you are an established
performer or just beginning to feel
confidence in sharing your work,
the Arts on the Islands Performance
Showcase offers you an opportunity
to express yourself and to contribute
to sharing the wealth and variety of
creative and performing talent here in
the Southern Gulf Islands.
We’d also like to remind Galiano,
Mayne, Pender, and Saturna artists
who work in 2-D, 3-D and multimedia
that we look forward to having you
participate in this year’s Arts on the
Islands regional exhibition. Last year
64 artists working in drawing, painting,

collage, photography, pottery, sculpture,
textiles, wood, and video had their work
featured in the online show and printed
catalogue.
For more specific details about Arts on
the Islands, including the submission
process for performers and artists, visit
www.artsontheislands.org. See our ad
on page 62.
D e b o r a h S t ro n g

C ommunity S ervices
Community Paramedic

S

p r i n g
is here.
People are going to be spending more
time outside, thus increasing their
chances of running into ticks. Ticks can
be found in areas where there are trees,
shrubs, tall grass, or piles of leaves (which
pretty much describes the entire island).
A bite from an infected blacklegged tick
can cause Lyme disease. Since an ounce
of prevention is far easier than trying to
cure, Health Canada recommends the
following steps:
• Use an insect repellent with DEET or
Icaridin on your skin and clothing.
• Wear closed-toe shoes, long sleeved
shirts and pants.
• Tuck your shirt into your pants, and
your pants into your socks.
• Wear light-coloured clothing to make
it easier to see any ticks that are on
you.
• Do a daily full body check on yourself, your kids, and your pets.
• Shower or bathe within two hours of
being outdoors.
Taking these steps can help ensure you
enjoy your time outdoors tick-free.
For more information, visit the Health
Canada website and search for the Lyme
disease toolkit.
Community Events for April
Friday Health Forum			
Every Friday (except April 2),
3 - 4 pm, Virtual Event*

Western

The Friday Health Forum is open to
everyone, and people are welcome to

FINANCIAL GROUP

24

The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

participate for the full hour or to simply
call in for a short conversation.

other issues, this bylaw specifies the
following:

First Aid Friday			
Friday, April 9, 9:30 - 10 am,
Virtual Event*

Dog licences

All dogs on the Pender islands (and
elsewhere in the CRD) must now be
licensed for 2021. If your dog has not
yet been licenced for this year, please
contact the CRD Bylaw and Animal
Care Services to get one.

On the second Friday of every month, I
host a virtual first aid discussion.
Drive-Up Blood Pressure Clinic
Thursday or Friday

Dogs at large

By appointment only, with strict
safety rules in place. Use the contact
information below, or via cell 250-2210754.

(a) The Bylaw deems an animal to be
“running at large” if it is on land which
is not owned or occupied by the owner
of the animal.

*Virtual Events can be accessed either
online (via a computer or cell phone) or
via telephone (toll free from a landline).
Please contact us via telephone or email
(listed below) to receive the access
information for our virtual events.

(b) For the purposes of this Bylaw
an animal shall not be deemed to be
“running at large” if it is:
i)

If you have any questions or
suggestions, please feel free to contact
us at CP.PenderIsland@bcehs.ca or via
landline at 629-6344.
A l y s s a Wo o l l c o m b e

ii) Under the direct and continuous
control of a person who is
competent to control it, or
iii) Securely confined within an
enclosure, or

CRD Bylaw and 		
Animal Care Services

iv) Securely fastened so that it is
unable to roam.

T

he Capital
Regional
District (CRD)
continues to receive calls about
barking dogs, dogs at large, and
aggressive or dangerous dogs. So far,
in 2021, a number of complaints have
been received about dog attacks and
uncontrolled dogs at large on public
lands. The CRD “Animal Regulation
and Impounding Bylaw No. 1, 1986”
regulates the keeping of animals within
the Capital Regional District. Among
be still

relax

p l ay

J OY

Dangerous dogs

The Bylaw, based on the Community
Charter, defines a dangerous dog as
“any animal that has attacked or bitten,
attempted to attack or bite or chased
any person, or animal or wildlife;
but excludes any attack by a dog on
other animals or wildlife engaged in
molesting livestock.” The CRD Bylaw
1465, provincial statutes and criminal
code provisions provide several means
of dealing with dangerous dogs. CRD
Bylaw and Animal Care Services is

strength

at t e n t i o n

balance

calm

awareness

B R E AT H E

awa r e n e s s
calm
balance
at t e n t i o n

CALM strength

To book a class or for more information:
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stretch

be still
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JOY

Ph. 250.629.0051

strength

at t e n t i o n

balance

calm

a wa r e n e s s
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p l ay

strength

relax

Virtual Yoga Courses to your Home

yoganestpender.ca

In the Bookstore...

be still

on tranquil Buck Lake

d

Come visit the
"Kids' Corner"
Books, Toys,
Puzzles, and
Games

stretch

InDividual Yoga PRACTICE
WITH ELLA AT HER STUDIO

morning and afternoon
an

Kid’s Corner

.

.

b r e at h E s t r e t c h

On the property of its owner or
of another person who has the
care and control of the animal, or

.
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prepared to use them to protect the
public.
Dog owners must ensure their dogs
do not harass persons or animals
even when the dog is on the owner’s
property. If your dog displays any type
of aggression, keep it away from people
and put up warning signs for visitors.
Do not keep it where the public have to
confront it.
Persons who have been bitten, or
viciously pursued by dogs, should
report each incident to CRD Bylaw
and Animal Care Services. This helps
enhance safety of the community
including seniors and children, and such
attacks may be avoided. CRD Bylaw
and Animal Care Services thoroughly
investigates all reported dangerous
acts by dogs and takes actions deemed
necessary to safeguard persons and
animals.
Owners of dogs that have been declared
dangerous must post signage on their
property indicating that they have
a dangerous dog. Dogs that have
been declared dangerous or vicious
are prohibited from entering a CRD
Regional Park.
Section 24(2) of
the bylaw states that an owner of a
dangerous dog shall keep it muzzled
and on leash...in all public places, roads,
highways, parks, or beaches regulated
by this bylaw.
Contacts

To obtain a dog licence or submit a
complaint, please call the CRD Bylaw
and Animal Care Services at 1-800-6657899. For more information, visit our
website www.crd.bc.ca/animal.
Donald Peden

Islands Trust
South Pender 			
Local Trust Committee

A

t the March 5
meeting, the local
trust committee held
two Public Hearings:
• The first public hearing was for Bylaw
119, an OCP amendment, and Bylaw
120, a land use bylaw amendment.
Both bylaws related to Short Term
Vacation Rentals. Those bylaws were
given second and third reading.
• The second public hearing was held
for Bylaw 120, a land use bylaw regarding the use of Recreational Vehicles. That bylaw also received second
and third reading.
Information about these bylaws can be
viewed on the Islands Trust website,
South Pender page, or by contacting
trustees.
Special Meeting

A Special Meeting of the South
Pender Local Trust Committee will be
held electronically on April 9, 2021,
beginning at 10:30 am.
The purpose of the meeting is to
complete the business agenda from the
March 5 meeting. The agenda for the
April 9 meeting will be posted on the
Islands Trust website www.islandstrust.
bc.ca on the South Pender page.
The next regular meeting of the Trust
Committee will be May 7.
S t e v e Wr i g h t 			
stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca

Magic Lake Water and
Sewer Local Services
Committee

H

appy Easter. It appears we have
survived the winter and people
are wandering the garden shops in
preparation for spring and summer.
While your water and sewer committee
has continued to meet regularly with the
CRD operations and engineering team,
there has not been much to report.
Our water continues to be produced
at quality and other than some minor
and a few major supply line breaks to
keep our operators busy, nothing much
exciting has happened. While both
Buck and Magic Lake reservoirs are full
and ready for summer, it is a good time
to start considering conservation as the
forest floor is already dry.
Our sewer system continues to struggle.
The few deluges of rain we have had
caused some exceedance but this should
be remediated with the repairs to the
collection system. The contract for the
collection system replacement has been
awarded, and they have already started to
get areas ready for the pipe replacement.
Letters have been delivered to all
areas affected and we may at times be
inconvenienced, however we have been
assured it will be as minimal as it can be.
At the time of writing this we are still
awaiting the announcement of the grant
we applied for fourteen months ago. If
successful, we will be able to complete
almost the entire project with current
approved borrowing. We are to find out
in the Spring of 2021, so fingers crossed.
For now, get up, get out, enjoy the
sunshine.
Kathy Heslop, Chair

Moving Around Pender
MAP

W

e mark this month’s
entry on a sad note.
Our long-standing member
Garth Anderson passed away
suddenly on February 26.
Garth joined MAP in 2010, was a very
active member and contributed greatly,
but most notable was his support for
bike trails and making biking on our
island safer. Needless to say, Garth was
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an avid biker, seemingly fit and healthy.
Garth embodied the very principles
we stand for in that he was a tireless
advocate for, and practitioner of, nonmotorized transportation on our Islands.
He was a wise and thoughtful man
who always offered sage advice in our
decision making. He cannot be replaced,
but his memory and contributions will
be a part of our driving force as we
strive to achieve Garth’s vision.
In celebration of Garth’s life and his
contribution to the Pender Island
Community, MAP is hosting a bike ride
on Saturday, April 10. We will be toasting
Garth at 2 pm at the Community Hall,
in a socially distanced way, then riding
to the Driftwood as a group. Some of
us will also be riding on to do a loop
through Magic Lake past Garth’s house
on Capstan Lane. Please join us for this
very fitting tribute to Garth Anderson.
On a lighter note, our bicycle workshop
is alive and well and, perhaps, a little
closer to reality once we all receive
our vaccine and can mingle a bit closer
again. Our target is a May/June time
frame, still enough time for you to dust
off your bike and get in some practice. I
know that is my plan.
Much of what MAP is doing and
planning involves money, lots of
it. As we contemplate building and
maintaining trails fit for both bicycles
and pedestrians, we must consider the
right-of-way, design, and the standards
to which they must be built. This is one
reason why they can take a long time
as each “study” winds its way through
the bureaucracy maze. Yes, if we are to
obtain grants of any kind then the trailways must meet local/provincial/federal
guidelines.

resources of Island Coastal Economic
Trust (ICET), a source of funding
“to support sustainable economic
diversification, growth, and innovation
in the Island and Coastal Region,”
see www.islandcoastaltrust.ca.
Just
what this will mean to MAP and other
community initiatives on our islands
remains to be seen, but we are hopeful
it will be positive.
Finally, the approach of spring heralds
the arrival of new life to the island. Most
obvious will be fawns, birds, rabbits,
(not to forget tourists) to name just a
few, so please watch out for them on our
roads and trails.
D a v i d H a rg re a v e s , Tre a s u re r

Pender Island 		
Child Care Society
Dragonfly Child Care & Family
Resource Centre
Healthy Opportunities for Preschoolers (HOP)

H

OP
is
resuming
once again and
will be held every Wednesday morning
in the school’s outside rink from 9 - 10
am and 10 - 11 am in the school forest.
Come on out and join Pam Wadge as
she sets up new activities each week;
from hockey passing to badminton, hula
hoops to balancing, and stilt walking
to bean bag toss, this program will be
sure to tire out your youngster! HOP
is designed for parents/caregivers to
engage in physical activities and learn
new skills with their children 1-5 years.
Thanks to the Pender Island School and
the CRD, this program is free.

Story Basket

Reading aloud to our children every
day creates strong parent-child bonds,
healthy brain development, improved
language and listening skills, and a
lifelong love of reading. If you would
like to borrow a book bag or a felt story,
please call Sarah and arrange a pick up
time. Thank you to Talisman Book Store
for their amazing selection of children’s
books and the Times Colonist Literacy
Society for their support of this program.
Parents and Babes

Parents and Babes RSVP (Postponed
- self-care and resource kits available
at the front entrance every Monday
morning!)
When Parents and Babes RSVP is back
running it will be held every Monday
morning from 9 - 11:30 am at Dragonfly.
Please call or email Sarah if you would
like to participate in this free program
for parents, caregivers, and their
children. Dragonfly’s occupancy allows
four families to join us either inside or
outside in our fully fenced play yard.
Enjoy adult and children interactions,
age appropriate toys, individual snack
time, and the book lending library. If
your family is unable to participate,
please help yourself to the free self-care
and resource kits available at the front
entrance. Thanks to Victoria Foundation
and the Pender Island Child Care
Society, this program is free.
Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast

Dad n’ Me Pancake Breakfast RSVP
(Postponed…Dad n’ Me resource kits
are available at the front entrance each
month!) If you would like further
information on Dragonfly activities,

That said, the School Trail (Firehall #2
to the School) is crawling along as we
plan for public presentations, but like
most things, this will be on hold until we
are able to gather together again.
One key factor in all of this is (again)
money and to that end we (the Electoral
District of the Southern Gulf Islands)
are fortunate to have achieved rural
status from the Provincial Government
(or have we?). As to whether we are
indeed Rural or still Urban, our Electoral
District (SGI) now has access to the
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th
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you can contact Sarah at 629-3039
or by email dragonflyfamilycentre@
gmail.com and the website is www.
dragonflycentre.ca.
Sarah Conley

Pender Island 		
Community Service Society
Nu-To-Yu

When I die				
Give what’s left of me away… 		
~ Merrit Malloy

O

ne of the more
enjoyable
and,
dare I say, voyeuristic
aspects of volunteering at the Nu-To-Yu,
is sorting through the boxes and bags of
donations. Baby quilts, prom dresses,
pill box hats, and white tipped men’s
golf shoes. Housewares, jewelry, and
children’s toys all originally purchased
in the UK, Africa, Europe, or the Middle
East. A sterling silver baby bracelet, a
collection of fridge magnets, a framed
self-portrait all speak of times enjoyed,
of places travelled, and of cherished
moments. Thank you for your donations.
We are pleased to let you know that the
Easter long weekend has Nu-To-Yu open
on Friday, April 2 as well as Saturday
April 3 from 10 am - 4 pm. The month
of May brings Mother’s Day. No, do not
buy back her prom dress. However new
memories can be purchased at Nu-ToYu for pennies on the dollar.
The Nu-To-Yu store is not known for
its elbow room. As a result five dollar
bag days continue to be on hold and we
are still needing to limit the number of
shoppers in the store to six. Regardless
of whether you are vaccinated or not,
facial masks are required for all patrons

and staff. Customers are asked to sign
in when they enter the upstairs and
downstairs shopping areas. If there is
a lineup outside the store, please limit
your shopping time to 15 minutes in
each of the shopping areas.
A small handful of people have
consistently
volunteered
weekly
throughout the pandemic. Alice and Mark
are two of these volunteers. Alice’s hard
work is evident in the well-organized,
attractively displayed furniture room
- which also contains large seasonal
items. The well laid out electronics area
is courtesy of Mark. We thank them also
for their expertise in antiques, which
allows Nu-To-Yu to price estate pieces
and jewelry at affordable prices. Thank
you Alice and Mark.
Spring cleaning by one individual
resulted in a large donation of coins
totaling $26. Thank you for the donation.
The money will go to the building fund.
A large silent auction will be held again
this summer. Individuals wishing to
make a donation specifically for this
event (used or new items) may contact
Ann or Pam on a Tuesday or Thursday
between 9 am and 12 pm at 629-2070.
This also is the time to bring in your
donations or to give us a call if you have
a question about your donations.
Charity shops/thrift stores such as Nu-ToYu are an integral part of communities.
Not only are they a good time for a chin
wag with a neighbour standing next to
you in line, by donating your gently
used items the money generated goes
back to support community services
such as post secondary education grants
for Penderites. Not to toot our own
horn (but I will), we are a diligent, hard

F ar m F r es h F r e e R a n g e

Eggs
Apple Juice
Waln uts
S h eph er d ' s Cr o f t F a r m
2234 P or t W as h i n g t o n R o a d

629-66 44
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working group of volunteers.
As volunteers we enjoy each other’s
company, and we have each other’s
back, literally, some days. Our
grumbling is masked by our laughter.
After all, Laughter is the sun that drives
the winter from the human face. ~ Hugo
While the COVID-19 related space
restrictions currently limit our ability
to accommodate more volunteers on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, if you are
willing and able to volunteer as a seller on
a Friday or Saturday please call 629-2070
at the times listed above. Thank you.
D a u re l M i n i o n

Pender Islands 		
Conservancy
Conservancy Nature Centre update

A

lthough most of
our educational and
participatory
activities
have been suspended due
to COVID-19, volunteers
continue to work on preparing walks,
outdoor activities, and workshops to
offer when we can again gather in groups.
New displays and take-home activities
for children and families will soon be
open in the Nature Centre, focusing on
migration, habitats, nesting, and feeding
of our local birds. Watch for the opening
announcement on the Conservancy
Facebook page, and bring your young
ones along for lots of fascinating
learning. Also: Looking to reduce your
carbon footprint and stop the ongoing
introduction of microplastics into our
environment via polyester blend fabrics?
Buying 100% made in Canada, and
100% organic bamboo/cotton clothing is
a great way to start, and we can help! We

are excited to be working with OMDL
Coastal on our 2021 apparel collection,
which will be revealed in the coming
weeks. Watch for announcements on
social media as we launch this exciting
new apparel collection. In the meantime,
our 2020 logo merchandise (also printed
on 100% organic cotton) is still available
in the Nature Centre, so come get yours
before we sell out!
Invasive species

The Conservancy is working on a number
of invasive species removal projects
for the spring and summer, but we
need your help. If you are interested in
helping out with volunteer coordination,
managing disposal, or volunteering to
remove or haul invasive plants, please
get in touch with Erin O’Brien at
biologist@penderconservancy.org
to
have your name added to our volunteer
or coordinator contact list. First up, on
Friday, April 9 at 10 am we are working
with the CRD to remove the gorse that
has regrown at Brooks Point since the
2019 removal project. We are looking for
several intrepid volunteers to help with
tackling gorse removal on that day; if you
are able to help, please contact Erin at
the above address by April 7 to get your
name on our “Gorse Avengers” list.

Pender Island 			
Fire Protection Society
Call For Nominations For Two
Vacancies

T

wo positions on the Board of
Directors of the Pender Island Fire
Protection Society (PIFPS) are up for
election at the upcoming Annual General
Meeting being held on May 12 at 7 pm.
Interested parties, including those who
previously put their names forward,
should contact Board President Maggie
Macdonald at maggiemacdonald@
shaw.ca by no later than April 15.
Candidates will be asked to attend an
orientation session outlining the roles
and responsibilities of the PIFPS Board
of Directors. Nominations from the floor
on the night of the meeting will not be
accepted, per the Society’s Constitution
and Bylaws. You must be a member in
good standing to vote. In accordance
with Pender Island Fire Protection
Society Bylaw 7, to be a voting member
in the Society one must be an owner of
real property within the boundaries of
North or South Pender Island, BC or a
person who is domiciled on North or
South Pender Island, BC. The cost of

membership is $2. You can become a
member of PIFPS by visiting Fire Hall
#1 during normal business hours or by
registering online at this link https://
penderfire.org/index.php?page=dues
and submitting your $2 payment via
PayPal.
The meeting on May 12 will cover
Society operations for the year 2019,
which was delayed due to the pandemic.
At this time, due to continuing concerns
about COVID-19, we are planning to
hold the AGM online via Zoom. If,
in early May, the Board determines
(through guidelines set by the Provincial
Health Authority) that it will be safe
to hold the meeting in person, we
will notify all Society members of the
location.
The Board plans to hold the AGM for
2021, covering Society operations for
the year 2020, later this year.
Thank you for your interest in, and
support of Pender Island Fire Rescue.
B r i g i t t e P ro c h a s k a

Native plant sales

We are working on sourcing native
species of trees, shrubs, and forbs from
local nurseries, and will be selling
them at cost out of the Conservancy
Nature Centre at Hope Bay, so watch
for those announcements as well. There
are so many options among native
plant species for ground cover, berries
and other foods, medicinal properties,
attractive blooms and more - and our
native pollinators will thank you for it!
Did you know that native pollinators
prefer flowering plants they co-evolved
with over non-native species? So, if
you plant native species in your garden
around your vegetables and fruit trees,
native pollinators will spend more time
in your yard, and your garden will be
more productive? Native plants also
promote greater biodiversity overall,
which makes our ecosystems healthier
and more resilient in the face of stressors
like climate change. So start planting
native species today!
Erin O’Brien
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Pender Island Fire Rescue
PIFR

A

this year.

s of writing this,
PIFR’s
dedicated
members have responded
to over 50 emergency calls

April 1 - June 30 (unless conditions
warrant early closure) permits are
required for all open burning and are
regulated by CRD bylaw No. 3452 for
fire regulation. There are two classes
of permit you may apply for, either
in person at hall 1 or online at www.
penderfire.org at the cost of $5.
Class “B” permits (piles)

• Valid for four consecutive days consisting of a large hand pile that may
not exceed 6’ in diameter and 3’ high.
• The burn pile must be 33’ away from
building, structure, fence, trees or
hedge. No new material can be added
to a fire within two hours of sunset.
• Green debris (material down less than
30 days) demolition waste (other than
untreated/unfinished raw wood) garbage, tires, plastic, fuel/solvents, as-

phalt products or any other product
that may produce toxic fumes is NOT
permitted.
• Material may be added after sunset
if the fire is reduced to a campfire
dimension- 3’ diameter and a flame
height less than 3’
Class “C” permits 		
(campfire/incinerator)

• Valid 1 year from April 1 with the
exception of July 1 to September 30
when the no open burning allowed
signs are in place.
• The campfire/incinerators must be
25’ away from buildings and propane
tanks, and 9’ from dry or combustible
vegetation/materials and incinerators must have a wire mesh screen for
sparks.
• Burning materials listed in class “B”
fires are also not permitted in class
“C” fires.
• Campfire dimensions may not exceed 3’
diameter and flame height less than 3’
These open burning methods are a great
way to deal with the past winter storm
damage while cleaning up and helping
to firesmart your property. All fires
must be continuously supervised with
means of extinguishment on hand and
left completely extinguished. Don’t
leave your incinerator or pile burning as
you leave for the ferry and think it will
be fine; we have attended several fires
that have spread from the confines of
the burn barrel or burned into the duff.
Please don’t burn when environmental
conditions cause smoke to negatively
impact other residents. PIFR can order
fires to be extinguished if the fire or

SGI Community Economic
Sustainability Commission
...economic prosperity,
social equity,
environmental quality
www.sustainableislands.ca
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smoke poses a hazard to residents.
Lastly please visit our website for the
complete review of the CRD’s open
burning regulations bylaw.
C a p t a i n J o n G re l i k , F i re
P re v e n t i o n Te a m

Pender Island Food Bank

H

ello everyone, from the volunteers
at the Pender Island Food Bank.
The Food Bank is located up the little
hill, at the back of the Anglican Parish
Hall. We continue to be open to serve our
clients each week on Friday from 10 am
- 12 pm. We have in place appropriate
COVID-19 practices, which include
one client at a time in the Food Bank,
plexi-glass divider, face mask wearing,
use of hand sanitizer...a reminder to all
clients, new and regular, and to anyone
dropping off donations: please bring and
wear a face mask when in the vicinity of
and in the Food Bank. In the event you
have forgotten to bring your face mask
we will provide one.
The Southern Gulf Islands Community
Resource Centre sponsors a soup
programme through a variety of grants.
The Canadian Red Cross and Island
Savings are two groups currently funding
the programme, and they will continue
to do so for several months to come. Our
Food Bank has been chosen to be one of
the participants. Approximately every
2 - 3 weeks homemade soup is being
made by local volunteers and distributed
to the programme participants. Most of
us love a good homemade, nutritious
soup, and our clients are no exception.
The soup has been well received with
compliments to the volunteers making
the soup. We are grateful to be included

David Howe

Electoral Area Director
Southern Gulf Islands
250.216.5618
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca
www.crd.bc.ca/southerngulf

Faith B ulletin
Anglican Church of Canada
Parish of Pender and Saturna Islands • 4703 Canal Road
April 4
10:00 am
Zoom
Easter Service
April 11
10:00 am
Zoom
Morning Prayer
April 18
10:00 am
Zoom
Liturgy of the Islands and Inlets
April 25
10:00 am
Zoom
Circle Service

D

ue to the uncertainty of continuing COVID-19 restrictions, no in person gatherings have been planned for April. Anyone
wishing to join the above events is most welcome. Please contact our administrator at the parish email address below in
order to receive links and/or updates.
Ellen Willingham, 629-6700			 Bookings for the Parish Hall: rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
Church Office: 629-3634				
Parish E-mail: admin@pendersaturnaanglican.ca

Pender Island Community Church (PICC) (www.picchurch.ca)
4405 Bedwell Harbour Road - We are a non-denominational church, all are welcome!
April 4
10:30 am
John Wilton
Easter and Communion Service
April 11
10:30 am
George Hodgson
Worship Service
April 18
10:30 am
John Wilton
Worship Service
April 25
10:30 am
Alan Hood
Worship Service

W

e will be holding services on Zoom at 10:30 am while health restrictions are in force. Regular services in the building will
start at 10:45 am once restrictions are removed. For a Zoom link, contact website manager at webeditor@picchurch.ca.
• For up-to-date information, visit our website or telephone Judy at 629-6168.

St. Teresa’s Chapel - Roman Catholic Services
4705 Buccaneers Road

P

rovincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry has worked with a panel of faith leaders to come up with guidelines that will allow
for a gradual reopening of religious services, starting with outdoor gatherings. She says guidelines for small outdoor services
will be issued in the coming days, with the goal of introducing in-person gatherings in time for Passover and Easter, important
faith celebrations coming up in the next few weeks. At St. Teresa’s Chapel, we are hopeful that we will be able to resume our
liturgies in time for Easter. Those on our mailing list will be contacted as soon as we know the date and time for our first in-person
liturgical service of 2021! If you are not on our mailing list please contact us by email at stteresachapel@gmail.com or by phone
at 629-6029 for further information.

The Bahá’í Community of Canada (www.bahai.ca)
The Bahá’í Group of Pender Island (https://bahaisofpender.org)

April 8		
7:00 pm
Feast of Jalal, via Zoom
April 20
3:00 pm
First Day of Ridvan, via Zoom.
April 27
7:00 pm
Feast of Jamal, via Zoom
April 28
7:00 pm
Ninth Day of Ridvan, via Zoom
• Study circles every Monday at 4 pm, Ruhi Book 8, Wednesdays at 7 pm, Book 1.
• We have established a weekly devotional zoom meeting every Thursday evening. For an invitation, please email bevpedenpender@gmail.com for me to send you the zoom link, or call 250-412-2524 or visit bahaissi.org for more information.
• Colours are phenomenal, but the realities of men are essence. When there exists unity of the essence what power has the phenomenal? When the light of reality is shining what power has the darkness of the unreal? ~ ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Pg 359, Baha’I World Faith

The Church at Hope Bay
Hope Bay Bible Camp (HBBC), 4302 Bedwell Harbour Road (Entrance on Hooson Road)

T

he Pender Island Fellowship is a grassroots group of believers on Pender. We began almost a decade ago as a wonderfully
diverse group of people meeting in the chapel at the Hope Bay Bible Camp. Due to covid we have moved our services online
until we can joyously meet again face to face. If you would like to be added to our email list to receive notifications of weekly
sermons and any updated outdoor summer service information, please reach out to Bobby Cooper by calling 250-882-5571 or by
emailing robertjoelcooper@gmail.com. May everyone in our community feel the deep anchoring of God’s love and hope during
this uncertain season.
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A pril C alendar
As per orders from the Provincial Health Officer, events may be cancelled at short notice

1 Thu		
			
		
8:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
10:30 am
2 Fri		
		
10:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
11:00 am
		
12:00 pm
		
4:00 pm
3 Sat 10:00 am
		
10:00 am
			
		
10:00 am
5 Mon 9:00 am
6 Tue 7:00 pm
7 Wed 9:00 am
		
10:00 am
		
1:30 pm
		
4:00 pm
		
4:00 pm
		
5:30 pm
8 Thu 1:00 pm
9 Fri
9:30 am
		
9:30 am
		
10:00 am
		
10:30 am
		
12:00 pm
		
3:00 pm
		
4:00 pm
10 Sat
2:00 pm
12 Mon		
14 Wed 10:00 am
		
4:00 pm
16 Fri 12:00 pm
		
4:00 pm
17 Sat
9:00 am
19 Mon 10:00 am
		
1:00 pm
21 Wed 4:00 pm
23 Fri 12:00 pm
		
3:00 pm
		
4:00 pm
27 Tue 11:00 am
29 Thu 9:00 am
30 Fri 12:00 pm
		
4:00 pm

Golf Course spring opening........................................................................................................................ 47
CPS Maritime Radio course for Restricted Operators Certificate registration starts.................................. 46
Registration opens for Camp Create, our summer day camp. Register on the Ptarmigan website............ 23
Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................ 41
SGI Non-profit Leader Network meeting, via Zoom.................................................................................. 46
Friday Health Forum cancelled for this week............................................................................................. 24
Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................ 41
Library is open Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm (Library is open on Good Friday. 10-3)*............ 39		
Food Bank open Fridays to 12 pm, upstairs at back of Anglican Parish Hall*.......................................... 30
Nu-To-Yu open every Friday (including Good Friday) to 4 pm*............................................................... 28
Zoom in: Repair Café with Peter, Community Hall*................................................................................. 41
Community Gathering, music by Dean Steeves to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed)...... 23, 41		
No Legion Friday Night Take-Out tonight............................................................................................ 43, 61
Saturday Market to 1 pm, Community Hall*.............................................................................................. 41		
Recycling Depot, winter hours: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*................................................ 41
Library building is open on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday to 3 pm*........................................................ 39
Nu-To-Yu open this Saturday only to 4 pm*.............................................................................................. 28		
Children Resource and Parent Self Care kits, (also on 12, 19, 26), Dragonfly Centre............................... 27
Artist Roundtable to 8 pm for artists of all disciplines, contact Ptarmigan to register for free................... 23
HOP (also on 14, 21, 28), School Rink....................................................................................................... 27
Weekly walking group every Wednesday until noon, Community Hall Path*........................................... 41
Zoom in: Knit and Natter to 2:10 pm, Community Hall*........................................................................... 41
Tibetan QiGong every Wednesday to 5:30 pm, Community Hall*............................................................ 41
Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, register with Ptarmigan, all ages and abilities welcome, via Zoom*.................... 23
Lions Club AGM, Medical Clinic Parking Lot........................................................................................... 37
Garden Club hosts Chris Jennings from the Vancouver Shade Garden Society, via Zoom........................ 46
First Aid Friday to 10 am, see Community Paramedic Article for details.................................................. 24
Parks and Recreation monthly meeting, via Zoom..................................................................................... 39
Conservancy and CRD working to remove gorse, intrepid volunteers wanted, Brooks Point................... 29
South Pender Local Trust Committee will host a Special Meeting, via Zoom........................................... 26
Community Gathering, music by Ben McConchie to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed).. 23, 41
Friday Health Forum to 4 pm (also April 23, and 30), see Community Paramedic Article........................ 24
Legion Friday Night Take-Out to 5 pm, volunteer Chef cooking their favourite meal........................ 43, 61
MAP is hosting a “In celebration of Garth’s life” bike ride, Community Hall........................................... 27
CPS Maritime Radio course for Restricted Operators Certificate, via Zoom............................................. 46
Quilters Circle’ meet to 12 pm, via Zoom................................................................................................... 22
Pender Island Reconciliation Circle to 6 pm, virtual meeting place........................................................... 40
Community Gathering, music by Hazell Udy to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed)......... 23, 41
Legion Friday Night Take-Out to 5 pm, Gail Forsyth’s Chicken Masala............................................ 43, 61
Annual Beach clean-up to 12:30 pm, Medicine Beach Centre..............................................................11, 43
Pender Post Directors meeting, via Zoom
Art Society meets, via Zoom....................................................................................................................... 19
Ukulele Strum to 5 pm, register with Ptarmigan, all ages and abilities welcome, via Zoom..................... 23
Community Gathering, music by TBA to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed).................... 23, 41
Youth Book Club, Community Hall............................................................................................................ 41
Legion Friday Night Take-Out to 5 pm, volunteer Chef cooking their favourite meal........................ 43, 61
New show Holus Bolus opens with works of Carla Babcock, Ptarmigan Gallery at Hope Bay
North Pender Local Trust Committee regular business meeting, via Zoom
Community Gathering, music by Daniel Lapp to 1 pm, online or Community Hall (if allowed).............. 23		
Legion Friday Night Take-Out to 5 pm, Barb Pender’s Curry Chicken............................................... 43, 61
Advance Notices for May on page 48...
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Directory
Health Services
Medical Emergency. . .......................................... 911
Medical Clinic . . .......................................... 629-3233
Dr. Gerry Moore, Dr. Robyn Wiens, Dr. Bruce Rebner
Nurse Practitioner - Tracey Adams

Monday to Friday, 9 am - 12 pm and 2 - 5 pm

Please do not call clinic staff at home. If your circumstance is
genuinely of an urgent nature that will not wait until the clinic
reopens, call 1-800-866-5602 and ask for the “Doctor on-call
for Pender Island.” Your call will be returned.
Audiologist, Donna Stewart. . ................ 778-426-4876
Better at Home Program............................ 629-3346
Chiropractor, Mark Wensley....................... 629-9918.
Community Nurses . . ................................... 629-3242
Carolyn Cartwright-Owers and Miranda MacKenzie
Community Support Worker/Volunteer..... 629-3346
Crisis and Mental Health Counsellors
Elizabeth Miles................................. 250-539-0905
Shellyse Szakacs............................... 250-538-8711
Ulla Rembe....................................... 250-539-0325
Family Advancement Counsellors....... 250-222-0025.
Dentist, Dr. Gary Sacher.. ............................ 629-6815
Lab Services.. ............................................. 629-3233
Massage Therapy, Tru Hartwood............. 250-889-3923
Krista Wissink.....................................250-381-7318
Optometrist, Dr. David Schaafsma.............. 629-3233.
Public Health Nurse, Immunization, Prenatal Education
Lois Woolley. . ................ 250-544-2400 or 539-3099.

Pharmacy
Pharmacist, Christine Swan........................ 629-6555

Home-based Licensed Health Professionals
Physiotherapy, Mieke Truijen..................... 629-9910

Help Lines
Healthlink BC............................................. Dial 811
Nurses 24/7, Pharmacists 5 - 8 pm, Dieticians 9 am - 5 pm
Problem Gambling Help Line.. ......... 1-888-795-6111
211 - Free multi-lingual information/referral to wide range of
community/social/government services.......................Dial 211

24 Hour Crisis Help Lines
Island Women Against Violence (IWAV)
Crisis support/transition................. 1-877-435-7544
Stopping the Violence Counselling..... 250-538-5568
Women’s Outreach Counsellor.. ....... 1-888-537-0717
Kids’ Help Phone....................................... 310-1234
Text............................................................ 686868
Chat.. ................................... www.kidshelpphone.ca
Continued
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Mental Health Distress Line
Support/Information................................. 310-6789
Suicide Prevention Helpline............ 1-800-784-2433
Vancouver Island Crisis Line.......... 1-888-494-3888
		Text ............................................................... 250-800-3806
		Chat (Adults)................................ww.CrisisCentreChat.ca
		Chat (Youth).................................www.YouthinBC.com
Ministry of Child and Family Development............
MCFD.. ............................................. 800-663-9122
Victim Link. . .................................... 1-800-563-0808

Community Support Numbers
Capital Regional District (CRD)
Director SGI, David Howe................. 250-216-5618
Building Inspector.................................... 629-3424
SGI Harbours, Ben Mabberley . . .. benmabb@telus.net
Bylaw/Animal Control complaints .. 1-800-665-7899		
Magic Lake Water & Sewer General.. 1-800-663-4425
Magic Lake Water & Sewer Emergencies.1-855-822-4426
Emergency Hydro ........................... 1-888-769-3766
Fire Rescue (Emergencies). . ................................. 911
Duty Officer is available 24/7....... 1-250-478-7770
Non-Emergency - Hall #1 and Admin....... 629-3321
Burning Permits - online............. www.penderfire.ca
or at Fire Hall #1, 4423 Bedwell Harbour Road
Hall/Meeting Room Bookings
Anglican Parish Hall.....rentals@pendersaturnaanglican.ca
School Community Room ........................ 629-3711
Health Care Centre................................... 629-3326
Legion Hall. . ................bookings239.rcl@gmail.com
Pender Island Community Hall. . ................ 629-3669
Plum Tree Court .. ..............plumtreecourt@gmail.com
Home Support Services
Ask for the home support program.. . 1-888-993-2299
Islands Trust: Victoria .................... 1-800-663-7867
NP, Deb Morrison. . .... dmorrison@islandstrust.bc.ca
NP, Ben McConchie.. bemcconchie@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Steve Wright.. ......... stwright@islandstrust.bc.ca
SP, Cameron Thorn..........cthorn@islandstrust.bc.ca
Member of Parliament
Saanich-Gulf Islands, Elizabeth May….1-800-667-9188
Pender Island Emergency Program
Emergency Coordinator - Pat Haugh. . ........ 629-9991
ESS - Barbara Tarris................................. 629-3052
Pender Island Public Cemetery . . ................... 629-6625
Pender Island Veterinary Clinic . . .............. 629-9909
Poison Control Centre.. .................... 1-800-567-8911
RCMP, Outer Gulf Islands (non-emergency).. . 629-6171
Crimestoppers .................. 1-800-665-TIPS (8477)
Victim Services....................................... 629-6531
Rescue
Marine & Aircraft distress.............. 1-800-567-5111
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (JRCC)
Search and Rescue (Land) Emergency .............. 911
School Trustee, Greg Lucas . . ........... glucas@sd64.org
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and thank everyone involved, from the
groups funding and people organizing
this valuable programme, to the people
organizing the making and distribution
of the soup, and to the volunteers making
the soup. Thank you all; you are making
a difference to the health and well being
of our clients.
Our wonderful jam-making volunteers
continue their service in making and
providing the Food Bank with delicious
jam as needed from donated fruit that
has been frozen for this purpose. We
continue to be grateful to them for this
selfless service, and we thank our clients
for returning jam jars to be used again.
We do however still find ourselves, from
time to time, short of jars; should you
come across 250 ml. glass jars in your
spring cleaning that you no longer have
a use for, please consider donating a few
to the Food Bank where we will make
good use of them. Thank you so much.
The Food Bank is listed as #9 on the
Spirit Board at Tru Value Foods. We are
but one of a list of worthy participants
on the Spirit Board, and we continue to
be appreciative of your consideration
when making your decision as to
where to contribute 1% of your grocery
purchase each time you shop; all of
your contributions go to supplementing
weekly groceries to those currently
facing challenges in making ends
meet, and we are grateful for those
contributions - thank you.
Please be safe in enjoying your spring
and all that this new, refreshing season
brings for each of you.
Te re s a Yo u n g

Pender Island 		
Health Care Society
PIHCS
COVID-19 Vaccinations		
Taking a Whole Community
Approach

A

t
the
Pender
Island
Health
Care Society (PIHCS
or “the Society”), we
understand the high level of community
interest in knowing exactly when and
where COVID-19 vaccinations will
occur on Pender, and we know you
expect to hear these details from your
local health centre. At this time, however,
our message must remain consistent:
“For-up-to-date information, visit the
BC Centre for Disease Control website
at www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseasesconditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine.”
The vaccine clinics are set up by
VIHA and do not always involve direct
communication with the Society or the
health centre. This is understandable
given the variability of vaccine supply,
the need to react quickly when supplies
arrive, and the priority to get the vaccines
to certain age groups within certain
timelines. As we receive information,
we will publish it on Facebook and on
our website. We are confident VIHA
will meet the challenges and we know
they are working as fast as they can to
get plans in place.

accessibility (i.e., accessible only by
ferry or air or more than three hours
ground travel from a hospital) health
authorities will take a whole community
approach to immunization. Depending
on the size of the community this may
result in the entire adult population of
the community having the opportunity
to be vaccinated during a single health
authority visit to the community (in one
day or on consecutive days), or over two
health authority visits.
“For residents over age 80 who live
in these communities, if the whole
community approach clinic is not
scheduled prior to April 12, Island
Health will ensure you have the
opportunity to be vaccinated in or close
to your community prior to April 12.”
[As we go to press, the clinic for this
group had been set for March 24 at the
Community Hall.]
In the meantime, we echo the message
from the BC Centre for Disease Control:
“We appreciate your patience and your
continued kindness, as you have shown
health-care teams through the past year.
This is the largest immunization rollout
any of us has experienced, and it will

What we do know as we write this
article in mid-March comes directly
from the COVID-19 vaccine website
cited above. In case you’re not already
aware, it says, “Where communities
with a small population (under 4,000
residents) and have challenges with
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not be without challenges. We will get
through those challenges together, as we
move closer to a time when we can be
together with our loved ones and friends
once again.”
By the time you get this April issue
of The Pender Post in your mailbox,
we hope specific details for the whole
community approach are known for
Pender Island as we begin to move
closer to a much-anticipated return to a
more normal life.
Health Centre Tax Levy Referendum Update

For many months now, the PIHCS has
shared information on plans to ensure
long-term, stable funding to support
the quality, local health care we depend
on, now and in the future. To that end,
the Society is pursuing a property tax
levy as the best way to ensure this
outcome, a process that requires Capital
Regional District (CRD) approval for a
referendum.
In early January, the Society submitted
a request to the CRD to approve a
referendum in the fall of this year. It
would ask property owners to vote on

the addition of about $90 to an average
property tax bill. Tax roll funding will
help support the annual operating costs
of the health centre, so that donations
and other income can be reserved to
fund much-needed capital projects and

future renewal. In the meantime, we
have provided the CRD officials with
additional information, as requested, and
they continue to consider our request.
We are also anxiously awaiting the
outcome of a funding application to
address the urgent need to replace
the health centre’s aging HVAC and
generator systems. We’ve engaged with
politicians at both the provincial and
federal levels to explain our situation
and the need for a timely, positive
answer.
The Loan Cupboard		
There when you need it

As mentioned in Jan Palko’s testimonial
that appears along with this article,
the health centre provides a medical
equipment loan service. Affectionately
known as the “loan cupboard,” it’s
actually quite a large storage area. The
supplies are mostly used by patients
recovering from hip and knee operations
and those who need help primarily with
mobility issues. Equipment includes:
• crutches and canes
• two- and four-wheeled walkers
• raised toilet seats and commodes
• hospital beds (the latest ones were
donated by the Lions Club just last
year)
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• pick up grabs, sock dressers and shoe
horns
• bathtub stools and a mechanical chair
to help people get in and out of tubs
• if ordered by a doctor, 3 oxygen
concentrators with portable oxygen
bottles may be available
Community health nurses can help
patients organize whatever is required.
If people have equipment they wish
to donate, they should contact Jane
Harrison at 629-3346, or speak with
their community health nurse first.
Storage space is limited, and we
cannot accept all kind offers. Items
are sometimes “dropped off” without
checking with clinic staff first, which
creates challenges and an overflow/
excess of common items.
The equipment is cleaned, sorted and
maintained by Henry Mark who kindly
volunteers his time weekly to come in
and make sure everything is in good
shape for the next person in need. Many
thanks to Henry for his essential help.
Thank you, too, to other volunteers
who are eager to return and assist once
COVID-19 restrictions are relaxed. We
miss you!
P e n d e r I s l a n d H e a l t h C a re
S o c i e t y B o a rd

Pender Island Lions Club

T

he
Lions
Club
will be holding its
Annual General Meeting
on April 7 at 5:30 pm
in the parking lot of
the medical clinic. If it is raining, we
will meet in the covered patio area at
the Community Hall. Please bring a

chair and wear a mask – all welcome
to attend. We are still looking for new
members so if you can spare time for 9
meetings a year, please contact Fred Vye
at 629-2096.
Please continue to drop off your used
eyeglasses and hearing aids at Western
Financial, Dockside Realty, Driftwood
Office, Tru Value Foods, Nu-To-Yu, or
the Medical Clinic.
Finally, congratulations to The Pender
Post on its 50 year anniversary and
our thanks to all who assist and have
assisted in the production of this very
extraordinary community publication.
Happy Easter/Ostara - the season of
growth and renewal! Stay safe and
healthy. Together We Serve
Te r r y S h e p h e rd , S e c re t a r y

Pender Island 		
Museum Society
Island Vacation Costs		
1939 Style

A

s
pandemic
restrictions
lessen,
many
conversations
are
turning to vacation plans, even if we
shouldn’t go far afield. We tend to think
things were “cheaper in the old days”, so
it’s fun when we find a way to compare
holiday costs from years ago to today.
Our museum has a copy of a detailed
list of the costs for an island vacation in
1939. On the back is scrawled “a young
lady kept this record of her 2-week
vacation.” Alas, we don’t know her
name, but let’s call her “Dorothy,” the
second most common name for a girl
born in 1920.

Typed list of costs for an island
vacation in 1939. On the back is
scrawled “a young lady kept this
record of her 2-week vacation.”

Dorothy’s vacation expenses totalled
$53.95, the equivalent of $943.43
today. How she spent her money tells
us a lot about what a vacation on the
Gulf Islands was like 80+ years ago

Crystals
Metaphysic
Supply
Little Herbal
Apothecary
Gifts & Décor
Winter Hours
Fridays & Saturdays
Noon - 3 pm
3410 South Otter Bay Road

Joseph Wong
Free Estimates
Owner Operator
maximpestsolutions@gmail.com
250-889-5575
Box 27108, 772 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria BC V9B5S4
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crystals-whitesage@northisleapotheca.co

Check us out on
Facebook & Instagram
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for a working woman in Canada at the
time was about $600/year. Paid vacation
time wasn’t the norm until well after
WWII, so perhaps she was a teacher.
That Dorothy could afford a vacation
at the end of the Depression meant she
had some disposable income. She may
have travelled on her own but it’s also
possible she went with a friend. The
final expense item on her list shows
she paid $3 to “Judy.” Is this a settling
up of shared expenses? Or was Judy a
neighbour who looked after Dorothy’s
dog/cat at 20¢/day? We can only guess.

P e rh a p s t h e y o u n g l a d y b o u g h t t h i s P o r t Wa s h i n g t o n p o s t c a rd - o n e
o f s o m e 6 0 v i e w s a v a i l a b l e a t t h e t i m e - d u r i n g h e r h o l i d a y.

and what the young woman herself was
like. Indeed, the very fact that she took a
vacation - and kept track of every penny
- indicates an organized person who
carefully planned her adventure.
Dorothy chose June 24 - July 9 for her
vacation. She likely lived in Vancouver’s
West End because she paid 55¢ for taxi
fare from Thurlow Street to the CPR

dock. The West End was a middleclass area dating back to the 1910s,
but by 1939 it was changing, with old
residences renovated into apartments.
The sense one gets from Dorothy’s
expenses is of a single woman. Did she
live in an apartment? Or was she still at
home with her family? In either case, she
probably had a job. The median income

In terms of transportation, Dorothy
paid $2.70 return to Mayne Island
aboard the Princess Mary. She tipped
baggage “stewards” 30¢ and 40¢ to
store her luggage which cost just 30¢.
She was then free to enjoy the ferry
trip unencumbered, spending 35¢ on
an “afternoon tea” plus 10¢ for the tea
steward. (“Tea” likely included tea,
sandwich and a sweet.)
Dorothy stayed at the Hall family resort,
“The Anchorage”, on Mayne Island. A
1941 newspaper ad described it as having
“lodge and cabin accommodation; no
crowding; comfortable beds; homecooked meals; own farm produce; hot
and cold running water in most rooms”.
For fifteen days’ room and board,
Dorothy paid $37.50 - 70% of her total
expenses - equivalent to about $650
today. (Good luck finding a deal like
that nowadays!)
We know she took a day trip to Pender
on the Princess Mary, and then paid
“Henshaw” to row her back to Mayne,
plus taxi fare to the lodge. Back then,
the Mayne-based Henshaw family
had seven boys, and one can just see a
strapping young brother putting up his
hand to take on this job. (Henshaws later
came to Pender and the family continues
here to this day.) Dorothy also made a
long-distance phone call to Vancouver
costing 32¢, or a whopping $5.60 in
today’s currency.
She probably had a little box camera
along because she bought two rolls
of Verichrome film. One can imagine
Dorothy recording her daily experiences
in detail, having purchased a pencil and
extra ink for her fountain pen as she
filled “four small notebooks.”
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Dorothy splurged on a few things.
She bought 60 pictorial postcards to
remember her trip, “2 tiny watercolours,
and 2 small pen and ink sketches.”
She mailed nine postcards for just 23¢
($4.00 today) which is less than half
the cost of sending postcards today.
Dorothy records the name “Foster” with
the watercolours, a reference to Mabel
Foster, a long-time painter on Mayne.
Simone Marler

Pender Island Parks and
Recreation Commission
PIPRC

Conservancy. If you would like to be
a “Friend of the Trails” please contact
Ilse at iphillips@outlook.com.
• PIPRC will support Pender Ocean
Defenders in installing artistic whale
signs at several trailheads along the
Whale Trail. Tim Frick will help coordinate the project.
• Several other ideas for improving the
parks and trails were raised, but decisions were postponed until the next
meeting to see how they mesh with
the Master Plan, which will be discussed at that time.
Please note

The Recreation Funding application
process will open May 1, with a deadline
of June 15. More information will be
available on our website closer to the
time on https://www.crd.bc.ca/parksrecreation-culture/parks-trails/piprc.
Please report any problems with our
trails and facilities and/or provide your
input to how the Commission should
proceed by contacting a commissioner,
sending an email to penderparks@crd.
bc.ca or attending one of our monthly
meetings, which are open to the public.
The next meeting on April 9 will be held
via Zoom.

Wa t e r f a l l s p a r k l e s i n t h e 		
E n c h a n t e d F o re s t

The last meeting was held on March
12 via Zoom and chaired by Ben
McConchie. The following motions or
actions were approved.
• Shannon Brayford circulated a draft
template for a PIPRC Master Plan.
Detailed development of the Plan will
begin next meeting.
• Ben McConchie reported that the Dog
Park Subcommittee is investigating
the feasibility of a possible alternate
site in Magic Lake for the dog park.
• Ilse Phillips, head of the new Friends
of the Trails Committee, will begin
to seek volunteers, who will monitor
trails to report repair work and invasives as well as help with special
events such as Annual Trail Caching and Broom Bashing with the P.I.

With the weather improving (and
vaccinations in progress), we will
soon be able to fully enjoy the many
picturesque parks and trails on Pender.
H a n s Ta m m e m a g i

Pender Island 		
Public Library
Diversifying the library 		
collection

T

his winter we’ve
been evaluating the
library collection and
adding more titles that showcase diversity with a variety of representations,
experiences, and points of view. These
new titles highlight many special cultural celebrations and languages, First
Nations stories (youth and adult books),
living with disabilities, people of colour,
and LGBTQ+ themes. We welcome
your suggestions for titles that highlight
diverse voices from across BC, Canada,
and the world – use our Suggestion Box
or speak to staff.
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No overdue fines

A reminder that there are no longer
any overdue fines on library items. If
you find long-forgotten library items at
home or in the car, just drop them off
at the library and we’ll be happy to see
the items again. We do ask that patrons
replace lost or damaged books, and each
lost item is considered individually.
Often we simply ask patrons to donate
a similar book or DVD as a replacement
(second hand copies in good condition
are welcome).
Kids’ Chess Club

Calling all young chess players! We’ve
partnered with Salt Spring Island
Library to host a Gulf Islands online
chess club for kids. Beginners welcome
and parents too, to have fun learning and
playing the strategic game of chess. Call
629-3722 or email libraryhelpdesk@
crd.bc.ca for more info.
Art in the Library			
Big Spring!

The theme of our newest exhibit is big,
big, big art pieces by three talented local
artists: Carla Babcock, Judith Walker,
and Mary Lottridge. Come catch a

Thank you for
the opportunity
to serve you in
the legislature.
I love the work that I do.
It ﬁres me up every day!
We are in that chamber
with integrity, standing
up for what matters to us,
and staying true to our values.

Adam Olsen MLA

Saanich North & the Islands
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welcome breath of springtime through
10 whimsical, colourful and unique art
pieces on display in March-April.
New Seed Library

Drop by the new seed library and pick
up free seed packets for veggies and
flowers, learn about saving your seeds,
and donate your extra seeds to the Gulf
Islands Food Co-op. We have lots of
books and magazines about growing
food in your garden.
Book Donations

Doing some Spring cleaning? The
library accepts book donations of newer
items only: items published within the
last 10 years and in great condition.
A maximum of 1 bag per person, no
school textbooks or those musty items
from the basement! Thank you for all
the wonderful donations we’ve received
this year.
New items in the Library		
Adult fiction

Jonny Appleseed by J. Whitehead, Butter
Honey Pig Bread by F. Ekwuyasi, The
Midnight Bargain by C.L. Polk, Khalil
by Y. Khadra, Hench by N. Walschots,
Norwegian By Night by D. Miller.
Adult mystery

Missing And Endangered by J.A. Jance,
Blink Of An Eye by I. Johansen.
Adult non-fiction

Be Kind, Be Calm, Be Safe by Dr.
B. Henry, Ten Lessons For A PostPandemic World by F. Zakaria, When It’s
Time To Say Goodbye To Your Beloved
Pet by A. Garner, The Sea Journal by H.
Lewis-Jones.

Young Adults

The Gilded Ones by N. Forna, Midnight
Sun by S. Meyer, As Far As You’ll Take
Me by P. Stamper, Chain Of Iron by C.
Clare. The Iron Raven by J. Kagawa, Be
Dazzled by R. La Sala.
Youth fiction

We Are Water Protectors by C. Lindstrom,
Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library
by C. Grabenstein, The Baby-sitters
Club-Claudia And The New Girl by G.
Epstein, The Lion Of Mars by J. Holm,
My Day With Gong Gong by S. Yee
Youth nonfiction

Orcas Everywhere by M. Leiren-Young,
Maker Lab Outdoors by J. Challoner,
Dinosaurs And Prehistoric Life by C.
Carker, Battles Of The Galaxy by D.
Wallace.
Carmen Oleskevich,
L i b r a r y D i re c t o r

Pender Island 		
Reconciliation Circle

I

n March we shared our thoughts
about “Racism, Reconciliation, and
Indigenous Cultural Safety,” a Shelagh
Rogers interview with Senator Justice
Murray Sinclair, Chair of the national
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
Some of what we learned and ideas
that resonated with the group are
summarized below.
Reconciliation is a huge topic with
various components. You may not
have been part of creating the problem
but we all have a part in the solution.
Reconciliation is not only about
looking back, but looking forward to
finding a way to work toward creating
a relationship between indigenous
and non-indigenous peoples built on a
healthier footing and based on respect.
We can all create a vision for the future
by imagining what it would look like if
we were in the right relationship. From
there we can set an intention and find
ways to work towards it.
Racism can exist in an individual but
also has a presence at the institutional
level. If it were possible to eliminate
all the individual racists from a system
you would still be left with a system
that has been founded on the principles
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of racism. We have recently heard
about examples of this in healthcare,
the justice system, and child welfare.
Change at the organizational level is
also required and here the Educational
system is key because it is the people
being educated today who will be the
leaders for reconciliation in the future
As individuals we can review and (re-)
read the calls-to-action from the final
summary of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and do it with a thought of
how can I put this to use and how can
I explain it in a way that would help
others to see it. Let the government
leaders know you’re holding them to a
standard of doing something about it.
The interview is still available on the
website of the National Indigenous
Cultural Safety Learning Series or if
you simply google Shelagh Rogers and
Murray Sinclair, several options will
come up.
Next month we will be using our
“virtual” meeting place, but it will be a
week earlier than usual - April 14. We
will be learning about the Metis history
and culture through the experience of
jigging. Take good care,
Susan Parr

Pender Island Recreation
and Agricultural Hall 		
Association
PIRAHA

A

fundraiser for the
Community Hall is
happening thanks to David
Nickoli. Save your papers
for shredding, save the air from smokey,
burning paper and help our Hall! Bring
your “banker’s boxes” of confidential
papers to be shredded onsite, Saturday,
May 1 at the Community Hall. Bring
your EventBrite ticket showing that you
have made a donation to help us raise
money to support our Community Hall.
Show up at the time you have booked
and we’ll put your confidential papers
through the shredder. Saves you the
cost of a trip into ‘town’ and at reduced
shredding prices!
Exact cash will be accepted on the day
of the event if we are not “Sold Out.”
If you prefer to pay cash on the day of
the event, please email david.nickoli@

gmail.com to reserve your time.
Book your timed tickets at eventbrite.
ca. Link is https://www.eventbrite.
ca/e/shred-it-at-the-pender-islandscommunity-hall-tickets-146462558455
Adult Programs 			
Walking Group		
Wednesdays 10 - 11:30 am

Focus on your health, happiness, and
fun every Wednesday at the Community
Hall. The Walking Group is a drop-in
activity. A walk where you can stop in
and visit at the café and join others in
a pleasant walk along the Home Valley
farm trail. Masks encouraged.
Saturday Market			
Saturdays from 10 am - 1 pm

Come out on Saturdays to the Market for
local food and produce. Masks required.
Friday Community Gathering
Picnic, 12 - 1 pm

When we are able to gather again,
we will be inside, distanced sitting
areas, door open for ventilation (dress
warmly), contact tracing at entry. Tea
and coffee will be available by donation.
Masks required when not eating or
drinking. If you can’t join in person, we
livestream on the Pender Community
Hall Facebook page.
Zoom in: Knit and Natter		
Wednesdays from 1:30 - 2:10 pm

To find the activity link go to
penderislands.org/calendar/ and click
on the Knit and Natter area.
Zoom in: Repair Café with Peter
Fridays from 11 am - 11:40 am

To find the activity link go to
penderislands.org/calendar/ and click
on the Repair Café area.
Tibetan QiGong		
Wednesdays 4 - 5:30 pm

Gather and absorb chi (life energy) into
your body with these gentle movements
to increase circulation and flexibility
while quieting the mind. Most exercises
are done standing. For more information,
call Ken at 629-3104. Drop in cost is $2.
Masks required.

Youth Programs 		
Youth Leadership Event

In May or June, the Community Hall, in
partnership with the SGI CRC will have
an amazing youth get-together! At the
time of submission, a group of Pender
youth are brainstorming the details of
the event but some of the ideas are a
youth volunteer day where we do trail
improvement, beach cleanup, prepare
freezer meals to give to the hungry,
write letters to people who are isolated
or quarantining, tidy a community
garden, or lead a fun online activity
for youth and older adults, followed by
fun and social activities for the youth
volunteers. If you would like to sign up,
email sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com
Leadership for the Earth Program

Registrations are being taken for this fun
and educational activity for youth! We will
be hosting regular in-person, at-a-distance,
outdoor and environmental leadership
activities for youth, including outdoor
living skills, environmental awareness,
and food and farming skills. We will also
offer virtual and remote resources through
a monthly newsletter. Please email Ellie
at picommunityhall@gmail.com for more
information and to sign up!
Youth Book Club		
Friday, April 23, 3 pm

The Youth Book Club is a free monthly
book club for teens ages 13-19. Our goal
is to create a space for book-loving teens
to gather, read and discuss new books,
and socialize. We have been meeting
over Zoom and are completing our
second book, and anyone who wishes to
join is very welcome! Our next meeting
will be on April 23 from 3 - 4 pm, online
via Zoom unless regulations change.
If you are interested in participating,
please email penderhall@hotmail.com.
Online Activity Leaders Wanted

Become an online activity leader.
Plan, organize, and lead a weekly 1.5
hour online activity for four or more
weeks. Receive $25 per session for the
preparation and leadership time.
Receive free one-on-one and group
training to help you prepare for your
activities. Receive other opportunities
to learn and work with your peers.
Applicants must be between 17 and
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29 years old, have experience leading
activities for either children or older
adults, or have skills which translate
well into the virtual realm (eg. French
language, sewing...), have experience
planning and organizing activities
or workshops, are able to commit to
organize and run a minimum of four
1.5 hour sessions of activities, are able
to commit to two hours of mandatory
group training, and have a clear criminal
record check. Send your resume and
an activity proposal to Andrea at
bookings@penderislands.org.
Across the Ages

Across the Ages is a program to
foster intergenerational connection
on the Southern Gulf Islands, run
as a collaboration between the SGI
Community Resource Centre and
Pender Community Hall.
We are
recruiting youth community members
(19 and under) and senior community
members (55+) across Southern Gulf
Island communities to participate in
a virtual storytelling program. Email
Ellie at picommunityhall@gmail.com if
you would like to sign up.
Andrea Mills and Dianne Allison

Pender Island 		
Recycling Society

T

hank you Pender
Island residents and
visitors for your dedication
to recycling! In 2020, the
depot collected approximately 220
tonnes of recycling, including 2.6 tonnes
of non-packaging plastic (which was
a community effort entirely supported
by your membership donations), 35
tonnes of scrap metal, and 100 tonnes
of packaging and printed paper. That is
approximately 96 kg of recycling per
person. Way to go Pender!
With Earth Day around the corner on
April 22, you may be wondering what
you can do to reduce the amount of
packaging that comes through your
house. One rewarding way to accomplish
this is to grow food. Then you only have
a little seed packet to contend with rather
than a plastic bag or tub - and many
seed packets are compostable. Growing
locally also reduces the greenhouse
gas emissions that are associated with
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food transportation and produces fresh
and tasty food. Spring is a great time to
try planting peas, lettuce, or radishes,
which can be grown in plant pots, deck
boxes, or a little corner in your garden.
Plastic plant pots are available outside
the FreeStore.
At the current disposal rates, the local
landfill at Hartland will be full by 2045.
So another way that we can help the
planet is by striving for responsible waste
management. Compostable organics make
up the largest portion of the waste stream
(21%) and this material can be easily dealt
with by installing a composter ($99) or a
food digester ($185) in your backyard. On
Earth Day and for that weekend (April 22,
23, and 24), these units will be available
for $5 off as a thank you from PIRS for
doing your part!
The composter handles raw plant food
scraps, such as fruit and vegetable
peelings, as well as egg shells, coffee
grounds, and brown paper towels. The
material decomposes with the help of
worms, moisture, warmth, and bacteria.
The finished compost can be harvested
from the bottom of the unit and added to
your garden.
The food digester handles cooked and
uncooked plant material, as well as
dairy, meat, and bread. You cannot
collect the composted material out of
a digester but it will enrich the soil and
improve the growth of nearby plants. It
requires a sunny, well-drained site. Ask
for more information the next time that
you are at the depot or visit the Compost
Education Centre website https://www.

compost.bc.ca/.
The best things in life are free and so are
many items at the depot. We have gift
bags and many treasures waiting to be
discovered and given a second chance in
the FreeStore; a good selection of paint
in the ReShop; scrap metal that can be
salvaged (for free or sometimes for a
small donation depending on the item);
and egg cartons for our local producers.
Niki Roberts

Pender Organic 		
Community Garden Society

I

t is mid-March as I write
this, and a typically
raw, blustery day. At the
Community Garden this
morning, with a backdrop
of frolicking lambs and bleating ewes,
there were several members talking to
their plots but no one actually gardening.
I took the photo (below) to portray the
blank canvas that we will be filling in
before long with colour and texture (not
to mention good food). The ground is
still squelchy after such a wet winter,
and my fall-planted cauliflowers look
sad. Maybe they’ll perk up when we get
some warmth. And maybe they won’t.
But that clump of rhubarb is growing
almost as I watch, with the bright
sunlight catching its frilly chartreuse
young leaves with the burgundy edges
- prettier than any picture.
Of course I have a neatly drawn diagram
of how I am going to use every square
inch of my plot this year. The broad
beans (already sprouted at home and

Blank canvas, photo by Patricia Callendar
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raring to be planted) will take pride of
place along the north-east side, to be
followed later by the heat-loving pole
beans. The early peas will go nicely at
right angles on a trellis. And then my
dahlia tubers will go here and here and
here...oops, once again I have too many
and really should restrain myself from
planting them all. But restraint is not
my middle name and I know I will plant
them all, which in turn will lead to not
being able to plant the potatoes where
I’d planned to, so the other root crops
will have to go somewhere else, and
where shall I put the kale, the zucchini,
and, oh yes, the gladioli (which have
also multiplied overwinter)? Inevitably
my lovely diagram will be in disarray
once again. Maybe next year I’ll stick
to the plan. And maybe I won’t.
Never mind - the point is my little
square part of the blank canvas will
soon be green and lush with promise,
and even if there is a higgledy-piggledyness about the layout, I know for certain
there will be abundant crops, glorious
flowers, and nutrition for the soul in the
months to come, along with the fun and
fellowship of gardening in this special
space - thanks to the generosity of Karl
Hamson.
Patricia Callendar

Pender Seed Library

Lettuce garden planted last fall,
provides daily salad all late
winter and early spring

A

pril is the perfect time to direct seed
lettuce into your garden. The Seed
Library is well stocked with different
kinds of lettuces so consider starting
a Salad Garden at home. If you don’t
have a garden or protection from the
deer, you can grow them in pots or
containers on a fenced deck or some
other safe place. Lettuce doesn’t need
full sun, but the plants do need to be
watered regularly. One easy way to
grow them is to spread some seeds in
a tray of moist soil and then transplant
the seedlings about five inches apart in
a larger pot. The seedlings transplant
very well. One person I know lets the
lettuce go to seed, leaving it to fall in
place naturally. The next spring, the
many little seedlings are dug up and
transplanted in rows. Growing lettuce at
home is the perfect way to have a fresh
salad everyday without going to the
store or needing to keep large heads in
the refrigerator where much of it goes to
waste. Just go out and pick a few leaves
for each person and make your salad,
from garden to table in five minutes.
We also gather many other plants for our
daily salad bowl: a few sprigs of parsley,
a leaf of kale, some arugula, a few little
sprouts of a brassica going to seed, some
chives, a few calendula, nasturtium,
kale and arugula flowers, not to mention
a tomato and some basil, and couple of
peas (find all these seeds in the Seed
Library). It is so fun to forage in your
own garden! Keep lettuces growing all
summer by starting more in a cool spot,
as they don’t germinate well over 22oC.
Let your best producing lettuce go to
seed. They are self-pollinating annuals,
producing “true” seed. Leaves will get
small and tough and bitter and grow tall
in the centre and from that place a tall
stalk will emerge which will produce
an umbrella of flowers with fluffy seed
heads. The seeds mature at a different
rates so wait until about one third are
fluffy, then cut the seed heads into a
paper bag and shake out the seeds. One
plant will produce thousands of seeds!
Enough to share with your friends
and the Seed Library. Let them dry
thoroughly and store them in an airtight
container for up to four years.
Karin Campbell
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Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 239

E

aster
is
a
symbol
of
hope,
renewal,
joy, and new life. With COVID-19
vaccinations in process, the promise of
Easter will be a reality.
April also brings thoughts of income
taxes. There are two free tax preparation clinics on Pender Island for those
with modest income and simple tax
situations. Contact Jane at Community Support Services, 629-3346, communitysupport@shaw.ca, or Jean at the
Legion, 629-3520, or email 		
penderlegiontaxclinic@gmail.com.
(Also see “Special Notices).
For the Legion, April is the month for an
independent annual review of the prior
year’s financials. We are grateful for
three very talented financial people who
have volunteered for this year’s’ review
Committee: Jennifer Kaila, Dianne
Allison, and Jon Heaney. Thank you!
Our huge thanks to Kathy Heslop,
Natasia Ilkiw, and Michel Pelletier
for expertly taking care of the Legion
financial reviews for many years, and
Jamie DeBruin for stepping in last
year to help Kathy and Natasia. Much
appreciated!
Friday night take out dinners continue
to be successful thanks to all our
customers, and the Chef and crew that
make it happen. There will be no dinner
on April 2 as we will be closed Easter
weekend for a break. April dinners will
include Gail Forsyth’s Chicken Masala
on April 16, and Barb Pender’s Curry
Chicken on April 30. April 9 and 23
are open for a volunteer Chef to cook
their favourite meal. Our crew can shop
and help you in every way, or bring your
own crew. If you would like to get on
the Friday night dinner email list, please
send us an email to branch239.rcl@
gmail.com. See our ad on page 61.
Congratulations to El Faro Fusion
Restaurant, the Legion 2021 Chili
Cook-off Champions! Thanks to Deryk
and Becky Gooding, and the other five
restaurants, for their donations and
participation. We sold a record 57
dinners which was a huge help for the
Legion finances.
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Thank you for considering any donation
in support of those who have served us
all so well.
Te r r y S h e p h e rd , S e c re t a r y

SGI Community Economic
Sustainability Commission

D

St. Patrick’s Friday Night Dinner Crew - photo by Joanne Harrisson
Jean Bradley, a longtime Legion
Veterans Health Centre
member, and Ladies’ Auxiliary member,
Canada has a long history of exemplary
passed away in March. Jean was a
veteran service. After their service to
tremendous Legion supporter, and
our country, it is up to us to step up to
devoted her time and energy to many
the plate to help veterans with the care
island groups and causes. She also made
and services they need to live their final
generous donations to many worthy
years with health and dignity.
causes, always thinking of others. Jean
Broadmead Care Home in Victoria has
will always be fondly remembered and
a Veterans Health Centre, which works
missed. Our heartfelt condolences to
in partnership with Veterans Affairs
Jean’s family.
Canada to provide health, social, and
There will be a small cemetery service
recreational services for veterans living
on April 14 at 12:30 pm for Duncan
in the community. According to the
Patterson.
website, “The purpose of the Veterans
Thank you to all our members who
Health Centre is to support veterans
have paid your 2021 membership dues,
who live in their own homes, as long
and to new members joining us this
as possible, and as safely as possible,
year. Your support is needed and much
by offering a range of health, social,
appreciated. If you haven’t paid yet, you
and leisure services.” The majority of
will receive a friendly reminder call from
veterans are transported to and from
our Membership Chair, Tania Schissler.
the Veterans Health Centre in the
Thanks Tania for reminding everyone.
Broadmead Care van. The current van
has served them well for over 15 years
Congratulations to The Pender Post
but now needs replacing, at a cost of
for 50 years of excellent service to
approximately $45,000.
our island! The dedication of all the

volunteers over the years is tremendous.
The Pender Post history of the people
and processes that made it happen, and
continue to make it happen, is amazing.
Thank you!
Sunshine,
warm
weather
and
vaccinations make us hopeful we can
open soon and see everyone again.
Happy Easter!
Jean Deschenes
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Pender Island Legion will be donating
funds but we are asking others in the
community to consider donating to this
very worthy cause. Cheques can be made
out to Broadmead Care (please mark
“Van fundraiser” on the memo line) and
left in the Community Box at Dockside
Realty, Driftwood Office. Folder is
under “R” for the Royal Canadian
Legion, marked “Van fundraiser.”
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id you know that the Southern
Gulf Islands has a Community
Economic Sustainability Commission
(CESC) working hard to support vibrant
island communities? Your Community
Economic Sustainability Commission
(CESC) is composed of four volunteers
who represent Galiano, Mayne, Saturna,
and Pender Islands, along with the SGI
Electoral Area Director who acts as
the Commission’s fifth member. These
commissioners are supported by staff at
CRD in Victoria and on the islands.
The Commission’s mandate is to
promote sustainable economies within
the Islands by achieving a “triple-net”
bottom line, consisting of achieving a
resilient and sustainable local economy
that improves and maintains the Southern
Gulf Islands’ economic prosperity,
social equity, and environmental quality.
This is achieved through partnering
with local community organizations as
well as working with various levels of
government to achieve common goals
and objectives. The importance of
supporting our communities’ economic
well-being is greater now than ever as
we all continue to cope with the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Some of the identified initiatives
established by the commission in
partnership with local communities are:

Broadband

Promoting expansion and improvements
to broadband internet connectivity to
advance goals of sustainable economic
development, community health, and
resilience. The Phase 1 report “Connecting
SGI” can be found on our website.
Affordable Housing

Supporting the concept of increased
affordable housing inventory and
advancing a SGI Housing Strategy for
the CRD

Food and Agriculture

Promoting sustainable and secure
community food and agriculture
strategies. The final SGI Food and
Agriculture Strategy (2017) can be
found on our website.
Experience the Gulf Islands
(ETGI)

Promoting sustainable tourism within
our communities. The ETGI Concept
Plan can be found on our website; this
plan informs the tourism approach
of the Southern Gulf Island Tourism
Partnership Society.
Social Finance

Promoting various financing options
to support local business and fund
sustainable development in the SGI.
Transportation

Investigating the creation of a new
integrated transportation service which
would create new opportunities for
public transit, active transportation,
and inter-island passenger ferry travel integrated to enable multi-modal travel
options throughout the islands. At the
initiative of Director Howe, the Capital
Regional District (CRD) Board wrote
the province to request a strategy and
plan for ongoing coordination between
BC Ferries, BC Transit, and the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
(road infrastructure planning) to achieve
integrated, low carbon, and active
transportation solutions for the Southern
Gulf Islands.
To learn more about these CESC
initiatives and others, visit our website
at sustainableislands.ca
Your CESC meets on the third Tuesday
of each month via Zoom video
conferencing, and the public is welcome
to attend the virtual meetings. Please
contact your local representative for
more information. Agendas and meeting
minutes are posted on the CRD website.
Commissioners

Regional Director - Dave Howe,
directorsgi@crd.bc.ca; Galiano Island
- Michael Hoebel, mike.hoebel@gmail.
com; Mayne Island - Deborah Goldman,
dagoldman@shaw.ca; Saturna Island Paul Brent, pbrent@mac.com; Pender
Island - Ian Elliott, ian-elliott@shaw.

ca; Executive Assistant for Director Melody Pender, 629-3475, mpender@
crd.bc.ca.
Community Liaisons

Justine Starke - Manager, SGI Service
Delivery, jstarke@crd.bc.ca; Emma
Davis - Galiano Island, galianoinfo@
crd.bc.ca; Kat Ferneyhough - Mayne
Island, mayneinfo@crd.bc.ca; Katie
Dentry - Saturna Island, saturnainfo@
crd.bc.ca; Melody Pender - Pender
Island, mpender@crd.bc.ca.
I a n E l l i o t t , C h a i r, S G I C E S C

SGI Community 		
Resource Centre

H

appy Easter! The
CRC is working
hard to support programs
that foster community
connections as we look
optimistically towards the future. We
hope that you will continue to turn to the
CRC for assistance, local information,
and to learn about new projects to
strengthen the community.
Computer Savvy Seniors

Computer Savvy Seniors will have
several new virtual courses offered in
April with local experts to help you
get connected with new skills and
technology. Check the CRC website
for upcoming courses and registration:
https://www.sgicommunityresources.ca/
css-courses/. See ad on page 62.
Throughout the pandemic, the CRC’s
Island Kindness Program has been
providing our Island’s residents who
are in mandatory quarantine, vulnerable
seniors/individuals and those with
mobility challenges, with a food
delivery program in partnership with
Tru Value Foods. Volunteer shoppers
and drivers provide this grocery service
on Thursday afternoons. Orders can be
submitted through orderonpender@
gmail.com, or calling the Helpline at
629-3665.
Emergency Relief

The Pender Island CRC is providing
Emergency Relief to applicants who
have financial challenges related to
the pandemic. Approved applicants
could receive Tru Value gift cards in
denominations ranging from $50-$200,
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or microgrants up to $500. Please pick
up an application form at the CRC Office
in the Driftwood or from the Community
Box at Dockside Realty in the Driftwood
(in the Community Resource Centre file
folder). The CRC also has tablets and
laptops available for Island Savings
online banking transactions, PANS
sign-up and WorkBC research. Legion
face masks are also available for $10 at
the CRC office and the Pender Island
Legion has provided free hand sanitizer
for other organizations that is available
at the CRC office. Finally, the CRC
office has boxes of disposable masks
available free to local businesses and
non-profit organizations. The CRC
Office is open 10 am - 4 pm Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday.
Employment Services

Are you a job-seeker, an employer
needing staff, or do you require support
during this uncertain time? There is
information to assist you! Employment
Services is open Monday and Wednesday,
10 am - 4 pm. Call 629-3665 to speak to
an Employment Advisor for information
on funding for training, resources, and
if you are looking for a job. Don’t
forget to check out the job board on our
website. Considering self-employment?
Contact an Employment Advisor to find
out which type is right for you and for
information on starting a small business.
Have you applied for jobs with no
response? Have you been on EI at
some point in the last five years? The
WorkBC Wage Subsidy program covers
a part of employee wages so employers
can hire job seekers and provide work
opportunities.
Both unemployed
individuals and employers in B.C. can
benefit from WorkBC Wage Subsidy.
Our Wage Subsidy clients can submit
their resumes to employers with
information about the Wage Subsidy
program, allowing them to compete
with other applicants and helping them
to secure a job in their field.
Community Justice Program

There’s still time to sign up for the
March 31 Community Conversation
“Reflections on a Year of Pandemic”
Wednesday, March 31 at 7 pm. Join in
with other Gulf Islanders to talk about the
challenges, revelations, and experiences
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of this past year as we look ahead. To
reserve your “seat” in this virtual circle,
please contact us at sgicjp@shaw.ca.
We will not be having a Community
Conversation in April. As we move
into spring, we plan to continue to have
virtual inter-island conversations and,
hopefully, add in-person community
circles on all the islands. Stay tuned for
the next circle(s) in May.
Non-profit Leaders Network

The monthly meetup is a place for SGI
Non-profit Leaders to have a place to
discuss issues and trends, and connect
with each other. With no agenda,
topics are diverse, meaningful, and
very valuable for those in attendance.
The next meeting will be held April 1
at 10:30 am. For more information or
to register, email 		
sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com
Across the Ages is a program to
foster intergenerational connection
on the Southern Gulf Islands, run as a
collaboration between the SGI CRC
and Pender Community Hall. We are
recruiting youth community members
(19 and under) and senior community
members (55+) across Southern Gulf
Island communities to participate in a
virtual buddy program. We will have
regular virtual meet-ups where we will
participate in virtual activities together.
Email info@sgicommunityresources.ca
if you would like to sign up.
SGI Youth Hub

This hub is designed for youth ages
13 to 25 who want to get involved,
learn new things, and of course have
fun with friends while making a
difference in their community. The
SGI Youth Hub will have regular social
activities, interesting workshops, and
fun group volunteer opportunities.
This can include activities like movie
and board game nights, bike rides,
resume and cover letter workshops,
cooking workshops, and volunteering
as a group to help with trail building,
eco-restoration, and other activities of
interest to the group. There is no cost for
this program but participants are asked
to try to provide 100 hours per year in
program engagement (volunteer, join
activities, workshops); activities will
take place both online and in person.
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We plan to start this program up again
in the late spring or early summer. If you
are interested in becoming involved in
this program please email
youth@sgicommunityresources.ca.
Youth Leadership Event

for providing proper facilities for
holding all courses and examinations
conducted by the Squadron.
The
Squadron Educational Office is assisted
in this role by our Assistant Educational
Officers and squadron membership.

In May or June, the Community Hall, in
partnership with the SGI CRC, will have
an amazing youth get-together! At the
time of submission, a group of Pender
youth are brainstorming the details of
the event but some of the ideas are a
youth volunteer day where we do trail
improvement, beach cleanup, prepare
freezer meals to give to the hungry,
write letters to people who are isolated
or quarantining, tidy a community
garden, or lead a fun online activity
for youth and older adults, followed by
fun and social activities for the youth
volunteers. If you would like to sign-up
email sgivolunteercentre@gmail.com.
Melody Pender

Official job descriptions often sound
burdensome - this is not the case. Be
assured that we are a collegial group
of folks focused on promoting safety
on the water through education. If you
would like to join our group, help in any
of our programs, or consider taking on
one of the above roles, please give me a
call at 629-6846.

Recreation

and

Leisure

Canadian Power and Sail
Pender Island Squadron

F

or those interested in
taking the Maritime
Radio course and obtaining
their Restricted Operator Certificate,
online registration is scheduled to begin
early April 1. This will be an online
self-study course scheduled to start
April 12. We will offer three online
seminar sessions for those who wish
to participate although this is optional
and not a mandatory component of the
program. You can register using the
Courses and Seminars tab at the web
site cps-ecp.ca.
On May 12 at 7 pm we will be holding
our Squadron AGM using Zoom.
Existing officers have agreed to continue
on in their present roles in the absence
of any other nominations. However, we
welcome alternate nominations from
our members for consideration at the
AGM. We also have two positions that
remain open - Executive Officer and
Educational Officer.
The Squadron Educational Officer
is responsible for carrying out the
Squadron’s Educational Program and
The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

The Squadron Executive Officer will
assist the Squadron Commander in
the discharge of all his or her duties,
and in the absence of the Squadron
Commander will perform such duties
and exercise appropriate powers as
listed in the Squadron Commander’s job
description

Beach clean-up is scheduled for April
17 this year. As per previous years our
squadron has volunteered to collect
debris from Shingle Bay and Panda Bay.
Finally, boating season will be here
sooner than you think. Now is the time
to consider those maintenance items
you should have on your list, check
the expiry dates on your flares, and
complete any repairs that must be done
prior to launching.
Thanks for reading and stay safe on the
water,
David Kirsop, Commander

Pender Island Garden Club

T

hank you to Erin
O’Brien
from
the Pender Islands
Conservancy for the
informative session at our March
Zoom meeting. One of the important
things about native planting is that
while honeybees are not discriminatory
about which plants they visit, the native
bees prefer native plants so they are a
much needed plant to encourage bees
to your garden. The invasive types
such as Daphne, Broom, Gorse, and
Tansy are definitely not needed as they
choke out the native and the introduced
non-invasive plants alike. In May,
the Conservancy will be holding their

annual broom bash so watch The Pender
Post articles for information on how to
volunteer or just how to get rid of your
broom after pulling it.
Our meeting for April will again be by
zoom due to the COVID-19 restrictions
still in place, but one good thing about
that is that it gives us access to speakers
we would not otherwise be able to invite
to speak to us.
On April 8 at 1 pm, our speaker will
be Chris Jennings from the Vancouver
Shade Garden Society. He will be
talking to us about plantings suitable for
shade gardens and with all the tall trees,
a lot of us have very shady gardens. I
know my North facing front yard has
areas that hardly see sun except in
midsummer. Grab your coffee, tea, or
even wine glass and join us on April 8.
Va l e r i e B u t c h e r

Pender Island Golf Club

W

ell,
winter
is
behind us and we
look forward to our new
season! Many people
have continued to play during the last
few months, when the weather has
allowed, using our Honour Box.
Our Spring opening is on April
1 and we are excited to welcome
back familiar faces, as well as new
members and occasional players. We
believe our membership rates are very
reasonable and we have both Social
and Quarter-share rates in addition
to Full Membership. Please look on
our website, or contact us for more
information if you are interested in
joining the club.
Tee times must be booked and you can
access the tee-sheet on our website www.
penderislandgolf.ca.
Whilst golf is
outdoors and great for social distancing,
we continue to be mindful of provincial
and federal guidance around COVID-19.
We will be keeping the Pro Shop closed
and asking for your contact details. If
you would like to see the clothes and
other merchandise that we have in the
shop, please let us know by calling
629-6659 and we will arrange this for
you. Michelle, Carri, and Richard will
be opening the Pro Shop daily. We will
open at 10 am during April and will

close at varying times, depending upon
the weather and our number of bookings.
If you have booked a tee-time and want
to play outside the hours the Pro Shop
is open, please use our Honour Box to
make payment. We look forward to
seeing you soon!
R i c h a rd M u d g e

Pender Island 		
Junior Sailing Association
PIJSA

T

he Board will meet to
discuss this summer’s
season March 21. The
request that people should let
us know if they are interested
in sailing courses this summer has
resulted in a greater response that was
anticipated, so we will be considering
giving more courses, especially Level 1
& 2 which is for beginners greater than 9
years of age. It is likely that registration
will not begin until at least May 15, and
those who have already contacted us will
get preference for the best dates. Please
look for announcements in our website
penderislandjuniorsailing.com or The
Pender Post in May. Any questions can
be sent to infopijsa@shaw.ca.
B r u c e Wa y g o o d , C o m m o d o re

Pender Island 			
Otters Swim Club

A

s of writing,
we have not
had our AGM yet,
dated March 30, but
I can say that I would really like to say
thanks to retiring board members Sam
Boyte and Michelle Bertrand. Both
have helped so much in giving great
advice and just being willing to be a
part of our board this challenging year.
We do have two new nominees, but as
the AGM has not happened yet, I will
not announce their names until ratified.
What a challenging year it has been, but
we are looking forward to the summer
where we will still have our Friday two
hours of practice at Panorama Pool from
12 - 2 pm. May and June are firm on
the times, but we are still waiting for
word if we can get an additional day
for the July and August dates. May
7 will be our first day of practice for
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the summer session, and registration
should be open in the last two weeks
of April. Our current session ends
April 30. Anyone wanting to register
for the summer session should look to
our webpage towards the end of April
at www.penderislandotters.webs.com
and follow the link to the registration
page. Any questions please contact us
at penderottersswimclub@gmail.com.
While we are still under COVID-19
social distancing protocols, there is still
room in our programming to take new
swimmers, but sorry, we are still not
able to offer Otter Pups sessions yet (5+,
in water coaching needed). Hope to see
some new and returning swimmers join
us for the summer session.
H e l e n L e m o n - M o o re , P re s i d e n t

Pender Island Yacht Club

O

ur winter season of
races was cut short
by COVID-19 sport
regulations that prohibit racing and
limited the number of adult participants
to four in total. COVID-19 sport
regulations are not sport specific, and
though boats sailing are separated by
distances usually much greater than
six feet, competitive sailing is covered
by the general regulations. As of
March 18, with new regulations, PIYC
will have sailing events for up to 10
adults, involved in practice sailing on
weekends, but these events will not be
part of the racing schedule. If anyone is
interested in joining us, please contact
kbwaygood@shaw.ca. Currently, we
usually have fewer than ten adults.
B r u c e Wa y g o o d , R a c e C a p t a i n

Pender Post Past

T

he Pender Post Past article has
taken a break from this issue as we
celebrate 50 years of The Pender Post
with articles and photos. It will return
next month with a slight change. We
will start featuring what was going on
50 years ago rather than 30.
Va l B u t c h e r
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W eather Observations

for

February

Average Temperatures
Max Min Mean
Magic Lake 6.5
1.9
4.2
Normal
8.5
2.4
5.4

S

tatistically, February comes third
for most snow, after December and
January. In February 2021 we did not
set a record for snowfall; in February
2017 we had 58 cm and in 2014, 41
cm. The first few days of February
2021 were very mild; on the February
9 the temperature dropped below zero
and a couple of days later Environment
Canada announced an arctic outflow
coming our way. When you hear “arctic
outflow” you can be sure that snow is
on its way; it refers to cold air coming
south through the fiords in the Inside
Passage and sure enough on February13
we had snow. Also there was extensive
ice on the surface of Magic Lake and
a layer of snow on the ice. By the end
of the month all the ice and snow had
melted. I watched otters playing in the
icy water and I thought “In three months
from now, I’ll be swimming in there and
I will not need an otter fur coat.” The
snowy landscape is beautiful, but May
will be beautiful when it is fine and
sunny.
Apart from the snow, the weather in
February 2021 was unspectacular.
Temperatures were slightly below
average, the extreme high and low

A dvance Notices

for

Extreme Temperatures
High
Low
		
st
th
-4.5 on 12
12.0 on 21
16.0 in 1991 -12.5 in 1989

temperatures were nothing special. Total
precipitation was close to normal even
though snowfall was above average, but
average snowfall is a rather meaningless
figure because more than half of past
Februaries had no snow. I think it was
a windy month even though I do not
record wind speed; it just seemed that
way. My apricot tree is looking very
sad. It usually blossoms in March but
the buds are still tiny; perhaps the snow
was too cold for it. The pears look okay
and I have moved my mason bee house
into a pear tree to encourage the bees to
do good work because a bee expert told
me that bees do not like pear trees.
April tends to be a mixed and
unpredictable month for weather; it is
the beginning of spring and a transition
between winter and summer. Below
zero temperatures are unusual and the
coldest I have observed was -1.0oC
in 2002 and 2008. We had 7 cm of
April snow in 2008 and you may not
have noticed it but we had 0.2 cm of
snow in April 2020. At the top end of
the thermometer the maximum April
temperature in the last 34 years was
26.5oC in 1998 and 27.5 in 2016. April
showers are a reality and sometimes too

Precipitation
Rain Snow Total
53.8 21.0 74.8
68.8 7.3
76.1
much with an average precipitation of
52 mm. We very rarely have a dry April.
April is the beginning of our fire season
and permits are required for burning. We
must be very careful and vigilant and
remind visitors to take care, but when you
are clearing all that ground cover, have a
thought for the ground nesting birds whose
habitat is disappearing. Just a few years
ago we had many quail and pheasants,
but loss of territory and abundance of
predators have wiped them out. There
are still some spotted towhees nesting in
gardens. Ducks and geese nest on the
ground, but we never see many young
ones. I don’t know why some people
think it is necessary to prevent geese
from reproducing. There are not many
permanent residents among the geese on
Magic Lake and about half the young
ones are taken by eagles so the increase in
goose population is very minimal.
Hopefully, many of us will have been
vaccinated by the end of April, but we
still have to follow medical guidelines.
Easter is the first weekend in April this
year, but we should not gather in large
numbers.
M a l c o l m A r m s t ro n g

May

1 Sat
8:00 am Tickets available for Mosaic Arts & Culture Festival happening July 25-August 1, Hope Bay
			 CRD Recreation Funding application process opens May 1 to June 15..................................................... 39
			
Shred It a Community Hall fundraiser, don’t forget to bring your EventBrite ticket..................... 33, 40, 50
4 Tue 7:00 pm Artist Roundtable to 8 pm. For artists of all disciplines, contact Ptarmigan to register for free................. 23
12 Wed 7:00 pm Fire Protection Society AGM, Location To Be Determined....................................................................... 29
18 Tue 10:00 am Pender Post Directors meeting and AGM, via Zoom and possibly outside at the Community Hall.......... 10
22 Sat 10:00 am Lens to Screen film making workshop to 3 pm, $50, register with Ptarmigan, Community Hall.............. 23
29 Sat 10:00 am Lens to Screen film production workshop to 3 pm, $50, register with Ptarmigan, Hall............................. 23
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C ommunity A ctivities

and

C ontacts

Al-Anon Family Group......................................................................................................Monday, Plum Tree Court, 250-383-4020
Alcoholics Anonymous........................ Monday 12 pm and Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday, 7:30 pm, Plum Tree Court, 629-3205
Art Society.... Usually the first and third Monday of the month, Anglican Parish Hall, 1 - 4 pm, Brenda Sledzinski, 778-677-0175
Badminton........................................................... Tuesday 8 - 10 pm, Sunday, 10 am - 12 pm, School gym, Peter Taylor, 629-3375
Bridge.....................................................................................................Contact Gail Jamieson, 629-6228 or May Ready, 629-3316
Canadian Power & Sail, Pender Island Squadron..........................................................................................David Kirsop, 629 6846
Chamber of Commerce..................................................................................................................................................250-999-6371
Community Choir..............................................................................................................................Graham Garlick, 250-222-8733
Community Support/Volunteer Program..............................................................................................................................629-3346
Conservancy Association............................................................................................................................. Graham Boffey, 629-099
Epicentre.................... Daily for members, workshops, and activities for members and non-members, Tina Christensen, 629-3045
Farmers’ Institute....................................................................................................................................Barbara Grimmer, 629-3819
Farmland Acquisition Project...................................................................................................... Matilda te Hennepe, 250-537-7707
Field Naturalists............................................................................................................................................. Bob Vergette, 629-3820
Food Bank..................................Every Friday from 9 to 11 am, upstairs of the Anglican Parish Hall, Barb MacPherson, 629-6052
Garden Club........................................... Second Thursday of the month, 1 pm, Community Hall, Leeanne Mueller, 778-977-6937
Health Care Society.....................Third Monday of the month, 10 am Health Care Meeting Room, Marion Alksne, 250-222-0457
Legion...................................................................................................................................................................................629-3441
Library..........................................................................Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm, 629-3722
Lions Club................................................................................................ First Wednesday of the month, 7 pm, Fred Vye, 629-2096
Lunch Bunch (Newcomers’ Graduates)........................................................................................................... Val Butcher, 629-6621
Magic Lake Property Owners’ Society...........................Second Monday of the month, 4 pm, School, Jeremy Harwood, 629-0019
Moving Around Pender......................................... First Saturday of the month, 1:15 pm, Community Hall, Niall Parker, 629-6936
Museum Society...................................................................................................................................Simone Marler, 250-217-0823
Nu-To-Yu.......................................................................................................................... Friday only from 10 am - 4 pm, 629-2070
Otters Swim Club................................................. President Helen Lemon-Moore, penderottersswimclub@gmail.com or 629-2020
Parent Advisory Council.............................................................................................................................Jenn Kaila, 250-885-1719
Parks and Recreation Commission........................................................ Second Friday of the month, 9:30 am, Tom Bell, 629-3160
Pender Highlanders Pipeband..........................Monday, 6:30 pm beginners, 7 pm band, Anglican Hall, Larry Dempster, 629-6218
Pender Island Trust Protection Society................................................................................................Peter Easthope, 360-639-0202
Pender Pacers Running Group................................................... Meets every Sunday, call for place and time, Herb Katz, 629-3205
Pender Photo Club............................................................................... Second Monday of the month, Hans Tammemagi, 629-2029
Pender Solstice Theatre Society............................................................................................................... Keith Smith, 250-891-5267
PIJazz - Community Jazz Band................................................................................rehearsals Tuesday, School, 6:30 pm, 629-9938
Ptarmigan Arts.............................................................................................................................................. Lauren Mann, 629-0004
Quilters’ Circle.........................................Second Monday of the month, 9:30 am, Anglican Parish Hall, Cindy Hultsch, 629-6091
Recreation and Agricultural Hall Association (PIRAHA)....................... Board meets every second month, see calendar, 629-3669
Recycling Depot.................................... Winter hours Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 10 am - 3 pm, Niki Roberts, 629-6962
Soccer Club....................................................................... Fridays 5:30 pm, soccer at school field/gym. All welcome, 14 yrs+, free
South Pender Historical Society........................................................................................................ Sandra Johnson, 250-812-9776
Tai Chi...................................................................... Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays: contact Ken, 629-8332 or Kali, 629-3848
Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue - RCM-SAR Station 20............................................. Elizabeth Wilkes, 250-538-8083
Southern Gulf Islands Community Resource Centre..........Open Monday, Wednesday, or Friday between 10 am - 2 pm, 629-3665
Volleyball, Adult Recreational........................................................................................................... 7:30 pm every Monday, School
Walking Group “Let’s Go Walking”........................ Meets every Monday and Friday, 9:25 am, St. Peter’s, Carol Davis, 629-9959
Yacht Club........................................................................................................................................................Tom Caston, 629-6477
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H ealth & Healing S ervices

MIEKE TRUIJEN
RPT

Physiotherapy Clinic
Flexible
Schedule
7 days a week
Evenings &
Home Visits
Doctor’s referral not required
Arthritis, Complementary Therapies
Gerontology, Orthopaedics
Osteoporosis
Pilates, Stretch Therapy and
Osteofit Instructor
Classes & Private Sessions
Call For an Appointment
3720 Rum Road Pender Island BC
www.miekephysio.com

250.629.9910
50
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C ontractors

General Contracting
Project Management
Site Preparation
Renovations
Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk
Cell
250-744-9160
Office
250-629-3084
Fax
250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

Shorehaven
Builders

New Homes & Renovations
Licensed Builder

Paul Stephenson
Journeyman Carpenter
Cell: 250-216-6151
shorehavenbuilders@shaw.ca
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C ontractors

Quality service available
for all your plumbing
and gas needs
Maintenance • Emergencies
New Installations
Journeyman
Licenced
Insured
30 Years Experience
Email
penderplumber@gmail.com
References gladly provided

Construction
Decks, Stairs, &
Smaller Structures
Project Management
Small & Large Jobs
References Available
Worksafe Certified

BIG DOG

Services
Lance Mueller

778.676.0061
thebigdogservices@gmail.com

Strong communication and organizational skills
52

Professional Service...
Professional Results...
Let’s Gutter done!
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James Constable
250.629.6222

C ontractors

• Chimney Inspections
• Chimney Cleaning
• Gutter Cleaning
• Gutter Repair

markftts@gmail.com
9898 Castle Road, Pender Island, V0M 2M3

• Thermal Window Replacement
• Retrofit Vinyl Window
Supply & Installation
• Engineered Interior/Exterior and
Frameless Stainless Steel
Deck/Rail Glass Systems
• Custom Shower Glass Systems
• Custom Mirrors
• Skylights & Overhead Glazing
• Glass Canopies
(Metal or Wood Frame)
• Sliding Glass Patio Doors
• Structural Glass and
Architectural Glass Work

Bob Funk

Cell
250-744-9160
Office
250-629-3084
Fax
250-629-3085
bcfconstructors@shaw.ca

Certified Duradek Vinyl Installations
Excell Aluminum Railing Installations
Rot Repair & Deck Reconstruction
Contact us for a free estimate

250-655-0666

gulfislandsdeck@gmail.com

DEDICATED TO SERVING
THE SOUTHERN GULF ISLANDS

A DIVISION OF

Architectural Millwork
Custom Doors and
Windows
Stairs and Handrail
Kitchens and Cabinets

Be sure to look us up at

islandglasstek.com
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C ontractors

Generator Service and Supply

250-999-7977
alan@gentechpwr.com

Booking for fall service now.
-Certiﬁed Technician
-Generac Warranty Work
-Maintenance Packages

Make sure your generator
is ready when you need it !

LOCAL ON PENDER (No Extra Travel Expenses)

Tree Frog
Spas
• Sales
• Maintenance
• Installation
Registered
H2O Spa Dealer,
and Warranty Repair
Mike Jamieson
250-222-6453
jamiesonelectric@shaw.ca

54
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C ontractors

STORAGE
WINDJAMMER SELF STORAGE
NOW AVAILABLE
Unheate d Clean an d Dry U nits
Sizes 8' X 9' and 8' X 12'

Call Jeremy at 629-0019
(Just remember 19)

Residential & Commercial Pick-up
Organics and Discarded Materials
Medicine Beach Drop-off
7 Days a Week, 10 am to dusk
Household discarded materials (Three bag daily maximum)
(No construction waste, banned materials, or recycling)
Other Services
Bin Service • Demolitions • Chuck n’ Go” • Portable Toilets
Estate Clean-ups • Commercial Recycling
Hauling from Saanich and Victoria

250.629.6690
piwastemanagement@shaw.ca

Pender Island

All New Rental Tools!
Water grinder and concrete mix for making
your own concrete countertops. Come see
us for ace.
Also checkout our new Fein Multister
Tool, the choice for Professionals and the DIY.
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C ontractors

56

The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

The Pender Post - April 2021 - 50th

57

Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents
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MLS# 845660 - *$375,000

MLS# 866491 - *$520,000
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MLS# 864221 - *$589,000
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MLS# 864048 - *$647,000

MLS# 865635 - *$599,000

MLS# 869590 - $599,000
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MLS# 866928 - *$460,000
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MLS# 866723 - $299,000

MLS# 854583 - *$250,000
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Our agents Emil, Gavin, and Tanja
are here to help you make the
transition, should you decide to sell
your Pender home in this great
Seller’s Market.

LD

Moving to the Sidney or the
Peninsula?

MLS# 858474 - $749,900

MLS# 867227 - $789,900

Driftwood: 250-629-3383 * Hope Bay: 250-629-3166 * Sidney: 250-656-5062
Saturna: 250-539-2121 * Galiano: 250-661-8583 * Campbell River: 250-203-3919

www.DocksideRealty.ca
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Full Service Real Estate
Award Winning Agents

MLS# 868925 - $898,000

MLS# 866229 - $1,450,000

MLS# 866836 - $1,330,000

• *$82,000
• *$138,000
• *$139,000
• $139,000
• $139,000
• $139,000
• *$140,000
• *$149,900
• $149,900
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1/4 share @ Currents
0.34 ac. • private, level
0.59 ac. • S. exposure
0.35 ac. • ocean view
0.50 ac. • easy access
0.40 ac. • easy access
0.78 ac. • park setting
0.38 ac. • sunny, level
0.40 ac. • wooded
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MLS# 866012
MLS# 866118
MLS# 863080
MLS# 863083
MLS# 869815
MLS# 869682
MLS# 866673
MLS# 869548
MLS# 866199
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Quarter Shares • Lots • Acreages

MLS# 865969
MLS# 869587
MLS# 869727
MLS# 830180
MLS# 858095
MLS# 869333
MLS# 867064
MLS# 845747
MLS# 869494

*Indicates the last MLS list price

• *$149,900
• $149,900
• $299,900
• $329,000
• *$349,900
• $399,000
• $399,000
• $449,900
• $499,000

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

0.31 ac • sloping
1/4 share @ Currents
0.60 ac. • expired permit
0.67 ac. • ocean view
1.00 ac. • ocean view
3.58 ac. • ocean view
0.42 ac. • lake front
1.48 ac. • ocean view
3.53 ac. • oceanfront

AL TRELFORD
EMIL CHERVATIN
JAIME MacLEAN
SAM BOYTE
TANJA LONERGAN
250-629-3383
250-661-8583
604-505-9144
250-704-6226
250-507-2487
COLIN DENTON
GAVIN LONERGAN
SANDY MUNDY
SHERRIE BOYTE
250-629-2210
778-977-2507
250-507-6546
250-217-0338
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Numbers P uzzle MCA #4

by

Malcolm A rmstrong

Rules and Tips

I

f you have completed, or at least attempted,
puzzles 1 - 4, you will either have given up on
them, or you will not mind whether this one is easy
or very hard. This one I would say is only medium
hard, so it is a good one to start with if you are new
to the game. In this puzzle, 25 of the squares are
occupied and to complete the puzzle you have to
fill in the remaining 56 squares. When it is finished
there must be no more than one each of the numbers
1 to 9 in each horizontal row, each vertical column
and each block of nine squares. There is more than
one correct solution to the puzzle, but it is easy for
you to tell if your solution is correct by checking
that it complies with the rules stated here.
M a l c o l m A r m s t ro n g
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The Royal Canadian Legion

Branch 239 - 1344 MacKinnon Road - 250-629-3441

Congratulations! El Faro Fusion Restaurant
Legion 2021 Chili Cook-Off Champions!

Thanks to Deryk and Becky Gooding of El Faro, and thanks to all the second place winners,
Jo’s Place, Poets Cove Resort & Spa, Port Browning Marina Resort,
Southridge Country Store, and Vanilla Leaf Bakery Cafe for their donations and participation!

April Friday Take Out Dinners
16
30
9 and 23

Gail Forsyth’s Chicken Masala
Barb Pender’s Curry Chicken
Volunteer Guest Cooks Welcome!

For Updates on Dinners, Events, and Activities
Please see our website www.penderislandrcl239.com

Happy Easter
Thank you for supporting your Legion!

Serving Pender Island for 25 years

Pender Island Health Centre
5715 Canal Road

Monday, Thursday, and Friday
11 am - 5 pm
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